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To my Worthy and Learned Friend, Dr. Walter Pope, Late ProBour cf 

the Unrueofty of Oxford, 

SIR* I Know not what pleafure you could take in bellowing ycur Comfftands fo 
unprofitably, unlefs it be that for which Nature fometiraes cherifhes 
and allows Monfters, The Love of Variety. This only delight you 

will receive by turning over this rude and unpolifh’d Copy, and compa¬ 
ring it with my excellent Patterns, the Greek and Latin. By this you 
will fee how much a noble Subjed is changed and disfigured by an ill 
Hand, and what reafon Alexander had to forbid his Pidure to be drawn 
but by fome celebrated Pencil. In Greek Thucydides fo well and fo lively 
exprefles it, that I know not which is more a Poem, his defcription, or 
that of Lucretius. Tho’ it mull be Paid, that the Hiftorian had a vaft 
advantage over the Poet; He having been prefent on the place, and af- 
faulted by the difeafe himfelf, had the Horrour familiar to his Eyes, and 
all the fliapes of the mifery ftill remaining on his mind, which irmftneeds 
make a great Imprcffion on his Pen and Fancy, Whereas the Poet was 
forced to allow his foot-fteps, and only work on that matter he allow’d 
him. This I fpeak, becaufe it may in fome meafure too excufe my own 
defeds: For being fo far removed from the place whereon the Difeafead- 
ed his Tragedy ; and time haying denied us many of the Circumftances, 
Cuftoms of the Country, and other fmali things which would be of great 
ufe to any one who did intend to be perfed on the Subjed j befides, on¬ 
ly writing by an Idea of that which I never yet faw, nor care to fed, (be¬ 
ing not cf the humour of the Painter in Sir Philip Sidney, who thruil 
liimfelf into the midit of a Fight, that he might the better delieneate 
it.) Having, I fay, all fhefe Difadvantages, and many more, for which I 
muff only blame my felf, it cannot be exppeded thatl fiiould come near 
equalling him, in whom none of the contrary Advantages were wanting* 
Thus then, Sir, by emboldening me to this rafli Attempt, you have gi¬ 
ven opportunity to the Greek and Latin to triumph over cur Mother- 
Tongue« Yet I would not have the Honour of the Countries or Langua¬ 
ges engaged in the Comparifon, but that the inequality ihould reach no 
farther than the Authors. But I have much reaionto fear the juii In¬ 
dignation of that excellent Perfon, (the prefent Ornament and Honour of 
cur Nation ( whole way of writing I imitate : For he may think himfelf 
as much injured by my following him, as were the Heavens by that bold 
Man’s counterfeiting the facred an unimitable noife of Thunder by the 
found of Brafs and Horfes Hoofs, I (hall only fay for my felf that I took 
Ciceroe's Advice, who bids us in Imitation, propofe the nobleft pattern 
to our Thoughts ; for fowe may befure to beraifed above the common le¬ 
vel, though we come infinitely fliort of what we aim at· Yet I hope 
that renowned Poet will have none of my Crimes any way refled on him¬ 
felf ; for it was not any fault in the excellent Muflcian, that the weak 
Bird, endeavouring by /training its Throat, to follow his Notes, deflroy’d 
her felf in the Attempt. Well, Sir, by this, that I have choien rather to 
txpofe my felf than to be difobedienr, you may guefs with what zeal and 
hazard I itrive to approve my felf. 

SI R, Tour τηοβ humble and Affectionate Servant, THO, SPRAT· _ 
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As it is excellently Tranflated by Mr. Holis* 

T *the °f Summit, the Peloponnefians, and their Coris- 
1 derate with twj thirds of their Forces, a, before invaded Attica, 
under the CnduB «/ Arch,damus, the Son c/Zeuxidamas, King of La- 

ahM°h'emHi a>ter they ^ emam?ed chemftlves, wafted the Conner? 

JLtey,t“iT ^ ”Tl dVr tn A"iCa’ Plague fkft began a- 
tnong the A thenians, fatd alfo to have feized formerly on divert other 

**','!· V "B0Kt Lemnos’ *ndelfeahere; but fo great a Plague, and Mor¬ 
tality of Men was never remew bred to have hapned in anyplace before. 

rice ft'h Tl Te JheJhyf,cians M* “> cure it, through igno- Z”a£ IfTl T dledf*M ‘hemfelves, a, being the Men that 
oft approached the Sick) nor any other Art of Man availed what fever. 

Ml SuppUeattns to the Gods and enquiries of Oracles, tend what fever 

rubLeditutl· "‘t °fth klftd proved all unprofitable ; infoihuch as 
it 1 t fsrj^nefi of the evil, they gave them Mover. It be- 

&ZtbrW/Vp' mthf{3H °f^"°mthat liethupon &mt. 
”fd,u Ze fiU dtwu into JKgypt and Africfc, and into the greateft part 

ίΖίίΓα tfr'H hi™ied Athens a fudden, and 

Zfftl T* H‘ , dml‘ iH P-Vraus> infmtlch « chey retorted, 
that the Peluponnefians had caft Poifin into their Wells ; for Sprints 
there were not any in that plate. But afterwards it came no into til high 
c,ty. and then they deed a great deal fafter. Now let every Man, Phyd- 

cian or other concerning the ground of this Sicknefs, whence it fprung, 
and what caufes he thinks able to produce fo great an alter Mon, freak aC 
cording to his own knowledge ; for my own part, I will deliver but the 
•manner of it and lay open only fuch things,, as one may take his Mark by, 
to difcover the fame if it come again, hav%g been both lick of it my ulf 

