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HEADGUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOIfBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)

APO #234
C/0 POSTLASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. USSBS ilo, 99 [(NAV-Z2) PLACE: __TOKYO
DaTee: _22 OCT, 1945
| TIME:s 1330-1800 -
Division of Orizin:. Newval .inalysis Division,

Subjecet: Janancse Occunation of RKISKA, the KISKA Gzrrison, and
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Onerations in the KURILES.

Personnel interrogated and backzround of each:

Corrander NUKAI, Nifuri, is a regular officer with twenty years of
service in the Jananese Navy., He is not an aviator. From 1 l‘ay to 30
Junc 1942, he was the comranding officer of the Svpecial Naval Landing
Force thich occuried KISKA., TFrom 1 July 1942 to 30 July 1943 he was
Senior Officer of the KISKA Defense Force., He occunied a sinilar posi-
tion at KiTAOKA on P.ARAITUSHIRO until the end of February, 1944, when
he went to MUS.SHI on the sare islend. In inril, 1945, he was detached
eand went to SASEBO, where he now cormends the LINOURA Navel Barracks.

‘There interviered: Roon 618, NEIJI Building,

Interrorsator: J. S, RUSSELL, Coptain, USN.
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Internreter: D. BLRTLETT, Lieutenant Corrander, USNR,

i1lied Officers Present: MNone other than above,

SUMMARY ¢
(Note: all dates and times are those of TOKYO, zone minus 9).

Lccording to Comnander MUKAI the first nlan of action in the
LLEUTIANS was to take the island of iDiK by a joint landing on the part
of both the Jananese irny and Navy. Then, after a period of azbout one
week, to land on KISK. and ATIU, using the sane forces which had teken
part in the occunation of .DiK. The object of taking ..Dih was to pro-
vide a temnorary defense in denth, the ..rmy falling bhack to 4ITU and
the Navy to KISK.i. Commander MUK.LI thouzht the .D.LK venture unirise,
since he, with his force, would be required to meke two landings,
=nd he did not enjoy the -rosmecct, duec to the difficult terrain and
rreather conditions, He was of the opinion that the whole oneration
a8 one of reccnnaissance. He expneeted to evacuate KISK. in Sentermber
of 1942. Hec learned that the nlan was chaned, and that he would be
required to land only on EISKi, two weeks before the Battle of IID LY,
and hence, he emmhasized, the change in »lan could have hcen 1n no “ay
connected 'ith the outcome of that battle.

The force with which Cormander NUK.I landed on KISK. =t 1ud0 on
7 June 1942 wos cormrised of one battalion of Special Nuval Landing
Force of 550 men and 2 »arty of labor troons of 700 men. The Lending
Force wes embarked on the H.XUS..N M.RU and the labor trooms on the
H____ M.RU, both transports of 10,000 tons, (Corrander MULLL
could not renember the name of the sec-nd transwort other than that he
thought it began with an "H"). Hec went ashore with the Landinz Ferec
at ABYN.RD COVE, The Landing Force was divided into three paris; the
rain body proceeded directly overland to the head of KISK: HLRBCR,
skirting the inshore end of S.LiON L.GOON, & seccnd groun nrved along
the cocst of the ridge dovm the center of the island, and a third
croup rioved along the shore. Four landing barges —rocceded zlong the
shore toward KISK. H.RBOR, These stood by to assist the third Croup
of the shore »Harty to cross thc entrance to S.4LI.ON LLGOON, then nowved
on dovm to the entrance to KISK. HLRBOR, vhore they emweited a cell from
the force ashore in the event that the evacuation of casualties night be
required, v
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Three nrisoners of war were taken a short distance inshorc from the
U.S. Teather Station., These twrere a pharmzcist's mate, a cook, 'and a
rcather observer. No one clse was met, but the three P.O ”.'s said that
there twrere four morc men frem the woathpr station who had gone in to the
hills to the souths

The threce landing force groups assembled at 0230 the next morning on
the northwest shore of KISKiL HARBOR. The two armcd transnorts then moved
in and landed the labor troops, equinment and supplics. Present in KISKA
H.RBOR -t v-rious times durirng thc first few days of the occupation, in
addition to thc two armcd transports, were the light cruisers kISO and T.li4,
the converted lizht cruiscr ASLKAMA, four destroyers of the 21st Destroyer
D1v151on, threc auxiliariecs carrying qasoluno, fucl oil and sup»nlics - the
JINO MARU, NISSAN MARU and AMALGI MARU - -7 the KAMITSU MiRU, The latter
brousht in esoline, couipnent and supnlics for six flying boats which had
landed on 8 Junc,

is soon o8 the labor troops and supnlics were landed from the two
transports the development of the base weas started. Four 13mm L guns
vecre enplaced on the hizgh zround just cest of the U.S. Weather Station.
Four 7em L. quns were crnnlaced to the northwest on the slope of the
nountaeins. Four llem const defensc suns were installed on NOi:TH HE.D,
Radar was located below the erest of the ridre to the wests Onc 40 KV
novzer unit and onc 80 KV. pover unit were set up elong the streanm just
cast of the Veather Station, and a 15 KV. nowor unit necar the nHond. 4
corrunicotion center was ceteblished with a recciver in the ‘caticr Ste-
ti-n building and trausrmitter scutheest ~f the -ond, !Mechanieal cquipnment
was lacking, s» all this toock up the remeinder »f the month of June.,

