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TVNZ allowed to show Rainbow 
Warrior court footage
August 7, 2006

Television New Zealand (TVNZ) 
has today won a legal battle in 
which they will now be able to 
broadcast footage of two French 
spies pleading guilty to 
manslaughter in relation to the 
bombing of the Rainbow Warrior.

The two French spies, Alan Mafart 
and Dominique Prieur, have been 
fighting TVNZ to keep it from 
broadcasting footage where they 
are shown pleading guilty of 
manslaughter for the killing of 
freelance photographer Fernando 
Pereira during the 1985 bombing 
of Rainbow Warrior.

Three Court of Appeal judges 
decided unanimously to uphold a 
2005 High Court judgement. They 
ruled that "The privacy interests of 
the two spies did not outweigh the 
public interest in the the [sic] 
case, given its historic 
significance." The Appeal Court 
also added that the reason they 
dismissed the appeal was because 
the two spies "Have published 
books about their actions, saying 
they have effectively courted 
publicity and diminished their 
privacy interests."

TVNZ had originally wanted to 
broadcast the footage on its 
Sunday 20-year anniversary 
special on the July 10, 1985 
bombing of the Rainbow Warrior. 
Damien Comerford, executive 
producer of TVNZ's Sunday 

programme, said "The footage is 
hugely significant."

Christchurch, New Zealand 
floods causes havoc
August 8, 2006

Hillside suburbs in Christchurch, 
New Zealand have been suffering 
from torrential rain since Monday 
night. The Heathcote river burst its 
banks and caused surface flooding 
in areas.

Around 60-millimetres of rain has 
fallen. The Heathcote river in 
Beckenham has inundated areas in 
Eastern Terrace, making some 
roads impassable. Terry Sefton, 
Christchurch City Council 
spokesman, said "Eastern Terrace 
between Birdwood and Sandwich 
Roads is impassable and some 
parts of Palentine and Riverlaw 
terraces are covered in water."

One household near the river has 
already been evacuated with 
another twelve also expected to 
evacuate out of 30 surrounding 
houses.

Rain has eased slightly and the 
Christchurch City Council expects 
people will be able to return to 
their homes tonight, along with 
400 sandbags laid to protect 
homes.

The Christchurch City Council have 
set up a welfare centre at 
Cashmere High School, with meals 
supplied by the Salvation Army. 
Civil Defence is also at the school.

Slips in the Port Hills area have 

also happened, leaving some roads 
closed and others limited access.

Fire at New Zealand hospital 
destroys laundry
August 9, 2006

A fire on Tuesday night at 
Southland Hospital, Invercargill 
has destroyed a two-storey 
building which was used for 
laundry and cleaning by the 
cleaning company Alsco.

Junior doctors and interns were 
evacuated from the nearby 
hospital campus. A dangerous 
goods store nearby nearby was 
saved from the fire. The building 
was not close enough to the new 
main hospital building to cause 
any damage to it.

Morris Robertson, Fire Chief, said: 
"We managed to save a dangerous 
goods store near the fire but the 
laundry is a total loss."

Fire crews arrived at the scene at 
9.30 p.m. (NZST) and Morris 
Robertson said that the building 
was well ablaze when they arrived. 
The first was so severe that they 
had to call in other firefighters to 
help, including volunteers. In total 
there was eight fire engines and 
35 firefighters.

The fire was under control by 
11.30 p.m. but the fire crews 
stayed overnight, just in case.

The cause of the first has not yet 
been determined.
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New Zealand Maori angry over 
US tattoo kit
August 10, 2006

New Zealand Māori leaders have 
said that they will try to get a 
Maori temporary tattoo kit from 
the Los Angeles store Halloween 
Town withdrawn from sale, as 
they find it insulting to the Māori 
culture.

The Halloween Town, a store that 
specializes in Halloween costumes 
and accessories, is selling the 
tattoo kit for NZ$16. The store's 
website features a photograph of a 
full facial Tā moko (Māori tattoo) 
instead of their usual caricatures.

Aroha Mead, Victoria University of 
Wellington Māori business lecturer 
said that the Tā moko is not 
frightening, "And he doesn't look 
scary to me – he looks quite 
handsome,", but added "There 
didn't appear to be much that 
Māori could do. No-one likes to see 
their culture being denigrated but 
we are aware that the moko is in 
the public domain."

Rotorua acedmic Ngahihi o te ra 
Bidois, who has a full facial moko, 
has asked the Halloween Town 
store to remove the tattoo kits. "It 
is insulting ... what they are doing 
is not portraying Māori correctly," 
Bidois said.

A full-face moko is traditionally 
restricted to male Māori and is 
used to represent mana 
(prestige).

Green Party refines 'Buy Kiwi 
Made' scheme
August 11, 2006

The New Zealand Government has 
asked the Green Party of Aotearoa 
New Zealand to start refining its 
taxpayer funded 'Buy Kiwi Made' 
scheme to also include products 
designed in New Zealand but 
manufactured elsewhere.

The Buy Kiwi Made scheme was a 
NZ$11 million post-election deal 
between the Labour Party and the 
Green Party.

Political experts say the reason for 
Labour to ask the Green party to 
refine the scheme was because it 
was afraid that companies, like 
clothes maker Icebreaker which 
manufactures its clothes outside of 
New Zealand would not be 
included.

Robert Linterman, Norsewear New 
Zealand CEO, said "The decision to 
include companies which 
manufacture overseas undermines 
the credibility of the entire 
campaign. We were assured that 
the purpose of Buy Kiwi Made was 
to encourage the production in 
New Zealand, help build up our 
manufacturing capability and 
create employment. It’s hard to 
see how classing Icebreaker – a 
company which does much of its 
processing and manufacturing in 
China – as Kiwi Made will help 
those achieve those aims. The Buy 
Kiwi Made campaign should 
support products which are 
actually Kiwi made – not just Kiwi 
designed."

Sue Bradford, Green MP (Member 
of Parliament) who is responsible 
for Buy Kiwi Made scheme, said 
she is making her proposal clearer 
so such companies can be 
associated with it and that she is 
confident all sides will be pleased 
with the final proposal. "It is good 
to clarify the details because there 
is a lot of taxpayer's money at 
stake," Bradford said.

The New Zealand Council of Trade 
Unions does not want the scheme 
to be extended to the changes. 
Ross Wilson, President of the 
Council of Trade Unions, said "It 
would not be in the interests of 
many ordinary companies and 
their staff. I plan to raise union 
concerns with government 

ministers."
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