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HEADOUARTERS
U.5. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY

(PACIFIC)
APO 234
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NO: 36 PLACE: Tokyo
(Obtain from G=2) DATE : 17 Oect 45

Tl : 2300 PM
Division of Origin: Capital Equipment and Construction.

SUBJECT: Interrogation of Metal I.dustries Control Associa-
tion, Reproduction of Wire and Cable.

Personnel interrogated and background of each:
a. . NAKAGAWA -- President of the Association (also
president of Furukawa Electric Co.)
b. S. YAIAGUCHI--~ General Director of the Association
c., TANAKA -- Oecretary of the Association.

Vhere interviewed: Xonwa Karkan Building=-0ffice of the
Agsociation.

Interrogator: Pfc Jacobson
Interpreter

Allied Officers Present:
SUld: ARY s

a. General statistics on production, labor, damage and
allocations of raw materials were obtained.

b. Information on problems in the industry, status of
cable manufacturers, and present condition of
plants was obtained.




1. Statistices ~renarsd by the association included
annual nrcduvction of electrical wire and cable in 137 and
1543, monthly nroduction for August 1945 in terms of ven and
weight of the ecrnductor (exeluding the weizht of the in-
sulating matesrial, sheathing, ote.). A list of leading
commanics, productive caracity last due to air raid damage
emdloyrent, allacations of finished nrecducts to military
and civilian use, 1©42-1¢44, materials allocated for civi-
lian manufacture, and nroduction of comner and coﬁﬁer alloy
nroducts vas also incluvded. |

2. Comlate nroduction statistics from 1€42-1C45 will
be fiurnished on 23 Octobar 1¢45,

3. A nlant gusstionnaire was ziven to Nakagawa for
the Furuvkawa Comrany. It vill also be comnlated by Mon-
day for all nlants under ics jurisdiction;

4, General information about the wire and cadble in-

. dustry:
' ) a. Le2adin: corvorations in elactrie wire and
. |
“ecable rmanufacture. . '"The Blz o5ix"
1. Furukawa
2. Sumitomo
3. fujikura
4., Showa
5. Dai Nichi
5. Hitachi | :
The Nikai Comany snecializzs in sub-
marine and cther marine cablcz.
b, Sixty-seven nerecart of 2!l wirs and ecable .
aroduced by Furvkarva, Sumitomo and Fuiiltura,
: with a ratio of 5 5, 3 amonz thaz threa.
s c. Production of the "Big Six" was about nincty

nereant of thzs 2rtire 2lcetric rire ard cable

irdustry,

2.




3. By 1945, 50 of a total of 127 factories were

dastroyed by fire, represerting a loss or
A0 percent of the rrodruetive eanacity of
wire and cable manufadturing,
e. Zmnloyment was 24,371 in Marchllc45. It Tell
to 16,805 in Sentember. At the moment, with
students leaving the emnlay of tae iﬂdu?try,
about 5-5,C0C are working in it.
£, The mining canacity of the conner industry is
estimated at 35,000 tons at the moment. During
the war it attaired a pealt of 80,000 tons.
g. Problams which faced the industry drvring the wap:
1. A labor s-oertage - was filled by girls,
studencs and Xor=2ans.
2., DRail transportation toward the end ol the
—ar was inadecuvate., Comleted cable
, cluttzr=d uvwo the Furukawa Company's ware- ‘
housas awalting transnortation. - :
3, The Mavy received 50-70 noreent of all ire
and eable nroduets during the war,; with
about 30 partcent going to the Army and
Civilian industry.
4. The Army's only outstarding dzsranc was
for field telenhone eable, and was quite
srrall comnared vith Navy dermands.
5. Sinee the Manchurian '"incidant" 1¢33,

nroduction of wire and cable slowly in-

creazed.
t
6. Aluminum, iron and steel were used as .
substitutes for copner. :

. - 3 -




7. A definite civilian shortoge of wire
and cable existed. &rmy and Navy
shortages are "unknown".

8. The Sumitomo Company, formerly éd
in importance has been hit hardest
by fire destruction. The present
order of productive capacity 1is
Furulkaws (undamaged), Dai Nichil,
Showa, Fujikura, Simitomo, and
iltachi.

9, No conversion of manufacture either
to production of cable or to pro-
duction of other products by the
cable industry is noted during the
WAT o

10. Using 1940 = 100 as a price index,
the price of copper was 60C in 1945,
according to Nakagawa,

11. This industry has been a sonopoly
in the past, with its main problem
that of obtoining sufficient sup-
plies of copper. During the war,

some aluminum was used as a substi=-

tute for copper.




