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I~ these Volumes will be found :

How a Primitive Race, under the name
of Sourians, Itureans, Mirdites, and Moarni,
have maintained themselves in the Lebanon,
from the first peopling of the globe down
to the present day.

How, from hatred to the Byzantine
Empire, which had betrayed them to the
Mussulmans, they admitted a belief of the
Impersonation of the Deity, hateful alike
to Christians and Mussulmans ; that of
lsmaélians and Durazi.

How, on the arrival of the Crusaders, the
religious animosities and conversions ceased,
by their replacing their Christian prince by
a family of strangers and Mussulmans.

How that family, the Tenhouk, having
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been treacherously cut off by the Crusaders,
a second line was elected, the Maan ; and
five centuries later, a third line was elected,
the Shaab, being equally strangers and Mus-
sulmans. So that, during these 800 years,
political division and religious animosity
remained unknown.

How Mehemet Ali, Pasha of Egypt, sub-
verted the institutions and the hiberties of
the Lebanon, by constraining Beshir Shaab,
Emir of the Lebanon, to become a Chris-
tian.

How the Four Powers, who signed the
treaty of July, 1840, called upon the people
of the Lebanon to upset their Emir.

How the Five Powers, who signed the
treaty of July, 1841, by dividing the Moun-
tain into two governments of Druzes and
Maronites, and imposing ruinous duties
upon exportation, have brought upon it,
in the course of ten years, four civil wars.

How the Four Powers commenced their
work on the pretext of excluding French
influence, and the Five Powers completed
it by causing the country to be occupied by
French troops.
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How the Lebanon having been with-
drawn from an existence of insignificance,
tranquillity, and prosperity, is now raised to
a station of highest importance in the affairs
of mankind : affording to Russia a pivot
on the south for the upturning of the Otto-
man Empire, and to France an Algeria
on the cast of the Mediterranean, so as
to envelope Egypt, and furnish a basis
for military and naval operations against

India.

These Volumes consist of notes taken on the spot,
in the years 1849 and 1850. They are now printed
unchanged, a3 testimony of what was then observed,
and then predicted.

To preserve this rule unchanged, the author has
abstained from either altering or suppressing what
he then wrote in reference to the derivation of Races,
and the cosmogony of the globe, which otherwise
he might have desired to modify and extend.

He had not at that time discovered in the great
book of the Himalaya, the real Iiden of all the
Races of the Tarth. He has, therefore, to request
the reader, curious in such matters, to accept what
is here stated on the subject of the Deluge, and the



vi CONTENTS.

Antediluvian World, as merely a first stage in the
journey ; should he be induced hereafter to accom-
pany the author to the “ Roof of the World,” and
the Cradle of the Human Race.
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HISTORY OF THE LEBANON.

CIHAPTER 1.

STRUCTURE OF TIE MOUNTAIN—IPRODUCE—
INDUSTRY—AND SYSTEM OF EXCHANGE.

ErLsEwHERE man has cultivated the Land : in the
Lebanon he has made it. Elsewhere the harvest is
the produce : here it is the soil. Man collects and
carries to the hollow of the rock the vegetable
mould ; then hedges round with stones his wells of
cunning fertility to conceal and increase them.
From below you gaze upwards at barrenness: from
above you look down on an arabesque of verdure:
the rosy hues of the fresh turned furrows, the soft
green of sprouting crops, nestling within the pucker-
ings, grey and brown, of layers of limestone cast up
on end, the faces of which are worn like glaciers.
This is their arable land formed on the central
range.

The rest of the Lebanon is formed of horizontally
lying strata. The masses break oft rectangularly,
presenting wall-like abutments of interminable ex-

tent and endless variety. Taluses have been accu-
B



2 HISTORY OF THE LEBANON.

mulated below them, as at the base of ruined walls.
Those banks and slopes, the faces of the precipices,
and the hollows of the watercourse, are all held up
by low walls five to seven feet high, the terraces seven
to eight feet wide. These lines, stretching indefi-
nitely, or winding round the valleys and sinuosities of
the soil, appear, when looked down upon from the
peaks, as furrows, or as flights of steps, or as the seats
of an amphitheatre. Here they seem an embroidery—
there as the concentric lines of an engraving: re-

o

vealing every happy fold of the earth, and shadow-
ing forth each bold projection of the rocks. Moving
along the hollows of the valleys, the traveller or in-
vader finds himself encased in a labyrinth of fortress,
each evolution of which is crested by inaccessible
heights, fringed with pines, and crowned with snow.

The soil so supported bears no crops, being left
for the mulberry, the olive and the vine to feed
upon. It is industriously tilled with the spade or
plough. The cattle, adapted to their work, are
scarcely larger than goats, and can turn in the nar-
row spaces with their toy-like ploughs, and scramble
with them over the rocks. Iach village has its
cattle, and its flocks of sheep and goats, which are
sent to the uncultivated regions in spring and sum-
mer, and brought to be fattened in the autumn on
the second crop of mulberry leaves. Grapes are
abundant and excellent, giving besides the fruit,
wine, raisins, and dibs (the honey of grapes). The
last is an important article of food. The olives are
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sufficient for food, both in the shape of preserved
olives and of oil, and they also furnish licht. They
have vegetables, tobacco, and cotton enough for
their consumption. The mountain furnishes trees
for timber and fuel, stone and lime for building, clay
for pottery, and flints for muskets. Thus every
house has sheep, cattle, orchards, gardens, vine-
yards, and, if not fields, at least furrows. In each
establishment there is an oil-press and a plough, a
wine-press and a shepherd’s crook, a pruning-hook
and a shuttle, a spindle and a spade, a Dibs vat in
the rock and a copper dyeing-vat in the kitchen.
Nor are the sabre and the musket wanting. Thus
‘they possess within themselves means of indepen-
dence such as are to be found in no other community
on earth; and thence this Society has possessed
the durability of the rocks which shelter them. Yet
are they, of all people upon earth, the most depen-
dent upon external things. They have no bread—
they must sell their silk to buy it.

The seed of the worm is hatched by the women
in their breasts, and the worms are fed in the
cottages. The gathering of the leaves and the
winding' of the silk occupy in Midsummer the whole
population.

The tilling of the terraces, the repairing of the
walls, the management of the watercourses, are the
important out-door occupations of the rest of the
year. The women spin the raw silk that remains,
and it forms a considerable portion of their clothing.

B2
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Hence has sprung up an industry, not that of facto-
ries, of which certain spots arrogate the exercise, and
a few capitalists absorb the profits —not that which
divides men from the soil and so severs the triple
cord ; but one carried on by the fireside, under the
shade of the vine, along the lanes, one which with-
out interrupting domestic avocations, but only filling
up the moments of leisure, clothes the family with-
out cost, and preserves to it its simple manners.
The people were distinguished by their luxurious
attire. Gold and silver tissues were worn by the
poorest classes ; and the remnants which still sub-
sist of their picturesque costume is distinguished by
its taste, original forms, and the pleasing mixtures
of colouring, in the dyeing of which they excel.

The root of the system is the mulberry. It fur-
nished the bread, paid the taxes, clothed the people,
occupied the family, kept alive the love of labour,
the taste of art, the elegance of forms, conferred in-
dependence of character, and maintained the fresh-
ness of busy life among rugged precipices, while
the plains below lay waste and silent; picturesque
prosperity filled with admiration the stranger
attracted to the Lebanon by the shadows of its still
unbowed magnificence, and the echo of its long
renown.

These habits, still extant, and the enormous
amount of labour during successive ages required to
pile up these terraces, are evidences of a continuity
of well-being from the earliest times, and the conse-
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quent continuity of system adapted to it. That
system was liberty of trade and exchange.

The culture of silk was brought from China in
the time of Justinian, who introduced it at Tripoli.
But the terraces of the Lebanon, which then received
the mulberry, were not constructed for that tree.
Before its introduction the cities of Eden, Hadeth
and Dam were fed. How, the Prophets and the
terraces themselves inform us. Olive trees, though
few, are scattered over the terraces both high and
low, and the trees are of much older date than the
time of Justinian. A plantation of them at Tripoli,
attributed to that Emperor, are young trees compared
with those of the Lebanon.

The Olive is the physical document of history.
The method by which it repairs the natural decay of
its wood induces a change of form in which, with
experience, may be read the age of a tree as easily
as that of a man, putting centuries for years.
Itis of so slow a growth that it never has been
planted by a people that has been grasping, in
times that were insecure, or under a system that
was ignoble. The periods of such plantations are
therefore very rare, and their eras not difficult to
ascertain. The oldest traces that remain resemble
fragments of ruined walls with shrubs sticking upon
them—such may be seen in the neighbourhood of
Smyrna. Those of the Lebanon belong to the
second great period of plantation, which cannot be
nearer to us than 3000 years. The greatness of
human society is pre-historic.
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These vegetable records show that the terraces ex-
isted in the Lebanon in the seventh century, such as
now they exist. The people of the Lebanon had
therefore then some other produce instead of silk to
exchange for grain. By olives alone this exchange
could not have been effected ; we must look for other
produce as well, or for a greater relative value in
the articles still produced.

The Vines might supply wine and dried fruit, but
eould not have sufficed for their necessity, that pro-
duce not being peculiar to the Lebanon. Before
the common use of sugar, and the enormous supply
poured in from the New World, saccharine sub-
stances were scarce, and consequently highly prized
and dearly paid—such was the ¢ Honey of Grapes.”
Jacob is careful to select the Dibs* to send to
Joseph. Proof of the vast extent of this production
in the remotest ages is afforded by the vats cut in
the rock all over the country.

The third resource was in the Musical Instru-
ments, the carving in cedar, sycamore,{ and Tyrian
ivory, so often referred to by the Prophets.

The vines and olives must have been rapidly dis-
placed by the mulberry, for two reasons: the first,
the enormous price of silk; the second, the facility
of irrigating the terraces, which was no advantage
in the culture of vines and olives. In the last

* Our version renders this word « Honey.” Genesis xlii. 11,

1 This tree must not be confounded with that which in Eng-
land bears the same name.
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century, the people of the Lebanon was wholly a
proprietory people; so that there was no fictitious
obstruction to prevent them from at once turning
their industry into a new and more profitable channel.
Nor was there any fiscal obstruction, as in modern
times ; the Lebanon never had its freedom of ex-
change interfered with. The customs of Syria were
famed at the time of Justinian. The importance
acquired by the cities of that coast, while so many
signs of decay were exhibiting themselves in the
other portions of the empire, can only be attributed
to the introduction of the Chinese tissue, which came
to replace the glass and the dyes of Tyre, and to
revive the activity of the ancient Pheenicians on
the mountains, which had witnessed their rise and
greatness.

The Lebanon was included in, not subjected to,
the Byzantine Empire, which, following the prin-
ciples of Rome, admitted no duties whatever on com-
merce into its treasury.*

After the division of the Empire, in consequence
of the facilities which the Straits of Constantinople
afforded, commerce was interfered with; but it is
recorded of the very Emperor who introduced the
silkworm into the Lebanon, that he restored freedom
of trade. Had it been the system of the Empire
to tax commerce, it would not have been very easy

#* The Protorium, or Voctigal, was paid into the municipal
treasury, and devoted to the repair of roads, bridges, and
harbours.
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to have caused the inhabitants of the Lebanon jo
submit to it. They soon afterwards, besides, ac-
quired two ports of their own—Gebail and Patroun.-

The Lebanon never was included in the Empire
of the Arabs; and, if it had been, their system.
resembled that of DByzantium and Rome, and,
indeed, no other had at that time been known in
the world. .

Of the Crusaders, the same may be said. They
did not conquer the Lebanon ; and, if they had, they
would not have dreamt of taxing commerce. There
were duties on entering the towns introduced under
the Ayoubites ; but the consistency which was given
to the small kingdom of Jerusalem by Baldwin the
Second has been attributed to the measures adopted
by him, and are worthy of the imitation of the
Turkish Government to-day, for they meet directly
all the evils of the country. He granted the pro-
perty of the land to any one who had occupied it
and cultivated it for a year, and he abolished the
duties on articles of consumption on entering the
towns. The only tax which entered his treasury
was the tenths.

To the Crusaders succeeded Islam. The mountain
was subjugated by the Ottomans under Selim the
First with the rest of Syria; but it was not until
the reign of Murad the Third that the direct au-
thority of the Porte was there established.

The three systems of the Greeks, the Crusaders,
and Islam all coincided in this respect. The utmost
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duty ever imposed was three per cent. When, at a
recent period, monopolies were introduced into the
Ottoman Empire, the Lebanon again remained free
from them, and the customs duty, by the dete-
rioration of the coin, was reduced to one and one-
and-a-half per cent.

Thus the silk of Lebanon enjoyed perfect im-
munity from the period of Justiian down to the
expulsion of the Egyptian troops and the restoration
of Syria in 1840 to the authority of the Porte.
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CHAPTER II.

THE PEOPLE BY WHICH IT IS INHABITED AND
THEIR NAME.

Uxtin England and France, in the middle of
the 19th century, quarrelled about the limits of
a Syrian Province, and the succession of a Turkish
Pasha, the Lebanon knew no law save its own custom;
and, like the Basques, its people remained a primor-
dial society. The waves of conquest which succes-
sively flowed over Palestine, encircled but never rose
over the Lebanon. Its children looked down on events
in their course, races in their toil, and ignored history
by defying fortune. The Assyrian, the Egyptian,
the Persian, the Roman, and the Arah, have re-
corded their advent only with the chisel* on its
rocks. The Mede, the Persian, the Philistine, the
Jew, the Greek, the Turkman, the Crusader, the
Tartar, and the Ottoman, have not done even so
much. Its tongue till yesterday was that which
interprets the names that have descended to us from
antediluvian times. On its borders tradition has
placed the tomb of Adam; it claims to hold the
ashes of the second peopler of the earth.t

* The Sculptures at Nahar El Kelb.
1 Noah’s tomb is shewn near Zachli, on the side of the Leba-
non, overlooking the Bkaa, and just where we might suppose the
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- What the Patriarchs spoke of as things of
“ancient days,” are still here to be found as
familiar practice, and the metaphors of the Prophets
are still illustrated in the life and customs of its

people.*
Here may be seen the rudiment of the Pyramid,
and the element of the calculations carried by the

Etruscans to the west.}

Ark to have been left aground by the subsiding waters. I cannot
here stop to enter into the matter; but the Lebanon is Ararat.
The Ark was built at Bir, or in its vicinity. What could take it
to the north? The current, from whichever course the waters
rose, must have oscillated between East and West. From Ararat
the dove must have gone an equally incomprehensible distance to
get olive leaves, and Noah must have travelled an equally incom-
prehensible distance before planting his vineyards.

* The “ Exalted Horn ' is still the wonderful appendage of the
married woman. It cannot be seen without carrying the convic-
tion that it is a practice which ascends to the remotest antiquity,
and is therefore an evidence of the unbroken continuity of the
people. But I have found a singular confirmation in two curious
bronzes found in one of those ancient Sarcophogi cut into the
rock of which such numbers are scattered over the Lebanon.
The Horn is on the head of a woman whose costume is but a cord
round the loins. .

t Volney first observed the cubes superimposed which are
used as tombs. They present the very diagram of Lepsius in
explaining his theory of the Pyramids.

1 The carat, or division by 24 in Europe, preserved in the
testing of the precious metal, the weighing of gems, and the
division of ship property, is in the Lebanon in common use. A
man sells, not this or that field, or so many acres, but so many
carats, s.e. of his whole property. The administration of the
Lebanon itself is held to be a carat or perfect unity, and its 24
parts are always imagined.
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The schisms of Islam, the heresies of the Church, .
Fire-worship and Sabewism have here left their
traces, and had history become the prey of moths,
the Lebanon, as page after page was turned over,
would reveal to the human mind the series of its
own bewilderments. But the very reason why
creeds were preserved was that races did not enter.
The relics are of weakness that was protected, not
of conquests that had been achieved.

It was after the Druze religion was extinguished
in Egypt that it appeared in Lebanon, and the
mysteries of the Assassins, which Alamoot knows
no more, survive in the orgies of the Nosairi.

Nowhere is there record of its subjugation. Its
monuments, often on the grandest scale, are refer-
able only to the earliest periods, and present nothing
to which Egypt, Greece, or Rome can lay claim.
Their institutions have lasted like the piles of
Baalbeck : up to the year 1840, the labour of man
was free as when Adam delved and Eve span.

The sight of the mountain and its people at ouce
suggested the idea that mno foreign race at any
period had established itself in Lebanon. When
I came to examine, I found that historical evidence
was not wanting, although writers will insist on
inventing a people instead of seeing one.*

* Chelibi Effendi, followed by D’ Herbelot, peoples the Lebanon
with Monophysites expelled from the lowlands of Syria. Aboul
Faradi peoples it with Roman soldiers, called by the Syrians
“Audacious;” with whom Michael the Syrian is pleased to
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To a people its name is what title-deeds are to
a landed proprietor. The name of Lebanon is a
forgery. The true name—the name given by the
people to themselves—is SUR. The race is the
Surian— the Zvpo: of the Greek, and Syrian of
modern tongues. The mountain is GEBEL SURIA,
Lebanon is a foreign and a descriptive term: it
means “ white,” and is Hebrew. As it is the name
they both use and cling to to-day—repudiating for
their mountain that of Lebanon, and for themselves
that of Arab—so was it the name it bore in the
time of Moses.* That the Hebrews should have
called it by a name of their own invention shows
how strange it was to them. The Jews, 700 years
later, did not understand the Syrian tongue.t The
Jews wanted no interpreter with the people of
Canaan.

The circumstances which show that the Hebrews
did not conquer the Lebanon, show likewise that the
Canaanites had not conquered the Lebanon. Had
the same race occupied the mountain and the plain,
or had the Canaanites conquered this mountain, the

exterminate the Mirdites, whom Le Beau brings from the north
of Syria; the Emir Hydar, the historian of the Druzes, peoples
it with desert tribes from Nejid.

* ¢ And we took at that time out of the hand of the two kings
of the Amorites the land which was at this side Jordan, from the
river of Arnon unto Mount Hermon; (which Hermon the Sidonians
call Sirion, and the Amorites call it Shenir).”’—Deut. iii. 8, 9.

t “Speak unto thy servants in the Syrian language, for we
understand it.”’ —Isaiah xxxvi, 11.
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defeated and expelled nations would have retreated
thither and made there their stand, which they did
not, and they too gave to Gebel Suria a name
of their own—Shinir. The people who, on the
shores of the Atlantic, have preserved the names
of “ Hivite” and “ Amonite,” and recal the event
of their dispersion by “ Joshua the robber, the son
of Nun,” would not have forgotten and abandoned
memory and name among inaccessible retreats and
mountain fastnesses* overlooking their native land.
This is certain; that neither the Canaanites, when
pressed by the Hebrews, nor the Hehrews, when
pressed in their turn, ever took refuge in the
Lebanon ; which they must have done had it not
been already occupied by a powerful and warlike
people.

