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MiBIT 'TO 8T. CROBE.

I was one of the fortunate people who went twice to St.
Cross, once as a private individual and once with some
responsibility due to the presence of some hundred children
and parents who had come with the Winchester Gathering.
The first time we walked there across the meads, incidentally
a.lso across bogs and through pools, but with such a destina-
tion and such perfect surroundings, of what consequence are
wet feet?
tre’i‘ilea;o:i':tal of St. Cross lies back from the river, among

ay from the high road. One catches sight first

of 1ts. low, square tower, then of the long lines of the warm,
red-tiled roofs, then

little detour, ang we
they were get down b

of peeps of grey, moss-clad walls. A
are arrived. When the children went
Y the brakes outside the old gate hous®
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which now stands always open.  One 1ooks through the |
dark, cool arch to the stretch of well-kept lawn anedo
peautiful Norman door of the church, which Seem; to invj
the wanderer to enter and partake of its gentle hospitalit -
For ‘* Hospital *’ here has the medizeval sense, the ¢ A
of Hospitality.” It was founded in the twelfth centyr
A.D., 1O provide homes for twelye pPoor men and thejr Wives
who should spend their lives ““ in peace and prayer, *’ Later,
under Cardinal Beaufort, it was enlarged, and further endow:
ment was given that one hundred men should dine every day
(vagrants). But Cardinal Beaufort was a scholar, and yecog-
nised that the poverty of the gently born was often grievous,
even in those days; so that he further arranged for twenty
old men of good education and family to live there with thejr
wives. These latter brethren are distinguished as Cardinal’s
men,’’ and wear a red coat with a silver badge of a cardinal’s

‘ Place
¥, 1136

hat. They are particular to remind the visitors of their
standing, and one explained to me his position, pointing out
the black-gowned brethren, and explained that originally his
gown was scarlet, cardinal’s colour, to protect the brethren
from wild cattle in the meads, but now it is a dull Indian red,
almost brown. All the brethren are under the care and
direction of a master, and there is an unbroken record of the
masters since the foundation. In fact, the Hospital of St.
Cross is the only institution of mediaval times that has
fulfilled unbroken the purpose of its founder.

To the right of the gate house there is the Cardinal’s Hall,
a beautiful building that takes us straight back to the Middle
Ages. In the very centre of the room is the hearth, of red
brick, and square, with an iron ring to keep the cinders, or
ashes, in place. Across one end is the musicians’ ga.llery,
With some beautiful panelling; opposite is the low dais on
Which sat the master. There is now a wonderful ta.ble’on
the dais, of unknowable age, bearing the salt-cellar, dnr;l:‘:i
horn, ang beer jug. The brethren sat at long tablesaS i
the side g hall, but it is not used for meals now,
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. ates dine in their own houses. Past the hall
1nimc b

e d € Come
of Dick Whittington or Cedily t}:c)
e

Yy angd

weird iron and g ; ERaEn,
Behind this lies the room that is still called *“ The Hundyeg

Hall."" where the hundred poor men were fed daily,

passage that is really only the end screened off,
[@ Bwlw t‘ g

the kitchen—a kitchen .
ith oreat chains hanging down the ]
to)

Saxon—w 2 .
pewter instruments hanging on the d

I wish I could show you the courtyard as we emerge from
the hall. It is square. Grass and a sundial in the middle,
down the right side the neat row of the brethren’s houses,
covered with roses and wistaria, with gentle old womep in

spotless aprons sitting in the sun.

Down the left side is the cloister, red-roofed and red-tiled,
supported by beautifully carved black oak beams ; wide, cool,
peaceful. Opposite to us the square is enclosed by the church,
and a straight beech hedge that separates the garden from the
meads, and a low, white gate that invites the brother to
meditate under the grandeur of the giant elms, or lose his
sense of limitation beside the dykes while the lark pours out
its endless song. But the Master invites us to enter the
church.  And again one must remember this is the fourteenth
century we are in, because at first we would say : ** They have
spoilt it!" Tt is a small church; the nave supported by
massive pillars, 16 ft. high, 20 ft. in circumference ; low, flat
arches, small, rounded windows. The pillars are almost
white, and the capitals and pedestals; but look up to the
choir, and it is a blaze of colour. All the brickwork and
plaster-work is colour—blue and Indian red, and pale gold,
RPRISHmcy following the articulation of the brick or stone-
?Vork, s-ometimes rioting in Arabesque and scroll. The church
IS cruciform, with tweo wide transepts, and a lady chapel.
1k ol transept originally joined the hospital, and has af
ambulatory, where the sick brethren might come to hear
Tass. As it was not possible to see the High Altar from the

a i
mbulatm'y, there wag a frescoed crucifixion on the south

Lo

e they listeneq.

