


REGIONAL DIRECTOR’S I5ESSAGE

milestone in our conquest
of erosion. The last two
months have been a period

in the Soil Conservation
Service. Toward the last
of June came the announce-
ment that tvrenty additio-
nal CCC camps, to be lo-

cated in as many piedmont
North Carolina counties.

of unusually great activity

lie have passed another

wei’e to be devoted to soil
erosion control \Yorl:.

That axmouncement necessitated increasing the
trainee courses for preparing agriculturalists,
engineers, foresters and soil experts - men al-

ready schooled in their respective fields in the
practices and methods of erosion control as put
into effect by the Soil Consexnration Service in
cooperation with the land owners.

Hardly had the personnel of the SCS-ECTT state-
wide program been announced, when information was
received in High Point that five now deiaonstrat-

ional projects of the Soil Conservation Service
TiTould be established in Alamance, Rockingham, David-
son, Franklin and Mecklenburg counties. Each of
these projects will probably be operated on the
same basis as the demonstrati onal projects at High
Point, G roensboro and Yfadesboro, Each project is

to embrace an area of 25,000 acres, thus bringing
up the total of demonstrat iono.l erosion control
pi'oject acreage to about li.00,000 acres.
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A lot of water has run under tho bridge since the
first erosion control program in North Carolina was
inaugurated in tho Deep River area at High Point eigh-
Jpecn months o-go, and likcmse a great amount of avork

has been accomplishod. Beginning as an unknovm, ob-
scure sort of movement then, it is now the groa,test

land conservation program in the history of tho United
States, With the splendid cooperation of the land-
oY/nors in the demon strational areas, the state press,
the State University and Agricultural College and
many loading state officials, the erosion control pro-
gram ha.s boon put over in a big way. Today this
state raises third in tho amount of land receiving
erosion control work (Texas and Arizona rank ahead of
North Caroline.) coid is slntod to rocoivc .fil,500,000
of tlic $27,000,000 allotted for land conservation work
throughoi-xt tho United States,

The Soil Consoiwation prograia xms created bo-
cs-usc of necessity. At last pocplo began to Y/aJec

up to the necessity of doing ono of t\70 things :

either develop judicially our natural rosourecs, or

sxxffcr tho consequences in the form of a drastically
reduced national income. And so, like a snoYfoall

v/hich is put to rolling o.t the top of a groat hill,
which if it docs not hit a snag, gains XTcight and mo-
montixm as it speeds dovm the hill, tlic land conser-
vation projects expanded.

It is nov; tho duty of every citizen, whether
rural or urban, to holp keep tho snags cleared away
so tho movement can continuo to go on in a progros-
sivG, cncrg;Gtic manner. As long as tho program ac-

' complishos somothing worthYJhilo for tho pocplo it is

the people's duty to support it, And as long as v/c

aro able to fight a lick at old man EROSION, vio of the

|Soil Conservation Service intend to bo doing so. Wo
ask the statewide support of all citizens in this en-

deavor.
—J. H. Stallings



PASTURE llANAGEI/LEUT

The Soil Conscr^/ation

Service has conplctcd pl:^3
for 550 cicroo of pasture
on 95 fcirms of the 2^0 co-

opcro.tors to do-tc, 291'|'

acres have o-lrcady boon
lined and seeded to pas-
ture grasses. The gener-
al pasture mixture used
has been Korean and con-
ip.on lospedoza^ orchard
gra.ss^ alsike clover

^
red-

top, white Dutch clover,
and Kentucky blucgrass.

The best pasture grass left out - Bcrnuki gro.ss -

will probably cause some of you farmers to bristle
up at the mere mention of the so-called post. Hover-
tholcss, Bermuda grass ndll furnish inoro grazing
than any other grass. On top of that you arc sure
that the soil under it is not vpashing awow.

The first consideration is to keep the grass
po.latc.blo. You dondt like roasting eo.rs when they
get hard, radishes i/hon they got strong or Yfoedy,

nor celery Y/hen it’s stringy. Cattle don’t like
tough or YToody grass. If you don’t have enough
Cattle to keep the Ydnclo pasture gro.2zod close
enough to keep it tender, divide the pasture and graze
part of it heavily for aircok or ten days, then
svdtch to the other half. You can graze more cat-
tle on asmall area and keep your pasture in a more
productive condition by chojcging pastures.

