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“SISTER”

It nappened when we were young. »

Twas noon-time in Spring Ching-erh and I were
running along a footpath on a field in the suburb.2 The
field was full of vegetables, with flowers yellow as gold,
stretching ¥as far as eyes could reach3 and humiliating4
zll the dreen bean shoots and wheat-flowers, They
emitted a fragrance that was piercing a fragrance that
somewhat resembled the fragrance of flowers, and some-
what resembled the {lavour of wine, though it was neither
of them; and it floated along with the warm wind over
the field. Bees flutterei *in swarmss under the sun,
buzzing® a song that no one understand, and Imis-
chievously teasing the vegetable-flowers, Sometimes they
flew risht thwards your head, ani you could not strike
against them. They would shoot at you if you did —how
annoying!

“OL for a blade of grass, - - .

Hey nonny nonnys
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SISTER

e

How green ot looks! ...
Oh, Nonny nonny heys
That love ’fiwizt men and women,

Should last more than o day! ...’

Thus sang Ching-erh—a song which she had learned
n> one knew where, As she ran along, she %cast her
eyes on’ the green hills in the distance where villages
and .temples were8 veiled in parts *here and thered by
dense or scattered foliage as if by a mist.

“How interesting, dear brother! That one can see
so far away, and there is one unbroken sky overhead,
Ah! ., ..” She said. as I plucked a stalk o! wheat from
the wheat-field, with the hope of making a pipz [rom
one of its blades, As the blajes were very young and
soft, I failed to maks one, I raited my head skywards,
and it was so dazzlingl? that 1 could hardly open my
eyes, A lonell easle was wheeling in a distant part of
the sky, It was right to speak of one unbroken sky;

for in town we never saw the sky but in bits and
fragments only,

We were going to Hou-chia-wan, a piace about four
or {ive {512 from town, to collect some debts from the
country peodple there who had borrowed from us. Mother
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SISTER 7

said that we would *bother every debtorid theose few
day, and she told me not to go to school in the aiter-
noon, but to go along with Ching-erh, It was really
enouth for Ching-erh to go alone to collect debts, for it
was her business to falk and to arjue, I only went
with her *for a trip,!4 But mother always told me to
accompany hes; for when she went out alo:e, Ching-erh
never came back until well over half a day, It was
futile to beat her, Mother said to me secretly, *See
where she will lead you to spend the time, Note what
she will say, and to whom, and tell me everything when
you come back.”

I was very glad to go along with Ching-erh, She
used to bring me to various interesting places, teach me
to sing songs and tell me stories. ~When we went out
of town to the country-siie, she would steal carrots for
me to eat where there were carrots, get m2 *jesuit’s
nutsl where there were jesuit’s nuts, or else she would
pick me raw chestnuts, Anythins she could manage
to get in hond, she would always get for me to eat,
Sometimes sie even stole money to buy me meatbuns,

“Aha!  You stole money, I’ll tell ., ....”

*No, my voung mastert I earn it; if you teil, from

i)

MNOW 0N, g0 0o
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SISTER 9

She earned mwney to buy me things to eat; how 1
liked h ri Therefore, no matter what she did outside, 1
never said a word when I came home. When asked, 1
would only tell the lie that Ching-erh had made up for
me. *O0On the other hand16 [ told Ching erh everything
that Mother had said to mz,

There were in town many older and younger %*slave-
maids!? like Ching-erh, Everyday they went to the
river side to wash clothes and vegetables, and they always
met in the same place and at the same tims, When
they cams to the spot, they laid aside their clothes and
vegetables, gathered together in groups, played *games
with pebbles,18 gossipped about people, and spent half
the day in amusing themselves, When they found they
had to go back, then they bedan to work in a hurry,
Those who had little to do helped those who had to do
more, When they werz late in going back they usually
had to bear some scolding, or even a thrashing19 But
on the next day, they came out, and played ard laughed
again; and no one would talk about what had happened
the day before.

Ching-erh did not play with these young gitls alone;
she had grown-up friends too,—a3s a matter of fact,
she was a grown-up herself, being oider than I by eight
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SISTER 11

or nine years, and I was already at school age Aunt
Sze of the Bzan-curd20 Shop anj Erh-sue who sold rice-
cakes were among the {riends whose homes Ching-erth
often visited, And once she came to their places, it
seemed she never talked enough, nyr showed enough
friendliness, And when they said that Chiag-erh ought
to go ba(;k, she retorted,2! “What do I fear; *After
all,22 I am late already.”

Ching-erh #%nev:r camz home but23 with *knitted-
brows and a longdrawn fac224 but once out of doors,
she was *all joy and happiness 25

As we were running on th: foot-path in ths field,
Ching-erh sang joYously and shz ask:d me to join her
in singing. If some onz came near, the siging would
still go on, hut then it was only my voi:e that could
be heard,

Suddenly she said, “Didn’t Mother tell us to gdo to
the Wan-fung Pagoda to-morrow? Look! there is the
Wan-fung Pagoia,” 1 looked to where her left hand
printed at, and saw *a tapering something26 on the top
of a hill far away; it appeared so small that it szemed
not even as tall as I was, It was a long time since {
went to play in that Pazoda, .

