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U.S. STR.TEGIC BOVBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTIL.STER, SiN FRANCISCO
INTERROG..TION YO0, (USSBS INC. 62) Place: Tokyo
NAV  NO. 12 Date: 15 October 1945

Division of Origin: Nevel Anclysis Division,
Subject: KAMIKLZE Corps
Personrel interrog.tecd «.nc background of eczch:

Captain INOGUCHI, Rikibei IJN, ccmmanded the light cruiser NiTCRI from
July 1942 until Nevember of thet year when he was trarnsferred to the
Burecu cf Naval Personnel. In Feoruary 1944 he htecame commending offi-
cer of 153 aAlr Groupr ir New Guinec vhere he remalned until assigner as
Senior Steff Officer of 23 Liir Flctilla on CELEBES in July 1944. The
next menth he beeame Ghisf of Staff of lst Air Fleet in the PHILIPPINES
where he remained thrcuch the PHILIPPINE Ceampaign, Since Merch cf this
yeer he has been attached tc¢ the Navy Deportment in TOKYO.

Where interviewed: MEIJI Builcding.
Interrogater: Lt. Comcr. J. A, Field jr., USNR, Lt, Conidr, R. P. Likin, USMNR,
Interprcter: Lt. Comcr. S, Millstein, USNR.
Allied Officer Present: Captain S. Teller, USN,.Licuterant R. Gerrecd, USNR,
SUIMARY

Captain INOGUCHI ciscusses the corigin, philoscphy, and history of the
Kemikaze Ccrrs, vith perticular r eference to the FHILIFPPIUF Campaign. The
interrogation cintaine scme specific feets on Japanese cir strength in the
PHILIFPINE and OKIN.7A operations, and on Jeranese eir orcder f bottle, but

in general is of most interest a- 2 picture of the stite <of mind that gave
rise to Kemikezze,
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TR..NSCRIPT
Q. What was your positicn in the PHILIPPINES in 1944-19457
L. Operaticns Plans, Staff of First Air Fleet,

Q. Wes the First 4Lir Fleet combined with the .Second Lir Flect during the time
of ocur attecks there? ' e o b | B

Le At the bugining'they‘were separazte, 22 October théy'combined.witﬁyfhé Seeond
Air Fleet. They had o single steff but remained uncer sepcrate cperation.
Kemikaze was begun by the First ..ir Fleet,

Q. Were the plans - of the First iir Fleed and surface fcrees combined in the Sho
Operaticns? e |

he They were,

Q. Who made the plens fer coordincstion?

Le The Imperial Headquarters. (Daitonei)

Q. Ldmiral TOYODL?

A.JAdmiyal TOYCODA was the Senicr Navy Member of Imperial Hecdquaters.

Q. Dces the plon cover the complete Sho Operation?

L. The entiie study of the Sho Operation is rot ir the plan., It is divicded intc
threc pheses (3 plans) but the whole plan was cirected at the same cbjective.

Q¢ I am not sc much interested in the Kamikaze but @ the Lir Fleet cover for
Ldmiral KURITAL'S fleet, Is this covered in the plan? |

k. Yes, it is ccvered in the plan. Due to bod weether they never receivec cover
and. the iLir Flect wes not eble to get into the air, There was o very bad
cloud bank between LUZON ené BLTANGLS, U.S. plunes of your Task Fcrece were
able to escape thru this clcud bark. |

L "1

Q. Where were your plcnes con LUZON?

L. Nichols Field - and ve had cn irsufficient number of airersft in the command
to complete the missicn, - .

A I wculd like to recd you the history of Kamikaze vhich I have prep:rec
an¢ perhops you will finc tk answers tc ycur questions 10 3t,

iéniral ONISHI crdcred the organization of the Kapikaze cn 19 October
1944. Thev vere recly tc go cn 20 Octcber, but no opperturity presented it-
sclf. On 25 Octcber the first Kamikoze attock wos made, hovirng o great mcrole
-raising effect. Althcugh the attacks were crdered by the Commancer in Chief
(1st .ir Fleet) irn foct it was criginctecd ty the feeling of ell ccmbotarts 1n
the PHILIPPINE urea., All :ere beginning tc think thot there was no vay but
suicide tc szve the situction; there were mony voluntecrs.,

