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AUSTALLILT wa CRIS COLi TasICiT,

Zvidence taken at Oydney on 12 November 1945 before ir., Justice
lainsiield,

171148 Lieut. Ben Charles :IACINLY, 2/29 Battalion, beinz duly sworn,
<1ve the followin: evidences:

iy full number; name, rang and unit are IX.71148 Licut. Den Charles
Haclney, 2/29 Battalion, 1y houe address is 12 Benelon  Crescent,
Bellevue ilill, Sydney.

On the evening of 17 January 19,2 2/29 Battalion made contact with the
enemy at Bakri and from the mornin:; of 18 Jznuary the battle was at it
heishte On 19 January 1942 we joined up with 2/19 Battalion saae lit+%]
distance soutia of Bakri., 'From Bakri we withdrew to larit Sulongz, wherc
we were held up by a bridge and strong Japanese forces deiendin: the
brid_ee Ve made a stand there from the morning oi 21 January until we
were captured the followin daye' and we had very heavy casualties,

Tne following; is a sumary of tae nagpenin.s between 22 January 19,2
and 21 March 1942 inclusive. I do not !mow the names of the J apanese
responsible and I deo not kiow of iy own ‘mowled e what unit it was tha:
captured us at Farit Gulong, but I have heard subsequently Ifrom

Col. siappe that it was the Japanese Imperial Guards Division; these
soldiers were big.er than the usual Jaonanese Solaiersaqe

1. rany men comprising A.I.Fe and Indian Army soldiers - the majorit
severely wounded, soms of whow had been lying in truciis, vans etc., up
to four days with necessarily limited medical attention and were
subjected to the treatment briefly outlined below at JURIT SULOLIG by
leJdecds so0ldiers,

2o £riot to the closinz in of IJ. soldiers I uyself had been wounded
in four places making me incapable of walkking and ;reatly restricting
any movemnent.

(a) a bullet throu:h the lefi le; below the imee causing a

fracture,

(b) shell splinter in baclc.

(¢) shell splinter in ouiside of rigat calf.

(d) shell splinter in rear of ri.at knee.

Fe These coldiers made up same of the casuvalties of the 65 Fd Bty
(2./15 Fd Reqta}; zl- & TK Re;t.; 2/19 it . Bn; 3/29 Inf Bn, and other
units of the 45 Indian Bde, under which cousiand these aslF, Torces
had been placed. These soldiers had been sathered tozether during
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the days prior to and including the 22 Januwry 1942, and wvere by 1200
hrs 22 Jamulry 1942 essembled - some in trucks, others lying zbout in
various positions (many of whom because of wounds had been unable to
gain the shelter of a vehicle) - on or about the roadway imaediately

I°0ORTH of the PARIT SULOI'G Bridgeeo

4s tnemy fire of all types continued for some tine to pour in from
all dircetions uvon the vehicles and personnel vho had gathered along

a short section of the roud after an order had been given for all troops
who were able to do so to vacate the position., pBecuuse oi lack ol
unwounded soldiers und scarcity of arms -néd amunition very little
retuliation fire went out from this group in return for that of the enen}
inother officer cnd I operuted for as long as ummmnition was available a
Bren gun from beneath a utility truck in order to in some way add to the
comparative lack of fire from our position and to perhaps lengthen by at
least a short period the time wheh the enemy would inevitably close in or
our position, and thersby enuble those who had becn able to get awwy to
have a better opportunity of travelling a fuir distance before the Japs
had use of the road and were able to push forward and perhaps prevent
our men from gaining contact with our forces from whom we had been cut
off for several dayse

5e sbout 1430 hrs 2ll fire from the convoy ceased and shortly after-
wards from all directicns especially "IST Jepanese soldiers closed in
on our positions, Indications umidst much unintelligible yelling, were
mede for our personnel to assemble jat a point TTST of the road ana over
a parit which run by the side of the road,

6o gome of the fit men —-of whom there were very few - were wllowed

to assist the more unfortunate; others were compelled to move immeciately
to the asseubly point and remain, This as:embling was a slow process as
many were incapable of movement, Jen were lying cbout in all directions.
some dead, many seriously wounded who had been uncble to gain any shelter
whatever bein: incupable of any movement, Other unable to make nmch
prosress, had m-noged to crawl or drag themselves to one of the many
vehicles and there lie exhausted,

7o ohe following are some of the acts cormitted by the J. panese during
the process of wsseinblin, the mene.