“To-morrow,” she said, * We’ll climb up to the top
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SISTER 13

storey, and have a good time there, Let me tell you:
there will bz some=one waiting up thzre for us too
someone who will buy us good things to eat, sweets pea-
nuts, salted vegetables, wine .., ...”

“[s that truez Who? Who will wait for us?”’

“You needn’t ask now; to-morrow you will know.”
She smiled triumphantly 27

“Oht 1 know you are deceiving me.”

“Have 1 ever deceived you? “ff'is true, but I can’t
tell you beforehand, If I tell you, it *will not do.28
And if you go and tell Mother, it will not do either.”

I thought it was only *an excuse29 for her to say
this would not do and that would not do; really she was
afraid that 1 should *tell tales 30 But in fact, why should
I tell tales at ali If I told Mother, she definitely would
not let us go out, and then I would miss. too, all the
good things that someone was going to buy for us to
eat, Alast 1f we could ouly go to the Wan-lung Pagoda
on this very day!

When we returned home, there were alrea y four or
five guests in the sitting room, all strangers. It seemed
that everyone of them was dark and rough—in fact they
were all rustics,;31  Qur family seldom *had any inter-
course with32 psop’e like these. Wiaen they saw us
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SISTER 15

enter the house, they glanced at us, and espc:cially at
Chin s-erh, Ching-erh and I returned their g'ances, and
then ran into an interior room,

Mother was cooking rice in the kitchen, As there
were guests, so more dishes and ricz had to bz preparad,
Mother was so busy that there was perspiration all over
her brow. And there was San-ku, the neighbour’s little
daughter-in-law standing at the door of the stove, to
*render her help33 too,

So much had we been enjoying ourselves outside
that we naver thought w: would bz so late in coming
hcm:, It was all right for m=2, But as Ching-erh did
npot come home *in time34 to work, she would cartainly
get scolded. Why should she come back just then? Where
hai she been f{lirting3® outside?

But Mother did not scold her, nor even showed any
sign that she would do so. On thes contrary, she said
in good temper, “S> you've comz back, You mist b2
very tired; go and take a rest!”

“A rest!” Ching-erh was afraid that Mother might
be sarcastic 36 and so she hurried to the stove door,

“San-ku, sorry to have troubled you, Let ms dw
it now.”
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SISTER 17

“Let San-ku do it,” said Mother, “Everything will
soon be all right.” ‘

Ching-erh went to the chop-stizk tray, and took out
some pairs of chop-sticks. Then she went to the cup-
board. took out some spoons, and wine-glasses, and, as
she cleansed them, counted, “One guest two guests, ..”

“Ching-erh, will you let San-ku do it? Having run
about for half a day, don’t you think you should take
a rest?”’ k

Usually when other people had work to do, Mother
would ask Ching-erh to do it; now she asked Ching-erh
to let other people do her work instead., Ching-erh there-
fore looked at Mother *in a stupelied state,37 while the
latter, with a smile on the face consciously gave her a
slight scolding, as some fond38 moth:r *doting on39 her
daughter would do:—

“Silly gir!, why don’t you take a rest when you
are asked to take one? How discbedient you have be-
comel™

San-ku stuck out her head from behind.the stove
door, and smiled at Ching-erh,

To work, to toil to bear scolding, and to suffer
thrashing, were *the bot that fell to40 Ching-erh every

day, and she coull easily pass a day under such cone
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SISTER 19

ditions, without any worry or fear, But an atmosphere
exactly contrary to this she had never had experience,
When it came suddenly, not only she, but even a specta-
tor like me, a boy of about eight or nine years old,
found it rather unbearable and insufferable, I guess-
ed there must be something curious in the matter, I
wondered what happened in Ching-erh’s mind, but I saw
her unconsciously4! drop both her hands, not knowing
where to put them, and feeling somewhat confounded,
Finding no proper words to say, she stammszred42 out a
question,

“Where dil these new guests come from:™

Mother did not answer; I thought she could not hear,
and repeated the same questin,

“None of your business” Mnthzr shouted fi>rcely,

How strange? [ thought. Whnat did it mater to
ask a question, After all, it was Ching erh and vot I,
who started questioning. Why should I alone be scolded.
Feeling offended, I mumbled and grumbled; but Ching-
erh, fearing that I might receivz further scoldini drew
me back and brouzht ms to ths hall, It was usually
like this; whenever I was te h» scolded or beaten by
the elder people, Ching-erh used to get me away.

Father was <¢oming out of the room, with a
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SISTER 21

water pipe in his hand, He glanced at us, and without
asking whether we had collected any debt, went to the
sit'ing room to *¥keep company with43 the guests

All of a sudden, Ching-erh seemsd *to smell a ra*.44
Without saying a word, nor asking me to play with her,
she stared blankly with unmoving eyes and sesmed to
be meditating in her mind,

I could hear the guests talking with my Father in
the sitting-room.

