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rlon, ct 1830 »n 30 Oct~ber, the flizht crews of 364 wore -
raocalled thoy hod ammpssed A totel of 58,5 flight hrurs and hed
reogcuod 988 peonle, '

The coffozt put £-rth in the reseue s c-muented upon by the
¢3¢ IIT ILP in his 022151 Hov 70 message in whaich he sbotod; Mthe
nmv individuwel actg of herwism should by justly rowedded, I an just~
ifiebly end coxbtremcly proud of Marine Corweg aviationh.

Tac M"Purnle Foxes" meintained an average a.‘.?:Lo::"‘ I+ availa *:Llwtv
of 12 and an sircrew evailebility of 18 during the month. The high
pilot flew 87.5 hruwrs {rr thoe month end the high crew chief and gun~
ner flew 77.2 end 84.6 h~urs rospectively. 218 iir Mo dals and soven
air Cror THngs were awerdodl.

PART IIIX
SEQUEMTAL LISTING OF J.GITI'?_[C.LNI‘ SVETS

9 Oct:ohor 1979: During a mod cvec migsi-n, airceaft 155354
rceceived six hits vhile im 2 z-ne, knoeking ‘ut the swporviscty pancl,
- Tae crow denerted the zono wi t.“ ~ut furthor incident.

10 October 1970: The crow of aircraft 154020 was ~n & rosunly
mission omrrute to L2 425 when the #2 fuel contr-l failed. “Tacreunin
the pilot gwd the onzino dowm and returned t- lkrdle buntoin Air
Wacility.

12 Oct~bor 1970: Threo f-rwerd blades @ and cne aft Blade woro dome
aged whon the pilst ~f aircreft 154838 hit s me wirecs in the z ne
wile on 2 night med ovac. Thoe runber one ongine ~f aircraft 154020
hed a2 comarcssar stall, Thoe pilst vhe wes ~n missi~n 73 (Reenn)
aborted and flew t w edrcreft back to Morble Ifuntain Liv Faoility,

18 Oct~mer 1970: The pil -t of circeraft 153354 s ~nwa rosunoly
migsi~n to 0ill 270(8) vien he tork three hite in the aft transmission .
Duc to the 17gs of pregsure, & precoutiipary lo ndlnu s mde ot 1S3

J.\.-SS-

20 Oct~ber 1970: Returning from o night med cvec missiom, thoe -
pil t 2f cireraft 154798 s tnoa gacrt fingl whon the hydroulic oil
oo low failed and tho (92 borst pr»ssu:c“ wes Lrat, The pilet landod
with~ut furtiicr inci don‘b.

21 Octobor 19¥0: The »ilrt of 154026 ws ~n o med ovao missin
whaen hr ook one hit in the forwerd r-bor bhledc.

23 Octobor 1970: The pilst ~f 154020 londed safely after it lost
its .4 ongine dvwring e hover check, ze
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1970: During o-tr~ p oxtract,

155547 derrgon

(/27 Oct - hor
154830 croshod
gt d-wm valle
and 154015 »cc
1-3r Lovol on nod

1970s T incidonts and

and burned. ¢

hite +in the
pil~t <f 154315

o:LVoC.
oV 08,
r londing..

feioleiatadeyeley

During o tuensun T

Tt F

20 Oct bor 1970:
aircrntt 154042, it -onm

26 Ock-hor 1970: Tho »il~t - f adxceeflt 15554(‘- il
00 -fon on oir burst rosulboed in five shxopnel
the circerett govaring tho PLDanbomwr,

30 Oct.bor 1970: Liremafis 153349 ond 153

nit hon’ roturning from tho onorgoncy ove cuctis
Mac pilsts wore firing 1o lovel -raon cirvcrafi

375 wg hit in the e pilsts
hita "no

x ait ond 153
Lirercft 154026 receivel o
necr the 1oft gbub wing while

N

4
V]
tho oft rotor blades wen o hit

~neo accident
'n hill 270(8) when 2
~n o ned evec missi-n.e The pilﬁ-

Tuseloge ant of

caock
e trel ond oo s;-of

in the n~
the »il-ts wore flyi

5 Mywembar 1970
Sor: 03303760

Lirceraft

the blade - drock of
in the revetmont.

:m nissi-n
=i the belly L

h-les:

376 ooy roceived no

n ~f f.~~d victime

153349 hod its Junp’ci;"n
do ~f the nirexait,

so ond tue othor

lring nod. evac missirns.
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" Me fcllf)**in(‘ dar, the 20t ef October, TIZ=3564 had an cecident
waen 9 asircraft went out of control in the chocks and turned ever; -
on its sido. The aivcraft sufif creo. gubgte nJclc,l damage but tle arew got
cut warned.