«ndfeen others frk of the fame. This Year by confejjlon of all Men was 

r ft V*r' f°r °ther Dtfeafa and healthful If any Wan were 
Jick before, his Difeafe turned to this · if not, yet fuddenly, without any 
apparent caufe preceding, and being in perfect- health. they were taken 
prjt with an extream ache in their Heads, rednefs and inilamatiOn of 
the Eyes- and then inwardly their Throats and Tongues erew pre- 
Jenny Moody, and their breath noifotn and unfavoury. Upon this followed 

ajneezmg and hoarjenefst and not long after, the pain, together With a 
mighty Cougso came down into the Bred/t And when once it was let led 
tn the Stomach, it caufed Vomiti and with great Torment came up alt 



; ( 4 ) , ; 
Wanner of bilious purgation that the Pbyfic'taiis ever named. Μοβ of 
them had aijo the Hickyexe, which brought with it, a firong Convulfon, 
and In fome ceafed quickly, but in others was long before it gave over. 
Their Bodies outwardly to the touch, were neither very loot nor pale, but 
reddi fix, livid, and b(flavored with little Pimples and Whelks; but fi 
burned inwardly, as not to endure any the lightefi cloaths or linen gar* 
went to be idpon them, ?ior any thing but meer nakednefs, but rather mofi 
willingly to havecaft them [elves into the cold Water. And many of them 
that were not looked to, poffeffedwith infatiate thirf, ran unto the Wells j 
and to drink much or little,, vsas indifferent, being fill from eafe and pow¬ 
er to feep as far as ever. As longas the Difeafe was at the height, their 
Bodies wafied not, but refified the Torment beyond all cxpeBation, info- 
much as the mofl of them either died of their i?iward burning in nine or 
[even days, whilfl, they had yet firength ; or if they efcaped that then the 
Difeafe falling down into their Bellies, and caufing there great exulcera- 
tions and immoderate loofenefs, they dyed many of them afterwards thro1 
Weaknefs: For the Difeafe (which took firfl the Head) began above, and 
c-tme down, and pa fed through the whole Body', and he that overcame 
the worfl of it,was yet marked with the lofs of his extream parts for break·, 
ing out both at their privy Members, and at their Fingers and Toes, ma- 
many with the lojs of thefe efcaped. There were alfo feme that lof their 
Eyes, and many that prefently upon their recovery were taken with fitch 
an oblivion of all things what foever, as they neither knew themfelves nor 

their Acquaintance. For this was a kind of Sicknefs which far fur- 
mauntyd nil Expreffon of Words, and both exceeded Humane Nature in 
the cruelty wherewith it handled each one, and appeared alfo otherwife to 
be none of thofe Di[cafes that are bredamongfl us, and that ejpecially by 
this: For all, both Birds and Beafls, that ufe to feed on Humane Flefh, 
though many Men lay abroad Unburied, either came not at them, or tafie- 
ing Pe rified. An Argument whereof as touching the Birds, is the mani* 
fefi defefi of fluth Fowl, which were not then fen, neither about the Car- 

■cafes, or any where elje·, but by the Dogs, becaufe they are familiar with 
Men, this Effeci was fan much clearer. , So that this Difeafe ( to pafs 
ever many frange Particulars of the Accidents that fome had differently 
from others ) was in general fuck as I have fiewn,·, and [or other ufual 
Sicknefes at that time, no Man. was troubled with any. Now they dyed 
fome for want of Attendance, 8ndfome again with ail the Care andPhy* 
flick that could be u[ed. Nor was there any, to fay, certain Medicine, that 
applied, mult have helped them ; for if it did good to one, it did harm 
to another · nor any difference of Body for flrength or weaknefs that was 
able to refit it; but it carried all away what Phyfck foever was admini- 
fired. But the greateil mifery of all was the dejeffion of Mind in fuck as· 
found ■ themfelves beginning to be fick (for they grew prefently differ ate, 
and gave themfelves over without any ref fiance,) as alfo their dying 
thus like Sheep, infeffed by mutual visitation; For if Men forbore to vifit 

them for fear, then they died forlorn, whereby many Families became erri* 

m 
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pty, firmant ofSuch asjhould take can of them. If they forbtn Hit thm 
they died themfelves, and principally the honedcil Men: tot ou. °b 

they would not [pare thsmfelv.es, ■ hut went m unto their >rums, efpe / 
after it was cole ttL thatpaf, that even their DomeBuh weaned with 
the Lamentations of them that dud, and overcome waa * j- g- ea n j ? 
the Calamity, were no longer moved therewith· But t o^t.- we 

covered, had much Companion hath on them thae dyei, an- on t sen . 

layfick, as having both known the Mifery thmfihes., Λη*η9"1"?£\ 
fhU to the like danger : For this\Difeafe never took any Man 

time fo as to be mortal. Jfni thefe Men were both by others^ "«« f **?' 
py, and they alp themfehes, through exetfs of prefent. joy, cone nj 

of light hope never to die of any other Sicknejs here a) te>. 
fent Affliction, the reception of the Country People, ana oft oef 
into, the City, opprefed both them, and much more the People .hemfiljes 
that Jo came in. For having no tioufes, but dwelling at that time of 

year in fiifling Booths, the Mortality was now without a orm , ? y 
ing Men lay tumbling one upon another sn the Streets, an l »n V ^ , 
about every Conduit through defire of Water. The Temp.es a β , 
they dwelt in Tents were all full of the dead that died wit inn an , , 
opprejfed with the violence of the Calamity and not nowing w ■ > 
Men grew car die Jr, both of Holfy and Prophane things ad e. +<iAr.e 
which they formerly ufed touching Funerals, were all now >o °en, e~ y 

