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area, newer ways of doing things have been discovered; faster, reliable, more durable ways. 
Houses are now being raised with modern materials, and even the ones standing still in 
traditional clay and thatch are being refurbished with the fashionable cement blocks/metal 

Mr. Bassey Ekpenyong, an indegene of Ito community in Cross-River state, Nigeria, calls 
me his friend in that manner that, as a stranger serving in his community under the 
National Youth Service Corp, makes me feel safe. He invites me to his shop in the evening, 

He sees the excitement register on my face and signals that I return, as if to say "I have 
been waiting for you". And truly, he has. He is making a new roof for his shop, he tells me. 

some lying underneath the sun, others already thatched and staked up in a pile. In his 
hands are two long, thinly carved sticks that will form the skeletal frame for a thatch.

He begins a new pair and laughs as he talk; a satisfaction that comes with the knowledge 
that he is creating for me yet another experience to take home when service is over. He 
makes a joke of it.

He folds a leaf in half neatly across both sticks. He does same for another leaf, lapping it 
He completes a pair of thatch in what takes minutes and begins another.

Mr. Bassey is a converser. He talks about the need for this change, a practice he does every 

pointing to his shop behind, mud house with mat(thatch). He points to other houses 

"Ikanga" zinc dey up.
but what intrigues me the most is their fellowship in that shared space, a communion of 
banter and silence.  

thought, a story, a sigh - childhood friends who had all grown up in this same space and 

only to return yet again.

Childhood friends thatching through time, memories into their palms, pinning them into 
that place of recollection, of regret, of conquests. Pinning them with the same laughter and 
voices that survived time.

When asked how and when they had learnt thatching, the story is the same for everyone. 

traditional mud houses.
meal for the day and bought them treats. He had, later, on completion of their work, also 
paid for their mothers for their services; money that went towards their upkeep.

"We just sabi" Mr. Bassey tells me, explaining to me how he couldn't really pinpoint exactly 
how he had learnt. How, before then, in a society where almost everything used was 

being done on a daily basis; just by being a part of the home/society.

To Mr. Bassey this is more. It carries enough sentiment for him to brag about the metal 

leaves into thatch.

His shop, once his home, carries memories of events: of childhood adventures; of leaving 
and returning; of his late wife; of loss. Memories that make him the person he is. And 
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