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MARRIED

ITR) . H fyebpaan®. %
In connestion with' their scsiz! adiwrimen’; “ore o

rrod g omnmbar of thinis which made

there hzd oo

clearer to Ducy and Marjovie the nroblemals
swhich exintad hiriween them, though {U must be confessed

it wns slezrar chiefly to Bim. The one

becn ‘froubling Drer was not wi

agreeably® into her sosial dreams—!lo

S0 grest was her lovs for him— bt w
fit herself into his.  Of all hizfrymer iriesds, be eonid
thirk of enly a fowr whn would be interested in Marjories
or she in them. She cared noihing for the studist life,
exgept as it ewncerned him, and he-knew nmo> other.
Becaunse of his volatile,® enthusiksils temperament..
it was easy %o sco, now that she was with hivn constantly,
that be could exciix bé led info: one relationship and
angitber which comeerned ‘:;er mt at zall. He wes for
runuing here, there, and eﬁeryv:heze;' "just as he hed.
befors marriage, and it was very hard for him to sez-
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want 1o be. .SLe weald uob bo fniz..sud in all the

péopie ke knew, he th:z:rrht.’ Tow tho! he ves living
with her. ond cohserv ng e her more c¢lozsis, ke was quite
sure that msst of the people e o had kb vn inthe past,
even in an indifferenti’ woy, wouid rot appeal fto her
at ‘all.

Ta,ke Cassandra  Draper,. for. isslanss, .or. Neva<
Badger 07 Edna Pambv'n,ge, wit h L Lu”dumf thea ‘_1‘1&.1'
talent, o Comeh'z Skiff. or Velida Rlackstone — any of
‘these wWomen ' of fhe musical sit-studic world wi'h their
r._.dlc ideas,. thou' mdiffer-:-nse io sppemrances, their
semise cret"’ urmora‘ AA i yet any cf these wdmen
voqu be g]ad fo sse hxm sct;aliy, unacsdmpanis d by his’
wife, and he'wonld ke gled to.see thom. He liked theny.
Most; of- t'r\=m h 3- not seen Jiﬁ;.jai’le’ but, u they hs,d,
he fa_nclcd th"t tbay vu.uId fgel aocu* l‘e. “'lhu}‘ ag k}e:,
did-‘”—-th:t is, that she Hid not like them, really did not
it with their world.,  She-tow's” wot . understdsnd. their
pomt af vuav», he saw that. She was Iar ona h.Le, one;
}ove. All thls exs 1L°m° t_ a';.au: enter 'nment, them
gathering in this stuiio and tha , tkis maeémfr of radmais
and m_udds and buddingy thca mc.xl stars which she ‘had-
heard himy - a‘md othefs tal kmO‘ about——she su§p°cted of

LTmeLTa Lax gt :T

it no good results. € ii was fo5 feV%rstu-tOO far rémoved
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‘from the commonplace® of livicg to which she had been
.ascustome:} Shh -had bsfm -msed on_a farm.where if»
she was not acinally .a fa:mer s daufrhtu,ﬁbe had
*Wztnessed th.t 2 real %rugg;e for emsw—me rre'mt _ ‘.
h’ Out m Toua, m the ne.{;‘..bo"hoed of Avonc_"le,
“thare wers nin artis ts, A no’ medel ro hu:idmo' actre=s=s;
no ireiplent plarwrighis,® soel: as Mot ,fv“ ‘o ioun'i Pere.
about "her. - Th"re, ‘people Tvierkad, and wiiked hard.
Her father was engaged at- Ls".!S._n.t?)\lte_.'iD Lreaking " the
soil- of his figids for the spring planting —an ol .man,
v;s,xt.h a \Jm*e Leard, an hcues kindly ese, a bro“d,
hnchy charuv, a sepse of dlty Her mother v.as A.er'd-
ing daily'over a cook- stova,® ~p*"'ﬂp,a::rxcr meals, washing
.tirsl,e:, sewing c}ﬂ-‘»’h% mending sccks, doing the th"usand
‘and one clores'’ wiich fail to the lot of% every- g o
housswife and mother. Her sisier Cecily, for ail ter.
gajety and' beruty, was kelping her mother, t;eaching'
:.chool, gomg to chareh, aad taking the comvronplc,ce
facts of mid-Western life in a simple, gocu-natured,
upambitious way. And there was none of that toplofty®
seneé -of superiorily which marked the manner ef these
Fastern upstarts.’ - ~ T
Duer had suggested that they give 8 tea,® and
:ieﬂ ded that they cmu!d invits Chariotte Russeﬂ ang
“Wiildfed "Ayres, who were both still co*xventxorially’ ‘moral
in their liberalism;*® Francis Hatton, a young scu(ptor,

~6—-
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and Miss Ollie Stearns, the latter betzuse she had =
elarming ‘eintralts’ yoiee and eould- help them entertaim.
Marjorie Twas wxllmrr te xnv;te both:- M;cs
Misg Ayres, not becauqe she réal]y ;.:,amed to now exther

of them but bec e, she did not wrsh to appear arb.trm" 2
and’ e'-*\peci Iy z:onti‘at'v. “In her e‘:stufn""(tiom3 'L‘u “fied”
fhese peonie 60 ﬂu@h They wera friends of oo fong
standing, * T Sha” refustantly” wrote . them. to .eome;:and
because tzzev' gxed_- Duer ar.-d- beeause they w;lg;bed tg ;s:ec?.
.the kind .of mfe he hgu, they care.
" There’ v.as n:) _real f; Lervdshp ‘to “be established
between ‘\Iar.,orle -a : ﬁss Agrer, However, i‘or t!.er'“
u"‘do!{" ‘on - h‘c w"s rad&e"Hv 65‘ srent, hrsuf;h Nilks
Ayres.'waz dg contervative as Mariptie  is . her *uititade~
and ag :set® -in her- wonvictions. .-Bat the - latter - had
decided, part Iy beeause Duer h‘.ld negiec;td Verl. vp%ﬂ"
becau=e Marjorie wa the vk,tnr m t"zs ﬂon F.’aﬁ, that ne

had 'mde & ‘mista J_ Twas CDnv'ﬂCEd t’nat Afaricria
hud Dot -sufficient artistic apprehension,® .suffisiens bre-

adth -of. eutlock; ta maker a’ good wife for'-h{:n.-,.-She
was c‘)arrr*mgr enﬂu"h to lock at, of- wourse-' she b
ﬂl‘covered *Tﬂ" -'.' Tier Firsh visits hut thereSwas re*“lly
“not en‘ongh m° i':er =oc'ahv, “she -was miot>Siffie: ‘ently
“tratned in -the %ays of the" wo; 18,7 Het u’ffxéxentiy wise

and ‘mtJestmg to - make*hita -an' idesk. cdmpamon In
addition she-insistédc.on thinking i Vigorously: and,
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soalle a8 shg m;ghf. zmi hs, s graeious as she might, it
sl & Eab aierie. fotised it “Duss @idy 2
g HeA - ﬁﬁ&"ﬁm‘r irtimate to exther -what he-thought, _
ba.g, he,,fel% that tbere W“lﬂd he Do peace. . It worned
: hm , fop Te Ttked Mﬂéred very mueh; by aias! Mamorle &
T 50 oo 15 say of he
i Asfor Charlotte Baussell; e was ;grateful to 1her -
for ‘the ;Jkasant manner. in ‘ch‘ she steered’ Ig%tﬁeen

[REE Y Aei..,u Wy

SG"IIa ord Chcryhdxs. She saw at once what Mar;or:e 'S

ST

trooble was, and did her best io sﬁlh stismcrdr'ia by‘
fredting. Disr foriially v . in.iHér presencei?’ I was “Mr.
}?ﬂds” here and- “Mr, lede” there, wuh mostm of . hen,
remarks aﬂdresscq te Aax,l‘j()"‘le; ’0&‘5 she ézd ont fxnd _lt
&Sy ézii»i‘xr‘xg' after Bl I‘ﬁarjoﬂe was suép.cmas Tix i-;‘;
Was Hione of the old Freedom : any more which:Had-esisted”
between. Charlotte and:-Duer - He saw; by -Marjorie’s.

fuanmer, tho moment he beca égae least exaberant5 and
:Eree that it would not do. “That evenihg he said, for-:;
Betting Winsert:

“Hey ‘Charlotte, you skate!® 'Gome over here, E
want. to. s ..how you scmethmg

oy L

He forgot all about' it afterward, ' bat~ Marjotis
eminded Kim.

FE BN RON

. ‘l‘Honey,

o she began, when shé was in'"his ?rms
before the fire, and he was Qlea.sf: expschng lt,' “what

-------

makes you be so free with pvople whar ‘they “call herer
= b =
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1. steered. FfiE, fliff, 2. iny her presense BAYTIATS

formally, 4 Fgt. 3. easy.sailing Jiil. 4. after

- all Lﬁ_}i‘i‘g‘:o 5, ftﬂ’%ﬁ?ﬁvﬂ%"’ Eo 6. skate §ff;
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Yaou're not tbz kind of man that ean rca‘xy ‘afford f:cw‘
b fres: wzth arzy one. : Don’ - yolr - know. oul eanit¥
You're  too: bigs —you're too .great.  Yon jist-, belitt]e®
yourself . when yeu do it and ftfma;}es ther hmk tha&
they are your equaP when they éré _n:;t - L -
“Who ‘has besn aetmg f*ce now?” he aQLed souriy,-
on the mstant "and’ 3et mth cerf‘am malke: be’ie"e3 cf
manner;- dfeéiimw i) storh& of frehng, the - afmesphcre
of censura®. and. cositral .iwhw;hathxs répmark forboded®
“Why, you" havel” she persisted corregtively, and.
yet epparently:mildly and - innsceatlyﬁ “Ycu always do.
You don b exorc;ce engugh dxgmty, dearie. It isn’t ﬁha.t
yon na:c'en’t 14: natumﬁy—-—yon Just dtm £ exomlse it. -Ij
know how it isi you forget o
Duer, stu:recl with Oppmutxon at ﬁhIS, for - she was:
striking ‘him on s tenle*'e'#: Spﬁ,‘ —his przde. i was
true that he d;i Iac dwnity at times, Ho knew 1t.> :
Because of hs aﬁectw fcr ,the beautuul or mteresumg

thmgs—-women, ‘men; uramauxc smuaﬁxons, songf, any-

‘t‘mnrr—— he ‘souvetvres beﬁme v*ezy gay ‘and free, talkmrr
i‘cmﬂs szuor} éla nE . eXpressions; | -latiching bomtemasf;
T, < 2 failing’ with him, he lenew: Heearried- tor

e -

kkcem’ﬁv at hmeq H’z‘a f@{ends, “his st intiate ores.

£ *he must professfon had noted!? it befors this. In
His own'heart¥o . reg‘retted' ‘the=e thmgs‘ afterwar-i, but

.....

— 1 ——
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freedor, galely — ngluralness, as ko ealled (8— 1% helped
Ficy v Ti= mosleal work, bat it It him tremandsfas]y
4 he th mxght tbat 2ny one e:se nahoed it -as out of the
ordmarv. He was ex:'aed ngiy sensxtive, :md thls de-
*ve]opuxg lme of orll ,xcm ."" Mé.r:;orze s was somethmg’
now to’ fx.rv‘ hu ‘.::'2_ naver notxge;l anyt‘hmguof _that m.
'her beforé marriage.

. .Up to the time of the Garemony, and for a Iittle
wﬁue afteswdrd, 1* hod aﬂpaarefi to i a8 if he were
Jord and raaster: .S 1=i had- aiways seomed- S0 depa*xdent
tn him, so snxious thaf by ehould take Her. Way, her”
vory lifa h-—:d‘baen in hiz E;g:_*;,(ic,, 2s if were, or so he”
had thought! And pow'=—1l: .7 to thlnk ‘back over
the cvening and sze what i?; L7 e .he.l dize or said.

’

but l‘e co..’;-. *a"qenm—v any .z, h’rerg,thmg soe'ned

innocent ena‘.:;; L o cca...n t pes: J a sL:‘.OF e thmfr am:i

nt
Cu

1 'don’t know uhat o' talking about?’ he replied
sofirly, withdrawing ‘mto. hivase!lf.?. . “0 haven't noticed
that T lack digoily 83 muwetl I hive ‘2 right to be
chearful, haven’t I3 You seem t) be firdinz 2 lot®-
that’s wrong with me.”™ ..

@ “Now please dsa't gut ‘ancrs, Dues’” she parsistad,.

dnxiolis 't apply the cortestive measire of her - griticism,

but. willing, at the-samz -#me,  to- use 4he quickness of

his sympathy for her obvious weaknosse and- apparent
— 14 -
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healpleseness to shislé herself from him. “I can’t ever
4ell you anvthing 1f ou'te eeing 1, bd. 2@ Fouc dopk
lack dlgnu,g g‘ene,aglly, l‘xm yrbup - X, gu only_,fox%g&}qbts

txmes . Don t you knm& how xt 15?” ‘

v laShe wasc&&dhng ape “Fetiri iei* Vb‘%@é‘%ﬁ#‘:
Fey ‘hgﬁd stroking ~his ehesls “in | lrawleus ~effort Ik
.uombine affection ard punisiment at the same ture.
Duer felt nothing but wrath, resentment, mscouragemen{t
il =
o “No,. T don’t”” ke replied erpssly.® “What:dld 1. dgh
T don’t recai‘ domo' anyi‘.hmg thut was €0 very’ much out
of- the way.’
P OTEWaST R that it Was, £6Very. mich;! foridys b wak
;ust tbe way_you did - 1t - You- forget, I knpu But 1{5
doesr’t lock right. 1t belittles’ you.” L
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“Ahy, - it wasn't ~anvthing‘_~:qo - very -rauch. S dwas
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Which Me. Wartsn' lenu you, a'*'d “01 were Showmg ’ihem
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goE'cen He was tﬁml«'ng tﬁan cu’amaﬂy h° x"ht
have slipped his arm about Char ;patg,mu_ﬁe mx%}m
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Duer, wf%usne'ir zmg‘rxl_y, - Godd, Feaven! 'Were, Sigh
immennt, simple things zs this to be madsThe Subjest
of comment and giftieisnt f Was hig “Tife, bedatiéd ef his
wuddeny dnfatnated® - marziage,  to B polledrddwii o 2
Ie\zel he had ,nexze: ,@reweusly eVs‘Il c@auumglaﬁea 2o Why e
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only been & little while at that. She's hke a sister (&
me. I like her. She’ doesn’t ‘mind-what T sqy. I’d‘st:f{e :
my: life! . she never: Ahotight- ;mythmgn about-it. »“Nd ope
~would who' g:kes e 25 ‘well &5 shedoes. : Why' do *“m
piteh: on?: that to mske 2 fu.ss about; for Heavents saked’?