The Canaanites and Philistines were themselves
invaders. The land was occupied before by “giants,”
that is, great nations; generally known under the
name of Anakim, from which the Greek name for
“king” is derived. The impress of their character
on the early world is not effaced, though the circum-
stances themselves have long vanished from the
memory of man; and to this day we commend a
noble and a chivalrous deed by calling it by their

* T found in the Lebanon no less than three villages named
Ai Tat—the Hittites of Scripture, and a tribe still flourishing
in Morocco. The name of a people would not be given to its
own villages, but settlements of refugees would naturally be so
called.
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name.  Avim, Horim, are, besides, Chaldaic words,
that is, Syriac. ~

But the Anakim, whatever they were, when
pressed by the Canaanites had not taken refuge in
the Lebanon; for if they had, it could not have
failed to have been mentioned. We may, therefore,
rest assured that they also had been invaders, and
equally unsuccessful against the Lebanon as their
successors. Perhaps other invasions had preceded
this ; but, at all events, from the date of the earliest
extension of foreign races of which we have records,
‘the Lebanon must have been inhabited by a popu-
lation equal to its own defence.

It stands to reason that in the mountains will be
found the earliest race of any country, and so much
the more when in a country such a mountain as the
Lebanon is found.

The Assyrianin the eighth century before Christ
did penetrate into the Lebanon. To this irruption
we owe the first specific notice of its internal state
and well-being. They went to attack cities, and
destroyed them, without, however, being able to
hold the land. Eden was then of sufficient import-
ance for its fate to be quoted to strike with terror
the masters of Jerusalem, yet no Assyrian domi-
nation followed that event any more than when,
sixteen centuries afterwards, the Arabs took and
sacked the adjoining city of Hadesh.

* The word “Hero” ascends to the Horim, through Greek,
Etruscan, Pheenician, Hebrew, Arabic, and Chaldean.
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Then followed the Egyptian, the Persian and the
Macedonian conquests. At last the Romans came,
and this seventh conquest of Judea left the Lebanon
as it had found it, a virgin land. The operations
of Pompey were confined to the destruction of their
maritime strongholds. They were a people of
builders living in fixed habitations.

At the period of the overthrow of Rome 700
years later, they had occupied again the fortresses
from which they had been expelled. When the
Roman power was at its acmé, Strabo speaks of the
inhabitants of the Lebanon just as a Russian writer
might to-day of the Circassians.

“ The mountainous country (in the rear of the
coast) is inhabited by Itureans and Arabs, all given
up to robbery. The inhabitants of the plains are
cultivators, and to protect themselves against the
mountaineers they have fortified places of natural
strength. The inhabitants of the Lebanon have
also up in the mountains Sonnan and Bonama,
below Bostra and Gigarton, the caverns on the sea
coast, and the castle of Theoprosopon.”

For the first time they are here called by name,
and that is no other than Sourian ; Iturea is also
the name given by the Romans to the district lying
between Anti-lebanon and Damascus, and confining
on the Trachonites and the Hauran, which latter
the Druzes hold to be their original country,
Aturea was the name of the province of Nineveh.
In Hebrew and Arabic Athourean stands for Assy-
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rian. Xenophon speaks of the Zgpo to the east
as well as the west of the Euphrates, and Strabo
makes these extend, mingled with the Arabs, from
Cilicia to Judea, Pheenicia, and the coast; just as
to-day, were there a common name for Nosairi,
Metuali, Druze, and Maronite, it would include
the same districts. At one half of the interval be-
tween Noah and our own times we find the Lebanon
occupied, not by refugees, but by a distinct people;
and, in the height of Roman power, in the centre of
the Roman Empire—independent.

Maronite, Druze, Nosairi, and Cadmieh, are that
people, and it has dwelt in its present sites from the
earliest peopling of the globe.
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CHAPTER IIL

MILITARY CONFIGURATION AND STRENGTH.

TrE Lebanon as limited to-day extends but
seventy or eighty miles from the Akkar above Tri-
poli, to the Gebel Rehan above Tyre. DBut a much
larger tract of country to the north, south, and
east belongs to it. The valley of the Orontes, alone
separates the chain from Allah Dagh, which joins
the Taurus, and closes in Syria to the north. There
a people of Lebanon dwell up to this day, and its in-
habitants were identified with it in its struggle of
five centuries with the Christian Emperors of Con-
stantinople and the Mussulman Califs of Kufa, Bag-
dad, and Damascus.

The stream of land, the Bkkaa, which divides it on
the east from the Anti-Lebanon, and extends east-
ward and northward till it confines the desert, bor-
dering the district of Hauran, of 4 or 5,000 square
miles in extent, is also occupied by the same people,
who there dwell in tents. Next comes the volcanic
fastness of the Ledja, which it cost Mehemet Ali
10,000 men to subdue. The Nosairi, a branch of
the Druzes, lie to the north of the Maronites; they
are again found at the southern extremity of Anti-
Lebanon. The Metuali are on the northern frontier
of the Bkkaa, at Baalbec, and they occupy the
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Beled Bscharré to the south, stretching as far as
Acre. The Lebanon thus occupies a wide and varied
region, within which are included strongholds and
recruiting grounds, and wherein are combined the
obstacles which the desert presents to the invasion
of disciplined troops, and the strength of military
defences against the incursions of the sons of the
Hedjaz.

With this extent of territory, and these resources
of recruitment or defence, it possessed two no less
essential, though negative, securities. Its figure
was such as not to impose the necessity of its subju-
gation on the holders of Syria, and its nature was
such as to hold out no temptation to the conqueror
of Syria for its possession.

It does not intercept the communications by land
or sea of the continents and kingdoms between
which it is placed.* Stretching in a double line from
north to south, it affords three passages for those
who, from the north, would invade Egypt or Judea,
or from the south Damascus or Asia Minor. The
range is crossed from east to west by two great
roads, and the communications of the interior with
the sea never suffered interruption.

* In the expedition of Baldwin III. against Bozra, the
capital of Upper Avabia, the Crusaders, instead of the direct road
from Jerusalem to the East, found it more conveuient, both in
their advance and their flight, to pass across the Anti-Lebanon,
which they never subdued. So in the Greek expedition of the
Emperor of Germany and the King of France against Damascus

itself, they took the same route.
c?2
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On the other hand it is a country which can
neither be held, attacked nor invested. There are
no passes which can be occupied ; there is neither a
seacoast which can be blockaded, nor a land frontier
which can be guarded; for by its extended lines,
and the repetition in the Anti-Lebanon of the same
circumstances, its borders are out of all proportion to
its extent. An invader may any where be suffered
to advance without compromising their defence;
every terrace is a fortification, and every square
yard a bastion. Gunpowder has in some degree
impaired these advantages ; but when enemies could
distinguish each other’s countenances as they drew
up in battle array, the stones of the loose walls of
the terraces were a ready made artillery; the be-
sieged would lose one wall only, to occupy another,
and could retreat through a hundred stages, till—one
crest lost—they had only to run down the declivity,
and recommence the same operation in the suc-
ceeding hollow. ’

The land is so broken that, from camp to camp or
town to town, though miles may intervene they can
make themselves to be heard; when warriors were
summoned or war proclaimed, the criers ascended a
neighbouring rock, and the cry taken up and echoed
from crest to crest, until, in a few hours, it reached
- the borders of the land.* The terraces are not
* ¢ When the Emir and the Sheiks had decided on war at Deir

el Cammar, a crier ascended, towards the evening, to the tops of
the hills and- then commenced to cry with a loud voice, * War !



MILITARY STRENGTH. .21

level with the .earth, but are built up three or four
feet. A gap is left in each, and, when using themn
as defences, these could be successively closed as
they retired out of each covered way.

Where the rocks themselves are cultivated, the
stones are, in like manner, gathered out, and piled on
the protruding edges, forming a succession of walls,
where the defenders could be hid till you look into
them. 'With a resolute population the Lebanon is
impervious to any force, however armed, however
led, however numerous. Comparing ¢hose natural
defences with the mountains which are of greatest
celebrity, the Caucasus, the Atlas, the Alps, no such
combination of obstacles, with absence of tenable po-
sitions, will be found. Neither do any of them afford,
united, to the same extent, asperity of surface with
means of support. At the same time, it is unsuited
to that concentration of power at home which is the
prelude to every people’s fall.  The structure, there-
fore, of this range, coincides, with the appearance
of the people in suggesting the idea of one per-

War! Take the musket, take the pistols, noble Sheiks; mount your
horses, arm yourselves with the sabre and lance; appear to-
morrow at Deir el Cammar. Zeal of God ! Zeal of Battle " This
cry, heard from the neighbouring villages, was repeated there, and,
as all the country is piles of mountains and deep valleys, this cry
reached in a few hours the extreme frontiers. During the silence
of the night, the accent of this cry, and the long reverberations of
the echoes, joined to the nature of the subject, had something
imposing and terrible. In three days fifteen thousand muskets
were assembled at Deir el Cammar.”— Volney Poyages, t. ii. p. 11.
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manent race as having occupied it through all
time. ,
Thirty-five centuries ago the Holy Land was in the
highest state of prosperity. A then old population
cultivated its plains, and lived in cities “fenced to
the skies.” They must have cultivated every rood
of earth; for how otherwise could that enormous
population have been supported, exceeding in num-
bers ten times its inhabitants to-day.*

The Hebrews entered to exterminate and occupy.
The Lebanon, however, arrested the sword of Judah,
which the walls of Jericho could not stay. At the
source of history, in the most extraordinary of inva-
sions, we find the Lebanon remaining alone “mistress
of herself.”

* Syria, including Damascus and Aleppo, contains 3,000,000 ;
but Syria proper cannot have more than 1,500,000. The Jews
were 3,000,000 when they entered, (602,730 fighting men.
Num. xxvi. 51,)

t Sousia had never been mistress of herself, except perhaps in
the heroic ages.—Strabo.

The province of Sousia bore the same name as the Lebanon—
Iturca.
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CHAPTER 1V.

THE ITUREANS, UNDER THE NAME OF MIRDITES,
ERECT THEMSELVES INTO A PRINCIPALITY,
AND THEN A PATRIARCHATE, UNDER THAT OF
MARONITES.

THE Persians had overcome Syria. The Empire
oscillated between paroxysms of courage and des-
pair. The unaccommodating spirit of the Itureans
alike defied the enemies and the orders of the
Emperor. Chosroes 11. had made Tripoli a place
of arms, and tempted by the richness of a region,
then the centre of the culture of the precious fibre
from China, sought to extend his dominion. Imme-
diately above Tripoli are to be found the strongest
positions, and the densest population. Hadeth,
which soon after stood a siege of seven years, Bis-
charré, not inferior to it, Eden and Dam, all over-
looked the valley of the Cadesha, passing downwards
from the Cedars to the sea, and were almost within
hail of each other.

Art and industry, then doubtless as now, had
completed the intention of nature where she seemed
already to have exhausted her ingenuity to combine
strength and fertility, and to accumulate, on the
smallest space, defenders and defences.

The Persians had struck some chord in the breast
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of the mountain, which had never before vibrated.
Perchance they laid axe to the « Cedars of God.”
Who can tell where the train was laid, or how?
The explosion came ; the Persians diccomfitted, were
pursued to the coast. The torrent of armed men
which the Lebanon had hitherto held, she now let
loose. A new people appeared, or a very old one
re-appeared, on that stage which the world has ap-
propriated to tragedy—the land of Canaan.

The appearance they made was not such as belongs
to the incursions of 8 nomade people, nor to the
expeditions of a marauding one. They evince a
constituted and a formal society ; that character is
substantiated, on the one hand, by the commanding
part which they will be seen to play in the conten-
tions of the greatest empires in the succeeding cen-
turies, and, on the other, by the slender amount of
their numbers. They are recorded as marching
under Princes whose titles can be traced amongst
no other race, Assieh* and Dalkieh. Aswe depend
entirely on incidental notices in foreign writers, in
an age that was not literary, and these belonging to
races animated with hatred to the people of the
Lebanon, we are without the means of knowing
whether these Princes, and the constitution which
they represented, were of early date or recent crea-
tion. We may infer the former from antecedent

* This term the ethnographer and philologist will doubtless

associate with the Assas and Assad of the Hindus and Scan-
dinavians, and the dominant tribes of early Hindostan.
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circumstances, and the peculiarity of title. What
we positively know is this :-—that, on the expulsion
of the Persians, the Prince by whom they were led
was named Joseph, and that the ancient halls of
Byblos became his court, which recovered its Scrip-
tural name of Gebail on receiving its ancient lords,
Beside the colossal blocks of its now ruined towers,
the masonry of Etruria, Greece, and Rome sinks
into insignificance ;* to find a Western parallel for
it, we must travel back to the grander and ignored
periods, of which such records only remain as those
which stand on Salisbury plain.

With Joseph a second Prince was afterwards
associated, Kesr (Cosroés), from whom the province
of Kesroan derives its name.

Their successor was Job, who consolidated the
power of his people on its new basis, extending his
gway over the maritime border, and along the
valley of the Jordan, down to the lake Tiberias.

The difficulty in the identification of this people
arises, not merely from the absence of native annals
and annalists, but also from the change of name at

* There are single stones in the wall twenty feet long. They
belong to an earlier structure, but the present ruin is of the
second period of this people. The Crusaders, Saracens, and
Turks never hewed such blocks. Nor could it have been an
object to any of them to strengthen this point. It does not
serve to control the Lebanon, but for the Lebanon it is most
essential as affording communication with the sea. The har-
bour is now filled up.  The stones of the Pheenician ruins are
dwarfs to those of Gebail.
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various periods as given to them by foreigners. At
and from the period at which we are now arrived,
they are called Mrad and Mirdite, which is the same
word, according to its Syriac or its Greek form.
This name was subsequently restricted to the people
of the Lebanon, but it was, when first introduced,
the name of a Faction. In the year rendered me-
morable by the birth of Islam, A.p. 622, the people
of Syria were divided into ““ Marad” and “ Melekite.”
Marad meant rebel or marauder; a term which
the Crusaders imported into Europe* In antithe-
sis stood Melekite, or loyalist, derived from Melek,
King. In those times and countries religious doc-
trines were mixed up in every political contest, and
arms decided the fate of every polemical schism.
The rebellious character of the mountain, however,
appears to have been created rather by the relations
of the Empire with Persia than by any attempt to
impose upon the mountaineers, who professed the
orthodox belief in the two natures, the Monothelite
and Monophysite heresies, then in favour at Con-
stantinople. Their creed had not conformed to that
of the Kastern Church. Connected with it by their
general faith and their political interests, no adminis-
trative relationship bound them to the Empire. The
Emperor had neither afforded them support as allies,
nor as Suzerain invested their Princes; they had
worked their own way, chosen their own chiefs ;

* Our philologists are content to derive it from the Count
de Mérode of the Thirty Years War !
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and the Empire, which did not acknowledge “them,
styled and treated them as rebels. The religious
disassociation with Constantinople, together with the
political importance which this people had now
achieved, brought about the institution of a Patri-
arch ; from which time we have a consecutive ec-
clesiastical history, and therein complete evidence
of an independent political existence. The first
election was made by a General Council, with no
foreign investiture. The choice fell upon a monk,
named John, from the convent of St. Maron, who
was thence called John the Moarni, (John the
Maronite), Petroun was selected for the seat of the
Patriarchate. The jurisdiction extended over the
original twenty-four Carats or Mucatas, of the
Lebanon.

The convent of Maron, on the Orontes, had been
founded by a saint of that name in the fifth century.
During the Homousian controversy, it became the
centre and the refuge of the orthodox belief; so
that the name of Maron served as a distinguishing
epithet for those opposed to the Greek creed. It
naturally passed into the designation of the people
on the selection of a Maronite, that is, a member of
the convent of Maron, as first Patriarch of the
Mirdites. At that time the terms Mrad, Mirdite,
and Moarni were equally applied to the Sourians:
the religious one, Maronite, has alone survived in
the Lebanon; the political one, Mirdite, is only
borne by an expatriated fragment on the Adriatic;
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the ethnographic one, Sourian, is only whispered
among themselves to some curious stranger; when
the rare incident occurs of the presence of a stran-
ger, who takes interest in them as men, and not in
their factions, their schisms, their passions, and their
crimes.
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CHAPTER V.

THE MIRDITES INTERPOSE BETWEEN THE CALI-
PHATE AND THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE, AND
ARE BETRAYED.

UnpERr Elias, the successor of Job, and who was
styled Emir, the relations with the Empire were
changed. Heraclius had beaten the Persians who,
menaced by the Saracens, withdrew from a country
now threatened by their advance, and again over-
shadowed though not protected by the Roman ban-
ner. KElias joined the Greek army before the dis-
astrous battle of Emessa, and if Syria was then lost
to Heraclius, nevertheless Elias retained Gebail.

The Emir Jussef, not only retained but ex-
tended the possessions of his predecessor. His son
Emir John, urged the Emperor by representation,
as well as by example—for he harassed the Mussul-
mans even under the walls of Jerusalem and Da-
mascus—to undertake the re-conquest of Syria.

Aroused by such audacity, the Caliph Moawiyah
dispatched a large army into the Lebanon. We
hear of no great battle fought. The operations,
however, continued during seven years. They did
penetrate to the roots of the Cedars, for it was on
the siege of Hadeth that their efforts were concen-
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trated. Each winter they retired, returning in the
spring. In the seventh year they took and rased
it. The Mirdites had sent appeal upon appeal to
Constantinople, offering unconditional submission,
aud promising to accept as Prince any officer of
the Empire. But the Emperor was bent on conci-
liating, not disabling, his foe.  After the fall of
Hadeth, and the devastation of the country, the
Mirdites were considered subdued, and the Caliph
could fearlessly prosecute his plans against Constan-
tinople. Whilst Moawiyah was orly governor of
Syria, he had prepared in the Port of Tripoli an
expedition against Constantinople, which was frus-
trated by the conflagration in the harbour of the
fleet, and with it of the arsenal.* This feat was
accomplished by two Mirdites, one of whom after-
wards saved the Emperor Constantine I'V. in a sea-
fight, off the coast of Lycia. To another, named
Callinicus, a carpenter of Baalbec, the Empire
owed, about this time, the invention of the ¢ Greek
fire,” to which its preservation for six centuries has
been ascribed.

