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Maj SEVERSKY: 11d like to ask a fow brief gquestions about your exgperiences
sn CEINA. Did you leal 2ny operaticns ~coeinst feneral CHEMIAULT and the

Chianeee Alr Force—--Flying TigersT

a. Durinz the time 1 wes in CHINA the Chinese .»1r Tcrce had been wiped cut.
4g far as 1 knevw there was no Chinese sir Force toO speak cf, end ny Hrin-
ciple duty was in training. I hed nc operaticns azeinst the Chinese ALY
Torce. 1 have heard of CHENJAULT but have never enccuntered him and 1
kncw little of his operaticns or our oper=ticns ag=inst him. I know the

plane, otc., for the MiLaY Campailgns, tut little abcut cur speraticis in

CHINA.

Do you kKnow anythinz avout the Japanese bombing camp21isns aceinst CEUNGA
KING, andc CHENGTU?

A. I was in EaliOI, the Northern part of FRENCHE INDO-CHINA just befcre the

€ . then I oot orders to bomb KUMNING., 1 don't kuow

the exact rcason, bub T think the purpcse of i1t was to cover up our intent-
jon of going scuth and try to make the enemy think we were going Northe.

I didn't even know at that time I was going to operste south. Then while

in HaNOI I received orders to elert our plenes for oper=tions down in the
southern area, but no date was specifically mentioned; I mercly ot the plan
of coerations and was told "the day would be civen later'--it was known 28

X."‘d.a'y ®

75y AGELWAIN: Thet was while you were gtill with N:.1-Sall HIKODAN?
A, Yes, I got crders on December 3, 1941, to sdvance {¢ FNOM-PENH,

Q. Before thet, when &id you get the first preliminery ~rder to adv~ancce South?
4. You mean the order sendirg me ovVer to HANOI?

Q. Yes:
i. 2 December 1941

. Thet is the firset time you know of any plsn to move south?
1 hed 2 general idea that that is where I was Zoing, but had seen no orcers

tc that effect.

Q. But before thet time you had orders to attack KURMING?

i. Yes, as a feint. Althcuzh I was Ziven orders on the third tc procead tO
this place, X—-day had not been fixed yot. On the 6th. I got crders 10 bemb
DENANG and attack »LOR SThR on the eighth. 211 the Japanese 21T fcrces in
this area were under -+ %3en SUGW Ra who is ~ow in KYUSHU. Ve hed three
obijectives 1in this »nlan: the first was tu ctver the advanc: cf YAMASHITA!'S
forces by sea; the geccnd was to cover the landings on the north coast of

MaDaYa and the third was to destrcy‘British air power eround SIGArORE. §

Maj McELW.IN: Did you plen 1O erplcy your air forces primerily in dafense of
ships, prim&rily azainst nirfields &8s & ccunter-air-force air force, OT
orimerily in support of grcund forces by strafing =nd dive-bombing?

A. Purely &s & direct esccrt force to defend acainst o ttacking planes.

Q. The mission wes tc desirey the British air force?
... The enemy 2ir force ~ttacking the ships.

Qo Rether than attack enemy cround troops?
A. That is right. There were three HIKODANS in this HIKOSHIDAN CaFS? The

12th., nade up entirely cf fichters; the 7th. under Y MaMOTO (Major
nenaral) composed of mediun borbers; {({Nete: Determined by Ccl POTIS to
be XKI - 3 lizht borbers) and the 3rd., composed of £fizht bombers. The 10th.
HIKODAN was assigned to cover the invaesion by Maj Gen SHIROTANI. The army
yas in oharee of the South arca. The only Naval unit essizgned tc this aree.
was the 22nd. KOLUSENT:I. In thls srea operations were under command of th
Navy with supper?t from the Arnmy, as was the case in the PHILIPPINES area
operaticus. The Army crmmander in this area was LU Gen OBATA; he died later

on Guam.

