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ledge and the dispersion of prejudice. 
Inquniy and investigation are advan- 
ces towards improvement....are steps 
which lead to the temple of truth. 

" Let me add, however, that should 
you make an effort to establish a 
school on friend Lancaster or Bell's 
plan, you must address Mr. Lancas- 
ter by letter, and directly, and he 
will give you a pretty accurate idea 
of, the necessary expence of eve y 
thing except the building, which must 
be sstimated by yourselves. 

A spell- 
ing-book and book of arithmetic will 
seive three or four years, and one 
thousand scholars each year, so that 
the expense of books is extremely 
small. Spelling-books six shillings, 
dictating do. two or four shillings, 
arithmetic ten shillings, &c. Should 
you, however, wish for these books, 
in order to form your own opinion 
of them, you can let me know by 
return of post, and your letter will 
reach me in time to send them with 
the first vessel which sails hence to 
Belfast. Or if you think l-car com- 
municate to you anyr more particu- 
lars by which you could piofit, I 
shall attend Lancaster's school from 
tlree till four every day, the time 
allotted to visitors, until that I aim 
perfectly acquainted with the mecha- 
nism of his system, and then wxate 
you a more detailed account of it. 
Convinced as I am of the great bles- 
sing of instruction to the poor, I 
shallfmost willingly conthbute as far 
a~ in my power to facilitate your 
henevolent views, ut communicating 
such information to the neglected or 
indigent youth, and piocure you e- 
very Info nmation on the subject which 

tan be communicated by letter. 
I AM YOUR'5, &c. 

J.A. B. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

iIXTH REPORT FROM THE COMMISSIONERS OF 
T''HE OARD OF EDUCATION IN IRELAND 

to 
haz 

Grace Charles Duke of Rich- 
mond and Lenox, 6c. Lord Lzeute- 
nant General, and General Gover- 
nor of Ireland. 

.MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE. 

W E, the undersigned, 
commission-o ers, appointed for inquiring into 

(bte several funds and revenues grant- 

ed for the purposes of education, and 
into the state and condition of all 
schools in Ireland upon public or 
charitable foundations, proceed to lay 
before your grace our report upon 
the hospital and free school of king 
Char les the lid, commonly called the 
Blue-Coat Hospital. 

'1 he hospital and free school of Char. 
les the second in Dublin was lound- 
ed, by a charter of the 23d year of his 
reigi. 

' lie mayor, shermffs, commons, and 
citizens of Dublin, iepresented by 
petition, that many chai itable pessons 
were desirous to coitiibute towards 
the erecting of an hospital for iain- 
tamnng aged and poor people, and a 
free school tor the education of youth; 

lheteupon his majest3 y as pleased 
to grant to the mnayo, sheriffs, corm- 
nions, and citizens of Dublin, his 
royal charter of Incorporation, con- 
stituting them and their succestois 
for ever governors of such houspital 
and fiee school, and giving them a 
piece of giound on Oxiantown Gieen, 
upon which they had ahleady begun to 
elect a buildlug for the purpose. 

It has not appeared to us that at 
any time an estaulishment was made 
for the leception and mautenanceo( 
aged reduced people; but we have 
reason to think, that trom the begin- 
ning a plan of useful education was 
foi ned which has continued to the 
present time. No turthei royal grant 
appears to have been made to the 
funds of this nAtitution. 

T'le establislment in its present 
state is foi 130 boy s; they are main- 
tamied, clothed, well instructed in the 
holy sciipture, and in the pinciples of the protestant iehgto9t, in English, 
Euclid, Navigation, and the va ious 
branches of practical mathematics, in 
which some boys niow in the school 
have made a proficiency uncommon 
for their years; this is much to the 
honoui of their -plesentt master, who 
%was educated in this institution -,. 
The boy s are admitted at the age of 
8, and appienticed at the age of 14 
years, some to trades, some to the 
sea service, with a fee of ltve pounds 
fot each. 

Fox 12 years ended 25 December 
1808, the returns made to us give. an average income of about 
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r 3,041 10 and an average expendi- 
ture of about .6.3035 2. 