‘ “PleaSS don’t- swear; Dyer,’: exclaired; Mﬁr;gﬁe
-anxmusly, usmg tms exp;&ssmn iiar crxtxcLsmg him-for-
ther, “It 1snt mc:e m you, .and: it dsesn’t sound mght
towara me. I'm your wife. It doesn Lmake any . dlf"
ferenee how long you ve known her, 1- don t t'nink it’
niee 1o talk to her in- '!;hat vs?é.y, partxcu‘arly in my )
‘presenes. - Youw say yow've kfiown her so-well and. yoix
1ike her-s0 muéh.  Very .well. - "Bat don’t you think: you
'oug'ht;’te -eonsider me a ifttle, riow. fhat T'm.your wife?
vDon’t your 'cE\mk that you oughtn’t to want t6 do anyliing
'hke that: any more, even if .you.have known her so- well
~don’t. ynu thmk? }gau re marr}ed nowy and it doesn’t
Icok ng}*t to others, whatevex: you thmk ef me. Ab-can’t
'}oek rxght to her, xf she S. as mce as yau say sbshls. »

'_Duer hstened to t}ns semrplea.dmg, _sexmchastlsmg
3 harangae* 1'.!?.»i‘f:h d1sturbed, oppoSod, “and xrmtahed ears.
Certamlyy there:_was some Aruth m wh,at she saxd, puﬁ
wasn'ﬁ ﬁ: an awfu!ly small thmg o ra se % mw aboa’c't
'Wby should she quarrel wil ’hxm_ for thaﬁ mﬂdn’t hg-
over “Po'lightsorie® in his form of address ;md more? It
vwas true that 4 did sound a httle rougi» n"élw that ha
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“$hought of it. .berhaps it wasn’t éxacﬁiy the thmg ’I:o
o i hempremnce,aﬁﬁﬁﬁemﬂbtfe Blan i Ty
- bagd known-each pthes rjtich-106. lenig i She- Wnoﬁme&

‘it one way Er theﬁtzh,em,pagd ikere was Manjonig: chargingl

' h:m mth bemrr xalear and in fnqxd ;:ate Q};gn’,st’te
L ‘beﬁng ‘zbt ’r:he rlgbu srotr?: of oir f and pa?asﬁeaﬂy

o AT L0 AT % e zee T

- Whbfars “Hiko y‘dn Fodatait: oF 1*:‘&“% wiézs tob muc’ﬁ“’ }?
as tog naftew LAQ@.&?QI’&?&nﬁangmee [wasnHigemg to’
folerate. angthing: {ike %h%ﬁ‘:cpew mnangntly.s - 1k
. .E.e oS aby S ;”’ to, Quy sggaatpmg .pogan gmareply, zn,z.ke.,
'SQme cmtmg“ ce;fm:e’u y, vihen Mar; 'e

hirk St siw t‘itzt’ shes' T Tadiiel Him and Chazlo‘rté
and  hiE gene*‘aﬁy eaky s.z,ﬁttude preﬁf:" Lthereughiy, srnd
thab e wEs. @gc‘g‘mmm;‘ﬁ%wh ;F&ph@p‘sube@usa Lof TRiss

sensitivensss, he wox:Jd ‘*w_{md th‘%} s\m::ti -0f - thmgmm the,
'fuﬁure. myhow how that she hfi&_ 71ved th Jhim four
mﬁﬁt&&ﬂ %8 was Begﬁmm %‘ﬁﬁ&rstand hm better, to
eéitbe “aumlfey oi hxstmwds, thé: streazgt‘ % ef hiS&paSSlOHva

- £HiE. -naﬁwe 56T hise ﬁ@'&kr“ay : Bow - qhiiekly. he- responged:
to ths hlendighmentst, of: pretended sarrow; oy affection;”

csc ﬁts*rgzg Shu thoug;ht ske. cogld. reﬁezm hlm a!e zhear

B}

H .N,‘
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way a5 2. Tittle g1r1~la;ge] peq%usg of t,h@ sxzez‘af her
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Tﬁhztlety of which he did not even dream. Cofﬁgé.r’e&f
,:ho hexa, he was not nearlyas wise: as he theught, &t least
m matters relatmg o the affectxgns Hence, a.n;;appea’f
'ﬁ:“h‘?s‘sﬁmpathes, “his strengﬁh, élihdst mvanably pro-~
Aduged. ﬁreatﬁ‘smn fmmﬂany”aﬁtagonistle- ‘riood - i which:
,She. mtghf. have placed him She saw hxm ‘now a8 a.
mother“ﬁné‘ﬁf seé a great, Overgrown, squmg boy,
needing only to be eoaxed,® to be brough* out 4);. a very
nn'saﬁsfqztegy éomini‘.m, ‘and ‘sHe. dedided to- Pring hier
out of it. For a short pe::md in her life she had taught
c‘hﬂd‘ren in se‘hool, and knew tha mkc'»nplent4 moods of the.
¥add Very: Welll

i ‘J‘Iqw, Duer, i she eﬂaxedr “yaurr»e ot rear}}y Hoihg-
to be angry with me, are youp You're pet _going. to be:
4had to e ¥ (Tnifibing SEHdIEh Tangmags).

- “‘Oh-dop' -bother,- Mar;:arie,"_ ho réplied” dls’eazﬂ:l »
“It’s all rlght No; I m not angry. Only let’s not talke:.
2Bt 1& CFndhdeg o
.“j_“ “YQI;\are“,z@igry“ Thofigh, Duer;* she \zzheedled5
shppmg ,her arm aro. qd hun. ) “PIease don 4 be,mad; tee
Hio.” Toa Sorry tow. 1 falk ‘teo much. I get mad5 Ii
KW T-ovighbh .. Pleade’ ot i madl at e, honey-ubic
I get over this after a while. I'll dtr battar~ PI’eas'é‘,”
¥ willi PisHEs don’t b5 mad, * WHI you?”

1 "He 6otld Tnot- Stand - Ehis ~eoa.xmg yery long.” Just as:
e thought, he did look uponchis ¥ s hild, &nd this.
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pathetlc baby~talk was xrresxsﬁble He smiled grimly
 affer. a gvmlg,, u§1§ »as: 50 gkt’de.; {He aughtr tm endure

PR P e it
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i
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i:mgmsh&ﬁocking yout z}g ted f; aks S |
o %nﬂ* &é H ._,L shadEcl ‘2\: :
%of him. She thomgﬁt ha she was dmng' thts s now; when

skéfae:{r Faktentt tﬁ“ﬁ fa,&ﬁs‘ Sk té’ay by her

e g e T

persxs’cenb effel"ﬂﬁ( stayhefi e ‘%&iﬁ: Sée}m Fhess-sTiy;~

 Sjsamzeesbleroffensive fusits; | He el oRdetnd bhing
undignified; he wc-uld slei t@a eggeadadfr shosy Ber;
T "l £ REMVE TN

i ey &
more eouszderaﬁgon themw he now seamed to th nlé he aid.
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wounld be truly grez he XE, new, - ¥k § _‘,\“o 2 ant%';ﬁ

these nasty women-—fthey wau!d like to have hxm for
themaitves. SWanEthel @V@;ﬂég”%l st l;‘jf;nwiﬁig i}hey
e K %ﬁeimﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁh%@m&ﬂﬁm ST
her. And she wes g-omg to keep himw-Ther—eonid just—
buzz pif | Shes: elesRed, . Bl WesS woulidAh: ok bl o,

there!
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There had been other Spats‘ followmg this ~— one
relating  to Dﬁer not having told his frqends of Hhis
.umzmxage ion :Soine: litt!e Aime aftemfazd, ans aversnghﬁ
M"dﬁ hxs _easygoing: echemian | bain 2, Bugured fio
.;degp, p]an.tad ed of iskgyalty;.. bub.just a -careless,
‘ xndxfferent way of doing thmgs, whereas n hers it
flowered® as one of the most unpardonab}e' thmxrs im-
Cé&'m‘ab‘l‘e! Uriaging - any ‘ofie -if the Middle Wikt aomg
anything 1k that~=gny.ons with .2 spifid,” ane cbneap-
tron o,f the responsibilities and dutjes .of.. mar:;xage, its
mvxolaale character' For Max:jone, he.vmg come to this
estate by méans of a haxdly won vmtory, was ‘anidons
Hlest any fetm of indttentiveness Tack: BE.. ‘consideration,
-atien- mtequt, o affection- flourish and beeome -a: raging®
dxsggsa wh_xch would zmperil’ ’or destroy the condthons
‘on whfcfr’hef happmeSs was Based. & After every encounter
‘Awith Miss/ A¥res, for. Anstanes; wbom*she suﬁpactéd of
belng one of His former flames,®:2 mr} ~who might have
become hlS wxfe, ‘there were freéh charg;es to be made
‘She diawt {r’xvite Mar;one to sit domsuffxcxently Quickly
uwhen she ‘Galled ab her-stadio, - was orne- compﬁmt, she
dgdn’t offer;her 8 cup - of: -teg- st the- homy the cailed
another afterneen; thaugh i wag, qmte tlme er it.- Shs
uifx’t‘ mvx{:e her to sing or pIay on:. “another oceasion,
thoggh there - were, ,others there who were ‘ﬁwted
T ik agave 'heir one goed shat, ] hoggh " saxd Mar;orxe,
=gl
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‘one day, to Duer, in narrating her troubles. “She’s

always talkirg about her artistic friends.. I as good: as
i $idkked . iher- I whY she CIERME Vimartys ¢ if o she ¥ Jsatnuch
»Sﬁﬂ&m “aBter
;'-:ﬁuer- 4id 4ot oderstand,the- trental, swordthyt

. g
: invo,‘{_

N Zanilrs

?m g,he(.e _]E m‘i:pe 'b:glfkermgsg H was hke’iydtcv

‘ o ¢
be deeexvea by the : azry emahty ‘Which somehmes 483001

¥ panted thd b e LA T coai‘&%fana’%’ﬁs\ﬁéﬁ?ﬁ@
o'y Jedtversatios N3alet: MariotiE Bk NERET A§res B
Mai:’jcfig‘ignﬂf\ any:‘gd.!*ﬁ Ft‘ﬁﬁsé‘ :a;iaam:sh@ gﬁgk oty hkgsee and

S O

( 'f Sh “(}hGLJh{: ‘?}‘é Sy bern;}* 'jf'.}c:i, Léﬂt iﬂe Aud’ éz‘ﬁje\t
Tho! hetligfodbida frash iotehsions; . and this; He Sdbiishe

«waSs»qgéige@apaéﬁe sofzdz;;azga «,S;;g xwgsewgtanelyff:iaclctad

‘ixketf w‘nereaé m‘bﬁ‘fhasa in .vham“he eetﬁd nef. ﬁasmb}”y
B interdsted: dhe’) WK Agenial (nd ¥ evell #0Tdstiunats)
}?Bmhghs‘ w159!;!& er alse fhmght:*bhn:t Mildrad: ight be.
better,,engagad o}gxam in; ereatmgffrﬁsh gdifficulties. - Ia:fﬁy,

RS SRR P I

he had :.hguaht better of her. It saemed a sad com-r

moentary’ on., e natures of frleadshtp betweezi mén and
jomen;. qand e, ’,wgs éépgy.
“Bat, nevertheless, Ma,r@arxe found & few people-whom:

-~ 80 =~
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ihe felt to be. of ‘heér own kind? ‘WM. Bland, "who had'
dg .‘- T iﬁ&mim“wﬁ qﬁmm a&t%m

. Yefore, invited Duer and Marjorxe\ta a— for them -

quite- Sumptuous'°' "dinner af the ﬁi&ﬁ%’%&%‘iﬁ&

- -Sydnex Bergs Abe mosicakveritic” of top "evpnivm paper;
Melvﬂle'() den Morrxs, eﬁrator of “the_aggge f;t‘ige

““Arfs, and‘hzs ---1fe, Joseph 'Nfﬁweern,féne f %ﬁe Weal s
\porisis” [6f iEhe Sper FaEIE T “‘Frii’s%’sm*‘ﬁa{‘f i\i&s
Mexoorn.  Nefther, D, nor. Mariole. bad, ey soun

vate dmmg-room sei: m s0 Smntd]aomg 2 manner. ‘I't_
.'fau'ly éIrttereﬁ with ! Stavres ‘anr’i ‘Venetién“tfdted‘giahs.
“The - "wWinegohlets® Tuiafs " sbvéhin i Hhmbsd ffat Fn Ah
asceudmg :xow. . The. m:dgr of food was, eom,pla’g Tf):om

