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Date of birth:
Domicile:
1922 Mar 18

|

Mar 26

July 1
Sep 1
Oct 1

1924 July 18

July 21:

Sep 203

Oct 25:

1924 Dec 16:

1927 Oct 295

Personal History of OKADA Yoshimasa

1903, June 27
Kagawa Prefecture

Graduated preparatory course, of the
Military Academy.,

Appointed military cadet.

Attached to the 8th Infantry Regi-
ment (War Ministry)

Assigned to the 8th Infantry Regiment,

Appointed Superior Private, Infantry
(the 8th Infantry Regimenti.

Promoted to Corporal, Infantry (the
8th Infantry Regiment).

Promoted to Sergeant, Infantry
(the 8th Infantry Regiment). :

Entered the regular course of the
Military Academy,

Completed the regular course of the
Military Acadenmy,

At the graduation from the regular
course of the Military Academy, a-
warded with a silver watch for his

excellent records in the academy,

Apgointed Sergeant-Ma jor, Infantry
(the 8th Infantry Regiment),
Appointed probational officer (the
8th Infantry Regiment),

According to Article 10 of the Army
Replacement Ordinance, the following

was approved at the Officers Selection

Board, |

Appointed 2nd Lieutenant, Infantry.

Invested with the 8th Court Rank, Senior

Grade,

Appointed 1lst Lieutenant, Infantry,

Cabinet
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1927
1928
1932

1933

1933

1934

1936

1937
1938
1938

1939

1939

Dec 28

Dec 24

Dec

\J
oo

]
®

ey
-

Deec 20

Dec 10

Apr 29

June 1

Jan 12:
Mar 1:
Mayr 1:
Dec 16:

Mar O:
Nov

Mar Q:

{3

Invested with the 7th Court Rank,
Junior Grade,

Ordered as student of the Militarﬁ
Staff College (War Ministry).

Ordered to serve with the General Staff
Headquarters (War Ministry).

Invested with the 7th Court Rank,
Senior Grade,

Appointed Captain, Infantry,
Appointed battalion adjutant of the
8th Infantry Regiment,

Appointed member of the General Staff
Headquarters (War Ministry).

Assigned to the General Staff Head-
quarters (War Ministry).

Received the 5th Order of the Sacred
Treasure for his services in the
1931-34 Affairs,

Ordered to reside in China for mili-
tary research,(

Attached to the Central Ordnance Depot.

Appointed Major, Infantry.

Invested with the 6th Court Rank,
Junior Grade.

Appointed research officer of the

Asia Development Office.

Recelved the 5th Rank, Higher Civil
Service,

Recelved annual salary ¥ 2330,

Ordered to serve with the 1st Section,
Economic Department, the Asia Develop-
ment Office,

Relieved from main post at his own
request,

Decorated with the 4th Order of the
sacred Treasure,

Relleved from technical adviser attached
to the Military Service Bureau, War
Ministry.

War Ministry

War Ministry

War Ministry

War Ministry
Cabinet

Cablnet

Cabinet

Cabinet

R |




1939

1940

1942

1940

1943

Mar 9:

.Aug 1

Aug 15:

May 12:

Apr 29:

Aug 2:
Auvg 16:

Appointed member of the General Staff

Headquarters,
Additionally appointed staff officer
of the Imperial General Headquarters.

Appointed Lieut, Colonel, Infantry.

Invested with the 6th Court Rank,
Senior Grade.

Decorated with the 3rd order of
the Sacred Treasure,

Decorated with the Minor Cordon of
the Order of the Rising Sun for his
services in the China Incident.

Appointed Colonel.

Invested with the 5th Court Rank,
Junior Grade,

War Ministry
Cabinet

Cabinet
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 3248

MAY 5 1947
DEFENSE -III - CHINA
YAMAMOTO -Direct

_ 21,489 was subject to restriction. This measure * was in-
evitable because of military operations. They were
| deeply concerned about the preservation of rights of
third powers because the Minister of the Navy always
instructed them to that effect. American and British
ships wanted to navigate for the purpose of trans-
porting food and fuel and shifting their crews. This
was not restricted., Occasionally Japanese vessels
were put at their disposal for transportation, The
Japanese went so far as to notify them of thelr will-
ingness to undertake transportation by plane 1in case

) an emergency should arise.

The same could be said about tne Chu fiver.
| Restriction was inevitable due to military operations.
| When the necessity for maintaining such conditions
lessened, the river was given free passage 1in april,

- 1940,

21,490 * Interception of communications Wwas under-
‘taken to protect the lives and properties of Japanese
| - residents in China against Chinese forceso I'his was
needed to frustrate Chinese fighting power and Wwas
..applied exclusively to Chinese war ships and other
vessels, They did their utmost to respect peaceful
trade of third powers and made no attempt to interfere
with it. The interception problem was based on inter-
national usage in case of a pacific blockade and the
inspection and.internment accompanying it were accom-
plished -in the-1light of traditional usage.