In this expenditure are included 
the annual payments mnade in liquida- 
tion of a debt long since contiacted. 
For, about the year 1779, the oil- 
ginal hospital being decayed, and in- 
sufficient to receive the number of 
boys which the funds were then e- 
qual to maintain, new buildings weie 
erected upon an enlargea plan at the 
expence of C.21,294, they aie spa- 
cious; and though unfinished, an or- 
namient to the city : but it Is to be 
regretted, that a plan so expensve 
was chosen, since the fiiunds were in- 
adequate to the carrying it into ef- 
fect. It was intended to provide for 
the reception of 300 childien, but 
when the above laige sum was ex- 
pended, whereby a debt of e. 4,000 
and upwards was incurred, the 
governors were obliged to desist.- 
They had provided aniple, and in 
appearance too expehlive accommo- 
dations for officeis to superintend an 
establishment tor 300 boys ; a beau- 
tiful chapel, a spacious school room, 
a duing hall, out they had dormi- 
tories for only about 120 boys. It 
has been stated to us, that the debt 
will be paid olf in the course of a 
year, this circumstance, with an In- 
crease of mncome lately obtained, 
will enable the governors to main- 
Lain more boys, and it may be ob. 
served, that were dormitories ptovi- 
ded for 300, and weie the fuuds a- 
dequate to their mainten4nce, the num- 
ber' might be received without any 
additional expence on account of of- 
ficeis: besides the expenditure for 
clothing and diet, and apprentice 
tefs, only additional assistants ii the 
school, and maid-servants would be 
required. 

'IThis is much to be desired, for it 
is a place of excellent education, which 
promises fair to send into the world 
good citizens and good subjects. 

From the returns made to us it ap. 
pears, that the steward of this insti- 
tution was discontinued f6r irregula- 
rity in keeping his accounts, about 4 
years since: that he possesses the a- 
paitments provided tor that officer, 
with the full salary and allolwances; 
and that the duties of the office are 
performed partly by the agent, with- 

out additional salary on that account, 
and p#artly by the butler, who re-. 
ceives five guineas annually in ad- 
dition to his wages for so doing; so 
that it appears, the duties of an of. 
fice which has annexed to it salary 
and allowances (besides apaitments) 
amounting to y. 131 14 are dischar- 
ged, and very satisfactoifly too, tor 
five guineas per annum by another 
pei son. We cannot pass over this 
tiansaction without expressing regret 
that the governors should have thought 
it necessary to leave an inefficient 
officer in possession of his apartments 
and full income; these cucumstances 
suggest the ,idea of abolishing the 
office altogether upon the decease of 
the person who now holds it; the 
funds would thereby receive consi- 
derable ielhef, and the apartments 
might be assigned to the school- 
master, or other arrangements made 
for the benefit of the institution; ia 
these a better infitmary might be pro- 
vided, the present one being ill con- 
structed. 

Of the boys in this institution, the 
governors of ELasmus Smith's school 
maintain thirty, at a charge of about 
f.24 per annum for each ; and the 
tteasuier of that institution (chief jus- 
tice Downes) applies the fees annexed 
to his office by act of paihament to 
the maintenance of seven boys. 

No 
paitqamentary grant has been 

at any time made to this Institution. 
Councd Chamber, Dubhn Castle 

12th May, 1809. ~ (Signedj 
WM. AgMAGH, (L. s.) 
rGEO. U1ALL, Provost, (L. S.) 
JAs VCERaSCOYLE 
Dean of St. Pati Ick' s 
Jas. WHaTELAW, (.. S') 
W ILLAM DISNEY, (L. s)' 
tic nD. L. EDGEWORTH, (L. SO) 

APPENDIX. 
The governors of Erasmus Smith's 

charities have hitherto supported 20 
boys in the hospital, and on the 24thr 
June 1807 they mncaeased therr num- 
bei to 30; the treasurer of that board, 
also supports seven boys out of his 
fees as treasurer ; these ,seven were 
added, in June 1807 ; the boys on 
Et asnus Smith"s foundation are no- 
minated by that board as vacancies 
occur; the average expence of each 
boy for diet and clothing, is about 
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sixteen pounds a year, to which add 
their proportion of the expenses of 
the establishment, the nlecessai v re- 
paiis of building, their apprentice fees, 
&c. makes the total expense of 
each boy, as nearly as can be com. 
puted, about twenty four pounds per 
annum ; the boys who are put in on 
this foundation are not the sons of 
fleemen. 