Chind-erh seem>d *to have hit upon somethingds
and *stole secretly4s to a corner behind thz sitting-room
and overheard the elder people’s conversation, After a
while, she ran back to her room, threw herself on the
bed, and, with a scream, cried aloud bitterly—though she
had not been beaten or scolded,

I was perfectly thunderstruck4? with these strande
affairs: 1 guessed some sort of disaster might have hap-
pened. But strangzr thing: *were yet to come 48

When Mother and thz others gathered to have din-
ner, Ching-erh was still crying in her room and would
not come out to eat, San-ku went in and asked her,
but she wouldn’t come out, Mother herself went in, and
she cried more bitterly, muttering something betwezn her
sobs, Finding her good-temperei efforts to console her
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SISTER 23

B

in vain, Mother asked San-ku to bring a bowl of rice to

her, with much good food4% added on to it,

After a while, Father came to see what happened.
Mother said, “She has been crying so bitteriy; wouldn’t
you try to stop her?”

And both Father and Mother went into her room,
and naturally I followed them,

“Ching-erh!”” shouted Father,

She was still crying, ‘but on hearing the wvoice, she
rose and jumped up from the bed. unconsciously push-
ing the bowl of 1ice on to the ground where it was broken
into piecas, with the untasted rice and food scattered
all over the placs. All of a sudden, she knelt down on
the ground before Father, and tried to embracs his leds,
Father withdrew in a hurry. Then she raised her head,
her face *sadly besmeared with tearsS0-—a wild-looking
countenance that one could not recognise as hers, With

a husky voice, she sobbed out the following words :—

“My good master, be merciful! Save mz; I will not

g0; no, I would sooner die.”

As she cried, she knocked her head on the ground

-with *heavy thuds.51

“Be sensible; you used o be very obedient and
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SISTER 25

understand things well. Rise and listen carefully to
me,.....”

As Father said this, he asked San-iu and Mother
to carry Ching-erh up to the bed, Struggling and crying
still on the bed, Ching-erh kicked at the planks of the bed
violently with her legs. I szcretly asked San-ku what
was the matter. She sail *Ching-erth was going to be
married: those guests in the sitting-room have come to
take her away.”

This awoke me from my dream *like a bomb-shell 52
Why: Why must they marry her elsewhere? Isn’t it a
good thing to let her stay on at home? Besides, she
herself would not agree! Yes, it’s a very good thing she
does not want to go away, for if she does, there will be
po one to play with me at home, )

Then Mother said: “Silly girl, you can’t stay with us
for your whole life, Sooner or later,.,.. ”

“1 am not going, I would sconer die. 1 would rather
stay with my lady for my whole life.”

But Father said, “You are going to be a step-wife,
nut a concubine, That man has land as well as a rice field,
and he has no childr=c. Once you marry him, you’ll be the
mistress of his home. Isn’t that a piece of gonod lucky

Now that you’ve gdrown up, vsi ought to unlderstand
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SISTER 27

things Think it over carefully; we won’t * let you
down.”53

Father ended his speech with a twist of his mouth,
and then followed Mother out of the room. I stood in
front of her bed, looked at the spasmodic34 movemsnts
ol her back as she sobbed, and felt very uneasy at heart,
I thought of saying something to comfort her, but dil
not know what to say,

Crying still, she turned herself round and saw me be-
fore her, She held my hand in hers, and, raising her ugly
tearful face towards me, called out my name, Her voice
seemed to be so full of sadness, that it brought out my
tears at once,

“Dear brother! I am going away:; and you wen’t
see me again!”

Still crying herself. she held up the corner of my
coat to wipe the tears that rained down my cheeks,
“Didn’t you say you would not go away:” 1 said.

She did not answer, Then groping with her hand
under the pillow, she drew out a number of coins, put
them in my hand, and said to me in a whisper: “My
good brother, will you go and find the man; youll tell
him . but must not let Father and Mother know,

you simply €a8y......
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SISTER 29

As 1 was listening, she suddenly stopped and mut-
tere] to herself, *’Tis no use, ’tis no use!” and turaing
round again, she cried more bitterly,

That night Mother was busy counting money in
the hall, San-ku and her mother-in-law also came to
help. One bag of coins after anothzr was pourel on to
a big tray, and carefu'ly counted, and then one box of
coins alter another was brought into Mother’s room,
I had never seen such a big lot of money and was
rather desirous of taking some to play with, But as I
had in my pocket the seven or eight coins given by
Ching-erh, I was afraid that Mother might find them out
and say that I had stolen them from the tray, So I
did not dare to take those coins, I thsn thought ol go-
ing to bed, but Ching-erh was still crying—I used to slesp
in the same room as Ching-zrh, But now I did not want
to go back to the sam: room, because, having done no-
thing for Ching-erh (though I was quite willing to do it),
I was afrail she would ask me to give back those ccins,

“Mother, I want to go to sleep.”

“Go to sleep then, Do you still want me to hold
you in my arms and nurse you to sleep?”

“Ching-erh was still erying in the room, so I couldn’t
sleep,”
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SISTER 31

RN, )

“Go to my room and sleep in my bed then.”

So off 1 went to sleep in Mother’s room, but aftar
a long while [ still heard them counting, “Five, ten,
fifteen, twenty,,....”, ¥accompanied by55 the tinkling

of coins.