For example, on 15 Octcber, Lcdmiral ARIIN., Commander of the 26th Lir
Squecrcn, hinself dove intc ar cireraft carrier. Jdmirel LRIME 1it the fuse
cf the crdent wishes of his mer in order tc brirg their wishes into reclity.
it this time we in the PHII IPPINES thought cbeut the eprrcach of the erisis,
cwing to the odds. Sc we felt &s fcollows: we rust give our lives tc the
Empercr and Country, this is our inb.rn feeling, I am afraic vy u 'cannct under-
stand it well, or ycu moy call it despurate or foolish, Ve Joparese bose our
lives cn chedicnce to Emperor and Country. On he cther hand, ve wish for the
best place in Cecth, cccerding tc Puskidc. Kamikeaze crigin- tes from these
feclings., |
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It was the incerncticn of these feelings. "e belleve in absclute obedience
to the supreme authcrity whe is unselfish, anc. vhose ecncern is the welfore
anc. peace of markind. By this mecns we can accomplish pecee. In view of
this = from this standpcint, the Kamikaze deserved the considercticn cf the
vhole world, « €

The center of Kamikeze is morale. To achieve Kamikaze, the ordinary
techique cf the pileot is sufficient, no special training methods core nee-
essary. OCertain points ebcut speeicl attock ere given, Brt to pilets who
have haed short troining cné lecst flight experience e give the essence of
Kamiksze ottock in the shertest pericéd pessible. Loter ¢r ve gave them
training in Kamikaze night atteck,

is socn os-cur reconncissence flight ecnsisting of severczl plones
aseerteined the location -f the cnery, then the Kamikaze units wculd start,
Our Kanikoze units tried to ncke their opercticns secret sc they dic¢ nct
stort to attack until preparctisr wos ccnpleted, cnd the location of the
encry fle.t ascertaeined, Eoch unit consisted of five planes; <ne unit after
ancther wetlc t-ke cff, in the usval methoed. The methed cf cttack changec
in accecerdence vith the attacks ~f the Task Force.

Later themcthod of attaek was changed. Smell numbers of planes were
deployel tc many bases. The other method was i< deploy & lorge number of
planes ot cnly e feu bases. This method has the advantage cf providing
meny surperting plenes. It was useful when defense cf your cerriers was
very effective. This methcd was alsc usec then ve vere going t- cttack the
enemy ot the landing point,

It is to be regretted that t'e number of bembers we had were insuffe
jeiert ond eruising racdius of plancs inccequate.

tiere any of the men refused permission to moke Kamilaze attacks hecause they
rere consicdered valucble fer other missicns?

Lnybody whe felt that he wanted tc, could do so, =né he uas pledgec tc carry
cut his feelings fer the Emperor. The only trouble with the U,S. way f
locking at it is if you stort cut cn a miscion with the idea ¢f ccming beck
you wecn't procecd to carry out the missiin with 100% efficicney. The main
peint cf failure was the shert eruisine radius of the planes. “hen we
dispersed a small number cf Kamiloze plones to o lerge number <f b:ses 1t
ecnfuscd the cnemy but lacked ccver, hen o largc nunber of planes were
based ot o smell number of boses it gove more cp criunity for ceover but
lessened their cprortunity te cttack .bjicets from many gngles,

i'ere you cognizant of overall plans cf the PHILIPFINE campcign.

Only acquainte¢ vith —ir operctilons.

Overall cir anc fleet?

Only with operations plans cof my bcse.

were those plans macde up by your steff or mhée up by GHQ?

From GHO, The cdetails and execution of cver ell plans were left up tc us,
~as the use of Kumikeze enviscgecd by éHQ?

No. They were purely znd simply a pelicy of that beose,

First Air Fle.t started Kamikeze?

‘Yes;

But the Dumei News lLgency cnnounced that they were training Kamikcze pilots

in Lugust 19447
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A. There is cbsclutely nc basis for such a statenent andc possibly what they meant
was thot the Jepanese war woo geing badly and that the ncticn wor 1d use sucide
es o policy, not that the Kamikaze was o definite plan.