The siege of Constantinople, like that of Hadeth,
was persevered in for seven years, when, without
apparent cause, the Saracen army disbanded.
This event was followed by a treaty still more
extraordinary. The Saracens had suffered no de-
feat on land or sea ; no fleets issuing from the Bos-

* From this event Lord Byron took the main incident of the
Giaour.
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phorus had appeared on the coast of Syria, no
armies had crossed the Taurus, taken Damascus, or
invested Bagdad, yet the Caliph consented to pay
tribute! The world was astonished ; the barbarian
hordes of the north, the distant princes of Italy
hastened to make submission to an Emperor who
seemed to have restored the greatness of the first
Constantine, and to have bridled a power which
had filled Asia and Africa with its arms— Europe
with its name.

Before the Seven Hills could have been encircled
with Arab tents, or the Goolden Horn pressed by Sara-
cenic keels the resources of the Empire must have
been exhausted. The key to the enigma must be
sought elsewhere. A Mussulman army had been
cut to pieces near Gebail and four thousand Mus-
sulmans had been made prisoners by the Moarni.
Thus is explained the retreat of the Caliph, and the
treaty of the Emperor. The Moarni had recovered
from their defeats, although these had been followed
by internal dissensions, in the course of which the
Emir Simeon was excommunicated by the Patriarch
for admitting Saracens and Greeks into the Le-
banon. Having repelled three attacks simul-
taneously madz on their chief places, they had
followed up their victories by descending into the
plain ; and after annihilating the Saracen army the
whole of Syria was again exposed to their incursions.
The strong mountainous regions round Syria, and
which intercept, on one hand its communications
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with Asia Minor, and through the Hauran with
Egypt and Arabia on the other, were then occupied
by warlike Christian tribes (many of them of the
same blood as the Moarni) and as yet the Arabic
tongue had penetrated into none of these. It may
be easily understood how such an event should sud-
denly change the scales between the two Empires,
although the historian may have disregarded it as an
event, or explained it as a fable. ~Could the Caliph
have purchased the quiescence of the people of the
Lebanon whom he could not restrain, the money
would have been paid directly, instead of being
transmitted to Constantinople in guise of tribute to
purchase the good offices of the Emperor.

The peace thus obtained was for thirty years.
The Moarni do not appear to have molested the
Mussulmans during the short period that elapsed till
the death of Constantine. He was succeeded by his
son Justinian IT., while Moawiyah also dying was
succeeded by his son Yezid. The Caliphate was
however torn by factions, and three competitors
arose, Mochtar, Abdallah, and Said, who held out in
Persia, Arabia, and Syria. John II. Emir of the
Moarni, seized this occasion to commence a war of
surprise and rapine, which now became the normal
condition of Syria; carrying off flocks and people,
beating considerable bodies of troops not only within
the range of the mountain, but on the very borders
of Egypt. Justinian thus encouraged broke the
treaty made by his father ; but as blind to the Le-
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banon in its struggle with the Saracens, as Napo-
leon to the Black Sea, in his war with Russia, the
Imperial Court would not strike where its enemy
was most vulnerable. The Byzantine troops were
sent through Asia Minor to the far East not to make
war, but to commit excesses, and while they were
toiling around and beyond the Caspian, Abdul Ma-
lek, the then Caliph, recovered the cities he had lost,
and restored his power in Syria. The Greek Em-
peror was delighted to exchange a doubtful contest
for a beneficial peace, purchased at the cheap rate of
an act of treachery,and on the condition of relieving
the Caliph from the incursions of the Marades,secured
a daily tribute of 1000 pieces of gold, 1000 horses
and 1000 slaves !*

This compact was of course secret. The war
continued in appearance. The patrician Leontias
entered Syria with a detachment of his army and
marched to the Lebanon, where his arrival filled
with joy the Mirdites, who had so long implored for
aid in vain, Leontias brought letters of congratu-
lation, and rich presents for their Prince. The
Prince and the people overjoyed at being at length
recognized by the Empire, now indulged in the
prospect of the speedy expulsion of the Mussul-
mans from Syria. The Prince assembled the chiefs
at a banquet at Gebail, when the troops of Leontias

* Writers have found it so difficult to credit a tribute regulated
by the day, that they have fallen on the happy expedient of
substituting * week *'—See Ockley, p. 446, Bohn’s Edition.

D
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~at a given signal fell upon and massacred them.
Leontias then succeeded in getting the affairs into
his hands, named Simeon, nephew of the slaugh-
tered Prince in his stead, and by money, intrigue,
and violence carried into effect his master’s wishes,
exhibiting a zeal for the Caliphate, which might
have shamed its own faithful servants. The Caliph,
if no match for the Maronites, was quite equal to the
Greek. He had fixed the periods of payment for his
tribute at the shortest legal term, twenty-four hours;
having thus adapted so closely remuneration to
service, he had to apprehend no remissness, no delay,
and no half measures. The most warlike of the
nation were removed to Asia Minor and Roumelia.
On the borders of the Lake of Scodra, on the Adri-
atic, I have visited a people still called Mirdites.
They are several thousand strong. They indeed
know not their origin, and could not explain their
name. Though surrounded by Greeks, they belong
to the Latin church, and they still wear the Ma-
ronite colours, blue and red.

An irremediable wound was inflicted on the Em-
pire, by this betrayal and dispersion of the defen-
ders of the frontier provinces on the side of Syria.
The Mussulmans had become masters of all the cities
from Mopsuesta in Cilicia, to the lesser Armenia:
but exhausted by the excursions of the Marades had
abandoned them, and these countries having become
a desert served as the most effectual barriers of the
empire. So soon as the Maronites were broken, the
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Saracens re-established themselves throughout the
whole of the northern district, and the heights of
Amaus and the Taurus served them as a fortress,
whence to assail Asia Minor and desolate the centre
province of the empire.*

The dispersion was followed by a famine in Syria,
a fatal blow to a population surrounded by foes, and
at no time able to produce more than a small por-
tion of their own food. Irom this time till the
Crusades the Mirdites are unheard of, and finally
disappear to their very traces; as on their subse-
quent unexpected reappearance, it is under another
name.

* Le Beau, Hist. T, xii. p. 146.

D2
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CHAPTER VI

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE DRUZE RELIGION.

PassiNG over four centuries in silence, we arrive
at a period in the history of the mountain, on which
it is necessary for a moment to pause.

When, in the history of any country, we come to
the point at which a new religion is introduced, the
announcement can be succinctly made, because the
religion being known, so are the circumstances
which attended its introduction. Not so when the
religion is itself unknown, and must consequently
have been misrepresented ; when the circumstances
of the country are unknown, and must also, there-
fore, have been misrepresented.

If I have succeeded in showing that in the Le-
banon existed one people, and that a Christian one,
I shall have gone a great way to remove a false
impression existing in reference to the Druzes,
namely, that their faith is Mussulman; for had it
been a schism of Islam, it must have been preached
to Mussulmans, or it must have been introduced
by conquerors.

I have mentioned the internal dissensions that
arose on the occasion of the introduction of some
Mussulmans and some Greeks, by the Emir Simeon
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and his consequent excommunication. Every Prince,
on his accession, was required to take an oath that
none should be admitted ; and the Patriarch, in like
manner, was bound by oath to excommunicate the
Prince who should attempt it. The Marada were
in their mountain as a besieged garrison, and to
admit a stranger was treason ; for it was to admit
an enemy.

Four centuries all but six years had indeed elasped
between the dispersion under Justinian, and the in-
troduction of the Druze doctrines; the one having
happened in A.p. 694, and the other in A.n. 1088,
the year of the battle of Hastings. It is incumbent
upon me to show that the Marada had not been ex-
terminated by the disasters which had overtaken
them, and their place supplied, as foreign writers
would make out, by strangers and refugees.

Of the four intervening centuries, two present
external circumstances, identical with those which
preceded them, balanced fortunes of Byzantium and
the Caliphate. Then for a time the Caliphate pre-
vailed. But in the tenth century it lost its ground,
and the maritime border was overrun with the
greatest facility by Constantine VII.; conclusive
evidence that the mountain was not at that time in
possession of the Mussulmans. But if the Lebanon
was not in their possession, then must it have been
entirely closed against them.* An old ecclesiastical

* The Emperor Zimces in his letter to the King of Armenia
says, that the inhabitants of the Lebanon had submitted to-him.
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writer of the Maronites says, that from the wars of
" Constantine VII. to the arrival of the Crusaders,
“{he Marada were tranquil in their mountains and
governed by their Emirs.”* No Mussulman writer
mentions the Lebanon either as subdued, colonized
or converted. No ruin of a mosque exists save one
in Kesroan, where a tribe of Mussulman refugees
was introduced in the beginning of the fourteenth
century. In the distribution of Syria among the
Ayoubite princes on the death of Saladin, no less
than fifteen principalities are enumerated, indepen-
dently of Jerusalem and Damascus, but no mention
is made of the Lebanon. And, finally, after the dis-
astrous defeat incurred by the Saracens from the
Duke of Saxony, on the banks of the Eleutherus,
the broken Mussulmans could find no refuge nearer
than Jerusalem and Damascus.

In the third century of Islam, the same intellec-
tual movement appeared amongst the followers of
the Koran, as in the eighth century after Christ
amongst the Christians. Islam was particularly a
religion of injunction—it forbade to inquire into
abstruse matters, it enjoined precept, and by precept
forbade disquisition. Mahomet places in his hell
those who ‘wandered in wordy disputations with
the fallacious reasoners.” The mere mention of
the names of the different sects, which finally
have settled into the Shiite section of Islam, will-

* Syrian MS. in possession of Bishop Paul, Vicar-General,
from which I have derived great assistance in thig compilation.
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suffice to show the extent and the character of this
perversion.

Teschby. Resemblance of God and his creatures;
having attributes of essence.

Tatil. God without attributes.

Djakmis. Not having attributes of action.

Kudr. Power, free-will, things created entire, or
within themselves determining their events.

Tawakkouf. The predestination of the Imamship.
Hence the

Rafedhis.

Matazalis. Power of man over his actions. God
insensible.

Tadjism. God possessed of a body. Hence the

Keramis, Karmates (H. H. 264), or Ismaélis
(seven Imams) ; named also Batenis or the  interior
sense.”*

Tamwil, or allegorical interpretation. Hence the
Fatimites ; out of which the Druzes.

These various sects all coincide in this, that they
wove into their mystic system the Words, Images,
Parables, Injunctions, Commandments, Prayers and
Doctrines of the Pentateuch, the Gospel, and the
Koran. The Ismaelians and the Druzes surpassed the
rest. They organized a system of proselytism which
has never been equalled. The Dais or missionaries
were to be all things to all men in the sense of
deception : Shiah with the Shiite, Suni with the Suni,

From Batn, “ belly,” generally used as implying concealment,
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Christian with the Christian, Jew with the Jew,
Magian with the Magian, Fire-worshipper with the
Tire-worshipper, Idolater with the Idolater, Sabean
with the Sabean. They were, moreover, enjoined
to be pious with the religious, and libertine with the
dissolute. Dissimulation was taught as a science.
In the interest of this conspiracy against the human
race, the missionaries had to sacrifice passion and
vice, as they had sacrificed conviction and virtue.
They had to pass years in suffering, abstinence and
poverty, in order to earn for the sect the merit of a
good name. The subversion of human nature is to
be attributed, not to reasonings, but to management:
secresy and initiation were the means by which a few
flimsy subtleties and insane extravagances appear
to work out results such as only the most exalted
sentiment could inspire.

The process was first to raise doubts, then to en-
join piety. The neophyte was at one time broken
down with prayers repeated fifty times a day; at
another, he was oppressed by engagements: a few
only were advanced to the mysteries, and at each
step new obligations to secresy were incurred.

Mahomet had gained proselytes from the different
sects by adopting into his creed something which
belonged to each: they worked by simulating such
adoption. There was this difference between them
and Islam, that they took ceremonies to desecrate
them : their object was to destroy all religious faith,
in order to obtain political slavery.
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The history of Hassan Saba illustrates this won-
derful phase of the human spirit, which, without
such evidences, it would have been considered mad-
ness to assert as possible; and, as the evidences are
far more interesting than any reasoning upon the’
suhject can be, I subjoin a few passages from ancient
writers, and some extracts from their Catechisms.

Instructions to the Dai, or missionary, from the
Ismaélian work quoted by Nowairi. .

“ With a Shiite you will appear zealous in his
doctrine. You will dwell on the injunction of the
Mussulmans towards Ali and his sons, the death of
Hosein and the captivity of his daughters. You
will say that you will have nothing in common with
Teim* and Adi, or the sons of Omanaya or Abbas.
You will win the spirit of a Sabean by disputing on
the number seven, and the things which contain it.
With a Magian, begin with the fourth degree of
initiation, as his opinions are conformable to yours;
insist upon the excellence of fire and of the light of
the sun; teach him what concerns the Pre-existing,
&e. Of all sects the Magians and Subeans are those
which come nearest to us.

“Tf you have to do with a Jew, conciliate his
attention by speaking of the Messiah; teach him
that it is the Mehdi, the knowledge of whom dis-
penses from the Law. You will gain his heart by

* Teim was chief of the tribe Abou Beer. Teim was son of
Moosa, the son of Caab, the son of Lowai. Omar was descended
from Adi, son of Caab.
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speaking ill of the Christians and the Mussulmans
in regard to what they say of Jesus. Say with
boldness that Joseph was his father, and that he
exercised over Mary all the rights which a hushand
has over his wife. In this manner you will easily
make a proselyte of him. With Christians you will
make your way by abusing without distinction Jew
and Mussulman. You will profess your belief in
the Creed of the Christians, and you will teach them
its true allegorical meaning. Reproach them with
not understanding the Paraclete, who is yet to come,
and to whom you call them.”

The writer then proceeds to show how Dualists
and Philosophers are to be dealt with ; distinguish-
ing, according to character and opinions, the point
to which each is to be brought, and how they are to
be bewildered, seduced and bound. A very few
only are to be admitted to the full initiation ; others
are to be left serving their gods, and at the same
time care is to be taken to shake such convictions as
these: that the dead shall rise from their graves;
that there are spiritual beings, as angels or demons;
that of a creation of man, or that Adam was the
first man; that of the mission of the prophets, or
the existence of God.

The Dai was to reveal the engagements he had
taken “ neither in life nor in death, neither by force
nor freely, neither in the hope of good nor the fear of
evil, neither in affliction nor in prosperity, neither to
cain an end nor to avoid a loss, and you shall appear
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before God (man-God?) carrying with you the
secret, and faithfully guarding this deposit accord-
ing to the conditions of the present engagement.”

The following are extracts from the Druze Cate-
chism :—

Q. “ Who are the three Preachers?

A. John, Mark and Matthew. (These names
supposed to be symbolical of the three Preachers;
the Soul, the Word and the Precedent.)

(). In what consists the preaching ?

A. They announced the advent of the true Mes-
siah.

(). Who announced the Gospel?

A. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

(). How will each class be subdivided ? (at the
Day of Judgment.)

A. Amongst the sects. The Christians are the
Nosairies and the Moutawelis, &c.

@. Why do we commend the Gospel ?

A. To glorify Alkaim-biamr-allah, who is the
the same as Hamza, for it is he who taught the
Gospel. Also we must approve before men what-
ever religion they profess. Moreover the Gospel
is founded on Divine Wisdom, and allegorically
figures the Unitarian faith.

(Then a true Messiah, is represented as among
the disciples of the false Messiah the son of Joseph.
But he allowed the Christians to be deceived.)

Q. Why did he thus deceive the Infidels?

A. That the Unitarians (Druzes) might remain
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concealed under the mask of the religion of the
Messiak and that no one might know them.

(On the return of Hakim, Mussulmans and Chris-
tians are to pay Charatch to Druzes.)

(. How do we distinguish a brother on meeting
him or when he comes as one of us?

A. After compliments we say, “ Do the labourers
in your country sow the seed of Myrobolan?” If he
answers ¢ Yes, it is sown in the hearts of the be-
lievers ;” then we question him on the knowledge of
the Ministers, and if he can answer we know him
for our brother.

The date of the Druze religion is A.m. 410—
A.D. 1043; that of the Nosairi is A.H. 270—
A.D. 899. The former is supposed to have taken
their origin from Hakim the Third, whom they
recognized as God. Yet the two sects are so inti-
mately connected, that Mana, who is the first person
in the Trinity of the Nosairi, is used amongst the
Druzes to represent the ¢ internal sense” of their
dogmas. The Nosairi and the Karmates are the
same ; and the Prophet of the latter professes to be
sent from the Messiah, who is Jesus, who is the
Word. Niebuhr mentions a Nosairi Catechism,
which he had heard of, but could not obtain.
M. Katafago, of Beyrout, has recently obtained it ;
and from him I have had a translation. There is a
close resemblance to that of the Druzes, but it draws
nearer to Christianity. They have the Trinity ; also
a mass, in which they parody the Sacrament, omit-
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ting the words of Christ, “ My blood is shed for
you,” and make it the sign of the blood to be shed
for the true religion. They keep the festival of the
Nativity, and hold the immaculate conception of
the Virgin.

The civil wars in the Lebanon have brought to
light all the Druze writings: nothing has been
added to the collection sent home by Niebuhr, and
which have been used by De Sacy in his treatise.
From the catalogue of Letters which he appends I
extract a notice or two, which throw light upon the
then condition of the country.

No. 50 is a letter addressed to several Dais of the
Tenhouk family.

Nos. 53, 54 and 55 are addressed as to Christians.

No. 85 addressed to the people of Syrin some
months after the death of Hakim, promising his re-
appearance.

No. 57, bearing date of A.m. 425, a letter of
Moktana to the inhabitants of Lebanon, Antioch,
and part of Syria and Mesopotamia, complaining of
false doctrines and impostures.

No. 84 (a.H. 427), letter of Moktana, denouncing
the blasphemies of Mohala, who taught promis-
cuous intercourse, such as was practised amongst
the Nosairi. Moktana repeatedly reproaches the
Christians with falling off to Judaism and Maho-
medanism. IHe addresses them as an assembly of
saints. There are many coincidences with the
Mormons.
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The name of Druze is supposed to come from a
certain Darazi, never mentioned in these writings,
who, in Egypt, raised a religious commotion, at-
tempted to set up El Hakim as God, and was
soon after thrown into prison, and put to death.
Elmacin, after repeating the adventures of Darazi,
says, “Thus was formed the sect of the Darazi,
which became celebrated among men: the places
where they are most numerous are Wadi Hin
(Waddy al Teim), Tyre, Sidon, the mountain of
Beyruth, and the adjoining places of Syria.”