R  ——

| - Some vessels of third powers wi:ich jolned the
I o Chinese forces in fighting or aiding them, were in-
terned because they could not be considered peaceful
trade; vessels of third powers indistinguishable from
21,491 - - Chinese vessels were interned. * Vessels whose
: " _Chinese nationality was changed after the declaration
__of the blockage were regarded as belng Chinese on the
principle that such transfer would not be valid unless
in accord with the law of the country concerned., The
vessels navigating under third powar flags were 1in-
spected-to determine whether such a valid step was duly
taken and any ship not considered proper was taken into
custodye. Blockarding harbors was applied to harbors
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 3248

MAY 5 .1947
DEFENSE ~III - CHINA
YAMAMOTO -Direct

21,489 was subject to restriction, Thls measure * “was in-
- . -evitable because of military operations. -~ They were’
deeply concerned about the preservation of rights of
'~ third powers because the Minister of -the favy always - ' -

- {nstructed them to that effect, American and British
ships wanted to navigate for the purpose of -trans-
porting food and fuel and shifting thelr crews. Thils -
was not restricted. Occasionally Japanese vessels -

 were put at their disposal for transportation, The
Japanese went so far as to notify them of their will-
ingness to undertake transportation by plane in case

an emergency should arise,

The same could be sald sbout tne Chu diver.
Restriction was inevitable due to military operations,
‘When the necessity for maintaining such conditions
lessened, the river was given free passage in april,

1940,

214900 & * Interception of communicatlons Was under-

W e taken to protect the lives and properties of Japanese
residents in China against Chinese forces. I'his was
needed to frustrate Chilnese fighting power and was

“ applied exclusively to Chinese war ships and other ~
vessels., They did their utmost to respect peaceful
trade of third powers and made no attempt to interfere
with it. The interception problem was based on inter-

- yational usage “In case of a pacifiC“blockade amnd: The = o

inspection and internment accompanylng it were accoum-
plished in the 1light of traditional usage.

Some vessels of third powers wi.ich Jjoined the
Chinese forces in fightling OT aiding them, were in-
terned because they could not be. considered peaceful
| ~ tradej vessels of third powers indistinguishable from. .
21,491 Chinese vessels were interned. * Vessels whose
| . Chinese nationallity was changed after the declaration
of the blockage were regarded as .being Chinese on the

principle that such transfer would not be valld undess... .. .

B & in accord with the law of the country concerned. <lhe

. . yessels navigating under third powsr flags were in=-
spected to determine whether such a valid step was duly
taken and any ship not considered proper was taken into
custodye. Blockarding harbors was applied to harbors
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 3248
MAY 5 1947 .
DEFENSE -III - CHINA

YAMAMOTOQ ~Direct

21,489.

.was subject to restriction., This measure * was in-

evitable  because of military operations. They were
deeply concerned about the preservation of rights of
third powers because the Minister of the Navy always
Ainstructed them to that effect. American and British

-ships wanted to navigate for the purpose of trans-

porting food and fuel and shifting their crews. This
was not restricted. Occasionally Japanese vessels
were putl at their disposal for transportation. The

-+ Japanese went so far as to notify them of their will-

- e

L] L
" i L3

21,490

" me ,

ingness to undertake transportation by plane in case
an emergency should arise,

- The same could be saild about the Chu River.
Restriction was inevitable due to military operations.,
When the necessity for maintaining such conditions

.lessened, the river was given free passage in april,

1940,

* Interception of communications was under-
taken to protect the lives and properties-of Japanese
residents 1n China against Chinese forces., Ihis was-
needed to frustrate. Chinese fighting power and was
applied exclusively to Chinese war ships and other

..vessels, They did their utmost to respect peaceful

‘trade of third powers and made no attempt to interfere

with it. The interception problem was based on inter-
national usage in case of a pacific blockade and the
inspection and internment accompanying it were accom-

- plished in the light of traditional usage.

21,491

Some vessels of third powers wi.ich joined the
Chinese forces in fighting or aiding them, were in-
terned because they could not be considered peaceful -
trade; vessels of third powers indistinguishable from
Chinese vessels were interned, = Vessels whose

-Chinese nationality was changed after the declaration

~ of the blockage were regarded as being Chinese on the

principle that such transfer would not be valid unless
in accord with the law of the country concerned, Ihe

-Vvessels navigating under third powesr flags were in=-

spected to determine whether such a valid. step was -duly
taken and any ship not considered proper was taken into
custody,. Blockarding harbors was applied to harbors
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 NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD " Page 3248

MAY 5 1947
DEFENSE- -III -~ CHINA
YAMAMOTO ~Direct

21,489

21,491

was subject to restriction, This measure * was in- _

~evitable because of military.operations., They were

deeply coricerned about the preservation of rights of
third powers because the Minister of the Navy always
Instructed them to that effect. American and British ..
ships wanted to navigate for the purpose of trans-
porting food and fuel and shifting their crews. This
was not restricted, Occasionally Japanese vessels

were put at their disposal for transportation. The .
Japanese went so far as to notify them of their will-
ingness to undertake transportation by plane in case

an emergency should arise,

The same could be sald about the Chu River.

-Restriction was inevitable due to military operations,

When the necessity for maintaining such conditions
lessened, the river was given free passage in april,

1940.

* Interception of communications was under-
taken to protect the lives and properties of Japanese
residents in Ching against Chinese forces.” "IThis was

- needed to frustrate Chinese fighting power and was

applied exclusively to Chinese war ships and other
vessels, They did their utmost to respect peaceful
trade of third powers and made no attempt to interfere
with it. The interception problem was based on inter-
national usage in case of a pacific blockade and the
inspection and internment accompanying it were accom-
plished in the light of traditional usage.

Some vessels of third powers wi.ich Jjoined the

Chinese forces in fighting or aiding them, were in-

terned because they could not be considered peaceful
trade; vessels of third powers indistinguishable from
Chinese vessels were interned., * Vessels whose

Chinese nationality was changed after the declaration

of the blockage were regarded as being Chinese on the
principle that such transfer would not be valid unless
in accord with the law of the country concerned. The
vessels navigating under third power flags were in-
spected to determine whether such a valig step was duly
taken and any ship not considered proper was taken inw%o
custody, Blockarding harbors was applied to harbors
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 3248
MAY 5 1947 |
DEFENSE -III - CHINA

YAMANOTO -Direct

21,489

21,490 ..