Q. After theplanding in the PHILIFPIUES, did the contrcl pass tc the Army?
A. It was 2 Joint command after the ccecupation.
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'Q. Whot was the percentage after yocu had sstablished yourselves aghore-—the
qumber of Aarny planes sn the PHILIPPINES, the number of Navy olanes? In
cther words, 1n the opening pheses U» to Dec 20 what were the percentzgZes

cf army and Navy planes?

a., I don't know sbout the CHILIPPINE area, but from what I have heard, the
Navy had more planes than the Army in the area.

e Did thcse planes conme from carriers CT did scme of them come down fronm
- FORMOSA?

A. They were 1and-based Navy planese. The Carrierplanes were all ia the
Gentral PaCIFIC theatre. Due to the fect that the Navy planes had longer
renge, they were assigrned principal tarczets in the Scuthern PHILIPPINES
area and the army Wes aggigned tergets in the Northern =2Ieca.

Qe How many olanes did you neve available at the bezinning of the MauaYa can-
peizn.

4o I am not certain, but in rouzh fizures, about 600 nlanese

Q. How meny Nevy?

A, I am not certain but about one-third that nunber. They were not included
in the 600 - makine 2 total of 800.

Q. Did the aArmy nave anything to Qo with the sinking of the Prince cf Wales
@& ond the Repulse?

A. No, ey ¥avy nlanes. The aArmy range wes 0t long cnough.

Q. What was, in your egtimetion, the comparative averase skill of the arny
pilots as cpposed te the Navy pilots at thot time, the beginning of the

wart

4., The Nevy pillcts wers vetter because they hed better navigaticonal experience,

but the daring and morale of the Army nilots was just as ~ood. The planes

used by the arny in attacking MAYLAY were cld type planes which had non-
retractable laading gear, for example. They often went out on leng-range
missicns which precivded the possibility »f returning to their b-ses and
waere therefore given crders tc land on fields which were nct cdefinitely
wnown to be occupied. They often gortied shipping desnite bad weather, dis-
tance to the tzrget and aporoachllg darkness. 1o morale and willingness,
the arnmy plilots were just 28 »o0d, but the Nevy »ilcts had more therough

tr&-inim:f-
Q. What type of plane did you have under your command?

A, I had five sental 1n Iy HIKODAN: twe light vomber sental, one fizhter
sentai, cne attack ple.ne_aenta.i, and one reconnalissance sentai.

Q. What types of plenes?

A. Type 99 twin—-en<ine bomber (sally); Tyvoe 100 HQ reconnaissance; (Oganr)
Tyna 1 £i-nhter; (KI—43) Tyre 99 2ttock l2ue {1%'.1—-51).

Qe Did you participate in the assault on the SINGAPORE itgelf or did ycu just
support the initial ohases of it 7

A. Yes, 1 participated in suppert of the Arny-—~the 55th. Army under YAMASHITA.

On our schedule we Were€ supposed to cecupy SINGAPORE on 11 February, and

were suphosed to occupy PALEMBANG on the lzth.; but we didn!t get full
support until the 15th.,.s0 1 covered both the parachute attack on PoLEM-

» BanG and the landings cn 'the 15th.

Qe What types of planes did you use in your parachute s ttacks?
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Q. How many transports?

A. Avogt 30.
ay afver the Germal

Q. Was the parachute drop on =
s a background--as & noedel?

drop on C...7E? Did they use€ that a

with the history of the CRuTE parachute attack

a. No, I wasn't toO familiar
this attack myself.

so 1 developed the plan for

G. Did you have to use€ your bombers to CarIy any of the troops-

any'bombera——just 30 traasports. The bombers ciomcied equip-

ment. 1 had planned to drop the parachute troops on the aipfiadd, but 1t
wasn't for me 1O decide bec.use the parachute troops were not uner Ly
command. They refused to land on the airfield and landed outsidee Y

commander higher up told me 1 would have to agree with that plan.

A. We didn't use

Q. Wwho thought of dropping them On the refineries?

thorities decided that at SQAMBOHOMBU.

i. The central au
ort” stroight:

7' like to get this "epround 3uL O
t to hit there? Did your

1 times. What did you €r;€ec
bomb SINGAPORE!

