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TO THE READER.

As a publisher, I feel great satisfaction in placing these volumes,
which complete the great work of Professor Heeren on the Politics,
Tiade, and Intercourse of the principal states of antiquity, in the
hands of the English reader. I tiust I shall at least deserve his
thanks for opening to him a new and interesting source of instruction
and pleasure ; and that he will bestow the same indulgence upon
the tianslation of this portion of the work, which he has shown
to the volumes on the nations of Africa.

I am emboldened to claim this indulgence with somewhat more
confidence in the present instance, as I have not personally so
much to dread from censwe. Of the two volumes just referred
to, it is now very generally known that I am the translator, and
I cannot but feel grateful for the gentleness with which their de-
fects have been passed over. As the greater part of the present
portion of the work has been done by two gentlemen in everyrespect
much better qualified for the task, the same degree of forbearance,
I trust, will not be required ; praise could scarcely be more liber-
ally bestowed. My own sense of the imperfection of the perform-
ance, naturally induces me to asciibe this to the value of the
original work ; still there is some satisfaction in having given
such a version as should cause that to be readily appreciated, and
with that I am content.

Of the volumes now presented to the public, part of the first,
containing the Persians, has been translated by a gentleman
eminently qualified for the undertaking, and who has spared no
pains to give the sense of the German with accuracy. He has
besides referred to almost all the original authorities, and from
his attainments in classical literature, I feel no doubt that the
reader will find much of the spirit of Heeren’s original work pre-
served in the English version. The same may be said of the
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gentleman into whose hands the remainder of the work, contain-
ing the Babylonians, the Scythians, the Indians, and Appendixes,
has fallen. But,in addition to his othe: attainments, an intimacy
with the languages and learning of the East have peculiarly qua-
lified him to do justice to this portion of the work, as will be ap-
parent from the notes with which he has enriched it. For the
portion of the work devoted to the Pheenicians, and the first
chapter of the Babylonians, I have to solicit for myself the in-
dulgence of the reader. I feel it proper to mention this, lest
others should be censured for what I may have done amiss.

In this portion of his work Piofessor Heeren has thrgwn con-
siderable light upon the commercial relations of the ancient Jews,
as well as upon the writings of the prophets in geneial. Many
of his views being based upon the conjectures and laborious re-
searches of the learned Michaelis and Gesenius, two men who
have attained the highest 1ank as hiblical critics, it has been ne-
cessary to follow their translation and interpretations, which in
many places differ fiom the generally 1eceived versions both of
Germany and England.  As, however, the Divine authority of the
inspired writers is left wholly unimpaired, and no point of doc-
trine is at all involved in these investigations, they have been
given as found in the Geiman; and must be considered, in their
true character, as illustrations of those highly interesting parts of
sacred history which have reference to the life and manners of the
early Asiatic nations.*

With regaid to the present translation it 1emains to be added,
that it has been made from the last and best edition of the o1i-
ginal German, and fiom a copy supplied for that purpose by the
author himself, who has likewise favoured the publisher with
the following papers, never before published, expressly for this
edition.

1. A paper on the Navigation of the Pheenicians and Cartha-
ginians to Britain, and their Settlements on the Coast, forming
Appendix VIII.

* It scems tome, from a casual glance at the mterpretations and commentaries
of Michachs and Gesenius, that by a judiaous selection from them, a highly interest-
g volume might be formed, full of mstruction and novelty for the Englsh biblical
reader
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2. A paper read before the Royal Society at Goettingen, on the
commerce ot the city of Palmyra, forming Appendix IX.

3. A paper containing a brief sketch of the works connected
with Sanscrit literature, which have appeared since the last Ger-
man edition of these  Researches,” together with a confirmed
staternent of the author’s method of determining the several ages
of Sansciit classical compositions, forming Appendix X.

4. A paper on the ancient commexce of the island of Ceylon,
forming Appendix XI.

Valuable as are the works of Professor Heeren, it is hoped that
this additional matter, together with the pains which have been
taken with the work in general, will enhance the merits of this
translation to the English readers, and insure it that success
which the publisher anticipates.






PREFACE

TO THE FOURTH EDITION.

Ir the practical direction, which in modern times has been given
to knowledge and science, is a general advantage, it is more
especially so in the study of antiquity. During a long period this
was confined merely to ancient languages, or to such tiifling in-
vestigations as degraded the pursuit. But the spirit of the age,
which has reformed so much, has also pievailed here, and gi‘ven
a new direction to this branch of learning.

Besides words, things have been found worthy of actention;
and it is only by an application to these that the study of antiquity
has preserved and augmented its credit.

The present work, it is hoped, will further contribute to raise
the character of this pursuit. The subjects on which it treats, as
set forth in the title, are,  The Politics, Intercourse, and Trade
of the States of Antiquity;” and as I can have no apprehensions
respecting their lack of importance, I have only to hope that my
labours may be found worthy of them.

It has not, howcver, been my design to write a history of the
nations of the ancient world ; for I have no desire to 1epeat what
has already been, in some instances, very ably related by others.
Neither have I attempted, as the title page might seem to suggest,
a general history of politics and commerce ; nor do I even in any
way pledge myself to discuss all that relates to these interesting
topics. The way has been too little travelled for any single man
to enter fully upon it. A clearer light must also be first thrown
on the natural history of the ancients, and more accurate informa-
tion be collected respecting their wares and merchandise, than
We yet possess.

My plan has no greater scope, if I except the general preliminary
views, than the delineation of paiticular nations, principally with
eference to the two express objects which I have already men-
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tioned. But the choice of these nations,—as I have limited my-
self to no quarter of the world, to no particular climate, but selected
such as appeared most remarkable for their government, or trade,
or both,—not only extends our horizon to the most distant bound-
aries of history and geography, but affords such a variety of ob-
jects, as must necessarily give a high degree of interest to these
researches.

All here, however, depends upon the principles according to
which, and the spirit in which, these delineations are drawn.
Pure love of truth, the first virtue of the historian, will not I trust
be found wanting. Inno part of my work have I any hypothesis
to establish, any darling proposition to support, or any opponent
to refute. Upon every occasion I have stated that which I have
fourd, and stated it just as I have found it ; the certain as certain,
the probable as merely probable. To do this, however, a judi-
cious selection and critical examination of the sources whence ma-
terials were to be drawn wasnecessary. I have, therefore, made it-
my first rule to take, not merely credible, but, as far as possible,
contemporary writers for my authority ; and have only made use
of later writers, in cases where it appeared that their information
was drawn from the times under consideration. The sources
from which these drew I have always endeavoured to point out,
and the citations have been subjected to an accurate revision. An
unnecessary assemblage of quotations I have carefully avoided ;
still, T hold it to be the sacred duty of an historian to add them
where required ; for he by no means has a right to expect that
the reader should believe him upon his mere word.

It was of course necessary that learning and research should
form the foundation of my labour ; but I have endeavoured to re-
strain them merely to the groundwork. It has already been a
frequent subject of complaint, that our literature boasts but few
historical works distinguished for more than simple research.
But although my performance is not a history, in the strict sense
of the word, yet it belongs to that class; and I trust that a series
of pictures of nations, drawn with spirit and fidelity, will help to
supply the deficiency complained of. It has then been my wish to
write a work which might interest and instruct every reader not
entirely uninformed, and especially the young admirers of histori-
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eal seience  To attain this end T have felt the essential import-
ance of the greatest possible clearness and procision in the deserip-
tions which T have given 1 have therefore laboured hard to
obtain this object: and have entirely sacificed to it all those
ornaments with which <o many disfigure, while they seek to
embellish histoy.

How far I may have attained my objeet it is not for me to de-
termine : but I think I may faily venture to refer to the favour-
able reception which this attempt has met with since its first
appearance, both from the well-informed of Germany and of
foreign countries, as a proof that [ have not altogether failed. I
may venture to do this so much the more, as I fortunately know
sufliciently well that the good opinion entertained of my work
has been formed by the well-informed and independent, and not
by the Aristarchs of our literature, This approbation, together
with the light which modern geographical discoveries have thrown
upon these subjects, imparted to me as it has been by the noble
liberality of & government, long known in Germany and Europe
as the constant protector of every useful science, has encouraged
me to use the greatest exertions to render my second edition, pub-
lished in 1805, and again, the third in 1815, as complete as my
abilitics would allow. But it lies in the nature of these investiga-
tions that they never can be complete. Every advance made in
the knowledge of countries and nations, and the sciences con-
nected with and depending upon it, throws a new light upon
them. And how great has been this advance during the ten
years that has elapsed since the third edition! How many of the
countries of Central Asia, Persia, and Judea—how completely
those of Northern Africa, Agypt, Kthiopia, even as far as the
distant Meroé—have been rescued from obscurity!

That I have lost no opportunity of improving this, the fourth
edition, which forms the second half of my historical works, will
be better seen from an inspection of it than from any assertions I
can make. All that could be gathered respecting Asia, from the
works of Kinneir, Ker Porter, Pottinger, Stamford Raffles, and
others; as well as from the learned investigations of Rhode,
Gesenius, and Brehmer, has been diligently made use of. Scarcely
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a page will be found without addition and improvement; some
chapters, as those upon Persepolis, Babylon, and so forth, have
been wholly or in great part re-written. In some particulars in
which I have become better informed, I have altered my text; in
general, however, I have had the satisfaction to find, that pro-
gressive discovery has not contradicted my eariier views, but
rather, frequently in a surprising manner, confirmed them. If,
then, the reader, after consulting this edition, will take a retro-
spective glance at the state of our knowledge of antiquity thircy
years ago, when these Researches first appeared, I may confi-
dently expect from his impartial judgment the opinion that I
have not written in vain.

According to the original plan of this work, the reasons for
which are stated in the Introduction, it comprises the period pre-
vious to Alexander the Great, so that the principal nations of
three quarters of the globe will be treated of in the same num-
ber of parts, each of two or three volumes.* A fourth, containing
the Macedonian-Roman period, might very well be added to
them, which woutd complete the whole of antiquity.

The Introcuction placed at the beginning is confined entirely
to general views of politics and commerce, and will give the
reader some previous acquaintance with the ground which he has
to wander over.f In the Asiatic Nations I have treated of the
Persians, the Babylonians, the Pheenicians, and the Scythians;
to these were first added in the third edition, the Indians. The
investigations respecting the Persians present the picture of a
vast despntic empire, such as Asia has in all times contained. It
will, therefore, serve as an introduction to the greatest part of the
history of this portion of the globe. The explanations which I
have inserted respecting Persepolis would necessarily belong to
my plan, from the monuments there being so very important in
the study of Persian antiquity and government, even if they were
not in themselves of the highest intecest.

* These three parts are now all translated mnto Enghsh, and may be had com-~
plete.

t This Introduction will be found in some copies prefixed to the first volume of
the African Nations,
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The second volume, devoted to the Phenicians, Babylonians,
and Scythians, contains on the other hand, more especially a key
to the earliest commerce and intercouise of the ancient world;
and of the great highways through Asia, upon which it was
carried on. All that I have to premise respecting the Indians,
will be found in the preface to the volume devoted to that people.

The maps of Asia and Africa, which accompany the work, re-
present these two parts of the world in the time of Alexander;
and possess some value from their having, for the first time, the
great trading routes accurately marked upon them. T have only
to add, that these maps have been constructed principally for the
illustration of this work alone, according to which they must be
judged.

I owe especial acknowledgments, and the public as well as my-
self, to my learned friends the Aulic councillor M. Tychsen, and
M. Grotefend, formerly of Frankfort, and now director of the
Gymnasium at Hanover, for the valuable information they have
furnished me with; which will be found in the Appendixes, and
which make no trifling addition to the worth and importance of
this part of my work. To the extensive ucquaintance of the first
with the languages of the East, the reader is indebted for the in-
terpretation of the Indian words adopted by ancient writers from
the Persian ; whereby an additional light has been thrown upon
the ancient languages of Asia. But the kindness of M. Grotefend
has led him to furnish the rcader at my request with “ an essay
upon the arrow-headed character, with an attempt to decipher
the inscriptions at Persepolis.” To these there is now added a
second upon “ Pasargade and the tomb of Cyrus.” These will
enable the reader to form his own judgment upon these interesting
discoveries. I have also added two plates containing the recent
deciphering of the Zend alphabet, together with other apparatus
for reading it, and the interpretation, as far as the discovery at
present reaches.

There can be no greater enjoyment to the inquisitive spirit,
than to find light where he has hitherto found nothing but dark-
ness! More than once I have experienced this agreeable sensa-
tion in the progress of the present investigations. And I may
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venture with the more confidence to deliver this new edition,
probably the last that will pass from my hands, to the reader, be-
cause happily I can safely assert, that much which fomerly I
could present to him only in doubtful and obscure gloom, will
now be seen in the full and clear light of day.
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ASTA,

Or the three divisions of the ancient world there is none
which more attracts and rewards the attention of the philo-
sophical historian, engaged in the investigation not of in-
dividual nations but of the human race, than Asia. It was
«n Asia that the first dawn of history broke; and during
+ 1cceeding ages, when Africa was involved in almost total
obscurity, from which Europe herself was slowly disengaged,
tl ere rested upon Asia a degree of light which, if it did not
illuminate equally all the great events of which that conti-
nent was the theatre, served at least to illustrate their general
course, and to furnish important data towards the history of
the human species. The further we advance in such in-
quiries—the more that we compare the various traditions of
different nations respecting their several origins and ancient
history, and the better we are enabled to contrast the diversi-
ties of their external characters, the more do we find ourselves
constantly directed to Asia as the central point—the more are
we impressed with the conviction that in.that great continent
was the cradle of mankind, whatever may have been the in-
fluence of remote climates and favourable or unfavourable cir-
cumstances to ennoble or degrade the original stock. Even
when we trace the progress of the arts and sciences, not-
withstanding the pains which the nations of the West have
bestowed in cultivating such pursuits, and conferring upon
them, as it were, an impress of their own, we find ourselves
uniformly recalled to the East as the place of their origin ;
and’ it is there that we discover the native seat, not only of
our own religion, but of all other modes of belief which have
become at any time predominant in the world.

Even in respect of her geographical position, Asia has

VOL. I. B
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been favoured beyond either of the other portions of the
old continent. Its territory begins in a degree of N. lat.
beyond which the globe ceases to be habitable to men, and,
filling the whole extent of the temperate zone, stretches her
vast peninsulas alone far into the space between the tropics,
and one of them, the easternmost, nearly to the equator.
Her richest and most fruitful provinces occupy the degrees
of latitude which, in the case of Europe, are lost in the Me-
diterranean ; and it is only the extremities of her territory
which suffer from an excess of heat or cold. Europe, on
the other hand, appears on the map of the world only as a
sort of appendage to the north-western portion of Asia;
and Africa, whose widest extent lies beneath the equator,
and whose regions are principally situated within the torrid
zone, can boast very few parts which, in temperature of
climate, can vie with the advantages possessed by the
greater part of Asia.

The vast extent of this last continent, whose area is four
times as large as that of Europe, and nearly a fourth greater
than that of Africa, presents the noblest theatre for display-
ing, in their utmost perfection and greatest variety, the in-
animate as well as the animated wonders of creation. Eu-
rope has no production which Asia has not; and most of
those which she possesses 1n common with the latter are in-
ferior, except as far as they may have been improved by the
skill of Europeans. Africa indeed has some which belong
to her pecuhar position and chmate; the race of negroes,
for instance, 1s confined to that continent, as well as some
plants and animals which flourish no where but under the
equator : but however striking and foreign the appearance
of nature may be in Africa to Europeans, it is nevertheless
for the most part invariable; and the inhabitant of Caffraria
might believe himself at home on the coasts of Barbary,
where he would find nearly the same races of animals, the
same vegetable productions, and the same chmate. On
the other hand, how vast a variety reigns in Asia! How
different 1s the face of nature in the wide steppes of the
Mongols—in the flowery vales of Cashmere, and the sul-
try flats of Bengal !—or again, in the perfumed groves of
Ceylon, the snowy mountains of Siberia, and the shores of
the Aretic Ocean!
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But, independently of her geographical position, Asia pos-
sesses other marked advantages over Africa. The means of
access from without, and of internal communication, are as
difficult in the case of the latter, as they are easy and unen-
cumbered in that of the former. The seas by which Asia
1s surrounded, form on every side, but especially on her
southern coast, (the original seat of civilization,) vast gulfs,
which stretch far into the interior, and terminate in the em-
bouchures of mighty rivers; facilitating the safe exchange
of articles of commerce.

The structure of the continent, and the equal distribution,
throughout its extent, of considerable rivers, is probably a
principal reason why the interior of Asia is not found to
contamn any deserts of sand of like magnitude with those
which in Africa present such formidable impediments to
commerce. An exception must be made in the case of
Arabia; a peninsula which in its natural features, as well as
I 1ts position, appears almost to belong to the adjoining
continent of Africa. It is true that Asia abounds in vast
pathless steppes, but these are by no means beset with the
same dangers which menace the traveller in the deserts of
Africa. On the contrary, Central Asia contains only one
waste to be compared for extent and desolation with those
of the other continent, that of Cobi in Little Bucharia;
which, however, only obstructs the way to the most remote
country of the East, China Proper, of which it is the
boundary to the west and the north; opposing no obstacle
to the free intercourse of the other Asiatic nations.

To enable us to form an adequate notion of the natural
features of the different parts of Asia, and the intercourse
of its inhabitants, which is dependent on the former, it is
necessary in the first place to become acquainted with the
great mountain-ranges which stretch across this portion of
the globe, and determine in a great measure the nature of
the soil, and the modes of life of its occupants. Two of
these vast chamns of mountains extend across the continent
from west to east, forming by their ramifications to the north
and south, by which they are connected together, a species
of gigantic network ; or, as it were, the skeleton, on which
the surface of the whole country is disposed, and to which
it is attached. The first of these, which was probably

B 2
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a great measure unknown to the Greeks, extends through
the southern part of Siberia, and, with many changes of
appellation, is styled in general the Altaic range. Begin-
ning just above the Caspian, it sends off a branch to the
north, which, under the name of the Ural, stretches as far
as the Arctic Ocean. It then, with a mean elevation of not
more than six or seven thousand feet, traverses the southern
part of Siberia, becoming wider as it approaches the east,
till, not far from the Pacific Ocean, after having united to
itself a considerable branch of the great southern range, it
fills the whole territory of the Tungusians and the shores of
Siberia. For an accurate account of this great chain of
mountains we are indebted to the recent researches of some
scientific Russian travellers, before whose expedition our in-
formation respecting it was very defective ; and in the time
of the ancients-its very existence was almost unknown.!
Much, however, still remains to be explored, particularly in
the eastern portion of the chain.

