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--JhC11, E'.t 1830 ')11 30 Oct'00r, t:.l0 fli:,;llt erecTS

rnce.llocl t>O~T :12.C. guuT.ssed a t,·te.l of 58.5 ni:;:lt
roset1.00 9881)0=,yl0.

."--- •
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•5 N'~'Vom};>p:r 1970.
Scr: O")i.lj0870

of :I1ITi-364 ')ore .,
11-1.U's and had

T:l0 off<'rt put f'rtll in t~.le rescue '~'JOs crmmerrb od upon b: r tho
m III 11l.F in ~.lis 022151 Nov 70 messaGe in 1,:.lio:1 he sto.tqcl; IIt:lC
!ll?rv illdivi.cluo.l acts::f her ':is111 shoul.d "by justly re1~.rdcd; I e.mjust
ific.blJr and oxbr omo.ly p:;:"::ud:!f Hlrine C:T::?s iiviati:·nll •

T:lO IfPur)le F')Xos" mai.rrba.Lnod an fwerL'..{S0 c:.r:txcxC'.n [';va.ilubility
Clf 12 8.11.C:' an e.irc:r'o-..t e.vnilD.bilit:r of 18 o.nrint:: the m:nt:1. Tho 11iCl1
:)il ,t floi'T 07.5 ll''UrS frr t:),,) m':nt:l and tllC hiS:" ere'.! &liof and gun
nor flou 77.2 and 04.6:1'1..ITS respectivoly. 218 ~Hr ~iodals and seven
.:iir C-.cO·J ~riX'-Gs 110ro c.\fc).rdcxL

PART .III

S::0().8~IT'Ii~JJ I,ISl'IHG OF SIGliJIFICi:..l-1'I' :NZFTS
••.•.. >r·II •• r ~ .. • • 'r ~ _ ,. •. _ - ••. ,"

9 oet.:;:>or 1970t DurinG a mal avec rr.i.ssin" niroril'ft 155354
r-cco.iv od six hit s li-lilo ilt. a z-no, klrcldng ,ut t:lO S1lporvis':-:-ry panol ,
1J.1~10 ero'.! d.o~lO.rtocT t:l0 Z·'1'I.,:; ,rit:",u;; furt:.lor incident,

10 Oct c.bor 1970: T:.l0 crovr af e,irerc.ft 1540~ "t-t:LS "11. C. rcsu.:;'1:,ly
mi sadrn o:rr'ut 0 t ':; I,Z 425 'Thon t:10 1f.2 fuol c:' ntr -'1 f'a i.kod , 'J:lOrcup::m
tho !:iJ.c.,t amt t~J.c 0110ino dovm a nd rot1..!::' 110c1.. t r It-.rlle Ibuntc.in ~iir

Pa cHit;? •

12 Oot-:bor 1970: Tbroo f--r1-][;rd b'Iados and ~:no a.ft DIede \loro d::m
aged. './.1011 t>"o J;>H',)t -:f airer2.ft 154838 hit s:'mo uirosin t!lO e-no
l.,hi10 :;n c. ni.gJlt mod ova c, The mnsbcr cno ongino~f [d.rcraft 154020
had a C'li2::I'oss'r ataLL, Til:; J~il,-t iTllc, 1]2. s'~n misci"n 73 (Roocn)
c.b:)rtod end. flo'! t:J.o aircr2.ft back t··) lr.rblo lI·unte.in ~~ix F2.ci1it~r.

18 oct-:')or 1970: T:10 ::>ii·t of Qircrc.ft 153354 1!2.S -11.' a rOsU:?;)l:r
missLn t·,' :lil~. 270 (s) ,hon he t 2 .-k throo ~.lit s in tho aft trunsaissbn •
Due t::· tJ:.'.o l'ss:f :)rossure, c. proocub L. W~-:r l<:,.ncJ.ing ,c,s mc.o.c c.t li'Sl3
n~.;ss.

20 Oet-,1?cr 1971: n.oturmnr ; fr':'Ill G. nigj),t moo. CV2.0 missi';n, t:.1.0 ~.

pH tf [',j..roZ'2.ft 154798 1P-.S r n a s:.l::,rt fil1D.1 "hen t;10 ):~r(lr2.ulic ~:il
oc 103:' fcliloi and tho :;~2 ,C):"st prossur-o ,~.s L:-st. T~~o pHd Landod
,rit:1 ~1..'..t furt,:.1O:C incidont.