"Russxan ‘caviate to dessert, black coffee, nuts, - liqueurs,
‘anduéigaxs;
“The' eonversation:wardsred-its | intense’ intellestual

way from Amerxcan musicians and. Smgers, ,_Exgopnag‘
pa‘nters and seu’!ptors; dxscovenes ‘of eznmez;tfi potﬁery in
$rs 5168 of the. Haean, % the%&ﬁféeﬁu% %ﬁf’iﬂe glass
©on Long Island, tkf fh@tﬁfﬂg_‘ ofx sex:tal hﬁtﬁgﬁ ﬁr}xg
cacliactions of pamtmgs in- Amenca, and the present ;state

iof the Hitle A Midedeil AT T BRI for,
as yeb.he was a httle uncertain of @m}ﬁbis-pésxtm
‘in"méfirt'?worﬂ “HE:d “Fot: iite” Trew thdw : =5 thke
L1853 Elrid ind abls: bérﬁ%’i&‘é% &hoa&eu‘;sooﬁ%rfuz ,
in the world’s affairs.. Joseph Newcorm(ﬁﬁﬂ” "Bland

mg_ “ '
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_Qt!mlg indicated to him, must be worth in the neigh-
erhoaﬁ of fifteer million dollars. He thg,rght ‘nothing-
so; ,‘he said, of paymg fen, fifteen, twernty, ﬂurty thousand"
doﬂars for a pisture if" it. appealed’ to him.‘?‘ Mr: Morfis

) was a graduate “of Harvard, formerly earator of 3
Westem museum, the Teader of one of the emva.tmg
expaditions? to Me!os i the Grecian A;chxpe}ago “Sydney .
Borg was 2 student of: mnsieal history, who appearsd - to-
Taye 2 wide knowledge of art tendencies bere and. abroad;-
bu‘t who, _nevertheless,. wrote uus:ca] criticisms -for a
lzvmgﬁ He was a little man of Norse extractxon on ms
iather’s side, but,. as he laughmg"ly admmm, bozn and

~yaised in McKeesport) Pennssdvama He liked Dusr for-

Y& simiple “adkhowledgment of the fact that he came
fmm a small town i the Middle West, and a- drog
busmes& mt. in Mlinois.

“I«t‘s cxmous how our natton ormgs able men fronr
the panks”” he sald fo Duer: “I’s one'of the great;.
Joyoiis, hopeful facts about this country.””

“Yon,” sald Duer; “that's why T like it so<sieh"*"

- Puer Shonght, as he dtned here, -how strange Amics

] was, with its mixtuze of races, its mexpeeted sozueeg__

of talent, its tremendous sealth and confidence. His owa
hegmmng, so very immbxe nt fu:st, S0 very promxsmg
now—»one ‘of the most tafied of pxanists of his day——

~was in iis way an xﬂust:ratton of its re.som'ces in so far-
i g :
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a8 téfent was concerned. Mr. Newc'o;;): who had otdd
baen a taxlor, so he .was, to}d, and his wzfe was another
use m pomt. They _were such sohd, tmmnotmnal,
<solid ‘looking man . whom ‘sonie. xrusiuans m:gnt possibly
have sneered ab -for hxs selfrmmplar’ency -and- eurmusiy
aceented Enerhsh, was as w;se and sa.ne and keen and
kmdly as any one present, perhaps more s0, and as wrse
dn matters musicak “The only’ differeries between hird
,and the average Amerxcan -was.that-he was exceptlonally
pvachcal and ngt glven to nervous enthusxa=m Marjorm
“liked hini, too.
T40 was 4t Ehis partielar “ditmer that-tHe thought
socenrred”. tor Marjorie ‘that the real merit ‘of the-art and
) :muswal .world: -was not so much-. in the . naxsy studio
palaver! which she heard at so many placps frequer;te&
by Duer, in txmes past at Ieast—~0harlo€te ?usséII 8
 Mildred Ayres & end" Slsewhere == bt in the “solid om-
hisroral achievéments  of. 'Such  men as ioseph Neéwborn,
Georges Bland; Melville Ogden Morris, and- Sydney Borg',
She liked the Jaconic® ‘Yes, yes‘,”_ of Mr. Neweorn, when
; anythxné was sald tha’r. smted hirri"'partxcﬁlarly Weﬁ, énd
his «F haf seen dat bardieular berformance? ¥ vtk “which
e interrupted. several times when Grand Opem and 4#8
stars were. np" for conSxderatlon She wés thznku}ga EE
<only 3 ‘man Jjke:¢hat wonld tale 8 .interest in Duers
— 86 —
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“how muoh ‘better it would -be for him than all 1:heJ
—enthusw.szn of thesa sdly nmsy studlo personahtxes. She
‘was gsad to See also that, mtellee’sually, *‘uer .
This Z')wn1 thh Ay and AR the‘s‘re Béablg ”
udh b e ReatWTRE AT Ciiforeis ‘:ﬁalkmg aBaut
-Gregk exeavationy; asFHe’ Was /R MFL Borg:dikcussing
~Adngriean,; spusieal eaadzuigns aShe, r:qsuld .noﬁ maké g o
ueh what I was. all. abom? put; of caurse, ik, mast ke
very 1mportant it these men dxscussed lt Duer Was not

;|

“sure as yetdwhethet -any ohe kidw rruch moee: ahout life
“fhan He difll ‘He. suspested noty™ but- "1%' ‘thigtht . B6 - i‘:h&b
Sonie of these_eminent. gurators, art- eritiess-bankers’ and
imanagers }zke > M. Bla.ncl, had. 2 much wider- msiahﬁ intg
practma] affaxrs Praetx@a} affa.trs- he thought If he
ﬂniy Laew- semb,thing about - monew Somehéw;’ thougfz

Kis" mind,jeonld “Hiot " Prasg Tow tioney  was' made. I
Scemed so easy -for ~Some people, bub-for “hini’ a - grint,
dark mysten‘y.,

o After thxs dinner it was tbat Marjorxe beg'an to feei#«
%hat Dier. cught’ to- e espociaily’ cara al “with whori' e
Sasociated. She Had talked WHhIMFS. Newcorn and Wirs
Morris, and found -them simple, natural people. like
kerae!fw Iheywere not m;ffed up® swith-vanity and self-
Wtﬁemr gz wege those cheg ren.and, woman o ‘whom
Duer shed- ﬂlﬂs farsdatredused: her:.~As ‘eomipared to
Charlotte Russell and Mildred- suyrés: or. hepoown:iiather

SO
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1. hold “her own %#ﬁ E;;Bﬁ{%ﬁ-, ‘2. at ease 88,
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elnd sxsters and her Western fmeﬁas they were more:
':hke ‘the™ latter. Mrs Neweorn, wealthy ag+ she '-s'as,

natured; rsohmtous mothe‘-» would One ef her _SOBS -was:
at Harvard, the other at Ya.le.‘ She asked Mar:one to-
‘come and ses her some ‘inme, and gave her address.
‘Mrs. Morris was inore ciiltiared apparently, rmore . giverm -
ot ibooks and art; bt even-she' was' irterested ‘in' what,.
Jdo. Marjefieywere the more. important or, -at lgas!:, morer
Tiecessary. things, the thmgs on whleh aII art and culture»
prlmarﬂy based themsalves — the' eommonplace and reces-
‘sary detalls of the. “home. - Cooking, housakeepmg, ‘stiop-~-
sping, sewing, were not. beneath her- cons1deratxon; as
_indeed they were not below Iﬂrs. Newcorn s, The forme;:
'Spoke of | havmg to go-anﬂ look for a new Sprmg bonnet.
in the morning, and how diffienlt it was:to find the:
time. Onte wheniffic mén were/getting especially sexcited.
about European and American artistie. standards, Marjorie-
asked

e ‘Are you ‘very rruch’thterestes in art, Mrs. Morrist™

“Not so very mudhi; 0" el yola the truth, Mrs. Wilde.
Oh, I like some pietures, and I hear most of the _impor--
tant. recitals' ~ach season, bub,-as I often: fell my
Lhusband, when ycu' uhavn one: baby two years, old and
another of fxve and anether of saven, 1t takes sonsmerabla—
time to attend to the art of ralcmg them. I let ‘him de»
i 40 gl
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the art for the family, and I take care of the home.”’
This was sincere consolaﬁon for Marjorle Up te
" #his time-svie- appeared-to bein- daﬁger of bemg- swamped’
by this artistic. storm.‘whichshe’  Hiad ~encoutitered. - Hor
arts -of cooking, " sewing; : ‘housekesping; - appedréd a8
mtbinz in tlﬁs wst palaver’ -about - musie, - painting,
smlptuye, books and the like, . She knew noi:hmg, as.she
had most painfully 61<eovere& recent}y, of Stra.uss,
“Dvorak; * Dﬂbussy, almost a8 httle of Cezarine, Goguln,
Matrsse, Van' Gogh Reém Ihseny ‘Shaw- and- Maeterlinick,
avith ‘whem ths studfogﬂete appatently: \greatly Gonderned.
- And: whett peaplerrtalliéd “of - singdfs; rensidians,  arkists,
-sealptorsy and- 'piaszwrig‘}f{:s,‘ -zﬁten she ‘was 'csmpé}led to
Leep sllent, ﬁ&xereas Duex co;ld stand w.th his e]bow on
“some mantel or piano and diseuss by the half hour or
hour mdxvxduals of whom she had never heard Verlame,
Tchalkowcky, 'ToIStey, Turgemeff, Tagore, Dostoyevsky,'
. Whistler, VéI&SqﬂeZ*nnybody and &vetybody wha ap-
;pedred_to” inbarest-the’ stidio .element: 1t was: pos{ti%;éry
Trightening. .
~A phase of-this. Sruth. -was that because. of kis
desive to talk, !ns plea.supe m meetmg people, hxs Joy
in heaving of new thmgs, hxs sense of the dramatxc,
- Duer. could satch quickly ard retain vagomusly anything |
wh;ch reIated to, Social, - artistic, or intellestnal develop-
ment. He ‘had no idea of what a full-orbedg‘ radiant,
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reeepuivc*’ thmg WS mind was. He only knew that life,.
: ‘Fhings, * mtelIesb —-anythxhg* and” everyt‘i:mg~ ‘gave hiny:
;oy when he was: prwdeved fo: ladk into ‘them, \hereas:
Mn.rjorie was not S0 keenly mmded artxstxsany, ami he.'
‘gave a¥ freely as he recex‘vé& “Tiy-this whirl af dlSQUSSIOHN
thin ;1ofty ‘trangcendentalism,™ Marjorie was :albut losts
but she elung tenagiously® to the hope that, somehow:
affeetmn, régard for the" materlal nesds of her' husteandr
the eare -of -hig -¢lothes, the preparatien of his mealsg—
the serving of hzm qmte as would a faithful s}aver
woulit-bin&- Binx 40’ her. Ab once and quickly, she hatei
snd feared these artistically arrayed, artistically mmdedw
vammmsh lookmg maldens and _women whe appea}:e.d
front his: c}uarﬁer and’ t‘,hat to ’ca‘rk to Thier, a1l of whom:

apparently had known Hind, quite_well in the past —singe-

ho had come to New York When she would see hlm:
stanﬁmg or Iea.mnc' somewhere, mtent on the renderm‘f
of 2 songy the harration of Somie-dfamatic incident, the:
deser tptzon of some baok £y plctu,re, -OF persenage, by .
#his or that &elxca’tely ehxseled Lorelei’ ‘of the art or
satisic or-dearatie tworld, - Hidr - heart contracted z.wmn:ms!lg;v5
Aand a nameless dxead seized - Her. - Somehow; -these
ereatures, ho\z.h'-:venn intent’ they might be on their work
or howeveu mmfferpnt aeuaall“y for frheartxstxc gharms of
h8r husband, ‘Seemed to be mtent on taking him-from:
her. She saw how easily and naturally he smxled, how
7, Y
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wery n=ish <.t homme ha seemea Yo bz in their cowpanys-
tow curely he “grav:t&'ted‘ to the'type of girl who' wak:
Peantifully -and artistically. dressed, - -wha had ravishing:
ey%,z fasematmg hau-, 2 sylpmlke’ fizgare, and vwas‘ty‘
oF manner Zor how na..uraﬂy they gravitated to. hm:n
in. the rush® of eonversatmn and the exchange of -
grestings he was_apt to forgeﬁ her, to stroll about by~
himself engagmg in conversatxon fzrst wath one and then
another, whﬂe sho stood or sat somewhere gazing ner'
wously or regretfu}ly on, dnable to hold her bwh®- i th:
ezoss—fxre" of eonversation, unable to retain the interest.
of most of the selfish, Iovesxck, senﬁatlbn—seekmg girls
?md ‘men.
o They alwa.ys began talking abiouf the' opera, or the-
p}ay, or zhe latest sensatxon ‘in somety, or some new
sipger “or dancer or poeu, "aiid Marjotis, being new o
{his. atmosphere and- knowing so little of 7t; was compelled:
fo. cgnfess that she dzd not know. It chagrmed,’ M
and fxxghtened her for a tlme She longed to be ab‘le to.
grasp’ quickly ami learn®what this. was all about.. Shé.
wontsred whige  she had been living— how —to lave:
missed 211 this. Why, goodness gracxous, things were
enongh to w:eck her marned lifel Duer would think sc\‘
gorly of her— how cou!é help xt? She wa.‘l‘,ched these
girls and women ta]kmg to him, and by Juras,. while:
imitaticg them as best she could, becazra envious, fearfu!p»
—_— 45 —
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vegretfal, Sfgry chirging, first, Fe-dalt Wi aRfiCheser”
next, Duer with ne lect; , next, these people with insin-
aenty, :mr'nov'ality; v‘é.ﬁxfy, and Iastly, the whéle World and
life with a ‘conspirsa ‘\r% to . cheat her out of what. was -
mghtfully her own. Wiy woaldn’t these peoplé. be ,niga
to her? Why d@n’t they nge of thnu- t;me and patxeme
to make her comfortable and a* home —as freely, 52y,
as they did to hlm? Wasn’t she kis wxfe, now? Why dId
Dner neglect her? Why dld they hang on? hlS words in’
their eager, seductive, alluring way?- She hated them and,.
at moments, she hated nim, eonly to be struck by a-
terr:‘ymg wave, of remorsa“’ and fear a moment later.
Whaf if he should grow tred of her? What it his love
sheufd change? He had seeriied so enariored- ‘of ‘her only:
a’ little while- before [they weré. mdrried, so i;aken by
what he. called -her naturalness, grace, - simplicity and
emotmnal pullf,

' On one of these cccasions, or rather after it, when
they had ‘Feturned from an evening at Franeis Hatton’s
af Whlch ‘she felt” that she had been neglocted; she threw
hepself dxssonsolately into - Duer’s arms and exclaxmed

“What’s the matter with me, Duer? Why am I' so
dull — 'S0 umnterestmg —sg; worthless?’? .