The other great range of mountains, which, under the
name of Taurus, in like manner stretches transversely
through the whole of the continent from west to east, was
much better known to the ancients. It commences in the
peninsula of Asia Minor, of which it occupies the southern
provinces, Pisidia, Licia, and Cilicia.* Thence it stretches,
with a very considerable elevation, through Armenia, send-
ing off a branch which, with a northerly direction, fills up
the country between the Caspian and Euxine, and bestows
upon it the appellation of Caucasia.®* From Armenia the
main branch extends through the countries to the south and
south-east of the Caspian, through the northern part of
Media, and the districts, once so celebrated, of Hyrcania,
Parthia, and Bactriana, till it reaches the eastern boundaries
of Great Bucharia, or the ancient Sogdiana. Here it di-
vides into two principal branches, one of which takes a
north-easterly, the other a south-easterly direction. Con-

' DescuioNEs, Hist. des Huns, tom. i. part ii. p. 111; ABuLcazi-Kuan,
Hist, Genealog. des Tartares, p. 30; et ibi not.

? ARRIAN. de Ezped. Alex.'v. 5,

* The name of Caucasus was used by the ancient geographers properly to
designate the mountains lying between the two seas above mentioned; but
has been also improperly applied to other parts of the Tauric chain, parti-
cularly the mountains of northern India. Cf, ARrIaN. . c.
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jointly, they form, as it were, the shores of a huge sea of
sand, mentioned by Herodotus under the general name of
the Sandy Desert, but called in modern times the Desert of
Cobi. The part which takes a northerly direction, a portion
of the ancient Imaus, Belur-tag, or mountains of Cash-gar,
forms the northern boundary of this huge waste, and pass-
ing through the countries of Eygur, Mongolia, and Sun-
garia, becomes united to the Altaic chain on the confines of
Siberia. The south-eastern branch of the same range
forms the boundary of Hindustan to the north, passes
through Great and Little Thibet, and loses itself in Central
China, on the borders of the Pacific. Its appellations vary
with the countries through which it passes: the part which
skirts Little Bucharia, bearing the name of the Mus-tag or
Snowy-mountain, being another branch of the ancient
Imaus; while the mountains of Cabul and Candahar, which
form the boundaries of Hindustan, were comprehended by
the ancients under the name of Paropamisus. Their
easterly continuation, beginning from the lofty peak near
Cabul, swell to the snowy heights of the Himalaya,* whose
summit, as has been ascertaned by the adventurous re-
searches of the English, is elevated to the enormous height
of twenty-five thousand feet above the level of the sea;®
taking from the Cordilleras of South America the reputation
they enjoyed as the highest mountains of the globe. From
this point two ranges of hills descend southward, and ter-
minate in the capes of Comorin and Malacca ; forming as
it were the spinal ridges on which hang the two great
Indian peninsulas.

The courses of these great chains of mountains determine
also those of the rivers which spring from their sides, and
intersect in every direction this quarter of the globe. From
the northern range, the Altaic and its dependencies, flow
the mighty rivers of Siberia, surpassing in magnitude any
of the old world ; which following the inclination of Siberia
towards the north, empty their waters into the Arctic Ocean.
These are the Irtish, the Yenesci, and the still more con-
siderable Lena: all unknown to the ancients, and for an
acquaintance with which we are indebted to recent geogra-

¢ ELpuiNsTONE'S Aecount of Cabul, pw85. . .
& According to the measurements of Webb. dsiat. Res. vol. xi.
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phers. The four great rivers, however, of Southern Asia,
the Euphrates, the Tigris, the Indus, and the Ganges, were
even then well known, rising in the range of Mount Taurus,
and taking a southerly course till they lost themselves in the
Indian and Persian Oceans. From the lofty ranges of Mus-
tag and Imaus, which unite on the borders of Little Bu-
charia, the two great mountain-chains before described,
spring, to the west, the Jihoon, or Oxus, and the Sirr, or
Jaxartes, which take a westerly direction through Great
Bucharia towards the Caspian, and lose themselves in the
sea of Aral; though it is probable that both, or at all events
the Oxus, may formerly have reached the greater of those
two inland seas. On the eastern side of the same ridge rise
the great rivers of China, the Hoang-ho and Yang-tse-Kiang,
which severally traversing the northern and southern parts
of that empire, fall into the Eastern Ocean. If to these we
add the Volga, or Rha, (the latter of which names it has
received from none but Ptolemy,®) we shall have enumerated
all the chief rivers of Asia, or at least all that come within
the compass of the present treatise. An acquaintance with
these is of the highest importance, not only for the purposes
of general geography, but especially for the object before
us. They not only serve as the great landmarks of the
political divisions of Asia, but also as the principal means
of communication and commerce; and 1t was on their
banks that the capitals of the East, the seats of civilization, of
splendour, and luxury, were first established.

The mountain-ranges which we have described divide
Asia into three parts, essentially distinct from each other
with respect to climate and the properties of their soils ; and
presenting differences no less striking in the modes of life
and manners of their inhabitants. The northernmost por-
tion, known at present by the name of Siberia, and extend-
ing from the back of the Altaic ridge to the Arctic Ocean,
will be seldom mentioned in the present treatise, having
continued unknown to the ancients, with the exception of
some loose traditionary legends, to be noticed in their proper
place. More thinly-peopled regions, inhabited only by
hunters and fiskormen, offer indeed a curious field of ob-

* Probably the same with Araxes, an appellation applied to several rivers.
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servation to the philosopher, showing how the human race
can subsist in the neighbourhood of the very pole; where
even the savage himself is compelled to acknowledge the
inclemency of the climate, and to hope, as a recompence
for his sufferings, an inexhaustible hunting-ground of rein-
deer beyond the grave.” The historian, however, will find
in these desolate regions little worthy his remark, at least till
the philologist shall have prepared the way for his researches,
since the few traditions extant among these tribes, which
their manners and exterior seem to confirm, tend to show
that they are offshoots, at least in part, of the great original
stocks of Central Asia, driven by wars, or other contin-
gencies, into those remote countries, whose snowy fields were
not likely to invite any voluntary settlers. Yet even these
regions must not be altogether forgotten, as the sequel of the
present inquiries will prove that they have been peopled
from times of the most remote antiquity, and possibly more
thickly inhabited at that period than at present.

On the other hand, the vast regions of Central Asia, which
form the area enclosed between the Altaic and Tauric ranges,
and partly filled up by those mountains, present a rich field
of speculation to the antiquary and historian. These vast
tracts of level steppes extend, under the names of Mongolia
and Tartary,® from the Caspian to the Pacific. They em-
brace the abodes of the Mongol tribes, the Kalmucs, and
Sungarians, and others apparently produced by a mixture of
these; and are divided by several considerable streams,
flowing, for the most part, towards the Caspian, but which
do not sufficiently irrigate these immeasurable plains, as to
make them capable of tillage. Besides, these districts are
among the most elevated regions of the globe, and on that

* See GeorGI Beschretbung der Volker des Russischen Reichs, p. 383. In
the almost universal belief, among the Siberian tribes, of a kind of continu-
ance after death, it is found, according to this writer, that it is precisely the
inhabitants of the wildest and most savage regions that form the most pleasin
pictures of a future state; while, therefore, others hold 1t to be sorrowful, an
regard death on that account as a misfortune, these meet 1t with joy, Cer-
tainly a very interesting fact.

® The perpetual confusion between the names of Tartars and Mongols, (of
which Desguignes 1s especially guilty,) has been the source of serious errors
in the history of nations as well as in geog-raqlhy. The Mongols and Tartars
are distinet races ; the principal territory of the former hes to the north, that
of the latter to the south of the Sirr-Darja, or Jaxartes of the ancients, the
proper himit of the two races.
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account, though lying between 40° and 50° N. lat., and
consequently in the same parallel with Italy and the south
of Germany, are far from enjoying the same degree of tem-
perature with those countries. They do not, however, pre-
sent many spots altogether arid and unproductive ; but, on
the contrary, are for the most part covered with herbage,
which occasionally attains such a luxuriant growth as to
equal the height of the cattle which feed there.?

This natural condition of the soil, added to another pecu-
liarity, the almost total absence of woods or forests, has had
great influence in determining the manner of ife of the in-
habitants of those regions. In their native country they
could never occupy fixed abodes, nor apply themselves to
the pursuits of agriculture ; and while history presents many
examples of nomad tribes having adopted the settled habits
of the nations they subdued, 1t affords none of a sumilar
change effected in their native country; where, on the con-
trary, they appear destined to lead the wandering life of
shepherds and herdsmen. These vast and level plains are
accordingly studded, instead of with cities and houses, with
tents and encampments, the ordinary abodes of these migra-
tory tribes, often surrounded for leagues by their innumer-
able flocks and herds of sheep and cattle, of horses and
camels, which constitute their riches, and supply all, or
nearly all, their limited wants. The milk and flesh of their
cows or their mares form their principal food; and they
learned at an early period the art of extracting from the
former an intoxicating drink.’® The skins of the same ani-
mals, with the hair of their camels, furnish them with a
coarse clothing for themselves, and with coverings for their
tents; and the canes growing on the banks of their inland
seas and rivers are readily fashioned into bows and arrows.
The soil of their interminable territory is the common pro-
perty of all; and they migrate without difficulty, accom-
panied by their numerous herds, from an exhausted to a
fresh pasturage, or from a poorer to a richer district.

Their social relations have, as might be expected, been
greatly influenced by these pecularities of their situation.
It is impossible that they should adopt those civil constitu-

® Hist, Geneal. des Tartares, p. 126, et ibi not.
© Parras, Gesch. der Mongol, Volk. i. 133.
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tions to which we have been accustomed from our youth, and
which are the consequences of settled habitations, domestic
tranquillity, and established possessions. The place of these
was suppled by the natural bond of consanguinity ; which
became proportionably stronger than among Europeans, in-
asmuch as 1t embraced not only individual families but whole
tribes and nations. Each race was subdivided into many
tribes, which often swelled into mighty nations, which were
split, according to circumstances, mnto a greater or lesser
number of hordes, each comprehending a larger or smaller
proportion of ndividual families. The heads of families and
tribes take the place held by the civil magistrate in more pol-
1shed nations, and exercise at the same time the offices of
judges during peace, and leaders in war, with an authority
which has often degenerated into unlimited despotism.” It
also not unfrequently happens, that the chief of a tribe be-
comes by the preponderance of his power, or by free choice,
the head of the whole nation, and ends in being a monarch,
and perhaps a conqueror, ke Cyrus, Attila, and Timur,
spreading death and desolation over flourishing countries,
and mundating more than one portion of the globe with his
mnumerable armies.  The sequel of these treatises will show
how important it is to a correct knowledge, not only of Asi-
atic history, but also of the human race at large, to possess
clear views respecting the manners and institutions of the
nomad tribes. It was among them that the greatest revolu-
tions in the history of mankind, which not only determined
the fate of Asia, but shook Europe and Africa to their centre,
had their origin. It would almost appear to have been the
design of Providence to continue these nations in a state
more true to nature, and nearer by some degrees to their
original condition, in order to renovate by theiwr means (as
history proves to have been often the case) the more civilized
races of the world, which had prepared, by degeneracy and
luxury, the way for their own destruction.

The third, or southern division of Asia, is partly filled up
by the ramifications of Mount Taurus, before described, and
partly lies to the southward of these, comprehending also the
peninsula of Asia Minor, where that range of hills com-

1 Parras, i 183,
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mences. Beginning at 40° N. lat., this division extends in
the form of a vast continent, as far south as the tropic of
Cancer, beyond which the three great peninsulas of Arabia,
Hindustan, and Malacca, extend far into the torrid zone. It
comprises, therefore, the richest and most fruitful regions of
the globe—Asia Minor, all the provinces of modern Persia,
from the Tigris to the Indus, the northern part of Hindustan,
as well as the two peninsulas on either side of the Ganges,
and lastly Thibet, and the whole of China Proper. With the
exception of a few arid tracts or mountainous regions, the
whole of this vast extent of country has been blessed with the
choicest gifts of nature; enjoying not only a temperate cli-
mate, but fertilized by a multitude of rivers of all sizes. The
treasures of the vegetable kingdom are there found in the
utmost profusion and variety; and the animal creation,
whether quadrupeds, birds, or insects, there attain the high-
est perfection ; the cotton-plant and the silk-worm are na-
tives of the soil ; the most precious spices and aromatics are
peculiar to this region; and even those commodities which
have acquired a fictitious value from the caprice or wants of
mankind, gold, precious stones, and pearls, abound there.

It is no wonder that the mhabitants of such a region, sur-
rounded by such natural advantages, should cease to be the
same with those who wander over the wild steppes of Cen-
tral Asia. Providence appears to have designed that they
should here cease to lead a pastoral life, and to have pointed
the way to a more dignified and cultivated mode of exist-
ence; and history proves how early and how constantly they
availed themselves of the privilege. The earliest records of
the human race ascribe to this region the first origin of till-
age, of the cultivation of the vine, and the establishment of
cities and political combinations. It is true that a con-
siderable number of nomad tribes still continue to wander
there, particularly where the pasturage is rich, as is the case
between the Euphrates and Tigris; and the encampment of
a pastoral horde may be often seen close beside the walls of
acity. But these are either wanderers from Arabia or the
northern parts of Central Asia, or mountain-tribes, possess-~
Ing a country incapable of being reduced to tillage. ~On the
other hand, 1t is a remark which the whole course of history
tends to verify, that not only have the original inhabitants of
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these countries adopted settled abodes, and the relations of
social life, but that even the nomad tribes settled among
them as sojourners, or as conquerors, have voluntarily ex-
changed their restless habits for those of a more tranquil and
peaceful rode of existence. The parallel of 40° N. lat. ac-
cordingly forms, as it were, the mnvariable boundary of the
agricultural and pastoral districts; though it is not neces-
sary to remark, that this distinction must only be received
as generally true, and that the transition from the one mode
of life to the other i1s gradual. With this limitation the
observation will be found to hold true in every period of
Asiatic history. This parallel divides Caucasia from Ar-
menia, Sogdiana, or Great Bucharia, from Bactriana or
Balk, and China from Chinese Tartary. The countries to
the north of 40° have at all times been principally the
abode of wandering tribes of shepherds and herdsmen ; and
those to the south, of a settled population.

Multiplied and extensive as have been the revolutions of
Central Asia, there reigns throughout the history of that
continent a uniformity which is strongly contrasted with
what we observe in Europe. Kingdoms and monarchies
have arisen and decayed, and yet the same character has
been constantly transmitted from the former to the succeed-
ing dynasty, a peculiarity which the general tenor of Asiatic
history will itself best explain.

The mighty empires which arose in Asia were not found-
ed in the same manner with the kingdoms of Europe. They
were generally erected by mighty conquering nations, and
these, for the most part, nomad nations. This important
consideration we must never lose sight of, when engaged in
the study of their history and institutions.

We have already observed, that the whole of Northern
and Central Asia 1s full of such wandering tribes; but in
Southern Asia also, many portions of the Tauric range,
and the whole of Arabia, (with the exception of its southern
extremity, or Arabia Felix,) are occupied by people of the
same habits ; the dreary deserts of sand in the latter country
bewng even less adapted for cultivation or fixed abodes than
the steppes of Northern Asia.

The few observations which we have already made on
these nations may convince us that they were formed to



12 ASIA.

become nations of conquerors. Their mode of life fits
them to endure the hardships of war; their limited wants
enable them to dispense with much of the baggage which
encumber the marches of our regular armies; their count-
less herds afford an inexhaustible stock of horses for their
cavalry, in which their principal strength has always con-
sisted ; for even in peace they are so continually moving
about, that they are scarcely ever out of the saddle. These
predatory habits are a sort of preparation for actual warfare,
and inspire them, if not with the firm hardihood and cool
courage of Europeans, yet with an audacity and impetuosity
in attack, which spring from the habit of encountering
danger, and the lust of spoil. The same fierce passions
have -called forth the locust-swarms of Mongols and Ara-
bians from their steppes and deserts, and attracted from
their mountains the Parthians and Persians, to sweep over
and desolate the fruitful regions of Southern Asia. Having
subdued the civilized nations established there, they extend-
ed their dominion as far as their predatory hordes could
range, and became the founders of potent empires, ex-
changing without reluctance their sterile native country for
more fortunate situations. An acquaintance, however, with
the refinements and luxuries of the conquered kingdoms,
and the influence of a milder climate, soon effected a re-
markable change in the habits of these conquerors, and
they adopted the manners of those whom they had van-
quished, with the less difficulty, because a wandering herds-
man is attached to no native spot, and knows no home.
The consequence was a species of refinement, not of moral
taste, but of mere sensual luxury ; and the degree to which
this was carried was proportionate to the fierceness of the
desires by which it was prompted, and the suddenness of
the transition from a savage state to one of ease and indul-
gence. In this manner the conquerors subdued themselves,
and resigned their dominion, sooner or later, according to
circumstances; while fresh tribes of CONQuUerors, uncor-
rupted by success, sallied from their ancient haunts, or from
other districts, to erect a new dynasty on the ruins of the
former, and subsequently to undergo the same vicissitude
of degeneracy and subjugation.

Such may be pronounced to be a summary of the whole
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of Asiatic history, with the single exception of the Mace-
donian conquest ; the only time when the Europeans have
been masters of the interior of Asia. In this manner, of
old, the monarchies of the Assyrians, the Chaldeans, the
Persians, and the Parthians were founded, and fell; such,
in the middle ages, was the history of the Arabian conquest;
and such, up to the present day, has been tuat of the Tar-
tarian and Mongol empires, which still subsist, though in
ruins.

This review of the origin of the great Asiatic monarchies
suggests of itself the following observations.

I. Instead of a progressive establishment and aggrandize-
ment, these empires appear to have attained at once, or
within a very short period, a gigantic statare. The cause
is contained in the manner in which nomad tribes efféct
their conquests, and in which alone they can effect them, if
destined to be durable. Extensive tracts of land are neces-
sary for their very subsistence, and as long as they continue
victorious, they have no inducement to set any bounds to
their conquests. On the contrary, the plunder of one coun-
try is an inducement to seek that of another; and this love
of pillage, combined with an utter ignorance of geography,
has often inspired them with the notion of making them-
selves masters of all the world (a title they frequently arro-
gated) ; an imagination which, though never fulfilled in its
tull extent, they have so far achieved as to astonish historians.
The Saracen dominion extended at one period from Mo-
rocco and Spain to Hindustan; and the Mongol armies,
under the successors of Ginghis-Khan, fought at the same
time in Silesia, and under the wall of China!

II. Nations of this character cannot readily give to their
dominions a settled civil constitution. How can they give
that which they do not possess themselves? It is much
more consistent with the natural course of events that their
form of government should be at the first purely military.
The administration of the conquered provinces is committed
to generals at the head of numerous armies, supported by
the vanquished, either as garrisons in their cities, or as
wandering hordes. The onginal office of such a governor
was to collect, either arbitrarily or according to fixed pro-
portions, the tribute or donatives imposed on the con-
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quered ; and for this purpose, to keep them in the most
complete subjection. This arrangement frequently dege-
nerates in a short time mto another, by which the pro-
vinces are delivered over to their governors at the price of
a certain yearly sum paid mto the royal treasury, which the
governor 1s at liberty to collect, as well as his own exor-
bitant interest, by any means he can. Consequently it 1s
often the case, that the internal government of such pro-
vinces is left untouched ; and even the conquered princes,
or their successors, are sometimes allowed to retamn their
offices, unless removed on account of insubordination, or
the personal hostiity of their conquerors. Such was the
custom of the Persians as well as the Mongols; but it
would be a great error to attribute this to the clemency or
leniency of the coaquerors: it was much more the conse-
quence of thewr ignorance and rudeness, which made them
incapable of apprehending at once subjects foreign to all
their former habits, and indisposed them to take the pains
of learning.

