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ENGLISH SYLLABUS

for

Junior and Senior Middle Schools
PREFACE

This syllabus is intended only to give information and some
suggestions as to how English can be taught as a complete course
through the Junior and the Senior Middle Schools. It indicates the
purpose of each year’s work and the place of emphasis. This syllabus
is designed primarily for our own middle school, but it is expected
that other schools working under widely varying conditions may
take this as a basis and work out a detailed syllabus for themselves,
indicating the specific requirements of each year ~ Before we set to
work, we want first of all to lay down some general principles of
English teaching together with the purpose and standards of the
middle school English course.

1. Memory is the basis of language learning. Hence the
emphasis of drill, memorizing, eonstant speaking, and reading.

2. Thoroughness and correctness are to be specially emphasized
throughout the whole course.

3. To adjust the class trouble to mental differences of the
students and to train the habit of rapid reading definite
assigements of supplementary reading are to be made by the
teacher.

4. Grammar is introduced only as needed in teaching the lan-
guage lessons. Systematic grammar is not emphasized in the
elementary stage.

5. Oral composition as well as written composition i« to be
emphasized. A close relationship between oral and written
composition should be maintained.

6. The use of the language is to be secured in connection with
real objects, acts, situations, etc., and translation should
therefore be replaced as far as possible.
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7. In general the fundamental purposes of English instruc-
tion in the dunior and the Senior Middle Schools seem to be
respectively:

To teach the use of English as a tool to meet certain life needs

at the present and in the future.

To afford practice in the use of this tool in more complex and

difficult workmanship, and

To develop the student’s interest and appreciation of English

literature, and of the civilization of Western nations.

8. The Junior Middle School graduate is required to be able to:

Understand and speak with facility and fluency simple and

ordinary English.

Read short stories and simple magazine articles.

Write simple compositions and letters without grammatical mis-

takes.

The Senior Middle School graduate is required to be able to:

(@)
(b)
()

e

Understand English speaking and lecturing without hesitation
and speak English with fluency.

Read newspapers, standard magazines, and high school text-books
in English.

Write correct and good compositions of some length and take
lecture notes in readable fashion.

OUTLINE OF ENGLISH COURSE
Junior Middle School First Year

Periods per week 6

Purpose of the year’s work:

1. To build up a vocabulary of about 1000 commonest words &
phrases in sentence units.

2. To train the eye, the ear, and the vocal organs of the student
to enable him to reproduce the sounds correctly with the help
of phonetics.
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3. To train the student in understanding the simplest commands,
questions, and answers when heard.

4. To enable the student to answer simple questions clearly and

fully, in complete sentences pertinent to the questions, and
to say and to write correctly and as whole the simplest and
commonest phrases and sentences.

5. To train the student to speak with good expressions by meang
of conversations or simple dramatic plays.

6. To train the student to write legibly from copy and from
dictation of familar lessons. .

Subject-matter: (arranged in order of importance.)

Pronunciation

Conversation

Reading

Penmanship

Spelling and Dictation

Texts recommended:

Model English Readers Vol. I and half of Vol. II. By Tsew
Yih-zan. .

or English Learned by Use I and 1I. By Brownell Gage. ;

or Mastery of English I and II. By H. B. Graybill.

Junior Middle School Second Year

Periods per week 6

Purpose of the year’s work:

1. To increase the vocabulary to about 2500 language units, 1

2. To train the student to reproduce short stories he has read or
heard.

3. To develop and improve articulation, enunciation and inflec~
tion.

4. To impart to the student a knowledge of the essentials of
grammar. Grammar is introduced only as needed in teaching
the language lessons and grammatical terms themselves are
not to be emphasized.
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To drill the student upon the varieus types of sentences.

6. To induce the student to read short fascinating narratives
besides regular class assignment.

7. To give the student certain knowledge of some general rules

of English courtesy or etiquette in the school or at home,

(S

Subject-matter:

Oral Expression

1. Conversation

2. Story-telling

Reading -

Grammar

Sentence Formation

Dictation

Texts 1ecommended:

Model English Readers Vols. IT and IIT.

or Mastery of English Book III.

Books recommended for supplementary reading:

Aesop’s Fables

Chamber’s Short Narratives 1st and 2nd series

Eighteen Dramatic Dialogues. (Part 1)

Chamber’s Narrative Readers sets A and B.

Sunny Hour Series (Commercial Press.)

Easy volumes of Students’s Library Series such a< a Scottish
Schoolboy.

Junior Middle School Third Year

Periods per week, 6.

Purpose of the year’s work.

1. To enlarge the vocabulary to about 4000 language units.

2. To develop ease and fluency in conversation.

3. To give the student training and practice in connected speech
on given topics.

4. To give the student a systematic study of grammar.

FEAENREERDS
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5. To develop in the student the ability to compose a clear and
readable paragraph or series of paragraphs on familiar subiect
matter, with due observance of unity and order.

6. To develop in the student the ability to write shory letters
which accord with the forms in general use.

7. To impart certain knowledge of calling, visiting, introducing,
ete.

Subject matter:

Reading

Conversaticn

Grammar

Composition

1. Oral—two—thirds

2. Writlen—one—third

Dictaticn

Texts recommended:

(1) Selections made by Miss Hwang and Mr. Wang or Thirty

More Famous Stories.

(2) Mastery of English Book IV.

Books recommended for supplementary reading:

Chamber’s Narrative Readers sets C and D.

Eighteen Dramatic Diulogues (Part 1T)

English Weekly.

Selected Volames from Student’s Library Series (Commercial
Press)

Fifty Famous Stories

‘Grreece and Rome’ in World Famous

Stories (the Macmillan Co.)

Sketches of Fifty Famous People by Fong F Sec.