one burying where he could find room. And many j or want oj td.iyS nJce- 
after /0 many deaths before, were forced to become itnpu-den* in t -ri 
of their Friends •Forwhen one had made a Funeral Pile,anot ee> ^c^tng * . 
him,would throw on his dead and give it fire. And when one was in urn Sj 
another would come and having cafi thereon him wmm >oe car, te , g 
way again· And the great licentioufneji, which alfo in ot o.r .n. 
vjed in the-City, began at firfi from this Difeafe. For thru w -co a 
before would diffmhle, and not acknowledge to be done j or vM^mbr* 
he ditr.fi now do freely, feeing before his eyes (itch quick revocation, o, ■ 
Rich dying, and Men worth nothing inheriting their Epatss , ιηο. i 
they juflified afpeedy fruition of their Goods,even for their pLea\are,as ^ ·η 
that thought they held their Lives but by the day· Asf> pains, nem 
was for way d in any action of Honour, to take any, becaufe t,o.y *00 f 
uncertain whether they jhoulddie or not before they atchisve it. -t 
any man knew to be delightful, and to.be* profit able to p e afire, Jfj 
made both profitable and honourable. Neither the fear oj t,oe o , 
Laws of men, awed any man. Not bfif former, becaufe t oeyconc^ . 

was alike to worfhip or not worfbip, from feeing that ai *e »- 

ed : Nor the latte/, becaufe no man expeBed that. tbere^ 
receivedpunifiment of his Crimes by Judgmen.■· Eu r n *. 
was now over their heads feme far greater 'judgment iecree fifi^ 

before which fell, they thought to enjoy feme littlega) t of t lu 

st· T4 



the 'Plague of ATHENS. 
. I. UNhappy Man l by Nature made to fways 

And yet is every Creatures prey, 
Deftroy’d by thofe that ihould his power obey. 
Of tile whole World we call Mankind the Lords, 

Flattering our felves with mighty Words j 
Of all things we the Monarchs are3 

And fo we rule3 and fo we dominner; 
All Creatures elfe about us ftand 
Like fome Vr^etorian Band, 
To guard, to help, and to defend; 
Yet they ibmetimes prove Enemies^ 
Sometimes againft us rife ; 

Our very Guards rebel, and tyrannize. 
Thoufand Difeaies fent by Fate, 

( Unhappy Servants!) on us wait; 
A thoufand Treacheries within 
Are laid weak Life to win, 
Huge Troops of Maladies without, 

( A grim, a meagre, and a dreadful rout: ) 
Some formal Sieges make, 

And with fure ilownefs do our Bodies take, 
Some with quick violence {form the Town, 

And all in a moment down : v . 
Some one peculiar Fort aflait. 

Some by general Attempts prevail. 
Small Herbs3 alas, can only us relieve. 
And fmall is the AiMance they can give, 
How can the fading Off-spring of the Field 

Sure health and fucccu? yield ? 
What ftrong and certain remedy ? 

Wbar firm and 1 ailing Life can ours be ? 
VWn that which makes us live doth Winter die 



II. 
Nor is this all, we do not only breed 

Within our (elves the fatal Seed 
Of change and of decreafe in ev’ry part, 

Head, Belly, Stomach, and root of Life the Heart, 
Not only have our Autumn when we mull 

Of our own Nature turn to Dull, 
When Leaves and Fruit muft fall·. 

But are expos’d to mighty Tempefts too. 
Which do at once what they would ilo tvly do, 

Which throw down Fruit and Tree of Life withah 
From ruin we in vain 

Our Bodies by repair maintain, 
Bodies compos’d of Stuff, 
Mouldring and frail enough * 

Yet from without as Ifiell we fear 
A dangerous ana deftru&ive War. 

From Heaven from Earth, from Sea, from Air. 
We like the Roman Empire fhould decay, 

And our own Force would melt away 
By the inteffine Jar 

Of Elephants, which on each other prey, 
The Cafars and the Fompeys which within we bear 

Yet are ( like that) in danger too ; 
Of foreign Armies, and external Foe3 - J 
Sometimes the Gothiijh· and tne barbarous rage 
Of Plague or Peftilence attends Man’s Age 

Which neither Forcr nor Arts Affwage 

Which cannot be avoided or withftood. 
But drowns and over-runs with unexpe&ed Floods 

x , lit < 

On Ethiopia, and the Southern Sands·, 
The unfrequented Coafts, and parched Lands, 
Whither the Sun too kind a heat doth (end, 

(The Sun, which the word Neighbour is}and the belt Friend/* 
Hither a mortal influence came, 
A fatal and unhappy Flame, 
Kindled by Heavens angry Beam,. 



hh ; 
With dreadful Frowns, the Heavens fcatteted hera 

Cruel infedlious heats into the Air, 
Now all the ftores oi Poyfon fent, 

Threading at once a general doom, 
Lavifb’d out ail their hate, and meant 

In future. Ages to beinnocenr, 
Not todifturb the World for many years to come. 

Hold 1 Heavens hold I why fhould your (acred Fire^ 
Which doth to all things Life infpire, 
By whofe kind Beams you bring 
Each year on every thing, 
A new and glorious Spring, 
Which doth th3 Original Seed 

Of all things in the Womb of Earth that breed. 
With vital heat and quick’ning feed j 

Why fhould you now that here er^loy. 
The Earth, the Air, the Fields, the Cities to annoy ? 
That which it before reviv'd, why fhould it now deftroy ? 