21,491

was subject to restriction., This measure * was in-
evitable because of ‘military operations, They were _
deeply concerned about the preservation of rights of

- third powers because the Minister of the Navy always

instructed them to that effect. American and British
ships wanted to navigaté for the purpose -of- trans- .
porting food and fuel and shifting their crews. This
was not restricted, Occasionally Japanese vessels

were put at their disposal for transportation, The

Japanese went so far as to notify them of their will-
ingness to undertake transportation by plane in case -
an, emergency should arise,

 The same could be said about trie Chu River,
Restriction was inevitable due to military operations,

. When the necessity for maintaining such conditions

lessened, the river was given free passage 1in april,
1940, : ;

* Interception of communications was under-

"tékén to protect the lives and properties of Japanese

residents in China against Chinese forces, Ifhis was
needed to frustrate Chinese fighting power and ‘was

~ applied exclusively to Chinese war ships and other

vessels, “‘They did their utmost to respect peaceful
trade of third powers and made no attempt to interfere
with it. The interception problem was based on inter-
national usage in case of a pacific blockade and the
inspection and -internment accompanying it were accom-
pPlished in the light of tradittonal usage,

Some vessels of third powers wi:ich joined the

Chinese forces-in fighting or aiding them, were in-

terned because they could not be considered peaceful

trade; vessels of third powers indistinguishable from . .
- .Chinese vessels were interned, = Vessels whose

Chinese nationality was changed after the declaration
of the blockage were regarded as belng- Chinese on’ the
principle that such transfer would not be valid unless -

..An accord with the law of the country concerned, [he

vessels.navigating under third powar flags were in-
spected to determine whether such 'a valid step was duly
taken and any ship not considered proper was taken into-
custody, Blockarding harbors was applied to harbors

i




1 16 July 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Lopez; Capt. Hobinﬁoy/{m' Att: Cmdr. Cole;
Vr., BEdwards; Mr. Sutton

FROM .  FDWARD P. VONAGHAN, Chief,
Investigative Division, IPS

SUBJECT :+ Defense wWitness

1., Please find atteched hereto list of material availabhl\e on

the following witness and/or witnesses.

DE ANT

TTAGAKT

WITNESS " LIST OF MATERIAL AVATLEBLE
W ITNESS . LIST OF MATERTAL 274°2n=

>
Curriculum Vitae

OKADA, Yoshimasa _~
5 o4

.r-"v

|

7

e

this memorandum DY initielling

2. Please acknowledge receipt of
his office, Room 300,

and returning attached carbon CORY to ¢

EDWARD P. MONAGHAN

Incl
(Described abov e)
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Permanent residence andlstatusa FAGATA Prefecture.
Date of birth: 27 June 1903.

Name: OKADA, Yoshimasa.

Former statusi

Former name:

18 March 1922: Graduated from tne preparatory course of the
Military Academy.

" B " o3 Appointed a cadet and assigned to the 8th Infantry
Regiment by the Viar Ministry.

26 March " i Englisted into the 8th Infaniry Regiment.

" " "3 Given the rank of Superior Private, Infantry, by the
8th Infantry Regiment. '

1 July 1922: Promoted to the rank of Corporal, Infantry, by the 8th
Infantry Regiment.

1 September 1922 Promoted to the rank of Sergeant, Infantry, by the 8th -
Infantry Regiment.

1 October 1§22: llatriculated in the resular course of the Military
Academys |

18 July 192): Graduated from the reguler course of the Military Academy. |

!

" q A At the time of graduation from the regular course of
the Military Acedemy, awarded a2 silver watch for meritorious
achievement.

2y July * 4 Promoted to tne rank of Sergeent Major, Infantry, by
the 8th Infantry Regt.

" " ¥ -3 Appointed a probationary officer by the 8th Infentry
Regmentr

20 September 192.4: Passed by the Officer Selection Poard in accordance with
Article 10 of the Army Replacement Reguletions. ,

25 October 1924: Cormissioned a 2nd Lieutenant, Infantry, by the Uabinet.
Assigned to the 8th Infantry Regiment by the War
Ministry.

16 December 1924: Conferred with the 8th Court Rank, Senior Crade.




25 October 1927:
28 December 19273

2l December 1928:

7 December 1932:

1 February 1933:
1 August 1933:
20 December 1933:
10 December 193L:
29 April 1934:

1 June 1936:

12 Januery 1©3/:
1 March 1937

16 Decemter 1938:

9 March 1939:

13 November 19239:

Q9 March 19359:

o

Promoted to lst Lieutenant, Infantry, by the Cabinet.
Conferred with the 7th Court Rank Junior Crade.

Ordered by the War Ministry to enter the Army Genersal
Staff College.

Ordered to serve with the Headouarters of the Genersal
Staff by the War Ministry.

Conferred with the 7th Court Rank, Senior Grade.
Promoted to Captain, Infantry, by the Cabinet., Appointed
a battalion adjutant in the 8th Infantry Regiment by the

Wer Ministry.

lade a member of the General Staff Headquarters by the
War Ministry.

Assigned to the EHeadquerters of the General Staff by the
War llinistry.

Decorated with tne imperial Order of the Sacred Treasure,
5th Class, for services in the 1931-193) Incident.

Ordered to residence in the Republic of China for the study
of military affairs by the War Ministry.

Assigned to tne Army Ordnance )Main Dapot by the War ministry.
Promoted to lMajor, Infantry, by the Cebinet.
Conferred with the bth Court Ranlz, Junior Grade.

