SHIP'S HISTORY

USS LST=201 * UsS POwTUS

This is no saga of one of the United States Navy's
proud fighting ships. Rather, it is the simple story of a
hard-working Landing Shi»(Tanks) which, as a partially
converted Liotor Tornedo Boat Tender, played 2 vital part
in the blockade that left thousands of Japs without food,
supnlies, and reenforcemcnts up and down the dank and
dangerous Necw Guinea coast from Buna to Saidor to Aitape.

The nomes of the villoges whore the LST-201, later to
becone the USS PONTUS (a4GP-20), quietly ~nd unpretentiously
did her work, ire 2s littlec known us this shi) which repaired,
supplicd, .nd served as 2 floating howme for thoe fighting
PceTec Boilts,.

On april 2, 1943, the story of the LST-201 began when
she wus tken over by 2 United States Const -Guard crcw undcr
Licut. Suriuel Do LaRoue, USCG, at algiers, L2., relieving a
Navy ferry crcw tnat hod takoen the freshly-printced ship down
the liississipni from Sencea, Illinois, wiierc she wis built.

The nrimc functicin of any landing ship is to carry hor
valunble cargo of storcs and munitions right u» on the bench
where Army and Navy crews can utilize them immedintely. Thus
it was thnt the LST-201, known more sim»hly to her crow os
the Two-Oh-Onc, mancuvered in and out of the St. Andrcw's Bay,
near Prnama City, Flo., from the end of april clear into May.
ag2in and again the new crew sent the ung.inly ship crunching
onto the beuach; over and over they »nullcd her off into deep
water with tho ship's storn anchor and winch, until Skisper
LaRouc knew his .aen could put their shi) on any beich, in
any country, and bring hor off safely.

T .ctical manouvers were 21so in order, ~nd between
becehing exerciscs, the 201 cruiscd out of St. andrew's Bay
to cxecute "turns® ond "corncens™ with two sister ships, LST's
66 and 202. Gunnery aroctice was no loss strenuous despite the
faet that those carly landing ships werc lightly armed with 2
single threce=-inch gun apiece 2and twenty-millimcter guas.

With LCT-254 on her decek, the 201 got underw:y on
May 22, 1943, with LST's 66 2nd 202, on 2 journgy that was
to take her half way around ths world 2nd kee) her out of
the Unitcd States for iore than two and onc-h2lf yc.rs.
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Battle drills and casualty exerciscs were constant
throughout the tri» 2cross the Pacific. First stop for the
convoy was at Guant~nomo, Cubo, on the Atlantic side. Then,
touching port only at Balboa, Canal Zonc; Pago Pngo Island;
and Savu, Fiji Islands, the three ships, with their sscorts,
arrived in Brisbane, australia, on August 11, 1943,

Two wecks werc 211 that could be s»arced the LST=-201, for
she was ordercd to procced on the 23rd to Mackay, Australia,
nerth of Brisbanc, for pzrtial conversion.

alongside the USS DOBBIWN, 2 repair ship, tho 201 begon
conversion on the 26th of August. Working yuickly, tho
DOBEIN crew instzlled water distillcrs, 2 huge mchinc sho®
and a carpcntor shop on the tank deck, cxtrn gonsrators, Uk
& ten-ton Lorrainc cranc forward on the top dccka.

Here, too, at Mackay, the 201's first Navy croWw cane
aboard. Undcr Licut. Williom Cancron, USNR, thcse men and
officers wero attached to PT Basc FOURTLLN 2and werce part of
an advonecd ficld torpcdo unit which was to soerve aboird the
201 as 2 proenair crow,. . -

Then, in casy stages, bcginning oun thc 9th of October,
tho LST=-201 startcd un thc cozst of .ustralia, honding for
llilne Bay, New Guinca. The nine-dnys voyage ended at Gili
anchorage, Milno Bay, «nd horc finishing touchces were added
to the ship's original conversion.

