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ARLKI, Sadao, et al

S'’0RN D'WPOSITION

Deponent: GOTO, Ryunssuke

Hoving first duly sworn an 2ath as on attached shect

anéd in accordanc. with the sracedur  follovwed in my country

I hercby dedrse as follows.

AFFIDAVIT OF TAKANUSUKE GOTO

- —

1, T, TuaK4NOSUKE Goto, upon gr&duati5ﬂ in.iéié f;gé a law
class of the Imperial Univefsify engaged in tho acﬁi#ity 5f
Nippon Seincnkan, a foundation >f which trc late Prince Konoye
was chairman. I alsn »articipated in tha yrganigatioson >f the
agsociation called Dai Nipdom Rengo Scinenkan (Th Jananese
Federation >f Young Men's Associntions) and underto >k the manage-
ment of this assoclatlon.

In 1932 I tourcd Burope gand America and upon my return to
Janan and with the assistance Of 1iberals and »eople with soclia-
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listic thinking cstablished a society named Showa fenkyukai (Showa
Research S»ciety) for the nurmose éf achleving n»nlitical renova-
tion; and, in furtherance > this purpose, I cngaged in research
concerning various political, ecnomiec and cultural Hr-obloms
facing this country. After the outbreck of the China Incident
in 1937 with the belief that the only way toward a specdy sct-

=t
tlemont >f the Incldent lay in the formation of a political party

1-._._...._________-‘___- E—

dowerful enough t» hnld down the military in thias country and

in the ho»oe af obéélning the good ceooderatin »f the Natiosnalil-

(SRS by T e — e
stic Party in ChEEELﬂlﬂﬂﬁndﬁfﬁﬁ_&ﬁﬁiﬂt&QCC_LQ Prince Konoye in

the creatiosn of Taisci Yokusan-Kai (The Imperial Rule Assistance

==
Assnciatinn).

Lfter 1ts establishmoent, howover, this usssasciation driftod
away fr>m the course which wo originally planned f»r it and be-

cause »f this I severcd my connection with 1t six months aftcor

1ts inauzuratizn.

2. Ur. Xa¥Zi end I attended the First High Schonl togcthor

and after :ur graduatisn from the University. We continucd to

have friendly rclatin. Bocgus . of this I hav. come t> have a

roal knowledgec of his character and personal and of his business
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life,
a. Mr. Kaya has spent his entirc ndult carcer as n clvill

servant until finally by advancoment he becamc the administrative
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hcad »f >nc of the Government dedartments. His careor has been
that >f a sublic official dovelopod through civil servicc who had
devoted the majarity part »f h;s buainoss life in its sorvico in
tho ficld of financé. | ~— 0 A

b. Ho had n» associatiwn with thc military clique, tho
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Rightists, or tho Leftists and hp was rccognized by the Japancse
poople solely as a distinguished financlal cexpert and not as a
20litical figure., | '

3, I ¥mow that ho wae very indifforont to his personal
affalrs in official 1lifc and.ncver once sought t» gain a high
nogitin such as Financo Ministcrs, I was o classmate »>f tho late
Prince Konoye and since graduatisn from thoe University maintalned
constant comtict with hime We ware - such fricondly terms that
from timc to tire I cxdr.ascd frcoely t> him my views »n »o21litical
affairs and hc on his part often ecimsulted me on statec affairs and
discusscd is unrcserved 2Jinins. aAside from secrct statc affalrs
T was fairle woll Dostod with back shago pdiiticﬁl-1nf§rmati}n_cgn,
tering ar-und him.

a. In Junc 1937 when frincc Knnoye was in the task of
forming his first Cabinct I kncw that ho rccommcndeéf;;. Kenjl

Kodama as thu first cnndidato fwr Finrau ninistor.-~But_qs |

Mr. Kodam& r fuscu t} acqut tha Jffico,_his_thjughtsatqrnod
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t> tho'scloction of lir. KiYa. whom I had atrﬂnglv rucwmmcndgd.

" p. Wnhilc Prince Konofgﬂgéc;ﬁnlzud tho ability and talcnt

n{ Mr. KiY.l a8 & financial ~dministrat :» he was aware ~f thoe foct

that Mr. Ka¥Ya was a nan why was noyt wull considorcd in military

circlos beecauss ~f his 50 ~sistent H>kjcetinn fyr many yoars €2

ineroascs in military budgets. tnd thorofore 2rincc Komoge WoS

very hesitant 1n noming Mr. KuY. for Financo dinlgter.