Aoods are alv/ays a problem and especially in
pasture YYhcrc you oo.n’t ploYr them under end kill
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then by cultivation# Tho only other possibili-
ty is to nov/ then# This should bo done just before
they cone into full bio on* Don’t lot then iTiaturo

SGcd if at all possiblo to prevent. By novri-ng

early in the spring and several tines during the
surxior raid fall you not only kill out the ircods but
prevent a lot of plant food from going to imsto
rousing Treods# This plant food v/ill grew gro-ss if
the vjoods don’t- get it. Then tcc^ cutting the
woods prevents shading out of the grasses, After
cutting, the woods should bo raked and haulod to

any thin spots to be spread ^ut for a nulch. This
vrcod nulch ivill hold soil and no’isture mitil some
grass gots started. It mil also provide sono

nuch needed organic laattor in that poor washed
soil.

Pornanont pasture ncaiagorunt laust include
the use of sono fertilizer; either a conplGto con-
iicrcial fertilizer or nanuro. You can’t keep
grazing pernnnont pasture year after year and not
expect it to run out. Line should bo o.pplicd

every fo'or to six yooars at the rate of two (2)

tons per aoro cind an application of three (5) to

four (k) hundred pounds per acre of 16 per cent

acid phesphato ovory three or four yoors.

Anotlior very inportrait part of porrmnont pas-

ture mnagoxiont is the provision of a tenporary
po.sturo during the tiiio your pernanont pasture nay
be short. You can’t expect your penaanont grasses

to niako a quick conoback if o’^rory inch of groon
shoots has boon taken off as scon as it appears,

A rest for your penaanont pasture is just as nec-
essary as rest for yo^ar work stock or yourself.

—Greonsbero Daily
HgI'Ts
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I.IMIAGING FAmi ffOODLAJIDS IN THE
REEDY FORK AREA

Timber is just as much a crop as corn, the
difference being in that it teJces much longer to

mature. However , if one has a stand of mixed hard-
woods it can be managed in such a way tliat some
trees can be cut annually for sale or use about the
farm for repairs, constrictions, and fuel.

The m.ixed liardwood stands in this region have
been mismanaged by clear cutting in spots, toxing
out all the better quality trees regardless of size,
and allowing the trees of poorer quality and form
to remain and crowd out any reproduction of good
trees that may have followed cutting.

As a result of such treatment there is little
left in most cases of the valuable mixed hardiTood

forests which origino.lly covered most of Piedmont
North Carolina,

The forestry department, of the Reedy Fork
project, under the dii'ection of Mr. Huckonpaliler

,

is establishing demonstra.tion plots in different
typos of farm woodlands to present the rocommendod
troatraent to follov/ in changing your woodlands into
a better timber producing tract of land.

In severe cases this will moan the removal of
a largo amount of old trees of poor form or species.
It is the best and quickest way hoi/ever to accom-
plish the desired results.

31
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RSSDY FORK FORESTRY PROGRESS

During the past
nonth tliG forestry dG«
partment of the Roedy
Fork project has Gsts.b-

lishod six ferost stand
improveiTiont doiaonstra-
ticn plots. These plots
aro located along iiiCLin

tro.vGlcd roads so that
they can bo visited and
studied by fanners in
the area. All such
plots urill bo narked
Y/ith signs in the fu-
ture •

Our work is made
to illustrate the proper troatno^it wriich should bo
given forest stands of different typos

^
cenpesition^

ago classes^ conditions, otc.

