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To KIRN, v. a. 1 . To churn milk, S .

For ou nae mair the thrifty dewire sees
Her asses kim ,

or birse the inty cheese.
Fergu son

’

s Poems, p. 7 4,

2 . To toss h ither and th ither, to throw any
th ing into a disorderly state, to mix in a

di sgusting manner, to handle over much, S .

A .
-S. corn-an, agi tare butyrum, Teut . kern-en, Su.

-G .

kern-a .

These verbs seem derived from others whi ch have a
more rimitive form A .

-S. cyr
-an

, G erm . keli r-en, ver

tere, sl. heir-a
,
vi pellere . What is churning, but

driving with force 5
’

[To KIRN, v. n. To work at or with any
th ing in an awkward or disgusting way :

part . pr. kim in
’

, kim an, used also as a s. and

as an adj. as an adj. it impli es awkward,
unskilful

,
Banffs.]

KIRN, s. 1 . A chur n, S . Item
,
A . Bor.

M iss Hamilton, in her useful work meant for the
instruction of the peasantry, introduces, on this sub

ject, a sin ar superstition, which is directly at

with clean ess .

But do you not clean the churn before ye put in
the cream —‘Na, na,

’
returned M rs M acC lait y,

‘ tha t
wad no

'

be canny, ye ken. Naebody hereabouts would
clean the ir k irn for on considerati on. I never heard
0
’
sic a thing i

’

my li e.
—I ne

’
er k end gude come 0

'

new gai ts a
’
my days. There was Tibby Bell at the

head 0’ the G len, she fell to cleaning her kirn ae day,
and the very first k irning after, her butter was burste t,
and gude for nae thin —'

I\va or three hairs are better
than the bli nk 0’an il ee . Cottagers ofGlenburnie,
p. 201 , 261 , 262.

E ith to learn the cat to the kirn S. Prov.

A n ill custom is soon learn’
d, but not so soon for

gotten.

”
Kelly, p. 93.

Teut. kerne, id . Su.
-G . kem a .

2 . M etaph . applied to a mire, a disgust ing

mixture
,
S .

“The ground
’

s a mere kirn.

”

[3. The act of handling over much, over- nur

sing, Banfi
'

s.

4. The act of doing any k ind of work in an

awkward, lazy, or di sgusting manner, ib id.]
KIRN- M ILK

,
s. Buttermilk

,
S . Yorks.

—Thai maid grit cheir ofeuyrie sort ofmylk ba ht
of ky mylk 81. youe mylk, sueit mylk sour my

grene cheis, kym mylk.

”
C ompl. S. , p. 66.

Teut . kern-melck, id . V . K I RN, v.

KIRN- RUNG , Ki nnA N—RUNG , s. The instru

ment employed for stirring the milk in a

churn, S . O .

—G in ye please our John and me
,

Ye
’

se t the kiman rung
o li ck , this day.

A . Wilson’

s P oems
,
1 7 90, p. 69.

KI RN- STAFF, s. The same with the preceding

word, Kirnan- Rung.

Kim -staff, that long staff wi th a circular frame on

the head of it, used anciently when upstanding kirm
were fash ionable .

” Gall. Encycl.

KIRN- SWE E , 3. A n instrument for facilitat ing

the churning ofmilk . It is composed ofan

K I R

ax is moving between two joists—into wh ich
axis are mortised two sticks at right angles

,

the one a great deal lonO‘er than the other.

The churn- stafi is attached to the shorter

one, and the longer one is he ld in the hand,
and pushed backwards and forwards, wh ich

greatly lightens the labour of churning it

be ing much more easy to move a vert ical

body from side to side than upwards and

downwards
,
S .

A gentlewoman in the vicinity ofEdi nburgh, who
has been much accus tomed to the management of a

dairy , states , that she has always been used to churn
the whole milk in a plunge churn, w ith a swee, a lever

a plied to the end of the churn-staff. A gr. Surv .
i d-Loth . , p. 148 .

KI RNEN, a. Familiarity, G l. Sh irr. , S . B.
,
q .

mixing together.

I beli eve she was a leel maiden, eu
' I canna say

bat I had a k im en wi
’
her

, an
’

a k ine o
’

a harlin favour
for her. Journal from London, p. 7 .