5 ’l’he sound of her voice Was pathebzc, I;e}p!es!w!tbl‘ant

ith .t the quality® of - an unuttered sphyra quahty which

had appealed to him mtense!y lore before they were:
— 48 — :
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,married, and now he stirred nervously ‘
oo, “Why, what's the atter with. you oW, Margie"’
rhe asked Sympathetleally, sure that 2 new storm of some
,sorf; was commg “Wbat’s eome over you? There &
nothmg the matter wztb vou. Why do you ask? Who S
been saying there is?’”. .

- “Oﬁ; nothing, nothing — nobcdy! Evergbody! Eve!y
hmgl” exclaxmed Mar;orxe dramattcally, ané bursi:mg
mta‘?ears “I see how’ ﬂzis.. T ses what 1s the matter
Aith me.’ Ohl’ Oh! ‘s because 1.don’t. know auythmg,

.1 suppose. It’s beeause Z m not flt ts asscma"te wr-th you.

v s because T haven’t had the trainmg thaf, some people

have had It's beeéﬁsé I'in duHI “Oht Oh!”’ and a torrent .
Bf. hearﬁ-breakmg sobs which shook her frame from heasi V
to toe followad the eutbmtl»an& declamation: . ;.

o Dﬂer, always, moved -y her innate emctmnal ferce :
and charmn, whatever otl_yér lack ke had reasgn to bewal},
gaze& before him in séart‘.(ea sympathy, astomshment,
pain,. wonder, for he: was seeing. versz elearly and’ keenly
in these. echomg sounds what the troub}e was, Shé” wak
feehng negle\ited, outelasged, uncons:dered, helpless; and
beeause it was more or less. true. xﬁ was frxghtenmg and
woundmg her. Sﬁé‘@és; for‘the first time “no doubt, :
begmmng to. feel d"e trag‘edy of hfe, its uncerta.mty, 14:3 '
pathios* "and injury,’ as’ he so often had. H;therte her
home; her relatives’ ‘and Friends haa more or less protected

0, R
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‘ her from that, for she had come from a happy home,
‘but now she' was ont and away from all that  and. h§

: enl'y hmn Of course Qhe had been negleqtqd « j;Ie remern-
» "Eered that Tiow’ - 1?: was pétﬂylﬁxs fault,v p;z:tly the au!t
BE Srdinding SOaHBas T Bk N & 3ol He | dov @bk
_it? What say? PeOpIe had conditions flxet{:ﬁ)r‘thgmgg
this vsor]d by their own abzhty. Perhaps he should not
“iave farried- hér gt alli B but" ow- shotitd Ha ot &ﬁfoﬂ; hex.
b, this. erisiS? " Holy' Say. som@thing tHat *oould 'dise_hae
;goul?,
“ N “Why, T‘uarg;e, ’ he sald seuously, _“yoﬂ know that’s
‘ot tras! ~¥ou Know® you' re net Bull:*~Your manners anti
~§b§1.f:ca= 2 and your’ style axe- 28 goold &s: thosel of Hnyr
body. Wit has hinted that they aren’t? What has eome
over you? Who 'has been saymg anytmng to vouw Ha.ve

¥ dofie anytiingr ik o) PRSI HE R Tttty
eensrs;ausnessl qf-;:?“lsxggpresentlng ~“himself; and Kis: ;qug;
of. view, ev‘?n‘:whx}e C.,mng; t;'xls, bu kindness, gnnerqgggsp
: affecf;xon, “her Iec‘al rxgﬁt to’ his axfec'cnm, as he now
‘%‘htmg“}' ~dema%ded‘ i

FRETIRL MRy shy exc:raimed brnkenlyvand mtmat
, ,,eqsmg ber tears.  “T% fsn b.you, I, IS"ft anybody R’S
‘me — jast &2 'That s what’s the ma.tter wmh me. e
Wall Pri nob sy iehs® 177 2 BdE Htbiactive. < T Fon ;EBS%
anything dhout music or books or people- srﬁaaythmg' 1
it and listen, but &¥din’ keow WHZE? tod sagil ¥Pedplo
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talk to’ yeu—‘they hang on’ your words —but . they
hgggn’t ‘anythmg bofsay to me . They: eaﬁ*ﬁ i:a}'k 1o 'mey
v ) ﬁhﬁm s Qecagz I {Imi}lgnggr
’anythmg ~beuause 1 havertt anyﬁhmgcfo say! Oﬁ dear]
Ofr Gear!” and 4Bt Horthin- ditistia Hiifle harte bn .
the e shoulders. of his, C0Bbeys vy A o FHAEE L LT
" Duer eould not endw:e this storm ylt§gqt az} upWe],L
Jig et gﬁy Tor her »I-.&r ﬂu'diile&-‘i\ér efose’ ‘{r%*hxs afmSa
extremely sad hit she:smumae. ShitpElied £6 sutres 55,
What shcult‘i e do? Whas,: gould he do? #;&cmﬂ? sea
how 1t was, She was hurt; she was negfeeted Ha
negleoted her- whéh® a?nong"atilérs 'Thesé smart é&%ﬁgﬁ
whom heknew and iiked: tovtali. with fieglaated Laks IR
ceuidn t see” m her w’hat he could “Wa.sg £, hfe p,aﬂé\etfgi :
i’hey didn’t knsw how 9weet sixe as, how faithfud how
lal ‘she “uas to sworlc Foi i HinE HERS diadY wAkl
any drﬁe;ence -in the art world, ‘he. kmew,. but sttl} ]
almost seemed as if it nght to. There one mus{; ba ‘
clever, he knew that — evetybody.knew it. Ami Ma cr?e
waxnot slever b Jenisk; ot 4 EhatE wap  She corz!dn't
vlay or. smg oF. paink. or- talk brxlhgnﬂy, s they go}uk
She did 130» neally kmw v{vhat the world of picd gpfg
é.mi Ixter&ure was domg‘ Sﬁe was QI!I};L gooﬂ faxthfuft
exeellent as a. housew?fe, a fing mendet of e?othes, )
Zarchul buyer, saving, consldgrate,a depemiable, but S
As he thought ~of -this and then of “this’ upweihn!
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depth of emwotion of hers, a thing quite moving 0 him-
mways, ﬁb reallmﬁy o t};bqght; he-did; that no. womdh
thy ite.like.-this. .. He
_h:eui kng*fm mfmv &Qame'l mtxzﬂa’f(’aiy‘ H:; ‘had /‘;SSz)maz‘ed
ih Ghavlotte: and ‘Milired and Neva  Badger and Volita
Blackstohe, ant quite: tab@b‘x__r@eﬂ@f Interesting; dttracliveé
youny wemen whom he had ret here and ‘there sineg,
jut, qutside of e, stagemythat art. of . Sn,rah Bemhardt’
and Clara Morrts “4nd some of the more talented Enghsh
metrostes of theds: Tater &d&s«-—-fhefparmaded Hinself that -
the'thad -never seer dny eneguite. Jike! Marjorie.} FHis
powerful upwe}lmg of emotlon Whlsh, she was now o%
hxbltmg' ami which was $0 d1st1net1ve of her, was not to
Eé fodn»“—e’SﬁWhere, he théught’ He had gf; it keenly.
the first days he had vigfted her ab her fatBer *5- Tomg
i Avondal& Ch,. f;}\ose ays wilh. hex ﬁxn A.vunda]a! . How
wonderfu‘i théy weres' T‘hoseA dehctous mvnts' Flowers} '

mébn}ight, t)‘d%rs, @aﬁze baek : “the b‘reen fields, the open
sl Yo she\:‘}v%S.jmwea‘:fui emomenﬁém\ Shewds et

}t was Lrue she kﬁew nothmg' ef_ aft, - ng hmg‘of
’x;ms;é’; Slie rrreat new n‘u‘sxe*nnéhmf: o; Losics ini” th?a ,
eclectic_tense, but she had rea]? sweg deeg, sad, stlrmngf
émotlon;: the mest "rgpeahng tﬁmg he knew.,_ ‘It ‘might
not be as great as nh_Jc E‘Khlblted by éome ‘of the mas’cers

f the stdgaivor the “reat compoSers ~he was ot quite-
== Bf =
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&iiwe, so_ critieal is life—but nevertheless it was. effec-
trve, t_iﬂnatlc, powerful Where d‘ld she ﬁge:};!;it:? ’,‘SI?‘
reaﬂy eommon “Soul ‘eould have' w Here rmSt he some-
thirie: of / ftﬁe ‘Jonelmess ,ofnt,he prazrxes,’ ‘the qaé patlence
of. th%raeks‘ a_nd—*fields; the: Ionesomeness of the hush af
‘the countrys:de at mght, the arﬂéﬁs menouczxqus, ?a;phnt.g
c’hxi'pmg 535 ‘the criskets. ~Her fa.ther foIh)wmg dowzi a
furmw" fathe twlhgﬁt E:sehmd stra}r\mé*fim!—wmn?' hbrses,
ber. j?rqth_,__bm;img whea‘e ‘ithe, daly- Sun» the s
of furrow scent;s and fzeld iragranees m the tmﬂ;ght*«_\
‘bhere‘ was somethmg of all Fhese thmgs in her sobs
“it appealed- 6 hiinf as it might Fell Favélts any’

amtxsm In hxs way, Duer’ andexstood‘ this;- !ﬁ,'eit it+Keehlyiy
N “W,IZX Mam;g{rle,” he, m _'_sf:ed, »“yqu ‘zggstn,t Qalk hke_
that' YOu re better than you say you ‘are. You say you
don’t{ koo Fiaribhing afiout bobids ot : it Yon hale. | Wiy}
that isn't all. ‘There are:things, 'many. thmrs, - wiiely. arg
deeper than t}:ose ti?.mas. Lmotmn is a great thmg in
itself, dearest, if -you only knew, You Yave that. - Sarah
Bernhardb had if; - Qlara, . Morrts hadit;  but - who: eise?’

' ‘La Dame aux Camehas,’ ‘Sapno, ‘f‘armen, ‘Made-t.
moiselle de Maupin,’ @5 written about, but 1 1s "fever
commonplace. ;| 143 great,” I’d» ra ather . have “ym}r ".desp:
upwelling of emotlon than all ﬂaose cheap pictures, ;songs‘,f
and felk put together., Eop sweet) ‘Gon’bSyon know’ -
and he quddled her iore.closely — “great - ard- is ~based
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‘on great emotion. There is really no great art withoutf
gt I know that best of all, bemg; a muswxan +You; may
pot haw 1%—** power to expre’% Fourself in-music-or bogls
or pleﬁ%Swyou pI vy charmmgly enough fo" wm e-——but
yu have thﬁ thmg on’ v»hlch these thmgs are ba°ed, gou
have the power t6 foal ther.- Don’t v.orry over veuréelﬂ
‘dear. . I See’ that, and I Inow whst-you ate, whether ai§
sne clsa ddes or not. Don’t:worry 6ver e § Have 18
.be ‘nice to these people. (I -like them in their “way" bus
I love you. 1 marriedl yeu-—isn’t that proof enouglt
What more, do. yor want? Don’t you. understand, little
‘Margie> Don’t you see’v’ Now aren’t you going to cheer -
up and be haibpy? You have me. = Ain’ b T enongh,
pweetier™  Can’t you be hapﬁy with just ine? "Whaf more
do you. wanf?. . Just-tell me.%’

. “Nothing vore, horiey-hun!”’® she went on sobbing
and cuddling close; ‘“‘nothing-more, if I .can have you;
Just yoa' That’s all [ want— FOU you, - sotz!’,

?;P I;ug'ged him tight. -Duer  sighed . seeretly, - Hg

PPEE- S

}ly ald not behave aH l.o szzd, but wuw e; dt? What

tO h'sl‘ 7‘! }ns wa}, "he ]o*e:i har —or at Ieasu sympa-
“thiz> itk Rer imtonksls

“'Snd am 1 emotionally great’*"s she . cuddle.l a.na‘

%oé::l,* aﬁ'er she had held him Silgh* for a few mur(z;g'xtQ

=

“Doesn’t it make any differenee® whether I know amzihmg
’“" 60 _—
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“gouch about music or. books or art? I do know Some-
thing, don’t I, honey? I'm nct. wholly ignorant, am ¥

“No, ng, sweetie; how you talk"’

- “And will you always love 2 whether 1 know any-
thing -or not, honey-bun’r” she went on.. “‘And won’t it
ke any dxfference whether I .can Just cook and sew
wd do the marketmg and keep house for sou’:\ And will
you like me bksause In just pretty and not smart? I
am’a little pretty, ain’t 1, dear?”’ . -

“You're Iove}y,” “whispered Duer: soothmgly. ‘“You'ra
bea,xtuul Listen to me, swest. I want to-tell you some-
thisg. Stop c;é;"ing now, and dry your eyes, and I'll fell
you something nice. Do you remember how we staod;
one night, at the end of your father’s field there near .
the barn-gate an.él“saw him coming down’ the path, sing-
ing to himseif, drxving thab team -of big gray horses,
his big straw hat on Ee back of his ‘head and his

" $leeyes rolled up ahove his eibows?’’ .