Ma SEVERSKY ¢
was bombed severa

organization ever
A. The principal object was tO wipe out enery 5 B power-by”bombing of alr-
fields, etc. That was not oul orinecipal ob jective when we starteG outs
We landed &b SUNGEI PATANI and the day We avrived we were‘bOMbed'byibritish
planes and about nalf the outfit was wiped cub. Therefore, though 1t
vomb SINGArCRE, WE had to. We asttacked
only at night and never in daylight because we crea
ion by bombing at night. The 1arzest force over sent over wab about three

planes.
Ma j VeELWAIN: Who ran the 100-plane raids on STilGA ORE which wel€ supposed
what was the largest

vo have taken place, according to the newspap ers!?
force you ever put over SINGAPORZ?

sy SINGAPORE was spout three planes and usually
felt

A. The most we everl sent ove i
we had so fe . Also. by bombing at nignt we

about one or two because
t confusion, ~1thousn the aamage wasn't su great.
red SINGAPORL with the Yamamoto force in a Jjoinv

1ying parb of the fighter escort .

Gol POTES: I believe you ststed pefore that youl purpose 1n vorbing SINGAPURM
was o neutrzlize enemy airfields, anc you had no ob jective in bombiyg ships

in the narbor, supply dwrps, amimunition dwnps, gtcC.

that we crcated grea

sbout 100 plianes attac
operation, my unit supp

A, Our principal target was airficlds because Wc operated at such nigh 2 1bi~
tudes that we covlan't nit any thiag smeller than that; but oul OQeratiahn“at
1ow altitudes, 200 metres. We cut off our

nd get wnder the sewrchlights.

5t SUNCEI PaTaul, that was not your principal
Did you decide to attaclk the ailr forces

Ma j SAVERSKY: When you arrived
1y speaking of the

mission, to attack the air forces.
or was 1% decided for you 2t the.t time, OT Were you S1mD

attacks on S T1IGAPORE?

A. I was only speaking of the attacks on SINGAPORE.

was your mission atb the beginning of the MATAYAN Campe.lal to neutralize

»
the airfields OT to do something elsel
o5 Lo protect the transports;

Our first mission w
our thirad mission was tO

A. That was our third mission.
rotect the 1landings;

our second mission was to P
suppoOTt ground Iorces.
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Maj McELWAIN: How about ground support? Did you ever nave the idea of as—
gistin. ground operations by ~ttacking tanks, encly forces, gun positions,

supply dumps ?

A. Yes, $that was oul primary objective.

. Did you do mach of it?

A, We did. Cur primary ob jective was to attack enemy strong points. The eneny

sir force interfered with that so we had 1O change our plans in order to

destroy the enely air force. That finished, we returned to our job of sup-
porting the sround forces by attempting to destroy the enely ground forces.
This three-fold operation, covering the route dowi, covering the landings,
and wiping out the enemy air forces-was the overall mission of the dIKO
SHIDAN., My particular HIKODAN was assigned the Sty of ground support.
Since it included the nedium bomber SENTAL; it was assigned that duty be=
cause other planes couldn't strafe.

Maj SEVERSKY: Yor had a portion destroying enemy air and a portion attack-
ing eneny stTong points., 1Is that right?l

s Yes. In three montns, up to March 10, 1942, we shot down 136 enery glanes,
and destroyed 103 on the ground.

Maj McELWaAINS Who did that—-the whole Japanese force?

A, My outfit alone. We also sank seven 8ihl. 8.

Q. Did you do that while attacking the strong points or wele they shifted OovVeT
to that as a plane tosk furce for a short period?

A. The attacks o1 the shipping were carried cut in the completion of our

~ission before the landing at PALEMBANG. On the 14th. we . ttacked PaliM-

BANG three times 1n order to wipe out the eneny sirfields there, in pre-
Haration for the landings. The figures ~ziven include the number of eneny
plaines jestroyed in all phascs of operation over & threc—month period,

and include the results of our attacks on PATLEMBANG.

Q. At the tinme you pushed into S INGAPORE, what was the cirective that the

overall command in the south had been given from hesdguarters 1in TOKIO as

to where you would #O: Would you Just keep pushing until you had #o stop
or were you told to talke so much and stop?

