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PLATE NUMBERS AND VARIETIES OF THE 1C. ON
3C. SURCHARGE.

By M. D. Chow

Two series of Plate Numbers are found to exist in the sheets of
3-cent stamps surcharged 1-cent, one with the numbers printed in capitalis-
ed Chinese figures, and the other in small Chinese figures. The former,
viz, % &l & B i B it 2 B corresponds to the words in English “one”,
“two’, “three”, “four”, “five”, “six”, “seven”, “eight”, “nine” and ‘“ten”,
while the latter, viz. — === P4 i % -& A Jut is equivalent to the Arabic
figures “1”, “27, “3”, «“4” “5” “g”, “77, “8”, “9” and “10” used in English.

In addition to these, there are four other varieties:—

(a) With no number,

(b) With the Chinese character “fp ”’, which may be rendered into
English as “Printing” or “Seal”, but the object in putting
it here is not known.

(¢) With the Chinese character ‘“it.” Some opines that this
character “i” (world)‘ has no meaning, but is merely em-
ployed to represent the combined writing of the two Chinese
figores “#t” (thirty) and “—” (one), meaning No. 31.
From what I gather, there are only ten plate numbers froin
1 to 10, and I have never come across any surcharged sheet
bearing a number above 10. Its sudden jump from 10 to
31 is another puzzle wanting solution.

(d) With the mysterious compound number “-—Et” bearing the
number “1” in small figure on the left and the number “4”
in capitalised figure on the right, making the combination
“1-Four”, which can by no means be construed as No. 14



or No. 41 (“41”, because Chinese can be read from right
to left).

As enumerated above, there are 24 different plate numbers in all, and
with the exception of the one variety without number, the other 23 are given
in the list following:— ,

& R o= B fE B o= OB % B S R -

one two three four five six seven eight nine ten Printing 31? 1-four
-_— - = M K X v A A * or
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Seal

The number of some of the surcharged sheets bearing the small figure
“8” has been found to be printed in very small type-only about one-quarter
of the usual size. This variety is not very often seen. -
VARIETIES.

Only two varieties have been brought to light, one with the upper
part of the figure “1” broken, and the other with no period after “Ct.”
They are both found in the 4th pane of sheets bearing plate number in
small figures. The broken “1” variety is to be found in the 25 stamp of
the surcharged sheet, while the omission of a period after “Ct.” occu.s in
three places, i.e., the 47th, 48th and 49th stamps. It is however not always
the case that these two varieties simultaneously exist in the 4th pane, seme
sheets being found to contain no varieties at all, and these I conclude as
sheets of an earlier printing. In other cases where only the 47th stamp
bearing no period after “Ct.”—but no broken “1” variety in the 25th stamp
—can be found, I decide that they are of a later printing. Those sheets
containing three stamps with the omission of period after “Ct.” and at the
same time with a broken “1” variety must have been printed the latest.

Mr. Church Chu sent a few specimens of the “no-period-after-Ct.”
variety to the Scott Stamp Company of New York with the request that
it be listed in the 1931 issue of their Catalogue, but unfortunately it was
too late for the press to make its appearance in the latest publication
possible., The Company however has promised to record this discovery in

their 1923 issue.

The discovery is also reported of a double surcharged stamp which
falls into the hands of a Commercial Press employee from an out-port
correspondent. As I have not seen it with my own eyes, I cannot believe
in its truth;'I have seen several forged double surcharges of this kind, but
they aré mostly very poorly-made specimens.

The most important variety lies in the surcharge of 1-cent being done
on 3-cent stamps of the Peking 1st Print. It was first discovered in Octo-
per this year. It is rather difficult to estimate their value, as nobody can
tell the actual number of such sheets issued as well as of those still in stock.
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FREE

To dealers, our large 100 page Wholesale
CATALOG NO. 76 Abound with thousands to
real bargains including ATRMAILS, NEW IS-

SUES and latest novelties. You will save much

money by ordering from this remarkable book.

WE BUY AND
EXCHANGE

We are ready buyers all kinds of desir-
able material in any qrantity for our large

wholesale business. Offers solicited everywhere.

Grossman _Stanip Co., Inc.

102 West 42 St., New York, N.Y.