21 Oet:;bor 19'0: T>.o ~)il)t c:f 15~26 ,es sn a mod. Oyc.o missi'n
1',;10n :1; t~.1k one hit in tho f:)ri.'2.ro. r;t:'r b'Lad o.,

23 Oot':'bor 1970: The piL:t:'f 154820 1:":l1.o.od safely 2.i'tor it 1':)8t
its}1 o11.:;ino d1.u'i11....; a l\~vor chock, !'!I1l!!!~

5

DECLASSIFIED

Enc1::'suro (1)

-



DECLASSIFIED

~i"'lli!.G"~;';,' ~ e,1
•

5 N rvombor 1970
SOT: 03i-5\l37'

15334'f
1970: Dl'X7_:.10 :1 tT" r oxtrClet, t:10 yiJ::t-f D.irCrL'.£:i;
t:1O ~'.ft rd-:r 012.d08 ":,1.on :~~ l:.it c. trOi) in -!;~l;,) LZ.

V 27 oet'ber 1970: Tl-T:' LncidorrbS 2.n0. :'110 8.ccieLont 'CC1.'XOO•••:;irer2.ft
15~.830 ex-e.S'-laO. c.nG. bur-nod :~11 h i.L'L 270 (8) ',":1011 t>.o o.iri)1:c.ft 1~.S
sh::-t 0."un 1hilo "11. O. mod 0V2.0 mission. ~;::lO l)il-ts'f nircr~',ft' 154C;~7
and 154015 roed.vc"- llits' 'Ll t~lO fl1_sok g o c~n( cft ~yl:-:l '.llilo f1yil1G 1
1-,[ lovel ;)11 moe\. OV2.CS. T:,l() :9il--t "f 154015 '.)::'.:3 f-rcnCL t- rm.ko a n

.:)rJdI'GOl1.c:r l~.ncL.:Ll1b.'

20 Oct "Jor 1970: Dl'.I'ins 2. tur.n---ln t· ohock t~1.O '0:lndo· :t:::c.ck :;-f
nii.rc~:·_~.~Z"t 15Ll042, it ~rol1t '"out -.f e'''Yitr'::l r.llcl C""..LC~s:~cC_ Ln t~.lO rcvotnl0nt.

29 Oc",' bo:: 19'70: T:lO )il-t 'f c,ircrC',ft 153349 1')::'_:l'll mi.as i, -~n

00 '.,:1011 r.n C_D: 'bu:;:st rosult~6. ill fiyo s:rrc.pi101 :l'10s:;;"n t:10 boLIy 'f
tllC ['.i~c:Lc,~t sov':f2ing t~J.:J ~~'I~ a rrt onrr...

30 oct '~JO::: 1970: LiI'CT,'.f-ts 153349 c.nd 153376 CCC:l r ocofvcd 'i1~

;,lit Ull)j1' r::;-G'\..U'nL'lG f:;:' TIl tJ.n O!-'lO:i'coaCjr av: cuat L: n vf 1:," "c1. viet Lme ,
'!':2C pil'ts 'I,ro":o H:drJ{j 1'\! Level. ',:10n c.ircr;:;ft 153349 :1::-et ito junctLn
brx lli"t c nd 15':1576 'tP-fJ ~lit in t:,lO 0'" !JiLts side rf t:lO rdrcr:-ft.
,~ircr.2.ft 15f;D2G rocoivo,,"_ t'T hits' no in tho nso [',n~ t:,lO ,.,t:l::r
noc.r t',lO 10ft stub ,ril1g ~r',lilo t:,lO ,):!-).ts 'rO:;.'O fJ:ripg 'nee'. crrc.c miss i.rns•

. ' -r-
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T' .0folJ.o~:il.1{; clay, tl18 20t:t cf. Octpber, ~·E~-36~. :10.(1 an i'.eciclent
,l1en~n c.ircrc.ft 1Tent oirt of control in t:1e ohocks and t'l'lrned ,over, .
en its sido.lJ1:ie aircrc.ft suf::creo. substantia'l dal1k'1.GG but t::ie ort/\rsot
c.ut uli.:.2rned..

'M "

:3eo~nU3e of i.'.lO ;.len~r rnins t:la:!; occured (lurinG ·t:l0' last YJD.rt Oft:l
t:1e m:mt:.'., .r,. tremendous rescue efL)rt 1-}('.·S f'Lotm f:-rt"ITec cte.~~s by t:\e
"Purp'l o 1'0::88 11• On 29 Oct obet , missi''l1 8,) af't er-noon crews Launched to
rescue 4.00 Vietn-~mese straruled due tel risine flood us;ters. In I:J'J.
lreB.t:.lGJ:' ,rH"lout gunship SU:)J)art , t:1oseCrei-TS rescued VietJ.ianlGSe
civilians 1bo ot:lor'.rise miG:1t :1E'.7e drovmed ,