IV. 
Thofe Africk Defarts ilrait were double Deiarts grown, 
- , The Rav’nous Beads were left alone, 

The ravenous Bealls then fir ft began 
To pity their old Enemy Man, 

And blam'd the Plague for what they would themfelves have 
.■Nor ftaid the cruel evil there, (done. 

Nor could be long confin'd unto one Air, 
PM'guts prdentjy for fake 

The Wilderness which rhef themfelvesdo make: 
Away the deadly breaths their Journey take. 

Driven by a mighty Wind, 
They a new Booty and freili Forrage find. 

The loaded Wind Went fwiftly on, 
And sr it pall:, was heard to figh and groan. 

On Egypt next it feiz’d, 
Npi* could but by a general-Ruin be appeas’d. 

Egypt in rage back on the South did look 
And wondfed. thence fhould come the unhappy ftroke3 

Tom whence before her fruftfufnefs (he took* 
Egypt did.now curie and revile. 

-Thofe Vi ry Lands from whence (he has her Nik ‘5 
'Ti 

£^.4- gi Pi 
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Egypt now fear’d another Hebrew God, 

Another Angel’s Hand, a fecoud Aaron*s Rod. 
r V/ . ' . 

Then on it goes, and through the facred Land 
Its angry Forces did command ; 
But God did place an Angel there. 
Its violence to withftand5 

And turn into another Road the putrid Air. 
To Tyre it came, and there did all devour. 
Though that by Seas might think it felf fecisre 

Nor ftaid as the great Conquerors did, 
! Till it had fill’d and flopp’d the Tide, 

Which did it from the fliore divide, 
But pad the waters, and did all poffefs, 

And quickly ail was Wilderneis. 
Thence it did Verfia over-run. 
And all that facriiice unto the Sun; 

L In every Limb a dreadful pain they felt, 
Tortur’d wifh fecret Coals did melt, 

The Terfians call’d their Sun in vain, 
Their God increas’d the pain. 

They look’d up to their God no more 
But curfe the beams they worfliipped before, 

And hate the very fire which once they did adore. 
VI. ' ' · 

Glutted with ruine on the EaA, 
She took her wings and down to Athens pad ; 

Juft P-1 ague ! which doft no parties take. 
But Greece, as well as Verfia fack. 

While in unnatural quarrels they 
( Like Frogs and Mice) each other flay y 

Thou in thy ravenous Claws took’ft both away. 
Thither it came and did deflroy the Town, 
Whilil all his^Ships and Soldiers look’d upon y 

And now the Afitan Plague did more 
Than all.the Afian Force cou’d do before. 
Without the Walls the Spartan Army fate2 

The Spartan Army came too late ; 
For now there was no farther work for Fate. Tb, y 

\ 
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f They faw the City open Jaj% 
An eafie and a bootleis prey; 
They faw the Rampires empty ftand^ 
The Fleet, the Walls,the Forts unmann*d 

N® need of cruelty or Slaughters now. 
The Plague had finifh’d what they came to do : 
They might now unrefifted enter there. 

Did they not the very Air, 
More than th® Athenians fear. 

The Air it felf to them was Wall and Bulwarks too, 
ViL 

Unhappy Athens i it is true thou Wert 
The proudefl: work of Nature and of Art: 

Learning and ftregth did thee compofe. 
As Soul and Body us : 

But yet thou only thence art made 
A noble nobler Prey for Fates t’ invade. 

Thofe mighty numbers that within the^breath^ 
po only ferve to make a fatter feaH for Death. 

Death in the mo ft frequented places lives, 
Moft tribute from the Crowd receives % 

And though it bears a figh5 and fee ms to own 
A ruftick Life alone. 
It loves no Wildernefs, 
No fcatterM Villages, 

But mighty populous Palaces, 
The Throng, the Tumult, and the Town ; 
What iirange unheard of Conqueror is this. 

Which by the Forces that refill it doth increafe ! 
When other Conquerors are 
Oblig’d to make a (lower War, 

Nay fometimes for thernfelves may fear. 
And muft proceed with watchful care^ 

When thicker Troops of Enemies appear 
This ftronger and more fuccef ful grows, 

Down (boner all beiore it throws, 
If greater multitudes of Men do it oppofe. 

VIIL 
Tie Tyrant firft the H aven did fubdue^ 

• Lately the Athenians (it knew ) 



Themfelves by wooden Wails did fave, 
And therefore fir ft to them the Infe&ion gave. 

Left they new fuccour thence receive. 
Cruel Vjr^m ! no w thou haft undone. 

The Honour thou before hadft won : 
Not all thy Merchandize. 

Thy Wealth thy Treafuries, 
Which from all Coaftsthy Fleet fupplies. 

Can to attone this Crime fuffice. 
Next o’er the upper Town it fpread. 
With mad and undifeerned fpeed , 
In every corner, every ftreet. 
Without a guide did fet its feet. 

And too familiar every houfe did greet, 
Unhappy Greece of Greece l great Thefem now 

Did thee a mortal injury do, 
When firft in Walls he did thee clofe. 

When firft he did thyCitiiineduce, 
Houfes, and Government, and Laws to ufe. 
It had been better if thy People ftill 

Difperfed in fome Field or Hill, 
Though falvage and undifeiplin’d did dwell. 

Though barbarous untame and rude. 
Than by their Numbers thus to be fubdu’d ; 

To be by their own (warms annoy’d, 
And to be civiliz’d only to be deftroy’d. 

IX. 
Minerva darted when (he heard the noife. 

And dying Mens confufed voice. 
From Heaven in hafteihe came to fee 
What was the mighty prodige 

Upon theCaftle Pinaciesfhe fate, 
And dar’d not nearer flie. 