If the name had been derived from the man, the
ordinary rule of such formation would have been
followed, it would have been Darazieh. But the
proximity which here appears is only obtained by
changing the word ; the sect is not called Darazi,
but Durzi. The name cannot, therefore, come from
Darazi; nor is there any evidence that he ever was
in Syria; but, on the contrary, there is evidence
that he never was there. The statement of Aboul
Mahasen, that Hakim sent him to Syria in the year
408, is that of a stranger, and on hearsay. The
writings of the Durzi themselves furnish more trust-
worthy testimony. From them it nowhere appears
that Darazi was in Syria, and it could not fail to be
mentioned had he been there. His death occurred
in 410, when, with many of his followers, he was
beheaded in Cairo. He must have, then, visited
Syria between 408 and 410; but in 408 he was at
open war with Hamza. The contest continued until
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he lost his life. It is not then likely that he should
have been sent to Syria; or had he gone there, and
been successful, was it likely that he should have
returned to Egypt. But had it been possible for
him in this interval, and under those circumstances,
to have propagated his doctrine in Syria, and to
have acquired such a mastery that the professors
should be known by his name, how should it happen
that Hamza, in writing to the Syrians, should never
allude to it, or that it should not be alluded to
in the numerous letters above referred to? When
the visit of Fakreddeen to the court of the Medici
first gave currency to the name of Druze, the re-
semblance of sound caused the absurd derivation
from the Count de Dreux to be for a time accepted
by the learned in Lurope. There is no more foun-
dation for the etymology which is to-day universally
accepted by those who reject the other as puerile and
fantastic. Whence, then, is the word derived?

To any one conversant with the learned in the
East, a very simple derivation will at once suggest
itself. Tersi and Ders are words familiarly spoken
when abstruse conversation or instruction is implied.
Muderris is the name for “ teacher,” and the Arabic
root which is now translated “ to initiate” offers the
same letters. The characteristics D, R, S, are to
be found in various literal and grammatical combina-
tions representing “school,” “instruction” and “ini-
tiation.” This class of sectarians represented them-
selves as “ the Professors,” ¢ the Instructed,” and
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“the Initiated.” Durzi and Darazi I therefore
take to have been terms in general use which came
to be appropriated to the followers of Hamza, in
default of any specific name. Common expressions
not unfrequently come to be so converted into a
name, of which we have example in “ Protestants.”

The religion of Durzi has an historic value, in
the absence of other records, in this; that it was a
change which occurred at one period only. Spread
by the most active and systematic proselytism it
comes suddenly into being, and then as suddenly
stops short.

There are religions of place or race, and religions
of doctrine; the first have no thought of proselytism,
the second exist only by it. When each people had
its belief, and each land its gods, creeds differed as
languages, or were subdivided as districts; and no
more were controversies awakened by their admix-
ture than by the simultaneous use of different tongues
and grammars. Religions of dogma assail every
other faith, and their extension is of necessity
attended with those animosities which have infused
the bitterest part in the cup of human suffering. In
the Lebanon two dogmatic religions have coexisted
for eight centuries, without having been accompa-
nied with the slightest taint of religious discord,
and one of the religions was at that period intro-
duced as a novel relief. No where else has such a
state of things been seen, and it is difficult to con-
ceive how it could exist.
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When fresh in the country, and under the im-
pressions prevailing in Europe as to the mutual
animosities of the Druzes and Maronites, the follow-
ing words were addressed to me by a Druze Sheik,
Said Jumbellat: “I have been thinking what I
could tell you that would interest you most, and it
is this :—the Druzes love the Maronites, and the
Maronites the Druzes, because of religion. He who
has become in the beginning Druze has become
Druze, but no more can become Druze. We do not
want to take away from the Maronites. We do
not like to see their daughters married to Mussul-
mans, or themselves becoming Mussulmans, from
whom they must not malke converts, and who make
converts from them.” This licht I did not fail to
use in the study of the past. I remained satisfied
that Said Bey had put his finger on the point most
interesting to a stranger, as being the chief error
entertained and spread respecting the condition of
the country. Not only have religious discords been
wanting, but the difference between the two religions
has been a bond between the two people; for each
severally is as a religious body, the object of attaclk,
suspicion, or contempt to every other religious
body without the pale of the mountain. This would
be incomprehensible if Druzism had entered under
the cloak of Islam, whether as addressed to a pre-
existing Mussulman population, or as a population
of Druzes already converted.

Considering the case historically, it is to be in-

E
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ferred that Druzism must have been preached to
" Christians, a conclusion which its intrinsic character
sustains. The Druzes revile Mahomet,* and have
substituted for the Koran a book of their own,
called “ Destour ;” this is not and never was a se-
cret, however their dogmas may be.  They are not
circumcised, and practise in no respect the ceremonies
of Islam. No Druze wears the green turban, a
distinction which would not have been resigned had
they been schismatics from Islam. They marry
only one wife. Where dress is not subject to change
by fashion at home or imitation from abroad, the
form and colours of the clothing of a people become
historical evidence equal to any that bronze or
granite can supply. Druze and Maronite wear the
same costume.

That most striking and peculiar ornament, the
Tantour, which only belongs to this race, and has
belonged to them from the very earliest stages of
society, is common to both. It cannot for a mo-
ment be supposed that this distinction should have
been imposed by the conquerors upon the conquered ;
still less that it should have been adopted from them.}
Again, could it be that down to the middle of the
last century, we should never so much as have
heard of the distinction between Christian and

* ¢ Surrounded by the Mahomedans, in whom their doctrines
of necessity excited horror.” De Sacy, T. 11. p. 529.

t The Tantoura has recently been excommunicated by the
Maronite Patriarch as a symbol of idolatry!
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Druze, if the Druzes had intruded themselves upon
the Maronite country.

But the strongest evidence of its Christian origin
is to be found in the legal view taken by the Mus-
sulman Courts, and I am astonished that this point
should have been overlooked by those who have
written upon the subject. The Druzes, supposing
them to have been originally Mussulmans, were
either renegades, and must have been pursued as
guilty of a capital offence, which in no time has
Islam suffered to go unpunished, or they remained
Mussulmans ; in which case they would continue to
be so held to the present time. But the Courts of
law have always treated them as not belonging to
Islam; and a Fetvah was rendered at Beyrouth,
on the occasion of the conversion of a Druze to
Christianity, to the effect that a Druze might freely
become a Christian.

At first in Egypt it was a schism of Islam; it
then proceeded to infidelity, and was cast out of
Islam. In the latter form it reached Syria, and
after it had been utterly extinguished elsewhere.
Then it appeared as the enemy, alike of Islam
and of Christianity ; precisely on that account did
it find favour ; it had no other claim. Let us ima-
gine Druze missionaries preaching disbelief in the
two then contending creeds, and making converts
on whom secresy was enjoined ; these divided into
two classes, one being the initiated : and recollecting
that the Christian faith was that of the Greek Em-

E 2
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pire, at the time detested by the mountaineers
scarcely less than the Saracenic —then the whole case
becomes clear. The secession was concealed, the
neophytes cautious, and the result of the conversion
neutrality in religion as hitherto in politics. How
otherwise explain the phenomenon of a religion
spread by a missionary system, and, so soon as es-
tablished, ceasing to proselytise.

Nothing is more simple than the operation itself.
It is the perception of it that is difficult, because of
our notions. We only see in religious conversions
the influence of argument and the action of indivi-
duals, being removed from the period in our own
country when conversion was effected in the mass.
In such cases the result is determined by political
circumstances acting upon the dispositions of men.

Many other mistakes, besides this one, arise out of
the erroneous supposition that men think. Thought
must imply success, not attempt ; and requires quali-
fications and powers so extensive and high, that
their coincidence and exercise must be the rarest of
events in the history of the world. The operation
is a solitary one—is an abstracted one. Movements
of men belong to another order, and are determined
by their own character ; that is, frivolity and pas-
sion. I have myself been present on the eastern
borders of the Black Sea, at the anniversary in a
Mussulman tribe of its entire conversion in one day
from Christianity a few years before. This was
within the limits of the Ottoman Empire, the laxity
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of whose political bonds prevents it from suffering
from the obloquy of Government. The apostasy was
here determined, on the one hand, by the desire to
exclude Russian emissaries ; on the other, to con-
ciliate the support of the Turkish Government. At
the same time the character of Christianity was
lowered by its being represented in their eyes by the
Russian Government, and that of Islam raised as
being represented to them by a Government— that
of Constantinople— which neither schemed nor in-
trigued. Further to the north, similar cases have
produced the same result on that other memorable
mountain — the Caucasus, where Christianity has
disappeared in proportion as the pressure of Russia
has increased.

In like manner it can be understood how the
Maronites of the Lebanon were ready to embrace a
belief because it was neither that of the Empire by
which it was assailed —the Mussulman—nor that of
the Empire—the Christian—by which it was be-
trayed. We may also expect this proselytism in-
stantly to cease when the causes are removed ; that
is to say, when another actor appears on the stage
and causes Byzantine and Saracen alike to be for-
gotten. Such an actor did appear, and Maronite
and Druze reverted to their original harmony, not-
withstanding that they did now profess two different
creeds.

The above conclusions I further sought to test by
the criticism of those Euroneans settled in Syria who
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interest themselves in such matters; that is, the
Missionaries. With all the available knowledge and
disposition, they were unable to controvert any of
the foregoing statements or arguments; their oppo-
sition confined itself to some trifling objections.
First, that there is a discrepancy between the lan-
guage of the Druzes and Maronites; secondly, that
the character of the two people is dissimilar; thirdly,
that the Druzes preserve the Mussulman names.
To these I reply ; first, that there is no difference
in the language except as flowing from the differ-
ence of the two religions; the Druzes adopting
Arabic terms, the Maronites holding to the Syriac
as their Church tongue, and indeed commonly
speaking it until a century ago. Secondly, the
difterence of character was thus described to me by
one of the Missionaries themselves; ¢“the Druzes
have some good points, the Maronites have none.”
The difference that does exist I explain in this way :
the Maronites through their connection with Rome
became at an earlier period than the Druzes
corrupted by foreign influence. The Druzes
isolated from the world had to rely on themselves.
Thirdly, as to names ; if the Druze is to be held a
Mussulman because he bears the name of Achmet,
how have we a Bishop Halil and an Emir Hyder,
Christians? The peculiar and striking feature of
this country, the absence of all distinction, as con-
nected with religion, in dress, form of salutation and
social station, is manifested no less in proper names,
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Those fifty places which I have already adduced, as
giving by their Syriac etymology the disproof of an
Arab conquest, lie immediately around the present
capital of the Druzes, Deir El Cammar. And as
amongst these, some Arabic names have been intro-
duced which are descriptive and applying to places
of recent origin, so in regard to the names of men,
a slight modification has in recent times taken place,
such as this. A Christian will not give to his child
the name of Mahomet or Achmet, from a peculiar
aversion to that name, since religious animosities
have sprung up; just as the neighbouring Mussul-
man, when he has given that name to his child, ad-
dresses him as Sidi, even though an infant.

The case we have been here examining is as a
proposition of FEuclid, which rests not on a narrative
or a description, but on inevitable deduction. That
which had to be demonstrated, in order that any
event of the Lebanon past or present might be
apprehended is—that Druze and Maronite is one
people. That has been demonstrated.
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CHAPTER VII.

NEUTRALITY DURING THE CRUSADELS.

WE have now arrived at the period of the long
convulsion of Syria from the Crusades. In the
centre of this storm stood the Lebanon, and it is to
be expected that ahove all other countries, it should
have been thereby torn and shattered. But on the
contrary we find it passing through this epoch,
motionless within, undisturbed from without. Its
inhabitants looked down on hosts marching through
in the confidence of victory, or flying in the panic
of defeat. To them it was only a spectacle.
Seated on their endless amphitheatres they could
watch the struggles of the Iast and the West, and
note their very countenances. Time cannot afford
a similar example of neutrality and spectatorship so
close, unimpassioned, unexpected and entire.

This iron stream for more than two centuries
- poured over the Taurus, and issued from the sea.
It surged and raged around without overpassing
the abutments of the Lebanon. The Crusaders
sought in every nook and cranny throughout Syria,
Christians to enrol and Mussulmans to extermi-
nate. Wherever there was a castle, when in strength,
they assaulted it; and in discomfiture, wherever
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there was a sheltering rock or pass, they claimed
its protection. But in the Lebanon they found
neither victim nor ally ; neither fortress to assail,
nor fastness to protect; and followed the highway,
whether victorious or vanquished, without ventur-
ing into the fields, as a turnpike road is followed
by a dray.

At this time the Mirdite popnlation was not con-
fined to the limits of Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon
the Hauran and the Ledja, but extended on the
north to regions and positions, scarcely less impor-
tant for the Crusaders, if they could have impinged
upon them. These were the mountain ranges above
Aleppo, which crossed the path of the Crusaders
into Syria.

At the close of these two centuries, during
which the world was filled with Syria, and we hear
nothing of the Lebanon, an event occurred which
throws a prospective light upon the circumstances of
this happy obscurity. The Crusaders were finally
driven out in 1302. Three or four years after, a
trifling disembarkation took place of Christians at
the mouth of the Damour, near Beyrouth, these were
speedily repulsed by the people of the Lebanon.
But the Sultan of Damascus, either misinformed or
no longer constrained to respect the neutrality of
the Lebanon, charged the Mirdites with having
invited their co-religionaries, and sent his lieute-
nant, Accoush El Essem, to punish them. A great
battle took place at Rabbellias, in the B’kkaa, in
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which the troops of the Sultan were utterly defeated.
A commotion was excited in consequence at Da-
mascus, and to allay the storm a fetva was obtained
by the Sultan from the Mufti, legalising the war
on the false grounds that the Christians had been
the aggressors. A fetva is a judicial decision ren-
dered on a statement of the case impersonally made
on the part of the executive ; that is to say, the case
is stated without names. In this instance the state-
ment would have been as follows : ¢ M. is at peace
with the Sultan of Damascus. N. is the enemy of
the Sultan of Damascus. M. invites N. to land on
his coast. Is it lawful to draw the sword against
M.?” The terms of the fetva would be, “ The sword
may be drawn against M.” This fetva proves that
up to that time, that is to say, during the Crusades,
no war existed between the people of the Lebanon
and the Saracens. The transaction itself further
shows that it was mnot because the Lebanon was
uninhabited that it was either unheard of or unoc-
cupied.

The retreat of the Christians had left the success-
ful party in undisturbed possession, but with a vast
accumulative mass of warlike means; troops which
had to be dishanded ; and predatory hordes of Tur-
comans collected from far and near, filled with the
lust of vengeance, and the love of plunder. The
Lebanon presented a virgin soil, and had inflicted
a disgrace on the Mussulman arms which had to
be wiped out. The Mussulman historians narrate
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that ample vengeance was taken; that its terraces
were ravaged, its monasteries sacked, and its people
dispersed. That this is an exaggeration is shown by
the insignificance of the results, which amounted
merely to the establishment of a small tribe of
Turcomans, in Kesroan.  Taking together the
narrative and the event, we may conclude that the
Saracens were desirous but not able to subdue the
Lebanon. And if they failed in the hour of victory,
and with the forces in hand with which they had
expelled the Christians, we may infer that the
strength of the Lebanon was not inferior in the
fourteenth century to what it had been between the
seventh and tenth, when it resisted almost single-
handed the pristine vigour of the Caliphate.

The most instructive portion of this incident still
remaing to be told. When the Mirdites met the
Mussulman troops of Damascus at Rabbellias, they
were themselves commanded by two Mussulmans,
the Emirs Fakreddeen, and Shemsheddeen.

If, during the Crusades, the Mirdites were not at
war with the Mussulmans, it follows that they were
not at war with the Christians. Though mentioned
by the Christian writers, and especially by William
of Tyre, as a powerful and warlike Christian nation,
they are nowhere spoken of as allies of the Crusaders,
nor are they spoken of as their enemies.t What

* This Turcoman tribe was someway connected with the Beni
Assaph, but my notes on the subject are indistinct and illegible.

+ William of Tyre, writing in 1111, says that Tancred appealed
in vain to “ the Christians of the mountains.”
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is said of them is sufficiently erroneous to prove
the absence of so much as intercourse, for they are
called Monophysites, and their name of Maronite is
explained as being derived from that heresy, which
is exactly the reverse of the truth: they were not
Monophysites, and the name of Maron was known
only in opposition to that heresy. Upon this ima-
ginary schism is based the fable of their apocryphal
conversion to the Church of Rome. It is, however,
not only possible, but even probable, that some por-
tion of that population which had come to receive
the name of Maronite had adopted the Monophysite
heresy; and, being expelled, sought to connect them-
selves by a renunciation with the Franks, which
would give colour to the story. Or the same thing
may have happened with the Druzes, who at one
time had a common name with the Monophysites—
namely, Unitarians: a term originally designating,
not a disbelief in two of the persons of the Trinity,
but a belief in the one nature of Christ.

It now remains for us to discover why the Lebanon,
at war with the Saracens from their first appearance
in Syria down to the Crusades, should have put an
end to that warfare, and assumed a position of in-
flexible neutrality, from the moment that a powerful
enemy of their own creed appeared upon the scene.
That cause is not difficult to find. It requires but to
recall the circumstances—those circumstances which
I have already narrated—at once to perceive it. It
is the introduction of the Druze religion.



NEUTRALITY DURING THE CRUSADES. 01

If my explanation of the otherwise inexplicable
success of that monstrous and ridiculous infatuation
be correct—namely, the loathing of the Mirdites for
the Byzantine Empire, and their hatred against the
Caliphate—it would follow that, upon the removal
of these causes, the effect should cease. The causes
were removed by the appearance of the Crusaders
upon the stage. In the immediate danger, remoter
fears and passions were forgotten. Conversion to
Druzism immediately ceased ; proselytism by Druzes
was immediately suspended. The object now was to
set at rest the schism of the garrison for the defence
of the fortress.
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CHAPTER VIIIL

MUSSULMAN PRINCES INTRODUCED.

