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“ It may safely be predicted that if we ever suffer irretri-
“veable defeat on Indian soil, we shall leave the land, not to
European tivals, but to its native chiefs and that the still
remembered woes of Maratha and Pindhari raids will be
forgotten amid the ravages of new oppressors ... but, our best
defence is the good will of the people and that soomer or later
we shall secure, if we only deserve it.

—The West Minister Review for October 1877.
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~ ““Our chief task is to keep up the enthusiasm witnessed
in urban India on the day of the arrest of Gandhiji and other
leaders. The essential consideration is time, Not only we
have to show what we are worth within two to four weeks, but
that our rural and urban movement should be so coordinated
and timed together that the Government may not already have
crushed the one before the other is ready tc meet with the
same fate,

The viilage population should be encouraged to declare at
public meetings and elsewhere that they are free and that the
laws, taxation and the police and other arrangements of foreign
Government no longer bind them. The beginning of such meetings
may be made in the smallest unit. but the activity must soon
develop into freedom and fraternity processions marching from
one village to another. All this is intended to lead to the
bigger meeting of, say, ten or twenty villages. Once the people
ate roused, their energies must be given a definite task. In
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the present circumstances, this can be nothing else than non—
violent raids of thousands of people on the symbols and centres
of British authority, the Thanas and Tahshils. These must be
put out to action. The police and other government servants
should be invited, in the first instance, to accept the authority
of the people or, Gn their refusal to do so, should be dispossess-
ed both of their weapons and their governmental positions.
(1) Such raids should take place in the best-awakened and
organised two or three Tahsils of any one district and care
should be taken not to select such areas in which there is
friction of any kind. (2) Not only must these raids be tip;ed
together in the same district but throughout the province, at
least in the majority of the districtywhere the Congress message
has reached best. The culminating point of these raids will
be reached when the spontaneously " awakened but organised
energies of the people jn their thousands raid the district head-
quarters. The Government machinery will then not only be
paralysed but shattered. At thig moment, or in the process a
parallel authority of the people will be formed. ‘This will be
beginning of the Free Indian State. Efforts should be made to
time together, as far as possible, the paralysis of the existing
Government machinery in all the provinces., ‘The climax of

this paralysis should he designed to reach in four weeks
from now.

The Instructions are as follows : —

(1) To canalise the sponftaneous outbursts of the people,
an organised form should pe given to it. An authoritative call
for a general strile till Gandhiji and other leaders are back
among us throughout the country is hereby given and in the

first twenty cities of India, efforts should be made to make it
complete,

(a ).Colleges and Universities must close indefinitely till
fieedom '> won and Gandhiji is back among us. The striking
students will (1) lead the demonstrative action in the towns

of (2) go into the villages to further our four weeks’
programme,

(b) All general offices such as wholesale trade, banks and
other establishments must close and their clerical personnel
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brought out. Retail shops with the exception of food and
similar provisions must also be persuaded to close.

(c ) Stoppage of work in manufacturing industries, such
as textiles and Engineering should be completed in the course
of indefinite general strike and the workers brought out,

(2) Efforts should be made to reach the workers and
elerical staff in the transport industry such ag railways and
docks and in the Government agencies such as post and tele-
phone and radio and in the electricity producing and distribut-
ing plants, while the ‘general strike ipn other spheres is
maturing. When culminating point of the general strike is
feached, say three or four weeks from now, the call of strike
should be given to this other category of workers and clerks;

(3) Care should be taken to see that the climgz of the
movement both in rural and urban India is reached in four
weeks from now.

There is also a problem of the technical work of our
Tevolution. Two things must be borne in ming - (i)  These
activities should never be looked upon as independent. ‘They
must in every event be subordinate to mass action.
of the activities should be such as to endanger hL
whether Indian or British and warnings should
issued.

(1i) None
uman life,
always be

Again now shall we infuse in our people the determination
to face firings and yet not to retaliate in kind.

In the earlier
stages, hundreds will have to be ready to die,

Appeal should be made to the Militatry and the Police
through leaflets and personal approaches and brave encounters
in the midst of an awakened and awkward situation,

Indians
among Government forces should in the first instance, be ask-
ed to regard themselves as free men and to refuse to submit

to foreign authority and to come over to the Iudign revolution,
If they cannot do this, they should, in the second instance, be
asked not to shoot at their own defenceless people fighting for
their freedom, as much as their own. Appeals not to shoot
may also be addressed to British and American soldiers, although

Fl.eond
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the emphasis here will not be on national
human Freedom and Eeace all over the world.

Mahatma Gandhiji's Message to Free India : —

EVERY MAN IS FREE TO GO THE FULLEST LENGTH
UNDER AHIMSA

¢ Complete Deadlock by strikes and other possible Non-’—

violent Means.’
KARENGE YA MARENGE—DO OR DIE.

How will you implement this Message ?

(1) Acknowledge no authority save that of the people.

(2) All Factories, Mills, Colleges, Markets etc. must
remain closed till freedom is won.

(3) Do no co-operation with the Government.

(4) Persuade Police to disobey CGovernment orders.

(5) Destroy Telephone and Telegraph Connections.

(6) Dislocate Government Machinery.

(7 ) Dislocate Tram and Bus Services.
(8) Picquet Government offices and do not allow the
Government machinery to function at any cost.

(9) Circulate by all possible means as wall-writings,
ground-writings, mouth-to~-mouth propaganda, hand-writing
leaflets etc. news regarding the uprising and the rebellion
of the people in any part of the country against the Government.

‘(1‘0) C?.pture the college premises and take charge of the
admlu}lstrat:o.u and keep them closed till the Government
( British ) withdraw, »
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We had to come to close quarters with English democratic
-organisation, draw it into oursleves and absorb the democratic
spirit and methods so that we might rise beyond them. We have
“to learn and use democratic principles and methods of Europe,
in order that hereafter we may build up something suited to our
“past and to the future of humanity., We have to solve for the
‘human race, the problem of harmonising and spiritualising its
impulses towards Liberty, Equality’ and Fraternity, In otder
“that we may fulfill.-our mission, we must be masters of our
"OWDaaesans In ’ﬁ’é'xt great stage of human . progress, itis nota
material but a spiritual, moral and physical advance that has
to be made and for this a free Asia and in Asia,a free India must
take the lead.” — *‘The TLiberater Shri Aurobindo, India and
‘the world, ” by Sisirkumar Mitra ( 1954 ) at page 106.
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