“Ye= ** said Marjorie. .

- “Do you remember how the-air “melled of roses- and
honeysuckle and cat hay — and oh, all tl“ose IsYely scents
of evenicg that we have-out thére in the country?”’

“Y°s,” replied Marjorie 'intereséd]i

“And do you remnmuer_ bgw lovely I said the cow=
Bells sounded tinklmg in the pasture where the little
river rany’*

~e2 —
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“v;es sy

“And ths fireflies begxnnmg to flash m the treeSQ”
L}&%’é"h\( A-ig_&-l\ \\.am e "h ‘—".Lﬂ wade v‘bf— = I ‘t &

-

“And that ead, deep reds ﬂ!a WeSt; ‘Where4he sun
‘?a.d\. P k° -dDWIl%’

“Yes, I rememher,” said Mar;orie, crusiung—’n,r shee«: )

%bc;}- :l}iu Ysh—‘ =

“Now hsﬁen fo Mg, hongg Tha,t wa#;ee: mmaagx ove:
the bmo:ht sLones m that little rzver, the grass spreadmg

%ut, ‘ébft “ard - green, ovar’ IJ1‘&*.*3 sinpe, %he Wbeﬁs txnk—

img, “the smoke: cpxzimg up: frorr; yom: m@%};ex} Sze‘mmngyz
your father lookmv Irke a patrmrchl out of Blb}e day52

metaaf.

-cozmng I'-cme—aﬁ ’che 'soft S‘etmds, aH tiv—e *sweet odors; :

il the - gazolling® . of - birds— where do :you suppose sall
that 1s new?”

ot knsw,” replied Marjorie, anticipating” sdmb-
thing comphmentary.

“It°’s here,”’ ke replied easily, drawmg hemelece and

pottmg5 her. - “It’s done up in _one Iﬂ;ﬂe boay here in

my arms Your voice, yony hmr, vour eyns, veur pretty
bodsy yéus. erhotional wiondé ———where do yeu-suppose they
come from? Nature has a Ghemlstry all her owh, . She S
like a druggist sometlmes, ,ep;nl:_squndm"- thmgs_ ‘She

takes a&.. little of thc: neauty of the siinset, ~of ‘::he sky,
of “the Fields, " of e’ Gisker: of Lhe flowers;ZoF- ﬂreams

and aspirations and simplicity and patience, and -she -

— —
— o v -
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akes a girl. And some parents somewhere have héw.
and then they name her ‘Marjorie’ and then they fa*;sef
her nicely. and mnoeentlsr, and then a bold, bad man. like
, Dusr eomes along ‘and takes her, and then she- ertes be-
eause she thu_xks he doesn’t see anything in her. Now,
isw’t that funms?”

“Q-ohi” exclaimed Marjorié, melted by the five of
his feeling for beauty, the quaintnéss® and' sweetness’of’
'hxs diction,? the Subﬂetya of his compliment, the manner..
in which he coaxed® her patiently out of herself 5

- “Oh, 1 Iove you, Duer dear' 1 leve you, love yous
love you! O, yoirre wonderful' You 'an’t'eve:" étepq'
loving me, will you, dearest? You'll always be true tG':
me, won’t you, Duer? - You'll never Ieave me, will you?
I'll aIways be your little Margie, won’t I Oh, dear, I m
S0 happy"’ and she hugged him closer and eIoser ‘

sNoy mno,”” and “Yes, yes,”” assured Duer, as t.he
oecaswn demanded, as he stared patiently into the fire.
. This was not real passion to him, Hot real lovs in any
sense, or, ab least-he did not feel that it was. - He was
too sl&epi:zcal6 of hlmSeIf, his hfe and love, however much
he mlght sympathize with and be drawn to her.” He was.
questmmng himself at this very time as to’ what it was:
that ea.used him to talk s0. Was it Sym’pathy, Idve of
béau*ﬁy, power of poette expresswn, delicacy of Sentxment’}
= certainly nothing more. Wasnt it this that was.

— G0 -
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“already-eausing him to ke ‘hailed® as a great musician?”
e shelieved:'50.. -Ggald he.: hohestly-say: thahihe Iov,edm‘
Marjorxeaz .‘No;w Jhe-wasiaure:, »ha@e cg;zldwt, nqw ﬁ%@,
he had her and.rex’ ,aed her defects,_ 5. well

—Tis” own Chmlmyally. No; be hked her, Sympafﬁﬁfz;fi
w1€h~ het; e sorty For her. ‘_{’hat—ablhty SEhis ’ca pdmt
5 “picture Jin notes and: ‘musieal. phrases; e e;d:racmthaa"
Iagt»krmgmg del;canyf pqt of the keys: @f ol pxanof_ waB: ¢

Tt S ha %

_at tné’ bo‘ftom of this last desenptton. . To Mamne;
{

,for the momen’f, it rmbht seem real enoun'h, but Jie ——~he
was th‘inkmg 51 the truth of thn pl@uure she haa pam ad
of herselfl Tt was' all ergra —-every word‘she saui'-“She
was. x)aog,\really suitsd. to” thESa;opeapie, SHd  didic nd¥
undex; nand them, s‘le never: wonld. --He would always beg:
seothma 'md eoaxmg, and she woul(. alwa.?s {gg erying

SRR L HE: Sy

and worrvmg.
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THE LOST PHOEBE

l’hey lived together in a parf; of -the eountry whieh
. “was not so prosperous as it had once been, about three
-miles from one of those small towns that, instead of
" increasing  in populatmn, is steadily décreasing..: The
“territory was not very thxckly =ettled, perhaps a houge
-every other mile or so, with Iarge areas of corn-andJ
wheat-land and fallow® fields that af Qdd seasons had
been- sown to tlmothy and clover. Thexr partlcular house
“was part log and part frame, the Iosz' portion bemg' tha
old original home of Henry's grandfather. The new
portion, of now rainbeaten,® time-worn slabs® through
which the wind squeaked in the chinks* at times, and
which several overshadowing® elms and a butternut-tree
“made pieturesque and reminiccemtlyfpa,f:hetie,G but a little
-damp, was erected by Henry when he was twenty-one‘
+and just marrxed

That was forty-eight years Defore. The furniture
inside like the house outside, was old and mildewy” and
reminiscent of an earlier day. You have seen the whate
| 470 —
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‘not* of cherry wood,  perhaps, with epiral Jlerrs'2 and
fluted top.® It was there. The old-fashioned four poster
bed, with its ball-like protuberances“ and deep eurving
,rmclsmns, was there a]sa, a sadly -alienated” do cendant
of an early Jaecbean anees*or The bureau7 of cherry
yas also hlgh“iaﬁd wide a‘gi “Eﬁ(dlv&w]t; but faded-
looking, and with a nwsty odor. Ths rag earpst that
RGN il Ehadasthrdi éxafnplesof endiFing furhiture
rwas. a weak. faded; lepdpnd-pink-coloped® -affair woven
by Phoebe Ann s.own h@nds,, when she was fv‘” £e=n years

_younger than she was when <he died. The creaiiy women
{ Joom: on whieh it had-beed"done now stood Tike = dusty
thony: “slkieleton;: jalong  with- & broken. foeking~shair,~' .‘
,morm—eaten clothas-preas“’—ﬁeaven knov 'S how old — a

hme-stamed bench that hiad onea been uSed “ton Leep

Aﬂov';rers o1 otitside the déor, and ofher decrepit™® factors
of _hcuseholé\auhh%y,, ‘in:;an east: room, that was-a lean-

to'? against this ..ocalled mam portion., All serts of

other broken—down furmture were aboub thiS ‘place; an

“anfiqiated ‘clothoshorss,s sersicked i two of ‘1ts.r1bs; a
I.broken mlrror iiead old: cherry frame, which had fallen

frcm 2 naﬂ and cra(;ked xtself thres da,yu befo;e thelr'

youngest son, Jelry, dled, an extension hat—raek,“ which
. once had. porce!mn knobs on the en&g"of its pegs,‘15

“and a =emng-mach?ne, Iong sfnce nutdb‘iwe ?n ite- elumsy

meshanism by rWaIS"of a f*ewer generatwn. i
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. The orchard to the east of the house was full of
,kmled’ old apple—trees, ‘worm-eaten as to. trunks and
‘fbranehes, .snd fully ornamented with green an%d white
Ixchens,2 so that 1t ha,d a sad, greemsh-wh(te, silvery
effeet in moonhght -"The low outhouses,® which had onee -
housed_chlckens,r a horse or two, a cow, and several pxgs.
were covered with patches of moss as to their roof, and’
the sides had been free .of pamt for o long- that they
were blackish gray as to eolor,- and a httle spongy.- The
picket-fence! in front, thh 1ts gate squeaky and askew,®
and the side fences of the stake-and-rider .type®. were in
an equally rundown’ condition. As a matter -of faety
they had aged synchronously thh the. persons who Ilved
Tere, old Henrv Reifsneider and hIS wife Phoebe Ann
' They had Jived lfere, these two, ever sinee theu:
marriage, forty-eight years before, and Henry. had lived
here before that:from his childhood up. His father and
mother, well along in years when he was a boy, had
invited him to bring his wife here when he bad “First
fallen in love ard decided to marry; and he had: done so.
His father and mother -werc the companions of himself
and his wife for ten years after they were married,
shen both died; and then Henry and Phoebe were left
with their five children growing lustily® apace. But all
sorts of things had happened since then.: Of- the seven
children, all told, that had been bora. to them; three had
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died; one gxrl had gone fo! Kans&, one boy had gon@ V
- bo Slonz F:glis, naver. even {0 be hetrd bf. aﬁur, “another.
koy, hat% gon utqi g’ashu;gtan, anclt-he Jast: gxrl éwetimjwe
eaun’cxesf' away in the same State, irut was o burgened
Cwitheards df Ret -Gn it she rgrely dave therg”a
! {Hoaght.s Tigh Hand ¢ 8. :’domm@np&sa-a}amfkfe tat WAd
- never. been a;gfrﬁcpigc{a.ad wfaanedz tgaem‘*‘ﬁhagchgiﬁy}’:’so
ths.t, mherever ﬁ{ég were, they O'éfée Itbtlgrthot;!g}lt asfo
hﬁw t‘mxdﬁﬁ B itk thexf ‘fa‘ther ahd’ mother

- Old Hefiry. Reifsheider”and his. witd’ ookl ere™ s
iovmg couple -Yaa perhaps kngw-how: it is; with] sxzng}e

naturcs that “fasten themselves hke llGhenSﬁ Hwa Sg,Q'leS

1 =

of cireumstanee  and Weathe*‘ thelr days to 3 cru“lbhng'
; WﬂuﬂLS[Olh The-greaf - warlé Fonttnds’ w:deiy, bﬁt *'xt has
- no-call for. them. . They shave: nipr Bogring? “intéllect;. The
erehard, the meadow, the cornfuald,- thn pla‘—pexy and: hhe
ehxcken-lota ‘fneasure the mnges of t‘ﬁr human aetmtles.
When the wheat- is T:eaﬂéﬁ" B s r'éa et!' azf&‘ thresheﬁ;
when. the corn s bmwnea Frids frosﬁe&' it-is- et Tand
- shocked; when the. ttmoi;hy xs m,_f;m headdt s eutyand
the hay-cock eremed After tl}at ccgzﬁs wzn’cer, with the
hau‘mg& of grain to marke't, ths'saiving snd sphttmg cf
wood, the azmple chores9 of flre-bmk%mg" mﬁmett‘ng,
w uceasmnalhrép**x én&‘v?éxtingﬁ“”éyonﬁ“fhése :‘in:I the
¢ ghanges’ of wé‘aﬁhei"---%e’ ”sno%vs‘,, ﬁ‘&é rams, and the fair
gays — there are no xmmedla‘ce, mgmﬁeant"‘thmgs. .\
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the rest of life is a far-off, clamorous phantasmmgoria,*
fitekering Hke Northern' lights in-the night, and-sounding "
as: famtly as cow-bells tmklmg in the dlstanee' :
Qld Henry and hIS wxfe Phoebe were as fond of
each other as it IS po=sxble “for twd old ‘people to be'
 wio have nothing else. in- this life to be fond of. ‘Her
was a thin old man, seventy wh\,n she died,. a queer,.
cmtehety« person thh eoarSe gray—black hair and bedird,
qmte straggly® and ankempt- - He Jooked at ‘you: “out of
dnll fishy, watery eyes thzf had: deep-brown erow "s-feet®:
ab the sides. . His elothes, like the elothes of many farme--
ers, were aged and angular and bacrgy, seandxng out &t
the poc:keﬁs, not  fitting about the neck, protuberant and-
worn at - elbow and knee . Phoehe Ann. . was thin and
shapeless, 2 very umbrella” of a woman, clad m shabby
black, and with a -black bonnet for her best wear. Ag'
time had passed and they had only themselves to Iook 7
after, their movements had become slower and slower,‘
their activities fewer and fewer The annual keep of )
pigs had- been redueed from five to one grunting porker, ‘
and the smgle hcrsa which. Henry now retamexi was &
sIeepy animal, not over~noumshed and not very clean.
1he chiickens, of which formerly thelewas 2 large flocky
had almost Jlﬂappeared, owmg to‘ferrets, fu,xes, and the
‘ Iaek of proper care, whtch preduees disedse." The former
healthy garden was now a straggling memory of itselfy®
~ 78 —
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"and the vines and flower-beds that formeriy ornamented
’t;ve‘?'windows;-‘apd ~'deoryaf;l haglp,; :bee&me -choking s
ﬂncket"' A-will? had been made whlch dwzded the smalI
tax«eaten property equally amorg the remammg foﬁr, éo i
tBEESE ""”rea:ﬁy-oﬁ o' Hhiferek o any nf~thﬂin. Xet
i;hege iwo lived-together.- in- peage -and . sympathy, . only
r vold Henry vw

Id be@ome unﬁuly )

7 Hd& iﬁéeiﬂineglésta}i ox«‘fmisfaﬂ: ~rfiich-vwedd L0 HheporkTi
A, Bt a‘f

- ,“}?hoebe ..where s, my.,iﬁorn-kmfe? You aln’t _never,
¢ TR RN D s e kRl e
mmded to let my thmgs alone no. wora. s “

“‘Now you Fushs Heﬁr B nEtEs wedd @m’m;

e

then uh’ re wou’d y be? Y f c,m t 0’0\: am body but me
to’ Ioek.a tél- yuh ‘so i,ithi} 30517 l’iehave’ yﬁurdéﬂ‘ Xou}?*“
csa-n I«mfe ‘s on.Fhelinahtel where it s:ra;lk_gx_s":;,;bgeg alers-
I3 1 Ve Zone: ap, pﬁt it sut;qmers k@z..e.’