THE harmony of the garrison was not to be ob-
tained by renunciation. The Moarni could not say
to the Durzi, “ renounce your new imposture;”’ nor
the Durzi to the Moarni, “ give up your old belief.”
It was enough that the Druze should be satisfied to
remain as he was, and that the Maronite should be
content to remain as he was; that neither should
incommode the other on the score of doctrine, and
abstain from indulging in the luxuries of proselytism.
This neutrality, however, could neither be expected
nor trusted in, whilst the administrative superiority
remained with one of the sects. As to the differences
in regard to belief, the Druzes had all the advan-
tage, being engaged in a course of triumphant
proselytism. But the Maronites still held in their
hands the supreme administration ; and to establish
the balance, equal sacrifices were required, were
possible, were made. It was necessary that the
Druzes should cease to proselytize; it was possible
for them to do so: they did so. It was pecessary
that the Christians should surrender the Princedom ;
and, unless they had done so, the Druzes would not
have ceased to proselytize : they did do so. But if
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the Maronites resigned the Princedom, it was not
that the Druzes should usurp it. The condition and
seal of the union of the garrison was, that now and
henceforth neither Druze nor Maronite should rule
in the Lebanon. They had to call in a stranger,
and to constitute that stranger Prince; and they
did so. They called in an Arab of the house of
Tenhouk, and made him Ruler over them. Never-
theless, the ancient rule against the admission of
strangers was held, with the exception of the Prince,
as strictly as ever.

Thus fell the ancient, simple, and patriarchal
constitution of a people dating back its line beyond
all history and all tradition; and that not by a
revolution, but by a logical argument, in the view
of averting prospective danger. It was effected in the
midst of internal schism and external convulsions,
calculated to perplex the judgment of the wisest men,
and to overthrow the prosperity of the most formid-
able state. The success it merited crowned the
performance ; and at this interval of time, without
a document, annotation, or trace of any description,
not inferential, we can embody in thought, and
place before us in imagination, the Council of Elders,
examining their position, weighing the arguments
on either side, settling the plans for the future,
imposing self-sacrifices on the passions of the sec-
taries and the ambition of the Princes, and listening
to the patriotic outpourings of zelots surrendering
their fervour, and Emirs deposing on the altar of
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their country, their station and their power. That
such scenes have not unfrequently occurred in the
history of the human race, the written records of
that history cannot always efface, and very often
imply. DBut such occurrences belong not to the
period during which history has become precise ;
when within that period such things happen, history
trembles to record them, lest itself should not be
believed.

If the circumstances, as I assume them to be, of
the first election are questioned, at least no doubt
can exist in reference to the introduction of the two
princely houses which followed the Tenhouk. On
both which occasions, the people supplied the lost
line by the elevation, neither of a Druze nor a
Maronite, but by the election of a foreigner and a
Mussulman. The last of these occurred at an in-
terval of seven centuries; and during tue whole
course of this time, the purpose of the selection was
secured. No religious dissension arose; no spirit
of proselytism re-awakened. The names of Druze
and Maronite are utterly ignored ; the people are
always designated by their districts, the Princes by
their names. When factions appear, in the early
stage they bear names which descend from Pagan
times, and which were common throughout Syria
(Yeminé and Caisié). In times nearer to our own,
they are replaced by Jumbellati and Yezbecki, de-
rived from a local feud, in which Druzes and Maro-
nites are indiscriminately arrayed on both sides.
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That to appertain to neither Druze nor Maronite,
nor to the mountain itself, must have been the con-
dition of the possession of the supreme power at all
times, I know from my own experience; for, even
in private communication, sincerity and confidence
are out of the question, except with a stranger. And
if the stranger be himself not competent to hold
intercourse with them directly, his interpreter must
be neither Druze nor Maronite; he must of neces-
sity be a stranger and of strangers—if possible, a
Mussulman.

By placing the chief authority in the hands of a
Mussulman, they, during the Crusades, secured
themselves hoth against the attacks of the Saracens
and the solicitations of the Crusaders. Christian and
Druze obeyed alike a Mussulman leader; avoided
taking part in a Mussulman combination ; and op-
posed in common an invading Christian host.

THE LINE OF TENHOUK.

Abul Feda wentions the Tenhouk as a Christian
branch of the tribe Elnaman Ben Menzir, who “first
inbabited the Christian principality of Hiré, and
built large churches in the country occupied by his
tribe.” Hiré, now Meschid Ali, was the celebrated
Christian kingdom of Chaldea, which the exploits
of Antar have rendered classic ground. After the
slaughter of Nocuan, king of Hiré, by Parviz, son
of Calzias, his brother or nephew fled first to Moarré,

T
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and thence to the Lebanon: the family soon after-
wards appear as hereditary princes, settled at Abaye,
overlooking the plain of Beyrouth, which was one of
the successive capitals of the Lebanon.

It was upon this prince, who combined a royal
descent with personal destitution, that doubtless the
election of the mountaineers had fallen. The family
settled at Abaye were Mussulmans, but being
originally Christians, it is to be inferred that, like
" Henry IV., they renounced their faith for a sceptre.
This is further confirmed by two incidents. Amongst
the Druze writings there are letters addressed to
the Tenhouk as Christians. And when the Mussul-
man branch of the Tenhouk was shortly afterwards
cut off, and a new election made, it was not a
Tenhouk that was raised to the princedom, but a
stranger ; the Tenhouk remaining in the country,
and standing pre-eminent as a Druze family.

The princely branch of the Tenhouk came to their
end, not by natural extinction or by internal con-
vulsion. At the close of the eleventh century,
Daher, of the Metuali family still established at
Baalbec, was in possession of Beyrout. He lost
it to the Crusaders; who, seeking to extend their
conquests, and doubtless attributing the resistance
they met with in the Lebanon to the presence of a
Mussulman chief, conceived the plan of effecting by
treachery what they could not by force. The Prince
and bis family were invited from the neighbouring
Abaye to a grand feast at Beyrout. They accepted
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the invitation, and the whole, while seated at the

Christian table, were massacred. A child named

Dgemaleddeen is mentioned as the sole survivor;

which must mean the sole Mussulman survivor, as

distinguished from the Tenhouk who had remained

Christian and had become Druze. This act of
treachery did not bear the fruits which the Christians

expected from it. Their designs against the moun-

tain were in no ways advanced, and the mountaineers

were only put to the trouble of a new election,—a

child being unequal to the cares and toils of govern-"
ment at such a moment.

THE MAAN.

The next election fell upon a race no less distin-
guished and no less unfortunate, equally combining
royal descent and personal destitution. The Emir
Youunis was first or second cousin, through a marriage
of his father, to the slaughtered Tenhouk Prince.
He traced through Ayoub, the founder of the
Ayoubites, back to the Beni Rebbia. Saladin was
a collateral of the same line. In consequence of a
Desert feud, the Beni Rebbia had originally migrated
into Mesopotamia, and had thence wandered under
the Emir Rabin to the neighbourhood of Aleppo.
His son, the Emir Maan, from whom the patronymic
is derived, engaged in warfare with the Frank pos-
sessors of Antioch. He was celebrated as a warrior ;
but fortune proving adverse, he had to fly, and retired

F 2
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to the B’kkaa, whence, contracting a marriage with
the Tenhouk, an asylom was offered to him at
Baklin in the Shouf. His son Younis was there-
fore a most eligible candidate ready to their hands,
being allied to the extinct family, and being more-
over n Mussulman by descent. His successors
ruled the Lebanon uninterruptedly down to the year
1694 ; that is for above six centuries ; continuing in
fact in that country the royal line of the Ayoubites,
which had already disappeared from the rest of
"Syria and Egypt. It was two of his descendants
who commanded the Mirdites in the battle of Rab-
belias against the troops of the Sultan of Damascus
in 1306.

A member of the house of Shaah, named Emir
Hyder, has in the beginning of this century com-
piled a history of his country from native sources.
His account of the introduction of the Maan, differ-
ing in every point from that which I have given,
will, however, be found on critical examination
entirely to confirm it. At all events it is incumbent
on me to reproduce the passage, adding thereto the
comments which it suggests.

After mentioning the wandering of the Maan
and bringing them to the neighbourhood of Baal-
bec in the Bkkaa, he proceeds. “ Whilst there this
tribe received orders from Noureddin to establish
itself on the summit of the mountains which divided
that valley from the sea coast, in the towns of
which the Christians had established themselves ;
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and having so fortified itself, to harass them by
continual incursions. The Emir Maan obeyed,
abandoned the fertile Bkkaa, crossed into the Le-
banon, established himself in Shouf, then a desert
country. Nearer the shore there was the Mussul-
man tribe of Tenhouk charged by Noureddin with
the defence of the mouths of the Damour ; its chiefs
lived at Abaye, and rejoicing at the arrival of these
new allies, sent them masons to build houses for
them. The Emir Maan perceiving the inconve-
nience of tents in these lofty mountains, often covered
with snow, accepted these offers, and caused his
whole tribe to abandon the use of tents. This prac-
tice became general, and the fugitives from the
neighbourhood of Antioch, and of the other coun-
tries occupied by the Franks, assembled in Shouf
and covered it with villages.”

That a weak tribe already expelled by the Franks,
was to new settle an important district as a barrier
to them, is not more conceivable than that that dis-
trict should be deserted. Nor is it more unlikely that
the Sultan of Damascus should have confided to
them this charge, than that they, on his mere order,
should have abandoned the fertile plains of the
Bkkaa, had they been established there as a tribe, to
commence a new manner of life, without grain, and
by sacrificing their sole subsistence and wealth—
cattle. The conversion of the Arab from the no-
made to the settled life does occur, but not in this
fashion ; and there is no similar case in all their
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history. Besides if this Mussulman population was
then introduced, it is very strange that no remnant
of it should be left, and with these stone-masons,
that no mosque has been erected, for at least its
ruins would have stood as a record. Independently
of all this, where were the hundred thousand war-
riors mentioned by William of Tyre; namely, the
forty thousand Maronites, and the sixty thousand
Ismaélians, if the Lebanon were uninhabited?
Geography, however, furnishes the most complete
and simple refutation of this supposititious Mussul-
man colonization. The assumed colonists were
Arabs ; their settlements must therefore have borne
Arabic names; the Arabic is now the common
tongue, having been gradually introduced during
the last eight centuries. The Shouf contains fifty
places ; of these thirty are pure Syriac, three uncer-
tain, and seven only are Arabic. As the whole
scheme of Government rests on the absence of con-
quest and colonization, and as this argument is con-
clusive, I subjoin in a note the names of the towns
and villages of Shouf, classifying them.*

* SyrIac.

t Baklin t Abaye Amanoub
Ambal Shimlan Aineb
Amatour Alich Ainelsebeh
Aincana Araya Tfoun
Niha Gaiboun Selfaia
Aramoun Bceouara Rumbana

1t The two successive capitals.
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The Emir Hyder wrote at a period when notions
had penetrated from the West incompatible with
the social condition which he had to record-
He belonged to a family which by conversion to one
of the two sects had falsified its own claim to the
Princedom, and by the subsequent retention of
power had upset the constitution of the country.
He has therefore falsified events, partly by inability
to understand them, partly by the necessity belong-
ing to the condition of religious imposture which
was that of his family. Election by a united people
of Druze and Maronite it was impossible for him to
conceive, and the forfeiture of his house by its apos-
tacy it was his business to conceal. Nor did it re-
quire such inducements for a weak man holding the
pen, to fall upon that easy expedient in all causes of
difficult judgment—conquest by the sword.

The next family came in only at the end of the
seventeenth century, yet as their establishment

Chertoun Barouk ARABIC.
Aintrez Bmochrai El Maasin
Rishmaia Gibea Muchtara

Ubptetir Butne Jedeidé (new vil-
Pamdoun Amouzei lage.)

Medgelbana Bakaoun Misherfi (command-
Bidghan Jezzin ing.)

Sharoun Runlieh (sandy)
Yazmid UNCERTAIN. Waddy Sit (Valley
Andara of the Lady.)
Midgilmous Aitat Chraibe, (Ruin)
Briah Angalté Magraa (village)
Betloun Urchanié Garifé
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within the precincts of the Lebanon as subordinate
feudatories took place at a short interval, I may here,
in anticipation of their future elevation, introduce
them.

THE SHAAB.

The Shaab descend from the great family of the
Koreish. They formed part of the first expedition
against Damascus, A. H. 23, where they appeared as
the Beni Makzoum of the Hedjaz under the Emir
Marith and his son Malek, followers of Abu
Obeidah.  After the capture of Damascus the
Caliph Omar confided to the Emir Malek the com-
mand of the Hauran, through which the communi-
cations had to be kept open with the Hedjaz.
From Saba in that district the patronymic of Shaab
was derived : there they pastured their flocks during
five centuries and a half. On the rupture between
Saladin and Noureddin Sultan of Aleppo, they
were obliged to fly, and in 1205 (A. H. 568) they
found refuge in the Waddy el Teim, their family
having in the previous century formed an alliance
with the family of Maan of Abaye.

The annalist Emir Hyder, in narrating' the first
appearance of his own family in the Lebanon, may
be expected to indulge in even greater exaggeration
than in speaking of the Maan. His account is as
follows.

“The removal of the Beni Shaab to the neigh-
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bourhood -of the Lebanon was occasioned by their
known partizanship with Saladin. The Emir held
a council of the wise men of the tribe, and its una-
nimous decision was to remain neuter in the war be-
tween Noureddin and Saladin. This they could not
do in the Hauran, and they determined to remove to
the valley which separates the Lebanon from the
Anti-Lebanon.

“Sultan Noureddin sent to offer them a refuge
in the city of Damascus. They answered that
they would remain neutral between the Mussul-
mans, but would be always ready to join them
against the Christians; that they could not accept
his offer to dwell in the city of Damascus, for their
manner of life was under the tent.

“The Franks (Crusaders) held Hashbaya, and
had filled it with troops and implements of war.
Alarmed at the appearance of this new enemy, and
sending for aid to the garrison of Iskif, they
marched against them, and rushed upon them from
the mountains like clouds of locusts. The Shaab
met their foes with equal valour and impetuosity,
and their chief, the Emir Murked, being of a poetic
turn encouraged his adherents by a distich.

“ The battle field is the only repose for my hate.

“The sword is drawn for the brightness of the congregation of
Islam.”

¥ After the loss of five thousand men, the Franks
withdrew into Hashbaya, which the Shaab besieged ;
and notwithstanding the masses of rock, and the
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showers of arrows which the engines of the besieged
cast upon them, after a few days stormed the place.
Five hundred Crusaders were put to the sword ; the
remainder of the population was reduced to slavery ;
each Emir had for his share ten men and five women.
The heads of the garrison were sent to Damascus,
and Sultan Noureddin conferred on the Emir the
government of the country which he had conquered.”

Had he spoken of the Bkkaa generally, and not
specially of Waddy el Teim, we could not have
critically denied the accuracy of the statement; but
the Waddy Teim is limited alike in length and
breadth. On the east rises the Gebel El Sheik,
and on the west a long sharp ridge : the furthest
extent to which this narrow slip can be drawn out
is fifteen miles. Of these fifty or sixty square miles,
a small portion only is fit for pasturage, and the
mountains rise abruptly on all sides. Iortunately
an Arab tribe requires for its cattle an amount of
provender which makes the movements of large
bodies a most difficult affair. The body of nomades
assumed to have followed the standard of Emir
Munked would have required the plain of Tiberias
to the south, or that of the Bkkaa to the north for
pasturage. This is to suppose that these regions had
been overran and conquered ; if so that act would
have been stated, and the historian would not have
narrowed down to the paltry though beautiful valley
of the Teim, the greatness and the prowess of his
house. Hashbaya, as its remains attest, had been
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at some time in possession of the Crusaders. How
they lost it, does not appear; it is not so much as
mentioned in the works on the Crusades which I
have had the opportunity of consulting. Emir Hyder
states that at the same time Rashaya fell into the
hands of the Shaab, which is confirmed by the exist-
ence to this day of the same family as ruling it—not
as a tribe inhabiting it. It is remarkable that during
680 years this branch of the Shaab should have
uninterruptedly governed the valley of Teim, amid
all the ordinary mutations of life and fortune and
the peculiar perils incidental to this land.” With
this permanency of the family is it not to be ex-
pected thati the tribe itself, if there had ever been
one, would have endured? If we put aside the story
of the tribe, then the elevation of the Shaab family
in the Anti-Lebanon is explained by the same state
of things which raised the family of Maan in the
Lebanon ; namely, a mixed Maronite and Druze
population. The Emir Younis is represented as re-
joicing greatly at the arrival and triumph of the
Beni Shaab, and as going to Hashbaya to congra-
tulate them; the Emir Munked in turn visits Baklin,
already become the seat of the Maan, and spends a
month there; and the two families are allied by
marriage.

These Mussulman Princes remain equally neuter
in all subsequent feuds of the Mussulmans; they re-
sist a subsequent attempt of Christians to retake
Hashbaya. Neither Maan nor Shaab appear how-
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ever at the great gathering of Saladin on the lake
of Tiberias, so soon followed by the catastrophe of
Hattin. The house of Shaab held patriarchal sway
in the Hedjaz for three centuries before it entered
Syria. It maintained a princely independence in
the Hauran for five hundred and sixty years, before
they were called by the failure of the Maan to the
government of the Lebanon in 1694.  They ruled
it down to 1841, or one hundred and forty-seven
years. The family now numbers eighty-two indivi-
duals; it traces its ancestry back fifteen centuries.



CHAPTER IX.

FROM THE CRUSADES TO THE RISE OF THE
OTTOMAN POWER.

BrrwreEN the close of the Crusades, and the
establishment of the Ottoman dominion there is an
interval of 279 years, during which the Mirdites
disappear from the history of the world, as if they
had never been, or as if they had ceased to exist.
Mention of them is made obscurely by Mussulman
writers ounly at one period, 1388, when they are
noticed in the same strain as on former occasions by
Byzantine, Armenian, and Saracenic writers ; that
is, merely to state that they had ceased to exist.
The occasion of this notice is an incursion of the
Turcomans in that year, when the exposed and
already detached district of Kesroan was again
desolated. The only notice of the invasion of the
Moguls under Timour Bey is occasioned by the Emirs
of Hashbaya taking refuge in Shouf, to return only
after those hordes had retired. Into the Lebanon
itself they never penetrated. During these eight ge-
nerations they continued to be ruled by the house of
Maan, the Shaab equally ruling in the Anti-Leba-
non. Native annalists record events connected with
these families and some convulsions ; none of which,
however, affect the well being of the people, the order
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of government, or the state of possession of the dif-
ferent princedoms. Various disembarkations of the
Franks are noticed ; but they neither obtain sup-
port from the people nor become occasions of distrust
or quarrel with the Mussulmans. The Princes and
the People alike abstain from all connection with ex-
ternal events ; and it would not be known that there
was any but one religion, nor even what that reli-
gion was, but for the contemporary ecclesiastical
writers. ‘

In approaching the period of the Ottoman supre-
macy, we come to the first conquest of this people :
that is, it is not until the end of the seventeenth
century that that fatal word can be here spoken of.
So striking a circumstance in the history of man
may well induce us to pause for a moment to
contrast their circumstances with that of the re-
mainder of the inhabitants of the earth.