Nor midft fo many deaths to truft her very Deity. 
With pitying look fhe faw at every gate 

Death and DeftrudKon wait; 
She wrung her hands and call’d on Jove9 
And all the immortal Powers above, 
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But though a Goddcis now did pray 
The Heavens refus’d, and turn’d their Ear away 

She brought her Olive and her Shield ' 
Neither of theiealafs! affi/lance yield. 

She lookt upon Aiedufa’s Face 
Was angry that ihe was 

Her felt of an immortal Race, 

Was angry that her Gorgon's Head 
Could not ftrike her as well as others dead; 

She fate and wept a while, and then away ihe fled. 

Now death began her Sward to whet, 
Not all the Cyclops fwear, 

Nor Vulcan s mighty Anvils could prepare 
Weapons enough for her, 

No Weapon large enough but ail the Airv 
Men felt the heat within 'em rage, 

e And hop'd the Air dldl^flWe, 
Call’d for its help, but th’ Air did them deceive, 

aggravate the ills it ftould relieve. 
The Air no more was Vital now^ 
But did a mortal Poiion grow \ 

The Lungs which os' to fan the Heart,. 
Only now ierv’d to fire each parr, 

Vv hat ihould refreih,increask3 the fin art. 
And now their very breath, 

The chiefeft fign of life, turn’d the caufe of death, 
, XL 

Upon the Head firft the difeafe, 

As a bold Conqueror dothfeize, 
. s Begins;with Man's Metropolis, 

Sqcin d the Capitol5 and then it knew 
It epu’dat pleafure weaker parts fubdue. 

Blood darted through each Eye | 
The rednefs of that Skie, 
Foretold a Temped nigh. 
The Tongue did flow ail o’er 
Μ ΤΤ. _ 4 ; 

With clotted filth and ; 
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As cloth a Lion’s, when forne innocent prey 

He hath devour’d and brought away: 
Hoarfenefs and fores the throat did fill* 

ί And ftopt the Paflagcs of fpeech and- life * 
No room was left for groans or grief; 

Too cruel and imperious ill! 
Which not content to kill, 

With Tyrannous and dreadful fain., 
Doll take from Men the very power to complain*1 

S xu. ' v 
i; Then down it went into the very breail, 
I There all the feats and inops of life poffdVd, 

Such noifom finells from thence did come. 
As if the Stomach were a Tomb, 

No Food would there abide, 

I Or if it did, turn’d to the Enemies fide, 
! The very Meat new Poyfons to the Plague fupply’d; 
[ Next to the Heartthe fires came, 
j The Heart did wonder what ufurpiog flame, 

What unknown furnace ihou’d 
On its more natural heat intrude, - 

Strait call’d its Spirits up but found too well. 
It was too late now to rebel. 
The tainted Blood its coqrfe began, 
And carried death where e’er it ran. 

That which before was Nature s noble fi At t. 
The Circulation from the Heart, 

Was moil deflru&ful now, ^ 
And nature fpeedier did undo. 
For that the iooner did impart 

The Poyfon and the fmart, 
The infe&ious Blood to every diftant paru 

} XIIL 
: The Belly felt atjaft its Share, ^ 
I And all the fubtif&Labyrinthithere 

Of winding Bowels did new Monifets bear. 
Here (even days it rul’d and fiway d, , 

And of rc-ner kill’d becaufe it death fo long delay d. 
But if through ftrengtb and heat of Age, 

The Body overcame its rage. 
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The Plague departed as the Devil doth, 

When driven by Prayers away he goetb. 
If Prayers and Heaven do him controul 
And tf it cannot have the Soul, * 

Himfelf out of the roof or window throws 
And will not all his labour loft. ’ 

But takes away with him part of the Houfe * 
So here the vanquifli’d evil took from them 

Who conquer’d it fame part, fome Limb; 
Some loft the ufe of Hands or Eyes 
Some Arms, fome Legs, fome Thighs, 
oome all their lives before forgot 
Their minds were but one darker’blot * 
Thofe various Pictures in the Head, * 
And all the numerous ihapes were fled * 
And now the ranfack’d memory 
Latiguiflfd in naked poverty, 
Had loft its mighty treafuW*| 

They pais’d the Lethe Lake, althougjhey did not die 
„„ XlV. 
Whatever leffer Maladies Men had. 

They all gave place and vaniihed ; 
, \ hole p my Tyrants fled. 
And at this mighty ConquerorThrunk their head. 

Fevers, Agues, Palfies, Stone, 
Gout3 Chohck and Confumpt/on, 
And all the milder Generation, 

y which Mankind is by degrees undone, 
Qyicldy were rooted out and gone; 
Men faw themfelves freed from the pains 
Rejoyc'dj but all, alas, in vain. 

TOl· i >Twas an uohappy Remedy, 
.Which cur’d ’em that they might both worfe and fooner di< 

ΊΉ r * XV* 

i. hyiicians now could not^prevail, 
rhey the firit fpoils to the proud Vidor fall 

t, r ,j °r.Woujd the Plague their knowledge cruif* 
Bu. fear d their skill, and therefore flew them lfrft; 

So 
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So Tyrants when they would confirm their yoke? 
Firft make the chiefeft Men to feel the (broke 
The chieieft and*the wifefl heads left they 

Should fooneft difohey, 
Should fir ft rebel, and others learn From them the way» 

No aid of herbs or juices power. 
None of Apollo’s art could cure. 