A. I had no knowledge of our plaas. Origzinally 1 thou nt SINGAPORE wwuld be

the end of the line; taen when we captured SINGAPORE 1 was told %0 attack

PLLEMBANG., I was quite surprised and thought we were coing pretty far a-—
field. Then, to Y arnazement, 1 was told to attack JaVA, I d4id not agree
with this plan of attack; Iy opinion was that unless we 1imited ourselves
to this area and strengthened it for a defensive war, Wwe would lose.

(The area indicated included the BUKINS, the MARIANADS, PHILIP2INES, CELEBES,
palaYa, FHRENCH IHDO-CHINA. )

Q. Tie guestiun is, did you thiak that the ATXLY comrmanders in the fiegld ., Hav-
ing such easy successes, made thelir own decision to push on and then told
TOKYO &héy were SULNE to do tLat, or did the impetus cone from TOKYO?

A. I really don't know about this, the reasoi being: That i was iy TOKYO ot

the time uf tac Feuri.ry 26ta., 1936, ineicent=--revelt of Mo voung officers

in TOKYOgand was therefore suspected of complicity and was e-nt to KYUSHU.
From then on 1 naven't 'mown what went on in Central Headgquarters; you

might say 1 was banishec.
Q. Col TERRILL: You got yoursell fin Dutch" with TOKYO?

A, Yes, and a8 & result of this 1 was always sent to 4o oi.d jobs and was used
as 2 "pinch—-hitter“. Whenever trouble cane up soneplace 1 was called back
to TOKYO and sent out to settle nmatiers. 1 was, for instance, sent out on

the "Russian incident in 1939."
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168 WETre jnvolved in that incident?

Jow many Japa.nese pla

Q. Mal McEIWAING
there, put I was sent to stpp 1iv
1 was told "This met be stoupped,
that towards the

A. I don't know what had been going O up
because the situation had deteriorated.
One reason fOT stopping the ficht was

and you arraing® ik 1°
end we Were 1eft with only 152 pilots.

d you have at the beginning?

Q. How many di
ime so 1 dontt know.

1 wes in HAMAMATSU at the ©

Ao
a 10t more

the reason for these lossest Did the Russians have

Q. What was
were they bettier trainedl

pilots OT
planes}

ambered by the Russian planes; WE were using arny

A, We were heavily outn
in the arca.

RESTRICTED 278 -6~




RESTRICTED

. HRAD(UARTZRS
’ r.8. STR~-TUELO BUMRING SURVEY
(PﬁG;FIC}

0/G POSTMANTER, A FRANGISCO
P IEMEATARY INTHRROG.TIUN NO. 276 - PL.CE: TOKYO
D.TE: 28 liovember 1945

Interviewcd: Licutenant General Snde

Ma jor Ruberd Braucher (GSC)
Nichols (USKR)

Intarrugmturi

Inter retelrs Lieutenant Commander

278 -1-4

RuSTRICTED




RiSTRICTED

-

» . You said that there was sbout 600 Army planes 1in SOUTH FRYNCH INDO#CHINA
ot the beginning of the war., Can you sive the composition of that forcel

A. The 3rd., HIKODAN had five HIKOSENT..I, with strength os follows:s

FIGHTER BOMBER OTHuR
59 FR 30
64 TR 720 (not under 3rd FB until PALEMBERG)
27 FR 30 (type 90 SE)
75 FR 30 (type 90 SE)
90 FR 30 (type 90 SE) h
15 FR 12 (HQ rcce:
Hy 2 (Hg recce
2 (Transports)
. Total 166 planes. Those are rough figures. The establishment was =7 1n

three squadrons of nine, but cach unit had some reserve planes. These
rescrve planes had crews, but because of sickness and maintenance prublens
only about 20 planes out of 30 would be operational. =LY 17 March, waen
they srrived &t BANDRENG, JaVA, we had only o0 planes left. we moved into
KALIDJATI on 3 March, and by 8 March when the Dutch surrendered, only 50
planes were left, and I was not very confident of success. We were armed
only with guns and swords when the Tutch came in with sbout 390 vehicles
including tanks, and we expected to be killed, but they surrendered when
our planes attacked tae vehicles and stalled them on the road. We aes-
troyed about 200 and the rest fled.