0. 7ere hArmy ond Navy pilots in the first Komikeze cttack?

L, Nevy only. Members of the 201st Air Group. This scrt of thing has to come
up froa the bot: cm and you can't crder sueh < thing. At no time were Kumikeze
te.etics orderec, | - -

Q. Dc vou know whether the Carrier Feorce uncer LCmirs) O0ZATL tock pert in this
canmpaign? ' | -

L. L task fcree under his ceormand perticipated in the cttack.

Q. Was it intended th t the pilots frcw the carriers should carry cut Kamikaze
attacks?

L. There vas no plan as to vhether carrier based pllcts would teke part in the
cction and it depended on the unit in the erea cnc the responsibility for
carryinc out the Opercticns Plan. In the PHILIFPT'E carmpcign it wos the First
Lir Fleet's responeibility. Becouse of lack cf rerscnnel and plenes they felt
thot it was their respensibility to evelve some toctic that wculd cope vith.
the situsticon. Leter on when the Seccend Air Flect came inte the plcture in the
PHILIPPIIE zcticn they toc had scme Komikeze flyers., Eut, the ficin pelint 18
thit initiclly the Kamikoze concept was o methed of ceping with locel site-
usticns anc nct the result of en cveral?! policy hended Cowm fron GHCQ.

0. Did any of the carricr pilets jein your ferces on shere Cr teke pert in the
operiaticns? ’

i. The cerrier based planes werc ectively engeped oetrecn the period 24th and
o5th afier vhich they j ined cur land boasec forces,

Q. Did zny cf then cerry out Kemikaze attacks from corriers cr from your base?

i, Generclly it was from o land Lase that the Keamikozo attecls were started,

Q. Do yecu know of ent specific instance in vhich cerricr besed planes carried
cut Kemikeze cttacks?

A, Possibly.
Q. Then vas the Baka (Oka) bomb invented?

L. Aprroximctely hugust 1944. The rame was siven to the bemb by a Navy Petty
priiloer,

Q. Did it ccme frorm GERMANY criglrally?

A. Mc..."' bi:i' : O',:)iniC'n iS f.,i.bSC*].UtGll‘ ) i | It hc_'a.'S 11C Cn--nnecl.:i'_:n 'L'ith the Gel"l'.mn
b X

Q. Dcesn't the fact that ccrstructiin <f Oka was begun in hugust 1944 indiczte
a genercl plan for the use of Kanikaze cttacks?

A..The Oka cicd not precece the Kamikaze plen.

Q. How dc you recincile the twe dates, August for Ok amOctcber for Kanmikaze?

A, While there may hove been cverall ccneepticnscf the Kemikaze ides (utsice the
PHILIPPINES there was no c-nnsction, The Kamikaze spirit is unifcrnmly Jopanese
They ncy have, very vell, bcen thirking ab ut it at Imperiel Headguarters but
the first were put intc proctice in the PHILIFFIVES. 1 de ot knltvw of Gy

Koamikcze icdeas in the Inrer’zl Heetduarters.
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(Captain INOGUCHI, Rikihel IaN)™ ~ -

Did they heve Specicl httack Units training in Jepan?

There. was rc ccnnecti ny thet is , ir the plons and pclicies. The Sﬁéci&l
Lttack is o submorine attack. The commen thing with &1 these attacks is
the Kanmikaze ice=.

In cerrying out Kemikaze cttacks in the Philippines w_. any speclal methed o
apprcach used tc aveid radar Ceteetion? .

