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Lt. Col. MATSUMURA, Shizuma, Janenrse Army.Air“nQﬁﬁ@zh—%fj}h
. licence officer of 10th Air Division (HIKOSEI?AE)HTTUﬂ March 1944
: to end of wer.

Gredusted from Armv Officers' School in 1927 as an artillerwy

of ficrr: craduated from artillery =nd encine-ring schoel in

1929: in 1939, entered Armv Var College, general course; in

1941, =ftcy war begen, was es=isned as anti-azircraft staff

officer for the Western District; in 1942=-17, undrrwent

bombardi~r instruction ot “AMMAMATSU, and in Mareh 1943 wes
agcigned to 3rd Air Prigede (CIVODAY) 4n JAVA as staff of-

ficer for overatipne and intelligence es well as duty in-

volving flyins 28 2 bomberdirr; frem October 1943 to Marecn

194 ecommanding officer of Q8th Alr Regiment (EEEOS?ETAI)

in BURMA under the 5th Alr Division (TI?OS?IDAE).

Where interviewed: Meiji Puilding.
Intorrozators: Majer R.S. Spilman, Jr., AC, AUS,
Lt L ] S ® P ] Ahlbll.m » USETR [ ]
Internr~ter: Lt. Otis Cery, USHR,
11i-4 Officers Preascnt: oTone,
SUMMARY

1. Yo intollizence officers were assigned to any Army air Ferce
w1t below the ¥IXOSZIDAIT (Air Divisien). Fowever, in the gutordinate
units, officers dircctly under the $.0. werec aseigned to vncrform dutics
of an intellizence nature.

2, On bombinz stwllees, driefing covering bemb run, zltitude,
course, ¥flak vmesitions, otc., was ziven, using mems and nhotograpns,
The unit lesders carri~d ennoteted vhetozraphs in the plene,

2. Planecs on patrel missions carried cemoras snd the FIFOSEVIAL
hed facilitice for dovoleming film end nroducing nrints., Treaincd
photo intcrpreters werc assigned only ot ZIFOSZIDAY (Adr Division)

N level.

4, Informetion sont to ficld units from Imm rial acadqguertors
ineluded vlane identificetion, techmical intellizence, intellizence
from prisoners of war end deptured documents, tactica)l metiiods of the
cnemy and some order of battlc inform-tion. Hesults of rccennaissance
end other inteclligence @dllected by overationel units outesidec of Jepan
were transmitted to nigher Zcadguarters by freogmentery miesion renorts
and bv periedicel renmorts issucd =t ten dav intervals,

5, In the TOXYO Ar-a where zround, =2ir, snd AA units were clese
together, much of the vemor wors wes eliminated, snd exchsnze of infar-
metion was obtalned lerzely throuzh confer:nces,
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TRANSCRIPT

Q.1. Have you ever done any active combat flyving es & bombardier?

A. Yes, in the JAVA theatre.

Q.2. “het was the mission of vour unit during the davs when you
were e combat flier?

A, Anti-shipoing petrols end bombing in INDIA,

Q.3, Whet kind of briefing did the pilots in anti-shipping patrol
work receive?

A. There wes neglizible briefiﬁg as regzards patrolling.
Q.4. How much shin recognition instruction did the'pilota get?

A. We often took a few silhouettes with us. We flew only three
scctors, and those rsther haphezerdly, because there wesn'!t much
shipping in the aree.

q. 5. Whet were the instructions to the pilot &n case & ship was
sighted?

A. The orders were to contect bese immediately, giving speed,
course and identification of the shin, and then get out of the
vicinity, We carried no bombs on those patrols.

Q. 6. When vou returned from o mission, to whom did you tell the
results of the patrol?

A, We never got together with anybody after a mission unless we hed
actuelly found something.

Q.7. Did the table of orgenizatiocn cell for en intelligence officer
in the HIVOSPNTAI (Air Regiment)?

A. Yo. I kxept one officer around who wee for all purvoses the
intelligence officer, but he was not listed #s such.

Q.8. Did vou carry cemeres on vour flights?

A. Yes.

Q.9. Were the vhotogrephs develoved in the Y1 OSENTAI, eand what
we.s done with them?