U.S. air attacks bean on ab~ut 10 Junc with B=-24's, B-17's, and PBY's
takine part, It was congidered that the latter "rerc on rce nnaissance missions.
These air attacles interfered -ith the work of develoninz the base considerablys

Tencrberinz the four Lnerieans who were reonrted te be in the hills
to the south, the KISO sent a beat with an armed party aboard around tn tbc
south” shorc *f the island. This s not done irrmcdictely, hovever, ond ug
unsucccessful., ..fter the scarch was discontinued, cnd on chorut 22 Junc,
three (Corirander ITUKLI sa id this 7 ssibly c: ~uld h“vo been four) gave themsclves
un, Thesc were thought to be civilians - 1 "weatherman" nd tw~ "look~uts",
On avout 30 Junc the last rman was found behind the main carp. None of the
“nericens hoad identifying tags or »napers. The Adismesitin “f the H"ris-ncrs
of wor was as f2llowss the threc tzoken :n the first day were quosticned as
t~ weather cnd sent t~ YOROSUKS ~n the ASAKI WiuitU, which left con 15 Junc,
Thce sceond three (four?) after heing siven whiskey, water and bread, and
being briefly questioncd, were rushed out te the KISO which wes -n the -oint
of departing for OMINLTO., The seventh (eigzhth?) nrisqncr wos kept for some
tine since no shins wrere sciling for JAPAN, This »riscner was quartercd in
the building which hhused the U.o. dicsel generater, (This power unit was
not used by the Janancse beecause of the vnltage and frequeney). The »orisoncr
wes tall, slender, hod brovm heir and blue coyes. He head a nlecasant disnosition
cnd was well liked by the Jzoznoses He was finally nloced sboard a destrayer
seilinz for YOKOSUKA in Oct-ber 1942,

The flying boat camn and the beach from which these and the float »nlancs
onerated was lececated a short distance 2round the sh~rc t~ the southwest «f the
malin carps

On 19 Junc the NISSnN MARU wos sunk in the harhor by a brmb fronm a
B-17., Thc hit vwas registecred -n the third atteck,

On 1 July the landins force became a garrison forece, the "Fifth Garrison
Frree", The ARGENTIN. IDARU ond the CHIYODA (built as a Navy scenlanc eeorricr)
augrented the forec at this time with about 1200 ren. The A4 defense was
aummented and six midget subriarines were brought in. The 18th Destreyer
Divisirn (thrce DD's) cseorted this force. The next day the threc destroyers,
after staniins out, ran into £4g¢, and anchored off SALMON LLGOON, Therc they
were subjected to o torncdr attack by 2 U.,S, subnarine. One wos sunk and the
other twn scriously Aamaged.
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The L. dofunscs Viere augm lentod as follows' four 1l2em high angle
guns werc installed rldWQV'oetmeon.MORTH HEAD and SALMON LAGOON, four
7er hizh engle guns on a hill on the south shore ~f LISKL HQRBOH, three
12¢n C“ESt defonse cuns cn the west end of LITTLE KISKA ISLLND,; four
25mi 4h machine quns -n a hill behind the lMain Cerp, ond b;tterlcs of
four 13mm AA moachine Juns werc installed, one on NORTH HE.D, cne by the
Subrarine Base, ~ne -n LITTLE KISKL and one near the raler statlﬁn west of
the laln Carp, The 13mm hgtterJ in the last location was very difficult to
instnll due t» the terrain, - |

Lhout 200 mo~red nines were nlaced nff the west shore of KISK. ISL:ND
in the bight of the shoreline directly west of KISKL HLRBOR, :

The labor battalion wos sunpnsed to build o nier at the Main Camp,
hut were harpered by the lack of cquipment, ani each time the construction
was started it was destroyed by wind 2nd sea,