Egypt has been conquered by Hyksos, Persians,
Greeks, Romans, Saracens and Turks.

Greece, by Macedonians, Romans, Crusaders and
Turks; and has been overrun by Slaaves, Goths,
and Albanians.

Spain, by Iberians, Carthaginians, Romans, Goths,
and Moors.

France, by Romans, Franks, and a modern coali-
tion. '

England, by Romans, Saxons, and Normans.

Italy, by Etruscans, Gauls, Romans, Goths, Huns,
Lombards, French, and Austrians.
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Asia Minor, by Assyrians, Medes, Persians,
Greeks, Romans, Turcomans, Crusaders, and Turks.

Syria is the trodden down of nations. She has
been conquered by Anakim, Canaanites, Hebrews,
Assyrians, Egyptians, Medes, Persians, Greeks,
Romans, by Persians a second time, Saracens,
Seljuks, Turcomans, and Ottomans.

The other countries we have mentioned have
been themselves conquerors in turn, and brought
upon other nations the sufferings they had them-
selves endured. But Syria figures in history only
as a victim.

In recounting the incursions under which Syria
has fallen, we, at the same time, recount the assaults
which the Lebanon has resisted. This Lebanon is
not a Caucasus, permanent because inaccessible;
nor a Himalaya, whose atmosphere girds it round
with a wall, apd whose structure makes it the
fountain of human events. These fourteen invasions

were not the struggle of campaigns, but the turmoil
of centuries. The Lebanon we see to-day is peopled
by the weakest, the silliest population of the globe.
It could, therefore, only have held its own by a
constitution of mind which profited by its physical
configuration. It is the excellence of a civil society
which excluded feuds, and not the impregnability of
a mountain fastness which arrested armies, that
enabled this one province to defy alike Timour and
Pompey, Saladin and Alexander, Tancred and Solo-
mon, the Ceesars and the Caliphs.
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We test the relative adhesiveness of granite, not
to ascertain which specimen contains the hardest
molecules, but to find in which the process of disin-
tegration is least advanced. In testing the perma-
nency of societies, we have in like manner to look
for causes, not of permanency, but of decay. The
dissolving force is doubt, which works by division.

The first call that is made by the manifestation
of ambiguity on the reparatory faculties of man is
to discover a standard. The standard being found
and maintained, the society will continue uninflu-
enced by time and a stranger to events. This
standard is Law. Its fluctuation is Government.
Its subversion is decay.

How the Lebanon remained to be conquered
in the seventeenth century is stated by implication,
when there is no statement made of division. There
was no contest of succession, no cgnflict of classes,
or of general and local administration ; no difference
had arisen in reference to the methods of taxation
or the control of expenditure ; no interference had
taken place with free exchange. The words ¢ pau-
perism” and “monetary system” had never been
heard ; no schemes of wrong abroad had -under-
mined liberties at home; mno secrecy had, in the
garb of diplomacy, destroyed integrity and inde-
pendence. The dissolving forces, which constitute
our present Governments of the West, being want-
ing, not only could that society live on—it could not
die.
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Primitive races, if free from the evils contingent
upon the concentration of power and the accu-
mulation of wealth, have always suffered from
“blood feuds.” To the desire of escaping from
this scourge must be attributed that wonderful phe-
nomenon which the human race presents to the
dispassionate observer—the facility of its submission
to despotic power. The Lebanon has remained free
also from this infliction, as is attested by the record
of its introduction in the middle of the eighteenth
century.

gl
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CHAPTER X.

‘THE LEBANON INCORPORATED INTO THE OTTOMAN
EMPIRE.

SYRIA was conquered by Selim I. in 1517. The
inhabitants ¢f the Lebanon, according to their his-
torian, resisted the Ottoman arms. The resistance
of course amounted to no more than we have seen
on previous occasions. Nevertheless, the then Emir,
Fakreddeen, visited the Sultan in his camp,  charmed
him by his eloquence, and was commissioned by him
to regulate the affairs of the other Emirs of Syria,
over whom he obtained precedence.” He returned
home in peace; no change whatever was effected
in the condition of the country. Emir Fakreddeen
does not seem to have troubled the other Emirs by
his interference, or to have enjoyed the honour of
precedence over them. He was gathered to his
fathers after a long reign, and his son Kerkmass
reigned in his stead. Under this prince a novel
feature is revealed in the character of the people, and
one which determined their subsequent fate; this
was the pillage of a caravan in the neighbourhood
of Acre.

The Ottoman dominion had now been established
for more than half a century, and during that period
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Syria had known the strange vicissitude of repose.
Up to this time the turbulence of the Mameluke
- Sultans of Egypt and of the semi-independent princi-
palities in the neighbourhood, had kept the vigilance
of the mountaineers on the alert, and so sustained
the internal adhesion and external watchfulness,
which, for so many centuries, had never been suffered
to slumber for an hour in the Lebanon. It must
be observed, that there was no soldier class, and but
a laxly constituted Government ; so thag their means
of defence consisted in constant preparedness of
mind. Each man was armed, and each household,
with its terraced fields and orchards, was a fortress
which the inmates were ready to defend at a mo-
ment’s notice ; ready for that purpose to muster, and
for that purpose alone; and on such occasions
turning out from the child of ten years old to the
man of ninety. They lived in a state, of which the
variations consisted in the change from active siege
to permanent blockade. And this existence had
been for them continuous for nearly three thousand
years, by means of which they had remained at once
the most warlike and the most peacable of men;
who never touched what did not belong to them,
but whom no one could touch with impunity.

The strain out of which this character sprung
could not be relieved without corresponding effects ;
it is quite to be supposed that these military habits
no longer needful for defence at home should dege-
nerate into lawlessness abroad. It is equally clear

G 2
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that the development of such a spirit in the Leba-
non imposed upon any constituted Government the
necessity of arresting it. To coerce such a people
might be difficult, to endure their excesses impossible.
-The Porte seems not to have considered the forces
at the disposal of the neighbouring Pashas sutficient
and had recourse to Egypt. The thread of Egyptian
history, so long interwoven with that of Syria, was
now for the first time intertwined with that of the
Lebanon. Jhere was then too an Ibrahim Pasha
in Egypt; he marched from the banks of the Nile
and joined the chiefs of Kesroan, finding parti-
zans in the mountain, principally the family of
Tenhouk. Emir Kerkmass found himself unable
to resist, and fled without striking a blow. The
supposed ringleaders were sent to Constantinople, a
fine was imposed, and the Lebanon from that time
was subjected to an annual tribute; the Emir
henceforward to be responsible for its payment, and
to receive annually his investiture from the neigh-
bouring Pasha. The chiefs sent to Constantinople
were then liberated, the Prince was restored. With
the changes above mentioned the affairs of the
mountain resumed their ordinary course ; it entered
not into the idea of the Porte to legislate or to or-
ganize, and therefore the speculations of European
writers upon the conquest then effected are equally
silly and superfluous. Nevertheless from that period
commences a new and unfortunate order of things.
In 1604, the Emir I'akreddeen, the last of the
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Maan, succeeded to his father. This is the man
who, by his violences and his folly, having brought
to the ground, not only his own ancient house, but
the constitution of his country in Europe, has been
held to be a hero and a martyr. Having ruminated
schemesof ambition, he entered into plots and alliances
far and near. These being betrayed to the Porte, the
Pasha of Damascus was ordered to put him down.
This was now an easy matter, and Fakreddeen fled
before the aspect of the danger he had gvoked. He
retired to Italy, where his oriental splendour, his
courteous demeanour, and the mystery which over-
hung the Prince of an unknown people and of un-
heard-of faith, gave celebrity to the Druzes, and
political importance to the Lebanon.

Meanwhile, the family of Maan was not disturbed
in possession. The Emirship passed to Youness,
brother of Fakreddeen. Here commences the per-
verse order which endured down to the time of the
usurpation of Mehemet Ali of Egypt.. Youness had
been engaged in the plots of his brother. The Pasha
of Acre, to whom had now been conceded the right
of investiture, bethought himself of the profitable in-
vestments secured to him in the delinquencies of the
Emirs; to be effected by obtaining the pardon, or,
rather, in blinding the judgment of the Porte, and
exacting a compensation from the delinquent. The
investiture of Youness thus realized for him 800,000
piastres,—a sum which, taking the then value of
the piastre, could not have fallen short of £70,000.
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The tribute paid by the Lebanon to the Porte was
160 purses, or less than £20,000. Thus, by the
mere screening of an offender, the Pasha of Acre
realized a sum exceeding threefold the revenue
derived by the Porte from the whole province. It
may easily be imagined what results were to flow
from the invention of this new source of corruption.
- The profits of the Pasha of Acre on this trans-
action did not end here. The Emir of the Waddy
el Teim had been, no less than Youness, compro-
mised in the intrigues of Fakreddeen. He too had
to be condoned, reinvested and ransomed; and a
turther sum of £80,000 entered the treasury of the
Pasha. Who was ultimately to discharge these
fines? Not certainly the two Emirs. The people
had previously regulated their own modest finances
with a sparing hand, and scrutinized each item of
expenditure with a curious eye. They were all pro-
prietors, all soldiers, all public functionaries: they
did their own work. - They did it well for they did
it cheaply : and discharged it less by money or pro-
duce paid, than by labour contributed. ~ Voluntary
contributions to the Prince made up his revenues.
This simple rule, which is no other than the con-
dition of freedom, had now to disappear and that of
exaction and oppression to take its place. Vice is
an expensive luxury—and when a people lets loose
its passions it must pay the equivalent, not in taxes
only but in liberty also.
The two Emirs had tasted the forbidden fruit and
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liked it. They recommenced plotting. There were
Pashas in other places besides Acre, and they
thought that what the Pasha of Acre had found so
profitable it was desirable to share. ~Damascus be-
sides was nearer to the Waddy Teim than Acre, and
its Pasha in turn took the Lebanon in hand. In
1614 he visited Hasbaya with so large a retinue
that the Emir did not think it advisable to await
to receive him, and thence took his way to Deir el
Cammar (circle of the Moon), to which place the
Emirs had now transferred their seat from Baklim.
The place was sacked, and the palace of the Maan
destroyed.

Independently of these contentions with the au-
thorities of the Porte and strifes between the various
families of chiefs, the Lebanon was then a prey to
those ancient factions, Caisié and Yemene, which
have periodically ravaged Syria for a space of not
less than two thousand years, and which to-day, ex-
tinct elsewhere, retain a traditional hold over the
people of the Lebanon.

To Fakreddeen the door of return was opened by
these troubles. He reappeared in the Lebanon
after an absence of five years, and was met and wel-
comed by the chiefs of the whole country, extending
as far as Baalbec, and so resumed without contest
his former authority.

A dissension had manifested itself among the
family of Shaab, Fakreddeen succeeded in adjusting
it by dividing the Waddy Teim into two parts, giving
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Hasbaya to Ali Shaab, and the superior part, with
Rashaya, to his younger brother. This division has
lasted to this day. The two brothers from that time
attached themselves to F'akreddeen.

The next event in the life of Fakreddeen is the
defeat and capture of the Pasha of Damascus,
to whom he excused himself on his success, and
set him at liberty. The result was his pardon
and confirmation in his now extensive acquisitions.
The Metuali of Baalbec had been the cause of the
quarrel, and they became the sacrifice of the recon-
ciliation. This tribe, encircling the Lebanon, had
been the principal obstacle to the progress of the
Emir of the Druzes, but they were nevertheless,
because of their faith and turbulent habits, no
acceptable auxiliaries to the Porte.

TFakreddeen, in close alliance with the Shaab of
Waddy Teim, had now extended his power almost to
the ancient limits of the Princes of Gebail; that is
to say, from the mountains above Tripoli to Safed
and all the ports along the coast. The harbours he
had filled up to prevent the entrance of the Turkish
galleys : otherwise he protected commerce. He
thus held a considerable portion of Syria, and
hemmed in the Pashalic of Damascus on the west.

But the same fate awaited Fakreddeen that has
always, sooner or later, overtaken the revolted
Satraps of the Porte. That Government, patient to
expect and dexterous to seize the moment when
prosperity has ]l:lled watchfulness and developed
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license, at last fixed the mode and moment when
he should be enveloped in the toils. Simultaneously
troops were dispatched from Constantinople, and a
contingent mustered from the neighbouring Pashas
and tribes. Fakreddeen at once withdrew from the
sea ports and cities, and shut himself up in the
fortress of Iskiff. Youness, his brother, remained
at Deir el Cammar, but being summoned to Saida
by the Pasha of Damascus, who had occupied that
place, he did not think it prudent to disobey, and
was decapitated. The fort in which the son of
Fakreddeen had shut himself up was taken. The
Pasha of Damascus marched to Deir el Cammar
and conferred the government on Alemeddeen, who
was connected by marriage with the ancient family
of Tenhouk, which had preceded that of Maan
in the emirship, and who had been despoiled by
Fakreddeen of the provinces of Meten, Jurd and
Garb. He then marched to invest Iskiff, whence
by cutting off the supply of water he dislodged Fak-
reddeen, who took refuge in the rock fortress near
Lezzin. On the place being mined he surrendered.
He was sent with his three sons to Constantinople,
and soon after pardoned.

In the mean time his nephew, Emir Melkem,
who alone of all the family had escaped, succeeded in
bringing about a revolution at Deir el Cammar, and
in expelling the Governor set up by the Pasha of
Damascus. The Porte on this put Fakreddeen and
his sons to death. The troops of Damascus again



90 HISTORY OF THE LEBANON.

took the route of the Lebanon. The Shaab of
Waddy Teim were expelled, and the country given
to the sons of Alemeddeen (Tenhouk). A simple
sheik was made Governor of Shouf; Kesroan was
separated from it and placed under a chief of its
own ; the Shaab escaped to the neighbourhood of
Aleppo. Soon after, however, Achmet, son of
Emir Melkem and grand-nephew of Fakreddeen,
regained the government of Shouf, and the Shaab
returned to Waddy el Teim. Achmet,a second time
displaced by Alemeddeen, was a third time restored
in 1698. He died at Deir el Cammar without
leaving male issue. The Tenhouk had already dis-
appeared, Achmet having cut off every remaining
member of that family. There still remained one
single representative of the Maan, Emir Hassan,
son of Fakreddeen. But the Porte had now re.
solved on the final exclusion of that family. Such
were the results, first of the lust of pillage and then
of the desire of conquest.
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CHAPTER XI.

FROM THE ACCESSION OF THE SHAAB TO
EMIR BESHIR.

THUS, after five centuries of peaceful and one
century of agitated sway, the Maan at once de-
scended from their state and disappeared from
amongst men ; the clouds of disgrace as well as of
disaster closing over their tomb. The Emirs, the
Sheiks, and the people of Lebanon had proved alike
their inability to defend and to govern themselves.
Their wealth and weakness invited, whilst their
lawlessness seemed to require, the extension over
them of the general administration of the empire
and the substitution of the authority of a Valy
(Pasha) for their local usages. The Porte neverthe-
less adhered to its secular maxims ard its public
faith ; for, although we have no record of the trans-
action, on the imposition of tribute their ancient
rights, liberties, and constitution had been guaran-
teed to them. It therefore left to them to fill up the
void occasioned by the disappearance of the princely
house, and accepted their choice, repugnant as that
choice must have been.

It has been already narrated how the Shaab had
been established as subordinate Princes i the

-
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Waddy Teim, in the year 1203, from which time
they had uninterruptedly and by succession held
that post. They had, however, during the course
of the unhappy century now at its close, undergone
the same change as the supreme rulers of the Le-
banon ; they had been engaged in the plots, usur-
pations and treasons of Ifakreddeen, as in those
which had followed his deposition. It was upon a
member of this family that the election of the peo-
ple now fell, and its acceptance by the Porte is a
striking instance of that magnanimity which it has
always, under similar circumstances, displayed.*
I have given the account of the first intreduction of
the Shaab from the pen of their descendant; I will
now have recourse to him for that of their eleva-
tion.

“ A council was convened of the Sheiks and no-
tables, that they might choose one to govern them,
and their choice fell on Emir Beshir Shaab, of
Hashbaya, who immediately came to Deir el Cam-
mar, and entered it together with the Mufti, the
Cadi, and the chief of the notables of Saida, whom the
Pasha had sent to enregister and estimate the pro-
perty of the last of the Maan, which amounted to
150,000 piastres. The notables of Shouf wrote to
Mustafa Pasha, praying him to grant the investi-
ture to Emir Beshir, and to surrender to him the

* A recent instance presents itself in the case of Servia, when

rather than interfere with a popular election, it prepared for war
with Russia and Austria.
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inheritance of his predecessors, engaging to hecome
responsible for his regular payment of the tribute
and the arrears. The Pasha did as was requested,
and communicated these events to the Porte.”

The words of history have a negative as well as
a positive value. The flow of speech introduces the
eloquence of silence. In this case the writer de-
scribes by this process the internal constitution of
the country more explicitly than he could have
done by any form of words. 'Whoever reads this
‘passage with the eye of the mind will learn by its
silence on the method of election, that up to this
time the Lebanon remuained in full possession of the
elective faculties.

It is remarkable that, while up to this period
neither the words Druze nor Christian are used, in
the contests, which from this period become inces-
sant, it is Druze chiefs who always appear dethron-
ing and setting up princes—princes not of their
race or people—and no mention is made of the
Christians.

Emir Beshir, in taking possession of the inheri-
tance of the Maan, had to surrender his paternal
possessions.  From this time the administration
of the Waddy el Teim, in the hands of another
branch of the family, has remained distinct, except
on one occasion, from that of the Lebanon. The
authority of the new Emir extended over no more
than the portion now included in the ¢ Druze Cai-
macanship” and the Kesroan.
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Two years, however, had scarcely elapsed when
an occasion was offered to Emir Beshir for extend-
ing the power of the Prince of the Druzes over the
original seat of the Princes of the Mirdites. Syria,
after its conquest by Selim, had been divided into
four Pashalics, Saida, Tripoli, Damascus and Aleppo.
The Shouf was under Saida, and the limit between
it and Tripoli fell on the coast north of Beyrout,
at the river Adonis or Ibrahim. Gebail, Patroun,
the Katan, and the other Maronite districts which
extend as far as the Akkar on the north, thus be-
longed to Tripoli.

This division did not for the moment affect the
administration of the Lebanon, reduced as its limits
then were, and seemed to present an insuperable
barrier to their re-extension ; especially as a stranger
population appeared to occupy that portion of the
Lebanon now included in the Pashalic of Tripoli.
It is of this population that we have now particularly
to speak.