ITI. At the same time it is natural that from this sort of
mihtary government should be gradually formed a civil
administration ; as the conquerors became by long inter-
course with the conquered milder in their habits, and con-
sequently more sensible of the advantages, and better ac-
quainted with the forms of civil institutions ; and exchanged
by degrees their roving habits for a settled residence in
cities. It is true that the genius of Timur, and a few other
conquerors, may have so far anticipated the order of time,
as to have conceived at once the idea of a more regular
form of government ; but, In general, it must be borne in
mind, that the change was slow and gradual. Those mili-
tary chiefs, whose authority was circumscribed by no law,
as they gradually became better acquainted with civil
affairs, took an increased interest in them, and from being
mere leaders of armies, assumed the characters of satraps or
viceroys; while the jealousy of oriental despotism often
purposely placed the latter as spies upon the conduct of the
former. In this manner the great Asiatic monarchies
generally form a whole, whicli, uncemented by civil rights
and relations, is held together only by the universal pressure
ofa superi'or; containing, however, In its subordinate parts,
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the most heterogeneous constitutions. The most despotic
empires have thus tolerated not only petty kings and princes
with limited authority, but even republics, of which the
Pheenician and Grecian states, subject to the king of Persia,
are instances.

The above observations furnish an answer to a question
which naturally suggests itself to the student of Asiatic his-
tory, and which is of the highest interest with reference to
the general history of mankind, namely, how it came to
pass that the system of absolute despotism, which has always
characterized the Asiatic governments, should have been so
constantly maintained, and, under every political revolu-
tion, uniformly renewed ?

When the right of conquest and the power of the sword
were the foundation of all authority, it necessanly followed
that the administration, in its civil department, should bear
a despotic character ; especially when the unlimited sway
of their patriarchal chiefs had already prepared the con-
querors for such a system. Strange as it may appear, there
were many nations among them, which, while they appeared
to enjoy savage freedom, were subject to a rooted and rigid
despotism ; and among whom the head of the tribe was ab-
solute lord of all his race.” This apparent contradiction is
readily solved, when we recollect that the paternal authority
1s the foundation of the patriarchal ; and that the former,
among uncivilized nations, is at all times strong in exact
proportion to their rudeness. .

The gigantic extent also of these empires favoured the
growth of despotism. That many nations should be subject
to one is contrary to the course of nature, since it is obvious
then that each people ought to admmister its own affairs,
although peculiar circumstances may prevail to break
through this general rule. The disadvantages, however, of
a contrary system, are apparent only when any great devia-
tion has taken place from the natural course of things. A
multitude of all nations and languages, differing in manners
and religion, are incapable of being governed by the same
laws ; and the consequence is, that arbitrary power usurps
their place. The method of governing by satraps becomes

2 For instance, among the Mongols. Parras, Geschickte der Mongol.
Volherschaft. vol. i. p. 185.
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the only one by which these discordant elements can be
ruled and kept together ; and thus a system of despotism is
established from one end of the empire to the other, and
from the monarch to the lowest subject; the most potent
despot not being sufficiently powerful to restrain his vice-
roys by the steady authority of law, though he may bow
them beneath the yoke of force.

In the last place, the mseparable connexion, which we
have had occasion to remark, between religion and legisla-
tion, must greatly embarrass, if not altogether obstruct, the
development of a constitution. A new system of laws would
have been equivalent to a change of religion; and even a
partial modification of the former would have been looked
upon as an innovation on the latter. The difficulties attend-
ing such innovations are obvious, but they must have been
considerably increased when (as was often the case) not only
the ceremonies of religion but those of the court were in the
custody of a separate caste, whose interest it was to dis-
courage any attempt to change.

These observations, however, are not sufficient to account
for the most gloomy phenomenon in the history of the hu-
man race—the fact that the fairest and richest portion of
the globe, where the mind of man might have been expected
to attain its greatest maturity, has, in all ages, been con-
demned to perpetual slavery. . Admitting that the chains of
the Asiatic nations were forged in their very infancy, and
that the spirit of conquest only riveted them more firmly,
still we may ask, how their strength came to be so impaired,
that, in the periods of their greatest prosperity, they were
unable to shake off a yoke which, to European nations, ap-
pears intolerable ?

To answer this question we must go back a step, and
seek the cause of the phenomenon in the defective consti-
tution and condition, not of their civil institutions, but their
domestic relations. For reasons, the discussion of which
lies beyond the limits of the present researches, these are
very different among the great nations of Central Asia from
the manners of civilized Europe. Polygamy has at all
times prevailed there; and polygamy, according to all the
priceiples of our nature, has a tendency to promote un-
limited despotism.
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No one, who 1s aware how closely they are connected,
can deny the influence which the better or worse condition
of the domestic relations has on those of the society at large.
The popular saying, that a republic to be permanent must
be founded on virtue, appears to be only a consequence of
the more general principle, that civil freedom 1s closely con-
nected with morality ; and that the one inevitably perishes
with the other. Now there is no one custom more adverse
to virtue in general, especially the domestic virtues, the
chief sources of all true patriotism, than that of polygamy :
by this many explain the phenomenon that no nation prac-
tising polygamy has ever attained to a true republican
constitution, nor even that of a free monarchy.*®* Nay, it
may be confidently asserted, that it would be unable to
maintain a government of this kind even if presented with it.

Polygamy at once produces domestic tyranny, by making
woman a slave and man a tyrant; and society at large
thus becomes a combination, not of fathers of families, but
of household tyrants, who by the practice of tyranny have
been fitted to endure it. He who 1s tyrannical i authority
will be abject in submission.

A plurality of wives also, as it diminishes conjugal tender-
ness, saps the foundations of parental attachment; and
thereby impairs the interest which every member of the
state should feel in its preservation and prosperity. The
ideas of country and family, which among the Asiatics ap-
pear to have been always separated, if the first of them be
not altogether wanting, have been ever closely associated in
the minds of the nobler nations of Europe. Attachment to
the one has always produced devotion to the other : the best
father of a family has always proved the best citizen ; and
from this source has flowed, not only a respect for the au-
thority of law and the magistrates, but that heroic courage
and contempt of death which fired the rude inhabitant
of ancient Germany, when fighting for his wife, us chil-

13 That is, a nation in which polygamy 1s not only tolerated but estab-
lished. Among the Greeks it was permitted,-but never custornary. I must
content myself with merely indicating in this place, for the researches of
others, another field of extensive 1interest, namel{, the question how far
polygamy and monogamy have influenced private law. If I am not mis-
taken, this might be made the foundation of an entuely new classification
of legal enactments, which might lead to highly important conclusions.

VOL. I. C
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dren, and his country, to rush upon the pikes of the Roman
legions.

But the evil effects of polygamy have always been prin-
cipally manifest in the higher classes, among whom the
intrigues and jealousies of their wives are augmented in
proportion to their number, and their common tyrant ends
by becoming the slave of his wives and their eunuchs.

The government of a haram has always been the same,
modified only by the casual influence of personal character;
and we shall see in the course of the present inquiries, how
mmutely the interior of the courts of Susa and Persepolis
corresponded with those of Ispahan and Constantinople,
and how 1n every case the same causes were followed by the
same consequences.

When a system of despotism was based on the general
practice of polygamy, it 1s evident that the nations of the
East could never hope to shake off the former, so long as
their domestic relations continued unaltered. At the same
time, they occasionally experienced the milder moments of
despotism, whenever a prince of just and gentle character
happened to ascend the throne.* The nature of their
government, however, continued the same ; and such as no
single monarch, however excellent, could alter; because he
must first have metamorphosed the entire nation, and
rooted out ancient habits and manners, which it was out of
his power to effect. If the above remarks appear to mli-
tate against the hypothesis of those who confidently expect
a progressive improvement of the whole human race, they
may at least confirm us in the agreeable assurance that
Europe is secured by a more perfect state of morals from a
despotism like those of the East. It is true that Europe has
had her Neros; but not only was their tyranny of tem-
porary duration, but the most tyrannical of her princes
never dared to set all the forms of government at defiance.
The characteristic feature of Asiatic despotism is this, that
the monarch 1s taught to loock upon his subjects, not as his
people, but as his property, whom he is at liberty to dis-

* The present Shah of Persia undoubtedly belongs to this class of kings,
and yet it is remarkable that the English ambassadors have never been able
0 make him comprehend the limited nature of the royal authority in Great
Britain. Morier’s Travels, vol, i. p. 215.
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pose of according to his pleasure, except where religion
may interpose some restramnt. On the other hand, admit-
tng that the tribunals of some of the most despotic rulers
of modern Europe, (such, for example, as those of the
Tudors and Stuarts,) as well as the revolutionary tribunals,
(such as that of France,) were nothing more than legal
Jorms; yet as such they were of some value, because they
evinced the tacit acknowledgment on the part of the tyrant,
that he was subject to the laws, instead of being elevated
above them.

The same uniformity which we have already had occasion
to remark m the constitutions of the Asiatic nations, 1s ob-
servable also in their commercial intercourse. Although
travelling in Asia is less obstructed than in Africa, the cha-
racter of internal commerce 1s much the same in both.

In Asia, as in Africa, 1t is scarcely possible for a traveller
to journey m safety alone, and the consequence is, the form-
ation of companies of merchants or caravans, such as we
have already described. The length of the journey, extend-
ing frequently across desert steppes, and the lawless hordes
which sometimes penetrate nto more civilized districts
and continually infost their borders, and whose rapacious
dispositions can only be satisfied by forced and expensive
contributions, make it necessary to travel in numbers suf-
ficiently large to protect the travellers and their merchandise.
The whole of Southern and Central Asia possesses, however,
the invaluable gift of a beast of burden, without which these
long and perilous journeys would be impracticable. The
camel is found not only in the deserts of Arabia, but among
the steppes of the Kirgees and Kalmucs, to the north of the
Caspran.

The great rivers of Asia have, it 1s true, been zlso used
as channels of commerce, but running principally through
level tracts of pasture or steppes, their banks are unsupplied
with wood fit for the purposes of ship-building; many dis-
tricts also wanting iron ; and these are probably the reasons
why the river navigation of Asia has never attained a like
importance with that of Europe.

The internal traffic of Asia has, in consequence, like that
of Africa, becn at all times principally carried on by land,
and in the same manner. Still, as the general commerce

c 2
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of Asia is vastly more considerable than that of the other
continent, and the greater part of the countries engaged
in it less uncivilized and inhospitable, we cannot be sur-
prised at finding, that, in the former country, the arrange-
ments for the convenience and furtherance of trade are
much more numerous. Such are the public roads, and the
caravanserais, or buildings for the reception of caravans.
In great monarchies, erected like those of Asia by force of
arms, the necessity for lines of mulitary communication is
soon sensibly felt, for the purpose of maintaining distant
possessions, and insuring conquests already made, which
can only be effected by keeping open the communications
for the victorious armies. Accordingly, in the times of the
Persians, no less than in those of the Mongols, we find that
royal highways were cstablished through the whole extent
of conquered Asia; constructed with an amount of cost and
labour which can only be commanded by despotic govern-
ments, having the power of concentrating on a single pomnt
all the energies and resources of their subjects.” It 1s true
that such military highways are not to be always followed
by the caravans, which naturally prefer short roads though
more desert or difficult, but it is obvious that the internal
commerce and communication of the empire at large must
have been greatly facilitated by their establishment.

The institution of caravanserais may also be traced to
times of remote antiquity ; though it has been greatly pro-
moted by the religion of Mohammed, which recommends
the establishment of such edifices as a good work.’* They
are usually large quadrangular structures, enclosing an open
court, on every side of which 1s disposed a single or double
row of empty chambers, where the traveller is at liberty to
take up his quarters for the night, being left to provide for
his further accommodation as well as his food.”” Even if
the Asiatics had mns hike those of Europe, these would not
be sufficient to receive companies consisting of hundreds,
nay, thousands, of travellers with their beasts of burden.

It was a necessary consequence of the fact, that the com-

5 See HeroD. v. 52, for a description of the royal roads of Persia; and
compare Marco Polo’s account of those of the Mongols, in Ramusio Rac-
colta dv Viaggt, vol. 11. p. 30.

¢ Herodotus styles t nem karakioets, loc. cit.
' Voyages de Tavernier, vol. i. p. 96.
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merce of Asia was principally carried on by land, that 1t
should be materially influenced by the pohtical changes and
revolutions which took place there. When new tribes of
conquerors emerged from their deserts, and overthrew by
their countless hordes an established empire, a revolution
so complete could not but affect its commerce also. Never-
theless, it is a remark which the whole tenor of Asiatic his-
tory confirms, that, though often interrupted and modified,
the commerce of the country was never entirely destroyed.
On the contrary, it appears always to have resumed 1ts ori-
gmal position with greater facility than could have been
expected ; nor are the causes difficult to discover. The
victorious nation soon perceived the advantages to be de-
rived from a continuance of the former state of things; the
wants of the conquered soon became theirs also ; the customs
or presents extorted from the caravans which traversed their
country enriched them or their chiefs ; and it may be added,
that a sort of taste for commerce and trade prevails even
among the ruder tribes of Asia. Less injury was inflicted
on commerce by these changes of dynasty and wars of vic-
torious nations, than by the anarchy into which despotic
governments are apt to be dissolved. On such occasions
innumerable hordes of banditt: are presently formed, which
destroy all internal security — the restraint of a superior
power having been removed. The anarchy and confusion
which so long prevailed i the state of Persia, caused an
almost absolute interruption of her commerce.

In this manner, with some partial modifications and oc-
casional interruptions, the mternal commerce of Asia con-
tinued on the whole the same, through all the mighty poli-
tical revolutions which affected the interior, from the days of
Cyrus and Nebuchadnezzar to those of Ginghis-Khan and
Timur. As the more recent dynasties were built on the
same foundations with their predecessors, so their commerce
also retained the same general character. Its principal seats
remained unchanged ; and the countries in which these were
situated were at all times adorned with rich and flourishing
cities ; which, after the most cruel devastation, rose unim-
parred from their ashes. The wants of men, whether natural
or fictitious, are too mighty and pressing to be lastingly af-
fected, far less annihilated, even by war or despotism. One
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event, however, has made a sensible epoch 1n the history of
Asiatic commerce, and will, it 15 probable, always contmue
to influence it—the discovery of a passage to the East Indies
round the Cape of Good Hope. It is true, as we have al-
ready had occasion to remark, and shall prove more at length
hereafter, that even at a very ancient period there existed a
communication by sea between the shores of Arabia and
Hindustan ; and 1t 1s well known that this intercourse sub-
sisted, although with some vicissitudes, during the Macedo-
nian and Roman periods, as well as the Arabian and Vene-
tian. But, evenat the period of its greatest prosperity, this
traffic bore no proportion to the vast land commerce of Asia,
through which by far the greater part of the productions of
the East, consumed m Europe, was conveyed to this quarter
of the world by the ports of the Euxine and Mediterranean
Seas.

A total change ensued when the Europeans had discovered
a way to the East Indies round Africa.  Europe no longer
received the commodities required through the accustomed
channel of Central Asia, but obtained them direct from the
southern coasts of that continent, (particularly those of Hin-
dustan,) which from that time necessarily became the prin-
cipal seats of commerce. In consequence, a large proportion
of the internal commerce of the country became attracted to
the situations frequented by the European fleets, which
were thus rendered the marts for the productions required
in the West. Nevertheless, the commerce of the interior
continued to maintan itself, as long as the throne of the
Persians and Mongols was occupied by princes who, with
the love of conquest, possessed some relish for the arts of
peace, and sufficient power to assure the safety of individuals
within their empire.  The 1ron despotism of the Turks, the
anarchy of Persia, and the lawless inroads of the Afghans
and Mahrattas on the north of Hindustan, first caused the
almost utter ruin of the commerce of Central Asia, and con-
verted into deserts the flourishing countries on the banks of
the Euphrates and lndus; where the ruins of what were
once royal cities are the only records of their former mag-
nificence.

Of all the divisions of Asia, the Southern, containing the
territory of Hindustan, is distinguished by the richness and
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diversity of its productions. Here we not only find (with
very few exceptions) all the products of other parts of civil-
ized Asia, but so great a varlety peculiar to its own climate,
that it would appear as if a new and more beautiful creation
had sprung up under the hand of nature. Nearly all the
spices, which become necessary to mankind in exact propor-
tion to the progress of luxury and refinement, have at all
times been peculiar to this region; while two of the most
important articles used in clothing, viz. cotton and silk, were
first produced here, and continue to be so in an especial de-
gree, though their cultivation has been gradually extended
to other countries. These natural advantages have rendered
this quarter the principal seat of Asiatic commerce ; its pro-
ductions have flowed from the east to the west in a con-
tinual stream; and notwithstanding some occasional de-
viations in 1ts branches, the main current has never been
dried up. The influence which an intercourse with India
may have had on the civilization of mankind, is a question
worthy the close attention of the philosophical student of
history ; and one which, notwithstanding the important
illustrations it has of late received, has been by no means
sufficiently elucidated. Itis of the greatest consequence to
ascertain the channels through which, at various periods, it
found its way, or into which it was conducted; and the
whole course of history tends to prove, that the countries
which became the staples or the depdts of this commerce,
uniformly attained a high degree of opulence and refine-
ment ; which, however, gradually changed the habits and
eorrupted the manmers of their inhabitants; at the same
e that these were softened, sowing among them the seeds
-4t huxury, and consequently of decline and ruin. The result
of this dispensation of Providence (by which the parts of
the earth most remote with respect to Europe have been
enriched with the most costly and highly valued, though
not the most necessary productions) has been, the mutual
intercourse and civilization of nations; which, if they had
continued unconnected, would have remained still in their
infancy, as must be the case with all isolated nations, even
if by some strong instinctive effort they succeed in emerging
from their original barbarism.

These general observations may enable us to follow with
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confidence the light which they throw on the course of an-
clent commerce, as carried on through the interior of Asia,
previous to the discovery of the passage by the Cape of
Good Hope. We have alrealy remarked, that the nature
of caravan communication requires the establishment of
certamn staples, or marts for intermediate commerce, from
which articles of trade may be forwarded to other countries.
Without such resting-places, how was it possible for the
laden camel to journey from the banks of the Ganges to the
shores of the Mediterranean? Or how otherwise could the
inhabitant of the mterior receive his aliotment of the produc-
tions of more fruitful countries to supply his necessities?

Staples of this kind appear to have beer marked out, as
it were, by the hand of Nature herself, and therefore re-
mained the same, as long as Asiatic commerce continued
to flourish. Of this kind were the countries between the
Tigris and Euphrates, particularly Babyloma, as well as
those upon the Oxus, Bactra and Samarcand ; and, lastly,
the shores of the Euxine and Mediterranean.