Senior Middle School First Year

Periods per week 5.
Purpose of Year’s work:
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. To train the student to read with facility, to reproduce the

substance of a simple story, news item, or lesson after one
reading.

- To develop in the student the ability to express clearly and

consecutively, either in speech or in writing, ideas which are
familiar to him.
To give the student a more detailed study of grammar.

+ To develop in the student the power to read easy lilerature

with appreciation.

- To cultivate high ideals of life and conduct by arousing an

admiration for the deeds of noble characters.

Sabject-matter:
Reading

Conversation
Grammar
Composition

1.
2.

Oral—one-half
Written—one-half.

Texts recommended:

1.

Either Abraham Lincoln or selections from the following:

(a) Gulliver’s Travels.

(b) Specimens of Modern English Prose. (Commercial
Press)

(c) Letters from British and American Authors. (Commer-
cial Press)

(d) Hawthorne’s Snow Image, Wonder Book, and Tangle-

wood Tales.

- Mother Tongue Book II or English Grammar for Middle

Schools Book IV. By Fong F. Sec.

Books recommended for suplementary reading:
Clark’s The Story of Caesar.

Clark’s The Story of Troy.

Gueber’s The Stories of the Greeks.
Blaisdell’s Stories from English History.
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Students Library Series. (Commercial Press)
Stories of Our Country. (American Co.)
King Arthur and his Courts. (Greene)
English Student. (Commercial Press)
English Weekly.

Senior Middle School Second Year

Periods per week 5.

Purpose of the year’s work:

1. To induce the student to read widely and appreciatively.

2. To enable the student to talk with foreigners whose mother-
tongue is English with ease and without being self-conscious.

3. To develop in the student the ability to analyze and present
in outline form the gist of a lecture or piece of literature.

4. To develop in the student the ability to plan and work out a
clear, well ordered and interesting report of some length.

5. To give the student a general knowledge of rhetoric.

6. To induce the student to speak on platform.

Subject-matter:

Reading

Conversation

Rhetoric

Composition

1. Oral—one-third

2. Written—one-thirds

Publio speaking

Text recommended

1. Hints on English Composition. By Tseu Yih Zan

2. Selections from the following:
(a) Half Hours with the Best Authors. (Commercial Press)y
(b) Selections from British Classics. (Commereial Press)
(¢) Lamb’s Tales from Shakespeare.
(d) Irving’s Sketch Book.
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(¢) Essays and Addresses of The—odore Roosevelt (Chung
Hwa Book Co.)
(f) Standard Newspaper and Magazine Articles.
.Books recommended for supplementary reading:
Robinson Crusoe.
Stories of American Life and Adventure. (American Book Co.)
Stevenson’s Treasure Island.
Lincoln’s Selected Speeches.
Irving’s Life of Columbus.
G. B. Shaw’s An Unsocialized Socialist.
Selections of Long-fellow’s Poems.
The Weekly Review of the Far East.
Student’s Library Series. (Commercial Press)

Senior Middle School Third Year

Periods per week 4.

Purpose of the year’s work:

1. To develop in the student the power to read critically and to
reason soundly.

2. To improve the students power of self-cxpression by stimulat-
ing thought and supplying imformation and model of con-
struction.

3. To enable the student to express himself correctly and
forcibly in clear, idiomatic English.

4. To give the student a review of the principles of unity.
coherence, and emphasis in sentences, paragraphs and com-
positions.

5. To train the student to state an argument of considerable
length, developed through formal introduction and brief.
.Inter-class debates on live questions are encouraged.

Subject-matter:

Reading

Public speaking

Composition
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1. Oral—one-third

2. Written—one-thirds

Rhetoric

Text recommended. Selections from:
1. Scott and Zeitlin’s College Readings in English Prose,
2. Great Authors (Commercial Press)

3. Rhetorical Exercises Supplied by the Teacher.

Books recommended for supplementary reading:
Macaulay’s Life of Samuel Johnson

Plutarch’s Lives (Ginn & Co.)

Student’s Library Series.

English Student.

The Weekly Review of the Far East.

Newspapers and Standard Magazines.

Short Stories and Novels.

bal

Elective Courses.

1. The function of the elective courses is to meet the desire of
those students who can study and really need more English

besides the required course.

2. Only superior student is allowed to take the elective course.
The permission of the teacher in charge should be had before

one is registered for any elsctive English.

Junior Middle School Third Year

Periods per week 3.

Texts recommended.

1. Arabian Nights.

2. Selections from the Tales of Tolstoy.

Senior Middle School

1. First Year
Periods per;week 3.
Text recommended.
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Stories from Shakespeare.
Stories from Tennyson.
Stories from Longfellow.
David Copperfield Retold
Oliver Twist Retold.

2. Second Year

S W o

A. Periods per weeck 3.
B. Texts recommended.
1. Selections made by Mr. Li Rumy.

3. Third Year.

Course. I
A. Periods per week 3.
B. Texts recommended.
1. Selections from Contemporary Writers.

Course. II (one term only)

A. Periods per week 3.
B. Subject Matter—Teaching of English in the Elementary Course.
* “Business English” courses are prescribed in the syllabus of the
Commercial Department.

Note I. The text-books recommended are subject to change, in
case better ones are secured.

Note II. Unless indicated courses are at present one school
year courses representing as many units as the number of hours of
recitation per week. One unit stands roughly for a passing grade on
one hour of recitation and one to one and half hours of preparation
once a week throughout the school year.

Note ITI. Prize speaking, dramatizing, debating, the school
pearp and other or forms of activities are to be encouraged.

Note IV. At the beginning of each term every teacher is
expected to have his or her subject matter and procedune of teaching
well arranged and put in good order.
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