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INT ERNATTIONAL MILITARY TRIBUN&AL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et el
ARLKI, Sadaso, et al

Sworn Deposition

Deponent:s HiNAW.L, Gikedl

Heving first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and in accordance
with the procedure followed in my country I hereby deposc es follows:

During the four years from the time I errived at Hsinking as counsellor
of the Jepenesc Embassy in Manchoukuo, on 12 November 1940, until the time when
General UMEZU, appointed Chief of the General Staff, left for Tokyo at the end
of suzgust 1944, I worked under hime I believe that I am one of those who best
know his character and his political 1idecas.

imbassador UMEZU's first principle was maintenance of peace and order in
Manchoukuo; he adopted the policy of having no trouble with the Soviet for the
sake of the healthy progress of lMenchoukuo; he instructed the Chief of General
iffeirs Board TAIZEBE, Vice Minister of Foreign 4ffairs SHIMOMURA, and myself
who was in chargoe of thc Japancse Diplomatic Missione This principle of his was
strengthened afteor the outbreak of the Peocific Wer. The fact that he decided all
questions according to this principle is clcarly demonstrated by thoe following
cxamples:

In the middle of December 1942, a® Jepanesc Jmbassador and Commender-in-Chiof
of th& Kwentung Amy, UMEZU went to Tokyo to report on Manchoukuo's general con-
dition end et this occasion he rcported to the Emperor that he was devoting his
utmost efforts to keeping peace with the Soviet. A4fter hec came back to Hsinking
he told me that his report setisfied the Emperor, es His Ma jesty was also worricd
about Soviet reletions, and that the BEmperor instructed him to see that ell
instrucetions regarding this metter rcach thoroughly to his subordinates.

Inmed iately after I arrived at Hsinkingz at the end of 1940, I heard the
report thet ISOMURA, who was in charge of information (Kwentung Army) told &
member of the Embassy staff that UMEZY, in settling the Nomonhan Incident,
strictly instructed his men thet any border incident be settled by consultation
with Tokyoe. Following the outbreaek of the Pecific War, his ideal, as he became
more ecreful, found expression in many ways in llanchoukuoen politics; for example,
in 1943 @ Public Administration Order was issued to frontier officials to tae
effect that when floating timber on border rivers reached Manchoukuo territory,
it should not be dealt with directly but instructions from the central government
in Hsinking rust be weited.

In Deiren, in 1943, he invited the Dairen police chief tovisit him end
edvised him to be careful as to sctivities against personnel of the Soviet
Consulate by wey of prevention of espionage, due to the complicated internctioncl
relations ocnd such people's status as foreign diplomats. 4As & result, if I
remember correctly there was no trouble concerning relations with the Soviet in
Dairene.
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Shortly efter his visit to Dairen, he visited Harbin ond- gave the scme
~dvice to the Chief of the Speci:l Services Section, Mejor Genercl Doies In
2rbin there were minor troublas~~whet might be considered es the cvenge for
oviet pressure on Je

Chitc and Blagoveshchensk,
lMonchoukuo!'s compliance,

pencse Consulete personncl in
It was, however, all settled by

About July 1942, when the Cerman Minist

er Wogner visited him to sound the
atention of the Kwventung

Army concerning Jcpan's joining the Russo~Germen er,
¢ GXpressed his opinion that it would be most cdvantogzeous for Jaepcn to

concentrets on the Grector Fast aAs8ia Wer even though the question of Japcn's
Joining the Russo-German War wes & matter ror Tokyo to decide, and

thus he gave
nim indirectly the imprcssion thot he was egainst it.
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wnole truth withhclding netalng -nd adding nothinge.
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sworn oy the bDenponent, who oaffiised nis

thereto in th
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€ DIrescnce 01 this witness.