Appointed an examiner on the China Affairs Poard and given
the 5th rank of the Higner Civil Service'by the Cebinet.

Cranted an annual salary of 2330 ven and ordered to serve
with the l1lst Section, Zconomic ”ivision, China Affairs
Boerd, by the Cabinet.

At his own request, relieved of the above post by the Cabinet.

Decorated with the Imperial Urder of the Sacred Treasure,
Lith Class.

Relieved as technical adviser to the Military Affairs
Bureau, War Ministry. Appointed a member of the Headquerters
of the General Staff. Annointed an Army Staff Officer
Of Imperial feadquarters. Vriginal post same as before.

By the War Ministry.
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1 August 1940: Promoted to Lt, Colonel, Infantry, by the Cabinet.,

15 August 19403 Conferred with the 6th Court Rank, Senior Grade.

2% April 19L0: C?corated with tne ®mall Cordon of tue Imperial Order of the
Rising Sun for services in the CHINA Incident.

|
|
|
i
*

2 August 1943: Promoted to Colonel by the Cabinet.

i e

16 August 19,3: Conferred with the 5th Court Rank, Junior Grade.
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY op THE RECORD Fage 4734
October 6, 1947

DEFTNSE - ITAGAKT | ]

OFADA - Direcot -k

[ i

. '/'
DIRECT EXANINATION OF'OKADA,*YOSHIEASA,
by ¥r. Banno

Pare

30147 * The witness identified ang
30149 3305 gas his affidavit,

made peace efforts with Wy
Pei-hi was to bring zbout a8 Sino-Japanese pPeace as

quickly as POssible, and he tried to DETrsuade the Chinese
by establishing peace

hina. Thig found 'eésponse in Yen Hsi

. ; na army frequently, sending
staff members to work for 5

Eeneral peace. The nezotiations
bore fruit after Chief of Staff USHIROKU was

appointed, ang
the meetineg between Yen Hsi-shan

and the First Army commander
Wwas brought about. This was really due to t)e motive
nower aponlied during ITAGAKI's tenure,

1940, Iieutenaﬁt—Colonel SUZUKI, Takuj y Military gttache
at Hong Kong, negotiated with Sung Tsu-ch

ded by the Chinese pfoposal.

THERE WAS NO CROSS—EXAMINATION OF THE WITNESS.
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Dof. Doc. #1979 (Corrected Copy) Exh, No.
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INTERNATIONAL MILITALRY TRIPUNAL ®OR THE TFAR EAST

rrw UNITRD STATES OF AMERICA, ot al
: T, L
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L f\n.-( g
LRAKI Sadaoy| et ‘{al R
\ ) [}
l Sworn Deposition |
\ P, \ \%s
. ‘Deponent

worn an oath as on attached sheet

Having first duly s

and in accordance with the procodure folloéowed in my country

I horeby depose as follows. '

l. I, OKADA,Yoshimasa, was A& colonel in the Japanese

army at the end of the ware.

T am living in No. 190, 2-Chome , 'Mabashi, Suginami-ward.

24 1 served on the staff af Gs Hae Qerof xhe China

Expeditionary Force from October, 1939 to June, 1943, dealt

with Intclligence.
Se Peace negotiation through Mr. Stoward.

In January, 1941, we were snformed by Chang Yen-Ching

who was in Pekin at that time that Dr. Steward, tho

Prosident of Yenking University in Peking would 1ike to have

an interview with the Chief of Staff ITAGAI in China.
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Dof. Doc. #1979

The Chief of Staff ITAGAKI, being toO occupied at the
time with ogefntibﬁs; ordercd mo to S@G° Dr, Stoward and

/
i - enlighten him as to the Jaoanoso anxiety for the prompt

sottlpment of the Sino-Jap&NesC Incident, and_sound the
views of DPro Steward, who ﬁas an expert in Chinesc affairse
| 1 romember that I went to Shangheil in the beginning of
E | February and mot Dre. Steward at the Park Hotel and talked
, with him through an interpreter, for about two hours, &S
a representativé of the Chief of Staff, ITAGAKI.
1 do not remember tho details of the interviow, but
Dre Steward indicated that ho might suggest to the President

of the U.Sch.athat the U.8. act as mediator provided that

Japen was ©8EeT por the settlement of the Sino-Japanese

Incidnet-

L ' I heard later on that Dr. Steward despatched a cable

3 | message tO the U,.8. State Department with regard to thé

i said interviewe. The Chief of Staff IT.GAKI oxproesscd
t. \\ his utmost eagerness at the afo.rementioned suggestion of
h American mod iation, knowing from his former capaclty Aas
b
E War Minister that it was 1in 1ine with the policy of central
) '
%i quarters ~nd he ordercd me to go to Tokyo to report this
L mettere.

