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U.S. STRATEGIC BROMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)

C/O POSTMASTER, JAN FRANCISCO
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TOKYO
10 Nov, 1945

INTYRROGATION 0. (USSBS 0. 291)

Javanese Intel. Nn. 12 " Date?

' Division of Origin: Jananese Intelliecence Section, G-2, USSES

Subject: Japanese Intellizence, its organization and use in

Wer Plans.

Pergon interrogated and backseround:

Comdr. TERAIL, Y., IJN, a Naval officer of 19 years exvericnce,
a Naval Aviator with over 2,000 hours flyinz time, end for

3 years, between 1939 and 1942, Asst. Naval Attache in
Wzshinston, D. C., was Air Staff Officer in the lst Sectlon,
FPirst Department, of the Navy Generel Staff ("War Plans").

In this vogition, he was resmonsible for the over-all staff

nlanning of emmloyment of Naval aircraft.

1926 Graduated Naval Academy.

1926 On board Trainine Cruiser YAGUMO.

19206 To CL KUMA,

1927 Tn BB FUSO,

1927 To 88 I-63. |

1928 Tn XASUMIGAURA for flisht training.

1922 Graduated, to TATEYAMA Alr Unit.

1930 To BR ¥IRISHIMA as aviator.

1930 KANUMYGAURA Air Unit instructor.

1931 To CA ATAGO ags Air Officer.

1932 YOKOSU¥A Air Unit.

1633 SA®BKI Air Unit.

1935 To Naval War College as student,

1937 Graduated, to YOKOHAMA Air Unit, tno CHINA,
with First Combined Fleet.

1939 To WASHINGTON, D.C., as Asst. Naval Attache.

1942 Returned on GRIPSHOLM,

1242-1945 Navy General Staff.

Where interviewed: Naval War Collece,

Interrngators: Lt, Comdr. T« M Curtis, USHR
Lt, Comdr. William H. Botzer, USYR
Internreter:

Lt. Comdr. Frank B. Hueggins, USNR

Allied Officers Present: None.
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Transcrivt of Interrogation (Comdr. TRRAI, Y., IJN)
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- RESTRICTED - SUMMARY

Comdr, TERAI comments generslly nn Jananese Naval Aviation
witihn emohasis on the staff vplanning done for the emvloyment of
Naval aircraft. Fspecially emphasized are sources, nrocessing and
use of intellizence information in staff vnlanninzg. In addition,
Comdr. THRAI sveaks in consideradble detail of the organization and
overation in the Javanese Navy of those functions wnich, in current
U. S. Naval organization, come under the head of Air Combat Intel-
lizence.

The Javanese Navy had no sevarate air tralning schnol such as
the Army had at TOYOOKA. However, the Naval Academy at ETA JIMA had
an "Air Unit" at IWAKUNI, and it was the plan for every Navy mid-
shipman %t~ go through that schonl. There he was taucht the thenry
of flicht, air naviecation and communications, something of aerial
gunnery, tombing, and observatinon, and wes exmected at leasgt to sgnlo
1 the g1,

Intellizence officers as su¢h were assiened onlvy to larze com-
mands and headouarters. On individual shins and in Alr Grouns and
gsquadrons, the communications nfficer handled many of the functians
whica we think of as duties of the intellizence officer.

Rriefing of »ilots on carricrs was done by several different
officers: the aernlozist, the air officer nf the shin (who had been
ziven most of his "done" by the communications officer), and the
Commanding Officer (of the shin) himself., Interrozation of nilnts
was handled by heving ecach mllot revort to the senisr man of .uiis
flight and so on up the line until the seninr man in the air would
renort to the air officer and the Commanding Officer.

Information for planning came from the Third Devartment and
wes nroceseed for the Plannin& Sectinn by Division 3 under Comdr.,.
MIYAZAXI. Information on enemy Fleet movemrnts end Aeployment =f
enemy aircraft was the mogt useful meteorial onrovided, and tnls was
found substantially accurete.

The Nevy develnved the sulcide nr KAMIKAZE tactics 1in the
Prilionince Sea Battlesg of 1244, This was not Airected from adbove,
acenrding tc Comdr, TPRAI, bdbut started in the flving units tiem-
selves. It was un to any Squedron or Unit commander to decilde
whether ais unit would adont suicide tactics.

ZERO 53 was the best shinbnard fizhter develomed by the Jensnese,

The turning ovoint in the war for Naval 2ir forces ceme at
RABAUL when carrier aircr~ft were sent ashore and destroyrd tuerc.

0000 to 560D omeretional Jensnese Vavel aircraft remained at
the war's end, and 70% ~f thesc were trainers.