A. W never took env victures. If we hed, we had the facilities

to develop them at the HIKCSENTAI, Then we would heve let the alr
division (HIXOSHIDAN) know what we hod, As commending officer

of a HIKOSENTAI I originated no attacks or volans; I weg Jjust 2
funnel through which orders from sbove were issued to the HIKOSENTAI,

Q.10. “id vour HIKOSZT'TAI ever sct in support of sround trooosft
A, No. *he fizhter HIKOSENTAI did that.

2.11, On attecks ageinst CALCUTTA, whet kind of meps, cherts,
picturss, or other materisl were used, first for study before
the mission, 2nd s condly to take with them.

A, *hey hed eerisl oictures end meps. The pictures could be cerricd
on strikes, the mens could not. The bombing run to be made was marked
on the photograph, also the #ltitude, course, speed, ete.
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Q.12. Did all the pilots carry such nhotogreohs, or just the
squedron leader?

A, Just th:s lesder,

QR.13, Before take—off,;What information as to flak snd defonses
in general was ziven the pilots?

A, They hed no official flak intellige~nce as such. However, I
had had a certain amount of anti-aircraft exverience before I went
into aviation, so I tried to plen the best course over 2 target
that would avoid s much apti—aircraft fire as pos-~ible.

.14, Did photo interproters go over the pictures to deotermine
anti-aircresft positions orior to & mission?

A, There were no photo interpr-ters at HIKOSENTAI or CHUTAI
(squedron) level. We reed the photographs ourselves.

.18, Were any order of battle mavs, or ~stimetes of enemy disposi-

tion, preocerecd at ~IKOSEWTAI level? Wes there & map room esnd o file
of intellis nce metters?

A, It wes 2ll kent in our heerds. All the informetion esme to me
from the division(HIKOSHIDAY), end I just execut~d it, Meps were sent
down for = particulsr mission, When we were close enough, I went to

the dlvision heedquerters for conferences, ~nd kept treck of the
informetion that way,

2.16. Deseribe es completely &8s you cen the duties of the officer
who performed iﬂt lligence duties in the FIZOSENTAI,

A, Gpnﬁrﬁlly, he erpedited the mimeogrevhirg, %apt the files

straight, #nd made the routine reports on onerstionel sircraft and
persornel, as well 28 reoports on westher besed on the patrols.

R.17. Were mission reports mede of nazative flighte?

A. TYes,

3.18. "Wore consolideted mission reports mad; periodicelly?

A, Yes, 3 peor month

R.19. What was the renk of the intelligance officer in the HIKOSEWTAI?
A, In my HIKCSENTAI he wes & mejor. He also douhled in opcr=tions.

“e wrs of equal rerk with the commending officer (Mej. TOGA) in
this instence,.

2.20. Were any onlisted men with treining in 1rtolli*onco assigned
to the HIXOSENTAI?

A, None,

Q.21. Was there an irtelligence unit a8 sueh assigned to the eir
division (WIKOSYIDAN) in vour experience?

A, TYes, 2 major, a first lieuterant, four non-commissioned officers
and four ether enlisted men.

Q.22. Was this a purely intelligence unit?

A, Yes, it was carried on the table of organization as such,
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R.23. Outline in es much deteil as you ce2n the functions of the
intelligence unit you Jjust describded.

A, The general set-up wes to obtein 211 the informetion from

highar echelons end work it over. The 10th Air Division (HIKOSHIDAN)

had its own rader network, end sent down thet sort of report. Then
4V | the 32nd Air Werninz outfit (KOKU JOBO RENTAI), with its meny

outposts sent in information to us directly. Long renge information
ceme from higher echelons, from hesdquerters,

R.24., Did the 10th FIKOSFIDAN keep count of enemy losses £nd eremy
strensth?

' A, Informstionfon thet ceme from =bove, We did not attempt te do
thet.

Q.25. Was there 2 war room with situetion meps, etec., et HIKOSHIDAN
level?

A, Yo. "e made use of the Eastern Area Army Heedquerters focilities
for things like thst,

Q.26. What kind of reports did the HIKOSHIDAN receive from below?

A, Yothing. The 10th HIKOSHIDAN was 11 fighters, end we didn't

bother with any reports, We h&d some recconnsissance plenes at the

start, but when these suffered demege they were redeployed after
February.

27. What kind of reports did the HIKOSHIDAY meke to higher echelone?

. A, We submitted reports on information from rerder stetions and
obeervation postes in our own e~rly w=rning system, After actuel
reids, we reported somewhet on the ~ctivities of our fighters,

Q.28. You made no periodic reports?