Bocauso of noji’s mistroo.tnont the timber land of

PiedLiont berth Carolina is in a voiy low state of pro-
duction* Ikich can bo done to inprovo conditions so

that a real future profit can be obtained from such
lands wiiioh aro ncu; so badly managed that only a small

portion of the possible returns could over bo derived
thcrcfroiiu

Much interest is being shoY/ii by the landcimors in

the area a.nd CY^oryone is invited to Y^isit these plots,

call on the forestr^^ department ojid ask us to do simi-

lar YvTork on your farm. The land cYnier alloYYs the CCC

crjiip to take nOfo of the products removed in those

demonstration plot cuttings. Ey-^cii then he recGiY^-cs

ifmuch VvTcod suito-blo for fuel, posts, sorwlogs
,
etc*, as

the case may be, as itgII as loaYmng the area, in a much

better sta.tc OwS to appcarcnce, timber production, and

insect and disease hazard.
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YiE GET REAL RESULTS

One of tho best examples of vegetatien as an
erosion-re sistca.it and soil-building crop is found
on tho fam of Paul Sv/iggott, located just south of

High Point, in Ro^ndolph County. I.Ir, Sv.dggott has

a farm of 5b acres of Helena and Cecil clay soil
typos, ij.3 oicros of '<Thioh arc in cultivation. Four
acres arc in pasture and only 9 acres are in forest.

Approximately 27 acres of tho Sv/iggett farm
drain tcT,i'ard a two -acre lake, and 6 acros di-ain

directly into it. The slope of tho land is

slightly above eight per cent. During a.ll the
sur.imcr rains (over 8 inches foil during one v/ook

around High Point), tho lake has remained per-
fectly clear. No terraces rraro built on tho en-
tire farm. Such was never the ease before.

Here is tho reason. In vrerking out the farm
progrcuu for Mr. Swiggott tho agronomy department of
tho Soil Conservation Soia/icc w-rked out a rotation
of corn, follo’.Tod by soic.ll grain, fcllov.’ed by Ics-
pedeza. All stoop slopes were put to pcrmrincnt

pasture. The slopes were contoxu’ furrowed, that
is, furrcY/s u'cre plowed fcllov/ing the contours of
tho land, and the areas wore seeded dovm to a

pasture mixture vrhich vras not grazed until it had
taken a good hold in the soil.

That v>ras last fall. Today - several months
later - tho visitor can behold a beautiful crscstal

lake, surrouidod by I'lrairiarit vegotatioio whore
livestock graze leisurely, o.nd ho Y/ill iiiY-ariably

ask hoYf "the oY/ncr manages to keep the Ic-ko so clear*'.

Old Mother Nature, given a little assistance by
^

scientific cooperation, has taken caro of that.
Vegoto.tion is the answer. Hay is mewed from tho
ncadovrs, sleek cattle satisfy their stomachs on ton-
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dor grasses, the landoirjncr^s soil is being re-
stored, ejid Mr. Average Citizen can fec.st his
eyes v/ith o.esthetic joy cn a beautiful scone
lying before bin.

Other farners in this section should lock
at Swiggett’s fam and t.ako the o.dvicc of a man
who has learnod how tc conserve his soil. It

can be done, vjlthout grea.t cost to the operator.
A sinplo pasture nixturo, kicluding 6 pounds of
Korean lospcdoza (octrly spring lospcdoza)

,
6

pounds common lospedeza (la.tc maturing crop),

8 pounds orchard grass, p pounds tall oat grass,
i{. pounds red top, 2 pounds white Dutch clo-^/or,

and li. pounds Kcntuclno bluegroiss - iiO pounds per
acre in all - will dc the trick. On the farm
taken as example here the government supplied
1-^ tons of lino per acre on the pasture end 1

ton of line an acre on ether land whore seed
YTQTO supplied for erosion control prevention.
Lospcdoza vm.s applied o.t the rocto of l\D pounds to

the acre

.

-ocOco-



?[ILDL IF3 C ONSERVAT lOK

vaticn Scrvico is shoiYing hovif it c.xn bo doiio,

Iii the Reedy Fork area, the Wildlife Ccnscr-
vaticn departraent has encountered very fo-;r diffi-
culties in contacting the farmers and lando\’/nors

concerning the game program. The fanaers are
discing and plovring areas plamied by the Soil Con-
servation Service for permanent seeding, shrub and
\^ine planting. This is a good indica.tion of their
interest.

