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e _Aside from the railvway station and its vicinity being dastroyed

by bombings Soochow Vas 1oft intact, One of the natives there

told me that the clty vas kept from destruction because the

inhabitants of the city plcaded to the Chinese Army with

money to retreat from the city without fighting in the city or P

destroying and plundering 1.

5, At a place 1 ri (TN: 2.5 miles) east of V.ushin end inside 1ts

city limits, the recistance of the Chinese Forees cadsed a battle

to break out which caused some damages to the hcuses near by. 4

Upon ™y inspcetion after the pattle, I found sore of the coniznts ;

of the provision- warehouse had been carried off, I thereupon posted

guards a¥% once to guard the warehouscs and prohibited the further

removal of the contents by any unauthorised individual. After , |

having reported the situation to the lntendance Department of the

Division, we turned the place over into their hands., This sort of

stcp nsid becn ordered by superiors long pefore and wc acted ,

accordingly not only at Tushin but everyvhere.

6. A ficrce Battle was fought at a place which lies between the Vopan

rountain range and Nankinge Almost all the houses there had been

burned dewn before the cccupation by the Japanesec forces and the

marks of plunder were strikingly evident, Nothing was left there

to be utilized by the Japancse forses. Ve camped in tents or even

vithout therm and made the advance vwith no other provisions than

our field rations.
7. In our drivc against Nanking the movement of the Army vwas
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-8trictly controlled and no arbitrary action wos dllowed even.te
cipitulize on oprortune operstioned ehences. But more detailed
instructions vwere given by nbout Dec,the 8th higher authorities
rog.rding the att ck upon N:nking, According to the schedule
our unit wus to begin the ttuck on Yuhuatai about Deec, 10,

; turn to Kw.nhwamen on the afternoon of the 12th and the proceed inte

the utt.ck from about the 13th, But upon receiving the news of

the fall of N.nking, we only engaged in a elean up campaign near

the gate and then turned back to Tangsmehen on the s'me night..
V& entered Nunking on the 15th,deployed and vere hilletted in
houses in the south east p'rt of Nenking. Almost 11 the houscs in
! the eity were left undestroyed., Therc \ore some sm“}l fires
around the billetting area, but none were st :rted E,v my unit,
Us the higher authoriéics ha&d warned -as ~gainst firc incessantly
before and fter owr entry into Nanking, my officers =nd men vere
¢éspecitlly onreful. Upon entry into Nanking I prohibitcé my men to
g0 out into the eity except on official errands -nd I instructcd
thom t6 respeet @nd protect foreign properties and their rights
and ?Ot to inflict any harm on the Chinese folks but to ende-r

them. vwlen they went on those official err-nds. I ploced a
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carc-t ker of fire at cvery billet to who~ I gave stern warkings

— — e .v-——- w—
— e e e e — e e e e T
Ll

and notimes concerning firc rrevention. This step w1s tnken ot

cvery front svery time ve billetzd,
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After my units entry into Ninking, we were billetted in such 2 vay as - \

to be able to sturt meverent of pursuing the cnemy at any tire
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'-.;ﬁ in ascordance with the instructions given to us from higher up. Yol W

\ 4
-‘.' '}g t‘ " ail
et -

our actions vere as follows during our stay at Nankings

| Dec.s 13 Entered Nanking through the Kvanghuamen gate mopped up the :' At ’
remenants of the enemy east of the creek that runs from South to

North on the west sidc of the Tunkttsinmen gate: pushed on to !

';."
[

| | Tangshuichen that nights

Dec. 14 moppod up around Tangshuichen end returned to Nanking about Ir

7 peme the 15th. Des. 16, The cercmeny of reading the Imperial
Rescript was held. As all the officers and men viere suffering 1

‘ from lice, v.e cleaned up their pemsonal effects with boiling water.

i -. On the 17th the triunphant entry of the comanding General VATSUL £ 3

into Nanking took place. ‘torked cn reoving our camping quarters,

on the 18th the armys memorial services for the dead were held.

- — g

1 Yoving of camping quartaers continued. On the 19th regimental memorial

services vere held on the 20th, guard escort for the commanding

General of the Army on the occasion of his inspection of the battle

P

field and hospitals: on the occasion of his inspection of the battlc
field and hospitals: on the 2lst and 22nd clcaned up the battle field

of Yuhuatai and searched for missing perscns: on the 23rd prepared

~ for our deperture. On the 2)th we moved to Kunshan. In addition

to the above said daily rocutines, various reperts of battles,

S
Bt=" ' communicating to thc bepsaved families paying of allowanees, 361@465\ E
saving. deposits, communicating the families and receiving gnd 'l
distributing mail8 2nd packages among the scldiers from the home v
land of several months, etc all of vhich teok so much time that ve

-could nct even have a rest.

| 94 %hen we were billetted at Nanking, going in and out of the billets p
"t- | - L <
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was very closely guarded. I got instructions to trein the sentinels

in the vwsy of questioning the people, so that they might not cause
trouble to the lén-abiding natives on account of language difficulties,

I obeyed to the letter. No superior ordered to plunder or-render

violence much less the ‘Commanding General of the Army WATSUIL.

On the contrary, ve were directed on Dec, 19 by General MATSUI

and on the 22nd by our Regimental Commander to be kind and good
towards Chinese folks so that they vould place a trust in the
Japancsec Army.

About Dee. 19 I went inspecting along the road vhich runs from
Chungshanru to Hsiakwan on horse back and found no damage vwas done
to the howuses there. Before our entry into Nanking rumors vere
current of the awful destruction of Nanking causcd by the Japanese
Army's bombings, but aztually #®itnessing it'I was able to confirm
that it was untrue, I fonnd no corpses of Chinese scldicrs at
Hsiakvwan either. On De=z. 24th mwy unit turned back to the ecast,
r eached Kunshan about Jan. 5 and was ordered to stay there for
garrison .guty.

During the time of our garrison at Kunshan, a body of Amcrican
rastors and medieal men came over to inspect .churches and hospitals
there on thc introduction of Lieut. Col. Oka of the Special

Service Division at Shanghai. They were pleased and expresscd
gratitude to find thosc institutions -had suffored only srall gamages
and wcre in gocd order and entrusted them to my custody .

After having a lunch&on together vwe took a souvenieripicbure-and

partcd. For about a month after that I also did garriscn dutyral

Bt
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Socchow. There the houses were standing side by éids as they

ever were, ' The streets vere wellPIranged and trade vas flourishing,
No illegal conduct of the Japanese Forees verc witnessced therc and
w6 vere in harmonious terms with the native inhabitants. Recreation

facilities were so well provided for the Japanese Army and not one
. irregularity occuréd,

On this 8th day of Oet, 1947
At Tokyo

Deponent 3 /S/ NISHIJIMA, Takeshi (seal)

LI, JODAI, Takayoshi, hereby certify that the above staterent

vas svworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature and seal thereto

in the presence of this Witness,

On the same date,

At Tokyo

Witness: /S/ JODAI, Takayoshi (seal)

OATH
In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole

truth withholding nothing and adding nothing,

/5/ NISHI3ID*A, Takeshi (sealy
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