Babylonia was the emporium for the whole of Western
Asia, and consequently for the nations of Europe and Asia
Minor. We shall have occasion, in another place, to describe
at length the admirable situation and peculiar advantages of
this district. A considerable portion of the raw produce of
India was manufactured here, to which were added the pro-
ductions of Babylonia itself, the fertility of whose soil, in
ancient times, almost surpasses belief.

The territories of Bactra and Maracanda, comprised
under the modern appellation of Great Bucharia, are no
less important in the history of ancient commerce. They
were the depdts of the wares of Northern Asia, as well of
those imnported from China and Tangut, across the desert
of Cobi, as of those brought through the mountains from
Great Thibet, and those which were conveyed from India
to the Caspian. These were the first resting-places for the
caravans arriving from those various countries; and conse-
quently these districts, and others lying under the same
latitude, to the west of the Caspian, became the natural
markets of the various tribes of Central and Northern Asia ;
which being more or less acquainted with the productions of
the south, have at all times resorted hither to supply their
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wants. We must not be surprised therefore at discovering
on this frontier of the nomad districts, (an expression which
may be explained by what we have already remarked,) a
great extent of internal commerce, and a no less astonishing
variety in its inhabitants.

Lastly, the sea cousts of the Mediterranean, particularly
the countries of Pheenicia and Asia Minor, were the natural
marts for all the oriental merchandise destined for the ports
of Europe and Africa. The inhabitants, whether Greeks or
Asiatics, were disposed by the situation of their country to
a seafaring life; and their harbours became the places of
exchange for the three quarters of the globe, where the sil-
ver of Spain, and the amber of Prussia, were bartered for
the spices of Hindustan, and the frankincense of Arabia.
Their territories consequently became the richest in the
world ; and, previous to the erection of the Persian mon-
archy, were adorned by a multitude of flourishing commer-
cial cities, which formed an almost unbroken line from the
straits of Byzantium to the confines of Egypt; presenting a
picture of prosperity, only to be paralleled at the present
day by the cities of North America.

If the above remarks may have the effect of throwing
some light on the general course and character of Asiatic
commerce, this will be increased by considermg what were
the principal objects of that traffic i ancient times, com-
pared with the present. We too often find ourselves with-
out the information necessary to follow the course of trade
nto the most remote regions; but when we meet with the
mention of articles which are unquestionably peculiar to
certain countries, we are warranted in concluding that a
cominunication then existed with those countries, though
we may be unable to define its natare and extent. . A piece
of sugar, or a morsel of pepper, in a neglected corner of a
village inn, would be a certain proof of the trade with either
Indies, even if we possessed no other evidence of the com-
merce of the Dutch and Enghsh with those countries.

Notwithstanding the multiplecities of the natural produc-
tions of Asia, I hope to be able to illustrate the principal
articles of her commerce under the following heads.

I. Precious commodities, including gold and silver, as
well as precious stones and pearls.
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I1. Articles used in clothing : woolycotton, silk, and furs.

III. Spices and aromatics.

I. We cannot avoid being struck by the prodigious
abundance in Central Asia of the precious metals, particu-
larly gold, whether in ancient or modern times; and the
proofs of this fact, under the dynasty of the ancient Persians,
no less than that of Arabians and Mongols, are too authentic
to leave room for any reasonable doubt. It has been the
constant taste of the Asiatics to employ their gold, not so
much in coinage, as in ornaments of every sort, and em-
broidery. The thrones of their princes, the furniture of
their palaces, and especially all that belongs to the service
of the royal table, from the time of Solomon to the present
day, have been fashioned of massive gold; their weapons
have been always thus decorated, and dresses, or carpets,
embroidered with gold, have been at all times among the
most valued commodities of the East.'® This splendour was
not a prerogative confined to the Persian monarchs alone,
as if they had bought up the gold in every part of their do-
minions to dazzle the eyes of their subjects. The same
practice prevailed through all the gradations of that system
of despotism. The satraps were comparatively as wealthy
as their master, and their inferior officers again in the like
proportion.® We meet also with occasional instances of
private individuals possessed of immense wealth ; % and, ac-
cording to Herodotus, even a pastoral nation of Eastern Asia
had most of its utensils of gold.#* We are naturally tzmpted
to inquire where the mines were situated from which this
mighty continent was so abundantly supplied with that pre-
cious metal ?

Gold and silver, as far as we know, are exclusively the
productions of mountainous regions, from which they are
sometimes carried down by the torrents which rise there,
and finally collected or washed from the sands in which thev
are deposited.  Flat countries, however much they may be
favoured by nature in other respects, produce no gold ; of

* Compare the account of Crarpiy, ii. p. 370, with Xexopn Cyraop. O,
p- 215. ed. Leuncr. The descriptions given by both authors, of t’}lxe j;ich‘:s
and splendour of the Persian Lings, so closely resemble each other, that they
would seem to have proceeded from the pens of contemporaries.

1 See Herob. i. 192. ® Ibid. vi1 27

# The Massagete, Herob. i, 215. ’
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which the rich alluvial tract of Bengal is an instance, though
the contrary opmion has been entertained by many. On
the other hand, if we follow the great mountain ranges of
Asia, and compare the evidence they afford with the express
testimony of antiquity, we shall be led to the following con-
clusions :

The mountains of Asia appear to become more abundant
in this metal the nearer they approach the east. The west-
ern parts of the continent are sparingly endowed with it;
while it appears to be accumulated in the eastern.

Asia Minor, it is true, contamns the mountain of Tmolus,
the gold of which is carried down by the streams of the
Pactolus and Meeander ; but we have no proof that mines
were ever worked there. The produce, however, of the
gold sand collected there by the process of washing, (and
whick appears to have mainly contributed to fill the treasury
of the Lydian kings,*) seems to have been considerable;
though small 1n comparison with the wealth of other Asiatic
monarchies. The heights of Caucasus, between the Euxine
and the Caspian, contain, it is true, a portion of the precious
metals; but, as far as we know, more silver than gold.*
The former was obtained there by mining, even m times of
remote antiquity: the latter is not mentioned as having
been found there; unless we choose (with some of the an-
cients) to explain, in this sense, the traditional expedition
of Jason in search of the golden fleece.

The centinuation of the cham of Taurus, through Ar-
menia, Media, Hyrcania, and Persia Proper, as far as the
borders of Bactriana, or Great Bucharia, although not aito-
gether devoid of this metal, is by no means rich m it. At
all events we have no evidence from lhistory that mines were
ever worked there with tolerable success.**

The first chain of Asiatic mountains abounding in gold,
appears to commence on the eastern borders of Great Bu-
charia, where the range of Taurus divides inte two branches,
encompassing Little Bucharia and the desert of Cobi. The
streams which, on their descent from these mountains, take
a westerly direction, or, flowing to the east, lose themselves

2 Herop. vi. 125. Cf. STraBO, p. 928.
3 STrABO, p. 826. MuLLER, Sammlung Russ, Geschichten, n. 14.
2 CHARDIN, vol. ii. p. 28.
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in the sands of the desert, all carry down gold ; a proof that
rich veins of that metal exist in the bosom of the mountains ;
accordingly these mountains, as well as the adjacent dis-
tricts of Great Bucharia on one side, and the desert to the
east, have, at all times, been renowned for their productive-
ness in gold ; but especially, as we shall have occasion to
show, during the dynasty of the Persians, the gold of this
country was collected by their tributaries, the inhabitants of
Northern India.*

The more easterly portions of the Tauric range also
abound in gold, as we know to be the case with the moun-
tains of Great Thibet, of China, Siam, Cochin-China, and
Malacca.®® The fact, however, 1s all that we know ; these
countries continuing to be for the most part very imperfectly
explored by Europeans. During the Persian era they were
altogether unknown ; the geography of Herodotus termin-
ating with the desert of Cobi and the adjacent mountains.

We must conclude, therefore, that the only territories of
the southern half of Asia known to the ancients as abound-
ing in gold, were Lydia, and the mountains which form the
boundaries of Great and Lattle Bucharia ; and with respect
to the latter of these two districts, we have the express evi-
dence of Herodotus, that the gold was not only collected by
washing, but by the process of mimmng.” Yet 1t 1s evident
that the produce of these gold countries, however consider-
able, (and the amount may in some degree be estimated by
the tribute paid by the Indians,) bore no proportion to the
quantity of gold then existing in Asia. Whence then were
these treasures derived? Did they come from the south-
easterly parts of the continent already referred to? Or
were the mines of Siberia worked at that early period? Let
us first examine this last supposition.

The discoveries of the Russians have proved that the
range of hills which, under the name of Altai, divide
Siberia from Great Tartary, are not without gold. In this
case also we find a confirmation of the remark already
made, that the eastern branch of these mountains, the high-

* Herop. iii. 102. Cf. Apurcazi, Hist. des Tartares, p. 388 (et ibi not.):
MYLLER, Sammiung Russ. Geschichten, iv.p. 183 ; BRUCE, Mémaoire, p. 123, ete.

% Rocron, Yoyage @ Madagascar et aux Indes, p. 297.

“ HEerop. 1i. 106.
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est and most extensive, is also the most abundant in gold.
The Russian gold mines begin on the other side of the sea
of Baikal, and are situated principally in the province of
Nertchinsk, along the river Onon, which empties itself into
the Amoor ; being worked by the inhabitants of those dis-
tricts, the Daourians and Tungusians.® The Tungusian
country, which les to the east, and is subject to ahina,
contains a continuation of the same chain of mountains,
and has at all times heen celebrated for its productiveness
in gold.®

We have already remarked that the Altaic range, with
the adjacent regions, particularly towards the east, was, in
ancient times, beyond the limits of certain and ascertained
geographical knowledge. We must be content, therefore,
with a probable instead of a positive reply as to the question
whether these mines were anciently worked or not: some
traces, however, of such operations appear as early as the
dynasty of the Persians.

As the first proof, it may be observed that we find many
of the nomad tribes of Northern Asia to have possessed an
abundance of gold, such as the Massagete to the north-east
of the Caspian, whose utensils were made of this metal ; and
still further to the north, the Arimaspians, of whom the
fable was, that they obtained their gold by stealth from the
griffins.

Secondly, Herodotus describes the north of Europe as
being very rich in gold. “In the north of Europe” (he
says) “there appears to be by far the greatest abundance of
gold : where it 1s found I cannot say, except that the Arimas-
pians, a race of men having only one eye, are said to pur-
loin 1t from the griffins. 1 do not, however, believe that
there exists any race of men born with only one eye.”* It

B See GEORGI, Beschreibung aller Nationen des Russischen Retchs, s. 204. By
recent statements we have been furnished with the means of ascertaining the
revenue of the Russian mines, in gold and silver. The former is estimated
at 16001bs. (40 poods), the latter at 50,0001bs. (1250 poods). See the tables
of the classical work of M. VoN HERMANN, On the Importance of the Russian
Mines. As the revenue of these mines is not more than this, even at the

resent day, notwithstanding they are worked scientifically, both in the Ura-
jan and Altaic chain, it 15 probable that anciently it was still less con-
siderable.

® MuLLERr’s Sammlung Russ. Geschichten, ii. 200, ete.

* Herop. 1ii, 116.
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must be remembered that Herodotus considered the Euxine,
the Caspian, and the river Phasis, as the boundaries of
Europe and Asia, and consequently by the north of Europe,
we must understand, in this place, the whole of what we de-
nominate Siberia; the vast extent of which continued un-
known to Herodotus, but concerniug which he believed in
general that it stretched eastward to the centre of Asia, and
consequently exceeded in size that quarter of the globe.
His expression, therefore, “ the north of Europe,” may be
applied also to the north of Asia. If, however, we confine
his meaning to Europe, properly so called, we must beleve
him to refer to the Carpathian mountains, which even at the
present day exceed all the other mountainous parts of
Europe in thewr productiveness of gold, and the Agathyrss,
a nation situated i their vicinity, are described by him as
having abundance of this metal.”  This last interpretation,
however, appears to be contradicted by the fact, that He-
rodotus is contrasting the north with the west of Europe,
and is, therefore, much more probably speaking of Asio,
than of a part of Europe which, relatively to (ircece, might
be considered as lying tc the north-west. It must be added,
that another passage of the historian evidently fixes the
country of the Arimaspians in the north-cast of Asia.®

Thirdly, we know from recent authomty, that in the
Siberian mountains are found a multitude of ancient mines,
where the operations of mining appear to have been carried
on at a very remote period 1n the same manner as at present.
These ancient mines, however, are now nothing more than
mere excavations, like the Daourian mines in the province
of Nertchinsk.* Supposing, however, that our hypothesis
be correct, and that the mines of Siberia were worked at a
very remote period, this fact proves nothing in favour of
those who maintain that the north of Asia was anciently in-
habited by a highly civilized people. On the contrary, 1t
Is easy to perceive that mining operations of the kmd m
question may have been carried on by a rude, and even by
a nomad nation : no sort of scientific knowledge heing re-
quired, nor any thing more than a few simple instruments,
and a determined spirit of gain.

$ Herobp. 1v. 104. 2 Ibid. iv. 27.
¥ GEeorel, Beschrethung, ete. 204,
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At all events, it is evident from the quantity of gold of
which we have proofs under the dynasty of the Persians,
that the intercourse which then subsisted with the gold
countries (whether 1n Southern or Northern Asia, or in
both) was much more considerable than the express testi-
mony of history would lead us to conclude. If 1t should be
thought that Asia, after all, was insufficient to produce so
large a quantity of this metal, the observations which we
shall have occasion to make on its commerce with the gold
countries of Africa will tend to remove this difficulty. But
when we consider the tlourishing condition of the coun-
tries between the Ganges and the Indus during the Persian
period ; when we remember that Persia bordered on Hin-
dustan, and that the communication between them was
open and unimpeded ; it becomes at least no improbable
supposition, that the utmost regions of the East may even
then have contributed their supplies of gold for the general
commerce of the world.

Those who are acquainted with Asia must be still more
surprised with the prodigious quantity of silver which ex-
1sted there, as early as the times of the Persian monarchy.
The tribute was collected in silver, except in the cases of
the Ethiopians and Indians;* and silver used, though not
so abundantly as gold, for purposes of decoration. At the
same time, silver mines are of much rarer occurrence in
Asia than those of gold, and the mountamn district where
this metal 15 found in the greatest abundance is the western
portion of Caucasus, or the country of the Chalybes, which
1s celebrated on this account by the author of the Ihad :®

“ From Alybe remste, whence comes the silver ore.”

The inhabitants of this district have been at all times en-
gaged in mining; and many ages afterwards, when the
Genoese were masters of the Black Sea, they also opened
some mines, of which the traces still continue.® Besides this

* Herop. il. 95. % HoMmER, I/ 1. 856.

¥ MuLLER’s Sammlung Russ. Geschichten,ii. 14. Also on the northern
coast of Asia Minor, near the site of the ancient Amisus (Hodie Samsocn).
See Porter’s Travels, vol. 1i. p. 896. Attempts have been made to work these
mines afresh.
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district, we know that Bactriana anciently possessed silver
mines of very considerable depth.”

Silver 1s also found m the nunes of Siberia, in Chna, or
Southern Asia; but the large annual importations of this
metal from Europe, made m consequence of the lugh price
1t bears in the East, sufliciently prove that it is found there m
very small quantities. We may, therefore, conclude with
certainty, that the greater portion of the silver possessed of
old by the Asiatic nations was mmported ; nor can there be
much question respecting the channel of its importation.

The richest land i silver then known was the south of
Spain, at that time possessed by the Pheenicians.  The latter
derived no less an abundance of this metal from thewr Span-
ish colonies, than the Spaniards have done from their South
American possessions; and by means of their traffic m the
interior of Asia it was dissemiated through all that conti-
nent. The extent of their land-traffic would therefore be
sufficiently proved by the vast abundance of this precious
metal in the Persian empire ; even if there were no express
testimony to the fact.

With respect to the less precious metals, it is sufficient 1n
this place to remark, that the nomad tribes to the east of
the Caspian possessed, even m the time of the Persians, the
use of brass or iron, as is proved by the description Herodotus
has given of their military accoutrements.® Does not this
circumstance give countenance to the supposition, that even
at that period the country between the Arctic mountains
and the Altaic range was not altogether unexplored ?

The taste for precious stones was no less universal in
Asia than that for the precious metals; and may be traced,
as appears by the decorations of the Jewish Lierarchy, to a

% Cresias, Indwca, c. ii.; who asserts that they are deeper than those of
India. Traces of such mines, of great depth, fiom which gold and silver ores
had been extracted, are to be found n the mouatain of Waisli-Kara, i the
territory of Chiwa, near the river Oxus or Jthoon. See A{ly. Geogr. Ephem.
August, 1804, p. 447. Morier assuies us that they are still worked, Z'ravels,
vol.i. p. 238. ‘The same author informs us that the greater part of the silver
met with in Persia comes from the mines of Bucharia and Aderbyan.

® Of the Massagetee Herodotus relates, that they have no 1ron, but are
acquainted with the use of brass, which is very abundant in therr country.

As for the other nations of this (ﬁxarter of Asia, which formed part of the army
1

of Xerxes, he mentions thewr pikes, swords, daggers, ctc., but does not say of
what metal they were made.
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period anterior to the Persian monarchy. They were em-
ployed not only as ornaments, and to embellish furniture,
but still more to be engraved as signets. This usage ap-
pears especially to have prevailed among the Babylonians ; °
every one of whom, according to Herodotus, possessed an
ornament of this description.® It is probable that the Medes
and Persians borrowed this practice from the Babylonians ;
which they carried so far as to ornament the hilts of their
poignards and cimeters, their armlets and chains, their
cloths, and even the accoutrements of their horses, with
precious stones.* We frequently find the sardine stone,
the onyx, the sardonyx, the emerald, and the sapphire, to
have been employed i this manner; but the labours of the
learned have shown the extreme difficulty there is in ascer-
taming the true application of these terms.* Mineralogists
acdmt that the sapphire can be no other than the lapis lazu-
11, but the question 1s more difficult as respects the smarag-
dus, or emerald, which appears to be frequently confounded
with a species of fluor-spar.** The name of sardine stone
uppears to be a generic one, comprehending all the finer
species of hornstones or agates, of various colours, according
to which they appear, in part at least, to have been classed.
The red were denominated cornehans; the white, from re-
sembling the colour of the nail, onyxes; and those com-
pounded of both, sardonyxes.* To the same class belonged
the chalcedony, ete.

The further discussion of such questions I must leave to
nineralogists, and content myself with endeavouring to
pomnt out the quarters from which these precious minerals
were derived. My observations respecting the Carthaginian
commerce may have proved that a great proportion of them,
particularly those denomimated chalcedonies, were obtained

“ Hrron, i. 195. “© Arr1aN. vol vi 29.

# Considerable progress has, however, been miade 1n this respect since the
appearance of the first edition of this work, by the edition of Marbodus de
Gemuus, by BEckmanN, The researches of the Count voN VELTHEIM, in
s vermischite Schriften, and the controversy between MM von KGnLEr and
Bruckaann, have brought the question to nearly as complete a settlement
as appears possible,

“ BECKMANN, Gesch. der Erfind. in. 182, sqq.