The main mether weas to hove rlones, off ecurse, dr:p window ete., in order
tc detract, while the cther plercs made the muln cttack. '

But os to the altitude cof aprrewch, was th:-re any specific instructicns?
Lltituce policy was t fly ¢s high as ncgeibl: , atout 18,000 feetb (6000 meters)
e triec ver cus cltitudes. Cone in ot 18,000 feet ond as soon as they real=
ized that the rader had picked them up they woulc ge dcwn tc as low as 80 or
90 meters. After they beceone recustuned to yrur ‘efense tactics they found

- that the ecsiest altitude wus ~hout 3000 meters,

That was the best tyre for dive attack?
Tactics changed with the type of plades, - A fighter would come in at

3000 r 4000 meters cnd then whern siguting the cnery would ge devm te 500

neters and perfornm 45° dive,
Dicd they prefer t attack frem cstern, cheed, cor on the beam?
Perferred to aim at the for.crd c¢lsvater frem astern. ‘e found that diving

from astern and aining for forward clevatcrs recuccec the efficicney cf the
target'!s evasive acticn. '

Did they have pricrity cn tergets were they specifically instructed as to
what targets to attack? |

It depcnded, -n certain days aircr. ft cerriers, cn otler days destroyers, ete.
Who gave cut thcse irstructions,

It was usually embobicd ir the Opceraticns Plan honded dovn by the Gommencer
-f the Air Flcet.

hy vas it that Kanikaze pilots, vhern acttecked by cur fighters, <i¢ not
attenpt evasive taetlics?

In such ccscs, if they vere quite for off from thelr main cobjective, they

Culd teke evesive toctics. Sometimes it wios .too late,

Thich servicc, hArny r Navy, ccnceived the icdea firsit?
lavy.
During the PHILIP II'E cempeign vhot typescf eircraft were used ‘for Speelal

Lttack Units?

"ZEKE", "JUDY" aond "FR.LNCES",

wWhat types of planes were used in the OKINAWA Compaign?
Saﬁe types cf planes were use&lby the Fifth Air Fleet (KYUSHU) in their, .

suicide ottocks at OKINAWA cs the First air Fleet did ir the PHILIFFIVE., but

es the surrly of bumbers cnd fighters boezme insufficient, trcining rlames
were usec., _
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A

Q.

What type of training planes?

SHIRAGIKT v.as uscd,

Any other type cf training plane?

Type "93"" (WILLOW) from Formosa only,

Any other type cof planes?“

No other type that we covld use,

What abaut float planes?t

We did use‘floa.t planes - WALF" and "WPETH.
Any other ﬁype?

"DLVE"

Wher dicd you get short' f combet type rlancs?
Bezining approximately 10 April 19457

when ves thé 10th Air Fleet fcrmed?

1 Merch 1945. 5th, 3rd, ard 10th Air Flects ccoperited in attacks cgoalnst
OKINAUA,

Tas the First lMobile Base (i.c. toceticel title of 5th Air Fle«t) Lir foree
Ccmmonder in charge of the 5th, 3rd, end 10th Alr Fleets? A

The ccmmander of the First liobile Base .ir Force (5th Lir Fleet) cormanded
the 3rd, «nd 10th Lir Fleets.

Did the Commencder «f the 3rd air Fleet move from KIS/RIZU te KYUSHU curing
the Okinava Campolign?

The Commander ~f the 3rd Air Fleet went from KISARLZU to K.NOYL, The Commender
of the 10th iLir Flect vent from KASULIIG:.UH4A to KANOY. as soon as the ORINAWA
operotions begen, The Comancder of the 10th Lir Flect stayecd in KiVOYa a
nonth and vent baock te KLSULIGAURA., The 5th Air Flect Heacdquarters wes ot

K/ NOYA, -

Who wos in charge?

The Cémmander av KANOYA was Vice Admiral UGAKI, CinC cf the 5th Air Fleet.
for tacticel operation.

Was therce any trcocuble -ith. those three senicr ccrmmancders being 2t KAMOYA at
the sarc.time? Tho commer’¢n? | ;

There s no trouble ot KaNOYL. 4as a nutter of foel, the' commencders of "the
3r:, ond 5th Air Fleets wi.re classmates et the Nevel ..cademy. The commancer
of the 3rd Air Fleet was a jclly fe'low,

Mas the 6th Air Army under ccormmend of the 5th Air Fleet cdurins the OKINATA
Campaign?

Yes,
Yies the 29th Air Flctilla in FORMOSA under commanc of the 5th Air Fleet?

No,
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Q. "ho was it under, €th Lir Divisicn?

bow

‘ﬁ
44 ®

Fx-

“het tpes ¢f plqncs werc they

It opecreted s an individuel comnend.