wall that the sick brethren might adore whil
Very faint traces of it still remain,

In that transept is the famoys " Bird Windgyw »
Norman moulding of which takes the form of bir :
dog-tooth had sugge.ﬁted this variation of th
ornament to the worker. Here stand twe ol
with the names of the Masters, gte.

the
ds, as if the

€ triangylar

d Pew-desks,
carved on them in fine
Gothic characters—amateur work, by some

prother, perhaps.

In the Lady Chapel, on the south side, is a tryptich by
Mabuse, the Virgin and Child, and two saints; on the left,
St. Catharine of Egypt, crowned, with a palm in her hand,
and holding her ring as the Bride of Christ: on the right, St
Barbara, with her tower; both higures very graceful and
beautiful. Here, too, is some old Tudor woodwork, taken
from the ancient rood screen. Within the chancel rails are
some interesting brasses, one of a Master wearing full

inattentive

Eucharistic vestments, the only one in England. The chapel
on the north side, probably the chapel of St. Joseph, has the
remains of trefoil headed frescoed arches, and other painting
now too dim to be more than guessed at.

But there is still much to see outside. The triple-headed
arch round on the south side and the churchyard, where the
Masters and brethren of departed ages wait beside their lovely
church. The children naturally wanted to spread themselves
over the Master’s garden, and very beautiful it looked with
these bright, quick-darting creatures putting the vigour. of
to-day into the quiet of yesterday. We saw the bowling
green, supplied with plenty of seats for onlookers, and then
Visited some of the cottages, whose inmates were so pl‘t‘aSEd
to display their ordered neatness and comfort. The children
Penetrated upstairs in some cases, but I was not sc)“bold- 6"

At the gate house, on departing, we were offered ‘‘the dole
—aslice of bread and a horn of beer, which may ngiie ¢ ilver
' any wayfarer who asks it. The platter bears atsl ;ly
€ross, and also the horn. All the children had it, but 0

enied
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the boys said they liked the sip of beer !

s the statue of the Cardinal, but the ni
r figures.

Onlcnglzl:;ihfeft i’e turned back to look again at the o
flower-bedecked cottages, the velvet lz-lwn, and the
strength and grace of the church, an.d tried to sink Ourselyeg
in the beauty of this wonderful survival of the Middje Ages,
which is an embodiment of two of its best attributes, the
recognition of the duty of prayer, and the duty of almsgiving.

I would tell you much more if I had time and space, byt
to all who could not have the joy this May I would say: ‘g
to St. Cross; go often; go alone.”” And to those who went
with the children I offer my apologies for intruding on their

Over the gate h0l15
ches are emp, thai

solig

impressions, and my humble wish that perhaps these thoughts

of mine may bring back the joy of that lovely afternoon.
E. C. ALien.

SCOUTING.

Thursday afternoon, fortunately, was gloriously fine, and
we were able to carry out the Scouting programme as
arranged. This was the more welcome in that Tuesday had
been too wet to go beyond the confines of the Guildhall. A
large party of eager souls, young children and old ones also,
met at the Great Western station at 2. 15, where a ‘‘ Special ”’
was waiting to convey the party to Kingsworthy. Various
patrols were there—Peewits, Rooks, Rabbits, and others—
all looking most business-like, armed with flags and string
and the like. A walk through some delightful meadows
b‘rought Us eventually to a gorse-covered slope, and by the
time the last of the party arrived, the early-comers had started
a blazing fire, and varigyg small scouts 'were busy collecting
brushwood to 660 i e, - Bthers  hae hunting for

.Stronger jf’l'amches With which to build a hut, and games Wer®
n full swing, Several members