(@) cn many occasions a Jup approuchin, « wounded man; would indicate
for him to move along with the restg however, sometimes the
soldier would be incapable perhaps of any movement whatevere.

Upon feailin:, to do as the Jap indicated, the l.tter would

irmediately begin yelling <nd meking, signs - still no movement
by the wounded soldier whereupon he would be bashed about with
the rifle, kicked, and on soie occasions eventually either run
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through many times with the bayonet, or with the rifle close to
his head -~ shot. This was the fute of a good muny wounded men,

(b) sometimes nen hobbling towards the little bridge over the
parit which led to the assembly place, and others who were crawlir
would have a Jup cowe up to them and he dealt a terrible blow,
sonetimes to the beady but most always to the head, with the butt

of the rilfle, gome were knocked down, whereupon they would be
kicked,

(¢) The fate of others was to be hurried when they were already
moving as fast as their wounds would wllow, by some Japs using a
vuriety of nethods ~ some kicking, some often strikin. with their
rifles and other times many proddin;; the men with their bayonets,

(d) Cae man budly wounded in the chest wund thish was making to
the bridge very slowly by crawling and drag.in; himself al ong the
ground, He was hit severcl times by Jups tut was incapable of
moving fasterg A4 Jop drove his bayonet imto the man ¢nd made as
if to push him along the edge of the roads The man fell full
length face dowvnwards, whereupon the Jap thrust in his bayonet
severul times «nd then left him, moving off to sowe other unfortun-
ate who would &lso be Lrutally trecated to mcke him move faster,

(e) A Jep came to nyy position, He pushed anotlier officer, who
was with me and standing, avay, then indicated for me to move also,
I rointd out that I wus unable to do so, whereupon he began kickirng
me; but even knowing what was wanted and with the urge to avoid
this foul treatment, I was uneble to stand, He then struck mne
several times with Lhis rifle; then jrodded me with his bayonet,
2'inally he let the officer come back but even with his help I was
uncble to walk, my left leg being uszless and 1y right altogether
too painful., The Jups started screaming agoin and began belting
us boivh with his rifle butts Eventually, with the aid of another,
I nenaged to get along by swinging mysell on their shoulders,

hen crossing the small bridge the three of us were struck many
times by the Jans on both sidese.

(f) By these various means ull the prisoners were either herded

into the area or killed by shooting or buyoneting, or left dying
on the road.

(&) Upon approsching the bridge over the parit all personnel had
to take off sny equipment and throw on the road watches, pens,
pencils - anything visible to the Japs except clothing,

(h) Lifter crossing the bridge, ulmsst everyone being hit as he
did so with a rifle by one or all of the Japs who were on both
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sides, all prisorers had to remove their clothing except their
boots wund socks :¢né putties, which was thLrown into a heape The
clothes were thrown amon;st the prisoners after a considerable
time had elarsed, during which they had be:n searched.

(1) one wounded mcn who hud been placedby our ovn people upon a
table form und put inside an office truck, was seen by a Jap.
The tuble form was dra..ed out .nd le 't leanin, against the back
of the trucke, The Fellow hud been dead for csome time and become
stiff, mThe body was then Propped up in &n upright position on
the tubletop, gmituated in this rositicn, it created enormous
amisement to the Jup concerned and was un object of ridicule to

many Jaeps afterwards,

Ce Vhen &1l had assembled the Prisoners were mate to sit in the nude
in a circle within o ring of Jap guards, Thare were approximately 110
el oFe S0ldiers znd 35 to L0 Indian army soldiers,

Ce IAny Jepanese troops were by this time moving, along the road, some
on foot, others on bicycles and many in lorries (botih J..p and civilians).
They were hulted often and on thece occasicns in.ny would come over to
h.ve a look at the prisoners - about 150 nude bodies, unshaven, dirty
aénd blood clotted; some fiesh ond n-ny reopened by movement and still
blecding freely. mTo the Jops the prisone:s were of great interest, some
showing mirth, others ill temper and wickedness; many hit or kicked (or
both) and punched und procded men with bayonets, often if pcssible
kicking where a wound lay open, ond so great was their satisfaction upon
any visible evicdence of Puln that the dose wes often repeated,

10, One Jap tormented prisoners by drawing bis sword and wiping the
blood off it by repeatedly dipping it in the water in the parit and
drawving it over an oificer!'s thrvai, Others he tornents by making as
though to run them through or cutting their throcis,

