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Today we will talk about

● Open access, copyright and licensing

● Challenges

● Open Content in practice

● Opportunities
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Open access, copyright and licensing
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Open access: upfront permissions for any reuse

“Open means anyone can freely 
access, use modify, and share for any 
purpose.”

The Open Definition, https://opendefinition.org
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Open licences allow anyone to freely 
use, transform and share materials 
protected by copyright according to the 
terms of the license. This includes 
commercial reuse.

Licences can be applied only by the 
rightsholder.

https://opendefinition.org/


Creative Commons

https://creativecommons.org 
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http://creativecommons.org


Wikidata query: https://w.wiki/4u32 
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https://w.wiki/4u32


Open GLAM in France

● 68 institutions
● 7.8m+ digital objects
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● Pressure on GLAMs to generate €€€
from digital assets

● Scarce human, financial and technical 
capacity – and executive support

● Modern copyright
○ Long-lasting, complex
○ Corporate lobbying
○ Term extension ad nauseam

● Power of the status quo

Challenges to Open Content 
LB & DM



Who and what are institutions for?
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Mission

Access policy
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The consequences of closed access
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Article 14
Works of visual art in the public domain

‘Member States shall provide that, when the 
term of protection of a work of visual art has 
expired, any material resulting from an act of 
reproduction of that work is not subject to 
copyright or related rights, unless the material 
resulting from that act of reproduction is 
original in the sense that it is the author’s own 
intellectual creation.’

Directive 2019/790 copyright and related rights 
in the Digital Single Market

Copyright developments in the EU
● Applies to all materials produced 

during the reproduction of a “visual 
artwork” in the public domain;

● So what about: maps; scientific 
illustrations; technical drawings; 
sheet music; manuscripts; books; and 
so on?

● And especially: artefacts, decorative 
objects, photographs?

DMConditions générales d'utilisation > droits d'auteur?



Open 
Content in 

practice
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Aglaé Milcent-Trebuchet (France), Tile with a kolf [old 
Dutch sport, cousin of golf] player. Museum Rotterdam via 

Europeana. Link to GIF.

https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/2021609/objecten_76446
https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/2021609/objecten_76446
https://giphy.com/gifs/gifitup-hockey-gifitup2021-delfts-blauw-7UlZAjeAOWtRtz1hsy?utm_source=iframe&utm_medium=embed&utm_campaign=Embeds&utm_term=https%3A%2F%2Fgifitup.net%2F


Rijksmuseum,  
the Netherlands
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1rjq-787XpE_PzhL1EQ9MOkoaCGUnZuoi/preview


LB

The Rijksstudio Award



Cleveland Museum 
of Art, Ohio, USA
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1M_W-VUCb0ocUdNRywRsjeBiX8EEneyqG/preview
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https://www.clevelandart.org/art/collection/dashboard
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https://www.clevelandart.org/art/collection/dashboard 
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Brunnsmuseet 
in Sätra brunn, 
Sweden

Brunnsmuseet i Sätra Brunn, Tulipasylvestris, CC BY-SA 4.0.



https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Projekt_GLAM/Open_Sources/delprojekt
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Open sources at the Sätra Brunn Museum
● Digitization of historical 

documents
● Georeferencing of historical 

maps
● Transcribing interviews and 

videos to increase accessibility
● Digital dissemination of cultural 

heritage resources

Matsal i Sätra brunn, med folksamling utanför. 
Västmanlands läns museum, Public Domain
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https://www.europeana.eu/sv/item/133/S_UVLM_photo_Vlm_E1283b
https://www.europeana.eu/sv/item/133/S_UVLM_photo_Vlm_E1283b


● Makes cultural heritage accessible and reusable

● Drives digital reach and visibility for museums

● Fits with the fundamental purpose of heritage institutions

● Can be transformative within institutions (e.g. smarter resource allocation)

● Communicates positive intent to online audiences

● Empowers education, creativity and new knowledge

Conclusion: the opportunities of Open Content
DM & LB



Thank you for listening.

Your questions and comments 
are welcome.

Find us on Twitter:
@Larissa_Borck
@CultureDoug
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https://twitter.com/Larissa_Borck
https://twitter.com/CultureDoug

