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LNc. 2586617 sut. G.V.P. PICOZZI, Royal Corps of Signals hoving been
duly sworn st_tes;-
S
I cm 30 years of cge, of pritish Nctionality, born at 1ondcn.
My perixanent hone is (NIL). | 5
I an at present living at pearl's rill priscn, Singapore where I an ceting
a8 a warder,

3

:jhc: following is an account of my experiences in The ([dlitary gaol in
pecrls Hill rrison, Singopore, vwhere I was incarccrated fron jugust 1943
until August f44.

I was locked up in ccll 19 D Block. There were 13 other scldiers

! there when I arrived and vhen I saw then I realised thet this was indecd hell
on earthe. They were covered in septic scabies, were suffering from beri-beri
and in many cases dysentery. Iveryone was hcepelessly undcernourished ond
terribly thin, the average weight being cbout 7 stone. The food was totally
incdequate - three neals @& doy ccnsisting in 2ll of soric 8 ozs. of rice with
a little soup and cn occasionel fish hend. For five nonths we all but
starved tc death and I personclly went down from 12 stone to 6 stone 2 lbs.
by which timc I was very sick with scabies and beri-beri. On asking or
rother begging for medicine I was told to hurry up and dic as there was no
trecatnment for such as I.; In seven nonthe I had becen in sclitary confinerent
as I was still an untried prisoner and ny statc of nmind was such that I just
wanted to dic.

 Lveryone livcd in constunt feur of the guards us scvere beatings
wvere the punishnent for the slightest offeuncc.s The following arc some of the
worst atrocities vhich T witnessed:;-

le In March or /,pril 194} therc was in priscn vwith ne an old Creck
| priest fron Mulceca. e wes suffering fron scvere scabics arnd one
night when he was moaning in his ccll the gutrd went in and kicked
and bcat hiri. He dicd thc swic night. Tic guard vvho rmurdered hi:a
18 himself now a prisoncr in the gacl and T have identified hin as

YLMITISHI,

Chinese und jurasi:nsrﬁz?b becn curricd out on stretciicrs to be
behcadcd, toc sick eIk or even crawl. Young Chincse, tcc yocung
to die, have left for executicnf shoutirg for vietory for the sllics
cand shoving us the wiy to die for King «nd Country.

The nost pathetic sight was scvelr Zurcsicns, scue of them iy fricnds
in pcacetine, whosc conly eriuc was thut they hoad tiken nevs intc
Changl Cwiip which wos ecmmon practicc in Singupore. For this they
werc condcrmed to death after promises frou the Jups thot they would
bc excused if they bcewic good eitizans, They were behecded on 26
Nov. '43,
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’hen Hatfield was condermed to die he was kept in an crpty ccll for
six deys prior to his c¢xecuticn., He wus in « vory bad statc and was
handeuffed ané withcub bedding, He had a horror of beheuding and
the guards never lost «n cppertunity of tormenting hin with
renindcrs of what was to come. His mentil cnguish rust have beon
alriost unbecrable, From o 16 stcne mon he had becone a 7 stonc wreck
anG was exccuted on 6 Dcc. '43.

An Indian soldier was kicked in the back by o guard and corpletely
crippled. PFe could not walk :nd eventually Gdicd _,/ The guard who
mrdered him is hinself now c prisoner in the gool and I have
identified hin as NIHAR. HIDIO.

4 Chinesc rxn was driven nad by cconstant bectings cnd eventually
killed hinself by bashinghis head aguinst the wull of his cells)
The gucrd wvho was responsible for this wmant's dewth is hiniself now
a prisonecr in the gecl znd I Lave identified hii: as X.M.TL.

An Inglish PO naned Rrown of the Ioyal Regirent was driven mod by
censtant beating and general illtrcatient. The guard responsible
for this is hirself now @ prisoner in thc gaol and I h..ve identi-
fied hin as MII0. He was alsc in charge of the issue of rations
and ntde sure that the pritish and ..ustralian PsO.’ werc alicst
starved to decth.,

Tvo sustralicns died of starvation and genercl illtreatment in July
1943_3/' The mcn whe is pertially responsible for their dcath is
MORIMOTO who is now o priscncr in thc gacl.

I have perscnally been illtreated by the following guards who arc
ncw prisoncrs in thc gool and who I huve identified;-

(2) HIIDA -~ Knocked ne unconscicus three times with his sword butt
ana nade i crawl onc rile on riy hands and knces vhen I was
sick with dysentery and ninlcric ard eoula not wulk. Hc did
this just for the plcasure of seccing 1y sores cut and blecedinrg.

(b)) MR.TLA - "hen I was unablce to walk and was crawling clong he
kicked ric in the facc bcecause I was not geoing fast enough
It hes left o scar on ry forel.ecd, '

(¢) S8LATO - Tock particular delight in torturing e by rcking me
crawl abcut and beating me when T was to sick to iwove.

The following guards alsc delihtcd in illtrcutiig priscners. They
are all in gacl and have been identificd by rLes-

() TSUKUD.., ¥eiji - rcduced alrccdy neagre rations crnd kicked
sick prisoncrse.
(b) FOG. - generzl illtrectiient,
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(¢) ONISHI - particularly fond of beating mglish soldiers.,
e kept e on cbout 4 ozs. of rice cnd water for 1 duys
bececuse T would not kiss his sinocs,

SA1TO - starving «nd beatinge

KORBLY..SHTI - particularly fcond of hurting cfficers.

HATORI - beat up everybody., He beat a British socldier naned
lawscn and broke tweo of his ribs. Particularly fond of
kKickinz prisoners until they werc unconscious,

YiMASHTT.. - & purticularly vicious type whe specialisca in
beating up sick prisoncrs, Tie was in charge cf the katchen
fer a tiie when he 12de sure we viere given half rations and
sour rice until everybody was sick. Then he care rounda tell-
ing us tc hurry up and die, helping us cleng with kicks and
blows, :

(h) samp - general illireatient,

(i) CORUMITRA - general allurcatiwnt,
(J) HK.CHELY. - general illtreatixnt,
(k) SHIM0YT - gencral illtreatnent.

~

ifter pec. '43 things began to get a lot better. The foed increusec cnd
cveryone vvho could work was alloved to do so, Of course if 'you were sick
you werc still starved, the Jap rethod being no work; nc focd. ,ftcr about

six wecks things began to drop off cgoin and beatings once norc beccarnie the
crder of the duy. b was futile to ccmplain fer therc was nobody to coni-
plcin tos Eventuclly I was sent to Clungi PO Hospitcal vwvhen the guards
thought I was pist saving. This was cone cf their rLost falious jokes, They
would keep scldiers in their cclls with no nedical treatrent and just before
they caied scnd ther: tc Changies In this wioy the recspensibility for the
ceaths did not 1l1lic with the priscn acuthoritics.

My statcment can be corroboratcd by sete Y.PP, R.SC.
Sete MORALIT, 2 1oyals
csM, HIE, 2/26 pogte LIF.

(signcd) G.V. FICOZZI, Sete
worn beforc e
(signed) .G, PRITCHLADe Lta Col.
0.C. NCe 7 ar Crines Inmvestigation Tedile
This 8th duy of Junuury 1946

pectailed tc examine thie cbove

by ¢ in C, .llied I2nd .7orecs St...