.. How neny planes did the 7th., 10th. and 1loth. HIKODAN have?

A. The 10th. was much sraller and had ¢ld types, perhaps 75, Ths 12th. haa
sbout 70 or 80 Type 97 fislters. (1i0T8) I don'd Imow about the 7th.

Q. dow meny did the 22nd. KOXUSENTAI (Navy Air Flotilla) have?

A. About 50 heavy bombers, 36 fighters. The bombers 21l were Type 96. The
>lenes which attacked the Prince of wales and Repulse were mostly Type 96,
but there might have been a few Type 1 bombers.

Q. We have been told that the Japanese Army flew %000 sorties against SILGAPORA.
Does that seem correct to you?l

A. I anm possitive that there were not so many against SINGAPURL. The 7th.
HIXODAN sent about five big daylight raids, but the cotiaer attacks were
with a few planes at night. The Zrd. HIKODAN only sent two or three planes
ach night. I don't taink between the 3rdl and 7th. HIKODAN there were mcre
then 1000 bouber sorties on SINGaPORE. The 3000 fi;ure rmet inclu.e escorts
ing fighters, attacks on PALEMBANG, and supports of YAMASHITAS grounc tmpprs.
The normal bosd load was 700 kg for heavy boumbers and 300 kg for light bomb-
ers. I looked at SINGAPORY later and there was no rough damege for 3000
sorties.

Q. What was the Navy effort - the 22ad. KOKUSENTAL - aside from sea patrols
and attacks on the Prince of Wales and hepulsel

A. They escorted convyys and coouperated in the SINGAPOnE attack, zttacking were
siips and transports vO prevent bringing in reinforceneats and sup-lies.
The Navy probably attac'ea SINCGAPORE rore often then the ariyy, but I think
with fewer surties. The Navy had creater Range, and could bord from FRELCE
I DO-CHINA from the begimning, while the Army had to capture airfields close:
to SINGAPORE. first.

.. at PallBaNG were the 30 transports couanverted borbers?

A. We had botihr Lockheeds and converted Type 37 bombers, both carrying trouvps.

Qo
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How big was the hombing sttack before the paratroop attack?

A. The first attack was on the 7th. or 8th. of February, with 211 the plenes

Qe

A.

of the Zrd. HIKODAN except the omth. HILOBENTAI, but were r=ined out end
only the fighters of the 59th. XIKOSENTAI got through, to strefe. The

next day we m=oe o full-scale sttack with 20 medium bombers., O heevy
bombers were used in these sttacks. On the cacond raid we destroyed =1l
the plenes on the ground, but the Dutch bed brought in more when we attack-
eé with 20 bombers on the 12th., On the l4th. we again attacked with 20
bombers during the landing ooeration tO silence entiaircraft fire. We

did not drop meny bombs becsuse we Were coing to use the field. We wentec
only to destroy fighters and eilence F.I'. fire. The distance was pratty
long, 2nd the planes rrobably nerried less then Z00kkg -- perheps an average
of 200 kg per plene. ©Six tons might be a correcy estimation. We tried tO
avoid dameging the towvn, the sirfield or the oil installations,

How meny peratroops were droppect

“stween 10 and 20 in each vplane, about &00 - 500 in all. They were specially
treined in KYUSHER. |

How mzny paralroops were lost?

The losses were very light, not more then 20 men. The craw of one bomber
cerrying supplies was loet t0 A.A. in the lending, bt there were no other
losses. The 20 were 1in subeeruent fighting.

Whet wes thelr mission?

To prevent femolitlon of airfield end oil inetellstions by the Dutch.

They were successful in both - capturing both immedistely. Ther- was 1O
damege et all to the 5il inetellations until Duteh plenes =ttacked later.
Some damegeewes ceussd DY the Dutch bombing - two OT three fires, not sub-
ctantisl - but none =2t the time of the drown.
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