The Jamencse had nn severats nhotn sausdrons {pn toe Nevy,
Individual nlanes, orimerily in reconnaissence squedrons, did teke
- nictures., These were SAIUN (Myrts) nlanecs, normally oversting et
gnme 12,000 feet altitude. Comdr. TVRAI, followine nls return to
Janan on the GRIPSHOLM in 1942, introduced nh~to intororetation to
' the Javenese Navy. &C men hed been traincd in this work, and 100
more were in treining at the end »f ths war.

The Japaneege Navy nad made no nrovision for Flak Analysis ~r
Flak intelligence, ani annarently vers little hzd becn done in this
field,
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-~ RESTRICTED -  auMMARY (Cont'd).

Plans celled for training 30,000 nilote ver year. The highest
neak sctually atteined waes in the Soring nf 1944 when snme 1200 to

1200 ner monti were traincd.

Fuel, according to Comdr. TERAI, wae clearly the mhrst critical

1tem for the Navel air forces. They were "scraping the hottom of
the barrel" on »ilnts, too, but 1aek of fuel for training nurooses
wae the reel reasnn for 12ck of trained nilots and nasrly traihed

nilntes et the wer's end.

- BND SUMMARY -
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- RESTRICTHED - TRANSCRIPT
Q.1. Were you in the lst Section of the Naval General Staff?
A, Yes, I was in the Wer Plans Divisinn.

Q.-2. What were your svecific Auties in this nnsitinn?

X A, This was the Goneral Planninz Section. It was Gant. OMAI' =
(Chief, 1lst Sectinn) duty tn eonrdinate activities., 1 weos
Air Plans Officer. The orzenization of the lst Sectinn was .-
this: /

Cavtain OMAI, Ghief of Sectinn.

(1) Cant. INOKUCFI, Coordinatnr and seninr staff
of ficer.

(2) Comdr. YAMAGUCFI, Army-Navy liaison and joint
oortrations nlannine. |

(8) Comdr. MIYAZAKI, Intellisence - cathorins informa—
ticn ziven by other intelligonce devmertments
and coordinating it., NOTE: Onmdr. MIYAZAKI is
at the Foreisn Central Liaison Office in TO¥YO,

(4) Comar. TRRAI, basic planninz for air omeratinns
which were nassed un to Cant. OMAI and Adm. TOMIOKA
1f eeceptedle, These were very cen-ral vleas.

Miuch was left un to the Flret Commanders in
carrying them out, We nlanned simnle, btasic
logistics also. Furthermore, based on the nlan—
ning of omerations, we would recommend ncw wea—
pons and new alr develovments.

Q.3. Did the Navy have an Air Trainine School equivalent to the
Aarmy school at TOYOOXA?

A, No. That was left uo tn the Navel Acacdeny where every midshin—
man had some training in the Havel Air Unit at IWAKUNI near
HIRCSHIMA, The Army sevarated Air from Ground whiles the Navy
keevs 1ts ailr and Flect activities tocether.

%.4. Wag there any sevarate Naval Air Orzanization?

A, ‘nere is 2 scvarete Naval Air Headquarters for logistics
rather then Command ournnses. Planninz was done by the Nevy
Dept., however, for all branches,

Q.09a. Did I understand that every midshioman attends the Air echool
2t IWAKUNI?

5 Yes., After they sraduate and 0 to the Flret, then, of cnurse,
they 2o into snecialties. Every midshinman learnecd t~ fly,
E however. This trainine started 2 nr 3 years befrore the war.

Q.9R. Did thie traininz include cerrier oncrationg?

B n., The nbject was to zet every man to solo. This Aid not
/ work out exactly as vlanned duec to wer stress and demends.

Q.6. Did you fly from cerriers?

1 No,
= R4y p TRICTED «




l 4

Tranacriv

s =9 Ppg §v

Q.7. How many gtudents graduated from the Naval Alr Schnol in 19407
A. 300, In 19447 A. 3,00C.

Q.8. What were the subjects taught in the schonl at IWAKUNIT

A The subjects teught there were regular flight training,
‘ simple observation, navization, bombine and gurnery, end
communications. Communicetions treinlinz wes carrinsd out

also throughout the Naval Academy training.

2.9. Were there courses at ETa JIMA in Intellizence or informetion?

A, No.
Q.10. Were you with a squadron in China a2t eny timet

M Yes, for four months I was a squadron commander, The re-
maind~r of my time therc, I was a Staff Officer.

Q.11. Are you femilier with carrier operatinsne?

A, In general, yrs.
2.12. Were Intellizcnce nr informatlon officcrs asciened to cerriere?

A, Not as an Intellisence officer. Large commends and heed-
quarters would have full time Intelllzence nfflcers. Com-
municationg officers doubled in intellizencs Autles abosard
individusl Flcet units.

Q.13. In a squadron or air grouo on & carrier, how dirn informatinn
_Eet to the pilcte? Who did the briefina?