11, i1l those on the outside of the grouy, and particularly those
closest to the road were trected worst. T was onzs of those near the road
‘havin:. been amongs st the last to arrive at the assembly point, and was,
like others, kicked; struck and buttered many times, most always with
rifles end on sone occasions with sword stabters. mae Je ps most always
used their rifle butts. The wound in my back attracted the atiention

of rxny who whenever possible took delight in kicking and belting the
place vhere & wound was €2’pOSel ¢ 5

12, l&ny prisoners werz knocled unconscious when declt terrific blows
on the head with rifle butts,
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13, The Jup in charge of the rriconers was dressed quite differently
from the person:el of the gurard, with dark colcured tunic, Ixreeches,
knee high boots, arned with pistol and sword with soie braid at the hilt,
and carryin; a l.rge map case., He gave orders to the guarde

1,4 The prisoners were forced into a little shed or warage which was
altogether too smull in view oi' the following circumstances and actions,
as given below;

(a) rthe Jeps grunted, yelled, kickecd, hit and prodded with
bayoncts unt:.1l most of the prisoners had scrambled into the shed,

(b) sowe were knocked unconscious ané others killed during the
Process,

(¢) socue walited on top of the more helpless, wounded men were
pushed &nd fell upon others and terrific yells of pain were
practically continuous,

(d) Those closest to the ojening were first to be put into the
shed vhich soon became & stinking, scrambling hell hole full of

tortured, groaning, daeliricus wounded soldiers,

(e) Thoce still fit were unable to do tnything except for those
irmediately around theia,

(f) The ched was u ch tco smalls fellows near the doorway, being
hit, kicked and prodded scrambled in, endeavoured in vain to
2void hurting, their comrades, There was not room even to put a
foot dovm without step.ing, on some part cf some body already with
bodies above and belov,

(¢) Aguin and again fellows were forcea in on toj of others,

15 IMuny men were groenirg rost of the time and there were yells,
repected tine and time eagain, by many Tor water., It weés hours and hours
and with some a duay or more since they kad had a arink, fcr watcer and
those to icsue it had been scarze during, the four days of the progress
along five miles of roud, ‘uter was not given to the prisonerss

16, Six officers were taken frcm the grovp and put togethe~ about six
Or seven yards awuya

i A £ Requests were made at first and vhen these were ignored demwuncs
were akGe of the Jup in charge bo provide medical attenticn and water
for the prisoners und also siwcking meterials (of which muich of the
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prisoners ovn was lyin. in u le 4} nearby); but these were ignored,
This Jap could read tut rofuoe ¢ to speak Imilishe

A little 1 ter cnothe; I".ve was made and ogain the prisoners were
subjected to violence urnd ter: Tie brutalities by the guards, This
time all the ors were put intc two roows ¢ff soie coolie quarters,
This was a long vrocess j meny ‘26 to be cerried end, although not far,
steps hud to be climbed; the dcad were nov «llowed to be left, their
bodies too, h.d to be t.ken ied these roans, The worst wounded were
‘.gain tre.teq 1‘-.10128(13}’; they e e ez .ezl~q to move as fit ana when
fuilin. to do so vere struvcl.. k .clked axc -nnched, Iwny incapable of
any uovement witicut ascistenre were bz hed on the heud und soine were
killed by bayonettin;_, na a ff7 -were s.. ¢, ..1together,; a lurge numbe
were woundec further by tie J: sute

1% “ieen al11 the ULS were in the roors the doors were closed., The

8ix officers wer: mide to sit on, the ct2p- in front oi one of these
T'OOmS 4

20e Recuests .ng deands for mecicll .dd; water «nd smoles were again
iznored «nq «ltlolh these wera rede tiie ..ng tile aguin throuzhcocut the
whole rerioc., tliey w. re i norzé by the Jel 1n clLarge,

2le Shortly af.er.ris ..n Ind*icn soldisr who hud been hiding in one
of the muny vehi:lie: (hich wome bein_ tacisected und seurcheq by the
Jups) wus brou_at into the builglin:, T had & bad wound on one hund 7
the top purt of wh-.b hed becn @lown awey, ard one le, of his trousers
“as savurcted witk b ocod as choM l he vere blecdin, from so.e wound in
his thich, He was lLinedictely tiuck to tieo ground by & Jap and his
rockets cleanzd oat.