1 procecded TO Tokyo and submitted the recport to the

\¥ Goneral Staff and the War Ministry, but bocauso® of the




Defe Doce #197 a9

Amorlen soparately,

oommuniﬁation was mado with Dre Stewards e e L

o~

this matter was shelved. NO further

. Poaca Nogotintion through Yon Hsi-shans

[Z&Akk‘k‘

,pmeJ

ps

nado efforts for peace

about a 8ino-Japaness peace as

4.

i PR

The reason why Generanl ITAGAKI, while ho was War Minister.

with Wu Pei-hu was *4n order to beiang...

quickly as possible and he

d Gontral China. This

socicties in many places in North an

found as rosponso on that art

r to thgjfoeling of tho genozal public

Provinee, who in answe

began carnostly to express his desiro Por peaco bctweon

He despatahed liaison to Major-Genoral
J/_I—v/ —

e — -

Japan and Chinae

TA}AKﬁ Ryukichi chief of Staff of tho Japancsse First Army

ARy <> A WS e PN 0
stationod in Shanhsi Province at thant timo.

e —————— —.N
roported this situation

B —— i _——

el

In 1940 Major-Genoral TANALKA

to the General Headquarters ncocordingly. Chief of Staff

1T4AGAKI in China cordially supported the said nogotintion

Army in North f roquently,

and gavo instruction to the

genoral peacs from the localized poaco.

| The said negotiations bope fruit during the period of

i
lthe following Chief of Staff, General USHIROKU, and the

n YEN Hsi=-shan aEF-the SEMMnnder of the Pirst

mceting betwee
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Def. Doce. #1979

General ITAGAXI.
N g —

S, Poaco nogotiations in Honkong townrd Ohungking.

This movement was going on f}cmﬁspriﬁé to summer of

1940, Lieutonant-Colonel‘SﬂZUKI, quujit qilitnry attache'
at Hongkong, uondﬁctod nogotiation:-for §ipo-Japanesa peace
with SUNG Tzu;chi;h (whom 'ws’ “trusted.), whquas snid to bo
the youngest brother'of §UNG'Tzu-wan+and also to be chiefly
reprosenéing SUNG Tsu-wan of tho Chungking faction. Not
only the supromo Comﬁunﬂar in -China and the Imperial
Feadquartar? rocognizod this fact, but the lattor dosPatcheé
to Hongkoﬁg Colonel USUI, Scction Chief, who gnve nowarful
agsistance in the‘aﬁovemohtionad nogotioned negotiation.

The first stoo of tho HONGKONG nogotiation progressed sven
as frr as the djscussion of'fundamentn} problems (armistice,
evacuation, the probleoms "of Manchoukuorotc.) and the final

-—

‘decision was to be mado botween the propor delegates

LR “-..“;

authorized by Japan and China respectively. CHANGSHA,
boing situated on tho front line, was nominated as the
meetingesport for this purposce. Chief of Staff in China
ITAGAKI was expected to be ‘tho delegate from our sids,

and plans were made concerning the arrangement of fighting
lines on both sides, preparations the air port, and so

forth, some of which We re put into practico. The negotiation

in question, however, was finally susponded by the Chinese

- — T = -
e & 1)

proposale
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Def. Doc. #1970

On this 29 day of July, 1947

At Tokyo
DEPONENT /S/ OKADA, Yoshimasa (seal)

1, Banno Junkiochi, hereby certify that the above
statement was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his

gignature and cenal thereto in the presence of this Witness.

On the same date, at the same place.

Witness: /S/ Banno, Junkichi (seal)

OATH

In sccordance with my conscience I swear to tell

the whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothinge.

/S/ OKADA, Yoshimasa (seal)
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(} Translateg by
,A§~ Defense Aanguage Branch

INTERNATIONAL MILYTARY TRIBUNAL FOB/THE FAR EAST

THF UNITED STATFS OF|AMSRICA, of al

ARFAKI Sada

Sworn Deposition (Iranslation)

Deponent ; -- OKADA ,Yoshimasa.

aving plrst duly sworn an oath as on gttached sheet

and in accdrdance with the procedure follofied in my country

I hereb§ depose as follows.

Loy =15 OKADA,YOshimasaﬁ was\a colongl In the Japanese

army at the end of the war.

I am living in No. 180, 2-Chofiec, Mabashi, Suginami-ward.

2. I served or. the stalf of GAH. Q. of the Chinsa

Fxpedltionary Force from Octobep, 1939 to June, 1943, dealt
with Intelligence.

3. Peace negotiation thro gh Mr. Rteward.

In Janvary, 1941, we wdre informdd by Chang Yen-Ching
who was in Pekin at that t¥me that Dr. teward, the

Presldeny of Yenking Univdrsity in Peking would 1ike to have

an interview with the Chief of General StAff ITAGAKI in China.

S 1 o




; DEF. DOC., #1979

The Chief of General Staff ITAGAKI, belng too occupied
at the time with operations’ordered me to see Dr. Steward
and enlighten him as to the Japanese anxiety for the prompt

settlement of the Sino-Japanese Incident, and sound the

views of Dr. Steward, who was an expert in Chinese affairs.

: 3 February and met Dr, Steward at the Park Hotel and talked
with him through an interpreter, for ebout two hours, as

: a representative of the Chief of General Staff, ITAGAKI.

T do not remember the detalls of the interview, but

that the U.S. act as mediator provided that Japan was eager

for the settlement of the Sino-Japanese TIncident.
T heard later on that Dr. Steward despatched a cable

message to the U.S. State Department with regard to the

his utmost eagerness at the aforementioned suggestlon of

American meciation, knowing from his former capaclty as

quarters and he ordered me to go to Tokyo to report this

matter.
T proceeded to Tokyo and submitted the report to the

General Staff and the War Ministry, but because of the

Jepenese Government having started negotiations with

America separately, this matter was shelved.

R
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T pemember that I went to Shanghal in the beginning of

Dr. Steward, indicated that he might suggest to the President

sald interview. The Chief of General Staff ITAGAKI eXxpressed

War Minister that it was in line with the policy of central




' pDRF. DOC. #1979

No further communication was made with Dr. Stewarad.