“Ibd. m 297, sqq. M. voN Vevrurim, Ueber die Statue des Memnons,
und Neros Smarayd.

“ BruckMaNN, Ueber den Suarder, Onyx und Sardonyz, p. 3.

VOL. I. D
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from the interior of Africa, by means of the caravan-trade of
that nation. It is no less certain that the emerald has been
discovered m the mountains of Upper Egypt, and upon an
island in the Arabian Gulf; and the finest description of
emerald is called by the Persians, the Egyptian. At present
we are only concerned with Asia, which also abounded
these precious stones ; but, as we have had occasion to re-
mark with respect to her gold mines, the eastern parts of
the continent were more plentifully endowed with these
treasures than the western.

According to Tavernier, who has been the first modern
traveller to describe them with accuracy, diamond mines
(properly so called) are first met with on the eastern coast
of Hindustan, in the kingdom of Goleconda.** The antiquity
of these mines 1s very doubtful ; and, as far as I know, dia-
monds, properly so called, are no where mentioned by the
Grecian authors contemporary with the dynasty of the Per-

* TAVERNIER, vol. ii. p. 267, sqq. Tavernier mentions only three diamond
mines; thatat Raolconda near Visiapoor ; that of Coloor, i Circars, at pre-
sent forming part of the British dominion, about fifteen miles from Masuli-
patam, where about sixty thousand men, according to that traveller, were
then employed (Zravels, vol, 1. p. 278) ; and lastly, that at Sumelpoor or
Guel, on'the south-west boundary of Bengal. These are marked upon a map
of Rennel, communicated to me by Blumenbach, together with the following:
One at Gandicotta in the termtory of Tippoo Saib, about ene hundred and
forty miles north-west of Madras, between Goot: and Cuddapah. Another at
Beiragoor, seventy miles south of Sumelpoor or Sumbelpoor, also set down in
Rennell’s map; and a third, at the upper portion of the peninsula near a

lace called Pannah, about seventy miles south-west of Allahabad on the

anges. We are indebted for the best information respecting the present
state of the diamond mines of the peninsula to the lamented Beny. Hryneg,
in his Tracts Historical and Statistical on Indiez, London, 1814 ; see treatise
11. Account of the Dwamond Mines in India. 'The author speaks only of the
mines which he himself visited; in number four or five.. The first lies in
Circars, near the village of Mallevilly, sixteen miles in a direction W. S. W.
from Ellora in Circars. This still belongs to the Nizam. Another near
Cuddaza on the river Pannar, which has been worked for centuries. It is
still worked, but appears almost exhausted. Then comes, at no great dis-
tance, the ehain of hills of Gandicotta, where the mines are little more than
deep pits, the operation of mining being very clumsily carried on, and more
as a matter of chance than science. Respecting the mine of Pannah in
Bengal, the best account is contained in WarTEr HaMiLTon's Descriptron o
Hindustan, vol. ii. p. 325. The diamonds are there separated from the eart
by the process of washing. Though this mine lies within the immediate
possessions of the English, the right of obtaining the diamonds 1s conceded
tothe Rajah. This last mine is the most important to the student of antiquity,
as proving that a diamond mine existed in the parts of India then known to
the ancients. The district of Pannah belon ec{) to the territory of the Prasii,
the most powerful of all the Indian tribes, whose chief town Palibothra, near
Patna, has been looked upon as the capital of all India.



ASIA. 35

sians ; but among the inhabitants of Hindustan they were
used from the most remote period, as I shall have an oppor-
tunity of showing in the portion of my work relative to that
country. As for the other precious stones already enumer-
ated ; a passage among the fragments of a contemporary
wiiter, Cteslas, throws considerable light on the question of
thew origin. ¢ Ctesias,” (says Photius in his Excerpta,) “in
his description of India, speaks of the gigantic dogs of that
country, as well as of the great mountain where the mines
are situated from which the sardine, the onyx, and other
precious stones, are procured, which are used as signet rings.
They occur on the boundaries of the Great Desert, in which,
at the distance of ten days’ journey, is a temple of the Sun.”*
It 1s probable that the mountains here meant are those

on the confines of Little Buchara.# Ctesias, as well as
Hervodotus, describes only the northern part of India, the
part with which the Persians were acquamted, lying east
of Bactriana ; that is, the mountainous range of Mus-tag,
or Imaus, which, as we have already remarked, was fruitful
m oold.  The observations of modern travellers have proved
that these mountains abound also mn other precious minerals,
particularly the lapis lazuli, which is no where else found in
such perfection. Of this we find evidence as early as the
writings of Marco Polo, and the trade in this mineral, and
its high price, have at all times attracted attention.*® The
nussionary Goez, who travelled from India to China through
Lattle Bucharia, in the year 1605, has given us still more
ample information respecting the same. Precious stones,
particularly the jasper and lapis lazuli, form the principal
articles of commerce of this country,” and so profitable is

“ Cresiis, Indica, cap. 5.

¥ On the other hand, the Count voN VELTHEIM, in his Treatise On the
Onyx-mountains of Ctesas, (Sammlung vermischt. Schriften, i1 p. 237,) en-
deavours to prove that by these are meant the Bala-Ghaut, not far from Be-
rodh in the Deccan. In my observations on the commerce of the Babylonians,
I shall have occasion to return to this subject. I do not mean to deny that
snyxes may have been obtained from this quarter, but T do not believe it to
be the mountain to which Ctesias must be understood to refer.

% Marco Poro, apud Ramus. ii. 10: compare ABvuLcazI-Kuaw, Hist. des
Tartares, 388, 416, and BEckMANN, 1. c.

© Allgemeine historie der Reisen zmu Wasser und zu Lande, B. vii. p. 544,
549. According to Gorz this must be the celebrated stone Y or Yu-she,
(thus it ought to be written, mstead of Zu-she,as is observed in a note,) of

which, according to a recent author, (HacEr, Panthéon Chinows, p. 82,) the
Vasa Murrking are made. But the name of Yu appears to be as indeter-

D 2
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this trade as speedily to enrich those who prosecute it. We
gain by tlus a proof, that as early as the Persian monarcly
Lattle Bucharia was the seat of an active commerce; and
the mention of a temple of the Sun in the midst of the de-
sert of Cobi, (by which, agreeably to oriental usages, we
must understand a caravanserai, erected under the protection
of a neighbourmg temple,) affords us perhaps the earliest
indication of a trade with China.

Lastly, pearls have been at all times esteemed one of the
most valued commodities of the East. Their modest splen-
dour and simple beauty appear to have captivated the ori-
entals, even more than the dazzling brillianey of the diamond,
and have made them (probably in consequence of some se-
cret sympathy) at all times the favourite ornament of despotic
princes.  In the West, the passion for this elegant luxury
was at its height about the period of the extinction of Ro-
man freedom ; and they were valued, in Rome and Alex-
andra, as highly as precious stones. In Asia this taste was
of more ancient date, and may be traced to a period anterior
to the Persian dynasty ; nor has it ever declined. A string
of pearls of the largest size, is an indispensable part of the
decorations of an eastern despot: it was thus that Tippeo
was adorned when he fell before the gates of his capital ;
and 1t is thus that the present ruler of the Persians 1s usual-
ly decorated. It is well known that at present pearls are
fished up principally in the Persian Gulf, and along the
shores of Ceylon, and of the peninsula of Hindustan ; and
these also appear to have been the quarters from which they
were derived of old. Nearchus, the commander of Alexan-
der’s fleet, makes mention of a pearl-fishery off the islands
in the Persian Gulf, observing, ““that pearls were fished up
here as well as m the Indian Ocean ;" hy which last ex-
pression we must, beyond question, understand the strait
between Taprobana or Ceylon, and the southernmost pomnt
of the mainland of India, Cape Comorin; whence Eu-
ropeans, at present even, derive their principal supplies of
these costly natural productions.

It is & much more difficult, but at the same time more

minate among the Chinese as that of several precious stones among ourselves.
See Mémowres concernant les Chanows, vol. vi. p. 259 : from which 1t 1s evident
that stones of all colours were thus denominated by the Chinese,

% ARrrIANI Indica, p. 194, ed. STEPH.
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important point, to ascertain the various materials for
clothing which were then known to the Fast; not that there
1s any lack of passages in ancient authors referring to this
topic, but because the expressions employed are not so
technically accurate as to enable us to determine with cer-
tanty the article meant. At the same time, some of the
most Important questions respecting Asiatic commerce de-
pend upon our iterpretation of these passages. Materials
for clothing, either raw or manufactured, have at all times
been one of the most important articles of exportation pro-
duced by the East, to which we are indebted for the most
costly of these commodities. Besides cotton and silk, at
one time peculiar to her, the East produces the finest wool,
camels’ hair, and that of the Angora goat, and hemp, at least
equal to any known m Europe. The value of these ma-
terials has been at all times greatly enhanced by the beauty
of the dyes, in wlich the East always surpassed the rest of
the world ; possessing a variety of the materials for dyeing
such as no other region can boast.

The above subjects would require each of them a separate
treatise to enable us to do them justice: in a general work
like the present, nothing more than the general results of
such inquiries can be looked for.

There 1s no doubt that the use of cotton, as early as the
Persian monarchy, was not only known in Asia, but very
extensively adopted ; of which Herodotus himself furnishes
proofs. He was aware that it came from India, where it
formed the habitual dress of the inhabitants ;* and mentions
it 1n several parts of his work, as being worn by the Egyp-
tians and Persians, as well as the Indians. The sindones
byssine of the Persians,” were ccrtainly cotton garments, as
appears from a passige of Theophrastus presently to be
cited ; and Herodotus mforms us that the Egyptians
wrapped their mummies in cerements made of the same
stuff ;* which assertion is best illustrated hy recent ob-
servations made on existing mummues, proving these cere-
ments to be of cotton.*

8 Herop. ui. 106. “The trees in their woods bear a s(gecies of wool, which

for beauty and goodness surpasses that of the sheep. The Indians use this

for clothing.”
2 Herop, vi. 181, 3 IIgroD. i1 86. (swddvog Buoaivys reNapdot.)

% BLUMENBACH, Observations on some Eygyptian Mummaes, p. 12.
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If we add, that Herodotus appears, particularly when
describing the dress of the Egyptian priests,” to have used
the term linen to express cotton, we may conclude that the
use of dresses of this material was very generally adopted
even beyond the confines of India. To these proofs must
be added the decisive testimony of an excellent writer and
naturalist, Theophrastus ; belonging indeed to a later epoch,
but contemporary with Aristotle and Alexander, and who
probably derived his information from more direct sources,
perhaps from the testimony of Nearchus.®® He tells us,
“That in the 1sland of Tylos, situated in the Persian Gulf,
are large plantations of the cotton tree, (Gossypiwm arbo-
rewm, Linn.,) from which arec manufactured clothes called
sindones, of very different degrees of value, some beng
costly, others less expensive. The use of these is not con-
fined to India, but extends to Arabia” (meaning, it is pro-
bable, Babylonia, or Irak-Arabi). After these express testi-
monies, no further evidence appears necessary to prove the
universal use of cotton at that period. It is true that
Herodotus tells us that India was 1ts native soil, but it ap-
pears to have been also cultivated in the islands of the Per-
sian Gulf, in Arabia, and probably in Egypt; and that the
manufacture of it formed a considerable branch of ancient
commerce.”

It 15 much more difficult to determine whether the use of
silk as an article of dress was then known to the East; and
to what extent it prevailed. Neither Herodotus, nor any
other writer contemporary with the Persian empire, men-
tions by name either the silk-worm or the stuffs manufac-
tured from its thread. The term of Serica, the name of the
Seres, afterwards so famihar, were then urknown, and Strabo
is the first Grecian geographer, of those whose works have
come down to us, by whom they are alluded to. Yet we
are not without evidence which makes it highly probable
that an extcnsive use of silks may have existed in Asia from
a very remote period.

* Herop. ii. 37. The express testimony of other authors would prove
that the dress of the Egyptian priests was not of linen but of cotton. Cf.
FosTEer, De Bysso, p. 85.

* Tugopn. Hist. Plant. iv. 9.

# An excellent account of the different species of cotton trees known to
the ancients may be found in Foster, De Bysso dAntiguarum, p. 38, sqq.
Compare BECKMANN's Beitrage sur Waaren-kunde, i.
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If it were certain that the Hebrew words translated “silk »
in the Old Testament, really had this signification, we should
need no further proof of this fact. 'Who does not remem-
ber, from Luther's version, “the silken curtains of the temple,
the silken cords of the tabernacle, and the silken garments of
the men of Tyre?” But as the true rendering of the original
in these cases cannot be determined with certainty, and as
most interpreters deny the possibility of silk being meant,
we are compelled to seek for other evidence. Let the fol-
lowing observation be premised.

It 1s incorrect to suppose that the silk-worm with which
we are familiar is the only animal of the species whose la-
bours are capable of being converted into an article of dress,
and actually are so employed. Asia produces a variety. of
insects of the same class, and there is no doubt that the web
of many of them was used, even in ancient times, as a ma-
terial for clothing.®® But when we consider that the descrip-
tions of the insect in question are seldom scientifically exact,
and incapable of bemng so, we may clearly perceive the diffi-
culty of defining whether, by the term Bombyx, is meant
the insect with which we are acquainted, or another. How-
ever interesting, therefore, this question may be to the natu-
ralist, it is of less importance to the historian of ancient
commerce, who may well be content with more general
conclusions.

The first Grecian author who has made mention of the
silk-worm, and described its metamorphosis, is Aristotle in
his Natural History.® His account, however, does not tally
with the silk-worm known in Europe, and it is probable that
he had another species in view, though his commentators
are by no means agreed on this point. He tells us that the
web of this insect was wound off by women, and afterwards
woven, and names a certain Pamphyle, of Cos, as the in-
ventress of this art. Whence then was the raw material
derived? The Grecian philosopher does not expressly in-
form us, but Pliny,® who has translated his words, and per-
haps had a more accurate copy before him than we possess,
speaks of Assyrian, that is, Asiatic silk, and interprets i

* WaLTER HamirTon, Descr yteon of Hindustan, p. 29, relates the same in

his account of Bengal, in the present day.
* Aristor. IIzst%Vat. v. 19. ® PrINy, xi. c. 22, 23.
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this manner the obscure expressions of Aristotle. ¢ The
Grecian women,” he say~, “unravel the silken stuffs imported
from Asia, and then weave them anew; whence that fine
tissue, of which frequent mention 1s made by the Roman
poets under the name of Coan vests.” A celebrated scholar
understands this passage as implymg that all the Asatic
garments, described as silken, were m fact only half com-
posed of silk, and supposes that the Grecian women sepa-
rated the two materials of which they consisted, and that,
the cotton woof having been withdrawn, the texture was
filled up with silk alone: ® an interpretation which, though
favoured by the passage of Pliny, 1s inconsistent with the
expressions of Aristotle, as they have come down to us.”

However this may be, and whether the silk was derived
from the insect with wlich we are acquamted, or another,
it is certamn that a trade with Asia n silk existed as carly as
the days of Anistotle; as stuffs of that material were to be
found even in Greece, though perhaps m small quantities.
As for the extent and magnitude of this commerce 1n the
interior of Asia, it will be sufficiently 1llustrated by what I
have occasion to say respecting certain dresses, which I
consider to have been of silk, namely, those denominated
Median. These dresses were not worn by the Medes alone,
but adopted from them by the Persians, and again the cus-
tom was borrowed from them by several neighbouring na-
tions, whose costume Herodotus has described. If we were
only sure that these dresses, so often alluded to, were really
of silk, the antiquity and extent of the Asiatic trade m that
article would be at once manifest: and if we suppose that,
instead of being entirely of silk, they were only half silk, (as
1s the case in many countries of the East,) still these particu-
lars would remain equally certain.

On these points, however, we must not expect more
than a certain degree of probability. In the absence of any
express contemporaneous authority, we are left to conclude,

¢ FosTER, De Bysso Antiq. p. 16.

@ SaLmasius (ad Solinum, p. 101) has shown that Plinv misunderstood
Anstotle, and put a construction of his own upon his words. The Greek,
“Ta Bopfixa dvakovor al ywvaikee dvarnuifopéva kgwara vpdvova,” means
nothing more than, «females wind off the web of the <lk-w orm, and then
weave the threads ;” not, as Pliny would interpret 1t, “unravel the texture
of the dress, and then weave 1t over agamn.”
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from a comparison of various circumstances, that the dresses
in question were of slk. It is elear, from the testimony of
contemporary authors, that these Medish dresses formed a

eculiar description of clothimg, distmguished above all
other articles of dress with winch the Greeks were acquaint-
ed, by the beauty, the vartety, and, as it were, the play and
splendour of their colonrs.”  The use of them was confined
to the rich and great, and accounted an article of luxury.
A Medish robe and cimeter, a chain of gold, and a richly
caparisoned horse, were the customary marks of cistinction
bestowed on thewr favourites by the kings of Persia; just
as at present is the caftan, which also is always of slk.® It
may also be observed, that the same dresses which were
denominated by the Greeks Median, were styled by Roman
poets Assyriwan.® Now it is unquestionable, that by the
latter werc meant silken dresses, Assyria, ike Media, bemng
the term employed by writers imperfectly acquainted with
its geography, to denote the whole of Central Asia, whence
silken stufls were derived; these writers neither knowmg
nor suspeeting that they came from a distance so immense
as Serica, properly so called, on the confines of China, or
even from China itself. To these arguments must be added
the express testimony of a credible, though more recent
author. Procopius,® speaking of the mtroduction of silk
into Europe, says, “ From this web are manufactured the
dresses which the Greeks denominated Median, and which
are now called Seric (or silken).” To myself these proofs
appear conclusive, but I leave the point for others to decide ;
abstaining in this, as in every other part of my work, from
maintaining as a certainty what, after all, may be hypothe-
tical. I hope to recur once more to this question.

The finest description of wool, manufactured principally
in Babylonia and the Pheenician states, was the production
of many parts of Asia. Herodotus” himself has given us
a description of the Arabian sheep, distinguishing the two
sorts of which the breed is composed, that with a long, and

. @ Zenopn. Cyrop. Opp. p. 213.
7 ¢ XENOPH. Anab. i p. 249. Compare the accurate description of the
Persian Khilat in Morigr, Travels, vol. 1. p. 93; and the immutability of
Asiatic customs will very strikingly appear.
% See the quotations agud FosTER, loc. cit.

% Procopr. Persic.i. 1 ¢ Herop, i 113
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that with a broad tail. In the mountains also of Northern
India, the district of Belur, or the vicinity of Cashmire,
were found then, as at present, large flocks of sheep, which
constituted the wealth of the inhabitants;® and no one
acquainted with ancient history needs to be reminded of
the rich fleeces of the sheep of Asia Minor, particularly
those in the territory of Miletus. The Milesian wool was
accounted by the Greeks the finest of all ; probably because
they confounded with the native fleeces of Miletus the wool
of Arabia and Central Asia exported from that city.