5, Information comes in by disnmatch, RDF e1i:tings, and all
radin communicetions. The Cantain of the shin recelves tais
infrrmation end briefs the nilnts., The vilots have e reedy
room with boards unon which information is listed. The com-
minicaticng officer messes informetion to the air officer
whn zetes ~nc of his subordinates tn keso un the rcedy room
plot. However, if they heve 2 Flaz aboerd, tae Steff Intel-
1izcnce Officer hendles theosc Auties. The Centain of the shiv
invariably coes to the reedy room to zive the vilots a "pap
talk" orinr to en imnortant missinn. The weather informetion
ig nrovid~d by the air officer, as well as navigation informe-
tlong A full time Aeroloaist is 2boerd =11 CV'g, and hc vro-
vides weather mavs.

N.14, When nilots return, who interrngetes them? How dres informe-
tion gect to the Cavtain?

A, When the pilots return to the shin, they tell thelr flizsnt
comnander, and he nasses the infarmation un to the senlor
aviator whn was ~n the flizht, and he tells the Captain in tnc
nresence ~f the air officer. The oir nfficer sometimes in-

z terrozates hinm.

2.15. Would this information gect back to tne 1lst Sectinn, Nevy
. General Staff? Who would act on it? Who orocessed it? Did
it zo throuzh yrur intellicence division, 1.ec., 3rd Division,
under Comdr. MIYAZAKI?

A, The 3rd Divisinn receives this information, and it is used
by thc Air Planning meonle.
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Q.16. Give an examole of one of the camvalens in which vou nleanned
the employment of Naval aircraft.

A, OKINALWA..
Q.17. Who plannecd the PHILIPPINES alr Aefensel

A, Gant. GENDA., He is nut of the Navy now in KYUSHU somewhere.
I don't know exactly where,

N.18. How is the information that 1s gathered and processed by the
3rd Division used in Naval Air Planning? Use OKINAWA as an

examnle , :

B OKINAWA was a simple one to plan because it conslsted of at-
tecking shivving, trcoo transmorts being Jegiznatcd as primary
tarcets. We vlanned to work in conjunction with the Army to
orevent a landing, and then to send out Fleet units to clear
up cripoles and make the defense comnlete,

Q.19. Why was therc no air cover when the YAMATO was gunk?

A. We did vnrovide cover, at least we tried to, but we lacked
enough planes and were at extreme flziater range, and therec
were periods when no fighters could be onrovided. Communi-
cations and navication were bad, and Japanese pilots could
not find the YAMATO,

Q.20. Did you ‘have any omerational alrcraft carriers at that time?

A, Yes. There were aircraft carriers but not enoush nilots,

Q.21. How many aircraft 414 you have available 1In planning the
Aefenge of OKINAWA?

A, About 2,000 Naval aircraft. The Army had about a third of
this number.

Q.22. Did the Nevy adapt sulcide tactics?! If so, whent

By Yes, The Navy develoned them. This was done in the
26th Air Flot. under command nf Rear Adm, ARIMA, During
the PHILIPPINES actinn, Rear Adm. ARIMA had gtarted the
e ddeties. At the time of OKINAWA, all aircraft vere sulclde.
It wag up to the Squadron Commender at the time to declde
whether or not his unit was to be & suicide unit. General
Headquarters never dir¢cted that 1% be used, but 414 not
try to stoo this tyme n? tacticﬂngbmut the 4ime I came to
the Planniré Section 1t was my job to cvaluate thls tactlc,
and I received revorts of action. I did no¥ belleve it as
of fective as 1t mizht have been. New weanons were btelng
Aeveloned (OKA and KIKA). DNeither the Navy nor the Army
over Airectecd the use of suicide tactics. Army General
Headquarters did dAirect the landing of suicide alrcraft

’ | at OKINAWA. The Navy had tried thie in the MARILNAS but 1t
aborted,
; Q.23, What wae the best carrier fizhter develoned by the Japancse?

A, The 53 ZERO.
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Trenscript of Interrogation (Comdr. TEFAIL, Y,, IJN)
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Qs 24« On planning far the empleyment of Naval Alrcraft, what
were your sources of information upon which plans were basedi

A+ The intelligence officer in the 1lst Section gave us all the
necessary informetione

Q. 25. Whet #¥ype of informetion did he place at your disposall

A. He gzve us primerily movements of enemy fleet task forces
and deployment of allled alrcraft,

Qs <2bF¢ Were his estimetes good?
Ae Yes, usually sos

Q¢ 27 You were in Weshington in Decemher 1941, Did you know
of plens for the sattack on Pearl Harbor?

A. Noe

Q¢ 28s Who wes in cherge of eir plenning on the Navel Generel
Steff at that timef?