''he guild of St. Ann support two 
boys in the hospital, for which they 
pay annually foity pound,,; these 
boys are not the sons of fIeemen 

I'heie are ten boys always iuthe 
hospital, who are nom-nated by the 
bishop of Meatl (for the time being) 
for ever, as trustee under the will of 
tue late Hlenmy Osburn, of Dardis- 
town in the county of Meath, wlho 
by deed of agreement with the go- 
vernois, dated the 11th Match 1697, 
paid over to them the sum of one 
thousand pounds on the foregoing 
conditions ; these boys are not the sons 
of fi eemen. 

There ale. two boys always in the 
hospital, who are noiinated by the 
minister of St. Werburgh's patihb (for 
the timune being) for ever, under the 
will of Mr. James Southwell, who 
bequeathed a sum of fout hundred 
pounds and upwards, on the totego- 
ing condition; these boys are lgt 
the sons of freemen. 

The remaining number are nomi- 
nated and appointed by the gover n- 
or of the hospital, and mdst be the 
sons or gitand sons of reduced free 
citizens of Dublin; they are admit- 
ted only on board days, as vacan- 
cies occur, by appienticing or other- 
wise ; atnd the goveinor whose turn 
it is to nominate must be piesent; 
the ceittheate of the boy's father or 
grand father's freedom must be pro- 
duced, and the parent, or some near 
friend, must swear that bhe boy so 
admitted is the reputed son or grand- 
son of the person imetioned in the 
said certfi cate. 

It was intended that the present 
building should contain 300 boys, but 
the funds were so exhausted tii build- 
ing, and no aid haviug been given 
by parliament, the governors weie 
uniiable to complete mote building 
than what accommodates the present 
number of 127 boys; another wing 

was intended in the rear of the hon- 
pital, equal to the one at present 
built, which (It completed) would 
accommodate the remaining numbes, 
of 300 ; but the funds aie inade- 
quate to supil)ort that number: the 
governors, however, hope, in the 
copise of another year (by which time 
they expect to be out oh debt) to 
be able to add twenty boys more to 
the establishment fiomn the present 
state of their funds. 

X 750 is the debt due by bond. 
Numbher of boys in the school 19th 

April 1809---130 is the establish- 
ment ;--127 were in the house. 

(bigned) Robt. Hart. 
Note -The boys get sik ounces of 

bread at each meal; except $ times 
a week, when they get meat, they 
then get but live ounces at'dinner. 

They get no bread when they get 
stijabout, oqn Monday mornings; when. 
ever they have meat tor dinner, they 
get half a pint of beer after it. 

1 be boara om dered them to get 
meat for dintew last year, only from 
Ist February to 1st May, and haLf a 
pound of potatoes instead of biead; 
they never got potatoes before, ex- 
cept on one day tn the year, and 
All Souls Eve. The boys rise at 6 
In sulI)mei, and at 7 in winter, go 
to school at 7 in summer, and 8 in 
winter; leave school at 4 o'clock, 
ald go to bed at 8 o'clock. 

For the BrlJast Monthly Mlagazioe. 

THE sL RVANT. 
ITH t ie manners of the great, 
the bulk of mnankind have little 

concern. Upon the feelings and con,- 
duct of the fashjonable world, many 
romantic and novel pioductiois ame 
already in cucultmion. I he subject of 
this paper nas chosen with a view to 
cotrect some of the evltsof real life, 
In its h mblest walks. In attemnpting 
to do so, a libetty of occasiounal di 
gressions will be taken, in making re. 
flections and oblseivatiois upon what- 
ever duect delineation of character 
may be pioduced. 

t'o the ptlincipal subject of the 
following plain and practical narrative 
is given the iustic and famsitar name 
of Jack lje wa, a set vant ,a a tarm- 
house situated in a rough pait of the 
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