On the 18th of Novcmbor the 201 strrtod wup the Guinea
coast for Dreger Horbor, ncar Finschafon, stopping off at
Buna and again at Morobe whorc shce beiched to take on supnlics,
rcnaining until January 11, 1944. Escorted by the PC~1131,
the 201 went into Drogcr Harbor ncxt dny, wchoring botween
the USS PORTUWS, 2 sister shin, 2nd tic SC-737.

Herc at Droger Horbor, operating under Commnnde: Tnsk
Group 70.1, the LST-201 bogan hor first work as 2 PocTee
Tcnder, hoisting cngincs from the boits and rcpl-cing them
with now or overhaulcd cngincs. Boat offic.rs wnd crcw welg
subsistcd by the tondor, nd it was o cormon sight to sce a
long line of mcn on dock waiting for chow with luminunm trays
held 2t the ready.

The work of the PccTco Beats, opor-ting nlong the coast
of Guinca up past Jan-hcld Szidor 2ud as f-r s thc southorn
coanst Of Now Britain, hnd so paralyzed Nin's supnly line of
barges that special ciforts wore put forth to smosh at the
tenders.

Despitc protection from United States Army night fighters,
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high-flying J2» planes broke through for hit and run

attacks frequently., TFinally, in 2 desperatc effort to breck
up the lMotor Tornedo Boat teams, the Juaps concentrated on

the LST=-201 2nd the PORTUNUS throughout thc 22nd =nd 23rd

of January. Four sepnarate attacks during the last night
brought the Japs a single hit on the 201, &An nti-personncl
bomb exploded midshipns on the storbourd sidc, slashing five
men with flying shr-pnel. To thc ship itsclf thers was no
injury. ana ncxt morning & gigantic Purplc Hoart was paintcd
on thc bomb-pocked bulkhcd,.

Locking an A% Fromse, o giant motnl sling for raising
PeaTce Bouats out of the wacer for huil, shxft, ~nd screw
repairs, the 201 took o pontoon drydock 2longsidce. The boats
viere then hauled into the drydock by hand, 2ir was nunpned
into cach pontoon, and the ropair crow scromblod aboird from
the tender os tihc drydock liftcd the boat out of the water.

Thc Commanding O{ficor, Lt. S. D. LaRouc
of his dutics on Fcbruary 15, 1944, by Lt.{jg
l.cCurdic, UsCG.

Throughout thc month of February, whilc Tokyo Rosc, tho
glib-tongued propaganda spceialist, sank PocTce beats 2nd
tecnders over the air-woves, the 201 stuck out bombing attacks
that avcraged once oxch day.

when hor lotor Tormpcdo Boats had too leng 2 trin to
strike the Japs, the 201 nieved further un the coast to Saidor,
right bchind J2p units flceins from ancriecan (nd austrolian
units which worc advancing zloag the beachcs. From Saidor,
thc PccTces simashed an alrceady tenuous Lipn sudnly linc, scending
scoros of heavily ladon bargcs to the bottorn,

#ith the aitapnpc-Hollandia landings schedulcd, the LST-
201 wecnt boek to Droger Harbor for supnhlics 2nd sparc parts,
then prococded to aitapc whore sho dredped her hook near
Celeo Island, 2 scant two rilcs off thc coast., Here, she
tended lfotor Torpcdo Doat Sguadron SIVEN urder Lt. Condr,
Re. Lueson of Boston, cnd I{TB 3 uadron EIGHT undcr Lt. E. I.
Farley.