Ae Ceapte Te MYD was in cherge of air planning &t thet time.
He is in Tokyo at the Nevy Department nowe

Qs 29. Did informetion from surmerine end eircraft reconneis@nee
come to the eir plenning depertment?

A. Yes, directly end also through the intelligence depertment.

Qs 3Q. When plens for en operetion wes determined, how did
they reach the fleetl?l TFirst, General plens.

A. If basic plens were okeyed they would go to the herdquerters

of the wombined fleet., Orders to the fleet were issued from there.
The first section sent none out direot. These were sent out in
written documents #nd by dispetch,

Qe 3ls Can you neme the point in time when employment of your
Wavel Air Forces chenged from offensive to defensive operetions?

A+ The turning point &t first wes Midwey. fur carriers btecame
deficient at Rebaul where cerrier eircraft were sent ashore and

there destroyed. The resl turning point ceme then.

Qe 32 How meny navel eircraft remeined operetionel on
15 August 1945%

Ae 5,500 « 5,600 eircreft, 70% of which were training pleanes.
The army hed ebout 7,00™ in 211, I think, but I em not sure,
50 % of these were treinerse

Qe 33, How effectively wis photographic reconnelssance used
in the navy?

Ae We hed no seperate Photo Squedrons. We dld have reconnflssance

squadrons which also ‘took ohotogrephse We had no great success

in securing vhotogrephs. The ermy wes more acdvenced. The navy

did not give speciel treining to crews in the teking of pictures.

Reserve Officers (10 in the beginning end 20 leter #nd leter still

100 more) were trained in photo interpretetion beginning in

December 1942, The finel 100 never completed treining beceuse

the wer endeds (I™TE: Comdre. TERAI originated Photo interpretetion

training in the Jigpnese Nevy upon his return from Weshington)
ESTRICTED =~
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Trensceript of Interrogetiont (Comér. TEFAI, Y., IJN)
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A. (Qe 33, Contd.) Specielly trained Photo interpreters were
used quite fully in Alr Fleets, 1 men per Alr Fleet. Demncs
ceme from units down to squedrcns for Photo interpreters and
thet wes the reeson for plenning to trein 100 more, but the
plen never wes fulfilled. Photos were sent in to the lst Section
end good use wes made of themufor esslgning special tergets,
especielly with the sulcide 2ircreft directed to lend on OZINAVA.
They were used by the fleets most fullye

Qs Bda VWhet pirereft 616 you use €8 Phobo plenesy

A« Fest single engine SAIUTT (MYRT) eircreft were used for this
work in taking photos.

Qe 35. At whet eltitudes wes most of your photographic work
done?

Ae Mostly et 12,000 feet feor importent torgetse.

Qeé 364 Did your Intelligence Division mrke eveileble target
date end stufies for eir plenning?

Ad¢ A gr:at deel of informeption ceme in snd Wes preprred by the
2rd Depertments This wes sent cut by dispetch end followed up

by publicatiunsl All this vpreperation wes Afcone by the &ré Depert-
ment e

Qi 37. Whrt is your corment on the plenning work done in
1st Section es to its effectiveness #nd usefulness, with

¢ rticular reference to informetion provided youd

Ae Most of our infornmetion came from Communications Intelligence.
More Photo Intelligence wes definitely needed.s

Qe 38. Whet informetion wrs given avietcrs regerding U.S. Anti-
eircreft wespons, métholés, gun positions, etcel (Flek Irtclligce nee)

A. This work on our part was viry neegre. There was no enelysis
in deteil. We hed no experts in this fileld,

Qe 39. How meny souedrons were essigned@ to roconnelssence
works$

As We hed two sguedr nse. One witl the 3rd Fleet end cne with
5th Fleet., These were 1ond bescdé $owerd the end of wer,

Qe 4C. Wes this the greetest number you ever hedi

Ae Yese This ws greoetest number we ever hed,

Qe 4l. How meny plencs fid you heve in these squefrons?
Ae 36 Aircreft with 12 reserves, 48 in ell, however
fifficultics brought this number Aown to 20 % effectiveness

F’t tinC8a

Qe 42« How meny nevel avietors were to be tréined according
to your plensi

Ae We hef plens for 20,000 ¢ yeer, Later we reduced this to
18,000 end reeched en ectuwrl peek of 1,200 -~ 1,300 per month.
This wes in the spring of 1944,

Qe 43. How mrny nevy fliers did you lose furing the wer?

A. ZRoughly 10,000 Hevalq?ilots.
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Transcript of Interrogetion: (Comdr, TERAI, Y..IJN)
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Qe 44, Whtt would you s®y was your one most criticel item in

the Nevel Air Forces?

A. The most criticel 1ltem at the end, limiting our operctions,
was fuel 2nd £s & corollery to thetilack of well trained pilots.
This @&lso wés due to scercity of fuel, It wes

a vicious circle,
sterting, however, with lack of fuel.
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