It has already been mentioned that the principal ob-
stacle to the projects of Fakreddeen was the strength
and hostility of the Metuali race, which lay both
north and south of the Lebanon. Also that the
Porte looked with little favour on the auxiliaries
which it had found in this population. Whence it
came, how it came, what its race, what its characters,
and whence its name, have been matters of as much
doubt and mystery as the Druzes themselves. To
all inquiries respecting them, even on their imme-
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diate borders, the only answers to be obtained were
fables, revealing utter ignorance mixed with fear
and hatred. This is certain, that they do not
belong to the original people of the Lebanon, and
that their introduction dates but from a recent
period ; certainly not before the fourteenth century,
and more probably, or at all events principally, in
the middle of the seventeenth. In their character,
which combines dignity of manners, and pride of
descent with ferocity and lawlessness of disposition,
may be traced a derivation from a noble stock, and a
succession of many geneérations of struggle, misery,
and persecution. Historical circumstances justify
by probabilities the inference, and suggest the pro-
cess. In religion they are Shiites, in race Arabs.
To this anomaly, which alone would render them
unclassible, must be added another ; that they have-
ceased to be nomades, without passing either into
the condition of citizens or of mere cultivators, but
hold the districts they inhabit as a feudally domi-
nant class. They have lost the tribe character of a
people ; they have been prevented by their religious
schism from being included in the administrative
order of the IXmpire. Their position in the Lebanon
was neither that of Princes called in to govern, as
had been*that of the Tenhouk, the Maan and the
Shaabs, nor as that of a tribe which had displaced
the original population and occupied the soil. The
following explanation is, therefore, the only ome
which I find for that peculiar nature which they

»
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exhibit, and the peculiar station which they hold.
They are remnants of the Alides, driven from dis-
tricts bordering on Persia; hated by the Per-
sians as Arabs, and by the Turks and Arabs
as Shiites, reaching successively the Lebanon as
receiving shelter rather than as making conquests,
because of the community in which they stood
with both Druze and Maronite, in regard to
the dominant races of the cities of the plains.
Bearing their share in the contest of the times,
the chiefs being warlike and their people united,
they would naturally come to acquire that ascen-
dancy in the districts they inhabited which would
put them in a parallel position to that which the
Druze Sheiks had acquired in the southern por-
tion, over a population which was Maronite. The
" Metuali, at the present moment in Beled Bsharré,
and exclusive of those of Baalbec and the Bkkaa,
do not exceed 60,000. A township ®f 60,000 souls
would have indeed little weight in England; but
not so amongst such a population as I have been
describing. At that time their numbers were
larger.

Then, also, the tract of country occupied in fief
by the Metuali far exceeded the possessions of the
Emir Beshir; namely, the portion of the ancient
Lebanon north of the river Ibrahim, amounting to
one half of the whole; the Beled Bsharré, lying south
of the Lebanon ; whilst their principal seat, where
they had been established from an early date, was
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Baalbec ; which exposed position, between the Leba-
non and the Anti-Lebanon, they had been strong
enough to maintain under all vicissitudes. Having
of their own impulse opposed the ambition of the
Druze leaders, having so essentially contributed by
their sacrifices and efforts to the discomfiture of
those Princes, having given to the Porte its triumph,
and having occasioned the extinction of the House
of Maan, the results which followed, namely, the
liberty given to the people of the Lebanon to re-
constitute themselves according to their own liking,
could not fail to exasperate them. They had, more-
over, to encourage them, the consciousness of their
own strength and the evidence of the impunity that
attended rebellion in the events of Deir El Cammar.

The consequence was, that the Metuali chiefs,
subject to Tripoli, refused to pay their tribute, and,
in like manner, tribute was refused by the Metuali
chiefs subject to, Saida.

It was in the Tripoli Pashalic that the insurrec-
tion first broke out ; each party soon feeling that he
could more injure his rival than benefit himself, by
common consent the Druze Emir was called in to
adjust the difference. This was effected by the
grant by the Pasha of the investitures to him, and
the re-grant by him of the investitures to the
Metuali chiefs. Considering that the mass of inhabi-
tants were not Metuali, but Maronites or Druzes,
this was the re-incorporation into the Lebanon

of the district which had been included in the Pa-
H
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shalic of Tripoli: for the Emir was now placed,
in reference to those districts, in exactly the same
position in which he already was, in reference to the
Lebanon proper under the Pashalic of Saida, where
he re-invested the Druze Sheiks over a population
nearly equally composed of Druzes and Maronites.

In the Beled Bsharré, similar circumstances were
followed by the repetition of the same expedient,
only that here investitures were not granted; but
the Emir Beshir engaging for the payment of the
tribute, became virtually the governor of the coun-
try ; so throughout its whole extent, from Tripoli
to Safed, the Lebanon became subject to his juris-
diction, in 1702.

After a comparatively tranquil reign of nine years,
Emir Beshir was poisoned by Emir Hydar, who
succeeded him ; but he was stripped of the acces-
sions of Metuali territory on the morth and south.
It was on this occasion that the government of
Safed was conferred on Daher, the hero of Volney.

Soon after the Pasha of Saida had reason to
have again recourse to the Emir of the Druzes. The
Metuali again refusing their tribute, they were again
subjected to the government of Shouf, and Emir Hy-
dar received the investiture of Beled Bsharré on the
condition of acquiring it. He was successful in
setting up as his delegate a Mussulman, named
Mohamed Abou Kormanche. Proving not more
punctual, the Emir attempted to remove him ; but
so well had he taken his measures with the Pasha
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of Saida, that instead of regaining the Beled Bsharré
he lost the Lebanon. Abou Kormanche, with a firman
of investiture from the Porte for the Beled Bsharré,
supported by the Metuali, nothing loath to settle
old scores with the Druzes, and aided by the troops
of Saida, and by partizans among the discontented
Druzes, succeeded in overthrowing Emir Hydar:
and established himself at Deir el Cammar, as
Mahmoud Pasha. The Emir fled to Kesroan, but
finding no support, concealed himself in grottoes
and among rocks for a year, when he was able to
reappear again at Deir el Cammar. Mahmoud
Pasha was upset; and it being against the custom
to put the Sheiks of Shouf* to death, he had his
tongue cut out. The Pasha of Saida confirmed the
change, and re-invested Emir Hydar, doubling, on
the fall of Mahmoud Pasha, the sum he had real-
ized on his elevation.

Emir Hydar, to recompense the adherents by
whose aid he had succeeded in expelling his dan-
gerous rival, and to strengthen and combine the
Sheik interest, in opposition to an innovation so
alarming to all the classes holding station or power
as the introduction of a Pasha, distributed among
the Druze chiefs the district of which the Shaab had
become possessed by the extinction of the two
ancient and powerful families of Tenhouk and Ale-
meddeen. These concessions extended to nearly a

* How he had acquired the rights of Sheik of Shouf, being a
Mussulman, does not appear.

2
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third of the whole Druze country. The wisdom of
the scheme under the circumstances cannot be de-
nied, and receives a striking illustration in the con-
sequences which attended the contrary operation,
when put in practice with such apparent success by
his great grand-nephew the late Emir Beshir. But
had the people preserved their ancient character, the
Shaab Prince might have assured the foundation of
his family on materials little resembling that
oligarchy, destitute of character and faith, tainted
with meanness, soiled by crimes, and distinguished
only by recklessness and cunning—which constitutes
the class of Lebanon Sheiks from the middle of the
seventeenth century.

The districts acquired and now renounced by the
Shaab were the Jurd, Jezzin and Menassif, in which
was situated the capital. The higher Garb was
conferred on the Talhouk to balance the lower Garb,
in possession of the Rosselan,* which was the only
house of Sheiks in possession who had favoured the
introduction of a Pasha.

Emir Hydar by these concessions aroused against
himself the hatred of his own family. Trom one
dangerous rival, in the person of his brother’s son, he
relieved himself by poison: another escaped the
same fate by flight ; and finally he had to resign the
power he had regained in favour of his son Malkem.
These circumstances had rendered it impossible for

* The present Caimacan of the Druzes is the representative of
this house.
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him to acquit his obligations to the Pasha of Saida,
and at his death one of his sons and several sons of
the Sheiks were at Saida, pledges for the payment
of arrears.

Emir Malkem received in 1730 the investiture of
Shouf: two years after that of the Beled Bsharré,
and subjected to tribute, as his predecessors had
twice already done, that turbulent people. Some
excesses of the Druzes in the Bkkaa led to a rupture
with the Pasha of Damascus, who sent an expedition
against him. The Emir redeemed himself with
50,000 piastres.

The Pasha of Damascus, to detach so valuablea
dependant from the Pasha of Saida, conferred on
him the government of Baalbec, the patrimony of
the Metuali Sheiks. This operation was easier to
plan than to execute, and the result was an open
rupture between the Emir and his would-be patron.
A defeat incurred by the troops of Damascus
startled the indifference of the Porte, and stringent
orders were dispatched to both Pashas to unite their
forces against him. He was however saved by the
opportune occurrence of a revolt at Damascus.

In 1750 he aequired possession of Beyrout by
an arrangement with the Pasha of Saida, which
place remained 25 years under the Emirs. In
1762 he had another quarrel with the Pasha of
Damascus, but was sustained by the Pasha of Saida,
on payment of 75,000 piastres. In 1754 the Sheiks
set up against him his two brothers; he fled to

\
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Beyrout. Thence he dispatched his nephew Cassem
to the former Pasha of Saida, who had now become
Grand Vizir, to solicit his own restoration and the
investiture of Gebail for Cassem ; further requesting
that their provinces should be given to them and to
their heirs in perpetuity. The Grand Vizir listened
favourably to these proposals, but was too soon re-
moved to take any step in consequence. Iimir Mal-
kem died at Beyroutin 1760. Emir Hydar sumsup
his sanguinary life in these words, “ he killed a great
many of the inhabitants of his province and of the
neighbouring ounes, and many villages were destroyed
by the wars he carried on.”

Mansour and Achmet, the brothers of Malkem,
conceived themselves by his death relieved from the
precariousness of their tenure. DBut the Grand
Vizir, the friend of Malkem, had returned to power;
and remembering Cassem, expedited a firman for his
installation in the government of Shouf. The Pasha
of Saida prepared to support his pretensions, and
had already furnished him with troops, when the
two uncles addressed themselves to the Pasha, and
by the payment of 50,000 piastres induced him to
abandon the cause of Cassem, who thereupon pro-
posed an accommodation ; resigning his pretensions
to the Shouf, he was made Governor of Gazir and
received in marriage a daughter of Achmet ; the
fruit of this muarriage was the celebrated Emir
Beshir.

The brothers no sooner got rid of their nephew
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than they armed against each other; Achmet was
established at Deir el Cammar, Mansour at Beyrout.
Their respective quarrels were espoused by the two
factions into which the Druze Sheiks were then
divided, in consequence of a blood feud between two
families, and which were known by their names, the
Yezbecki and the Jumbellati. The latter favoured
Mansour, as also the Pasha of Saida, and by his aid
he was able to march to Deir el Cammar, from which
Achmet, abandoned by his partizans, hastened to
escape.

No sooner was he freed from this rival, than
another appeared, by whom he was finally to be
overthrown, though only after a prolongad strug-
gle not of arms but artifice.

Emir Malkem had left a son named Jusuff, who had
been received by the Pasha of Damascus, from whom
he had requested the investiture of Gabail; as this
province was under the Pasha of Tripoli, who was son
to the Pasha of Damascus, the request was readily
granted ; and Jusuft' was put in possession by troops
from Tripoli, aided by the Christian population who
rose upon the Metuali Sheiks. Irom that time the
Emir Jusuff had his partizans, and openly aspired
to the DPrincedom, whilst Emir Achmet, daily
surrounded with intrigues and insurrections, found
himself at last unable to carry on the government
and surrendered his office to Jusuff' in 1771. He
had entertained a moment of hope from the march
of Ali Bey and his Mamelukes into Syria, and had
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hastened to invite them to the Lebanon ; the failure
of this expedition left him without any chance of
escape or means of defence.

Emir Jusuff now added the government of Gebail
to that of Shouf and of Beyrout ; if his power was
thus increased, so also was that of the enemy
against whom it was soon to be employed. Already
three pivots of quasi independent action were placed
around the Lebanon, in the Pashalics of Saida,
Damascus and Tripoli. A new one was to be added
in the rise of the power of Sheik Daher, aided by
the Metuali; and a Pasha of a different temper was
ahout to appear upon the scene, calling in the
authority of the Porte in a manner not hitherto
exerted in Syria. The affairs and personages of
the Lebanon now emerged from the insignificance
in which they had hitherto been shrouded, thanks
to the pen of Volney and the fleets of Catherine.

The Sheik Daher had his seat at Safed, formerly a
possession of the Druzes; his power could extend
northwards only at their expense; the Metuali
were their enemies and on that account his friends :
between him and Jusuff there could only be war or
truce, and he had already taken the aggressive,
when the Fmir received orders from the Porte to
act in concert with the neighbouring Pasha against
the rebellious Sheik. The Emir led an army
against him and laid siege to Safed. Sheik Daher
had appealed to the Empress Catherine, and she,
eagerly seizing upon the favourable occasion of this
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diversion, placed the Russian fleet at his disposal.
Emir Jusuff was vulnerable by such an arm only in
his port of Beyrout, which was consequently taken
by the Russian Admiral; but after a few days re-
stored, on the payment of a sum of money, and
placed in the hands of Achmet Bey. This Achmet
Bey was afterwards Jezzar Pasha (i.e. Butcher
Pasha). The Emir, who had been called to Gebail
by an attack or insurrection of the Metuali, on his
return found the gates of Beyrout shut against him.
Such was the first act in the long tragedy of the
life of the future Pasha of Acre.

In the mean time, the wheel had gone round, the
Sheik had found favour at the Porte, or from his
Russian connection inspired alarms; and Jusuff
obtained his aid in expelling his own servant from
the city which he had lost in opposing him. The
Sheik Daher now became Pasha of Saida, and
Jusuff was his dependant. Three years of repose
were left to him, and then the Porte resumed its
plans of vengeance, to accomplish which, as formerly
in the case of the Lebanon, the forces of Egypt
were called to her aid.

This interval was, as regards the Emir, filled up
with a quarrel with the Pasha of Damascus, arising
out of encroachments on the Bkkaa, during which
Jusuff obtained the government of it for a few
months. He afterward was involved in the schemes
of Daher, and only by paying a large sum of
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money, succeeded in comprising matters with the
admiral Hassan Pasha.

The successor of Daher as Pasha of Saida was
no other than Achmet, the faithless lieutenant of the
Emir Jusuff, who, thrown into consternation at the
news of this appointment, obtained from Hassan
Pasha the emancipation of Shouf from all depend-
ance on the Pasha of Saida, except for the payment
of the tribute. He also confirmed the Emir in the
possession of Shouf, Gebail, the Bkkaa, and Bey-
rout. No sooner had Hassan Pasha and his fleet
disappeared from the coast than Achmet Pasha
(Jezzar) took possession of Beyrout, and demanded
from the Emir three years of arrears, which had
already been accounted for and settled with Hassan
Pasha. The Emir despatched messengers in pursuit
of the Admiral. They found him in Cyprus. He
returned, reinstated the Imir in possession of Bey-
rout, and sailed forthwith : immediately Jezzar re-
occupied Beyrout, which returned no more under
the dominion of the chiefs of the mountain.

The next event—and these follow each other with
such rapidity, and are so complicated in their threads
and tortuous in their course, that it requires no
slight strain upon the attention to follow them—is
at an interval of eighteen months. Two pretenders
are set up in the persons of two brothers of Jusuff.
His own party, not strong enough to maintain him
in Shouf, support him in Kesroan, whither he flies;
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and a party, independent of all these, fatigued and
exasperated, apply to Jezzar, and offer to put him
in possession of the Lebanon. Jusuff gets possession
of Gebail and the Bkkaa; his rivals drive him from
the Bkkaa, and besiege him in Gebail ; he makes
his escape back into Shouf. There he enters into a
composition with Jezzar for 100,000 piastres; his
brothers, obtaining intellicence of the transaction,
submit. This struggle is followed by numerous
confiscations in the Bkkaa, Gebail, and Shouf. Two
years after, the brothers, supported by the party
Jumbellat, again revolted. Jusuff, having got pos-
session of one of them, Emir Effendi, stabbed him
with his own hand, and a new revolt bursting out,
he put it down by the aid of the troops of Jezzar.
This success cost him 300,000 piastres, which he
managed to pay by confiscations and extbrtions.

In 1784, Jezzar ordered Emir Jusuff to take
possession of the Merj Ajoun, which Emir Ismael of
Hashbaya held in fief. Ismael repaired to Deir el
Cammar to implore Emir Jusuff to intercede for
him with the Pasha, and on his refusal he went
himself to Jezzar, who not only granted his request,
but conferred on him the government of Shouf] on
his paying 300,000 piastres. Ismael immediately
called to his aid Emir Achmet, brother of Jusuff,
and who had already revolted and made his escape,
when Emir Effendi fell by his brother’s hand.
Aided by the troops of the Pasha, they reached
Deir el Cammar, and Jusuff took to flight. The
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new princes, however, being powerless to raise the
taxes, the Pasha made overtures to Emir Jusuff,
who hastened to meet him at Beyrout; but in-
stead of sending him to the mountain, he took him
with him to Acre, on which the two Emirs regained
heart, and sent to offer Jezzar 500,000 piastres for
his head. He bid 1,000,000 for theirs. Jezzar
immediately closed with him; and Jusuff sallied
forth with the troops of Acre, and drove Ismael, not
only from Shouf, but also from the Merj Ajoun and
the Waddy Teim. The ordinary confiscations and
executions follow ; heads fall, tongues are cut out,
and eyes seared. Ismael, some time afterwards
being taken, was poisoned, and Emir Achmet,
treacherously delivered into his hands, had his eyes
put out. Some years after (1788), Emir Jusuff
inveigled the brother of Emir Ismael from Waddy
el Teim to Deir el Cammar, by a promise of pardon,
and had him strangled.