KIRN
,
s. 1 . The feast of harvest- home, S . ,

eynon. "widen-feast.
A s bleak -fac

’

d Hallowmas returns,
They get the jovial, ranting kz

'

rm
,

When rural life, 0
’

ev
'

ry station,

Unite in common recreation. m e
,
iii. 6. 7 .

2 . The name sometimes g iven to the last hand

ful ofgra in cut down on the harvest—field, S .

The Cameronian—reserved several handfuls ofthe
fairest and straightest corn for the Harvest kim .

”

Blackw. M ag , Jan. 182 1 , p. 400.

The person who carries off th is, is sa id to win the
kirn, A ng. It is formed in to a little e, dressed
lik e a ch i ld’s doll, called the M a iden ; a the kim

baby, Loth . , and the Hare or Ha ir in A yrsh.

I n the North of E . kern-baby denotes
“
an image

dressed up wi th corn, carried before the reapers to thei r
mell-supper, or harvest home . G rose

’

s Prov. G 1.
It may be su

pp
osed , that this use of the term refers

to the k irn or c urn be ing used on th is occasion. For
a chum -full ofcream forms a principal part of the en
tertainment.

Ait-eak es, twa riddle-fa in ranks
Fil’d up they gard ap ar ;

A n
'

, resmi n owre, the in : down clanks,
An

’

sets the ir cli afts asteer
,

Fu
'

fast that night.
Rev. J. Nicol

’

s Poems
,
i . 1 64.

It is in favour of th is as the origin, that as Kern
baby is used, A . Ben , to denote the ma iden, chum is
eynon. For churn-

ge tting is expl.
“
a nightly feast

after the corn is out [f. cut. ] North . G l. G rose .

But ne ither the custom of introduc ing the churn, nor

the orthography, are decisive proofs ; because both
might origina te from an idea that the churn was the

thing referred to.

It may respect the gum or hand-miln, as anciently
used at this time in preparing the first portion of the

new grain. But the origin is qui te uncertain. V.

M AIDEN and RA P EG RYNE .

Brand views Kern Baby as lainly a corruption of
C om Ba or Image, as is the em or Churn Supper
or C om upper.

” He dei ives the name M all-supper

from “Fr. meal—er, to mingle or mix toge ther, the
master and servant be ing promi scuously at one table,
all be ing on an equal footin P o ular Antiq. , 307 .

Towards the end ofDecem r, t e Romans cele rated
the Lud i Juvenalea and the harvest be ing gathered
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in, the inhabitants of the country observed the feast
of the goddess Vacuna , so named , as has been con

jectured, because she presided over those who were
released from labour, vacant/thus et otiosis praeesset.
V . Re sin. Anti q. Rom . , p. 1 7 4. Some have supposed
that this is the origin ofour Harvest-home.

I am infor med b a learned friend, that he has seen
figures of the k in described above , in the houses of
the pessantry in the vicinity ofPetersburg whence he
is inclined to thi nk that the same custom must b e pre
valent i nRussia.

Durandus has observed, that there was a custom
among the heathens, much li ke th is, at the thering
in of their harvest, when servan ts were indu ged with
liberty and be ing on an e uali ty with their mas ters for
a certain time .

”
Rationa . p. Brand, ut eu , .p 303.

Hospini an sup es that the
p
heathen copie this cus

tom from the g
os

ws. It has been conjectured that it
has been transmitted to us by the former. The Saxons,
among the ir holidays, set apart a week at harvest . It
has been already observed, that among the Romans,
Vacuna ,

also called Vacz
'

na, was the name of the

goddess to whom the rustics sacrificed at the con

elusion ofharvest. Ibid . , p. 304-306.

To C RY THE KIRN . After the him is won, or

the last handful of grain cut down, to go to

the nearest eminence, and give three cheers,
to let the ne ighbours know that harvest is

finished
,
Teviotd.

, Loth . After this the

ceremony of throwing the hooks takes place.

V . HOOK .

ToWIN THE KIRN. To gain the honour ofcut

t ing down the last handful of corn on the

harvest-field, S .

I shall either gain a k iss from some fair lip for
winning the him , or some shall have hot brows for it. "

Blackw. M ag ,
ut sup.

KIRN- C UT , s. The name sometimes given

to the last handful ofgrain cut down on the

harvest fie ld ; South of S .

