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Current problems with metadata for multimedia:

• it’s hard to search for images

• many file labels are only in English

• some metadata is duplicated or missing

• it’s hard to develop tools with unstructured data

Issues

Learn more.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data/Overview
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data/Overview


We aim to use structured data for all media files, to:

• make it easier for users to read & edit file info

• enable developers to build better multimedia tools

We are starting a collaborative investigation, as a community. 

This major infrastructure project could take several years.

Goals



File page

Data view

Starry Night by Vincent Van Gogh, from 
Google Art Project. Public domain. 
Via Wikimedia Commons. 

Data on file pages First concept

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Van_Gogh_-_Starry_Night_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincent_van_Gogh


Data view First concept

This is a first example of 
what a data view might 
look like, with a new 
user interface.



Data editor First concept

This is a first example of how 
a structured data editor 
might help edit descriptions 
in different languages.



How structured data can help our movement:

• improve search for media files

• show information in many languages

• find information on related topics

• make it easier to edit and re-use files

• drive curation and contributions

• offer a better multimedia experience

The future

Learn more.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Structured_Data_-_Slides.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Structured_Data_-_Slides.pdf


 

• discuss & define this project, as a community

• allocate resources to support development

• design the data structure & user interface

• develop & test prototypes

• iterate on key features and infrastructure

• migrate unstructured data collectively, over time

Next steps

Learn more.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data/Development
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data/Development


File Metadata Cleanup Drive
a.k.a. “OMG Think Of The Robots!!!”



what you edit what you see what robots see









Meet Mr Metadata
tools.wmflabs.org/mrmetadata

How many files are we talking about?

https://tools.wmflabs.org/mrmetadata
https://tools.wmflabs.org/mrmetadata










Make the robots happy
And when the time comes, they’ll do all the migration work for you.

meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/File_metadata_cleanup_drive

Join us, and start fixing files and templates on your wiki:

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/File_metadata_cleanup_drive
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/File_metadata_cleanup_drive


Thanks to all our collaborators on this project!

Join us.

Get involved

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data/Get_involved
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data/Get_involved


Learn more:
commons.wikimedia.org/Commons:Structured_data
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