There are also abundant proofs that another branch of
trade, now of great importance, that of furs, not only ex-
isted in the times of which we are speaking, but had at-
tained considerable importance. Supposing it to have been
less important than it is at present, the cause was not so
much from want of acquaintance with the fur countries, as
that the temperate climates enjoyed by the then civilized
nations of the world rendered this article of dress unneces-
sary. The Grecian colonies to the north of the Euxine
formed, however, an exception to this rule. They drew
supplies of peltry, the skins of the otter and beaver, from
the very interior of Russia,® and possibly even from the
shores of the Baltic, and easily disposed of them in the
neighbouring country of Thrace, the inhabitants of which
were principally clothed in furs. It'may be observed, that
the Amazons are also occasionally represented in sculpture
as thus habited, or rather (which 1s observable) loosely
arrayed in furs. The use of. them would appear to be in
general a matter of luxury as well as necessity, even in
warm climates, as it continues to be at present among the
Turks. In his account of the army of Xerxes, Herodotus
enumerates several nations habited in the skins of animals,
as, for instance, various tribes from the east and north-east
of the Caspian Sea, and adjoining the Sea of Aral ; such as
the Caspii, the Utiy, etc.; as well as the inhabitants of the
rugged mountainous tract on the south-east boundary of
Great Bucharia, the Pactyes of Belur-Land, and others.”

The third grand division of Asiatic merchandise is that of
spices and aromatics. These commodities belong not to

% CTESIAS, Xiil 22, ® Herop. iv. 109. * Tbid. vii. 67 sqq.
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Europe, and_yet were used there in enormous quantities as
early as the Persian dynasty. Not only among the Greeks,
but in every other country not in a state of barbarism, it
was the established opinion that no sacrifice could be offered
without frankincense; and if we form to ourselves only a
general idea of the vast quantities of this aromatic which
must in consequence have been daily consumed on the altars
of so many cities and nations, we may easily perceive that
this commerce must have been one of the most extensive and
most lucrative of ancient times.

Arabia, especially towards the south, was the native
country of frankincense and the other most valuable aro-
matics ; but the opposite coasts of Africa also abounded in
the same. We are indebted to the father of history for an
exact description of the different species of these produc-
tions, as well as for pointing out the channels through which
they were conveyed to the states of the West. We shall find
in the sequel that the great maritime cities of Pheenicia™
were the principal points of exportation, but it is probable
that a still larger quantity was conveyed across the Persian
Gulf into the interior of Asia. The rites and sacrifices of
the disciples of Zoroaster gave a prodigious stimulus to this
traffic; and we have instances on record of an almost in-
credible expense incurred, on the occasion of solemn festi-
vals or funerals, in the article of aromatics.

Of the spices used by the ancients, cinnamon was the
most esteemed. At the present day it is found only in the
East Indies, but it is difficult to say whether the same was
the case anciently. Some very credible authors assert that
it was then found in Arabia also: but a comparison of the
evidence of others, particularly of the admirable Herodotus,
makes it probable that it only passed through Arabia, in
consequence of the commercial relations between India and
that country, which we shall have occasion more fully to
develop in the sequel.

The object of the present general observations has been
to throw some light on the principal articles of the ancient
commerce of Asia, preparatory to the more accurate in-
quiries which are to follow. In proportion as our ideas on

" See the section on the commerce of the Pheenicians.
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the subject are apt to be too narrow, it is incumbent on the
historian to extend them gradually ; that conclusions which
are, in fact, the results of careful mvestigation, mmay not as-
sume the appearance of striking but unfounded assertions.

The great mfluence which diversity or similarity of lan-
guage has on the mutual ntercourse of nations, makes 1t
necessary to advert to this subject with reference to the
Persian period. This influence must have been greater of
old than it 1s at present; no languages at that time beng so
universally disseminated as to form the media of communi-
cation abroad as well as at home; at a time also when the
separation between different races was much more absolute
and complete, and a stranger was not unfrequently at once
looked upon and treated as an enemy. The data wlich the
Grecian historians have supphed on this subject are, 1t is
true, more scanty than might have been desired; but we
cannot wonder at this when we consider the contemptuous
manner 1 which the Greeks were accustomed to speak of
the barbaric languages.

The topography (as it may be termed) of the different
languages of Asia, must be viewed in connexion with the
diversities of the natural character of the continent. In
certain districts of no very large extent occurred a variety
of languages completely dissimilar; and, on the other hand,
extensive regions might be traversed throughout which the
same language prevailed, with occasional variations in its
dialects. The first was the case in nearly all the mountain-
ous districts, where a number of independent tribes were
established ; and also on the sea-coasts, which were naturally
the first places to be occupied by foreign settlers of various
origin.  On the other hand, the more widely-prevalent lan-
guages were disseminated through the vast plains which form
the interior of Asia. Here also we may remark that the
same great ranges of mountains or mighty streams which
formed the boundaries of different kingdoms, became also
the limits of different languages. One speech prevailed
from the ZEgean to the Halys ; another from the Halys to

the Tigris ; and again, another from the Tigris to the Indus
and the Oxus.™

 The proofs on which the following conclusions are grounded are to be
found in my treause, De Linguarwm dswaticarum tn Persarum Imperio Cog-
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In the interior of Asia Minor, as far as the Halys, the
prevailing speech was the ancient Phrygian, which even in
the tune of the Greeks was looked upor as one nf the oldest
of known languages, the Phrygians themselves bemg con-
sidered one of the most ancient races of that part of the
world. It appears, according to the best information we
possess, to have been a branch of the Armenian, which, in
the time of the Persian monarchy, 1t unearly resembled.
Agreeably to the usual progress of population, it would ap-
pear that the Armenians descended from thewr mountains
and spread over the subjacent plains of Asia Minor.” The
coasts, however, of that peninsula were occupied by settlers
of more recent origin. In the rich commercial citics, which
lined the shores of Asia Minor, the Grecian longuage was
as habitually spoken as Enghsh now is in the states of
North America. The origmal speech of the country ap-
pears, however, to have been the Carian, and its dialects ;
the Lydians, Mysians, and inhabitants of Caria, properly so
called, all speaking dialects of the same general language.
The northern half of the peninsula was occupied by colonies
of Thracians, who settled in Bithynia and carried with
them their native language ; their territory extending as far
as the river Parthenius, which separated them from the
Paphlagonians, who spoke a lunguage of their own; 1f 1t
were not rather a dialect of the Phrygian. A still greater
variety of languages appears to have prevailed in the moun-
tamous region on the south of the penmsula. m Pisidia,
Pamphylia, and Cilicia: but with respect to these we pos-
sess no accurate information.

This perpetual change of language ceases as soon as we
cross the river Halys and enter upon Cappadocia, compre-
hending the country afterwards called Pontus. On the
castern bank of this river began the empire of a mighty
language, which was spoken from the Halys eastward as far
as the Tigris, and from the heights of Caucasus to the

natume ot Varietate, which appeared n vol. xii. of the Comment. der Gtt.
Sooet , an abstract of which may be found m my Ihstor ical TWorks, vol. ni.
p 327, wyq [ consider this the proper place to mdicate several learned ve-
«archi s, of which I can only state the results 1 the present work.

Hiron, vii. 73. He makes, however, the Aimenians a colony of the
Phrygrans, and represents the latter as one of the most ancient of nations,
aad as aaving nngrated from Thiace.
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southern coast of Arabia; and which, with some variations,
preserves cvery where a distinctive and original character,
being usuallystyled the Semitic. Its dialects were the Cappa-
docian, in the western countries on the banks of the Halys ;
the Syman, between the Mediterranean and the Euphrates ;
and the Assyrian, on the farther side of the Tigris, m
Kurdistan, or the ancient Adiabene; the Chaldwean, in
Babylonia ; the Hebrew and Samaritan, in Palestine ; the
Pheenician, in the maritime cities of Pheenicia and thewr
extensive colonies; and lastly, the Arabic, extending not
only over the whole of the Arabian peninsula, but also over
the steppes of Mesopotamia, which have at all times been
frequented by wandering hordes of Arabs. Several of these
dialects still survive ; with others we are acquanted only
through their literary fragments; and it cannot be doubted
that at some remote period, antecedent to the commence-
ment of historical records, one mighty race possessed these
vast plams, varying in character according to the nature of
the country which they inhabited ; in the deserts of Arabia
pursuing a nomad life; in Syria applying themselves to
agriculture, and taking up settled abodes; in Babylonia
erecting the most magnificent cities of ancient times ; and in
Pheenicia opening the earliest ports, and constructing fleets
which secured to them the commerce of the known world.
The boundary of these Semitic dialects was the Tigris, 1f
we except another language of the same origin which ap-
pears to have prevailed in Assyria, properly so called. On
the farther side of that river began the Persian dialects, so
far differing from the Semitic, not only in their vocabulary
and phraseology, but also in their elements and construction,
that 1t is impossible to consider them as belonging to the
samerace. Notwithstanding the long-continued and various
relations in which the Greeks stood to the Persians, the in-
formation they have preserved for us respecting these par-
ticulars 15 so scanty as to be of no essential service to the
historian. We are indebted for more important information
to the recovered Zendavesta, and the fortunate researches
of Anquetil Duperron.™ By means of these, we are made

" Compare (till chance <hall have furnished us with a more complete
vocabulary of the Zend, the Pehlvi, and the Par:i) the dissertations of
KLEURER, appended to the Zendurestn
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acquainted, not only with the names of several dialects of
the ancient Persian, but also with some of their literary re-
mains, and vocabularies; for mstance, the Zend, or language
of ancient Media, m which the books of Zoroaster were
originally composed ; the Pehlvi, spoken in the southern
districts, bordermg on Assyria and Babyloma; and the
Parsi, or ancient Persian, which appears to have acquired
extended mfluence under the dominion of the Persians
and to have swallowed up, as it were, the other dialects. A’
comparison of these various modes of speech proves them
to have been distinguished by many shades of difference,
yet displaying such a resemblance in their construction as
well as thew phraseology, as to show the dialects them-
selves, as well as the nations which used them, to have been
derved from the same origm.

Herodotus himself has remarked a striking variety in the
languages of the nomad tribes of Central and Northern Asa.
The Grecian merchants who travelled from the commercial
cities on the Black Sea, through what 1s now called the
Kipchak, to the countries north of the (aspran, and so on to
Great Bucharia, were obliged to take with them seven in-
terpreters, having occasion to pass through as many nations
speaking different languages.™

Notwithstanding tlus diversity, it cannot be doubted that
some languages were very widely disseminated over these
mughty plains, when we consider the vast extension of cer-
tam races, the Seythian, for mstance, and Sarmatian, which
wandered in these regions, and retained, amudst all the
variety of thewr dialects, a mode of speech which charac-
terized and distingwished the whole race; especially when
we reflect that the hordes belonging to each race undoubt-
edly descended from a common origin.

The greatest diversity appears to have prevailed, then as
now, 1n the mountamous region of Caucasus. The great
number of small and large tribes who inhabited these dis-
tricts, to which they had been drawn partly by war, but
more generally by the active commerce which prevailed
there, brought with them a variety of dialects.” Strabo
assures us that m the smgle city of Dioscurias, on the
castern borders of the Euxine, on occasion of the great

> HeroD iv. 24, * Herob. 1. 203.
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market held there, no less than seventy different dialects™
might beheard. Xenophon confirms this statement by
some particulars incidentally mentioned in his account of
the Retreat of the Ten Thousand. In Armenia, he was still
able to make himself understood by means of his Persian
interpreter ; but as he approached the shores of the Euxine
he fell in with as many different dialects as there were tribes
settled there.™

The Semitic and the Persian were, therefore, the princi-
pal languages of Asia; the latter being spoken as far as the
Indus. Our knowledge of the languages prevalent on the
other side of that river is, as yet, too defective to enable us
to speak with any thing like certainty. Possibly 1t may be
reserved for our own age to arrive at important conclusions
on this subject, if the affimty between the Zend and the
Sanscrit, the sacred languages of Persia and Hindustan,
should be established—:3f the spirit of discovery which
characterizes the British nation, should succeed n rescuing
from oblivion some more remains of ancient Indian htera-
ture, and a second Anquetil Duperron present the public
with the sacred books of the Brahmans, with the same suc-
cess that his predecessor has illustrated those of the Paisees.

Another fact, suggested by the languages of Asia and the
ancient dialects of Persia, is too important to be passed over
in silence. Not only in the Persian terntory, but m other
parts of Eastern Asia, particularly the two Indian penin-
sulas, we find languages which still subsist, mixed up with
others which are preserved to us only in a few written re-
mains. To this class belong, in Persia, the Zend and Pehlw,
already mentioned ; in Hindustan, the celebrated Sanscrit,
as well as the Pali in the Burman peninsula. It is not,
however, our present business to discuss the mutual rela-
tions of these languages, nor thewr degrees of afhmity, but
only their genera! characters and origin.

Languages can, of course, be formed and extended only
by means of oral use, though their subsequent cultivation
may be the effect of writing and literature. The dead
languages also of Asia must, therefore, at one time have
been spoken; even if this were not fully attested by the
circumstance, that several hiving languages appear to have

” STRrABO, p. 761. * Xevorm. .{nab. 1v. Op p. 340.
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been derived from them. Many reasons may be assigned
why they ceased to be spoken. The modifications neces-
sarily ingrafted on a widely-diffused language, communica-
tion with foreigners, and still more, subjugation to a foreign
yoke, all these, and the like causes, may so corrupt a lan-
guage, as to give birth to new dialects, capable of even a
still higher degree of cultivation. To enable the old lan-
guage In any degree to maintain its ground, it is necessary
that it should derive support from the institutions of religion,
which are usually preserved in the more ancient speech.
Consequently it assumes in the eyes of the multitude a still
higher character, as being a sacred language ; and this is
especially the case, when there exist in that language cer-
tain sacred books, on which the religion is founded. These
frequently contain not only the doctrines but the prayers
peculiar to that mode of worship, and thus prove the prin-
cipal means of preserving from complete decay a language
which has ceased to be spoken. When we consider that in
some countries the priests formed a separate caste, we per-
ceive the necessity these were under of making themselves
acquainted with the language of their sacred records; such
knowledge becoming among them a learned study. It is
well known that this is true of the dead languages of Asia ;
and even when, as is apt to be the case, the great body of the
priesthood shun the labour of learning, and content them-
selves with reciting formularies which they do not understand,
yet the sacred writings are no less certainly preserved, and
it can scarcely fail to happen, that some individuals at least
will take the pains to become acquainted with their contents.

Strange as it may appear, we have narrowly escaped wit-
nessing a renewal of the same phenomenon in the west of
Europe ; most of the living languages of which are evident-
ly the offspring of the same deceased mother, the Latin.
They sprang from the corruption of the parent stock, be-
came independent, and were cultivated by means of the
literature of the nations which spoke them. The Latin,
however, still kept 1ts ground, as the organ of public prayer;
and even the Scriptures continued to be read in that lan-
guage. None but ecclesiastics understood it, or rather pro-
fessed to understand it, consequently it appears to have been
on the point of becoming a sacred language, like those of

VOL. I E
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the East already mentioned. Two circumstances interfered
to prevent this: the revival of classical literature in Italy, in
the fourteenth century, and its extensive cultivation, so as
to furnish a sort of universal language to all the upper
classes; and secondly, the Reformaticn, which by encou-
raging the practice of preaching and translating the Scrip-
tures 1n the vulgar tongue, gradually did away with the use
of Latin among protestants, and, out of the church, among
catholics also.

Our present object has been merely to notice this fact
with regard to certain Asiatic languages. We shall have
occasion to attend to them more in detail when we come to
survey each nation individually.

Though we are indebted to modern discoveries for an ac-
quaintance with the whole of Asia, yet a much larger por-
tion than we are apt to suppose, was known to the Greeks as
early as the dynasty of the Persians. They were acquaint-
ed with the whole extent of the Persian empire, from the
Meéditerranean Sea to the Indus, and as far as the desert
bordering Lattle Bucharia. We find in Herodotus traces
of a no less extensive knowledge of the plains of Central
Asia, the steppes of the Mongols and Tartars, and of the
hordes by which they were traversed, especially those in
the vicinity of the Caspian. The northern and eastern parts
of the continent alone continued to be involved in obscurity,
illumined by some scattered rays of light, which afford
grounds for hoping a more complete elucidation of the sub-
ject. Of the various tribes of Asia, those alone can attract
our attention, which have been distinguished not merely as
savage conquerors, but as civilized and commercial nations.
The Persians, as the ruling people, justly deserve our first
regard, and a knowledge of their empire and its mstitutions
will afford a standard by which to measure those of the
other great monarchies established in ancient or modern
times in Asia. The Indians still continue in a sort of re-
mote obscurity. The Pheenicians and Babylonians, as the
great commercial and manufacturing nations of this part ot
the world, next demand our observation. Under the head
of the Scythians, we shall endeavour to collect all the inform-
ation we possess respecting the nomad tribes of Central Asia,
and the caravan commerce carried on through their country.



PERSIANS,






PERSIANS.

TrE Persians have taken more pains than almost any other
nation to preserve their records i writing ; yet it has been
their fate, in common with most other nations of antiquity,
to be indebted for the stability of their fame to foreign his-
torians. Notwithstanding the pains they took to register
the acts of their government, the original doeuments of their
history, with a few accidental exceptions,® have altogether
perished ; and the inscriptions of Persepolis, like the hiero-
glyphics of the Egyptians, will in a manner have outlived
themselves, unless a complete key be discovered to the al-
phabet in which they are composed. The relations, how-
ever, of the Persians with foreign nations, procured them
contemporary historians out of other countries, some of
whom were at the pamns and expense of making researches
in Asia itself, in order to be adequately informed on every
pomnt. Some of these were Jews, others Greeks : of the
former, the sacred annalists Ezra and Nehemiah,® with some
of the later prophets: of the latter, Herodotus, Ctesias,
Xenophon, and Arran. The latter borrowed his materials
almost word for word from the accounts of two of Alexan-
der’s generals, Aristobulus and Ptolemy Lagus,® and in this
respect may be considered as entitled to the rank of a con-
temporary writer and eye-witness of the downfal of the
Persian monarchy. The value of this history is enhanced

! See the edicts of the Persian kings, in the books of Ezra and NEsEMIAH,

2 To these must be added the book of EsTHER, which contains a true pic-
ture of the manners of the Persian court.

® That 1s, 1n his principal work, De Expeditione Alezandr: Magni. In s
Tndica he followed Nearchus, the commander of Alexander’s fleet, the jov_amal
of whose voyage from the mouths of the Indus to the Euphrates he has given.
The Periplus Maris Erythre is the work of another Arrian ; the composition
(1t is probable) of some merchant and traveller of the second century, and
consequently inapplicable to the purposes of the present work.
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by the critical judgment by which it is distinguished, mak-
ing it one of the most valuable sources of information to the
student in ancient Persian history. The celebrated account
of the Retreat of the Ten Thousand, by Xenophon, is full
of valuable details respecting the interior of the Persian
empire, though the main design of the work was to record
military events; nor is the Cyropeedia less mstructive : the
only composition of the Greeks which breathes an oriental
sprit ! The Cyrus of Xenophon is a characteristic portrait,
sketched after the imaginary features of a Jemsheed, a
Gushtasp, and other heroes of the East, clothed in a romantic
dress, which could only have been borrowed from that re-
gion. Though occasionally the Socratic philosopher and
the Greeian commander may be at times too plainly discern-
ible in the historian of Cyrus, yet his work continues to be
a masterpiece, no less valuable to the historian, who is pre-
pared to tse 1t with judgment, than to the man of taste.
Ctesias-dived as a physician at the court of Artaxerxes,
the same prince against whom Xenophon was engaged in
the army of his younger brother. His confidence gained
him access &ven to the archives of the Persians, from which,
with the dssistance of some oral information, he gathered
materials for his Persian History, in twenty-three books.
Of this work we unfortunately possess only a few fragments,*
together With some jejune extracts, for which we are indebt-
ed to the industry of the patriarch Photius. Had his work
cottie down to us entire, Ctesias would have ranked with
Hetodotus, who at present holds the highest place.
Herodotus, it is true, visited Asia rather as an observant
traveller than an historian ; but his love of knowledge and
unwearied curiosity—his sound judgment, his candour and
simplicity, so conspicuous in every part of his work, (quali-
ties which are the readiest and surest introductions a travel-
ler can have,)—procured him access to the same authorities
from which Ctesias derived his mformation. He has indeed
no where expressly informed us that he drew his knowledge
of Asiatic history from written records, but the attentive
observer cannot fail to remark a multitude of particulars
which could scarcely be derived from any other source.

