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YSO places

AHAA - Finnish archives KOOKOS - Finnish museums

Wikidata National Land Survey

Finnish Names Archive

Melinda - Finnish libraries

https://finto.fi/yso-paikat/en/
https://arkisto.fi/ahaa-palvelu
https://www.museoliitto.fi/kookos
https://www.kansalliskirjasto.fi/en/services/metadata-reserve-services/melinda
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YSO places
The Finnish General Ontology

Finto, the Finnish National Library

7355 places in Finnish and Swedish, 3444 in English, CC0

https://finto.fi/yso-paikat/en/










Place Names Cards
The Finnish Geospatial Platform Project

The Finnish Land Survey

800 000 map labels as linked open data in Finnish, 
Swedish, and in 3 Saami languages, CC BY 4.0









The Finnish Names Archive
The Institute for the Languages of Finland, 2017

3 M field notes of place names in a Wikibase, mainly in 
Finnish, some in Swedish, CC BY 4.0





Grönroosinmaa (toponym)

dialect form: krööruusimmaa
dialect form, locative : krööruusiimmaala

Descriptive text: “Linnainmaan tilaan kuuluva pelto, jolla on joskus ollut torppa. Torpan 
omisti Grönroos-niminen mies. Tilalla on ollut myös veräjä, jota on yleisesti kutsuttu 
nimellä krööruusivveräjä”

located in administrative unit (P131): Kokemäki (Q986409)

Related name
dialect form: krööruusivveräjä (typed according to pronunciation)
nominative / normalised form: Grönroosin veräjä
place type: wicket
location (P276): Grönroosinmaa

location (P276): Kakkulainen (new item), Linnainmaa (new item)

Map sheet ID: 114308 Map square X: 21

Map square Y: 45 Pin number: 7

Collection (municipality): Kokemäki Collector: Leila Koivula



Names Sampo
HELDIG, SeCo, Kotus, 2018

Aggregated research interface for several place name 
sources





Modelling for a local 
Wikibase



A local Wikibase could connect places and 
names from different sources, provide data to 
Wikidata and enable multilingual tagging for 
museums, archives and broadcasting, either 
directly or via Wikidata. It could serve minority 
languages with little effort.



time

name change

area change

When does a place become a new item?
“The SAPO model” “The Wikidata model”
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entity or property?

Wikidata uses properties
Land Survey has entities
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entity or string?

lexeme?

Wikidata uses strings
Land Survey has entities

Wikidata has chosen 
textual properties over 
lexemes for names.



Geographical shapes
Wikibase does not come equipped with a possibility to use 
spatial geometries or reasoning.

Federation
To be able to fully benefit from Wikidata and contribute to it, 
ontology federation with Wikidata is needed.



Thank you!