The Erosion Specialists have set aside for
wildlife developments, areas ranging from one-
quarter to seven acres per farm. Also necessary
seed and fertilizer for odd strips and corners not
cultivated are furnished. Seed for 5^ acres on
iqO. farms have been, issued the farmers at an a\'er-

age of li.0 lbs. per acre, 57 additional acres have
been seeded by SCS labor.
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Sood being used for vrildlifo improvement
this spring and summer are; coY/poas 2100 lbs,

Brabham, How Era and Y/liippoonYill)

;

soybeans 1200 lbs, (Lorodo and Mung beans )j sor-
ghum ^00 lbs, (Egyptian wheat, Milo ma.iso, Kafir
com); millet 2000 lbs, (Brown Top, Gonmn, Pearl
and Prose); Sosban 600 lbs,; Sorocia lospodoza
1000 lbs,; Chufas 520 lbs.

Gullies and ga.ll spots Ydiich two nontlis ago
viGTo devoid of caiy vegetation have today beauti-
ful stands of lespodozas and grasses v/hich v/ill

undoubtedly be a. big stop in preventing further
erosion and furnishing food and cover for game,
IXio to the late start only 2221 coralborry,
1582 privet and 75 bush lospedozas wore planted.
However, many beneficial shrubs and vines wdll bo
pla.ntod during the next fa.ll and winter for Ydiich

plans o.ro now' being mjade

.

Sportsmen, schocis, club organizations and
fa,mcrs have been contacted in the cdvicational part
of programs and much enthusiasm has been sho'iim

throughout Greensboro and the Reedy Fork area.

Since the quail happens to be our most highly
prized game bird of -this area and by far the most
widely hunted upland game bird in America, it is

getting the most consideration as to management.
The millets will serve as food for song as vroll as

game birds, Chufas is being planted primarily
for turkeys. Special management for the few re-

i manning turkeys will bo tried.

The activities of the Wildlife Conservation
department are not limited to one or two set forms

^ of improving environments for game, but many
vegetative methods for preventing and controlling
erosion have boon used lYhorovor needed.
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MODERNISTIC FAEJ^IING

In modern day life, trends in furniture, art

and even human lives have been straightened until
it conforms to the ultra nodomistic idea of beauty.

Enchanting curves have become obsolete in most every
phase of life, except fariaing.

For years the fanaer’s idea of achievement vras

to run a ploaT furroiir or crop row just as straight
as a' string. Contests were held and preraiums aarar-

dod to those who pnovod their superiority in
keeping straight ahead regardless of lay of the
land, Today there, is only one plc.co where such a

practice is still. practical - those level areas on
which irrigation iss practiced.

The modeirnistic trend in fo.ming is the sraootla

floaring curve on the contour aidaich lends itself to
soil consciwation,. Each tillage operation on the
oontotir does its pa rt in controlling and conser-
ving Tratcr and so ill for crop production.

Each operation. from plovring through harro\7ing,

seeding, cultivating and harvesting adds its s'nare

to conservation of soil and water vdien done on con-
tour curves. The small ridges and wheel tracks
left by a grain drill my seem of little importance
to too many farmers,. Many a deep gully has been
started from just such a tiny ridge or track. The
hundreds of little ridges across the slope retard
the flow of water and will of themselves alone
prevent the start of many gullies in the draws, silt
"fans" at the bottom of the slope and galled spots
on the knolls.

Those floTfring curves are the guide to laying
dovjn a plan which if/ill enable each farmer to prac-
tice soil and v/ator canscxwation,
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The plan to be followed will bo deter-
^ mined by the conditions on each individual farm

and field. Soil type, cropping sjrstciri, previous
treatment^ fertility/, slope

^
amount of erosion

and the or/nor’s plains and needs must bo given con-
sideration, For all crop land a rotation is the

.
foundation on which to build fertility and soil
and water conservation praicticos. On the steeper
slopes of badly eroded fields grass and clovers
should be used to hold the soil and furnish hay
or pasture. In some fo*vvpasturcs on particulonly
porous soils contour furrows can be used to a
decided advantage in conserving waiter and pre-
venting gullies.

On other cultivaited fields a.itornato strips

of row and closc-grovj-ing crops iTill conserve soil

and water. This so-called strip farming is a

wonderfully flexible tool in the liands of the far-

mer. There is no condition \7hore it cannot bo
adapted so ais to help in the control of ores ion.