Obscrvatisn float binlanes were noved in within a few days »f the
arrivel -f the nccupaticn force f£or short range reconnaissance and anti-
subnerine work. The day after the lending six flying beats wcre brought
in, (Thesc, he said,” werc moved out zbout 17 Lugust, cuc to the difficultics
of usingz them in the prevailing fogry weather and tho swell in KISK.. HARBOR).
ibout 10 July the spotting nlanes were augnented by float fishters. Near
the cnd of June scme ~f the fleat nlancs , Which were under rovair in |
SALMON LAGOON, were Aanaged.by bombs. Ho hearl (but eautinne :d that it was
scc~ni-hand inforrmaticn) that the destrcyer O0BORO, on 2bout 20 Junc, was
damged sufficiently by o near niss to be sent back te the Emnire 25 s
. renairs. There was much interforence with work, but no great damage by
U.8, air ralis until about mmd-Sowtcmbor when the air attacks bcc;me very
SCYVCIC , '

The installations werc subjccted to a U.S. surface ship bembardment
on 8 Ausust 1942, The day was foegy. Twe spotting planes, prcebably
cruiser-borne, a-peared. Onc was shob down by . a float fighter and the other
“hid in the foz. At about 1300, 15 rinutes after the S“Ottlﬂg nlancs apnpcarcd,
en, intense bombardment bemen. It was imnossible to be sure in the fog, but
the U.S. forcc was th-ught to eonsist. ~f ten shirs, including Ci's, CL's, and
DD's., Shells came like rain for thirty minutes. Only twe Jadonesc were
killed, because the nerscnncl had teken to the bonb shelters. The north
cnd of the barracks crca wes destreyed, although most of the shells directed
at the lMain Camp fell bey-ond it. At the cnd of about thirty rinutes tho
U.S. f-ree vithdrew to the south, The Janancse batteries did not fire »ne
round beeause they had no flro crntrol radar onl the fog was tro thick for
visual co ntrol ~ |

._uftor ﬂld-Sbntenbur U.,S. bombing occurre4 tw1ce daily and thec darage
 was severe. The Jepanese radar nicked un the attackers irmperfectly, owing
to the U.S. toctic of low-level approach. The results of thbSG rails, as
he saw them, wercs - |

(1) Shi-s had tn leave harbor, alth~uzh none, he said, were
sunk there. (n.be: :scc later list of ship losses).

(2) Great demase to all buildlings ashore,
(3) Radar Aamaccd, but quickly rejaired.,

(4) Many wounded, but few killed. (In the first big raid of
15 Sentember ten were killed end meny rore wounded) .

(5) 411 planes Adamosgcd.

(6) Meterial Aamage by fire. great.




snfter the big g.d of 15 Sentember all of CaptaQMUKﬂI's personncl
devoted themselves tn anti-airecraft Arill, digeging in ond repairing damage,

On 1 July Captain S.TO, Teoshimi, assumed command of the garrison which
wis then designated the Flfth.G rriscn Foree., JAbout the end of September,
1942, Rear Admiral LKIYLMA came in. with about 200 communication personnel
and the nanc of the zarriscn was changed to the 51st Base Force.

In Sentenber, on orders from Imperial General Headquarters, the infantry
battalion and eomhany of enginecers which had ocecunied ATTU came tc KISKA -
a total of ebout 1200 men under lMajor HOZUMI. . These troops landed at and
dcveloped the GERTRUDE COVE area. .t the same time, and on similar ordcrs,
the YuMnSuKI Reginment landed on &ITU and became the occupying forec there,
Late in Nevember the Army troops were put under the eorimand of Brigcdier -
General MINEKI, whe brousht with him to KISKA two cempanics ~f enti-cireraft
artillery and a very'snall battalion of infantry. . road had beca built
throuzh the nruntains, the Arny working on the GERTRUDE COVE cnd and the
Navy on thc KISKA end, Thc small battalion of infantry which General MINEKI
broutht with him tock ur a positicn on the west sile of the island between
KISKA HARBOL and KISKA VOLCANO, One anti-aircraft cormany set un nositions
at GERTRUDE COVE, and one in the arca west of KISK. HARBOR. -

~ Winter, soring anl early summer werc spent in improving defense, anti-
aireraft Adrill, and recpairing bomb damapge., Food and ammuniticn ran shert.
The last surface trans—ort rcached KISKA in about February, 1943. Suply
by submarinc was attempted, but was not adequate., The only supplics run
in from ATTU were small quantities of anti-acireraft ammunition, this by
subnarine; no other craft cttenpted this hazardous run.