* Usually annexed to the editions of Herodotus.
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It is obvious that the credibility of these authors (except
as far as they may speak from their own observation, or re-
peat the oral testimony of others) must be dependent on
the character and value of such written documents. In
what then did these consist? and what was the nature of
the Persian archives, of which we often hear, without re-
ceiving any accurate account of their origin and character ?
Oriental history should of course commence with this ques-
tion, the solution of which is indispensable to all critical
examination of past events; and the historian is bound to
take care that his readers should not, from European asso-
ciations, receive impressions inapplicable to the state of
things in Asia.

The Persians had not, as far as we know, any historical
poet; far less any historian, properly so called; a want
common to all the East. The sort of history they did pos-
sess was closely connected with their polity, and a fruit of
their despotic government, and of the almost idolatrous re-
spect in which their kings were held. Whatever their
monarchs said or did was of course worthy of being recorded;
and to this intent his person was usually surrounded by scribes
or secretaries, whose office it was to register all his words and
actions. They were in almost constant attendance on the
sovereign, and especially when he appeared in pubhe.
They are repeatedly mentioned, on very dissimilar occasions,
by Jewish as well as Grecian writers. They attended the
monarch on occasion of festivals,® of public reviews,®.and
even 1n the midst of the tumult of battle,” and noted down the
words which fell from him on such occasions. To them
also was committed the task of reducing to writing the
commands and ordinances of the king, which, according to
the custom of the East, were recorded from the mouth of
the monarch, and being sealed with his signet, were imme-
diately despatched according to their destination.

This institution was not peculiar to the Persians, but
prevailed among all the principal nations of Asia. The
king’s scribes are mentionad in the earliest records of the
Mongol conquerors,® and it is well known that Hyder Al

> ESTHER, inl. 12; vii. 9: cf. Ezra, vi. L.

¢ Herop. vii 100. * Tbid. viis. 90.
® ABULFASI, Hist des Tartaves, p. 323. The present shah of Persia has
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usually appeared in public surrounded by forty such secre-
taries.®

Such was the origin of the Chronicles, or Diaries of the
Persians,® which being deposited 1n the principal cities of
the empire, Susa, Babylon, and Ecbatana," formed what
were called the Archives of the kingdom. A history com-
piled from such materials would necessarily be a history of
the court rather than of the empire, and the fragments of
Ctesias serve to confirm this 1dea.’* Many circumstances
also, in the history of Herodotus, assume a new character
when viewed with reference to this fact. We perceive
how he was enabled to record so many conversations of the
Persian kings, and even anecdotes of thewr private life; and
we are enabled to assign a mueh greater degree of credi-
bility to some of the most important facts of ancient history
which he has preserved to us. Among these may be reck-
oned that celebrated catalogue of the army of Xerxes, with a
description of the dress and arms of the different nations,
and the names of their leaders. 1t 1s mconceivable that
the historian of Halicarnassus should otherwise have been
able to detal, forty years after, all these particulars with
the exactness of a diplomatist. He himselt makes mention
of written records which the Persian king commanded Ins
secretaries to draw up of the muster of lus army,** of which
(unless all historical probability be an illusion) he has pre-
served a copy.

But 1t may be objected : What use could Herodotus or
Ctesias make of such records? Are we to suppose that
they understood Persian? Why should they not?  Ctesas,
who hived so many years at the Persian court, certamly
must ; and the same 15 at least highly probable with respect
to Herodotus, who translates Persian words, when he has
occasion to cite them, and who was so great and curious a
traveller.* Besides, the dignity and even the duties of the

his1 spnbez(% annalist, who 15 destined to write hus history. Moricr, 7' acels,
vol. i. p. 200.
s SPII){ENGL. Iist. Taschenbuch fur 1786, p 247, 24%.

© Styled by Ctesias Awbepar Bagthweau; apparently they were written on
leather or parchment.

" Ezra, v 1,

¥ Compare the account in EsTuEr, vi. 1, 2; where the king commands
the Chronicles to be brought, and the part relating to Mordecar 18 read.

* Herop, vi. 100. ¥ Ihid. w93,
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from his father, Khondemir; both belonging to the foyr-
tebnth century. They derived their infprmation respecting
the fortunes of their race partly from written records, partly
from tradition, which, in the East, has beep continued from
the earliest ages to the present.”® Such records are not
without their importance, as acquainting us with the opinions
entertained by existing nations, respecting the history of
their forefathers, and placing it in the point of view in
which it is eontemplated by the Orientals: we cannot,
however, admit them to possess any high degree of histori-
cal authority, wheh we reflect on the shortness of the time
since they have appeared, and consider the extent to which
every traditionary account must necessarily be distorted in
a long succession of ages. They cannot therefore be put
on a footing with the accounts of contemporary historians,
and in the following inquiries, we shall place our depend-
ence entirely on the latter.

' 4n account of Persian history as drawn from these sources may be found
in the Allg. Welthistore, ( Universal History,) vol. iv. p. 318, sqq. The judg-
ment passed 1n the text on these records applies of course only to the early

eriods of Persian history - as respects later stages of the same history, for
instance, the reigns of the Sassanian princes, (of which SILVESTRE DE Sacy,
in his Monumens de la Perse, has presented us with a translation,) these
records cannot be demied considerable historical importance.
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CHAPTER L

A Geographical and Statistical Survey of the Persian Empire,
according to Satrapies.

Tre Persian empire owed its origin to one of those great
political revolutions which are of such frequent occurrence
in Asia, and the rise and progress of which we have already
considered in general. A rude mountain tribe, of nomad
habits, rushed with impetuous rapidity from its fastnesses,
and overwhelmed all the nations of Southern Asia, (the
Arabians excepted,) from the Mediterranean to the Indus
and Jaxartes. Even the nearest parts of Europe and Africa
were shaken by their onset, and to a certain extent sub-
dued ; and in spite of frequent insurrections which broke
out in these and other portions of their empire, and were
not always completely repressed, the Persians continued to
maintain their general supremacy for a period of full two
centuries.*

Their conquests were effected with the headlong rapidity
which characterizes the wars of barbarous and nomad tribes.
Their first great monarch, Cyrus, Cores, or Khoosroo, con-
quered all the provinces which formed the Asiatic part of
the Persian empire ; and although his early history is wrap-
ped in the same obscurity in which the history of extraordi-
nary men, who emerge unexpectedly from humble fortunes,
is necessarily involved, yet sufficient is known respecting
him to enable us to follow the general course of his achieve-
ments. There existed at that time in Asia three principal
nations which had compelled the rest to pay them tribute :
the Medes, nearly allied to the Persians ; the Babylonians

! According to the best chronologies, Cyrus became the master of Asia 560
B. C,, and Darius III. perished 330 B. C.
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or Chaldzans (both in Central Asia); and the Lydians, in
Asia Minor. The last, under their king Creesus, had al-
ready pushed their conquests as far as the river Halys,
(their territory up to that period having been extremely
limited,) and were consequently possessed of the greater
part of the peninsula of Asia Minor, a dominion pretty
nearly equal in extent to the states of Germany.? The em-
pires of the Medes and Babylonians were of older date, but
both, like that of Persia, owed their origin to conquest. The
Tigris bounded Media to the west, and had been fortified
by the erection of a line of strong places, of which Mespila
and Larissa have been mentioned by name ;* at the same
time that it appears from the lamentations of contemporary
Jewish writers,* and from a passage in Herodotus,® that they
occasionally advanced their conquering armies beyond the
western boundaries of their empire, and penetrated even to
the banks of the Halys. We cannot exactly define how far
their dominion may have extended eastward : apparently it
was of different extent at different epochs. From the books
of the Zendavesta it would appear certain that they anciently .
possessed Aria and Bactriana, as far as the Oxus and Indus;
but at the same time it seems certain, that independent
kingdoms were subsequently erected in those provinces.
One thing is clear, that a variety of nations were subject to
them, for Herodotus tells us that the several states were
ranked one above another according to their proximity to
the seat of empire. “The Medes,” he tells us,® « like the
Persians, looked upon themselves as the first people in the
world, and valued other nations in proportion as they were
situated near them; esteeming those the least who are the
most remote. Under their dominion the different nations
were set over one another ; the Medes being rulers over all,
and in a particular manner over those who were situated
next to them : these, again, had dominion over their neigh-
bours, and the latter over those that came next in locality.”
At the same time we learn from other passages, that the
government, like that of other Asiatic kingdoms, was one of

? Herop.i. 28, - 8 XENOPHON, .Anab. Op. pp. 308, 309.

4 Isaram, xiii. 17, 18.

* Herop. i, 103, where the Halys is named as the boundary of the Persian

empire.
¢ Herov. i. 134.
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satrapies, each foreign satrapy being intrusted to a Mede;
and the system being probably nothing more than a classi-
fication of the different nations, each satrap receiving the
tribute collected by his more remote neighbour, which was
passed from one to the other, till 1t was handed over to the
king’s treasury, by the satrap stationed nearest to Media,
properly so called. Previous to the empire of the Persians,
the Medes were the more wealthy and more civilized race ;
the Magian being their established religion. They had
become wealthy, not only by their conquests and the ac-
cumulation of a large tribute, but also in consequence of
the position of the country, situated on the great commer-
cial highways of Asia. Their government was completely
despotic ;7 the courts of their kings being guarded by a
rigid system of etiquette,® and distinguished by a taste for
magnificence, which could only be gratified by such a
system. The description of the Persian court, which was
founded on that of the Medes, will illustrate this.

The Babylonians, to'whom we shall devote a separate
portion of this work, had attained a much higher degree of
civilization. As the Median empire embraced almost all
the provinces of the East from the Tigris to the Indus, so
the dominion of the Babylonians extended over the portion
of Asia westward of the Tigris, as far as the shores of Syria
and Pheenicia. They were masters of this territory for
nearly one hundred and twenty years; the interval between
the foundation of their empire by Nebuchadnezzar and the
conquest of Cyrus. .

These three dynasties were all successively overthrown
by the arms of Cyrus, their fate being determined by a
single, or, at the most, by a second battle; the common
fortune of despotic governments, which are held together
solely by the force of the king’s troops, and fall to pieces
when these are vanquished. These nations, subject to an
unlimited despotism, were unacquainted with that internal
strength which a state may denve from the excellence of
its constitution, the source of all true patriotism, and which
renders its overthrow all but impossible in any equal
contest.

" XenopH. Op. p. 13. ¢ Herop. i. 99.
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It could not be expected that a people so rude as the
Persians then were, should have given to an empire of
such vast extent, and composed of so many incongruous
elements, a uniform and harmonious constitution. We
shall have occasion to see in the sequel how they acquired
the forms of administration they possessed ; but in the mean
time we must not suppose that even an accurate partition
of the empire into provinces, according to fixed geographi-
cal limits, the first step toward such a political system, could
have been the work of the first conquerors. Even if they
had felt its necessity, they were far from possessing a suffi-
cient knowledge of geography to enable them to execute
the plan: they were, however, in fact, so far from feeling
it, that, under the two first reigns, they do not appear to
have even laid the groundwork of such an undertaking.
The motive which eventually led to it appears to have
been the only one which could well have occasioned it,
namely, the necessity of providing for a regular collection
of the tribute payable by each nation. Even with respect
to the tribute itself, in the times of Cyrus and Cambyses,
no established and well-defined system appears to have pre-
vailed, but it was arbitrarily imposed, according to the
circumstances of the times, under the names of offerings
or presents, (after the custom of the East,) which were not
unfrequently the more oppressive because indefinite. The
institution of a regular system was first made in the reign
of Darius Hystaspis, the greatest of the Persian kings, and
at the same time the first attempt was made to divide the
empire at large into provinces, or, to use the Persian word,
satrapies.

An account of these has been preserved to us by Hero-
dotus,® as taken from the Persian archives, and forms un-

°® HEeRrob. ii1. 89—-97. Others have already remarked that the Herodotean
account of the satrapies is not applicable to subsequent ages of the menarchy.
It is indeed generally alleged that the division recorded by Herodotus was a
Jfinancial division, and distinet from the Zerritorial ; but this idea is unques-
tionably erroneous. No traces of any such distinction are observable in the
whole course of Persian history: on the contrary; the sequel will show that
it is contrary to the spirit of their institutions. The financial arrangements
of the Persians kept pace with their territorial divisions, and as the latter, in
the document referred to, apagear extremely rude and imperfect, so the former
could not have remained unaltered to the end.

Rennell, in his Geography of Herodotus, has given us an excellent map,
accompanied by a1 commentary, on this part of his author, at the
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questionably one of the most interesting remains of antiquity.
A closer acquaintance with Persian history convinges us
indeed that this first outline is inapplicable to the state of
the empire in succeeding ages; and the document itself
bears manifest traces of being a first essay ; a circumstance
which rather increases than diminishes the interest attach-
ing to it. We are not to look in this document for a
geographical division of the different provinces, but merely
for a rude classification of the different subject nations, with
a statement of the tribute imposed on each. Even these
nations are not always enumerated according to their

eographical position, but, for reasons which we cannot

ivine, remote tribes have, occasionally, as Herodotus him-
self remarks,”® been classed together.

It is obvious, therefore, that the Herodotean catalogue
of the satrapies can by no means be assumed as the ground-
work of a geographical and statistical account of the empire.
The historian ought rather to take his position at an epoch
when those provincial divisions had become better defined
and established ; that is to say, about the latter half, or
towards the conclusion of the Persian monarchy; and
although we possess no enumeration of the satrapies as they
existed at that period, such a catalogue may be easily com-
piled out of the works of contemporary authors, especially
Xenophon and Arrian.*

The Persian empire at that time embraced the countries
extending eastward as far as the Indus, in which direction
Darius Hystaspis had pushed an expedition. The Indus,

same time that he treats the division into satrapies as purely departmental,
that is to say, as if each satrapy were composed of adjacent districts. This
is contrary to the intention of the author, who expressly asserts that some-
times adjoining and sometimes distant tribes were thrown into the same
gg:emment (see Herop. iii. 89). The latter appears, however, to have

n the case in only two instances, and the utility of Rennell’s map is con-
se?.uently in no degree diminished.

Hzeop. iii. 89. We may also observe that the catalogue referred to com-
prehends the nations then conquered, or such as were looked upon as con-
quered. Several of these, protected by their mountains or their steppes, pre-
sently made themselves independent, and ceased to pay tribute; of which
we shall find several instances in the sequel.

" In the book of ESTHER, i. 1, the number of provinces subject to the king
of Persia is stated as 127. Tt does not, however, follow, that these were so
many satrapies, because each satrapy commonly embraced several tribes or
nations, as from chap. viii. verse 9, this would appear to be the case in the
above enumeration.
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however, formed at all times the eastern boundary of their
dominion, and is mentioned as such by Jewish as well as
Grecian authors.® We may be mclined to wonder that
they never carried their conquests farther, in a country wlich
has at all times especially attracted the cupidity of con-
querors by 1ts riches; but the Persians were too much oc-
cupied by wars in the West, especially with the Greeks, to
have leisure to extend their dominion in the opposite direc-
tion, even if the warlike and populous tribes of the interior
of India had not been able to oppose thewr progress.
The Caspian and the Euxine, with the intervening range of
Caucasus, (the lofty summits of which were never crossed
by any Asatic conqueror before Ginghis-Khan,) formed
the natural boundaries of their empire to the north ;" the
nomad tribes which occupy the steppes of Astracan not
being their tributaries. To the east of the Caspian, ther
territory was fenced against the incursions of the Mongul
and Tartar hordes by the mighty streams of the Jaxartes
and Oxus, and the country between these two rivers, Sog-
diana or Great Bucharia, was their farthest province n that
direction. To the south, their empire was bounded by the
Indian Ocean and the Arabian peninsula, the deserts of
which have defied the incursions of every conqueror; and,
to the west, it rested on the Mediterranean.™*

This vast empire was cut, as it were, mm two by the
Euphrates; a division which was recognised by the Per-
sians themselves, who distinguished their provinces as they
lay on this or the other side of that river. This natural
dwvision greatly facilitates the survey of the whole, and
may be assumed with advantage in the present work. The
western or nearest portion of the empire, accordingly com-
prehends the peninsula of Asia Minor, as well as Syria and
Pheenicia; while the farther or eastern half, embraces the
countries between the Tigris and Euphrates, with those
which extend from the latter river to the Indus. We shall
endeavour to illustrate these severally, according to their
political demarcations.

2 ESTHER, i. 1. HEerop. iv. 44. 12 Herob. iii. 97.

" The extent to which certain islands of the Agean, and the districts of
Europe bordering on the Hellespont, were subject to Persia, depended on cir-

cumstances, and on the extremely variable relations in which the Persians
stood to the Greeks.



COUNTRIES ON THIS SIDE OF THE
EUPHRATES.

I. THE PENINSULA OF ASIA MINOR, OR NATOLIA.

TrERE are few regions of the ancient world of greater his-
torical importance than that part of Asia usually denomi-
nated Asia Minor. Its position rendered it the theatre of
almost all the wars carried on between the nations of Europe
and of Asia; and 1t was here that the fate of several mighty
empires was decided. But this very circumstance rendered
it at all times the prize of the conqueror; nor has it, since
the overthrow of the Lydian empire by Cyrus, ever con-
tained any native kingdom of tolerable extent and duration.
It was, besides, possessed not by a single race, but by va-
rious tribes, some of them established there from time im-
memorial, while others had migrated from Europe, or the
interior of Asia; differing no less in civilization than in
origm. The luxurious Ionians and Lydians, whose effemi-
nacy has become proverbial, lived in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of the wild inhabitants of the Pontic provinces,
some of whom still tenanted their aboriginal forests, while
others lived a Scythian life in their wandering carts. He-
rodotus® mentions thirty distinet tribes, which in his time
occupied the interior of this peninsula, and their number was
increased rather than diminished in after ages. This diver-
sity of origin would of itself have rendered it difficult for so
many nations to combine in one independent state, even 1f
the continual assaults from without, to which they were ex-
posed, had not rendered such a union impossible.