The close-grovririg crop a.cts as a fine straiLior,

TJater just trickles belavcon the many plants^

soaks iirbc the soil and deposits silt it may
have picked up from the row crop. In addition

to slcvring doim and absorbing more YTo.tor strip
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EROSION

'rhe physical ercsion of the. soil lias

its repercussions in every phase of jhiior-

loan society* Physical ercsion has

brougiit on ^Oruiaan erosion*’, by vdilch y:o

aiean the depression of the spirit of
the vrorking mein. The misery^ sorrorr and

despair of the American citizen is a re-

sult of -a drastic decrease in the pro-
ductivity of the -land. Economic, social
and political dependence; relief rolls,
broad lines, crime', filth and .debauchery .

whicii Y/e define as hujaan erosion, are
fundamentally the results of a haphazard,
system of national agricultur.a 1 e c onomy ,

'



'Yc repeat a truism as old as history Yfhen rie

say that the land is our basic asset. The soil
supplies the earth's vegetation. Under the ground
arc cur lainos, our oil vrells arid the neater table
which determines our water supply. All habitation
is dependent in some way upon the land. It is

therefore necessary coid inciambcnt upon man to pro-
tect and conserve Judiciously cur natural resour-
ces, in order that posterity m.ay be endowed Yrlth
a hei'itagc rrhich will guarantee life and susten-

ance •

In order to insure that legacy to posterity,
it is necessary tha-t all of society ccoperato in
carrying out a system of land conservat ion. Wc
beliovo that there must be a more equitable bal-
ance bcm.YGon agricu.lturo and industry, or be-

‘bweon rural and urban society. Aithout that bal-
ance beta classes -.rill inevitably suffer. There •

must also bo .a more ecuitable balance between the

different classes engaged in agricultural enter-

prise. In noit}ior case has such a balance been
kept. Killicns and millions more of men and money
have been omployod in industry. In the field of

agricultural toncsncy^ share -cropping and transient
labor have resulted in the serious unbalance in

Sigricultieral society. Land wastage, floods and
drouth have reduced the agricultuj'al output. Add
to that the paralysis of industry, resulting in

unemplojamont
,
and labor troubles, both in industipp

and in agi'^iculturo
,
then sec wha.t a. pitiable

plight we find encompassing us. Iluman or os ion,

the most heinous, the most subtle, and the most
destructive fenm of erosion, is growing hy leaps

and bounds.
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ENGIl^EERIKG - REEDY FORK

Nomal precipi-
tation for the raonth-*^,

of August in 3* ’^6 in-

ches, obtained from a

se-ven j^-ear record of

the U. S. Weather Bure
Station located at the
Greensboro Airport,
Average rainfall for
the stations through-
out the area \Tas

only l#i4-3 inches, or

a little less than
half the normcxl*

) Records from the
various stations shoar a v^ide difference in amount of

rainfoull for the month. Of particular interest is the

fact that at station ho, 8, located on the C. C, Huff
farm, only a trace of rain fell during the entire
month, Yfhich ivas not enough to measure. Only a fovr

miles
.

aimy at station ho, 6, on the J, F, lYostmore-

land Farm, a total of 3* 15 inches was recorded.
This included a rain measuring I.50 inches, Yrhich

fell during a 3‘“hcur period on August 7*

On the opposite page is a to-blo shov/ing the
location of rain gauges in the Reedy Fork area.

r
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REEDY FORK TIPS

The Soil
Consorvation Ser-
vice extends to ^
each non-co-
oporating farmer
in the erosion
control co'oas an
invitation to
visit his cooper-
ating neighbor’s
farm and study

:;V co.rofully his

plo.ns a.nd observe

1 the vrork which
- he is carrying

on in connection with tho Soil Consezwation program.

The Soil Conservation Service began functioning
in tho Reedy Pork area of Guilford and Forsyth
counties February 1st of this year. Since that time
plans hn.vo been completed and sorao work ha.s boon
done on tv/c hundred and twenty farms scattered
throughout tho area, Tho purpose of this program
is to domonstrato v/hat can bo done to conserve and
improve the farms of this section.

It should not be ncccssax’y to stxy very much of
the importcaico of erosion control, yet many farmers
do not seem to roa.lizo the necessity of contour
tillage, terraces, strip crops or rotation in their
farm practices. Too often, hovrover, vro do not rea-
lize tho importance of erosion control \antil after
most of tho top soil has boon lost.