During the winter the garriscn started building an air strip, ncostly
by hand, There was nuch blasting to be done, and this was occasi~nally
assistel by American brmbs. The strin was orizinally planned to be 1000
meters longz, but this had to be reduced to 800 nicters, The air strip
was intended for the use of land based fighters,

The Evacuation of KI§KQ

Beginning carly in lMay some personncl werc rcnoveﬂ from KISKA., JAbout
forty men, nostly hoswital cases, were teken ~ff in cach submarine. Duc
to U.,S. bombing it tork 2hout threec days to load cach submarinc. Possibly

a total ~f about 700 men wero taken off this way. This operation was
flnqlly stonned due to the lensthy -rocess. |

Total evacuation was eventually aceormnlished in one surface ship ;
oneration, On 28 July 1943, two cruisers, the KISO an?l ABUKUMA, and eight
'lestroyers entered -the harbor in the fog., The sighting ~f LITTLE KISKA
HELD, ﬁhich was mistaken f-r 2n american ship in the fog, caused the launching
of two terpedecs by one of the destroyers. Onc torpede struck the Head
while the other missed and ran on into the Harbor where it struck the cliff
east of the Submarine Base., Both tormedr~es detonated, which led the garriseon
to helicve thot they werc heing bembed, One hrur elassed hetween the entry

and the dencrture of the evacuction force., All mersonnel of both Army and
Novy were weiting on the twa beaches in KISKA HALIBO. 0\l11l lancing boats
which renained with the garrison, ~lus theose which the destroyers brousght,
were used to bring persnnnel out to the ships. inoroxinately 3100 Navy

and 3000 Army were cvacuatel, using eightecen londing beats. Commander
MUKAL was the last to lecave thu becech and boarded the closest ¢ cstrayor -
Commander YOSHID:.'s shin, thc namc of which hc c¢~uld not remember. When
thu lanﬂinb bocats hod cﬁPWlCtOd thcir sorvice tbcy Tere sunk Tincd oxnlﬁ-

the ovucuetlﬁn. The uns were 1WNﬁblllzod 3Y'thu roloval and ostructlmn
nf imortant Harts,
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ihC LVPCU”tl“n f*rco ”ont to» SHII'USHU-P.LLIUSHIRU, erriving 1 Lurust

1943,

Ccrmnenler | WUKLI lonted with the entire H: ey krty >t KLTUORL,, while

tho "rry tr~cns lanled ot the well-7cveloncedl harbsr anl airficld ot
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wiae  with chout 2400 Navy -ors~nnel Conncnler FUKAI worked cn

bullilng an ulrstrl: an? sun cemulacements, SLIIUSHU wes attacked -n

about
A A 0 ]
Thuqe

-

14 Aupust 1943 by six B-24's which bombed from very h1 *h eltitulc

track from northeast t» secuthwest, Their bombs coused no Acmesed

werec followed by B=25's, coming from north to south, These scvercly

damaged ~nc trensmort and burned 500 “rums ~f heavy cil cn SEILUSHU, One
B-25 was shot down by shin's cnti-cireraft fire., No more B-25's come for

a lonr
tm

~ time, bDut B=24's continued. ‘linter came, Scme casualtics cceurrcd

versonnel building the air strin. B-=34's (PV's) came sporadicelly on

nuisance rai’s, but caused very little damase. He left KAT.AOKA the end

of Fol

bruary, 1944, nnd went to MUSASHI on the south enl of PAILLUSHINO,

He rcturned to S.ASEBO in Aoril of 1945.

Janzonese Losgcs nt KISKA

Cemrander ITUKLI could remember the following lesses in shins ot KISK.i:
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KiNO LU - toroedeced hy submarine ~utside and beached just
¢25t of Submarine Base, 12 July 194°2.
ROJIVA 1LLU = damazed Ly bhombs in twe Aifferent attacks, 25
JNEt and 3 dSovtember, 1942, and Deached near
ThOUT LiGOON in the Harbhor.
L Larnmy Trensort - 3&majed by bombinz in Dccombcr, 1942, and
beachel just east of the !aln Comm,
2 SC's - were tﬁrj@ red by submarine and sunk chout five miles
north of EISEL. E.BOLR cnl »~f July, 1942.
1 DD - sunk by bombinz four miles nertheast ~f IISK“ VOLCAKO,
1l February 1943, by wersistent gttaclks by B-25's ond
B-26's as the DD wns attem~ting to run w- the vest
coast “f KISKA and north arcun? into the Harbor.
1 Army Trons-ort - crashed by a B-26, November, 1942, burncd
and beached at GERTRUDE COVE,

le estimated MNavy shore nersonnel losses to be about 200 killed an?l 600

re wounded. Lrmy losses were unknovm to him, but he estimeted that

they were as many or more than those of the Na

C

onmander LUKLL stated that there were ne nmore U,S, wris-ners--f-war

taken after the originel round-up of weather —ers-nnel, However, he sai?l
the boldy of o man frﬂn o B=24 fell ~n NOLTE HILD during the winter, 1t
wes buried noar the 12en H. tuns there, One ¢-40 was shot “ovm, .oril,

1943,

ncar S.LFMON LLGOON, ond the —ilot's body was buried there,