22 o ™e ORs wic kid been Ju.me®d into the srll rooms were scranbling
ta the windows. £ouning all the time, and selling tine and tiae again
for water and t3 pe let out,

23, The roice ¥ batile was loiir, zone: ncwi:ere excent in the far

distcnce could b: heard even . ' Qecf elcnally, an enemy uvlane flew
overke«d, |

2l o Still goin: down the rcoil were lorr: af Ser lorry of Jajanese
soldiers «nd rwch ertillery e:u®izent. JeryT seldom Row was there a halt
but euch time 1l convoy did sin Jap soldiw s li:veriably cwme across to
tl.e building to g:e the priscnezrse.

25¢ Later, nury stulf curs c.z¥ alony, tws ~f which were preceded by
tanl: and notor 2¥Gliste and fc'dowed simi.a * .o They haltzd in front
of the place vike-a he prisonc: g were ang M7 Japs came over., They
were uet by the Jwup in churge of° the Prisone: s amidst .guech sh outing,




pvidentiary Document " K043 Page Te

sclutin,, wnd bowin; by this Jup and the personnel of the guard, Other
Jup soldiers in the are. wlso gave their attention to the party which

consisted of officers and scme very senior ones

26« Cne of these new arrivals weés outstunding and presuwably the
co;iunder of the Jurcnese forces in the area - a short, stocky fellow,
;. body .uwrd kept close with Lim alvays. He was well dressed, his
sword hanging lcw und with a great awount of brovm cord at the hilt,
kneec hi l. boots ané sjurs ull ;listening. The attitude of the Japs
to this officer was as thou h he vas scuiething far and above any of
them, as though tc them he was as & Gode

27 1@ looked at the ofificer ;risoners, who were mde to move off
the steps und stund; then mounted the steps, the body guard keeping
very close, ana looked throu_h the window ut the mass inside of one of
the rooms,

26 Upon leavin_ the buildin. lie spole to one of tle oificers
aceoiy «i:yin,, him vwlo in turn p«ssed on vhut wvwere « purently orders to
tle Jop in charge cf the prisoners,

2¢e Leuvin, u couple behind this purty then departed. Agaln came
the yelling, bowing, and salutinze. .t first the tuanks, then the
cycles then the curs moved off., and after tl.em were wore cycles and
tanks, Lilong, the ro.¢ wherever Jupanese were to be seen, they paid
their complinecnts to these two cars very reverently.

304 tne of those remainin., was asked to allow wuter to be given

to the prisoners, m.ny o: whom were 2ll tae time yelling for it, A
little ;mlay boy vho hud been with the convoy for some time was told
by hin to et scie. Cn returnin,, hovever, the Jap in chuarye noticed
the contuiner and iimediutely hit it out of his hanas und then kicked
the kiddye.

3le e was asked abecut medicual attention but scid that Japanese
pediccel men were tco tusy. Later asi:ed for water, he said thut if the
Jap in churge suid, wov%, there wa: not ing he could do about tie
matter, vhen asked could the cigureites be got froix the heap of
rrisoners! belongzings he replied, mot yeton

32 .hnother o rour of Jeps arrived «nd took nuny rhotogruphs ana m-de
notes, .fter tlis was completed, the ci_arettes and water which had
been held out by the personnel of the guard to the prisoners, some

of whom huad been let out of tihe rooms for the iurpose of being

photo ruphed,; but held just keyond their reach, were retained by the
Japs .na throvn aw.y respectively, which mwiae worse the feelings of
lie already near aespc iring men,
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33 The Ors verec again forced into the roon.

3 « tThe Indien soldier, who had been knocked down in front ~f the
building, was showing signs of regaining consciousness. 11e began te
sit up but the Jup in charge kicked hiia ever aguine. He sat up aguin
und this time was viciously kicked meany times, For & while the Indian
1.y still, grooning <nd jabberinge. rhe J.p yelled at him and took a
rifle from cne of the guards znd bashed the tndian, then thrust the
buyonet into hii time and time again., Then he was heaved into the
parit by the Jup thrustin, tie bayonet into his body and heavinge A
few secobds ard the terribly blood-stained, horrible face emerged above
the water und the Jap lavelled the rifle und fired. The heud jerked
but reuminec above weterj there was anotaer shot and this time the head

disupneared,

35, The traffic going south was not so thick now and movin; mere
freely, occasionall) a mctor cyclist or a CuI +0ing northe. There were
still a few who lef: tihe rcad to see the prisoners or to poke about the
vehicles inguisitively, some occasionally kicking a body to sec if any
life was left in it.

36, About sunset the guarda began to move about the house. IEchine
cuns were brought from where they had been resting betwecn tours of duty
and placed in front of the building.