As an illustration, there is a field in this
area tiuxt less than, six years ago v/as producing a
splendid crop of tobacco, Tlic farmer at that time
was not interested in terracing, or cuiy other
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method of erosion control* He favored long
straight rorrs because of the ease of cultivation

harvGstingc A fovr stuiaps still standing in

tlio field indicate that it had not been cleared
mcro than a few yoo.rs

,
yet it was abandoned due

to oxcossivo erosion* No erosion control method
will permit the cultivation of this field in the
future and the faneor must look elsewhere for pro-
ductive tobacco land, whicli is getting very scarce*

The decision every farmer must make is

whether to make an effort to save his top soil
vrhilo ho still has it or try to make now top soil
out of subsoil after his native top soil has boon
washed away* Generally he takes the line of
least rosistsjico. However, it is becoming more
and more apparent that nature herself is forcing
us to consorvo our soils and forests in the ixi-

tercst of self“presorvstien*

In the program of erosion control as planned
by the Soil Gonservaticn Service, nature’s methods
arc copied insofar as it is practical to do so*

Mechanical means, such as terraces and masonry
structures, are resorted to only as a moons of

controlling erosion w'hon tho fields arc in clean
cultivated crops, l^riiorevor possible vegetation is

used and is much proferred. Nature will "vTork

wonders for us if we help her to got started.
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TO THE FARfiSR

Fanaor friends, iTC’rc in the hole,
iiiid if v'JG’ro going to kcop off the dole ,

Parrriors, I am telling you.
Hero is what we’ve get to do,

Aj'id do it iKji,/,

Wo’vo got to keep seme pigs and sows,
iiTid three or four real good old cows.
To give us milk, and make us moat.
So that wo may a.lways keep

S,.r:io food at h.omo.

We’ve got to keep sene good hens here.
To lay us eggs throughout the year,
Instoa.d of keeping scrubby hens

,

That lo.y an egg just nev; and then,
imd hardly tlmt.

If your nilk and eggs you’ve got.

Some nico fat hogs in the lot^
Then plcip.t sonc corn, and sovr sonc T/haat,

ixnd hog and hGnii:iy you nay cat,
Tiiroughout the year.

Upon our farras we havo our v/oed.

Our lights cost little. If we could
Get sone nonoy to pay our to.x.

Then wo might sometimes relax
Froia the strain.

Just a few clothes, a little feed
A shelter that is fairly good.
And contentment n'ith our lot;

What more, please, have the wealthy got

In this lifo?
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Then reraemher our God above,
1^0 has in His infinite love.
Protected us through the years.
From all alara of heathen fears.

And gives us much or little <,

Remember this, farmer friends.
That vrhat vre have, God only lends

^

Expecting each year to receive
Something from our increased sheaves.

For Els cause.

Lord, give us contentment with our lot.
Dividing with you the things we^ve got;

Having tolerance for cur friends;
Giving, receiving, to the end.

That is life.

.

— J. C. Miller
Farm Federation Hews

-ooOoo-

FLAYED WITH FIRE

Farm fires cause 3,^00 deaths and ol00,000,000
property loss each yeai^ and the '‘Farm Fires'^ ex-
hibit shows hoYi fires from lightning, defective
chimnoys and heating apparatus, cigarettes and mat-
ches, gasoline and kerosene, and from spontaneous
ignition of ha.y, grain, and feed may be prevented.
Rats also wc:.sto untold wealth and spread disease,
but they stay away from clean, vroll-kept proiiiisos.

-ooOoo-^

Approximately llj.0,722 forest fires, burning
^ 1+5,889,820 0-cres, for an estimated loss of

$60,27115960, occurrod in this coujitznr in 1933 *

^0^



OVER THE AIR

Z • L • Whitaker j
Cooporator^ Oak Ridge ^ lu C >

Very unfortunately, this great goverrunent of

ours has vj^aitod 100 years longer than it should
^ave to take stops towards the conserTOtion of its

top soil, which is the cream of the earth, its

boOv.utiful forests - the handivj-ork of nature -

and the wildlife v^-hich affords sc much pleasure
to ovory sportsman in this country.