‘ e
of the party, on nature lor
bent, were skl party,

g how many different flowers, trees, nests:

birds, ;
» INSeCts, and creatypeg of various kinds, etc., they ootill

SCOUTING
ding to the lists provid "

see according ' P ed, and marks Were give f
each thing, ranging from one for each flower to five ¢ &
_abbit, and so on, and additiona] marks w 4%
descriptions b Rnelss - eto..  The young
Keen on bringing home their booty, but t
tunately, too short for all to pe counted. OQne small scoyt
(I think she was a Rook) scored 57% marks——g capital nu~mb2r
in the time. Then thirty energetic members
played a sort of “ Fr.ench and English "’ game they were
divided into two parties, one wearing pink badges on their
arms and the other white, Flags were planted in varioys
places on the enemy’s ground, and these had to be rescueq.
The result was not very easy to see, but at any rate, it entajled
great excitement and merriment,

hunterg were very
he time Wwas, unfor.-

Meantime others practised
signalling. A capital hut was erected, and whilst potatoes
were being roasted, songs were sung round the camp fire.
These potatoes were afterwards greatly relished by the small
scouts, and it hardly needed the perception of a Sherlock
Holmes to pick these out from amongst the rest.

And so the happy hour passed all too quickly, and we had
quite an exciting time clambering over gates and through
wire fences before getting back to the station, and it was a
very hot and dusty, though happy, party that returned to

Winchester by the special scout train.
[5G

THE HANDICRAFTS.

There were about 600 things sent to this exhibition, which
Were arranged in an inner hall at the foot of the staircase, so
that everyone had to pass through it. The space was racher
limited, ang many paintings were unhung and others hung
elsewhere, ang therefore not much seen. The general

o ibiti saful
i eems ¢ ave been that the exhibition was succe ',
e. for it was always
b

a 1 =
nd It was certalnly a popular featur i

Crowdeq, Nature Note Books were Very “umerousl’)ooks
repreSented aH ages and degrees Of exceﬁence. Soml::cularh.
of brush drawings sent  from Oldfeld were paru )
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delightful. In every case the flower painted had a4

been pressed very carefully and fastened.to the page g
of the sketch. It seems a most hap}?y 'tes; and €
The clay and plasticene models v
Unfortunately, a few suffer

erWards

long Side
S beayt;.

fully carried out.

€re, Some
of them very good.

: ed in the
ciiid model of Hyde Abbey in plaster of parig and g

excellent cast of the Norman f?nt in the Cathedra] Were per.
haps the best things sent of th.IS sort. It seems g 200d ideg
to cast some of the models, instead of using only clay o
plasticene, and it is not difficult to do, Among the Sloyd
work there were several barges and some nice boxes covered
with cretonne. A small-patterned cretonne had been used,
and the lids were slightly padded. One barge was very good ;
itrwas of thick cardboard, covered entirely with black, and
had a mast and black sail and a moveable keel. In it were
the three Queens who fetched King Arthur. They were
dressed in black and mauve, with veils and golden crowns,
Well-made Sloyd thrones were sent from the Practising
School. Some of the banners were beautifully worked in
red and gold appliqué on white grounds. Some were effec-
tively done by younger children ; the dragon being cut out in
gold paper and stuck on to the material. There were two
done entirely in cross-stitch, which must have taken much
patience and time. The shields were'generally flat and
" shield ”* shape, but two were round and so made that the
centre was a sharp point, gilded. They were very well done,
and most effective,

.Some good lace was sent by two exhibitors; one piece Was
pillow lace. There were also two really delightful pieces of
cross-stich, done in the old samples style. They were beauti-

fully worked, anq were so fresh and clean. One was a night-
dress case, with—

“In winter | get up at night,
And g0 to bed by candle light;
In Summer, quite the other way ;
I have to g0 to bed by-day.’’ .

THE HANDICRATTS

. 5
Aﬂd underneath thcrc Wwere embroidered th(_‘, 0 peop]e‘g fcet '5‘

g walking past in tlje.strect. There was much variety
i1 the dolls sent. (:)uccn Guinevere was a fa\-'ouritc. and S()m;:
of her rcprcsentatw_es BRre beautifully dressed
case having an ermine trimmed Court trajn !