Continuous patrols wére cffeetcd by tlic squadron boats,
westward to Hollandia and cast clong the Jap-infested juingles
past the Drinjumor River. With bause comnunications cstab-
lishced on the 201, the boats coopcratcd with Australian
Bcaufort bombers in 2 campaign of cxbermination 2gainst the
Jap bargces uscd to forry troons bchind the Allicd Horimeter
at night. In sharp actions throughout Ilay and Junc the Pec=-
Tces destroycd more than 100 barges of 21l types, strafed
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Jop canpfires, and raccd past Nip-held beaches with guns
blazing in the face of 75-il fire,

aneriean casualtics werc very light. Jounded werc re
turncd to the 201 quickly and werc unlocded on the ship's
extendcd ramp. Thc men were rushcd by strcetcher to the Sick
Bay whoere the doctor anc h s assistant corpsmcn, informcd by
radio of the extent of injury, werc wultlug.

On July 9, just 11 days boefore the 201's rodesignation
as an AGP, lotor Torpedo Bout Tender, Lt, ileCurdic was re-
licved of his coamand by Lt.(jg) Zdgar V. Saugstid, USCCGR.

The LST-201 was officially rc-nancd USS PONTUS (AGP=-20)
on thc 15th of August,

The PONTUS .ot undcrway on auvgust 24th fer RBrisbanc,
Australia whore a complctec overhaul and additional conversion
was schedulcd. Thoe first cf Septombor found her in Milne

cy, and twelve days latcr the first linc was over at the
Hoviard Smith dock in Brisgbanc, “n¢g¢ days in drydock werc
requircd for minor hull renairs whilc 2 dozon australicn
dock=-workers swarncd over tho ship's bottom to scranc off

"erass™ and barnaclcs,

A new ski»oyer took over the job on October cighth.
Lt.(jg) Robert F. Saucr, USCGR, rclicved Lt. Saugstad, while
the PONTUS was getting cthorough conditioningz by hor own
crcw and o scorc of wiorkors fron the Nuval Scetion Bise ncar-
by. Living compartizcnts werc built for the dditional men
in the AGP Cbmgluuu“b, rcpalr faicilitics were cnlarged,
torpcdo racks and 2 now shop were set up on the tank dock,
and the radio shack had its face liftcd,.
From hcre the story of the PONTUS rcads likc a »pago
from its first cruisc, for getting undcorway October 17, she
proccodced to Mackay, thc littlc town where sho first took on
the charactoristics of o tender. Thenec, she crosscd the
Coral Sca and headed into lillne Bay ogain. ihen, she stopned
bricfly at Capc Crctia, Droger Harbor, whcru shc went aground
on November 9 and camc off the rocf noxh ay at high tidec.,
Past Saidor, past sitandc went the POJEUU, westward to llios Joendi
Anchorage on Wovember 17th. Hore. bcaching was in order, 2nd the
PONTUS thrust her nose cshore, opoencd hor bow doors, lowered
her ramp to take on PoeTee sparss rs neging from hugc Packard
¢ngincs to cartons of frigllv r:dio tubcs.

Two days latcer the ship was off for thce Philipnincs in
convoy with AGP'S WACHAPRIAGUE 2nd WILLOU! GHBY, 41 PcoT
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bozts, and gsevgn Army crasih boats,

Procceding inte San Pedro B2y, Leytc, P.I., on November
27, the PONTUS was on the fringe of an air-sca battle
between Jap suicide »ploncs and a portion of the United
States Flcet steoming just outsidc the bay. Only o single
Nip flew ovcer the POWIUS, but he node no attempt to attoick,

In 5San Jaunico Straits, betwecn Samar cnd Leyte, the
strip of watcr known as #3ulcide Strait™, the PONIUS com-
plctcd her chango from Couast Guaré to ilavy on Doccember 15,
1944 when Licut. Commandor willard ZEacry, USWR, of 9 Charlces
River Syuare, Boston, lMass., rclicved Lt.(jg) S2uecr as
Cormanding Officcr. Liocut. “jzltor J. Verlauccer of 1140
Louisiana avece, Now Orlcans, La., was a;jointcd acting
Zxceutivc Officcr,