<(u
Wit R

ey :uld Hemy, who. knew kis w1fe \rculd néves leave

......

mm in any cxrcumsi;ances, Tied t6” ‘Spechta b tlmés‘“‘s
to'what he would do iE D'she \whrk ™t dies~ THat “was" thes :
one leaving that he really feared. Ashe climbed on the, .
ehamst mgh’f to- wmd the o1d;’ long-penaalumea, double-
%&, shtad k’s‘at&q or werst finally 5" this fro:d':i #nd’ the
ask door to see that they were safely shub dni- it- avas
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@ somfort to know that Pheebe was there, properly
 ensconesd! »on “her. ‘side- of thebed, ‘and that if he stirred’
mtleSSIy m ‘the night; she ’wéuld be there to. ask what:
be Awanted
“Now, Hen“y, do lie-stilll’ You're as restless as s
éhicken.”
1 “Well, T ean’t’ sléap, Phoebe”.
“Well, yuh necdn’t-roll _so, anyhow:: Yuh kin® let-
e sleep.” |
- This usually reduced him to a state of somnolent
ease. If she wanted a pail of water, it was a gmmbhng’.
1>If-:asure3 for hxm to get, 1t, and 'if she dxd riSe f.zst tor

, ﬁulld the fires; he saw thaﬁ the wood wzs cuf drd’ paced
mﬂnn easy reaeh. They dtvxded this simple world niselw
betweén them: .

' As the years had gone on, however, fewer-and fewer-
peopIe had ealled. They were we]l-known for a d;stancea,
of as much as ten | &,uare ‘miles as old M. and ‘Mrs..
Reifsneider, honest, moderately Christian, but too old: u}‘
be-really interesting any longer. The writing of Jetters
had become. an almost impossible burden.too. difficalt. to
continue or even negotiate via others,* ‘a!\thb'utgh an-

~oceasional letter still did arrive from th. daughter in-
Pemberzon County uNOW and then sdme old frxend stop—
ped with & pie or cake or a roastea qﬁxcken ‘or ¢ duck, or
merely to see tha they were wéi. bat e ren fh»ese Kkindly-
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rir'z’nded visits were no longer frixquent.

Oqe day m therear}y sprmg' of - her sxxtyfaurth ‘year -
Mr= Relfsnexder thk su;k, and from a IoW feve.. passei
Ant6 <0ma indefirable axlment’ 'v{}uch, becausd of her age,
‘was no Iemger eurablst- Old” Henry ditove to- Smnnerton,
‘the neighboring town, and procived 2~ déc"or‘“"Somn
frlends -called;: and the x{rmedxate: sare of -her- was taken
-off hxs hands 2‘, Then one chrll 'cprmg ncht the died,
md old Hemy, in "a"fog Of sorrow and’ ‘uncertaint
faﬂowed her- body 6 Hslnearest: graveyard, an unattrae<
"lve space with 4 Tew pinesigrowing in'"it. Although
he might have gone to the daughter in - Pembe.rton or

- ceni; for her, it was. reauy too much tfc;uble and h= was
‘too weary and fuged Tt was =ug ;ested ‘to him aﬁ‘on@
‘bv one” friend and another {hat he come to ‘stay with
<them' awhile, bit ke’ ﬂxd nol sée fit. He was so old and
.30 fized in his nst:ons 2nd. so aceustomed to thﬁ exact
£urroundrugs he had kﬂown all his days, that; he eould -
nc* thmk of Ieavmcr He W'a".\t d to 1e'nam near where
‘they had put his Pho@be,' and the fact that be would
i’laVu to live alone did not trouble him in the least. The
Iwm'r children were notified and the care of him offered
;f he would leawe, ut he would mot,

- “F - kin'reake fa . shift? for myself,”. e, eontmug.lly
r'andounzed -0 old - Drs Moz row, who hal attended his wife
in this ease. “I kin eook a little, and, beSldeS, it don’k
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take nach nﬂore’-n‘ coifee an’ bread in the mornin’s fo’

'sa.tlsfy me., I'll get along now we]l enough Yuh 3ust
‘let me be.’. ” And after _many pleadmgs and p~‘offer52 )
of advice, with sapplies of ‘coffee and bacon and baked
bread duly offered and.acceptéd, he was left to. h}mself.

Fer a while he~sa*-id1v~out=ide his dotr brooding in the |
sprmg sun. He tried to revwe hxs interest in farminz, _
-and to keep himself buSy and “freé from though* by’
looking -.after the fields, whish -of late had ‘been:mueh -

negleeted It -was a gloomy thing to eome- in of an-

-evening, however, or in the afternoon and find no shz—
dow of Phoebe where everythxng sudgested her. By
.degrees he put a few of ‘Her thmgs aivay: AL night ‘he ~
sat beside -his. lamp and- read inzthe papers that were’

Jeft him cccasmnally or in a Bible that he had npaglected
for years, Lat hé " could get little solace” from thes9'

- things. Mostly he  held his hawd over his- mouth .and
Igoked ‘at the floor "as he.sat dud ‘thought of what had
becomse of her; and how soon he h;mce‘f would die. He

_made a great businéss of making his eoffee in the
~'mormng and frying hxmselt a little bacon-at night; -but -
his: appeulte was. gone.. The shell in- which he’ had been
housed so long seemed vacant, and its shadows were-

-suggestive of immedicable griefs.® So. he liyed quite
Halefullyt. for five long months, and then a change began.
It was’ oue night; after- he had looked after.the
- -— 86 ~—
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“ Front and the back door, wound the clock, blown out ¢ e
1okt and’ gohesthrough all the selfsame’ "motieés that-
ke had. mdulged m for years, -that he. wenb fo bed not:
so much to sleep as to thmk If; wag. a moonhght nr‘xt,

 The green-hchen-eovéfed drtiard st ontsuie and to Be -
seen. from _his| bed . where. he now’ lay. was' a. silvery-
affalr, sweetly s;)ectral" The mooR shone through the.:
'east; wmdowﬁ, throwmv i:hﬁ pattern O,f ther_panes on the.
wooden' floo-r, and mamngthe ‘old- fﬁrn;t;n:é to ‘which he-
wastactistormied, sand qui - dimly i 'the rdom. | As usualk-
he -had -been_ thgkmg .of Phoebe and the. years. when..
they had bgen young‘ tovether, and of the chﬂdren who
had gone,’ “and the poor shxff: he ‘was- makm’? of hxs
present: days. - The house'was comging, to he' in % very~
bad state 1nde°d The, bed-c)othes were in disorder and.
not e!ean, for he made a wretched shxft Qf washmg'. It
was @ terror.to hun. ‘The ‘toof leaked, causing thmg‘s:
same ef vhem, to remam damp for weeks at g time, bub~
he was gettmg Into that broodmg State where he would
accepﬁ 'myfhmg‘ rather ‘tha;n xert hxmself Hé preferrc(l ’
to pace slowly fo and fro or to sitiand think' .0 it

y o Be twelve ] clock of, uhxsi mrtxcular mght he was

as1eep, however, “and by ‘two ha.d ‘waked agam. The*

moon by this time had shifted to & posfflon on ther

western side of the house, '§nd' T sow shone m threughx

the windows of the-living reom® and those of %he Kitehen:
— BT 2z



b 0P 2 B it k) "Bﬁfﬁ;’t'f—wﬁ TRRIRINL R

oo P ¥ N osl 5... g

~rfy

RS TR P RBES T A A s B
%W&‘#@%ﬁkéﬂﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁtﬁ,Kﬁf&ﬁmﬁ“}?ﬁﬁ%ﬁnfuzﬁ’
SRR T R AT DA A
RTINS S L5 1
BB M T A 5
IR B T 0988 J0, ST T
BT BT o BT MR AR Tk LA AT
B B AR BV A S — o VL 7%
S K TR SRS A AT
TR RO B SR — 91 O 7 AR K
S BB
LSRR R TR T A R
TR BT B S — LTk SN
BT DA B IR AT

1. seli-same Jﬁjﬁaéfjo 2. —HRHEEER. 3 B
- 4, coming to be $E¥ER S, 5. living.voom BT,
— 89 —




beyond. A certain combination of furniture —a chair
near- a table, - with-his~coat ou-it; the half-open kitchen
door castmg a shadow, and the posxt:on of lamp near
A n’aper & gave hinr aft ‘exact repreﬁentatxon‘ ’df Phoebe‘
&eanmg ‘over-the table -as-he had often seen her do in;
"Ixfe It gave hlm a great start Could 11: be she-——cr
stlll-—He looked- a.t her fixedly in.the feeble: half-light,:
ins old haxr tznglmg oddly at the roots,’ and then sat up.
The Figure ‘did not move He it his- thm Tegs out of
the bedand saf; loakmg 2t ‘her, “wondering if this-could:
really be Phoebe They had talked of ghosts oft',en in
‘their hfetxme, ‘of apparltxons’ ‘and ‘ondens* but they had'
never. ag‘reed ‘fhat sugh ‘things conld hz.. It:had never:
been a part of his wife’ s creed that she could have a
spirit ‘that couid return’ to walk'the eartﬁ “Her after-
world® was quite. a- gifferent’ affair, a vague heaven, ng:
less, from which the righteous did not .ffouble to return.
" Yet here she was now, bending ovéF the table in hey’
black’ skirt " and ‘i&tay: shail, hef pale profile®-outlined
agzinst the mconllght

““Phoehe,” he ealled, thrilling from head to tos and
‘IpTuttmg' out oné bony hand, “have yuh eoims baeky” "

The figure did not stir, and he arose and walked
uncertainly- to' {he door, looking at it fixedly the while.
As he drew near, however, the apparition resolved itself
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intd its . pr'mai content’ —Lis cld esat over the high-
badkedt chaﬁir,x the'Iai‘pp By the- pa{aan the: hatf- ape"a doors
TR “Well, "’ﬂhemsaaér o hxmcﬁi‘is-aﬂnsvmmtha G@?J%rm*_
» thqught ;shorz? A .saw -”_, And he' ran 1 kis hnc‘L
sh'énge}y andA vaﬂueiy thmugh hxs a.l]'{.‘; “ths” wx;l *“t
- nervons Yerdidh Roaxed:—Viarished 55 4t hady It fave hisk
tdeagtha%ssha might~rekrn 'vi' Fmmene AT LR 20 T

[N .',‘
»

N = \
Another mght, becat.se ~of 1his first zHusmn, a: a.i

,H

beca.use his mmd was now consfantiy on he¥ and He ‘x&asr'
Ol e Tooked bid (6F-the windser thatiss Beavest:hige
hdand:eopimiandel? & Jxeneoom and mig-pen- and a-park.
g)sﬁ the\wagonﬂshed, a:d there, a faint, mist exudmo" froxvrz
the damp of ’che grouzﬁ,t "h‘é ‘éﬂb&;n‘é‘i?é é‘dw hér Agati.
i was orie of Etho*sfe‘h%{*ie vrtps-»éécm;st_.-ubne, of those
fapt exhala'twns&;bf-‘the;aeai}kh? h*é,b;riéezz—iﬁ“-m zog} night,
afcer a warmday, and sﬂrckez; hke small whxbe cypresses’(
of fog ‘before they dxsa,ppea.r. In hfe ;f; .hgd been &
eustom of hers to c;ross s.-hxs Iét trom hex;“htr‘hm deor'A

AL

fo the- Dig-phtto theow in-any Serap dhat: %:éaa 3t Hrom:

A

her cooking, and here she was [a¥aiil 3 He 3it-up and:
watghied it " strangely; sdorobhallyy: ubesause. of his prevmus
axp@rxence, ‘but xnc} ined,. beQause oE the nervous txmllatxo
ti:zi;;‘p'asced ov~t his body, to Leheve tHat T reaﬁ 7
were, qnd that; Phoeke,, wha wgmd be eoneerned Beca_lmf
of hlS Ionely staée:q ”uqt ke thmkmg abouf; h(m. ang
hence returning. What other way world s‘ne have“ tow
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otherwice ceuld shé express herSeIf? It would be withire
the proviree! of her charity fo fo 'do, and kae her Iov-
The | dnt@r.est inhine- He qujvered and watchéd it eagerlys
duty 8 famt breath ef au' stlrmng, d; wound away towartf
the fence ard dxc-;ppearm ) ‘ ‘

A third Aight, as- i*e was aetuaﬂy dreammg, some:.
ten daysJster, sho eame ¢o his’ bedside and put her Hand.
onhxs head. . S

“Pgor Henry!™ she sand “t’s fo0 bad.”