Legislation has been eno.ctcd to protect capi-
ta.1 and industries, but the greatest laws that
can be made cro those that will put a stop to
man’s destruction of our natural resources, on
which our very existence depends. To anyone in-

terested in fields, trees, flowers, birds, r:rA

abundant life, it is really heart-breaking to
motor about Guilford County oeid to see hci/ the
average land onnor has abused his property.

Not mcaoy davs ago I met in Darien, Conn, a

gentleman Yho has boon to Oak Ridge to hunt irith

Sheriff A. M. Bonbow, and he told me it concerned
and "vTorried him immonsoly to see the attitude of
indifference people in this section of the state
have toTiards the consorvo.ti cn of their soil and
timiber; and his greatest impressien of my om
coirmiunity v/as the v/astcfulness so evident every-
where , Although he was too courteous to say so,

I wonderod if ho did not fool that tho dire pover-
ty noticeable all over the South is not attri-
butable to our vaanton waste.

In tho U. S. bot^nocn ^0 and 60 million acres
of once valuable Imid have boon abandoned because
of erosion, and right horo in Piodraent North Caro- ^
lina nearly 900,000 oxros have boon abandoned, be-
causG the farmers have not terraced or farmed in
such a way as to prevent erosion.
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vox POPULI

"Of all Govcrnmont agoncios I am comrinced
\ tha.t the Soil Conservation Service mere definitely

justifies itself in the eyes of the public. The
soil erosion control amd la.ad use program is a

real and lasting projoct^ results from vahich vro

not onlj'' sec for the futairc, but which t.'c are
seeing in the form of improved crops in this sec-
tion now. Even the average citizen, knowing
nothing cf farming such as myself, ca.n see that
the improved landscape, made so by the incrcaso
of vegetative cover on the soil, add iinraGasuroably

to the beauty of the countrnrsido and help to pro-
vido for a. more resplendent cattle culture,''

—Charles Xetchum
Sect ’y ,

Greensboro
Chaiabor of CoEimorcc

YfATER FOR ISRAEL

"This is tho first time in sovsral years that
my well has failed to go dry. I am convinced tloat

the reason it hold up so well this summer is that
the increased use of vegetative covor on tho soil,

a practice of the Soil Consorvation Service, has

raised the water table in this section. Anyhow, I

have plenty of nrtcr, in spito of tho dry season
of a few weeks ago, and such has not boon tho ease
heretofore."

—R, G. Robertson
Deep River Cooperator

-ooOoo-

A gigantic aerial camera having 10 lenses

and constructed for a federal soil erosion survey

is capable of mapping 225 square miles from an

altitudo of 23,000 foot.
-22-



BARLEY AB A COYER 'CROP

From a soil conservation standpoint barley is a

nuch noro voAuable grain crop thon. corn.

The results obtained from four years of con-
tinuous corn shcir/ tho.t there v.'as a loss of 60 tons
of soil and 27/t of water runoff. On an experi-
mcntOvl plo.t in piedmont North Co.rolina it twus found
that the soil loss from an acre of corn was 17»85
tons per season and the loss from an o.crc of small
groan vras 3.39 tons.

The yield of barley is approxi.matoly tho^t of
corn ond is v. good grain s'tibstituto for livestock
food. Ill a hundred pounds of barley you iTould ob-
tain 11.5 pounds of proteins, 69.8 carbohydrates.

pounds

.

>h

In a hundred pounds of corn you i/culd obtain
10,1 pounds of proteins, 70.9 carbohydrates, and 5
pounds of fats, iihich makes a total of 86 pounds.

Barley is soim in October at the rate of 6 to 8

peeks per acre. Lospedoza can be sovni in the barley
in the follov;ing February or March without c'xtra

preparation -of the seed bed. The banlcy v/ill mature
and bo harvested in early Juno and the lespodcsa vrill

Liaturc in late summer, thereby enabling you to get a

grain and hay crop, vdicroas, with corn you only get
a grain crop. For each hundred pounds of lospedoza
hay there arc 12.1 pounds of proteins, lil .6 car-
bolydratos end 1,28 of fats, a total feeding value
of 56,5 pounds.