Christmas Evc, Doccamber 24, 1944, nust have scencd
likc thc nerfcet tiac for o show ¢f strcngth to air-mindod
Japancse Intclligenec Officcrs, but thicy found thot the
lights blinking 2t their from tihc boch brought ncither
£00d chceer nor ilerry Cihristiins grcotings to theom. Plonty
of flak was waitin_ for the Lidin »lancs from Army anti-air-
craft units posted around the hirbor 2ud from the vast numboers
cf ships in tho bay 2nd tho stra2it. at twenty nminutes of
ten this night, thc PO.LIUS historiuzn noted merly that the
shin went to general quarters (o common eneugh notation)
and that 2t five ninuvcs after ton she "eonmcneoed firing at
orc planc illunminotced in scarchiight." Onc ninutce later it
was allover, and boeforc the our was up the last Nip had
flcd horic,.

when sparc parts werc urgcatly nccded by PecTee Suuadrons
in Subic Bay and Linzaycn, Luzon, the PONTUS carricd then,
leaving Leytc on april 7, 1945, znd roturning to 2 ncw PcoTce
tconder anchorage at Guiuvan Harbor, Sauar, con liay 8th,

The PONTUS was underway agoain on Juns 25, cnroutc to
lialalag Bay, Mindocnao, P. I., wherc shc rclicvod the USS
PORTUNUS on the 27th, asswiling dutiss as tconder for lotor
Torpcdo Boat S _uadron T.4dliTY-FOUR, the "Scahawk™ s ucdron
under Licut. Hoagland that spsellcd ruin to 2 group of Japa=-
nesc notor torncdo bonts based near Davad.

another assigniont on august first took the PONTUS to
Tawi Tawi, Sulu archipclago, to tcend LITE 8 uwadron EIGHT.
Horc she relicgve the USS OYSTER B-~Y on auzust sixth,
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The Jap surrcnder on au _ust 15th was cclebratcd with
a full s,uadron of PocTec Boats cutting capcrs thrcugh
the harbor while 2 sc¢aplanc tcnder nsarby, thce USS POCOMOKE,
blasted the azir with flaorcs and gunfire., "W" of Victory
vierc 1 ormed by PO.JTUS gun crews, using tracc.s 2nd
ancthcr huge “V* illumincted the beach froa twin search-
lights on thc POJIUS' bridgc. Tic PONTUS departcd Tawid
Tavii on Scptenber Lth with a championshin softball toam,
hundreds of scuvcncir bholo knives collocted by the crew and
the rcputation of a first-class tcender.

Further dutics took the PONIUS to Puorto Isabela, Basilan
Islané, Guiuvan, Sanar; Subiec bay, to tend Ron 39. Hore, on
October 17th, Licut. Jolin R. Davidson, UEL, of Forsyth, liontana,
whe had served as fxccutive Officoer sincg Fobruary,
religved Lt, Condr, drrry as Comnmanding Officcr.

for Guiuan Harbor to dcconuiission PeeTee Boats. From this
anchorage, on November 20th, aftser 2 day in drydock, ke
POLTUS began the long, long journey ovack to the states.

The PONTUS dcpartced Subic Bay on the 31lst of Cetober

A roaring typhoon caughit thc shin on November 23, Jjust
ur days from Guam., The Thonksegiving dinnors of th: day

ore tasted not so zood 2s 2 75-knot wind and fifty-foot
woaves rollcd the PONTUS violontly on her sides and scnt grecn
watcr cerashing on hcer forccastle. Two cays fighting the
sea swept the PONTUS slightly ofi coursc, naking her late
for an appointment in Guwa, but shc survived stauchly,

Dgstined for San Franeisco, the PunTUS was re-routcd on
Decewber third for Pearl Harbor, with .rdcrs to procced to
the Cinal Zone for oaward routin, to ow York and oventual
dcecoruaissioning,

Hor job is donc now, for tihc fighting PceToos no longer
rocm the Pacific watcrs. The POITUS has a rest in storc.