When 1 got up the next morning, Mother was
already gone out of the room which then seemed to be
rather vacant, Then I went out of the room, and found
Mother sweeping the floor in the hall. There seemed to
be tears in her eyes, Why{ Mother had been weep-
ing too,

As I thought of going to see Ching-erh Mother said
to me, “Ching-rch kas gon: to some other man’s home,
Now that there are not many people to look alter you,
you had better go out le's, and stay more at home and
learn to do some work!”

“Is Ching-erh gonep” 1 *felt a chocy 38 She saii
sh2 would not goi how was it that she w.ntin the end ?
VWhen did she go? Who finally pzrsuaded her to go:

“Gone!” said Mother, “She had no curtain fr);ﬁ her
{lowery sedan-chair, and we took down the curtain from
the door of ycur room, After a few days, I'll buy yon

8 new one.”
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And I began to notice that the curiain over the

door of my room had gone too,

Nevertheless. 1 still felt that I could hardly believe it;
it seemed that Ching-erh had not gone, and perhaps she
was still crying in bed, I must go to her room and see,

“Come!” gaid Mother again, “tell me: il some one shoulq
ask you, ‘How much money did your father and mother
get for Ching-erh’s marriage?’ what will you say:”

I never thought of this, and therefore could not

answer So ! just stammered and said, ‘No one has

asked me such a questipn yet!”

“I know no one has asked you yet; but 1 mean, it
someone should aszk you. . ”

“T’ll just say that I don't knows f-r 1 reallv den’t
know 1 did not count the money.”

“You silly boy!” Mother become ra.her annoy-d,
“Come! 'l tell you what to say, You should sav that
we did not reccive any money at al), That man was
Father’s *adopted son.57 and, finding him a promising
man still without a wife, we gave him Ching-erh to be
his spouses and wz dil not get *¥a single cash58 for it”

“But Father hasn't got any adopted son!™ 1 con-
‘tradicted,
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Down cam: Mbther’'s palm, to d=3al mz2 a blow. 1
dodged my head and escapsd, And Mbther saii, “‘How
can any one know: Even if p2ople suspzct, you should

say that he is newly adopted, and that he s:ldom comes
to our house, anl therefore r

“ e 0 e .

Why should I say it tha: way? Just a few days ago,
Father taught me to tell the truth, and supplemznted59
his teaching with the story of Sz2 Ma-kwong. And now
Mother taught me to tell lies, Whom should I fo'low?
1 thought I would contradict Mother, but her Serious
face stopped me, and I did not say a word more lest 1
should be bsaten again.

Someone came in from outside it was Father. He
had got up very early that morning a thing he seldom did.

“How then?” asked Mother,

*“All gone; I followed them to Ta-Yuen-li, I was
afraidl that the rascals in the strezt might block our way
and cause trouble, Fortunately there was no accident,
Once we got out of the street, we felt quite safe,”

“Was she crying all the time:”

“Still crying all the time; but when out of the town,
she felt *a bit relieved 760

‘Dear me!” exclaimed Mother, “She’s bzen with us

for more than ten vyears; now that she's gone I do feel a
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little reluctantél to have ¥ parted with62 her, This young
maid seemed to hav2 been rathar *persistent in her af-
fection;63 how bitterly she cried!”

“You may know why she cried so much; perhaps she
knew that she wouldn't be so comfortable in her new
home,” ‘

“I don’t think so; the fact is that we never ill-tre-
ated her

“Then after a few months, if it be convenient, we'll
ask her to come home and spend a good ime with us;
it is so far away though.”

Father yawned several times as he spoke, and then
went into his room to sleep again,

From their conversation, it was obvious that Ching-
erh must be gone, When [ went to her chamboar, [
found everything *at sixes and sevenst4 Lying in a
confused state on her bed were the clothes she wore on
the previous day, a pair of trousers, and an apron. Ia
front of the bed on the ground was a pair of shoes of
which one turned towards the east while the other
towards the west. Upon the little cupboard were a basin of
soiled water, a mirror that was Mother’s, a powder-box,
a hair-dress set, . ....

But Ching-erth was gone! Gone was Ching erh, who
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used to play with me everyday, dress my hair, wash my
fac>, fill my rice-bowl, and often buy me thing3s to eat!
Gone was shz who, when Father or Mother was going
to beat me, would snatch me away, and b:ar the beating
for me on her back!

Where is Ching-erh now who on the previous day
told me that this day we shyuld go to the Wan-fung
Pagoda, and taste the good things that somsene would
buy for ust [ felt within my pocke: the coins that she
had given me the day before, and looked hzedlessly at
the things she haqd left bzhind her clothes, the shoes the
quilt angd the pillows. “Dzar Bro hzr I am going away!”
It still lingered in my ear I could not help flinging
mysell on the bad and weeping secretly, %*S>mehow or
other, 85 I thought if I cried aloud, Mother would beat
me.