37. The officers were then tied together by the following methods.

mwo guards approached the officers undoing as they cume a small coil of
rope which thcy tool: rirom their belts. The officers were then made

to stand, two ol thei unable to du soO without assistance and both
inc.pable of walking. Both hands of ewch ofiiccr were tightly tied
behind his bock. After this, another length of rope was tiec to the
wrists, passed ip under the chin unad around the neck and then down again

' to the wrists, where it wus pulled tight, thus forcing the hands well up

the back und mkinz the rope terribly tight sgainst the throat. The
second rope was not cut but was pusced on to the wrists of the next
ofiicer, where a similar procedure was carried out; then sgain on to the
next and so »n, so that as well &as makin, Irore secure the tying of each
they were all linked together, 1i1ring this process, th.e two Jzrs
treated the officers unmercifully, jevking the ropes this way and that
and many times lashing them sevepsly alkoav the head anda body with loose
leniths, oftern kicliing ferociously at some part of the body that was
swaying or stumbling - throusk *he Jans own treatment - in the wrong
direction for them to ¢o wha.er.r they wish=d. During this precedure

T was kicked in the legs ard lachsd abeut tLe body and head, purticularly
the l.tter, muny times, this being mairly because I wes unable to stand
properly and each time a rope was pulled I swayed this way or that, thus
continually hindering these Japs in their weork.
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38, This done, the ORs were brou_ht out from the rooms. One by one
as they came dcwn the steps they were tied brutully with their hands
behind their backs; the first was then connecteé to the second but only

- from wrist to wrist, not over or arouné the neck as with the officers,
thien from the second to the third and so on, the first then being tied
to the nearest of the smull line of officers.

39« The su;. ly of rcpe ruan out wunC some Jups were bringing pieces
of wire vnc vith tihese were tying up rwny of the jrisoners,

40, coiapl..ints were made to the J.ps in churze regurdin,, this ill-
treatient. leurly every m.n wus lwashea, mostly <bout the head, wnd
kicked by tie Japs. 0Often a soldier viho was morc difficult to tie
because of his wounds preventing his moveiient, was subjected to lashings
(sometimes now with wire) .nc kickin,. oOccasion.lly, wnother gu<rd
secin,, his fellow soldier beating a priscner, would rush up and add to
th.t prisonerts nmisery by strilkin. hiwm ;ith his rifle butt,

41, This h. bit of one Jup comin,, to another when that other was
ill-treutin, 4 irisoner, so as to add his efiorts also, occurred very
often,

42, The Juip in chorge took no notice of the conplaintse.

i3 It was neccssary to wove the first lot well away from the steps
of the builcing, to allow the others to ccme down from the rooms and be
tied. They were shiftea back towurds the shed which before hud been
filled with prisoners. “hen the line of officers moved, one of ti.em
fell iumediately. .ifter bein  kicked in all .urts of the body and being
struck muny times vitlhh rifle butts, he wus cuv free from the chain,

I fell «ufter very little movenent., The Jups becume more annoyed
appurently beciuse I was the secona one to foll and I sufiered similar
11l treatnent, but to a greater extent. I was kicked in all parts of
th¢ body tnd struck m ny times on the heac «nc body with rifles. 9Jne
Kieclk split nyy right eyebrow whiclh then hun, édown over the eye, the
blood pouring over uy face. _fter some kicks «nd hits the Juvs would
force the othwrs along, Imm this wiy I vas ar<g,eda a short distance,
Then would comuence &gwin wnothcr rei n of blows und then I would be
are ;ea a few nore feets Iventu.lly, the Japrs cut we loose <na left
me lying upon tle grounc in a much worse, poiniful «nc¢ wehing conaition
thon before. Tirc 1oui:d in ny b.ck h.é been kicked imny times, which
iept it bleeding freeuy, as .ere all the otihier wounds wnda cuts I had
recclvVele

il - s e SRS s 6 -

Ll e Toweras the enc, either the sup;ly of rope .nd wire was exhausted
or the Jups grew tirec of tying the prisoners as a few numbering about
20, wvere left untieds The remcinder cere tied in _roups of 20 to 25
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each. The dewd were left in the I'O0N,

L% ™e ] risoners were then Llude to nove along the front of the
buildin:. s tovurds, and then erounc, the south end. mhere were -1y who
Were unable to move ot wll, ¢nd others because of being, tied, could not
&€t the necesgsary assistunce, so thut Lmny stwabled, some fell, cuusing
others . 1lso to full, These vere thicn kickeu and struck, and bayoneted,
until «s 11 ny us could o so were «Gudn standing, «né then the line
irocecueu sloily, sone still bein,, aru_jed, of vhich a few occasionwlly
ruiseu tlhciigclves to their knees only to be a_uin thrown off bulance,
iwny ol ti:csc vere tlhen frecd fronm the line wund left lying. The Japs
sraspeu otiers «nd ére_ ed them along, soize \ere Kicked, sore struck,
otincrs cecply prodded with buyonets,

