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The greatest threat towards the cultural
heritage is lack of knowledge and disinterest.
The best way to protect the cultural heritage is
therefore knowledge and information that is
easy to find and free

— Lars Amréus, Director-General of the National Heritage Board of Sweden
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Wikimedia is the organizations behind
Wikipedia, Wikimedia Commons,
Wikidata and a number of other platforms

~100,000 volunteers / ~300 staff globally

Mostly paid for by individual donations

Chapters in over 40 countries

WIKIMEDIA

SVERIGE

A non-profit!



WIKIPEDIA

English
The Free Encyclopedia
4 455 000+ articles

Espanol
La enciclopedia libre
1 086 000+ articulos

B %355 Deutsch
D —BREHA Die freie Enzyklopédie

292 000+ S05F 15584 000+ Artikel

Pycckuni

CeobodHan sHuuxknonedus
1 094 000+ cTaTei

Frangais
Lencyclopedie libre
1482 000+ articles
Italiano

Lenciclopedia libera
1 104 000+ voci

Portugués
A enciclopédia livre
2821 000+ artigos

Polski hw
Wolna encyklopedia BEHMEHEE
1032 000+ hazet 754 000+ BBE

500 million visitors each
month!

294 different languages
Volunteers decide what to
include — we support them
Written neutrally with
sources

No advertisement and we do
not track

Everything under a free
license

Free to reuse or copy
(including for commercial
products)



Wikidata

Structured data — CCO license, as

recommended by the European Commission
Multilingual

Updated on one place, for all 294 language
versions of Wikipedia

Advanced searches possible — e.g. easily
get a list with all religious buildings in
Georgia, built between 1750-1780, located in
cities with less than 50,000 inhabitants

WIKIDATA



The Idea

Creating a multilingual cultural heritage
database for the world

2016-2017

Working with Cultural Heritage without
Borders, UNESCO and the International
Wikimedia movement




Open Heritage —
e Doing

Gathering historical images from
museums, libraries and archives
N (100,000+ images) — under free

y license

Including the data and the images to
Wikipedia to give context

~: Supported by the the Culture

P ;_;: Foundation of the Swedish
~=2& Postcode Lottery
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Why You Should Be
Involved

High visibility of Georgia's cultural
heritage on Wikipedia

e Millions of visits expected

Enables participation in the world’s
largest photo contest Wiki Loves
Monuments

Create interest and awareness
about your cultural heritage among
the population = better protection

No costs to you
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Next Steps

Formal release of data

Discussions with your database
staff about practical issues

Connecting digitized historical
images etc. to the data

Press releases about the
inclusion of Georgia in the
Connected Open Heritage
project




THANKS!

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Connected Open Heritage

John Andersson Dr. André Costa
John.andersson@wikimedia.se Andre.costa@wikimedia.se
@Jopparn @WikimediaSE @Lokal_Profil @WikimediaSE


https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Connected_Open_Heritage
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Connected_Open_Heritage

About the Data

Official data
About protected cultural heritage
Structured (Excel or more)

The more information the better, but
sensitive information can be redacted

Unique identifiers (if possible)

Under a free license (CCO0)



About the
Images

Out of copyright

because of age

Freely usable because
you own them and
release the images

under a free license
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