4. Peace Negotiation through Yen Hsi-shan.

The reason why General TTAGAKI, while he was War Minister

rei-hu was in order toO b&ing
and he

made efforts for peace with Wu

about a Sino-Japanese peace as quickly' as possible

tried to persuade the Chinese people DYy eagtablishing peace

gocieties in many places 1in North and Central China. This

found as response On that art of YEN Hsi-shan in Shanhsi

province, who in answer to the feeling of the zeneral public

began earnestly to express his desire for peace between

Japan and China. He despatched lialson tO Va jor-General

TANAKA’Ryukichi, ohiaf of Staff of the Japanese First Army

stationed in ghanhsi Province at that time. |
Tn 1940, Major-General TANAKA reported this situation

to the General Headguarters accordingly. Chief of General

gtaff ITAGAKI in China cordially suprorted the said

negoiation and gave thstruction to the Army in Vorth
rambers of his staff
frequently, Gespaicning .80 &3 to work over to a general

) .:1—\—-

peace from tne 1ocalized peace. f
! .

The ssid negotiations bore fruit during the period of
the fciiowing Chief of General Staff, General TSETIROKU, and

the meeting between YEN Hsi-shan and the commander of the

Fipai Arey wes brought about at last but thils was really due

t;; nctling but the motive power applied during the period

o doreral TTAGART.




DEF. DOC. #1979

5, Peace negotiations }n Honkong toward Chungking .

This movement was going on from spring to summer of
1640. Lieutenant-Colonel SUZUKI, Takuji, military attache'
at Hongkong, conducted negotiation for gino-Japanese peace
with SUNG Tzu-chich (whom we trusted), who was sald %o be
the youngest brother of SUNG Tzu-wen and also to be chiefly
representing SUNG Tzu-wen of the Chungking faction. ©Not
only the supreme Commander in China and the Tmperial
Headquarters recognized this fact, but the latter despatched
to Hongkong Colonel USUI, Section Chilef, wha gave powerful
asslstance in the abovementioned nszrohisntd negotiatlion.

The first step of the HONGKONG negotiation progressed even
as far as the discussion of fundamental probléms (aymistice,
evacuation, the problems of Manchoukuo etc.) and the final
decision was to be made between the proper delegates
authorized by Japan and China respectively. CHANGSHA,
being situated on the front line, was nominated as the
meeting-spot for this purpose. chief of General Staff in
China ITAGAKI was expected to be the delegate from our
side, ané pians were made concerning the arrangement of
fighting lines on both sides, preparations the air port, and
so forth, some of which were put into practice. The
negotiation in question, however, was finally suspended .

by the Chinese proposal.

— - »
-
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On this 292 day of July, 1947
At Tokyo

DEPONFNT /S/ OKADA \ Yoshimasa (seal)

i~ T T —

. I, Banno Junklichl, hereby certify that the‘above
statement was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his
signature and seal thereto in the presence of this Witness.
On the same date

At the same place

: ' Witness: /S/ BannoiJunkichi(seal)
4 OATH i

In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell

the whole truth withholding nothing’and adding nothing.

/S/ OKADA Yoshimasa(seal)
_—-"——.——_
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Defense Documents 1756, 1757, 1781, i78e2

Defense Dosuments 1756, 1757, 1781, 1702 all demied
that atroeities were committed during the atiack upon

Deponent SUZUKI,
then Commander of the 104th Divisicn, deponent

Yoneshika (Doce i then of the 22nd Brigade
mm%u e

atrogities as related in

Yoot
m.ﬂt TeFe Lo Eh8+4 4649

The aforementioned four documents only demied the atro-
eities commitied during military operations. Ve must
point out the atrosities soomitted aftexr the Japanese occu-
pation, as evidemced in Exh, 35‘2;'?59. Te o h.ébq-h»'&sst

In 6 of Dos. 1757 amnd paragraph 5 of Dos. 1782,
the two deponents asserted that seme Chinese civilians were
killed Wy the Chinese Comuunists, as thay ware "informed” or

“told*. The source of information was not given,
A n
'-«...;:.{ ‘1' ’ A ‘g‘ L; L
) 3 L ,W
L“"‘“ if 3 gbwg /{ / ¢ eV 5&W
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 4240
September 3, 1947
DEFENSE - Div 5, Pacific
POW

OKADA - Direct

nge
The witness identified Exh. 3076 as his affidavit
27480 and verified it., The affidavit stated that the witness was
in the 6th Area Army at Hankow to June 1943. 1In January 1944
Headquarters of the Japanese Expeditionary Forces in China
ordered the 23d Army to capture Liuchow, advancing from the
27481 Canton area, The original order for this was burned * but
the witness remembered it and knew the movements of the Army.

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF OKADA, YOSHIMASA

The 23d Army was in Canton. When it got the order
to capture Liuchow instead of advancing directly toward
Liuchow, the main force marched to the north, and the KOYA-
SEKO force to the south, concealing the operations plan.

The KOYASEKO force was a battalion under the com-
mand of the YONEYAMA Brigade. It started from Kowkong late
in June and entered Taishan leading the van of the whole
brigade. By that time all inhabitants of Taishan had al-
ready evacuated and there wasn't a soul to be seen.

The force tried to march toward Liuchow from a
point 30 miles south of Taishan but there was a strong
enemy position and there was a fierce battle which lasted

27482 most of July * and casualties were heavy and much arms and
ammunition were wasted, The aim of the battalion was not to
fight but to advance secretly to Wuchow and sweep out the
mines of the enemy in Si-kiang to help the main force which
was coming up north, One of the navy minesweepers accom-
panied them, Under this situation they were at a loss when
confronted with unexpected battle, They were delayed five
days in getting to Wuchow, but after a hard hattle they
drove back the enemy and advanced toward the city.