/in aero of com. yielding 28 bushels gives 120lj.^

pounds of feeding value per acre. The sane land
should yield at least 20 bushels of bon ley rdiich would
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give you a total feeding value of 800,61]. pounds.
The additional crop of lospodeza in barley, vdiich

should yield one ton of hay per acre, vrill give
you 1130 pounds of feeding value per acre. The

barley ooid lospodeza substitute gives an increase
of approxinatoly 60^ in pounds of feeding value

,

In addition, the barley and lespedeza laill

hold approxinately five tines as nuch soil as the
unprotected corn land and nnll improve the physical
condition of the soil and add nitrogen to the soil,
thereby giving it increased crop yields.

Barley is better adapted to clay or the

heavier type of well-drained soils. It does not
yield T/ell on poor soil.

The best variety of barley used for this
section is Tennessee 76 and Ilcrth Cc^rolina Strain,

SAVE LESPEDEZA SEED

All fanaers cooperating v/itli the Soil Conser-
vation Service in cariacing on a soil erosion con-
trol progi’aiu on the farm will need lespedeza seed
to cpw’ry on the cropping program started. The

easiest and chea.pest v/aj/ to get the seed is to

save theiii from the lespedeza crop you nov^ have
grovring. The seed from Kobe and Tennessee Jo var-
ieties can be sowed by attaching a pan to a mowing
iTiachine and panning them.

Save Seed and Save Money



Key! Heyl Maudio:
-25-

Marse Jolm rid mo all over this end o’ the

county tother day lookin’ fo’ that ol’ houn dog
what got out and picked up a fox’s tract tha.t musta
bin cut cou’ting. He sure covered this Reedy Fork
creek hack and forth.

I sxiro saw a whole flock of the ol’ friends
what was shipped in the saiao time wo was, A few
of them wore in -burrihle shape, hut their marsters
;;arn’t t'no kind that would take up v/ith soil con-
servation, We was just plum luclcy to ho hoton and
kept wdivxr wo is. Course *wc is ’coptional good
mules, only they forgits it wi'Kin wc stops on a hill
o’ tobacco in our sleep,

0 Lo’dy: I started to toll you all about
my trip, Wa’ll, Marso John rid me from place to
place. The only good thing out o’ tlio vdiclc moss
was the good tender eating grass I found around all
them white piles. They was sure tender morsels,
mostly clover. If tho mules on them places knowod
what tha.t lime would do if spread out where it be-
longs they would sure place a hoof on tho ho.ck of
their boss’s lap and get some action,

1 sure grieves for them not hann’ a good
pasture coming on fo’ ne:ct year and no clover
hajr desert fo’ next winter unless tiicir bosses
get busy real soon,

Ilarso John hauled some manure dcTm on tha.t

pasture and put it on some thin red spots. You
oei.ghta see that grass cornin’ on now!

vTell, Maudie, soc you next month if my now ^

pasture grows enuf to got inter it.

Just

,

Jacka,ss Pot-o



SOLILOQUY ON A RIVER ROAD »

I took this longer way across the siTale j

\ I took this rougher -vvo-y to miss the sight
Of tombstones in the sunlight j cold and pale
And spectre-like and white.

I passed the place that had the sagging fence

j

The house that had the shattered windoT«panes -

The yo.rd was clogged \Tith horse-weeds; foul and
dense

;

The pastures gashed from rains.

I know' the tenant of this sombre place,
I often SCO him in his rutted fields;
I knoviT the signs upon his worried face
Deep etched from year on year of scanty yields.

I loiow the dosen o'chors of his kind
That live along this stony river road;
I know' the barroniioss of every mind -

I know their debtor's load.

And yet I go this way to m.iss the signs
Of struggles given up; those marble things -

Those livc-forevor plants; those tangled vines -

The graven names and ca.rvcn angel wings.

I know the ones beneath those grassy moimds
Are sightless to the flight of brant and teal;

Are deaf to all tho friendly river sounds -

They lie in loam they cannot oven feel.

Those other ones may roundly curse the soil.

May lash their plodding, balkjr bony teams;

But they at least can plant a crop and toil -

4[|| May yet have shreds of dreams, .small siirods of
dreams

.

—Jay Gr, digmund