T'.li1'l[;s "e:'::8 GotJcinc J):ccY'essivel:r 1rrse ~}:r t:.le IlY.;rnin,:; of 30
Oct00Qr. ~;;:le 1 i'1 e.17ee.S uJ) t:) 20 111;;.:.8S S:'ut:l ~·f Da.nang i'lere deviatctQd 'b".f

the 1'10:0.• ~~me:~i('E,n servacernen, K.,reo.ll I'k:?,rines, .;:JtJ'l'T sol.dLers and.
t:l'JusD.nds sf VimrJi>lcse oivi.Li.e.ns uere in serLcus d.9.nge1.' fr8m tIlo unccn
trolled o.olu.!ze. :=;ve:r" ave.Ll.ebl e 2.ircl'c.ft 112,S 0.ivertec-:" ti;) t:le d Lsa st or-

~ ~ .
c.rees. Dur inc t:·;o entire day , rescue eJ?oro.tins ,Jere )1B.ll1~)ered due t ~i

1 ~'1'r ceiJ.ilJ;Ss, pc r visi.!)i1it~r D.11cl onor.1'J G~'~und firo. The "l'uxJ?le
F":::es" , ~rit:. full kl1,:,:ule<3.gef t>.o Lniier errb clangors cf t:.le ::j)orc.tin
fle~r \Jit ..·.::ut t:l0 U8e';f guns:.liJ?s ::::;:' r~,viG2.ti n aLds , It 1:1e.s a trom::nd'ous
eff'rt:iI "iJ:::t:l ~)il-;t nne: ere\!. . .

ii.n::r!;:.lej~ incic1.exlt ,laS' illustrativo:,:! t:.l0 event s:)f 30 oct -ber
cccunred ,,i.lon 1stLt OP""nOQD and 1stLt T::o:rIPSOJIT lyvored prcCitri ·;1.lS1y 01
eLso 11: rlGarby troes a nd a chur-ch stee}lle t::, )ulJ. 10 chi.Ldxon
f -' ''m t',,,, r'-"'f "f a """-"'0" s'·'ut·" f)f·· u "",; ')'11 c·r.;t'-l t'lO a"""cr"'fts na Ln.L, __ ....' ~.. ",' ...,...LI,.A...I-o .'...... -,: •..~ ,. J• ..:..,............ :.: .... . ', ,.'. ~ (,..~- IJ.L'~,.J",

m-:-1..mts em ti10 tilo r:"f :'f tI10 ol1urJI1, cre~r chd ef 1C::?1R."W··/N, lnying
en t:l0 L:~ror :lci; ell do -r, helped t:.1G· childron lut,~ t:le aircraft.

Du:dl1G tho Iat e [',ftern:;' n and int-:: t:.lC 1·J2.ning daylig;.lt~'f 30
oct,:,pe:;::, Il1j::,r Ve.n LCGU1rOn and LtC:)l sr3il1Hr~H, "r:::rkire in t:}.o area
uhero t:.:~o r2.Ging S':'llg vii Gia.JIlergcs int ::' t:lO <XGstal j?lains, partici)2-
t cd. in a c.c.rinrt r-o'scue :::f lil?l-:tY strnnc~.oci. am f'Lo d or'und civilians.
~U'tcr SiC'lting t:le fre.ntie fl-:y:d victims, t:lO. t'.ircraf~ 1,aS put drim
::-n e. iJat or C Torcd. rr.a1", .i~lt:l:;ue:,l the r--:e.d. ,JUs c:nsiderably hiehor
t:18n t:lO S1..'I':1"·undillG terrain, tl1C Nator lias c)f suffioiont dOj?th t·
'J:vor t:,l0 Ji'lI antenna anI disrl.l:?t n~rnnl c·'n1irun5..ooti-ns uith U.S.
gr::und. 1..llV_ts. SeoillG snnll cililc:'ron in ilililOClio.tc dancer:Jf dr::',mine
1Cpl rJITC:J;'IEIiD, t:w c-~Oi'r c:.li of, jumped. in1:;::- tIl c suiI'l iYJ{£ 11V.torS
and. &[foct exl S~Teral S2.VOS. Eo UO.S s;l:·::L'tly f::-ll ':uod int'.:' t:10 uator
by -f~~.10 hI:, ae:::ip,l gurll1.ors, G~.rs.gt TEOEPSON and S,:;t BEEN?,; F':::"r iliO no).,,'i;
tu" I'!.nd.a ho,lf h"urs, t:l080 m:'.ril1.cs i'loro alm'st c'Jllstantly ia t:lO Hat or
cffoctil~ r~scuos.

