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What is Wikimedia Commons?

Wikimedia Commons is a media file repository making available public domain and freely-licensed educational media content (images, 
sound and video clips) to everyone, in their own language. It acts as a common repository for the various projects of the Wikimedia 
Foundation, but you do not need to belong to one of those projects to use media hosted there. The repository is created and maintained 
not by paid archivists, but by volunteers.

Launched on 7 September 2004, Wikimedia Commons hit the 1,000,000 uploaded media file milestone on 30 November 2006 and, as of 
3 January 2014, contains 19,818,368 files and 113,868 media collections. Wikimedia Commons uses the same wiki-technology as 
Wikipedia and everyone can edit it. Unlike media files uploaded to other projects, files uploaded to Wikimedia Commons can be 
embedded on pages of all Wikimedia projects without the need to separately upload them there.

Unlike traditional media repositories, Wikimedia Commons is free. Everyone is allowed to copy, use and modify any files here freely as 
long as they follow the terms specified by the author; this often means crediting the source and author(s) appropriately and releasing 
copies or improvements under the same freedom to others. The license conditions of each individual media file can be found on their 
description page. The Wikimedia Commons database itself and the texts in it are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution/
Share-Alike License.

What is a featured picture?

Featured pictures are images that the community has chosen to be highlighted as some of the finest on Commons. There are, as of 3
January 2014, 5,769 of such images in the Commons repository, which is roughly 0.029% of the available images (19,818,368). 
Images may be considered for featured status by being listed at the Featured picture candidates page, where the community will reach a 
consensus. 

The annual Picture of the Year competition is an event where the images that became Featured Pictures during the last year are voted on 
by members from all Wikimedia projects, to produce a single Picture of the Year.  Wiki Loves Monuments (WLM) is a public photo 
competition around cultural heritage monuments, organized by Wikimedia chapters and groups.  This calendar contains a selection of 
the winners and finalists from these two competitions.

Who made this calendar?

This calendar was compiled and laid out by User:Antony–22 using media available at Wikimedia Commons under various free content 
licenses. Each photograph is individually available under the specified licenses by accessing http://commons.wikimedia.org/ and typing 
the specified filename (including the “File:” prefix) into the search box. This calendar may be downloaded in its entirety at “File:Best of 
Commons 2014.pdf”.  This calendar is not an official publication of, and has not been endorsed by, the Wikimedia Foundation.

Copyright and licensing

Wikimedia Commons only accepts free content, that is, images and other media files that can be used 
by anyone, anytime, for any purpose. The use may be restricted by issues not related to copyright, 
though, such as trademarks and personality rights, and the license may demand some special 
measures. Wikimedia Commons tries to ensure that any such restrictions are mentioned on the image 
description page; however, it is the responsibility of reusers to ensure that the use of the media is 
according to the license and violates no applicable law.

Wikimedia Commons only accepts media that are explicitly freely licensed, or that are in the public 
domain in at least the United States and in the source country of the work. Wikimedia Commons does 
not accept fair use justifications. Media licensed under non-commercial only licenses are also not 
accepted. The license that applies to an image or media file is indicated clearly on the file description 
page using a copyright tag.

Most of the content of this calendar is licensed under at least one of the following free licenses:

Creative Commons licenses
In the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike license (CC-BY-SA), re-users are free to make derivative works and copy, distribute, 
display, and perform the work, even commercially.  When re-using the work or distributing it, you must attribute the work to the author(s) 
and you must mention the license terms or a link to them. You must make your version available under CC-BY-SA.
More information: http://www.creativecommons.org/

GNU Free Documentation License (GFDL)
Re-users are free to make derivative works and copy, distribute, display, and perform the work, even commercially. To comply, 
(a) release your version under the GFDL, (b) credit all the authors or content creators, and (c) include a complete copy of the GFDL. In 
the case of derivative works you must also include the complete history section.
More information: http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html

Free Art License (FAL)
The Free Art License, a free license published by Copyleft Attitude, can be applied to digital as well as to non-digital art. With this Free 
Art License, you are authorised to copy, distribute and freely transform the work of art while respecting the rights of the originator. The 
FAL is recommended by the Free Software Foundation: "We don't take the position that artistic or entertainment works must be free, but 
if you want to make one free, we recommend the Free Art License."
More information: http://artlibre.org/licence/lal/en

Sources: Commons:Welcome, Commons:Featured pictures, Commons:Picture of the Year/2011/Introduction, 
Commons:Wiki Loves Monuments 2013, Commons:Licensing, Commons:Reusing content outside Wikimedia/licenses, and 
Commons:Copyright tags#Copyleft Attitude License
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A yak near Yamdrok Lake, Tibet. It is a long-haired bovinae found throughout the 
Himalayan region. Due to limited arable land, the primary occupation of the 
Tibetan Plateau is raising livestock, such as sheep, cattle, goats, camels, yaks, 
dzo, and horses.