He 'ICILECI ont of. his sleep, ‘actually %o see her, her
thought, movmg from hlS bed-room into the one lxving—
roony, I‘er fzg‘ure a =had6wy mass ‘of Black. The weak
strammg -of - h{S eyes caused 1%t 1e ‘points of light ™~ to.
flicker abeut the- cui:lu;!es2 of her T, Hg arose, greatly
aatomshed. walked tho floor in ife cooI room, convinesd:
thats Fhoshe was- commg baek to hif. 1E hs only. thought
-suh*mentl}; if- he made it perfeetly ciear by his feeling-
that he reeded her greatly, she would come back, this-
i{md}y wife, ‘and telt’ hlm what-to do. - ‘She would perhapsf
be- with  Him :ratch ‘of ‘the. tire, Jn the night, anyhdw;
and that; would make htm leas lonely, tms state moref
enaarable.

;.In age-and mbh the. feeble it ;s not such a. far crr
t‘rom the =uut1etzes3 of xnus:on to aetual hallwmat fon,*
and in due time ‘this transxtxon ‘was. made for Henry.
Night after night he wa:ted, expestmg her return. Oneet
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in his-we'rd mood® he tho:ght he saw a pale light mov-
ing an,ut the room, and another time, he thoaght he saw-
her walk ng- in the crcnard aft,er dark, It was onq
morning wher the “detafls of his Icner state were vxrt—
utzlly unendurable that he wole mth the thaught that
she was ro’ dead. . How he h«d:arnveg. at’ this eonclision
it is hard to say. His m'nd had gone, \In its place was.
a fixed illusion. He -and Phoebe-had. 2 $enesless quarre«.
¥ h.d reproached her for nof; Ieavmg hIS plpa where
he was accastomed to find It, and she had left. - It-was
an‘aben"ated2 -fulfxllment of her oldgestmg threat that.
if he-did not behave himself she woild leave him.
+1 guess I could find yuh ag’in®"’ he had always
‘Sa d Bat her Gackhn'“‘ threat had . always been
’ "Yuh’ll not find e i I ever leave b I guess
I ki git soms plaee w‘.ere yuh can’t find me.”
-~ ‘This morning’ when he’ arosz he .did rot think ta:
build the {ire in the custcmary way or to o'rmd his ao ffea
and eat his bread, .&s was his wont, but soHy to
xreﬂx a‘se as to whare he should search for her and haw
tie ‘shon'd induse her to ¢ome ‘hack: Recently tie ons
horsz had besn <ispensed with® hecanse. he found it eum-:
bersome” ani Leyond his neads® He took down his soft. -
grush ho*. after he kad dreSded himself, a new glint® of
interest anl défermination-in: his'eye, and taking h's
black crook cane from behini the.d3or, .where, ha ;had,
— 96, —
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" #'ways placed it, starfed ont brisk'y to 1o ook for hr
;among the negrest nelghhors. His old shoes clumned‘
seyrdly in. the dust gs° he walked, and his gray-blagk’
~§ocks1 ﬁow g'rown rafher Jdong, straggled’ out"in a dra"
mat.e fringe or halo~ fmm under his hat. His short.
«eoat stirred busily : as he waIked, ansi ‘his hands and. far'ez
“were ‘peaked® and pale

 “Why, - heHo, Henry' “Where're ‘yuh goin’ this _mor-
;ﬁn ' inquired’ Farmer Dodge, who, hauling a loai of
wheat to- narket, encountered him on the public road. -

7 He had not seen the aged farmer in months, not sinee
‘ -his - wife’s death, and he wondered ncw, see ng him-"
Iookmg So spry.*

*Yuh “ain’t seen Phoebe, have: yahr'"- inqu red the-
old man; Iookmg up quizzically.®_
“Bhoebe who?’* ingitired Farmes Dodge, not for "ther

_moment cunneetmg the name with Henry’s dead wife. §
_'  N "Why, my wife Phoebe, 0’ ecourse.. Who do yah

" "8’pose’ I mean ¥’ He stared up thh a pathetze sharpness
of glance from under his shaggy, gray eyebrows. o

C“Wall,” I swan,® ‘Henry, yuh ain’t jokin’, are yuh?”
saxd the solid Dodge, a pursy man, wd:h a smooth, hard,

'?t'ed face™ “1¢ x.an’t ‘be your foe yuh’re talkln a.bout..
‘Shes dead.” |

““Deady Sbucks"”" retorted fhe demented™ ] Rexfsn‘

‘eider. “She left me early ‘this mornin’, while L ww
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:fsle'npir‘ She allns® got up-to Luild the fire, but she's
-gone Now. \ ‘e had 2 htt}e Spat'-’ last mght, an’ I gue:s
.tha s. th'-* reason. SBut I ‘guess 1 km find her. Sha’s
-gone over ’eo Matdda, Raee Y tha(: s where she’s gorie.
* He started brrskly up the road, ]eavmg thz amzzed
Dadcre to slare in won,se; after. hlm ’ .
“Well,. I'll be swile:ed!” he said aloud (o timsel’.
-“He's clean outn hﬁ heai... That poor old feller’s* b en
livin® dawn the o tiil ‘he’s gone o;ten5 his mhind. ’11
_have {0 not,xfy the authorifies.”” And he fh ke:l hls wh fud
“wit1 areat enthusiasm: “Geldap" ¢ he said, ‘and was off.
Reifsneiler met no one else in tdxs peorly popula.tdcl
:"réglon until he reached the whitewashed fenes ‘of Matilda
Raee and Iér husband three miles away. Hx Fiad piss=d
Severai other hoaSas en route, but thece rot being within
ke rangy of Ins illuston . were not considerad. st wife,
-who had known" Matzlda well, must be. here. ~He opene&
the «pmket-gate’ ‘which, guarde:l the walk, and stamped
:briskly up te the door.
1T eWHy, My ‘Reiféneiter; " [exclaimed old Malilda
“hér-elf, 4 stout woman, Tooking out of the door” in ans-
ver to his knock, “what brings yuh- here this mornin’2!”™
‘Is Phoobe hew‘” -he- demanded -éagerly. . .
‘Phoebe “ho? What -Phoebet” replied Mrs "Raee;
=gurious as to this sadden development .of “enefgy én his
part.
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“Why, my Phoebe, o’course. My wife Phosbe. Who
do suh. s’pose? . Am’z she:lere. ncw}” s Y
) . _“Lawsg me"’L exs}ax-med Mrs.z ;Raee, opemncr %ex**
tﬂouth. “Yuh pore2 man! So you're- eleau out’n [your:
'-'mmd now.- Yub eome rzghtrr in.; and st dmi;ng-;- IH git
,uh a eup o coffee o coarSe your wife am’t "erew
bt - yah . efrne in- anv.s;t domn o:Fl-find her- fer*yuh
rafter a. whzle. T knegv &hﬁ“e she iz ’,;;}‘ o
. The old farmer 'S ‘eves; saftegegi_;tan@hegngered Hak
mas =0 thm and gale a speexme'x, pa,ntalﬂonea”“aq&
pa*namhal, - thab-he aronsad. M,fs Race’s extremeat
' sympathyas ha teak off: hrs hat ‘gnds b.‘t;l’!t on ‘h;s kneegw
uquxte softlv-and mlldly R T R
"‘Wg ‘had. a. qaaxre} iast mght fa&ns%ie defi' me”* he:
voludteer_ed.! T T T T e
¢ “Laws! Iawsv” sxgheéi qu Race, ‘there: bgmg i
:*Qne :pregent. wrth 1whprn to shage, her astomshmenﬁ as
-she “went to *hor”}uy(;hen. “The pore ‘manl’  Novw somie<
body s jast got to Iook a¥e: him. He can’ﬁ be allowalf=
to run around the eoun%rg tﬂagpway Jookixn’ for his dead
wifeg; I 115 turrxble N AR s LTS B
. She boiled him a pat of coffee and brouo'ht in, Soxie |
-of her new-bakei bread and frosh butser. - Size set - oib--
wsswebfihdr bast!Jamand.pit. a. eoup!é’ of ‘ég@s’ tobod;
Ay whole Tearfelll§ the While: =~ iive 7 ool o s
‘ “Now yuh stay right there, Uncle Henty,. ‘3’1?1‘11 Jaka
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1 Lav;sy me = Lora save me, Z pere = poor. 3.

mﬁﬁ%&' 4, ﬁ%&}iﬁﬁ%am 5. turrible &
‘ternble
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acxres m, an’ Il send him to Icok for Praehe thtqk:
it’s ‘more’ n Hkpiy*she s-ovar tho Swihreltor wibh some To”
ker friends. Anyhow, we’H find out. Now "yuh: ist
drirk this toffeeian’ ed} “this* bread. . Yok n*uﬁt ‘be tired.
Yuh"vemh‘ad 2 long %alk ‘th: mos:mn’ » Her 1dea was
to take Gaunsel with Jake, “her. man,'; and perhaps hav’
Fim motify the authgrmes.:i -
She bustled? aboufz n*eﬁ( atmg on the uncertamtzes
f Itfe, “while old Relfsne}dbr thruramed®én th> rifa<of’
Ins hat with' his pale fingers and laterate absiradtedly®
of what she of fered. * His mind was ofvhis wife; however;.
and sin:e she was not here, or dii not appesr, it wan-
dered vagiely. a.may to a family by the name of Mnrra >
_mﬂes away i’ anothen Giregtion. - He. deszded rafer =
tine that he would not: wail fer -Jake- Race- to hunt.. h(s
wife but would. seek: her- for hxm.elf 5 He mqst_ ba .00,
andureher to core back. ‘ C o .
-“Well, III be gmn’ ’f he said ge'ting up and ,oék‘-
mg strangeLv about him 61 guess she didn’s come here
aﬂer all. * Shé ‘went over to the' Miutrays’, T' guess T
not waxt any longer Mig’ Ra"e '.['here s & lot to -do
e'%zer to the howe to- ddy.”  And out hé marehid i in the
fage of® her protes!;s takxnrr to the dusty road agam m
‘:the uarri: sprmg sun, hrs cam 8 r kmv- the eartn as he

v v.usAxA,x‘, - b D,,;~' il

ﬂrent
It was two hours later that thls pale fwgure of a

fapy g
- Y — N
e s :
3
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L dce of .

=105t



man appeared in the Murrays, doorn sy, dusiy; prespir-
ing; leuaer* Ha had tramped al‘ of five miles, :.md it was,
noo'rtx‘ - )An ama.zw husband e.nd w‘fe of s:xty heard hxs
.stréﬁfze query, and”féahzed als‘b ﬂn{r l‘e Was ‘mad. They
hekﬂ'e& l’um”ta Sfay ‘tordinder;: inté'ﬁdihg to nsﬁzf&' thei:
e stayed fo “ﬁaii-,ake of a httle somnthmg, hn dxd not
#ay long; ‘and was off 'agam”ta :—.n'm't:‘"'ére ﬂisfant: farm-
" house, his 1daa~qf Fnany | th;no's to' db aud’ hisTneed iof”
;Phoebe imgelhngn’ h;m. T So ik, wem forptha.t day anzL
the next and thél ﬁéxt, the elrcle 0f hlS mqmry ever
wldemng. '

;RS 'prdcé‘s‘bﬁ‘ﬁﬁié}i’*‘a"Gﬁaﬁr&éﬁéi" assiimes thesiznix.
fieance of being 'gxe(n:lhax¥ his; a.ntxcs* wen:d, yet harmless,,
in sueh a. eommumty is often mvolute"’ and pathetlc. “
i"h’i’s day, ‘5 Had Been sald sa.w* Rélfsne{&ér at “other