Thereafter for a long period 1 felt very uneasy
staying at home, It seemed that I did not simply miss
Ching-erh, but missed every body elss, And noboly in
the house, neither Father, nor Mother, seemad to have
anything tv do with me. At night, when [ slept alonz in
the big room, with nobody to keep me company, I was
often frigshtened by the squeaking rats that ran ab ut
on the upper floor, and also {rightened by the *appalling
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darkness66 after the lisht had besn put out, Every night
I buried my bead under the tlanket, and almost sof-
focated mysell; but I could never get any sound sleep.
Sometimes, waking in the midst of the night, and think-
ing that she was still beside me, I stuck out my head
from the blanket and asked her to bring me the urinal;
but then, knowing she was not there, I at once withdrew
my head under the blankst agiin., and did not even dare
to get up to pass water, Sometimes I would ask in a
dream, “Ching-erh, is it true you have bzen married "

Ching-erth was married to a man living at San-Yan-
din, a -place about a hundred I/ from town. A hundred
{7s how very far away! Can one get to such a far-off
place! It was said that San-Yan-din was situatzd in a
forest surrounded on all sides by mountains on which
roamed fierce wild animals such as wolves, tigers and
leopards, San-Yan-din was a poor barren placz, where
nobody was rich. and nobody could afford to eat rice, but
only eat corn and wheat instead, Thz pzople of San-
Yan-din were all simple-mindzd puople; some of them
never went to town once in their life, Town pzople, un
the other hand, seldom came to this place, Formenly, 1
never knew such a plac: as San-Yan din, but now I know
too much about it,
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Father said that after a few months we would ask
Chins-erh to come homs, Wait patiently then, only a
few months, and I'll see Chind-erh again But a f:w
months passed, and I seemz=d to have forgntten Ching-erh,
Father must have forgotten her to), and no one talked
of seading somz one to ask her to com: home,

This year, our family bought some twanty acrest7
of rice-fields, In Autumn, we bought fron Hwu-seng an-
o her slave-maid a little younger than I, She was called
Hung-erh,

¥* * *

*My young friend, it is a few days since I saw you
last. Won’t yon come alung and play with me;” Mr,
Lau held my hand and said in a familiar voice, Haz
worked in a grocer’s shop that stood on the sam:> straet
s our houss, and not very far awaey from it

He was a grown up man. It was strang: that a
srown-up should ask me to play with him but Mr. Lau
used to play with us very olien

He was an intimate friend of Chins-erh, When Ching-
¢ h brought me to the lan: whers Wu-ma lived, w2
u vally met him thera. And he often took meldn-se:ds
and sweets from the shop, and gave them to us in a

generous manner,
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He dressed very neatly; his face looked white and
handsome, Those who did not know him might take him
for the son of a wealthy person, or one belonging to the

uppar class whaereas he was really an employee

He was however a very interesting man, and fond
of *cracking jokes, A few words from him could make
you *burst out laughing, no matter in what unhappy
state you might b2, In fact I often did not appreciate

the jokes:; but szeing all other people laugh, I followed
and laugheda too.

He olten *made faces at70 Ching-erh, or ticklzd her
to make her laugh, Sometimes he pushed Ching-erh dowa
on the ground, or pressed her on a bed, and then [
would help Ching-erh by pulling his leds, and if { could
not moves him, I bagan to strike him squeeze him or deal
him blows. But he never lost his temper nor would
Ching-erh losc her tempsr whe: he made faces at her.

Just a short time belore Chihg-erh got married, we
were still playing together, On that day, Ching-erh had
been scolded by Mother at home; «nd when she saw Mr.
Lau, she at once burst out weeping and said between
her sobs:—

“Dzer me! How can I pass the days liks this”
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“Be patient,” he said, “after all it won’t be long”

‘Make it shorter still then; you should send someone
to talk with my master”

“I know that: but it is *¥not so easily done as saii;71
your master would not part with you without a lot of
this thing,” and he made a round shape with his fingers,

“He doesn’t want it; he has said that he will retain
me at home to *¥wait on72 people.”

“What can one do then’ I've never bzen.to his
place, and I have no brothers nor relatives to be my
go-batweens V73

““According to what you say now . ,....”

‘Do not be so impatient, I have written to Hankow,
to a friend who is doing good bu-iness there, He will

lend me money, When his money comes ..., ..”

And so we parted, and I never saw him again
until this day.

As we trod along a back lane, he talked with me
in low whispers, He did not seem to be as cheerful as he
used to be, and his grave face seemzd to show that he
had been annoyed with someone,

“How long has Ching-erh dot married?” he askel,

“Let me see, the day before yesterday, and anothes

day before that; ’tis three days already,”
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“On that day, I was waiting and waiting up there
m the Wan-fung Pagoda. Who knows—alas!-— where she's
been marrizd?,.....yes3 that very day.” And he
*figured it out,74

“San-Yan-din ”

“Is it in the street or in the country>”

“Of courss ’tis ia the country, and over one hundred
L from town too,” My opinion was that if it was not
in town it must be in the coundry,

“Not necessarily, my dear brother, San-Yan-din is
Aa market town where there are streets and lanes.”

“That 1 don’t know.”

“What’s the surname of that family;:”

“Don’t know.”

“T'll not play with you again if you don’t tell me

“But I swear I don’t know. If I don’t tell you what
f know, I must bz a worm:”

“Then will you ask your people at home: You
mustn't say that 1 want you to ask.ﬁ If yau can get
any true news, I'll give you something good to eat.”