Dennis Jarvis (User:Archer10)
Fifth place, 2012

CC BY-SA 3.0

File:Bos grunniens at Yundrok Yumtso Lake.jpg
at Wikimedia Commons
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Crepuscular rays at Stow Lake in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. In the 
middle left of the image one could also see a different set of the rays coming 
upward from the lake. The light source for these rays is the Sun's reflection.

Mila Zinkova (User:Mbz1)
Fourth place, 2008

CC BY-SA 3.0 and GFDL 1.2+

File:Crepuscular rays in ggp 2.jpg
at Wikimedia Commons
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A homeless man in Paris Eric Pouhier (User:Eric Pouhier)
Second place, 2006

CC-BY-SA 2.5

File:HomelessParis 7032101.jpg
at Wikimedia Commons
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A SNCF TGV Duplex trainset is crossing the Cize–Bolozon viaduct over the Ain 
river. The viaduct is part of the Haut-Bugey line, which was reopened in 
December 2010 for high-speed services between Geneva and Paris.

David Gubler (User:Kabelleger)
Fifth place, 2011

CC-BY-SA 3.0 and GFDL 1.2+

File:SNCF TGV Duplex Viaduc de Cize - Bolozon.jpg
at Wikimedia Commons
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The tomb of Safdarjung in New Delhi, India Pranav Singh (User:Pranav7)
First place, WLM 2012

CC BY-SA 3.0

File:Tomb of Safdarjung, New Delhi.jpg
at Wikimedia Commons
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A pair of European Bee-eaters in Ariège, France. The female (in front) awaits 
the offering that the male will make.

Pierre Dalous (User:Kookaburra 81)
First place, 2012

CC-BY-SA 3.0

File:Pair of Merops apiaster feeding.jpg
at Wikimedia Commons
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On August 31, 2012 a long filament of solar material that 
had been hovering in the sun's corona erupted out into 
space. The coronal mass ejection traveled at over 900 miles 
per second, and caused aurora to appear on the Earth. 
This is a blended version of the 304 and 171 Å wavelengths.

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Second place, 2012

Public domain (U.S. government work)

File:Magnificent CME Erupts on the Sun - August 31.jpg
at Wikimedia Commons
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The moon occluded by clouds over San Diego, California User:Rufustelestrat
Fifth place, 2006

CC BY-SA 3.0 and GFDL 1.2+

File:Moon Monster2.jpg
at Wikimedia Commons
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High-speed photography of a light bulb shot with an airsoft pistol. Because of the 
low energy of the projectile, the bulb burst and only a few fragments were swept 
away. This gives the impression that the bulb is exploding. The scenery was 
"frozen" with flash lamps which had flash durations of 1/6000–1/8000 of a second. 
The threaded base on the bulb was added later by digital photo editing.

Stefan Krause (User:Ritchyblack)
Third place, 2012
Free Art License

File:Glühlampe explodiert.jpg
at Wikimedia Commons

September
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

31 1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

August
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
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The Church of Saint Alexandr Nevsky (“Capella”) in the Alexandria Park, 
Peterhof

Коряков К.М. (User:KoMiKor)
Sixth place, WLM 2011

CC BY-SA 3.0

File:Готическая капелла, парк Александрия, Петергоф.jpg
at Wikimedia Commons
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Steam locomotives of the Chicago & North 
Western Railway in the roundhouse at the 
Chicago, Illinois rail yards in December 1942

U.S. Farm Security Administration, Office of War Information Collection
Third place, 2008

Public domain (U.S. government work)

File:Locomotives-Roundhouse2.jpg
at Wikimedia Commons
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A young Southern Elephant Seal (Mirounga leonina) on South Georgia 
Island 

Serge Ouachée (User:Butterfly austral)
Fourth place, 2010

CC BY-SA 3.0 and GFDL 1.2+

File:Mirounga leonina.jpg
at Wikimedia Commons
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