Under whori ¢ic the 8th Air Divisicn opersite 1n FORMOSA. ~

Do nct know. | '
Dc you know the neme of thc nen wﬁo ﬁa&e the plrns for OKINA&A?

’ 4 ;
The man wheo knows the nost sbeut the OKINATA Cenpeirn is 1n '
KYUSHU, but Cormmender TEZRAI 1s in TOKYO =nc he kncws 2 goed ¢eal
about it tco.

“what percentegc of hits —erc cbtolned in reletirn tc the number
of K.MIK.ZE vlenés employed in the FHILIFTIYE Campaign?

Approxinately cne-sixth of 011 Kemilkeze plencs used hit theilr
terget.

At OKIN:LYTAY
My estitzte of the OFINLTA filrurc wes epproximctely cne=ninth (1/9)

Tc cefend the henelend whet percentszc of Kemikeze plroncs were ex-
pectzd tc it terpets?

T think th-t it w uld heve cdepended o lot on the print ~t whichyou
would have landed, '€ prcbeably would hrve used inexperiencec pilets
and the firure would be nrobsbly only one-ninth(1/9) cr ~nc-tenth
(1/10) suvccessful. Lnother fretor in.the lew score wes th-t we
hed no defense zreinst flghters.

mere they going to riake Komikeze attrcks at nicht cr cey?

The plan wes tc use then prinerily =t twilisht or on Bripht noons
11eHt Yot a,

ccing t~ use during twiliecht -nd on
brizht noonlight nichts?

SHIRAGIKU, ZERO fighters and WILLOU,

Di¢ veou plen to use pnthfinder pleones equipped with radar during
KETSU Onersticns (Defcnse of Jepen)?

Therc were tre fow reder cquipped plenes tr plen #ny c¢cnsicer-ble
use of then in tre KETSU operation. Certrin reccnnaslssence plenes
were equirped with rrd-~r such os "Fr-nces" onc "Myrt".

“erc trey eringe to be pethfincer planes f£or the Komikdze
plenes?

In iy cpinicn, if it cene teo KETSU opersticns, there woulc be no
need forpethfincer planes,

Was it plenred t use Kenilkeze plencs ofter the lendings on the
coches?

The plen wes te walt until the very lsst —<ment, until the hAmerics
forces were Cispersed =s littlc s possible snd thus infliet a
erester sniount cf crnege.

Do the fipures or results in the PHILIPPINE and OKINLY LA Campelens
inclucec joint Lrmy =nc Navy Kenikeszc units?
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iie The figures sre for the Nevy only. If the arny were involved
the gigure wel lc probebly be less. (i.e. sme2ller percentege of
hits

Qe Dicd the Lrmy usc Kenikerze attacks in the PEILIPFINES or just the
Navy?

LA Both J[rmy &nd Navy,.

Qe DiC the Nevy plen to use 211 trrcining plrnes (Kemikeze) snd 011
ccmbet plenes to resist en invesion of KYUSFU er dié they plen

to held beck scmie plenes forthe cefense of HONSHU?

Ae Ebout 2/3rcds . f the plancs wruld be thrown inte an 2ttsck on
KYUSEU,

Q. Dc you know whet the Lrnmy plenned tc ¢o?

Le I worle not 2ttenpt to estinmete what the Army plen wculd h-ve
been., |

Q. How meny flying heurs dic¢ the Navy Kemikeze pilots have in the
(2) PEILIF INL Canpsign (b) OKINL™.L Cenpsirn? -

Le Most of the men in the PFILIPPINE Cerprign they had abouf 300 hré,

but in the OKIN.". Campalgn the had Kenikeze pilots with as
little =s 100 hcurs,

Q. Were Kamikrze pilets, curing the PHILIPFINE Cempelgn, linmited to
those h~vins 300 hours or less in «rder tc cons.rve the more ex-
pericneced flying personnel?

se Lvery onc of the pilots heped te get inte the Kemikeze Corps but
scver~l of then, with the -“cst fli~ht tine, were prevented by

crder ~f the Cormendins Officer frcm doing so as he wented then
for torpedo bembing, |

e Why Alose-he limit ‘It to torpede bembing ettask?. w.i
e We felt th=t terpedo bembing tock 2 grceter amount of sccurcey.