I dox’t remember if I ever ask:d about 1t for him—
#as a matter of fact76 even now, I still don’t know

where Ching-erh lives, nor what the surname of that
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family is, 1 oniy remember that Lau seldom came
together with me, and for quite a long period. I never
saw him at all, As I grew bigger, I began to unders-
tand the affairs that concerned grown-up people, And
wh.n I met him again, I asked him if he still remembered
Ching-erh ., .. He had now got married himself, and
was doing some business of his own, and did not seem
so neat as before, nor so fond of joking as he was, [
learned that he had been to San-Yan-din. He said:

“At the end of that year I resigned from the job
in Yi-Ta-li, and went to look fer somz other business to
do at Shen-Ho, which is about thirty five /; from San-
Yau-din, 1 asked any onre coming from San-Yan-din
about her —tut without name or surname, it was hard to
get any information, When I had spare time 1 went to
San-Yan-din myself, and after one whole year’s rpatient
search, I at last found her, She lived in the country-
side, abuut {ive or six // from the market town itself.”

*Found her at last! How was she?”

*Ch, oh 'Tis hard to say, "tis hard to say! She's
grown older, and not so pretty as before, She had to
work in the field, gather {ire w od on the hill, and look
after a baby too; she had alrzady got a child.”

1 coull vot remen.ber how Ching-erh really looked,
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o

In my childhood, I did not *appreciate the beauty of a
female face77 Now with his reminding words, I began
to recall that she was really rather nice-looking. Then
I asked from curiosity :—

“What did she say:”

“What did she say! She said that your father
ruined?8 her by marrying her to an old min.”

“An old man!” I exclaimed; for at that time of
*adolescence,7® I used to *imagine things in somewhat
unpleasant detailst0 [t almost made me sick to picturesi
Ching-erh sleeping together with an old man.

“What else can one say about this?” Mr, Lau said,
rather dispiritedly, “1 asked her to run away with maz,
She said that it was all over, and that she belonsed now
to another family; that the old man liked her well and shs
did not want to part with her child. [ ssid I eoul?
wait, for that old man would die *sooner or later82. She
begged m2 not to make such nonsensical remarks, for
she would not murder the -old man! Finally she caid
she hai led an empty and meaningless life, and advised
mz not to waste my time and effort *f{or her sake *’83

“And so, you cams back and got married yourself,”
1 followed sarcastically 814

‘No, I remained at San-Yan-din for two more y ars,
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running a small grocer’s shop. I waated her to see that
[ was really waiting, * That old man cf hers85 was
already sixty, and—*what the devil!86—he grew stronger
as well as older; and she bore a second child, Sha2 often
came to my place. cried bitterly, and urged msz to go back
to this town, saying that even if that old man died she
could no longer marry me, for she had alrealy a son
and a daughter, had enough to eat and to drink; and
then had to *fulfil her duty on earth87, She said that
as long as I stayed in San-Yan-din, she could never lead
a peaceful life, You see, what could 1 do then:”

* * *

I left my home in the year when Hung-erh was
married, How quickly time has passed! It is already
seventeen or eighteen years from row, My home is dif-
ferent from what some home-sick peaple might have pic-
tured, It has neither beauty, nor warmth nor splendour.
1 wish I could forget it altogether, forget the wretched old
town where I was born, Even my aged mother, Ching-
erh, and Hung-erh, all seemed to have #*vanished loag
ago from the memory of a tramp.88 Now it was a very

unexpected thing to get news about Ching-erh again, and
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still more unexpected was it that, from the poor narration
of the man who wrote for my mother, I found *embodied
somewhera in the character of a humble being something
wn-imaginably noble 89

It happened like this:—

The husband of the above mentioned San-ku—he i3
&t least forty now, once went to San-Yan-din, It is not
clear why and {or what business he had to go there, Never-
theless, people who had no proper business to do in town
would find every excuse, method and disguise to go to
the country,  Otherwise they could not *make money
for a living®0 anywhere else.

This townsman, carrying a small baggage on his
back, and covering himself from the sun with an
umbrella, was runnint alng a pathway near San-Yan-
din, when he met with an aged country woman, whe led
a child of four or {ive by the hand, and with the other
hand shadej her forehead from the sun, anj *stared at
this passer-py with strained eyes. 91

“Hallo, brother! You come {rom the town. You

are Mr,—Aren’t you, let m2 see aren’t you brother

Tung-gin?”

The man was *struck dumb,92 and wondersd how
this woman knew his own name,
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“Ah, don’t you recognise me> I belonged to your
neighbouring family whose surname is Wong!”

And so ¥it dawned upon the twonsmand3; “Are you
not sister Ching-erh?”

She welcomed him with a smile.

‘] say, you are not unlike him. The mole94 on
your face is still there, except that it has grown bisger.
And your manner of walking is not much different {from
before, Won't you come to my house and take a rest,
Neu-orh, hurry back and tell your mother to get a fire
ready, and say that you have a *Grand-Uncle’’” who has
just come from town.”