All the inhabitants had taken refuge and none
could be seen., The force had the urgent duty of getting to
Wuchow without wasting a moment, Therefore it could not
have been possible for them to have had time enough to
murder the inhabitants or set fire to their houses enroute.

27483 They had to march day and night, * The commander of the Army

had strictly ordered all the soldiers to observe the "three
don'ts"; that is, "don't burn," "don't k111," and "don't
plunder."

KOYASEKO had been superintendent of the Military
Preparatory School in Osaka until appointed commander of
the force, It was the unwritten rule of the Army that a
superintendent of such school be selected from officers of
noble character. He therefore did not believe that there
could be any atrocities committed by his men. If there had

..-_- - " - - E ’-— J-l
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD
September 3, 1947

DEFENSE - Div 5, Pacific
POW

OKADA - Direct

Page

352, 353, 354 to 359 inclusi

tion of the witness,

Page 4241

he Tribunal was called to

Exh. 350,

ve. There was no cross-examina-

wilb & ¥ LN
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Translated by
Defense Languace Branch

N

INTSRNATIONAL MTLITARY TRIPUNAL FOR TFE FAR RAST

THE UNITED STATSB OF AMTRICA, et al >

ARAFI, Sadac, ot al ’?‘J /’“‘"‘?ﬁ—“)‘
MQC‘»—;»,'& AT

Sworn Deprsition

Deprnant ¢~ OKADA, Yoshimasa

Having first duly sworn an cath as on attached shant

and in eccorcance with the prccecdurs followed in my ccuntry

I hersby dopcse as follows.,

| I was born on 27 June in the 36th yoar of Maiji (1903)

at my pormanent drmicile, 46 Honche, Marugame-City, Kapawa-

Prefectur2, and my prosent addross is 190, 2-Chomo, Mabashi,

Suginami~Ku, Tokyr,

B My porscnal history is rutlinod as forllowss~
Graduatced from tho MIlitary iLcadomv in the 13th yaar of |

Taishe (1924). 5
LpprintJ”‘StafffrfPiccr (Majer) of tho Japanaess Expe -

ditirnary Forces in China in the 1l4th ysar cf Showa (Oct,1939).
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Daf. Drc. #1781

Appointad Staff-cfficer (Lioutenant-Cclonel) of the 23rd Army
e dn the'lBth yo-r of Showa (Juno, 1943),

Apprintod Staff-cfficer (Colonel) of tho 6th Aroa Army,

Hankew and I romained t~ bo s~ up to the end #f tho

N
"’

WETre g’l_‘ AL

F

'In January in the 19th vear of Shown (1944),

ho Hoadquartors of the Japanesa Expoditicnary
Fereces in China rrdercd tho 23rd Army to capturs
Liuchow, advancing from th2 Canten=-iroa.

The criginal decocumont of the crider is not
oxisting now, bocauss it was burnt when tha War
anéqd. But ns I was cne nf tho seni~r Staff=cf icars
nf the 23rd Army at that tim2, I knew quits wall all
the movoments of tha Lrmy.

The 23rd Army was staticning in the Canton and
the nei~hbouring Lraa. When the army gfrt tho crdor
tc erpture Liuchew, instoad »f advancing dirsctly

E NPy ‘
towards Liuchrw, the main force marche? te the nrrth,
end tho KOYASBEEROC "rrcs advancad tr the scuth cr to
the cpposito directirn from Liuchow, cﬁqcpnling the
cperations plan. :

The KOYASEKQ foree was & battalisn undor thai

command of the YONEYAMA Brigade, which advancad
frem Koewkong te Taishan. Tho force startec its

frc

mﬁvomonﬁﬂb;wkon;_latﬁ in Ju.ie and entared Taishan

5 e




Def. Doec, #1781

loading the van of ths whole Brigzade, By that time

111 the inhabitants of Taishan hag alrendy evacuats:

and nct a solo was te ba soon, and some sclcdiors

of the Pacifi

cavion Cuyps despatchad by nsup Army

burst inte laughtar saying "How can we pacificate

Poople whon thore is net o

sole te ta'lk teo2"
The KOYASEKOQ ferom

w

Liychrw from the peint 30 pilns south of Taishan

tried ¢~ march townprdsg

teward north and alons the $Si

WA8 & vory streng pesitinng °of the onomy at

till the latter part »° the same moenth, and casu-

alitiss eof the ferce amounted ev2n tn sovoprpal sScoras

and the forca had &~

wasts much of its nrms and

ammunition., The aim f the KOYASTKO Battanlirn's

ecticn was not teo fight, but tc advanas secrotly
tce

Wuchow as gcon asg pcssible and tg swop ths mines

laid by tho onomy in the Si-kiang "in crdor t- help

the main foroce which vas coming up north,
¢

For this Purpcse cng of the_minasswoapor Groups

r
of our Navyv Accrmpanied us, Such boing the case, '

thorefere, wo vare quits at u loss whon wo woro

confronted with this unexpoctod battlo. We wantod

to get t~ Wuchow as §C°n as pngsible,

but we r~n¢

o e




-r -

D@fr Doe, #1781

=
o
=
o
» R
Q
P
g
Q
Q
ct
W
L
=
o
——— AR

to the stubborn resistance of the onemy,

& hard battlo,howovor, Wo dreve back tha enemy

' and advanceﬁ'tFWards Wuchow, and all the inhabi-
tants in

the area had already taken rofuge ang

noene of themnm could be seaen,

The forecs had AN urront cuty of gettineg to
Wuch oy Witheout w

=
simply %o

¢ontinue its heavy march day and night,

Morocver, the C¢

and “don't plundep™

Fcrce‘commander KOY L

SEX0 had boen tho super-

e — B
/iﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁﬁt“ﬁf“thﬁmﬁiiifﬂPY Prcparatnry Scheel in
___-___—__'__“————————.____ —

e —— -
ggakghgiii; he was appeintod Cnmmnnﬁqzﬂg{ the

iV

forecn,.