But help’d the Plague the fpeedier to devour 
Phyiick it felf was a diieaie, 

Pbyfick the ^tal Tortures did increafe, 
Prefcriptions did the pains renew, 

And zs£fculapim to the Sick did come, 
As afterwards to %ome, 

In form of Serpent, brought new Poiibns with him tod; 
XVI 

The Streams did wonder that fo foon 
As they were from their native Mountains gone5 

They faw themfelves drunk up, and fear 
Another Xerxe’s Army near. 
Some caft into the Pit the Urn, 
And drink it dry at its return : 
Again they drew', again they drank 

At firft the coolnefs of the ftream did thank, 
But ftrait the more were fcorch’d;the more did burn £ 

And drunk with water in theifdrinkingfank: 
That Urn which now to quench their thirft they ufe? 
Shortly their afhes ftiall inclofe. 
Others into the Chryftal Brook, 
With faint and wondriog eyes did look, 

Saw what a ghaftly fhape themfelves had took, 
Away they would have fled, but them their Legs fbrfoolc 

Some fnated the Waters up. 
Their hands, their mouths the cup ·, 
They drunk, and found they flam’d the more 
And only added to the burning ftore. 
So have I feen on lime cold water thrown, 
Strait all was to a ferment grown, 
And hidden Seeds of Fire together run : 

k 
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The heap was calm and temperate before 
Such as the Finger could indure 5 ’ 
But when the moiftures it provoke, 

Did rage, did fwell, did finolte. 

Did move and flame, and burn, and flrait to aihes broke 
„ _ XVif. 
So ftrong the heat, foftrong the torments were. 

They like fome mighty, burthen bear 
The lighted covering of Air. 

All Sexes and all Ages do invade 

The bounds which Nature laid, 

_ . The Laws of modefty wh,ch Nature made. 
The Virgins blulh not, yet uncloath’d appear, 

Undrefs’d do run about yet never fear. 

The Pain and the Difeafe did now 
Unwillingly reduce men to 

That nakedneis once more:, 

Which perfe& Health and innocence caus’d before. 
No ileep, no peace, no reft, 

Their wandring and affrighted minds poffeis’d · 
Upon their Souls and Eyes, 
Hell and eternal horror lies, 

Unufual Shapes and Images, * 
Dark Pi&ures and Refemblances 

Of things to come, and of the World below, 
O’er their diftemper’d fancies go ; 

Sometimes they curfe, fometimes they pray unto 
The Gods above, the Gods beneath} 

τ Sometimes they cruelties, and fury breath, 
Not ileep, but waking now was fifier unto death 

XVIII. 
Scatter’d in Fields the Bodies lay, 

The Earth call’d to the Fowls to take their flefh away. 
In vain flic call d, they came not nigh 

Nor would their Food with their own Ruine but 
But at full meals they hunger, pine and die. 
The Vultures afar off did fee the Feaft, 
Rejoyc d, and call’d their Friends to tafie. 
They rallied up their Troops in haile $ 

Along came mighty droves, 

- Forfook their young ones, and their groves 
Each one his native Mountain and his Nett i 

They come, but all their Carcafies abhor. 
And bow avoid the dead Men more 

Than weaker Birds did living Men before· 
But if fome bolder Fowls the flefh affays 

They were deftroy’d by their own prey; 
The Dog no longer bark’d at coming 

Repents i» being a domeltick Bea 
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The very Owls at Athens are 
But feldom feen and rare. 
The Owls depart in open day. 

Rather than infeCted Ivy more to flay. 
* XIX. 

Mountains of Bones and CarcaiTes, 
The Streets the Market-place poiTefs, 

Threatning to raife a new Acropolis. 
Here lies a Mother and her Child, 
The Infant fuck’d as yet and fmifd. 
But ftreight by its own food was kill’d* 

There Parents hugg’d their Children laft. 
Here parting Lovers laft embrac’d. 

But yet not parting neither. 
They both expir’d and went away together.. 

Here Prifoners in the Dungeon die. 
And gain a two-fold Liberty, 
They meet and thank their pains 
Which them from double chains 

Of Body and of iron free. 
Here others poyfon’d by the fcent 

Which from corrupted Bodies went, 
Quickly return the death they did receive, 

And death ro others give 5 
Themfelves now dead the Air pollute the more. 

For which they others curs’d before, 
Their Bodies kill all that come near. 

And even after Death they all are Murtherers here, 
XX. 

The Friend doth hear his Friends laft Cries* 
Parteth his grief for him, and dies. 
Lives not enough to clofe his Eyes, 
The Father at his death 

Speaks his Son Heir with an infectious Breath 3 
In the fante Hour the Son doth take 
His Father’s Will, and his own make. 
The Servant need not here be flain. 

To ferve his Mafter in the other World again 5 
They languiihing together lie. 

Their Souls away together fty * 
The Husband gafpeth and his Wife lies by^ 
It mull be her turn next to die. 

The Husband and the Wife 
Too truly now are one, and liye one life, 
That Couple which the Gods d id entertain, 

Had made their Prayer here in vain 5 
No Fates in Death could then divide. 

They mull without their.Privilege together both have dyU 
% * Λ 
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xxr. 
There was no number now of death. 

The Sifters fcarce flood ftill themfelvestobreath ® 
The Sifters now quite wearied 
In cutting Angle Thread, 
Began at once to part whole Lo©msa 

One ftroke did give whole Houfes dooms \ 
Now dy’d the frofty hairs, 
The aged and decripid years. 
They fell and only beggd of Fate, 

Some lew Months more, but ’twas alas too btc, , 
Then Death as if aiham’d of that 
A Conqueft fo degenerate. 
Cut off the young andiuftytoO| 
The young were reckoning o’er 

What happy days, what Joys they had in flora 5 
But Fate e’er they had finifti’d their Account, them Hew 

The wretched Ufurer died, 
And had no timeto tell where he hisTreafureshid 

The Merchant did behold 
His Ships return with Spice and Gold; 

He iaw’t and turn’d alide his head 
Nor thank’d the Gods, but fell amidft his Riches dead0 

xxii. 
The Meetings and Affemblies ceafe, no more 
The People throng about the Orator, 

No courfe of Jufticedid appear. 
No noife of Lawyers fill’d the Ear, - 

The Senate caft away 
The R*obe of Honour, and obey 

Deaths more refiftlefs fway, 
Whilft that with Di&ratorian power 

Doth all the great and leffer Officers devour* 
No Magiftrates did walk about; 

No Purple aw’d the Rout, 
The Commo· People too 
A Purple of their own did (hew, 5. 