The confiscations of his enemies’ property, and
the exactions to which he had recourse against the
people, did not enable Emir Jusuff to discharge his
debt to the Pasha within three years. There re-
mained, in 1789, 150,000 piastres still due, and Jez-
zar, dissatisfied at such remissness, withdrew from
him the Merj Ajoun and Waddy el Teim. Jezzar
had been three years before invested with the Pa-
shalics of Damascus and Tripoli, in which he had
placed two Mamelukes as his Lieutenants. These
having entered into a conspiracy against him, the
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Emir Jusuff joined them. Jezzar, having triumphed,
turned his fury against the treacherous Jusuff;
concentrating his forces round the mountains, the
latter was abandoned by his adherents, and the
Yezbecki faction, who had hitherto supported him,
and rancorously pursued by the Jumbellati. He
consequently effected his escape, leaving the field
open to his nephew, Emir Beshir, who was in the
ranks of Jezzar, and is supposed to have had no
inconsiderable share in the fall of his uncle; lulling
him into false security, and pretending to betray
into his hands the troops he had obtained to secure
him. Emir Beshir returned in triumph to St. Jean
d’Acre to receive the investiture, surrounded by the
Jumbellati, the Abou Niket, and all the Sheiks of
both factions ; who seemed to have forgotten their
dissensions, and laid aside their rancour *to raise to
power a young prince of so great promise.

Emir Jusuff first fled to Meten ; driven thence, he
wandered for some time in the secluded rocks of
Gebail ; thence he got away to the Hauran. Then
again finding no rest, he made his way to Acre,
and threw himself on the mercy of the capricious
Jezzar, who had so often lifted him up, and so often
cast him down, and who might find him still a con-
venient instrument against his nephew.  Emir Be-
shir, on hearing of his arrival,instantly repaired to
Acre, and managed so well that he was put in
irons, and soon after strangled, Jezzar pocketing

ansaction 600,000 piastres, at that time of
on the tr
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the value of about £30,000. His Government had
endured twenty-six years, and he left behind him
two sons.

Note.—* The fleets of Catherine,” p. 104. It was the di-
version occasioned by this fleet in the south which determined
the unfavourable issue of the contest on the Danube. The ap-
pearance of a Russian fleet in the Mediterrancan excited the
alarms of the various Governments, and the apprehensions of the
populations of Italy, who dreaded the entry of these vessels into
their ports. (See Annual Register for 1799.) That fleet would
never have reached the Mediterranean without the aid of Eng-
land, and would, when there, have been sunk by the French, but
for the protection of England.—See De Broglie, Politique des
Cabinets de U Europe, t. 11, p. 43, ed. 1794, Hamburg.
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CHAPTER XII.

ADMINISTRATION OF EMIR BESHIR TO THE DEATH
OF JEZZAR PASHA.

WE have now arrived at the accession of a Prince
who has played a great part, not merely in the
affairs of his country but in those of the world.
But the extent to which he has influenced those
affairs is not known nor even suspected. By the
process which he adopted for recasting the internal
government, he has appeared to be the renovater of
his native land ; in consequence of which, it seemed
to have acquired a commanding influence, whilst he
himself ascended to a station of consideration and
power altogether disproportioned to the numbers of
his people and the extent of his territory. But.in
reality the influence which he exercised was a de-
solating one for the Lebanon. He ended by extin-
guishing the family of the Shaab, and at the same
time extinguishing the Lebanon.

Through the very process by which these disas-
trous results were brought about at home, he con-
verted his principality into the fulerum on which
was placed the lever, to be used for the disruption
of the Impire to which it belonged: and thereby
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prepared it to become at once the apple of discord
cast to the nations of the West, and the field on
which they were to be convoked to a new crusade,
not against any common enemy ; but to become the
prey, the one of the other.

Without the domestic schemes of Emir Beshir the
siege of Acre by Mehemet Ali Pasha would never
have taken place.  Without the apostasy of Emir
Beshir the occupation of Syria by Mehemet Ali
never would have taken place. 'Without these three
antecedent occurrences the Syrian intervention of
1840 would not have taken place. Without these
four events the closing the Dardanelles by treaty in
1841 never would have taken place. Without these
five events the imposition of prohibitory duties upon
its own exports by the Turkish Government, in a
Treaty forced upon her by England, never would
have taken place. Without these six events reli-
gious wars of extermination could not have been
introduced into the Lebanon, nor England and
France rendered the partizans severally of the so
excited factions. And so under a bitterer feeling,
with weaker minds and more dangerous circum-
stances, the Lebanon would not have been made for
England and France what Sicily in a former age
became for Carthage and Rome.

When the end will have come and be known,
when the historian will be applying himself to dis-
" cover by what means, incidents and devious courses
it has been accomplished, then may bhe appre-
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hended,—-not until then, will be suspected—the part
‘which this weak intriguer has played in the affuirs
of the world.

The narrative of events during that melancholy
period which commenced with the accession of Emir
Kerkmass, and which has gone on deepening in
gloom and atrocity down to the close of the career of
Emir Jusuff, present the Lebanon on the accession
of Emir Beshir as a sink of unheard-of villany, a
spectacle of unparalleled misery, a blot upon the
page of history, and a libel on the very nature of
man.

It may well be matter of surprise how the coun-
try, exposed to such vicissitudes and inhabited
by a people so faithless and bloodthirsty, should not
have been entirely depopulated, and how it should,
on the contrary, present the dense population and
the industrious culture which continue to distinguish
and embellish its rocky face even to this day. But
in truth the people remained comparatively a
stranger to these changes. The Princes generally
fled without a struggle, and hostile bodies when in
presence watched each other, manceuvred from ter-
race to terrace, till the one having got a position of
advantage or received a reinforcement, the other
gave way. The blood that then flowed and the con-
fiscations that ensued fell upon the partizans of the
defeated party ; the people noted the change only
by the exactions to which they were subjected.
These were indeed severe, but their effects were

T
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easily reparable. The Lebanon as yet suffered only
from the transitory violences of men, not from the
undying perversion of legislators. Produce might
be destrained when in the store, wealth extracted
from the chest, but debt did not overlie future indus-
try, nor fiscal regulations compress the energies of
man. It was robbery only they were exposed to;
they did not as yet know a tariff.

The position of the Christians was greatly improved
during the administration of Jusuff. The aristo-
cracy, the instruments and victims of these unceasing
troubles, have hitherto been entirely Druze. The
Christians were comparatively unconcerned. Em-
ployed as agents and farmers they increased in
wealth and consideration; and in the misfortunes
and confications of their masters, ended by possess-
ing the lands they had cultivated for them.

In the Kesroan, Christians gradually assumed
the station of Sheiks. Proselytism not being admitted
by the Druzes, every religious change was in favour
of the Christians, and the family of Emir Hydar
had openly adopted the Christian faith.

Another change was the expulsion of the Metu-
ali, who held the Christians of the north in subjec-
tion; they, having aided in establishing in that
region the authority of the Emir, became associated
with his power, and consequently the objects of his
protection. Besides, during the greater portion of
the rule of Jusuff, his affairs had been managed by
a Maronite priest of great dexterity ; who, with op-
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portunities of no ordinary kind for promoting his
designs, incessantly laboured for the advancement of
his co-religionaries.

The promise which the character of the young
prince held out, the union manifested among the
factions, were of equally short duration. No sooner
did the new Emir commence taking measures for
discharging to Jezzar the price of his uncle’s head,
than all was confusion ; the Mountain rose against
him ; his partizans, excepting the Jumbellat, aban-
doned him. He was unable to make so much as a
stand, and fled to Saida. Jezzar sent him back to
push his fortune at the head of 1200 men ; the chiefs
of the insurrection, the brother and nephew of
Emir Jusuff, were about to embark at Beyrout,
when a success obtained by Sheik Beshir, who,
though son of the Jumbellat chief, had joined the
other party, reanimated the Druze chiefs and united
the Jumbellat districts, which alone had hitherto
favoured Emir Beshir, with the rest of the Moun-
tain. The Pasha of Acre, disconcerted by this
resistance, recalled his troops and sent Emir Beshir
with a modest pension to await at Saida the turn of
events.

(1793.) After some months of anarchy, the Sheiks
proposed tp Jezzar to confer the investiture on the
two leaders of the revolt, the brother and nephew of
Sheik Jusuff, Emirs Hydar and Cassim, offering to
pay him thereupon 2,000,000 piastres (£110,000).
The two chiefs were, however, unable to manage

12
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their people or to raise the money; and such were
the disorders within and the ravages committed by
them around, that Jezzar bethought himself of a
new expedient. The Lebanon, not producing more
than three months of its consumption of grain, he
proposed to starve them into submission by blockade.
Another event came to shake the power of the
Emirs; the defection of Sheik Beshir, who was
afterwards to play so important a part. Conceiving
that his claims and important services were over-
looked, and disappointed in the results of the change
he had himself brought about by abandoning the
party to which his family was attached, he turned
his eyes again to Emir Beshir, and concerted
measures with him for his restoration. Things were
not, however, ripe for such a revolution; too many
feared his vengeance, and a middle course was
adopted by the Emirs themselves., who sent secretly
to Jezzar to negociate for their own supercession by
the sons of Emir Jusuff, and succeeded, on the pay-
ment of 100,000 piastres.

The sons of Jusuff were joined by the late Emirs,
-and their party had taken possession of their new
offices to the apparent contentment of the people,
when unexpectedly Sheik Beshir, who had collected
his adherents, fell upon them, killed several of their
relations and burnt and ruined their houses. The
indignation aroused by this treachery forced Sheik
Beshir to fly to the Hauran, and his serai of
Muchtara and the houses and properties of his
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relatives were in turn delivered to pillage and the
flames. Emir Beshir, as the source of these troubles,
was removed by Jezzar from the neighbourhood of
the Mountain and sent from Saida to Nazareth.
He had however already profited by his time and
occasions, and had regained many of the chiefs
opposed to him; notably the Bellarmy and the
Amad. Thus fortified, he went from Nazareth to
meet Jezzar on his returp from the Hadj (pilgrim-
age), and it was settled between them that Sheik
Beshir should be pardoned and Emir Beshir re-
invested ; which consequently took place in 1794.
The family of Jusuff fled before him ; Abou Niket,
the only chief who espoased their cause, was made
Mucataji of Meten, the only district which had
afforded them a refuge. The transaction closed as
usual with an adjustment of accounts; 50,000
piastres purchased the pardon of the chiefs and
Meten paid the expenses of the war.

The Mountain seemed now to have escaped from
its trials, and it might have been expected that
Prince and people, instructed by past experience,
would have desisted from strifes in which all pos-
sessed the power of inflicting injury while none
could expect to reap benefit. I say, it might have
been expected, but not in the Lebanon, where that
alone is counted gain which wounds a foe.

A few weeks had scarcely elapsed from the fall
of the sons of Jusuff and the elevation of Emif
Beshir, when the sons of Jusuff were again in
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power, and Emir Beshir and Sheik DBeshir in irons
in the dungeon of Jezzar. Then fly to the Hauran
the Amad and the Jumbellat. Again Muchtara
is in flames and the Shouf is made to endure the
same devastation as that which just before had over-
taken Meten.

In a year the land was ripe again with a harvest
of disorder. Emir Beshir and his brother are let
loose from their prison, they receive conjointly the
pelisses of investiture; their children are retained
as hostages, and they are sent to the mountain
again to make their way ; which was not on this
occasion so easy, or had not been so well prepared.
The Bellarmy, part of the Jumbellat, and the Abou
Niket adhere to the party of the sons of Jusuff, who,
unable to stand in Shouf, make good their ground in
Gebail, where they had property and partizans.
The cause of their unexpected resistance is to be
found in the jealousy of the Pasha of Tripoli, whose
troops advanced to their support. This support
however did not avail them long; a dispersion
ensued, and the Abou Niket repaired to Deir el
Cammar and threw themselves on the mercy of
the conqueror.

The re-accession of Emir Beshir was followed and
marked by an event which might arrest attention by
its atrocity in the history of any other people. This
event was the massacre of the Abou Niket (1797).
*mir Beshir had them informed, that his brother
Emir Hassan was kindly disposed towards them,
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had interceded for them with him,and that he was
disposed to admit them to favour on conditions, which
he invited them to Ibtedeen* to settle. They came
withoutsuspicion and were received by Emir Hassan,
with whom the terms of their reconciliation were
settled. In the mean time the doors of the palace
were closed, the avenues secured and Emir Hassan
withdrew.  Sheik Beshir and the Sheiks of the
Amad entered the apartment, and causing the Abou
Niket to go out one by one, stabbed them. Emir
Beshir sent instantly to Abaye to take possession
of their property and secure their children. Four
of these were brought to Ibtedeen and imprisoned.
Some time afterwards the Amad entered their prison
and put them to death. Two boys however were
carried to Damascus and alone survive of these
Abencerages of the mountain ; the one, Hamoud,
is actually banished for the murder of a Catholic
priest at Abaye ; the other, Nasif, is.at present one
of the chiefs of most importance as-balancing the
power of the Jumbellat, and as being the only man
of capacity amongst the Druzes. The villages,
lands, houses, and moveables of the Abou Niket
became the recompense of the Jumbellat and the
Amad.

These measures struck with terror the chiefs and
people, and the authority of Emir Beshir seemed
after these incessant oscillations to be firmly estab-

* The palace of the Emir which stands on a hill overlooking
Deir el Cammar.
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lished; when the Lebanon, in common with the
whole of Syria, was thrown into convulsion by the
startling intelligence of the disembarkation of a
powerful French army at Alexandria, which, after
brilliant and rapid victories over the Mamelukes,
entered Syria and laid siege to Jezzar at Acre.
Throughout Europe the displacement of the so-
cial basis in each country has to be traced back toa
movement of France ; to the presence of her armies,
not simply as armies conquering, but as having
been the occasion of promulgating metaphorical
expressions, which were taken by the various people
as grounds for subverting their institutions and their
habits, and casting themselves upon a sea of idle
speculation. In Europe, this point of departure, by
those who cannot look into the diplomatically origi-
nating causes, may be taken as accident. France
was at war; France conquered ; France revolution-
ized herself; France revolutionized others. Not so
in Egypt and in Syria. The disturbance of these
countries sprung directly from England. Had India
been under the rule of native ohiefs; or had the
dominion of the western masters of India been held
to be firm, no French guns would ever have been
pointed against Acre. As the despoiling England of
her Indian dominions must remain a primary object
for any individual ambition developed on a large
scale in Europe, as well as for any pre-eminent
system of ambition which may be, or is, instituted
here, the whole of the countries which intervene
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between the Indus and the Mediterranean or Black
Seas, are exposed alike to convulsion by violence
and subversion by intrigue. Nor is, indeed, the
limit of this influence restricted to these bounds.
When Napoleon pointed to the then not accom-
plished subjugation and incorporation of Poland,
as the first step of Russia towards the dominion of
India, he indicated this process as acting upon the
Poles. The self-same consideration bears on every
other people; on the Hungarians and on the Af-
ghans ; on the Italians and on Circassia; on the
people of Spain as well as on the people of Ger-
many ; and on the United States as well as upon
England and France. There can be no security, no
repose for Europe, save in as far as England’s hold
upon India is so firm that the project of shaking it
cannot be entertained. And England’s hold upon
India cannot be secure until she takes the measures
in Europe as well as in India, necessary for the
counteracting of those undertaken to dispossess her.
In regard to the Lebanon her task would have been
accomplished, had the purposes of the then Govern-
ment been respected by her subordinate commanders.
‘What she had to do in every case was the same.
Not to meddle; and not to endure intermeddling.
She did arrest in Egypt the designs of Napoleon
on India; and she did restore the Egypt she had
conquered to the Porte, without being then insane
enough to meddle in its internal concerns. We
will see how her servants acted in the Lebanon. -
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The Metuali, who had suffered severely from
the Pasha, looked on the French as deliverers,
and hastened to join their standard. But Emir
Beshir, who depended entirely upon him, looked
of course with terror on the French, and returned
no answer to the invitations and appeals addressed
to him in the name of Christianity and indepen-
dence. At this time the Emir had become a
Christian, although he continued ostensibly the
profession of Islam.

But if the Emir turned a deaf ear to the soli-
citations of Buonaparte, he was equally insensible
to those of Jezzar; to the latter he alleged the dis-
turbed state of the mountain as putting it out of
his power to render him any aid. While the issue
was uncertain, he sought to avoid compromising
himself with either; which was being guilty of
treachery to his legitimate superior, to whose ven-
geance he became exposed on the retreat of the
French army.

From this danger he was rescued by the tjmely
presence of Sir Sidney Smith, who, paying a visit
to Deir el Cammar, was easily worked upon, aud
made himself the advocate of the Emir with Jezzar.
Some time afterwards, the Emir, not satisfied with
the state of the negociations, requested a meeting
with the English ¢ Admiral,” whose squadron was
anchored off Beyrout. The interview took place
near Abaye, and the Emir succeeded so well in
captivating the English Commodore, that he gave
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him a pledge that he would never suffer the govern-~
ment of the Lebanon to be withdrawn from him.

From the conduct observed by the English Go-
vernment in reference to Egypt, it is evident that
Sir Sidney Smith could have acted upon no instruc-
tions, but must have acted contrary to his instruc-
tions, when he presumed to dictate in the affairs of
Syria, and when he selected for the object of his
patronage, a rebel tainted with every erime.

Sir Sidney Smith was as goed as his word, and
warmly urged on Jezzar the cause of the Emir.
Jezzar would listen to no terms, and would show no
mercy. Sir Sidney Smith left Acre furious, and
declaring that the displacement of the Emir would
be a casus belli with Great Dritain.

No sooner had the English fleet left, than Jezzar
announced his intention of setting up again the sons
of Jusuff. But the Grand Vizir, in command of
the army engaged against the French, had entered
Syria. To him the Emir addressed himself; his
remonstrances were backed by a present of 100,000
piastres, and a large supply of provisions for his
troops. By these means, and the influence of Sir
Sidney Smith, he was received into favour, and had
conferred upon him by the Sadrazem the govern-
ment of the Lebanon, Baalbec, the Bkkaa, Waddy
el Teim, and the Beled Bsharré ; with the assurance
that his authority should be placed on the footing
of that formerly exerted by Fakreddeen.

Jezzar answered the firman of the Vizir by the
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vestiture of the sons of Jusuff, in favour of whom
the whole of the Sheiks declared, with the exception
of the Jumbellat. The Emir was about to fly to
the Hauran, when his hopes and courage were re-
newed by the following letter : —

“ My Brother and well loved Friend,

“ I have learnt all that Achmet Pasha el Jezzar has done
against thee. I have learnt that he has driven thee from the
Government conferred on thee by the Ottoman Porte, and that
he has put in thy place the sons of Emir Jusuff. I immediately
prepared to go to Gaza to see our brother, the Grand Vizir. I
hope that thou wilt soon receive from me letters that will fill thee
with joy. Do not believe, my brother and friend, that my letters
have failed by any other cause save the numerous battles and
great fatigues wh