- doots; eazer’y a=kmg‘hxs;unna€ural aie ﬁéh,‘:?and Tedving '
@, trail of- amaze‘ment; sympathsb ,émdr plty m hIS. wa.ke."
Although the \autho‘r%tles were qurmed —;the eounty
sheriff,’ ho 1858 — it was notr *dedmad’ a&vxsa%le to take”
him info custody *<for whan thase R Y krew b!& Hem-y,
and" had’ for s lung .reﬂ?ssed ori the opdition of tha
county in°;. =2 asylum,’® a vp]acn .which, because. of the.
poverty of. the: dxs&xct, was of. stagg ¥iifz: “abérration?*
and swkenmg @nvironwignt, xt was: degided to. Jetﬁ‘hxm'

remzain at large 2 for, strange to telate. it was-féund.
—106— -
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1 é}-}ﬁ,ﬁ}go -2, %Jﬁo 3. So it went. for that day
‘ %iswi’%ﬁm%ﬂ’e : A antzcs ‘fé%’l‘ﬂ ‘&i‘?‘ﬁm 5. 8
Be 6 A Ay, 7. i his wake Hﬁ&ﬁﬁ&%

o 8. z;:}{,ﬁggo 9. ’cake m*l;o custedy ﬁg. IOA
f"msane asvlum ;ﬁ.jﬂs’ia II 5},@, ,2\5@1‘;{?%, 12. at’
lared Wik,
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on invaztiaatioﬁ that at night he returned peaceably
eboizh to. "his Jonesome. domicile. the 3. to dwcovc ke
thér ‘hir. wife had retirned, " and* to bmad fn. lons g’iess ;
untﬂ the ‘morning. Who wouLd lock up®a fhin,. eager.d
seeking old man with 1rnn-gra.y hair and an attitede of -
kmdly, mnocent mquury, partxeularly when he was welk
known for a pasf of only kindly ser:wtude and re‘mbihty?‘r
Tho:e ‘who had known hlm best rather an'reed that h@
qhau?d’ s allowed - fo roam at Iarge Hz could do ncr‘_‘
harm. There werg many who' Were wdhno- to halp htm
as to food, oId clothes, the odds and ends® of his daily-

life - at least 4t first. ~His Figure after a time, beeatne-”
ot so muehra eommon—place ‘as an accfpted eamosﬁ,y, 5
an:l the. rep}Ps, “Whv, no, Henry; [ am’t see har,’" ~or-

taw

"‘No, Henry, she axn %, been here to- day, mora eust.omary .
For several years tbereafter thm he was an odd-,
fx’rure in the sun and ram, ) on dustj roads :md Resils d;r
ones, eqesuntered of'casmna.lry m sl:ranv'e anu un' 'nac*ed '
gl‘éebs, ur=amf>' his endless seaich: - Undev‘-noumshment,
fter a. tlme, although the noi O'hbors and those who knew‘
hc% hlSt‘(}" v giadly contmbate:l from thou- store, affeetati
his ;nady, for Te waTked rnueh and ato hti;le Tha Tonger-
he Tos -med“ tna publie hxghway in Ehrs manner, th° de,apur
became His strange hal]ucmatlon, and fmdm'? 1t hardes-
and “hardér to recurn from his more and ma%-e dgs,uant-
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Eine feom 13 homes- makmg a small package of them,.
“In bms that he. mxghf not be eoh;p\llcd ‘to réturd. I.IE
v a'::o o.v #n- cgffee—poﬁ of ia;rge s.za he placed 2 "Small tm»'
&ps 2 knfe, fork, ard sno"fn, sorie s*a.l and p;ppar, a*nd_.
‘to ‘the ouuims of it, by ' *’rvmg foreed thrngh a plereed.
iols, Yo fastened a,piate, which éonld be roleased, and
whxch was :his waoahml table. Tt W'E.S‘ ro trouble for:
hlm to =ecure the i Titde foad. that tie needed, and with a.
strange,r Imost rehg;ouc; Gagmty. he nad no hcs&atwn—
“in askmg‘ for - that faeh. "By dﬂgf’eﬂs his hair. became-
+longerand longer, his onee blask hat beeame:ag ea;i}h,}nc
brown, and his clothes threadba;e and dusty. - .
" “Forall of thres years. ho* alked, and ‘none knew
how wide were his perambulal . 5% nor how he survived
'the stor ms and eold. They oy J}d not see him, ./itb
' Homely rial’ understandm and foréthmlnl £ she}tﬂrmrri .
Himself in hag-ecgks, or by the sides af cattle,” whose-.
warm bodies. protested him from the Gold, and whose dull
understandmgs were not opposed fo hxs harmless pref
‘sente.  Overhanging rocks and ,_t;ees “ept ‘hiny ab times:
from the rafn, and a frien:ﬁy hay-loft’ or .corri-erib® was:
-zob above his hamble oncideration: . :
The mvoiute p:ogressfcn of hahuf'matian is strange,-
‘From asking at doors jand bemg constantly rebuffed or--
deme(., he fmally came to the conclusxoﬂ that although-
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doors of which he inquired, she might nevertheless be

within the- -seund- of kis. woice. - -And-+ 50, from . patient
: mquu:y, he becan to call sad, ceasxenal crxes, tha§ ever
- and anon* vaked the quiét 1anﬁseapes and ragge@" il
. regions, and set to echoing-his' thin “g-o-o Phoebel | 'O-c-0
. Pnceba"f 1(‘. had» a pathetle, albem" m<aney ringy - and
' many a farmer ar, _p!owbo qame to. know xt even from
" afar and say, 'tThere” g0es old ‘Relfsneader.
i Anotherthing thib. pazaled him greatly after-a:time

~-and -after; rany- “hyndreds -of 1 rinquiries_was; “when, he ne

* Jonger had any partu;ular doorsrard in_ v1ew and no Spectal
inquiry to make, whxeh way to zo. TnﬂSe eross-roads,
B 'whmh ogeasxbnallytp fed ik four» or . ‘eveh Bix éxrectxons,
Teame. after a time: to, puzze him: - -But -to solve this
knotty problem, whxch beeame more . and more of a
- pazz’e, there came ‘te Mis aid another: ha‘luematton.
i/ Phoebe’s spm{; “or _ fome- pcwenmf the air or Wmd or
- natare would; tell ‘him. | JIf he stoad: gt‘-i:he center of-the
partmg of the’ ways, closed his eges,- turxxed thrzce ahout;
‘and called “¥O- o—o ‘Phoeﬁel\" twics and then threw hlS
' jane straxrrht before hlm, that would surely mdxca’ce whxch
o way ‘fo go foﬁ: Phoebe, or one of these ‘mystic powers
mpould surely. govErn its: direstion anii fal}.! In whichévér
direction it went, even though, as was not mfrequently ‘
: Ahe case, it took him back Aletg: the path he had Already
gome; Or aeross fxelds,..;i;e,wg,s,\not S0 far gofigiiin his
g L
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n}‘,nd but tha? he gave himself é.mpie’ tima to search

before ho -called  agaln. ~ Also’the halluéination saemed)

%o. pel;sxst that; at some - txme he weuld surely fmd her‘
'ﬂ‘here wsre hours When hls feet were sore, and hxs hmbs
Weary: when e wotdd. ,stop in “the' heat to wipe his sea-

i

dned Brow,! of i he. cold Fo ‘beat his drms. ~Sonistints

&figex: throwing awiy his oane an@ findipg - indieating:
jthe direction , fr@m .which he. had, Just come; e would
E ,shake his heah weamly and phﬂosophxcaﬂy, as. 1f eonﬁenﬁf
“glatfng‘ the urﬂaehevabie o an untoward® 1 fate, ‘andthen
Etapt briskly off.. Hxs strange, fi igure eame finally ' t9; ’69
knawn in the farthest reaﬂhes" of three or four countxesu‘
B]d Rmfsnelder was a pathetxc charaeter Hls fame was ‘
“ﬁid‘e. :

- Near a little town called WatévSVELIe; in Green Gd!mtir;-' .
gerhaps four. - mxles from tbat mmor -center. of human
mhvxty, there was a placn or preetpxce Ioeally know.n as
the Red Chff, g sheer wall’ of red sdndstons, perhaps a.
hundted feot high, which raised its sharp face for half
a mile or more above the fruitful cornfields and prehayds
that lay beneath,"and ‘which was.surmounted by a-thick i
greve of trees The slope thau slowly Ied up to it frem-
“the opposite’ suie was covered by a rank g'rowth of beech,
hxckory, and ash, through whmh f:hu:ea@.eds a numbﬁr of
wagon—tracks ereésmé at varions’ ano'les ‘In fazr W
lt had becomp old Reifsneider’s habit,” so mured was he
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.by now to-the open, to make his bed in some such Qinate'h“
-of; trees 2s this to frw his: bacon of boil his egzs at thd
foot .of Some tree before, laymv hzmself down for the
night. Oec.asmnally, so hght and meonseqizentlal W
this sléep, he would “wall ‘nt ﬁtght “are oftezﬁlf Eﬁé
mconlxght or-some sudden. wind stu-rmg in, the tregsz-om
. & reconnoitering? ‘animal arousmo' hxm, he would 51t up
2nd " think,  or pursue his ‘quest i the moonlight orithe
dark, a strange, unnatuta}, half wild, half sa.vage-laokmg
but uiterly harmless creature, calhnv at lonely roa.d
* igrossings,- staring ' at . dark ‘and shuflersd” houses, and
wondering where, where Phoebe. eou‘d really- be. - :
That partxcular ull® that comes in the systoled[aétole‘
of this: earthly ball “at two o c!ock in the- mornrng in-
varlably aroused- him, and though ‘he -might- ok g0 any,
farthe‘: he would sit up " and -contemplate the darkness
or the stars, wondermg Sometunes in the strange pra*
‘ .ﬂesses of his mind he would fancy that he -saw moying,
among the trees the figure of his lost wife, and. then he
twould get up to follow, taking his atensils, always on 8
string, and his eane. If. she-seemed to evade him -tod
-easily he would run, or plead, or, suddenly losing track

of the f,-ncled figure, stand awed or dlsappcmted, gmeV*
dng for the moment over the almost msurmoﬂntable-
diffienlties of his search. « - . o
It was in the seventh year. - of “these - hopeless
—11G
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"peregrinations, in the dawn of a similar sprino-time to
‘that .in whwh Ins wife . had died, that- he came af. last,

e

one mght to the Vlelty of thls se]f same patch that’
erowne& éhe Yigeto the' Red thf H{S far- flungwase,
used as a divining-rod--at the -Iast: eross—mades i}-ﬁd
broutrhx: him hither. He had walkea ma"xy, many mdes.
It was aFter ten o’clock at mght, -and he v*as very weary
Long wandering and- little: eatmg haaleft him: vbuh A
shadow of his former self. It was a question now not
s0 muek of physieal ‘strength ‘but of smrxtuai endurdﬁce
which kept him up. He had searcely eafer this-day, and
now- exnausted he _set hrmself down m the dar’c t;a rect

i
-

and posmbly to sIeep
Curmusly on this occasxon 2 strange suggestmn of
the m‘esenee of his wife surrounded him, It would ne!'x
be long- Tow, he counseled with hlmself, although *he
long mionths had’ brouovht him nothmg, 'until ‘he shoald
see her, talk to her He fell asieep after a times, hls
head on his knees. At mtdmght the mgon began to I‘ISB;
and at two in the morning, his wakeful? hour; was’ &
Jarge silver disk shining‘thlough the trees to the ea.st‘
He opened his eyes when the radtanen became strongy -
making' a silver pattern at his feet and ?:ghtmg the
woods with strange lusters and silvery shadowy formss
‘As usnzl, his old notion that his wife must be néar ‘6o
curred to him on this oceasion, and he- leoked ‘abatithit
’ — 118 —
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~with 2 speculative, anticipatory® eye. What was it that
moved in the distant shadows along the path by which-
he had entered — a pale, flickering will-0’-the-wisp® that.
E:mbbed gracefully among the trées and riveted® his ex-
pectant gaze:r Moanlight and shadows eombined to. give:
it a si;rahge form and a stranger reality, this qut,tering:
of bog-fire* or dancing of wandering fire-flies. “Was’it
truly his lost Phoebs? By a. eireuitous’ route it passed.
about him, and m his feverei state he fancied that he
could see the very eyes of her, ot as sHe was when he
Iast saw her m the black dress and shawl but now &
strangely younger Phoebe, gayer, sweater, the one whonr-
he had known years before as a girl.~Old Rexfsneuier
got up. . He had been.expesting and dreamntr of this:
hour all these years, and now as he saw the feebIe nght
dancing lightly before him he peered at it questioningly,”
one thin hand in his gray hair. c .

Of a sudden there esrae to lim now for the flrst
time in many years the full charm of her oivlish figure:
as he had known it in boyhood, the pleasing, Sympathet1c
smile, the brown hair, 't he blue sash® she had onee worn’
about her waist at a pienie, her- gay, graceful mevements.
He walhed around the base of the tree, straining with
fns eyes, ‘forgetting for onee his eane and utemsils, and’
following eagerly after. On she moved before hxm, k3
will-o -the -wisp of the spring; a liitle -flamd above her

~—120—
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“head, and it seemed as though among"tﬁé small saplings?
of-ash- aé.a be'é"‘i a’nd thes thigk - teapksof S higkory: “apd
elm that she sxgna..ed mth a young, . zz&gqtcome hand.
c “O PI eebel Phoebel” he ealled “Have yuh really
dome? Have yih realhﬁ answered- et TARd hurrying®
faster; he fell-onee, ‘serairibling. Tathely o his ¥est; ‘only.
to see the szght in the dlstanee dancmg xllgswelr on.
On a;d on he hurrxed untd he was fau:ly runnmg, bru-L
shing h,xs ragged arms ag*amst the trees, striking “higt
hands and. face a:g'a’h‘nst jmpéding® twigs., His haf was:
gone, his: lungs weze. brgathless;hks xeacon quxte astray, p
whcn Gomlng to the edge of the chff he saw her below
among 4 sﬂvery bed of appTe-tréés now bioommg' in the’

L .

.. YL ws e

spring. !0 AL SAETT R Bl
“0 Phoebe!”’ he ealjeds. SO Pheebel Oh, o, don’£
1eave me!” And feeling the lure oi a wmld where love

- was youno- and Phoebe as thxs VISIOI] presentcd her, a
delwhtful epxtome of thexr cumndamm6 youth, he gave 2"
gay ery of “Oh, wait, Phoebel’” and leaped. N

- Some, farmer-boys, remnel’cermg this regton of-
bo‘mty and pro=peet some faw days afterward, found -
first tne tin ufensfls txed together under the tree Where -
he had left them, and then later ab the- fout of the chff;
paze, Y)rolfem but’ elate, molded sthile oft peate. ard
Jelight updn his Tips, b Hody. - His oh‘r Tkt was<dasco- ¥
yered lying under some low-growing s:a.plbmgs8 the= tvmgs

1R -
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“of which had held it back. No ene of all the simple

Ppopulation knew how éagerly'and joyously he had found:
‘his lost mate. -
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