And all their Bodies o’er. 
The ruling Colours bore) 

No Judge, no Legiflatours fie 
Since this new Draco came. 
And hariher Laws did frame. 
Laws that like his in Blood are 

The Benches and the pleading-place they 
About the Streets they run and raves 

The madneii which great Sc/a^didof lat^ 
But counterfeit· 
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Up ftarts the Soldier from his bed, 
|He though Deaths Servant is not freed? 

Death him cafhier*d, caufe now his help fJhe did not need. 
He that ne er knew before to yield, 
Or to give back or leave the#Field, 
Would fain now from hirafelf have fled. 
He fnatch’d his Sword now rulled o’er. 
Dreadful andfparkling now no more, 
And thus in open ftreets did roar % I How have I, Death, fo ill delerv’d of thees 

That now thy felf thou fhouldft revenge on me? 
Have i fo many Lives on thee bellow’d ? 
Have I the Earth fo often dy’d in Blood l - 

I Have I to flatter thee fo many ilain l 
i And muft I now thy Prey remain? ILet me at Jeaft, if I mull die, 

Meet in the Field |gme gallant Enemy, 
Send Gods the Perfian Troops again* 

No, they’re a bafeand degenerate train 5 

They by our Women may be ilain. 

Give me great Heavens, fojme manful Foes, 
Let me my Death amidft fome valiant Grecians chuie, 

Let me furvive to die at Syracuje, 
Where my dear Country (hall her Glory lole 

For you, great Gods! into my dying mind iiifufe. 
What Mi feries, what doom 
Mull on my Athens ihortiy corner 

My thoughts infpir’d prefage 
Slaughters and BatttL to the coming Age; 

Oh might tdie upon that glorious Stage: 

Oh that ! but then he grafp’d his Sword, and Death concludes 'his Rage. 
XXIV, 

^ Draw back, draw hick thy Sword, O. Fats ' 
Left thou repent when ’tistoolate. 

Left by thy making now fo great a wafte. 
By fpending all Mankind upon oee feaft. 

Thou ftarve rhy fclf at laft : 

! What Men wilt thou referve in ftpre. 
Whom in the time to come tkoiTmay’ft devours 
When thou ihalt have deftroyed all beiore ? 

But if thou wilt not yet give o’er,, 
If yet thy greedy Stomach calls for m;or?s 
If more remain whom thou muft kill, 

And if thy Jaws are craving ftiJL 
Carry thy fury to the Sythian Qpafts, 

The Northern Wildemefs, and eternal Frofts! 

Ag^inft thole barbarous Crowds thy Arrows wher. 

Where Arts sad Lw ftya.ygeD 
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Where thou may ft kill, and yet the lofs will not be great, 

There Rage, there ipread,and there infeft the Aira 
Murther whole Towns and Families there, 

Thy worft againft thole Savage Nations dare, 
Thofe whom Mankind can fpare, 

Thofe whom Mankind it felf doth fear ; 
Amidft that dreadful Night andfatal Cold, 

There thou mayft walk unfeen and bold. 
There let thy Flames thy Empire hold. 

Unto the fartheft Seas, and Natures ends. 
Where never Summers Sun its beams extends, 

Carry thy Plagues, thy Pains, thy Heats, 

Thy raging Fires, thy torturing Sweats, 
Where never ray^orheat did come, 
They will rejoyce at filch a doom. 
They’ll blefs thy peftilential Fire, 

Though they by it expirej 
They’ll thank the very flames'with which they docbnfame, 

XXV. ' 
Then if chat Banquet will not thee fuffice, 
Seek out new Lands where thou mayft tyrannize $ 

Search every Forreft, every Hill, 
And all that in the hollow Mountains dwell $ 

Thofe wild and untame Troops devour. 
Thereby thou wile the reft of Men fecure, , 
And that the reft of Men will thank thee for, 

Let all thofe Humane Beads be'llain* 
Till fcarcetheir memory remain j 

Thy felf with that Ignoble daughter fill, 
^Twillbe permitted thee that blood tp fpill, 

Meafure the ruder World throughout, 
March all the Ocean ihores about. 

Only pafs by rand (pare the Bntifo Ifle, 
Go on, and ( what Golwmhta once ihall do. 

When days and time unto their ripenefs grow) 
Find put new Lands, and unknown Countries too. 

Attempt rhoie Lands which yet are hid 
From all Mortality beiide: 
There thou mayft fteal a Vi&ory, 
And none of this World hear the cry 
Of thofe that by thy Wounds ihall die $ 
No Greek ihall know thy cruelty. 
And tell it to Pofterity*/ 

Go, and unpeople all thofe mighty Landsa 
Deftroy with unrelenting Hands 5 

Qo, and the Spaniards Swqrd prevents 3 

Qof make the Spaniard innocent $ 
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Go, and rqot out all Mankind there, 

f hat when the Europi an Armies (hall appear. 
Their Sin may be the lefs. 
They may find all a Wildernefs, 

And without blood the gold and fijver there poiTefs. 
XX VL 

Nor is this all which we thee grant $ 
Esther than thou ihouldil full employment want9 

We do permit in Greece thy Kingdom plant» 
Raniack Lycurgus Streets throughout. 