Qe In the midile f September cur carrier force attscked in the
PHILIFTINES, Do you kniw the totel loss frem those sttecks?

4o e lost 200 plenes in cne stteck in cne dey. Lbcut 60 firhters
in one day.

Qe Do ycu knew the titsl loss in September from the carrier strikes.
fie About 1000 in Scptenmber.,

Q. "Then the Sceend Li~ Plect esme down frem FORNOSL how rmeny did
they bring?

Le 300 frcm FORMOSA on the 22nd cf October,

Qe On the 24th of October /,cmirsl KURIT. wes sti-cked while pessing
thr-ugh the SIBUYAN Ser., Did he heve ony Navy l=ncd besed plene:
proteeticn?

L. They cic not cet through becsvse of westher.,

Q. Did they plsn tc?

A. Yes, but there was no c.ver,

62-8w




........

12 2 :?-
i
AR
Sy
e
i
i
ol
e
o
5
L
Nk
=
rkH]
'u..
gl
oty
s
X
e
e
i
.
e
i
i
o
g
i B
i
ik
3
£
'I'_,\
el
By,
s
ek,
et
e
BT
o ]
i
g
e |
i By
sl
s
Lt
G
s
o~

S

- o . * o e
i, " ‘- = b . H o
_ﬁv%{:ﬁ..:;; ‘ -_*_.L,.,-_.-um"“' M{"‘ A AR b T Uaies o
- TR d . e WAL ke = v s T BTy ol
SR "#—.Jh.., A oL s _-_-,E‘l._'-'. 2t b hod Y e 3 :-‘ 5 rn ! e ._ul;h

Ant
rpenserept of Interrogation (Cap®

L WY z -‘i- '.‘I
TEEEY L ] B [ ] i P e ﬂ'

0. Whet aid Admirel KCAITA heve scheduled for the 25th?
4 o s ' our plens attéckingyou;ships.

-

|F‘ - . LY ir ey

L. He dependel on Incis '
sh.ters, on the 24th when he Wes

Qo Dic ﬂdmiral KDTRITIJ. C*ll i"}I e

attacked? | s
: fVEN

L. Linirel KURITA 2i¢ net request eir ?Sveriheif ycg h

g éngugh planes there jg ne -ense sencing 1o

‘ e nc the
Q ‘In.vour opinion, what was che fellure 4 4 ﬁhe plen to cdefe
** PEILIFPINES® _ . , _

- & - - :-‘ enESt '
.FL. FlrSte I-lc..Ck Cg I:"l" i PR - ""tE “ |
gecond: Leck of experi=ncec pilote. POVl fighter cver the.

A D, G
Third: The supcriceits ¢ the Uad - uld get such good

7ERO end the foet chr® thg F-38
~1titude, .

; n
Q. Do ycou fecl that the shortege of plenes Wes due to procuctlo

at home or Our sttacks?

n feilure. Seeond was

Ao First impertent Foss: & Tt &g hed the scene of combet.

attriticn £ plenes befcre they reac

0. At thd st-rt »f the wer ¢ic you.expec§ a lcng'war?‘

A, I thought 1t w~11ld lost mbre than two yeers.
0 L AL ' t .

o . Lt what stege cof the war did “you reslize thot victory wes nc
P 3§ bl : A 2 . :

" possible for Japen? .

L. Battle of MIDWAT.

0. "Tere you =t MIDWAX? |
: ‘ ijrresisteble. Tith

: A . T | Hats preSSure becone et
Le NO After GVADALTANAL " . nd you crn still opers
~ TASK FORCE vcu still heve morility 1%0 %m_ve iy brses which

vut with land based eirepeft you heve Te L end Wb
cculén't use our

P 5 ~ir force 1s neu
rou rust hcldé cr else your ¢ ATTADALC we X a
%ressure becené sc strong after GUADALC%?%I;M(—: hed left. Lncther

oo

e b B = tﬁsgsplrn&s 1ike U.De B-2%9's anc

fector wes th-t we had no long Tenee
B"'l? ' S
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