D1.\X'il~ t::,o cla~r, :.mndrods ::: f ]0;:.)10 \Tore roseu00.. S:-IDc:f t>.o ercue
nOV8r loft tllOir 2.:i.rCr2.ft 'f'r soyej,1 11 'urs 1JoOO1.180 thoro \}e.S s~ mu.O:1
lr:rIe t::: 00 d::mo.
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The "Pur~)le :&le:::e s ll of :~H.I-364 f'Lew 1096.7 110t1r'j('clu:ting :tho mCl1th
,f Oot ober , T~1is effort represented 1321 tasks for 4130 .sor-t Les incl
uding the transport of 10,258 passengerR/t~oo~sand 242.6 tons of
cargo. One lmndz-ed and. ninety five missions '''13::-13 f10,.,11. in su:?:?ort .f
tllO hundz-ed and forty four casualties. 'I'heae ca sua.Lt Les represented.
84 eoe~:;en~r, 53 priority 2.11.<1 107 routine eva cuees,

The t'Pux)le :Jloxes ll receivec;. fire hrentjr six times d'lll'ing t:.le morrbh
and ~~2.Cl over t;.lirt~r :hits in t;).eir· aircraft. ~::..1l c.urinc the morrtli
ope~.:'.t·.oils"ere :1C,mpered 1)ypoor:"ileather, ,:,11io:1 made it necessary for.
the .1.'Pur;;>le Foxes '! to fly lou level ms.n;)T times to com::?lete their
mission. '..'his 10'.T level flying undoubtLy accounts for the,m1JllerOtlS
fire incidents and, hits reported. b~T IJiL(:....364.

On t:1C mox-nine of 13 October, a. Vietn'lmese arm;:r tj","Uck loaded i'lith
civili2.ns and .i..lWlT soIcli.ers ':lGS ste:lled on Li=tJerty :BridGe. 2.isilY;· wter
and:' awi£~ -wrr'eml3 ~even.ted any rescue from. the groUl'ld'. lstLt LABRIE
wa s directed. to the scene ,'There :le d.escended amid po,'rer lines to try to
pi.ck u) t;:e entraJnect ,J?eople. Because of t he ~rinds he could not hover
the aircrnftso the :leople c::rllld enter tl1rO'l.1Gh t:le ree.r ramp. TIealiz
i~ the tU'Gel1c:~ of the situe.tion, he turned tlle aircre.ft SO the evacuees
could enter the ~id.e door. Duril1G t>is time the aircraft rear uheels
and. ramp:lere uru:I.Qr 1£cter and the blades close to the lTire·f. His actions
und.oubb Iy saved .tl16se J::eople.

On the 27th of October, :':1'[':-354 lost it's first eircre-cft of the
month due to hoat i.Le fire. lstLt DEli/rON the pilet, and 1stLt In::Y~SG~Jlli,

the co-pilot of t:18 dutJT rooC'..«eva c cha se aircraft '-lere on short final
to hill 270 (il.T 999315) SoUt:1 ~Then their .aircraft came unden hea7Y
fire. In a fe',; short 8600M.S they had a-n erlffine 'shotup uith resultant
fire/pOi-leI' 'loss and the eireraft erashed into the. hillside. T11e.i.X
airerc::ft oroke into hlO Y2-rts and .burried , In a heroic effert the
I<a.rines on ~lill 270 helped. rescue t:1e creH of the dcvned aircraft.
The errt i.ro ere" suf'f'ered minor inju:r'ies and the e.ircro.ft NEts a total
loss. Durii'lG t:lis time, I,e.jor Vil.i{ LTIb"U~iEN; t.11e pilot of the lec.cl m~c1.-.

eva c a i-rcrD.ft ~;2,s directecl to e18' scene to eva.cuabe t:le casualties.
Ignoring t:le dang,a- of eX'ploding .50 cali~:OS} amnmnition l3.hdthe hostile
ar8a ar-ound t~le downed aircraft'" he prcceeded to reswe ..he orelT.

On'ihe sc:e day as t:1e above enell\Y' action, '1lJtLt :a.RON end 18tLt
TZOH?SON trere on 6.' med-evac lllssion u~len t;,ley received fire and had
llUl11erOUS hits. Proceeclil1[; ba ck to l.hrble LOt1.l1tain ~Ur Faoility, t~ley

i.,-ere fo::l:'cec~ to l';l8.ke an emer~enc;;r lc.nding. HrtLt 3 RON and: ).1is ere\'!
~lief die;' an excellent job of' ~ettil:1G t;.19 airer8.ft safel~r to the er~rii.

under adverse ccndLsLons , Because of t:lis no ft.u:t:ler damsge resultect.
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