were also numerous, and old bearded Merlins.
were rather an anxiety, as they were apt to fall off thej,
owners’ arms and roll away into the dim underneath, "’
Some very good rubbings were sent of interesting brasses
which were much admired. In carton work there was a deax,-
wee throne, very nicely made, really workman-like, and yet
so tiny. A boy of 8 or so sent a large railway engi-ne,
carriage, and signal box, all in carton, which were cleverly
planned and made. The doors all opened, and there waqs -
flight of steps to the signal box, with a hand-rajl. Among
the larger exhibits there was a tool chest, entirely made by
the exhibitor. It had a tray with divisions, and nuts in the
lid to keep tools in position. A particularly nice leather-
covered box was sent from a Class [V, girl. The leather was

y €ven in one
King Arthurs
The shields

ds a

tooled and stretched very cleverly over the wood, and finished
off neatly with brass-headed nails. Tt seemed a good idea,
for one gets tired of pocket books and frames. There were
some really charming necklaces worked on the Apache loom,
long ones with many and various patterns worked in, and so
evenly done. Among the bound books there were some good
leather ones, tooled with gold, and one charming one in silver
birch bark, which ought to have many imitators. Birch bark
is easjz to get for country dwellers, and is wonderfully p]iab'le,
and has the merit, besides, of cheapness! Two small pin-
cushions made of velvet in a round nest of raffia work sug-
8¢sted something new for the baby classes to make. Som(;:
Stboard King Arthurs too were sent by some little _olfes,hﬁl‘“k

Were really very delightful. The figure was cut out 1n ; hl:n

baper, the face painted in front, and hair at the back. -

: Iso of
# mantle of scarlet slipped over the head; this Was #507




-

. L'UMILE PIANTA
IjJape'f', aitd a' paper g i crowh fitted neatly
and the result was very g0r=gQOLfs. i .

+ Among the paintings .s'e'nt It is “difficllt s Make
selection. - M. Ablett’s mcthqd. was "répreSeilted by 'ChiIWOrth-
Stieet and one family; and to judge from the examples gggp
it ‘should be a wonderful method of drawing out 4y thit g
4rtistic in a child’“Viéw from my window * was Sir'x‘ip.l}t’
delightful-=blue sky and sun-tipped clouds, so freely toucheq.
Of course, the c¢hild might have done equally well under arij,i
teaching « - those are tHe things one’ cannot guess, hyt tha
method must be go'dd ‘to have such results, A
Three beautiful bronzes were sent by Mary '.Yates, afid G
delightful water-colour by Miss Lilla Bagwell. Miss Warren
kindly sént a very good collection of moths and butterflies:
Other excellent exhibits ‘theré were, ‘but $pace does not dligw

On the hEad‘

any

me to mention’any more,

AN IMPRESSION OF WINCHESTER. . .
“Picture to yourselies; those of you who had not the good
fortune to be there, the delight of living for the best part of
four days in anatmosphere simply brimming over with the
joy of life. There were children everywhere ; from first thing
in the morning until late in the afternoon one was surrounded
by crowds 'of.happy;faces-belonging. to both boys and girls,
all meating for the-finst-time:their fellow-scholars in this gret
P\U::School to cqlebrate its .coming of -age.  They gathered
t:_‘f’g.‘@ther first of. all to listen .to fairy tales told by Miss
Sb?dl%k' and, judging from their—mérfy_ laughter and keen
“Ppreciation shown at every point, they very soon began to
fe;{e_!‘a.tjihprme‘_: And SO it (ﬁpntinued .ri‘ght up to the end, caCh
f}’:‘elg;uﬁ?; thing were possible) being fuller of joy thag
SR Wl Sl Wit s dhere that 25 0%
SO e, sy e weit Bolding g oLy
B8 it g e o cuspelled when bRSGR
ot € fom the Guldil ey thle 3547
Al the maRy wiih details fitted e ifito anot

L -

s
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pout a hitch, and all seemed to go by clock-work, T,
ough
Idren
It was 2 delightfyl

;;heriﬂg was one SUCFBSSiOH of delightful hours, and ti,
oall Miss Mason’s picture kept guard over all her chi
m the platform of the great hall,
thought to bring it down from Ambleside, and it mage s
realise more than we should otherwise have done that this

fro

great scheme 15 thc.outcome of her brain; and her face
inspired as to fresh ideals and sent us forth with ‘renewed
courage.

Then think of all this set in such a perfect setting as the
quiet, peaceful Cathedral town of Winchester, Could any-
thing have been more appropriate? There we were in the
midst of an atmosphere of romance and chivalry, and we
seemed to be living history all over again when we saw all
these great heroes of antiquity brought before us on Wednes-
day afternoon. They were all there—Arthur and Alfred,
St. Swithin and William of Wykeham, and scores of others
whose names have all contributed to the history of Win-
chester. And behind all was the great Cathedral itself.
Surely such days as these will live long in the minds of those
who were there, and the memory of them will make life more
real and the world a happier place than it has ever been before.
LiLiaN Gray.
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