They’ve no defence of Walls to 4eep thee out. 
On wanton and proud Corinth leize. 

Nor let her double waves thy flames appeals 
Let Cyprus feel more fires than thole of Lovej , 
Let Delos which at firft did give the Sun, 

See unknown flames in her begun, 
Now let her wiih fhe might unconftant move. 

And from her place might truly prove: · 
Let Lemnos all thy anger feel. 
And think that a new Vulcan fell, 

And brought with him new Anvils, and new Hell. 
Nay, at Athens too we give thee up, 
All that thou find'# in Field, or Camp, or Shop, 

Make havock there without controul 
Of every ignorant and common Soul. 
But then, kind Plague, thy Conquefts flop 5 
Let Arts, and let the Learned there efcapeA 
Upon Minerva s feif commit no Rape$ 

Touch not the facred throng, 
And let Apoilo\ Priefls be (like him j young» 

Let him be healthful too, and ftrong. 
But ah ! too ravenous Plague, whilil I 
Strive to keep off the mifery. 

The Learned too as fail as others round me die | 
They from Corruption are not free, 

Are mortal though they give an immortality. 
XXViL 

They turn’d their Authors o’er to try 

What help, what Cure, what remedy 
All Nature’s fiore|againfl thisPbgue f-upply. 
And though befid^ they fliun’d it every where. 

They fearch’d it in their Books, and fain would meet ittheife»· 

They turn’d the Records of the ancieac rimes j 
And chiefly thofe that were made famous by their Crimes 5 

To find if Men were puniih’d fo before. 

But found not the difeafe nor cafCo 
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Mature, alas 1 was now furpriz’d, 
And all her Forces feiz’d, 

Before fhe was how to refill advis’d : 
So when the Elephants did firfl affright 

The Romans with unufual fight. 
They many Battels loie. 
Before they knew their Foes, 

Before they underftood fuch dreadful Troops t*oppoie* 
XXVIII. 

Now evVy different Sedl agrees 
Agaiaft their common adverfary the difeafe. 

And all their little wranglings ceafc j 
The Pythagoreans from their Precepts fwerve. 

No more their filence they obferve. 
Out of their Schools they run, 
Lamelnr, and cry, and groan $ 

They now defir’d their Metempfychofis 5 
Not only to difpute, but wifli 

That they might turn to beafts, or Fowls, orFilho 

If the Platomcks had been here. 
They would have curs’d their Mailers year, 
Wfien all things fhall be as they were, 

When they again the fame Difeafe ihould bears 
And all the Philofophers would now. 
What the great Stagy rite ihallde, 

Themfelves into the waters headlong throw* 
£XIX. 

The Stoick felt the deadly ilroke. 
At firftaflault their Courage was not broke, 

They call’d to all the Cobweb aid. 
Of Rules and Precepts which in fiore they had 5 

They bid their Hearts fland out. 
Bid them be calm and fiout, 

But all the firength of Precepts will not do't. 
They cann’t the ftorms of Paffions now afiuage. 
As common Men are angry, grieve and rage. 

The Gods are call’d upon in vain, ( 
The Gods gave no releafe unto their pain, 
The Gods to fear even for themfelves began. 
For now the fiefc unto the Temples came. 

And brought more than an holy flame, 
There at the Altars made their Prayer, 
They facrific’d and died there, 
A Sacrifice not feen before 3 
That Heaven, only us’d unto the gore 
Of Lambs or Bulls ihould now 

Loaded with Prieils fee its own Altar? too, 5CXX» 
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The Woods gave fun ral Tiles no mor&> 
The Dead the very fire devour, - 

And that almighty Conqueror over power* 
The noble and the common dufi: 

Into each others Graves are tfiruil. 
No place is facred, and no Tomb, 
*Tis now a privilege to confume s 

Their Aihes no diiiin&ion Mid | 
Too truly all by Death are equal made . 

'The Ghofts of thofe great, Heroes that had fled 
From Athens long fince baniflied. 
Now o’er the City hovered; 

Their Anger yielded to their Love, 
They left th’ immortal Joys above, 

• So much their Athens dangerdid them move, ^ 
They came to pity and to aid. 

But noW) alas! were quite difmay’d* 
When they beheld the Marbles open lay’d, 
And poor Mens Bones the noble Urns invade j 

Back to the blefled feats they went. 
And now did thank their Baniihment, 

By which they were to die in foreign Countries lento 

XXXI. 
But what great Gods was worft of *11, 

Hell forth its Maguzines of Lulls did call. 
Nor would it be content 

With the thick Troops of Souls were thither fent 3 
Into the upper World it went. 
Such guilt, luch wickednefs, 
Such irreiigion did inereale, 

,i That the few good which did furvive, 
Were angry with the Plague for fuffering them to live 3 

More for the living than the dead did grieve. 
Some robb’d the yery dead, 

Though fure to be infeded e'er they fled, 
Though in the very Air fure to be puniflied. 

Some nor the Shrines nor the Temples fpar’d^ 
Nor Gods nor Heavens feared^ V ; 1 

Though fuch Example of their Power appear’d, 
Vertue was now efteem’d an empty name. 

And honofiy the foolifh voice of Fame 5 

For haying pall thofe torching flameshefore, 
They thought the punifhment already o’er. 

Thought Heaven no worfe torments had in ilore * 
Here having fdc one Hell, they thought there was no more 
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