Necnuse of the lleav raing that occured during the' last part of
the momtl, A tremendous rescue effort was flowm for tiwee days by the
'Purple FPoxes!", On 20 October, missinon 838 afternoon crevs launched 1o
rescue. 400 Vietnonese stranded due to riging flood welers. In IPR
westher witiout gunship sunport, these crews rescued Vietnamese
civilians vho other ise might : '“m drovned.,

(L
‘n

e

Things were getting progressively worse by the morning of 30
October, i 1 v areas un to 20 miles s'uth ~f Dana ng were devigboted by
the flo0d, American serviceman, Kereen Iarines, 4RV goldiers and .
thousands of Victnenege civilicng were in sericus danger from the uncon-
trolled deluge. Zvery aveiledle aircraft wes diverted 16 the disester
sreas, Dwwing the entire day, rescue enerati ng were hampered due to
1w ceilingzs, »° v visibility and enemy ground fire, The '"Iurple
Poxes'y At full knsviledge f the inherent dangers of the peratin
ut the use °f gunshins or revigeti-n aids. It wes a "‘“om 16.0\1”
both »il- 'b anf crew. ' ' T

Anobher incid.en‘b wag 1llustrative -f the events »f 30 Oct-~ber
cccurred waen TstLt QUTI0M and 1stLt TTOIPSON hovered precari-usly ol
close ¥ nearby trees and a church steeple to »pull 16 children
from the roof of a church south of Hoi ine fith the alrcrafts main
mrunts on the tile ro-f of the ehurch, crew chief LCpl BROM, laying
sn tae Lower hwetch dor, helped the children ind~ the aircraft.

Du:"ing the late afternc-n and into the w-z-zninb daylight -f 30
Octbexr, Injrr Ven Loeuwen and LiC~1l STEADITY, working in the area
where the raging Song Vi Gia omerges imb> the cm,stal plaing, particin-—
ted in a dering roscue of meny stranded and flod brund civilians.
After sighting the frantic flond victims, the. circraft.was put d-wn

n a wetor ¢ vered ready L1though the road was o*ns;Lderale higheor
then the sureeunding terrain, the wator wes of suffioiont depth t-
srver the ¥l antenye and disrusnt normel comunicati-ng with U.S.

ground units. Sceing smll children in imnediate danger of drowming
LCpl LITCIFIEID, +4he crew chief, jumped intc the sx-rirling wtors

and effcctod several seves. Mo was showtly f£olloved into e water

by the tw: acrial gunnors, GrSgt THEOMPSON and Sst BEEZNIy; For the next
tw~ and e half howes, these morines were alm st eonstantly in the water
effecting rescucs,

During the day, mndrods :f ~*e"’»\le wore rescued. Stme -f the crows
nover lofh thieir aircraft f T goven hrurs because thiere wes s7 much
work to e done,

Inelosure (4 )
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PART I

T e e

The "Purnle Fexes" of Z11-364 flew 1095.7 hour:duping the meuth
of October, This effort represented 1321 tasks for 4130 sorties incl-
uding the transport of 10,258 passengers/troops and 242.5 tons of
cargo. One Imndred end ninety five missions were flown in suonort ef -
two lxondred and forty four casualties, These casuvaelties represented
84 erersency, 53 priority and 107 routine evacuses.

The "Purnle Roxes" received fire twenty six times during the nownth
and had over thirty hits in their aircraft, 211 during the month
operatons-were hompered by  poortweather, vhich made it necessary for -
the 'Purnle Foxeg!" to fly low level many times to comnlete their
nission. 'his lov level flying undoubtly accounts for the.nmumnerous
fire incidents ond hits reported by HiI=304.

On the morning of 13 October, a Vietnamese army truck loaded with
civilians and iRVIT soldiers s stalled on Likerty Bridge. Disine walter
and’ awiff surrents grevented any rescue from the grount., lstlt LABRIE
was directed to the scene where he descended amid power lines to txy to
pilck un thwe enbrapred people. Becavse of the winds he could not hover
the aircraft so the neople cowld enter through the rear ramp. Realig-
iny the urgency of the situation, he turned the aircraft so the evacuses
could enter the gide door, During this time the aircralt réar vheels
and ramp were under weter and the blades close to the wire, His actions
undoubtly saved these neople. ' »

On the 27th of October, Mi-354 lost it's first aircraft of the
montha due to hostile fire. 1stLt DEWDON the pilet, and 1stit RIZNSGARD,
the co-pilot of the duty med-evac chse aircraft were on short firal
to hill 270 (4T 999315) Sout:r when their airoraft came under hearvy
fire. In a fev short secomds they had an engine shot up with resultant
fire/power‘loss and the aircrolft cragied into the hillside, Their
aircraft broke into two nerts and burned. In a heroic effert the
Ihrines on hill 270 helped rescue the crew of the downed aircraft,

The entire oreir suffered minor injuries and the aircraft was a total
loss, During this time, Ibjor VAN LISUEN, the pilot of the lecd med-.
evac aircralt @s directed to the scene to evacuate tlie casualties.
Ignoring tie danger of exploding .50 calilep ammnition end the hostile
awea around the downed aircraft, e proceeded to reseue $he crev.

On the scie dey as the above enemy action, 1stlt B 20N and 1stli
TZOMPSON were on & med-evac mission when tlhey received fire and had
munercus hitsg. Proceedinz back to lervle ilountain sir Tacility, they
were foreed to make an emergencr londing. 1stli 3.RO0N and his crew
caief did an excellent job of getting tie aircraft safely to the greund
under adverse comditions. Because of this no furtier damage resulted.

. . ' : 3nolesure (1)
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