A, We did at the beginning, but lrter we geve it up because of the
shortage of peper and becsuse hecsdquarters wss so0 close bdy.

r’

Q.29. Whet were the functions of the 10th YIXOSHIDAN in assembling
end revorting to herdquarters on the estimated loss of Allied pleonest

A, Two orgenizations — the eir division and the enti-sircraft
people —~ were responsible for defending the TOKYO area, We got
together end tried to decide on the number each hed shot down end
what were duplicetions, and then send the report on up.

Q.30, Whet did the orgenizetion of the air brigads (HIKODAN)
emount to?

Y | A, We eliminated the YWIXKODAW in the Empire beceuse everything wes
fighters and we went=d to do away with one stevp in the chain of
command.,

Q.31l, In vour field HIKODAN - the 3rd HIKODaAN in JAVA — was there
a formel intelligence unit?

A, Not on the officialqtable of orgenization, =2lthoush gennerally
there was one officer picked for that duty.

Q.32. Describe your duties os intellizence officer for the 3rd
HIKODAN in 1943 in JAVA,
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A, I was a major at thet time, I hed a ceptein below me who wes
largely used in an intelligence cepercity. Both of us doubled in
operations and intelligence. There was no provision in the teble

of organization for an int2lligence officer. The commanding officer
of the HIKODAN hed one staff officer - I wes i%.

: Q.33. VWhat kind of aircraft identification pamphlets d4id lower
echelons receive and where were these issued?

A, About twice a year a new =ircraft identification sheet would
be issued at the office of the Chief of Staff and sent on down,

One copy was sent as far as squedron level, where it would be
’ recopied as necessary.

Q.34. Was the same procedure followed with regsrd to technlcal
intelligence?

A, Yes,

Q.35. With regards tn information on enemy tectics?

A, At HIKOSHIDAN level ch=nges in tectics, etec,, would be noted and
information sent out sbout it, either in written form or by disvetch.

Q.36. Were the combet evveriences nf HIXOSHIDAWS exchanged back and
forth, cither by direct contact or through the chain of command?

A. There wes direct interchange of such information between HIKOSHIDANSS
=1so through air hesdquarters in TOKYO,

Q.37. What did vou know about the training of intelligence officerst
A, There wes no schooling, no orgenized treining at all. Once a veek
~1l intelligemce officers got together with the intelligence officer

ct Air General Army (¥XOKU SOMBU) to exchenge exveriences.

Q.38. How did they exchange inform=ticn with tectical units in the
firld?

A, There wes very little such exchenge. They didn't need 1it.

Q.32, Wren you were in BURMA did you get any guidence with regerd to
the tectics used by U.S, and Allied esircraft?

A, Yes, bv dispatch and written document,

Q.40, Yhile in BURMA =nd JAVA, what informetion did yvou get from
orisoner—-of-wer snourcee snd how was it received 2t SENTAI level?

| A. We got none 2t 211.in BURMA and JAVA, We got some in the TOXKYO
‘ area; inform=tion from the B-29 crews wes quite helpful regerding
course, rendezvous points, methods of attack, etc. The Army Géneral

Steff was responsible for extrecting the information, and the Kemped
did the werk.

R.41. In the field, were there any instructions for handling
I prisoners—-of-war?

A. e hed instructions not to question them, to serd them te higher
hesdquarters for the Kempei to hardle. |

Q.42., What were the instructions as to captured documents, creshed
allied plenes, etc,?

A, If such meterial wes deemed of eny importence, 4t was sent back te
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the next higher echelon,

Q.43. VYhile in BURMA ~nd JAVA did vour organizetion find any crashed
eircreft or prisoners~of-wor which gave you snv informetion? |

A, Yo, Very little ceme into my hends down there.

Q.44. "Yhat sre your opinions on the Jepenese Army Air Intelligence
orgenizetion?

A, They were espacially poor at collecting end dissemineting’
intelligence. The informotion on the MARIANAS was brd: we didn't
know when the B-29's left there too definitely eo that I could

get my planes into the esir fast enough, and sometimes we wouldn't
know they were coming until they were actuelly over the city. We
under-estimated vour bombing reder, and didn't expect bombing through
heevy overecast., Our own communicetions were & big draswback in the
intelligence s~t up; we cenld get information, but we ceuldn't pess

1t along fast enough. We had ne informetion on your cerrier striving
forces asgeinst the Empire in edvance, for exemple.
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