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Wikimedia Australia has a long history in supporting 

content being added to Wikipedia about the Northern 

Territory.

The Northern Territory is poorly represented on Wikipedia 

and, when the project started in 2019 there were only 1,700 

pages relating to the NT compared to more than 10,000 on 

Western Australia.

WikiClub NT

Where it started



Aliceinthealice, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia 
Commons
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Public Library

Tenniscourtisland, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons
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Cultural sensitivity
All images including Australian First Nations content 

need to be assessed for their cultural sensitivity, This was 

viewed as best practice and is now viewed as essential 

within the GLAM sector in Australia.

Many of the images within this collection depicted First 

Nations people and/or content and risked showing 

content that was culturally sensitive. Some also included 

confronting content.



Guidelines for First 
Nations Collection 
Description
These are:

● National guidelines 

● A primary aim is making collections more 

discoverable

● Make library catalogues (and in our case Wikimedia 

Commons) safe

● Enable diverse communities to see themselves 

represented

● The usage of this guideline also means using 

various tools that are at our disposal

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-3250767341/view



First Nations Resources

https://wikimedia.org.au/wiki/First_Nations_Resources



Adding the images to 
Commons
● All images were uploaded using PattyPan software in 

a Wikimedia Commons account created for the Alice 
Springs Public Library.

● All images sit under the institution “Alice Springs 
Public Library” and the category “Central Australian 
Historical Images”.

● Procedures on using PattyPan and the standardised 
fields have been created and shared with the Alice 
Springs Public Library staff.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Pattypan

Rickterto - Own work, 
CC BY-SA 4.0



The Donald and Isabel Dowling 
Collection
The first collection added to 

Wikimedia Commons was the 

Donald and Isabel Dowling 

Collection. 

These images captured the 

transformative impact of World 

War II on Alice Springs.

There are 241 images within this 

collection



The Donald and Isabel Dowling 
Collection





The Anton Faymann Collection
The second collection added was the 

Anton Faymann Collection .

Anton was a Austrian traveller who 

spent time living and working in Alice 

Springs (Mparntwe) between 1957 and 

1958. 

There are 81 images in this collection.

Work on the Stuart Highway (south of Alice), Northern Territory 
Public Works Department 



The Anton Faymann Collection

The survey team on fieldwork Aboriginal boys, they always hung around 
for someone to buy them an ice cream



The Anton Faymann Collection

Street boxing (challenge) on a Sunday/Holiday Anton Faymann himself







Statistics
Month Views Wikipedia 

Pages Using

December 2023 87,810 25

January 2024 111,090 28

February 111,738 28

March 185,420 49

April 123, 466 49

https://glamtools.toolforge.org/glamorgan.html

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Central_Australian_Historical_Images



Next steps and outcomes
● Already trained Alice Springs library staff in GLAMorgan tool to 

measure views  https://glamtools.toolforge.org/glamorgan.html
● Train Alice Springs library staff to use Pattypan with a small 

collection of less than 20 images
● Train the staff to add images to Wikipedia articles
● Continue sharing usage statistics for their reporting
● Alice Springs library staff are thrilled that the images are 

available online and they are being viewed, so they are 
interested and committed to continuing to upload images

● The images are no longer locked in a Library back room but are 
accessible to the world!



Questions?

Thanks from 
Alice and Belinda