It was the Un=vwritten rulg of tho Japanesn

Army that g Superintendent of +he Military .-

and appoeintes

from ameng officersg eof neoble character, censiderin,
the ocducaticn -of young

o il e

-

boys. Anad therefore I

s
”
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Dorp, Doe, #ﬁ?&l

Cannct beliovo that theo rg Shoyja have eon any |
atrncities committed by tha men op Commnnder
KOY&S?KO, wh n was an 1dealis
Chap

I shﬂulﬁﬂh"vo bren
informe or, 3¢, but g firmly 8ligye that the re
V3re na sucﬁ factg
I have Attacheg 1 Tough Ske t¢ °f the map
Which showg the Courgg + 1t the KOY&SEFO fereg
frllnwed I'om Canton'towards Wuchow.
On thig Sth Cay pp Apri] 1947 |
at Tokyo
DaPONENT‘/Q/ ORK4na Yﬁshimesa (soal)
! QK&DA Yﬁshimﬂsa,
Stateng

n{; nﬂth in-

°Shimaga (soul)
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1 ik 16 July 1947

EMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Lopez; Cept. Robinson USN Att: Cmdr. Cole;
e S Mr. Edwarés; Mr. Sutton

OM : EDWARD P. MONAGHAN, Chief,
= Investigative Division, IPS

- r

SUBJECT : 'Defense Witness -

1. Please find attached hereto list of material available on
foiiowing witness and/or witnesses.

the _
EEFENDAN it
;
TTAGAKT
WITNESS ‘

LIST OF MATERTAT AVAIIABLE

OIQ.DA, Yoshimasa Curriculum Vitae

2+ Please acknovledge receipt of this menorandum b
| Ple . y initialling
L - apd returning ettgghed carbon copy to this office, Room 300.

" / 5=
© 0 14,
- Y4 ;-"Z

EDWARD P. MONAGHAN
A

Imoil
(Diesoribed above)




26 Margh "
" " < :
1 July 1922:

1 September 1922i

1 Ostober 1922

18 July 1924:
. @ .
22 Jely % 9

20 Sgptember 1924

25 Ogtober 1924

16 December 19524

draduated from the preparatory course of the

Appointed a cadet and apsigned to the 8th Infantyy
Regiment by the War Ministry.

Englisted into the 8th Infaniry Regiment.

Given the rank of Superior Private, Infantry, by the
fth Infantry Regiment.

Promoted to the rank of Corporal, Infantry, by the 8th
Infentry Regiment.

Promoted to the rank of Sergesnt, Infantry, by the 8th
Infantry Regiment.

Matrisulated in the regular course of the Militaxy
Acadenys

Graduated from the regular course of the Military Acadeny.

At the tinoorgraduuonmthsnguhrmuor
the Military Academy, awarded a silver wateh for meritoriow

achievenant.

Promoted to the rank ;of Sexrgeant Hajor, Tnfantry, by

Appointed 2 probationary offices by the 8th Infantry
Regiment.

Passed by the Officer Selsation Poard in secordance with
Argicle 10 of the Army Replacement Fegulations.

Commissioned & 2nd Lieutenmat, Infentry, by the Cabine®.
Assigned to the Sth Infentry Regiment by the War
Ministry.

Conferred with the 8th Couwrt Rank, Senior Grade.




25 Oatober 1927:
28 Desember 1927:
24 December 1928:

7 December 1932:
1 February 199333
1 Auguast 1935
20 December 1993:
10 Decenber 1934:
29 April 1934

1 June 1936:

12 Januery 1937:
1 March 1938:
1 Mareh 19358:
16 Decamber 1938:

9 Nareh 1939:
13 November 1939:

9 Mareh 1999:

Promoted to lst Lisutenant, Infantry, by the Cabinet.
Conferred with the 7th Court Rank Junior Orade.

Promoted to Captain, Infantry, by the Cabinet, Appointed
@ dattalion sdjutant im the Bth
Yar Ministry.

Kade a member of the General Staff Headquarters Ly the
Var Mianistry.

Assigned to the Headquarters of ths Ceneral Staff by the
var Ministry.

Decorated with the Imperiel Urder of the Sacred Treasure,
S5th Class, for services in the 1931-1934 Inaidens.

Ordered to residence in the Republic of China for the study
of military affairs by the War Ministry.

dssigned to the Army Ordnanse Main Depot by the War Ministry.
Promoted to Ma jor, Infantry, by the Cabinet.
Conferred with the 6th Court Rank, Junior Grade.

Appointed an examiner on the Chins Affairs Board end given
the 5th rank of the Higher Civil Service by the Cabinet.

Granted an ammual salary of 2330 yen end ordered to serve
with the 1st Section, Zgonomic “ivision, Chinma Afrairs
Board, by the Cabimes. :

At his own request, relieved of the above post by the Cabinet.

Decorated with the Imperial Urder of the Seored Troasure,

Relieved as technical adviser to the M{litary Afrairs
+ War Ministry. Appointed & member of the Headquarters
of the Genéral-Shafr;+ .- Appointed an Army Staff Officer

Of Imperial Sgadquarters. Vriginal post same as before.
By the War Ninistry,




1 August 1940s
15 August 19403
12 May 19423

29 April 1940:

2 August 19431
16 August 19438
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