46, The :riscners were then herded into o sroup and the nassaere
which followed was to say thce leust nost violent wna wickea,

47« Rifles wnd pueliine guns belched forth a storiu of decath - a few
fell, « group fell, JAter the Tirst vwhile 4 few remasined stending -
these were eithur struel: by rifle fire or hit by a burst from a machine
oWle Rifle wund Liechine sun fire ent towurd any person who yelled,
Firin, vas indiseriuate and tny men had fullen not bec.use of death
but becuuse they h.¢ either been jpulled cown by othcrs fulling, or
becuuse the indiseriiate firin, hud only wdded to the nwober of their
vounds «nc. the pain they suflierec,

LG, oOlle Jup soldiers then returned to the front of the building, and
Cegun tuking aw.y the bodies of those who hal been cut free from the
cuulilse These theoy dry. €a round the corner in the same direction as
tiic otliers had been t.ken,

45« They left behindg only one body; this bein;, the furthest away from
tlie bodies of the tvo0 officers who had previously been cut free from
tiie ¢. wuine This w.s Ie To ne tic fute of the }Lrisoners was quite
cviaent, unc .y only hoype of escupe vis to eindeavour to nwke the Jups
bclieve thot T wes deuc., and ; crhups stand ¢ clwnce of being, left lying
therc. I knevw tiut T shoulc have up; earea deud enou;_h :rovideda tiut

I rcixined guite still, Blcod hug been runnin  over iy fuce from the
Lounc in vy eyebrow wnc ulso frou « few cuts in ny hewa vhich had bled
freely., I wus hatless; h.u not Gone ny hair for uges; I was unshaven
for wore tiion five duys; 1y hair ves nottea  ith blood sn¢ dirt; my
neck anc shirt top werec very bloody; the wound in my baek still bleed-
1hZ, +uG siwll ool of blood on the ground; iy shirt torn to ribbons and
s-tur.tec with blood belo the Lound anc all alon, the side; ny shorts
Wire wlso bloocst.ined, -y ri_lit leg from the knec doun wus also
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bloody; theo old bundy.,e on my left leg was long since dirty und dis--
coloured; one bayonet hud ;one through the bandage and entered the culf
above the exit hole of the bullet; also cbove the buck of my left boot
anotiier bayonet wound bled freely.

I 1.y quite still, very uncoufortuble .nd wchkin, as I was still
bound securely and .infully tighkt; the rope still bein; zround ny neck
prevented ue frou stretchin_ iy wrms, my hands still being in the
vicinity of ny shoulder blades. gome Japs cuue, stood over e for a
tvhile, «nd s if to make sure one pushea e severwl times with his boot
I «lloved my boay to 1ove guite freely in whatever direetion it was
forcea., One or more of tiiciu then kiclied i:e in sever.l . laces. '-ith
this they left leaving « few behina to fire in the directicn of uny
sounu oOr vhenver anyone nioved,

50e Tuny Jups went to the roud and returned brin.in; wuny of the tins
of petrol which were ¢ rried on our vechicles,

5ka They procecded to pour t. is over the prisoners, mxny of whom were
still conscious,

52+ The prisoners verc then set alighit, and winid serewiis and yells of
puin, fri_ht; nervousnesc and delirium, burnt to death.

53 I lay outside the building unuble to move even just a little to
a less achin, position. -~hilst there the cutburst of curses wné yells
ti.ct had uccomp.nied the beginnin, of the firin, «nd had since somewhat
subsided, wis not very long after revived acuin,

She I coulu see the flickers of a fire vhicl oceusionully would burst
out very bri htly. The prisoners were bein_ burnt. and .&ény were

scre. ming «nd yelling terribly, There cu.e to me the smell of burning
rug and then whot woe just as distin uishuble the odor of burnt flesh,

Bl I h.c¢ nunogged to be 'dewd! as fur as some of the Jups vere
concernea «nd now wus determined even more thun ever before thiut no
ni.tter whot pauin I was sufiering; how -y body uched, or ho# unco::fortuble
or vi.t crunps I hud to endurey I woull rewxdn ‘*decd! until such tine