With wide-opened eyes, the boy stared at this stranger
for a long while. Then, having heard what his grand
mother said, he withdrew his hand from his grand-
mother’s, and ran along the foot-path by the wayside.
The “Grand-mother” accompanied the *‘Grand-Uncle”
and talked as they slowly followed behind,

Now it was Grand-Uncle’s turn to look steadily at
“Grand-Mother”, With her head full of *silver threads,93
a forehead full of wrinkles, a pair of eyes dimmed by the
sun, and with her back somewhat bent, she really looked
like a grand-mother, *Viewed {rom any angle96 she
was *npot at alld7 like the Ching-erh that he could just.
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¥recall from memory; no wonder he simply could not
recognise her then,

Soon they came to *a scantily-peopled hamlet 99 where
there were on all sides five or six trees of various sizes,
And beside one of these trees on the hay field couched
a little low cottage built with three different kinds of
materials, Cutside the door, there were lying disorderly
on the ground certain implementsi 00 whose names were
unknown to the townsman; and there was also a big
tray on which were being dried some clumps of Indian-
corn which town-people used to take as refreshm:nts.

“Grand-Unclz, shall w2 just sit in the hay fizld where
it is cooler. Neu-orh, will you call your Papa and Mama
to come out and meet your Grand-uncle

As this “Grand-mother” fetched a stool for the
“Grand Uncle” to sit on, she shouted at the cottage, out
of which issued a young fellow of twenty or more, wear-
ing a blue waist-coat to which was attached a grass-
rope. He must have been working at the f{lour-mill
iiside; and as he came out, he tried to shake away the
flour that stuck on his coat, He looked at this stranger-
guest in a shy manner and *murmured a few words of
greeting 101 Then out of the cottage followed a woman

of about thirty, wearing a headdress of {lowered cloth."

L]
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The boy who had brought along the guest also came out,
The younger woman dropped her head. and without look-
ing at any body, patted the child and said, ‘Grand-
Ucrcle, you are a rare guest! Neu-orh why don’t you
salute Grand-uncle:”

Having said a few words ol introduction, the grand-
mother asked her son to go Hou-tau-wan to borrow some
wine, and also asked her caughter-in-law *to prepare
some special dishes102 Then she sat in the open air,
with Neu-orh held in her arms, and began to chat with
grand-uncle about domestic affairs,

When dinner came, four big bowls of food were
served on the table, all being prepared with cotton-oil,
and for the sake of entertaining “Grand-Uncle”, *extra
Jadles! 03 of oil had been added. And every bowl seemed
to look so dark in colour that on2 bow!l could not be
#* distinguished from1064 another,

Everyone in the family earnesily urged Grand-Uncle
to drink, and ‘Grand-Mother” was especially happy to
drink with hiin, although “Grand-Uncle” hinseli had to
#*knit his brows secretly,105 for the wine smelt like noth-
ing but water that had been used for washing rice and
put aside for a long time,

“Grand-Unele,” said the old iady, “This is not a
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stranger's homs: and if we have nothing good to serve,
you must excuse us’’

The ‘*Grand-Unclz”, just likz> any other townsman,
was a cunning fellow, and was *used tol06 flattering
and pleasing p:=ople *in various lights107  There was
nothing that he would not do for the sake of gaining a
little benelit, Now that he was ¥playing the part of108
other people’s Grand-Uncle, though he did not prepare
beforehand what h> had to say, or how he was to act, yet
no one could *discover any {lawl9 jn what he said.

Having drunk a few glasses, “Grand-mother’’ became
more joyful, and ber words *poured out like water {rom
a springl10:—

“Oh!  How homesick I feltt How 1 longed to go
home just for once! When o'd-man was alive, I had to
look after this house and could not get away, When
the old-man died, I became encumb:red with these little
ones” Oh, Grand-uncle I wond:r if you can understand
the state of things, When the old-man cied, all the relatives
began *to bullylil ys, the widow and orhpans, One came
and asked for this, and ancther cane for that, As my
gon was young. and I just a helpless woman, what could
we go to deal with them’ And then lest I should live

comfortably, they began to gossip and spreai rumours,
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and even said that I was not brought here in a sedan:
chair. Now that you are here to-day, Grand uncle, will
you *bear me witness!12 and tell my son and graand-son
if the going did not erack with opeating when I was
brought here, My mother crizd bitterly, and so did I
and they said it wasn’t a sign of good luck—— But
still they would say it that way! Toere were many of
thems some said this and some said that—if only someone
could have fought with them! Grand-uncle, you have no
idea wha: *hard times!13 I have passed through—”

“Don’'t you believe what mother says,” said her son,
“Being old, she becomes fond of *chattering without
reason 114 No one says anything of that kind, and even
if they did, it was some ten or tweniy years ago!”