Hrwever, since hc failed t> laeatc any >ther docemed suitabl.

and dls» because he wanted €1 infusc sOXMe froshncss into the

lincu> 2f his now Cabinct ho cventually rocammoqdnd Mr. Ki¥i, Lor

the pHrsltisn naytwithstandin thoe lﬁttﬁr_s unfavorable stanuing

in military circles. This is what I hcard seraonally from the
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late Princc Komogye atb that timoc.

4, In May 1938 when the first Xonoye Cabinct was roargani-
—— gt

zad, o8 had bocon anticijrated Mr. Kidd rusigned his nositi>n duc

t5 thao Hregsurc Of nHnasitim O his rotonti>n of the AP flce

?rinco Ko n>yo askcd mo tﬁ GQIl o Nr.
- S P

oxcerted by Lrmy circl 8.
KAYX and rcqucst his rosicnation as the arpmy Was strﬁngly oopHspd

to his continuance as Flnancde mlnl store AL pjangﬁd t> ilr. K&Yu

>rince Kvnvfu's v1shus. a8 tho rcsult, M. Yoo¥a TUSiSﬂud his

wpr. Seihin Ikeda centored the Cabinct in his >lace~~
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5. Toward the advent »f 1941 there cxisted grave conecrn

sver the american Japanese relatims.  3ath mr. KoY. and mysclf

\fecling it t» be a vital nccoeslty 0O maintain a »caccful rola-

t1s5n with .merica, had on scyveral sceasinns sXchanged vicws on

this erusial mattcer,
When Mr. Ka¥a assumed thoe Financce ~artfolis insthe Cabinet

succceding the Third Konosyc Cabinet, which was formecd by General

Al a : L S
P00 who was regarded by the Hodle od dno ho1din~ the strongost

—

atEitude toward amcrica I was struck with surorise and folt sone

displeasurc. But whon L saw dr. Kids, tlu then K .eder of thoe
N —— . = ._‘_-_______.--—'“————--—r-—-— e
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Privy Seal, hu cxnlaincd the sltuation thusly: "Gencral TO0JO
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has ny wind to start o war with dmerica as you think hs docSe

e ————
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Fyllowine faithfully the wishes of tha smocror of amicable sot-
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tling the 1lssue betweon the two ¢ untrices he is endecavoering to do

his best in the conduct of the negotiati-ns with “muriqf." L

wd

folt thot I had misunderstoid Mr. K.Ya's mind in his affilliation
with the ToJO cabinct therafore, 1 callud om Nr. KiYh at his
sffice and tulked with him on his dacisim to Join the Uabinot,
This was about 10 days-after the TOJO Cabinct was forrmed. HMr.
Kn¥h redlied to> mo t> the £ 1lowing cffoet: "I w-ould n>t have
joined the Cabinct if 3§48 had alrendy becn dceclded t-» make ware.

1 askod Gencral TOJO about thilis cnd ho t51d me that he wantcd ©oO

continuc negotiations with america «nd was endcavoring to scttlo
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thoe issue with dinl matic negrtiatins. 50 I aceccnted the nost

in his Cabinct. This dissnclled my coaccpdt of Mr. KiYa's mind

and I loft his aofficec encouragin: him to> oxurt his bost effort

t ywnrd an 2micable settlomont >f the americen Japanose PArty.

On this 16th day »>f July, 1947

at Tokyo.

DEPOWEHT GOTO, Ryunnsuke (scal)

e ———

—

f PR B FL DA Yasumichi, hercby cortify that tho abrve statc-
ment wns sworn by the Depanent, whe offixcd hils signnturg and

gseal thercts in the Hrosenco 5f this witncss,

On thc same datc

-'.-lt E_[".‘].f.:}" o

Witness (sirgned) Tailik., Yasumichi (seal)

- - ——— . —— " ———

O.'. Lrj:‘H
In accordance with my c¢wmsclence 1 swenr €5 tell tho

wholc truth withh»olding nothing and adding noything,

GOTO, Ryunssuke (scal)
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