.8 the Jope departed,

506 Throu_hout the whole period Jups cwsne irom tlie rouc to see what
Wi s olng, one In pissing me sometiiies I would only be pushed, other
times coimpletely ignored; and on other oceusions individuals acted
unmercifullye. ilovw muny time I wus kicked, buttered sith rifles by tliose
Jups pussing, I know not, but «1l1 the time T had to wwintoein that
lifeless uttitudce
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57« Jap personncl-for aies muintained a patrol about the area,
dccasionally v shot or shots would Le fired, Jiny times one or more

of thew in their wwnuerin s cwane across LYy body; some just passed by,
others voulé satisfy theuselves by previously used mcthods - kiecking
and hitting mostly.on the head, Some unfortunutcly used their bayonets
most just prioking ue in the back. o0On two occasions they were more
than priclks; once the Jup jumied wnd grunted as he lunged forv..rd but
fortunately he w.s too fixr cway ~nd the buyonet entered ny side between
the ribs .nd appurently c¢id no hurm; the other when a baycnet point
struck my right e¢lbow m-king it useless for muny duays; one Jap decided
he wouli h.ve uy boots, and ccused me much puin whilst he roughly
pvulled them off ny fcet,

58 18 tiwe went on activity in the areu becume less and less, until
eventuclly there wus no sign or sounéd of any Jup c¢bout. I waited long
after this before being certuin thut no one wus p trolling. I knew
thut to be secn moving would be the end,

5 & jueh later, after T hud forced nyself from my bonds, which was &
very painful «nd loni und tedious task - und got some water, I was met
by « sergeant enc onother soldicr, both smelt very strongly of petrol -
they had been with the group vhen fired upon and set uliiht,

50, Sgt. croft told me thut they were amongst the few who had not
been tied, and had been together when the prisoners were fired upon,
they had fcllen with the first burst of firing -~ neither of them hit -
ané loy with the remainder. “hen the petrol wus brought from the roac
tl.ey had both hud some thrown on them. Then the _roup had been set
alicht. The fellow with Crcft hied yelled out wund wus im edaliately fired
on, Sgte Ccroft then got this fellcw and himself free from the heap of
men, hadé lain still undé guizt closc by un.il tie Jau;s left the area,

61, mhe soldier, vhose noue 3 do not know, died when in the jungle
& short distunce west of parit sSulong,, on the following afiernoon the

23 Jun. 42

52 set. Croft left me at first light on the mornin, of the 24 Jun
42, acoompunied by an In.liish soldier who huad come to our position in
the junygle in the early hours of 23 Jun 42 anc vho hac been cui off
from our forces vhen north of Terit Sulong.

63. Pto. C.-TMcbertson of 2/19 Inf Bn is rc;ortea to huve seen
sgte. Croft chout two duys later (auprox 26 jan L2)e But a3 rar cos 1is
known g:ct. Croft h. s not been seen since thet acie,
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64o .ifter spending 36 duys lyin. in an¢ erewlin. sbout the jungzle ar
rubber pluntation arew bectwecn Parit sulon,, «nd Butu Pahat, I was
c.ptured by ruluy policemen and tiken to Parit Sulong police stution
on tae 27 reb 42, T was still unable to walk, had sufferca a gre.t d-
froi: my wounds, exposure, sturvation and filth, und hoC bkecouc very we
end dirty ana lost a tremendous wmount of weight,

6_5;- the follovin_ duy 28 Februcry 1942 T vas hinded over to Jep
solcicre by the uluy Tolice und tulen by so.e of these Jups tc B.tu
Puiat vhere I wus left for soiic time ouiside a buildir, ap.rox South ¢
the town vwhichk was a Jepanese [in, convalescent Depot wnd hospital
combined.

06, sbout sunset of thut dey w Jar cume to e cLrrying, a piece of ro
this he put round rzy neecl: with « slijknot. Cuillirng for two Indiwns to
eeyr me, I w.e tuken ubout 150 yurdas to w gu.rd rocm, One the wuy, if
I at any time lugged buck, the Jup gave the ro—€ a scverc rull wirich
Jerlked ny necl: considerably znd T was many times prevented from breutl:
as th.e roze pulled too tiuht on zy throat.

67o Upon arrival ot the cUera room - vhick heé an sgen front, the Ju;
C.ime out cnu watched us I wes bein;, lashea to ¢ post, . ith iy buck
against it, rope wus Tirct wound wround my threet «nd tle post, then
over ny chest, .ore roye was brought, my hunds tied behind iy baclk,
and the rojpe thea wound round ona round, until I wus securcly «nd tigh
tled to the post froiz ny neck to ny feet.