“Yes,” said Grand-mother again, “how I have *wan-
€2red in what I saidi115 I thought of my old home, longed
to go back, but for some ten years I never went home
once, Nor for some ten years have I seen any one from
home! S» when I saw you to-day, Grand-uncle, it seemed
as if you just dropped from heaven! And though not a
brother of the same parentage. you really belong to the
same family. If you'll :xcuse me, I say it is a joy even
to se2 a dog from one’s old homet”

“Crand-uncle” burst out laughing heartily, The son’



68 b b

WO A O 2 R o
[REWHS > BEEEVLROA > EREMHEE
0 ZMAN ABEAR > BhAERELD > RSN E
LHW BB —FERAL > S8 0 ANBRET 5 A8
AP > AT WA LREAR - TAFE 0 BT A AEIE »
BETLEG BERe--HERT > ikHT > ERTR
 %&¥%%Nﬁﬁ’W%ﬁ&£0h&ﬁmﬂ44mﬁﬁ
BRI BRI ITEE B — 4T . — AR E o R
BEBWT o |
WEMISRT 4 2 3% > 3 ANURBI IR L R > TR &
T KARTAER ) SEBARFEL > 5D LE H—

B BT RENT o KA [ > AM—LERERES



SISTER 69

¥

e g

and the daughter-in-law also laughed, ‘‘Have some more
wine please!” And Grand-mother poured the wine into
her own mouth,

‘1 used to say that my Father and Mother were very
hardehearted to have married m2 so far away, and
never sent anyone to come to see me, or asked ms to
go home—’tis *a rare case on earth!116 Not a year
passed when [ did not think of my old home, I asked
several people to carry a letter for me; but soms said
they could not {ind the place, while others said they had
no time to loock for it, The most ridiculous thing is that
hybrid Chin-sang—you may not know him Grand-urcle,
he is one eof the cousins of our clanli8, He succzeded
in {inding the placs, but secing that our old house nai
such a high front door, he was afraid of entering it did
you ever sez such a g¢ool-for-nothing fellow! However,
he manaded to find out one thing —one very unhappy
thing though: my Father passel away—'"

“'Grand-uncle’” promptly made up s)me tales and said
that her “mosther” had much resards fo: her, but could
not come to see her because it was to» far away, that
her *fa‘her” used to get ill once in every three days, so
that the family was every day expscting some short of
disater, and therefore did not think of asking hzr to ¢cym>»
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home, After the death of her “father”, her ‘mother”
¥dedicated the rest of ‘“‘her’’ life to119 burning incense
and reciting Baddiist prayers at home, and did not care
about domestic affairs, leaving them in the hands of
her son, He was then so very young that he could not
remember his -‘Sister”,

“Ch! No; my “brother” would not think of me Of
course he must have got married long ago, and have
grown-up children of his own—Hey will you pick some
food for Neu-orh; see, he'll upset things by +h:lping
himself120”  And then with her chopsticks, she heiped
a good deal of food on to ‘Grand-uncle’s” bowl, and said.
“If our Grand-uncle doesn’t mind ‘Sister’s’ home being
80 humble, he should stay here for a few days, You
haven’t seen your little nephew and niece yet, Lou-ta,
my son, will you go to-morrow, and bring your sister
kome, The younger one has gone to carry persim-
mons over the hill, and will come back in one or two
days.”

“No1” said Grand-uncle, having with some dilficulty
swallowed down a mouthful wheat-rice, “Sister, I thank
vou all, But I have some other important bussiness to
¢o and have to go after dinner, I'll soon come and see
you again,”
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Aiya! Aiya! Truly it is said that *one can hardly
expectl2l affection from one’s relatives, nor can one pre-
tend to have such affection! When a brother of mine comes
to my place, he should not go away on the same day,
You must at least *stay overnight!”122

* * *

Early in the next moraning, the whole family came
out to the field to sce °‘Grand-uncle” off, and “Grand-
mother ’ accompanied him a little farther away, When
the two were alone, “Grand-mother” said,

" Brother Tung-gin, you must not laugh at me; in
front of the children, 1 had to act like that, When they
know they have a ¥maternal grand-mother,123 and well-off
relatives on the maternal side, then even if they don’t
get any letter from them in thei- life time, they will
*make an elfort to become better men,124  When you
go buck, tell my former mistress that 1 have always
behaved properly in another man’s home, and have
never done anything that might make her ashamed, If
you chance to write to my ycung master, add a few words
for me, that I hope he will be a high official, And
should any one come this way, let him bring us word
that my “Mother” wants me to go back, though really I
wouldn’t do so. Old as I am, what’s the use of going
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back now ‘to my old home But if someone should come

and ask me to, it would be flatteringi25 to my children
as well as to myself.”

The man who heard this afterwards reported to my
mother everything that he could possibly remember; and
mother asked someone to write to me, telling me all
this *in great details 126

How my heart throbbed as I real the letter] After
thirty years this humble bzing that has been entirely
forgotten by others still cherished the memory of her
former master and mistress, aad her ‘‘young mastér”,
though in front of her children, she would call tham her
“Fatiler", “Mother” and “Brother” instead, For the sake
of her sons, and grand-sons, she would #*disguise ‘' her
origin and breeding 127 and conceal the bitter tears that
belonged to her younger days,

1 feel fortunate to havz a “Sister” like this, She
carries my memory back to my old home, to my poor
ag d mother, to my childhoed. to my “Sister” wao has
bacome a grand-mother, and to her children, WNow tiose
*dwari-pirates!2® have occupie} my homz village, and
my mothe: died during those *riotous times,129 It is said.

thet San-Yan-din which is only a hundred Z from my
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home, has been raided from time to time by %*those
rogues 130 and the place is believed to have been ruined,
What has happened then to my ‘“Sister”? And to my
“Sister’s” children> My dear “Sister”, I hope that vou
are stiil safe and well There will be a day when youk
“Brother’” may come back to see you,
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