From the same in depended the kirn cut of corn,

curiously braided an adorned with ribbons.

”
Remains

ofN ithsdal e Son 260. V . M AIDEN .

If thou wilti epmy artner, I have seen as great a
marvel happen as the

y
é -i ru cut of corn coming to as

sack less hands as th ine and mine.

”
Blackw. M ag

Jan. 1 821 , p. 400.

KIRN- DOL L IE
,
s. A sort of female figm e

made of the last handful of corn that is

reaped in the harvest- field, Roxb . ; the

same w ith M aiden, and Kim—baby. V .

KIRN
,
sense 2 .

Dollie i s a dimin. from E. Doll, a little rl
’

s

if
puppet.

This i s
p
erhaps allied to I sl. doell, nymp a, not to

dole, do servus.

KIRNEL , KYRNE IL L , 8 . One of the low

interstices ofwal l on the battlements,
”
Pink .

A cruk thai maid at their di uiss,
Off irne, that wes styth and squar,
That fra it in as s Icymeill war

,

And the leddre tharfra straitly
Strekit, it suld stand sekyrly.

Barbour, x. 365. M S.

Kyrnela, R. Brunne, Chaucer.

L. B. kcrnellae
, quamclli

, cremalx Rom. Rose.
V

.

Warton
’

s Hist. , i . 68. Fr. creneaux
, the battlements

ofa wall crenele
, embattled .

KIRNIE, s.

“
A little pert, impudent boy,

who would wish to be considered a man
Gall. Encycl .

Q. B. coryn, a dwarfor pigmy, from cor, id . Lhuyd
wri tes it korryn.

[KI RR, interj. Hush, Shetl.]

[To KI RK, v. a. To hush, to silence ; chiefly

used by shepherds, ib id.

No. Icyr
'
r
, I sl. kirra, to hush . ]

KIRR YWERY, C A RRIWA RY, s. A sort of

bur lesque serenade ; the noise of mock
music, made with pots, kettles, frying- pans,
shouting, screaming, &c.

,
at or near the

doors and w indows of old people whomarry

a second time, espec ially of old women and

widows who marry young men, W . Loth . ,

F ife.

Fr. cha/rivaris is used exactly in the same sense .

A publique defamation, or traducing of; a foule

noise made, b lacks Santus rung, to the shame and dis

g
race of another ; hence, an infamous (or infaming)
allade sung, by an armed troope, under the window

ofan old dotard married
, the day before, unto a yong

wanton, in mock erie of them both . - The carting ofan
infamous person, graced with the harmoni c of tinging
k ettles, and frying-

pan musiche C otgr.

L . B. charivari -um, ludus turpis tinni tibus et cla

moribus var ns, quibus illudti nt ii s, qui ad secundas

convolant nuptias. Du Cange, in v0. The council of
Tours, A . 1445, proh ibite d this absurd amusement
under pain ofexcommunication. A articular account
is given of the irre larities denote by th is term ,

in

the statutes ofthe ynod ofAvi on
,
A . 1337 . W’hen

the bride reached the house the bridegroom, the
rioters vi olently se ized part of the household -goods,
wh ich they would not give up unless redeemed by
money

,
which they expended in the most dissolute

manner ; mak ing such odious sports as, say the good

fathers, cannot b e expressed i n decent language. Id .
v0. C ha lvaricum, C halvaritum. The term is also

written C helevalet.
We learn

,
from the Diet. Trev . , that thi s uproar

was made on occas ion of grea t inequali ty of ages be
tween the ersons who were married , or when they
had married

)

a second or a th ird time . The origin of

the term is totally uncertain. It has given rise to a

good deal ofcontroversy among the learned .

To KIRSEN, KRI SSEN, v. a . To baptise, S .
,

Westmorel. lcers
’

n, L ancash. ; corr. from E .

Christen a term used irnproperly, in what

ever language, as proceeding on the false

idea, that the ch ildren of church-members

are not to b e accounted C hristians before

baptism ; although the ir right to baptism

arises from the ir be ing born within pale of

the church . Hence,

KIRSNIN, s.

“

Bapt ism, S .

KI RSP , 8 . F ine linen, or cobweb lawn.

Item, nu pec is ofkirsp.

" Inventories, A . 1 516, p.