4 e L . . : o = ~ .

08 o Toe personnel of the guard then went -ast in single file, euach
elther hitting., punchin; or IZicking me as they passed on their wuy bac:
izto the guard roomg

£S . SO I rcmaineG until well into the ni_ht., Several times the suar
cormnder cume out :nd locked ot mes MY bearc greuatly anmused hin wnd
vould stund loughing as he lucled heirs out of it one by one, TIach
timc @ relief came out of the roocu: T wus punisined in some wuy or other.
ana ag.in vhen the relieved ones returncd. Generally by bcing smacked
cr punched on the fauce und chezt or licled.

10 On the afternoon of tiie next duy, the 1 jureh 1642 I was tiken t
& Jap guera to & hospitil, Tere w Jup doctor refused to admit me and
reiused zlso medical attention, and swid he would heve to send me
€lsewviicre as ti:c hospital wus too full,

g I was tkien to the R.TU IT.JL.T Police Station and there rut into
a ccll vhere thore were & “mylish soldiers who had been brou.ht there
a fev duys before, when cuptured a Tow miles out of +thet towmn.,
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72. une of these men was very ill and sufferin_ .reatly from bad
wounds in shoulder.and head,

73 Durin; the following 17 duys thc numbcrs were increased to 2,
soric of “hom were vounded, The followir_ con¢ itions existcd,

(a) lledic.l attention wis refused each tiwe requesis for sonme
were made,

(b) Ailthou,h asking many times for soaj, only on one occasion
was a very small piece provided, Iverytody was very filthy
ana clothes Gcirtye

(¢) Tood wery incdeguate — zmounting to w0 sra:ll meals each
day of about one third of a pint of rice,

(d) One Jep often wulked into the scction of the guol znd
czllinz on a man, punch him on the fuce and chest and final!
with one terrific blow, mostly alwaysto the face, knock the
fellow buck into the cell.,

(¢) ©n two occasions a man wus tuken into a corridor und made
fight the Jup - receiving @ll the tlows and not being «d lowe
(under the pen:lty of much more severe treatment) to hit bac

(f) Two InGisn irmy soldiers were sometimes put in front of so
of these men and mnadée strike them on the faced

(z) Chinese who were locked in the gaol were oiten severcly il.
trecuted, One was put into a strai_ht jacket after being
beaten ubout tle head and body by & pair of crutches (both oi
which were smushed into snll pieces during these beatings;
ana starved until ke died,

Th o on 17 jurch 15642 the 22 prisoners com.€ncea & journey to IT..La
LLI ZURe

75« - Upon wrrival ot FLULG railwey after spending the night of 17/1¢
larch at VIR HIT... we were tulen across thc rails «nd macde clezn out
a filthy dirty cattle trucke usafter this all were put inside anc the
door cluseG., .fter some time during which the truck was shunted back
cné forth severul times, it wes cttached to o goods truin and set off
northvirda.

76, on «rrivel at @InS, we wulked to the olice burraclks. Iveryon:
was euk ond mysclf still unablc to rulk without ussistince,
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77 The following, morning 19 iurch 1942 we were taken eurly 1o the
railwey station und put into an open coul truck the bottom of which
vas covered thickly wit: cozl dust and refuseo

785 1t was unbearably hot in the open truck Gurin  tlhe duy, und sor
of the men becume very ill «nd %»ilious.

79, Fronm XU.Li IUiPUR railwuy staticn we were t.ken to PUDD GAOL
in th.t town arrivin, about 0150 hrs 20 rurch 1942, .4n untidy,
unshaven, filthy dirty, partly c othed, unreco;nisable groupr in
tattered marments und mostly barefooted (sowe suiiering a good deal
from wounds w«nd illaess,; and all very weuk frou stervaticn and elrjosu

80, goon after uy wrrival there I weighed uysell undé founc that I
wuae O stone 7 pounds having lost 5 stone 3 pounds (or 73 pounds)
since coingz into action 63 days previously.

mhis is the tenth and last page ol the evidencedf X 71148
rieut. Pen Charles HL.CIGTY, 2/29 Battalion.

T certify thut the above evidence 1is true :nd correcte.
maken «nd sworn before ue at
gycney on 12 lovember 1945 BaC oILaCKIZY
Lieute I 71145
/3/ ie Mansfield 2/29 Bhe n.I.F.
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