The Persians were the masters of the whole territory, but
their power was far from being the same throughout. A

! Heron. iv. 38.
VOL. I. F
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dominion established by force of arms may, at the first on-
set, make no distinction among the conquered ; but differ-
ences will speedily arise as the power of the conquerors be-
comes modified by the local situation, the manner of life, or
the political constitution of the conquered. The Persians
soon discovered, to thewr cost, that free commercial states,
like the Grecian cities of Asia Minor, are not to be subjected
to a perpetual yoke, even when they may have been com-
pelled to yield to the first pressure of necessity ; and it was
soon perceived that the numerous cavalry of the conquerors
were much more able to scour the level parts of each dis-
trict, than to maintain their authority among 1ts mountainous
retreats. Accordingly, we often find in the heart of the
Persian empire tracts mhabited by free races of mountain-
eers, who retained their Liberty, protected by thewr fast-
nesses, or by their poverty : while others, acknowledging
the general supremacy of the Persians, yielded a very
doubtful and imperfect obedience to their authority, which
varied accordmg to circumstances. However imposing
may be the aspect of a despotic government, its internal
strength is by no means proportionate ; and anarchy is in-
variably its companion, or its follower.

Asia Minor, at that time, contained ten provinces or sa-
trapies, resembling in extent the circles of the German em-
pire.”  Of these the richest and most cultivated were the
three maritime districts to the west, Lydia, Mysia, and Ca-
ria; which, as well as Plirygia and Cappadocia in the inte-
rior, were subject to the Persians, a kind of exception being
however made in favour of the Girecian cities within their
limits. 'The authority of the Persian king was less absolute
in the mountainous districts to the south, Lycia and Cilicia;
as well as in the northern provinces of Bithynia, Paphlago-
nia, and Pontus, then styled Little Cappadocia.

? 1 shall refer to authorities under the head of each satrapy as it occurs.
When I speak of these different countries as so many satrapies, the expres-
sion may require an explanation. Itis true that all these different countries
did not actually form so many satrapies, but they were destined to become
such, even although they had attained a greater or less degree of independ-
ence. Darius originally dwvided Asia Minor into four satrapies, (RENNELL,
vol. i. p. 307,)-but in no part of the empire was it more likely that continual
changes should occur, not only in consequence of the Grecian wars, but the
remoteness of the capital.
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The satrapy of Lydia was the richest in Asia Minor,® and
was always accounted by the Persians the most considerable,
because at the period of their conquest the Lydians were
masters of that part of the continent. Sardes, the ancient
capital of the Lydian kings, became the seat of the Persian
satrap,” and the residence of the monarch, when he visited
Asia Minor.® It was built in a plain upon the river Mean-
der, and would appear not to have been distinguished for
magnificence, the houses being constructed of, or at least
thatched with, reeds.® It possessed, however, a citadel, pro-
tected by a triple wall, and always occupied by a Persian
garrison.’

The territory in which Sardes was situated abounded in
all the sources of wealth, possessing a rare fertility, an ex-
tensive commerce, and even the auriferous mountain of
Tmolus. The city was surrounded by spacious plains, re-
nowned 1n the time of Strabo for their fertility, and through
which serpentined the Maander and Cayster. Lydia was
also formed to be one of the grand empora for the export-
ation of Asiatic produce into Europe ; and although the sea
commerce was principally in the hands of the Greek cities
of the coast, yet many passages of the ancients prove that a
large portion of the land traffic, as might be expected, was
carried on by the Lydians. Sardes itself is described as a
great commercial city, resorted to not only by Greeks and
Phrygians, but even by remote nomad tribes, for the ex-
change of their various commodities. In particular this was
a principal mart for slaves, and hence were derived eunuchs
to protect the harems of the Persian grandees; this trade
having been apparently carried on there on a large scale.*

¢ Lydia (with Ionia, the sea-coast) 1s mentioned as a satrapy by ARRIAN,
i. 12: Xenoru. Op. p. 427, and elsewhere.

* Herop. v. 100. “XEeNoPH. dAnab. Op. p. 245.

s XEvoPH. 1x. 108,

¢ Herop. v. 101. These were all consumed by fire. The city 1s subse-
quently described as magnificent. )

7 ARRIAN, 1. 7. 'The rums of this citadel may still be traced, seated on an
emmence, so steep as not to be approached withouu difficulty, and even
danger. See the account of DR, SEETZEN, Ally. Geogr. Ephem. Feb. 1803.

5 STrABO, p. 929. .

o SrepnaN. De Urbib. v. Aoa. By Asia he undoubtedly means Sardes
as there was a tribe there called the gu\y Aciic; and the Lydians prided
themselves on having given a name to the whole contment.

© Herob. viii. 105, -

F 2
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The Lydians have also been celebrated as the inventors
of the art of coming money ; an art not likely to have been
discovered by any but a commercial nation.”* They were
the first also to provide places of public entertainment for
the reception of foreigners; and even the custom prevalent
among them, that their young women should obtain a
marriage portion by the sacrifice of their modesty, proves
that their city was the resort of a great number of wealthy
strangers. The relations between the sexes are modified
and deteriorated in places of great commercial resort ; and
this is especially true of the Asiatic towns. To attract
strangers 1s the great object, and the manner mn which they
are allured sometimes takes a tincture from the prevailing
depravity of the times.

The industry of this people appears to have been exer-
cised chiefly in the manufacture of articles of luxury.™
They were clothed in upper and under garments of purple,
and were skilled in the workmanship of the precious metals,
of which also they invented some new combinations. The
temples of the Greeks were crowded with the presents from
their kings ; which appear, however, to have been generally
wrought by Grecian artists. They also exported their un-
wrought gold into Greece, where it was purchased for the
purpose of gilding the statues of the deities.’* The imple-
ments used in various games of hazard, or otherwise, were
their inventions, and either exported by them into Greece,
or imported by the Grecians. Their commerce bore
throughout a passive rather than an active character ; nor
did they, under the Persians, ever become a seafaring peo-
ple; even the colonies which they are said, at a remote
period, to have sent out to Etruria, having been conveyed
in Grecian vessels.!* Their gold was washed down from
Mount Tmolus by the river Pactolus, which ran through
thewr city, from the sands of which it was subsequently col-
lected by washing ;** there being no proof that they ever
carried on the operation of mining. The treasury of their
kings, like that of the Persians, was filled with heaps of
this precious dust.’®

" Herop. i. 94; where may be also found the authorities for what follows,
* HEerop. 1. 50, ete.  Thid. 1. 69. * Ibid. 1. 94.
1 Ibid. v. 101. ' Ibid. vi. 125,
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The sea-coast of this rich province was studded with
Grecian colonies of Ionian origin, and on that account
denominated Ionia; but in the catalogue of the Persian
provinces was not distinguished from the rest of Lydia.”
Twelve of these towns, the most celebrated of which were
Phocaa, Ephesus, and Smyrna, formed, for the space of
about ninety miles, an almost uninterrupted series of various
establishments and edifices, and presented to the stranger,
as he arrived by sea, an imposing spectacle of civilization
and splendour.® They contested with the Pheenicians-the
advantage of possessing the grand exchange of Asia and
Europe ; their harbours were crowded by vessels from every
port on the Mediterranean, and their fleets of merchantmen
and men-of-war covered the Egean. They had all ex-
perienced a great number of political revolutions, by which
they had acquired, or maintained, their republican form of
government ; and the spirit of independence and love of
freedom to which these circumstances gave birth, were so
effectually stamped upon the national character, that all the
force of the Persian empire, though it oppressed, was unable
to efface them. They opposed an heroic resistance to the
conquering Cyrus; and many of them, after an ineffectual
resistance, preferred exile to slavery.? They revolted in
the reign of Darius Hystaspis, and, aided by the Athenians,
reduced Sardes to ashes. During the wars between the
Greeks and Persians which followed, they sometimes were
engaged, by compulsion, on the side of the latter, and some-
times fought against them ; their condition with respect to
their masters varying with the events of war. The Eu-
ropean Greeks never lost sight of the idea of liberating their
Asiatic brethren ; and this was at all times a pretext for a
war with Persia; and, as is apt to be the case with such
pretexts, survived the motive which prompted it. The
Persians, on the other hand, were at last convinced that
free commercial cities could not be reduced to absolute
servitude ; and as the possession of these towns, which sup-
plied them with the greater part of their, navy, was indis-
pensable, they adopted the middle course of bestowing
upon them an appearance of freedom. They were not

7 ARRIAN, 1. 12. 8 Herop. i. 142, ete. ¥ Thid. i. 169.
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subjected to Persian satraps, but ruled by magistrates, who,
as well as the commanders of the mercenaries which formed
their garrisons, were chosen from a party favourable to the
cause of Persia. The consequence was, the formation in
some cities of an oligarchical constitution ;* while in others
the power gradually fell into the hands of a single man, who,
in the Grecian phrase, was usually denominated a tyrant.

The chain of Greek colonies extended also along the
coast of the satrapy of Caria,” which adjoined that of Lydia
to the south. The northern portion of this province, like
the preceding, was occupied by Ionians; but the southern
coast, with the adjacent island of Rhodes, was colvnized by
people of Dorian origin, who conferred on all this region
the appellation of Doris. Miletus, the queen of all the
Grecian cities of Asia, was Ionian : the next to Tyre herself
in commercial opulence, and the fruitful mother of a hun-
dred colonies, many of which rivalled, and in the end sur-
passed their parent in riches and greatness. In the general
revolt under Aristagoras, Miletus alone equipped a squa-
dron of a hundred triremes; and fleets of equal size are
mentioned on other occasions. Her extensive commerce
was not confined to the Mediterranean, but sought to
monopolize the navigation of the Euxine and sea of Azof:
the shores of both were crowded with Milesian colonies:
settlements originally made for the benefit of the mother
city, but which, in consequence of their favourable situa-
tions, soon attained considerable consequence, enabling the
merchants of Greece to penetrate into the interior of Eu-
ropean and Asiatic Russia, and at a later period, if not
then, forming a channel for the introduction of Indian
merchandise mto the ports of the West.*

The Doric colonies, of which Halicarnassus, the native
town of the father of history, was the most considerable,
did not come up to those of Ioma in the fertility of their

» Such appears to have been the case towards the close of the Persian
empire. See Arriaw,1 17, 18

;‘ Caria is mentioned as a distict satrapy by Arriaw, i. 20; and else-
where.

# See the excellent probationary Essay of Professor Ramsacu, De Mi-
leto gjusque Colomuis. ould that more ofy our young scholars would 1n Iike
manner select certain specific subjects belonging to ancient history and geo-
graphy for lustration!
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soil, or extent of their commerce;*® they were, however,
treated by the Persians on the same footing with the
others.

The Carians, the original inhabitants of the country,
were forced by these Grecian settlers farther back into the
interior : they had at one time been a powerful and war-
like nation, possessing the islands of the Agean, pursuing
maritime commerce, and practising piracy. They had
voluntanly submitted to the power of the Persians ;** and
had been allowed to retain their native princes or kings, of
whom mention is made in the muster of the army of
Xerxes.® Their territory was, however, in the end, treated
as a conquered province, and is described by later writers
as formmng a distinct satrapy.

The satrapy of Mysia, or, as it was afterwards called, of
Phrygia on the Hellespont, bordered on Lydia to the north.
Even in ancient times it was difficult to definc its limits,
as it never composed a single state, but consisted of a col-
lection of various tribes. Its shores were occupied by
Greeks of /Eolian origin, continuing the series of Grecian
colonies as far as the Hellespont and Propontis, where
Cyzicus, a colony of Miletus, eclipsed all the rest. The
sotl of Mysia surpassed even that of Ionia in fertility,”
though the climate was not so good : agriculture appears
to have been the principal pursuit of its old inhabitants, the
Mysians,”® who were probably of the same origin with the
Lydians and Carians, and observed the same rej*gious rites.
To the Persians, the possession of this territory was of pe-
culiar importance, as commanding the passage from Asia
to Europe ; and the more so in proportion as they were led
to attach a still higher value to their European possessions
in consequence of their wars with Greece, and the appre-
hension they entertained of the mnroads of Greeks or Mace-

donians. _
We also learn from the testimony of Xenophon, that the

# Herop. i. 142 # Ibid. i. 174

= The king of Calynda, 2 Carian city, is there mentioned.

% Mysia 1s mentioned as a separate satrapy by Awrriay, i. 12, and XEno-
PHON, Hist. Grec. Op. p. 482 and 486 : in the first of which places Pharna-
bazus is styled the satrap of Zolis, and, in the second, of Phrygia on the

Hellespont.
@ Hgnon. i. {49, = Ihd. i. 36. ® Ibid. i. i71.
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western portion of the adjacent province of Bithynia was
attached to that of Mysia, whose satraps took up thew ha-
bitual residence 1n the Bithyman town of Dascylium.* This
fruitful country, thickly studded with villages and country
towns, was subject to the Persians; but, as we shall have
occasion to show, the relations between the conquered and
their conquerors were by no means the same 1n 1ts castern
division.

The interior of Asia Minor contamed the two satrapies of
Great Phrygia and Great Cappadocia, between which flowed
the river Halys, the most considerable stream 1n the penin-
sula. Phrygia,® comprehending what was afterwards de-
nominated Galatia, would have formed one of the most
extensive provinces of the empire, had not the Persians, pro-
bably to prevent this, detached from it two of its limtary
districts, and added them to the adjoining governments.
These were, to the east, Lycaonia,® which they threw to
Cappadocia, and, to the west, the termtory of the NMilya,
which was considered as a part of Lycia.”” The Phryerans
were not only one of the most ancient and considerable
nations of Asia Mimor, but also at one period possessed ex-
tensive dominion, which appears to have embruced the
greater part of the peninsula.  They were long celebrated
as an agricultural people,* and continued to mamtan the
same reputation under the dynasty of the Persians ¥ The
nature of their country, consistmg for the most part of a
fertile plain, watered by several streams, favoured this mode
of Iife; at the same time that they pud great attention to
the keepiug of live stock, especially sheep.® The sheep
reared in the vicinity of Celenze, one of their cities, were
celebrated not only for the fineness of their fleeces, m which
respect they rivalled those of Miletus, but for their peculiar
blackness, which was so perfect as to be compared to that
of the raven’s wing.” It appears to have becn a general

® Compare Xexopu. Op. p. 509.

“ Phrygia 1s mentioned as a distinet satrapy by Arriav, 1. 25, Nrvoru.
Anab. Op. p. 527, et albi.

# XEvoru. loc. cit. " ARRIAN, 1. 24.

. " They are thus deseribed m the ealy traditions of some of theit kimgs, for
ms‘gan::e, that of Lityeisas. See Bill der alten Lutt. und Kunst, st. vir. Ined.
p. 9, ete.

* Schol. THEOCRIT, ad Idyll. x. 41

® Herop. loc. cit. " 8TRABO, D, HHT.
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property of the interior of Asia Minor, that, for some reason
with which we are unacquainted, the cattle reared there
had fleeces of a peculiarly soft and delicate texture. The
goats and rahbits of the country being no less distinguished
for this quality than the sheep; for it is in the territory of
the ancient Phrygia that the Angora goat® and rabbit are
found. The hair of the goat was woven into cloth in the
time of the Persians, for we find in Aristotle the remark
that the goats of this country were shorn like sheep else-
where ;® and garments made of the fur of the rabbit are
mentioned by ancient authors of a later period.®

The capital of the satrapy was Celense, a rich and splen=
did city, situated on the great commercial highway leading
from the interior of Asia to Ephesus and Miletus, and which
from this very circumstance became one of the most con-
siderable commercial marts of the interior. Merchants from
this place resorted to Carura, situated on the borders of Ca-
ria, Phrygia, and Lydia, and celebrated for its spacious
caravanserais.”” Celeens numbered among its ichabitants,
at the time of the expedition of Xerxes, the richest private
individual of all Asia: wealthy enough to offer that mon-
arch, when he passed through the city, an encrmous sum
of ready money as a contribution towards the expenses of
the expedition, considering himself abundantly rich in his
landed possessions and slaves.* At Celena was the usual
residence of the Persian satrap, which was adorned with a

® The modern Angora is the Ancyra of the ancients, situated in the north-
castern part of Phrygia, called afterwards Galatia. It must not be com-
founded with another Ancyra on the borders of Mysia, where the celebrated
Marmor Ancyranum was found. The hills about Ancyra are at the present
day covered with herds of thousands of these goats. Porrer, vol. 1. 720.

» ARisT. Hist. Anim. viii.; Op. i. p. 791.

* Consult on these points the learned dissertations of BECKMANN on the
camel’s hair, or his Vorbereitung zu- Waarenkunde, B. 1.p. 466, sqq. To the
rich harvest there stored up, I take pleasure in addi‘rig a few gleanings re-
specting the early manufacture of the Angora fur, to be found 1n the Ezpositio
totrus mund: of an anonymous author, in the Geographics Antigui of Jac.
Gronovius. The composition belongs to the first half of the fourth century;
and the original appears to have been in Greek, of which we only possess a
translation in barbarous Latin, not however without its value.

" Havdoysia. STRABO, p. 867. The Carura of Strabo 1s either the same
with, or in the immediate vicinity of, the Cydrara of Herodotus, (vii. 30, 31,)
where the road from the interior of Asia parted off to Caria and to Lydia, or
to the citics of Miletus and Sardes, and where Creesus fixed the limits of

aria and Phrygia.

“ Hrrob. vi, 27.
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palace, probably erected by Xerxes, as well as with other
establishments, and a park of such extent as not only to af-
ford room for great hunts of wild animals, but to permit an
army of twelve thousand men to encamp within its precincts.®

Other cities of the same satrapy were distinguished, un-
der the Persians, for their importance and wealth, such as
Coloss®, Sagalassus,* and others of inferior note; and
Phrygia at large is described by Herodotus as one of the
richest provinces of Asia Minor.

The district to the south-east, called Lycaonia, which, as
we have already remarked, was attached to the satrapy of
Cappadocia, was a steppe impregnated with salt, and con-
taimng a salt lake, named Tatta. Almost the only occu-
pation of the mhabitants appears to have been the keeping
of sheep, but, although numerous, these did not equal those
of Celene in the fineness of their fleeces.®

Cappadocia, under the Persians, was the common de-
signation of all the countries between the Halys and Eu-
phrates ; the former separating 1t from Phrygia and Paph-
lagonia, the latter from Armenia. It comprehended not
only Cappadocia, properly so called, but all the districts
afterwards known under the general name of Pontus.
Whriters contemporary with the Persians do not mark any
subdivisions of this extensive-territory, but Strabo speaks
of two distinct satrapies as having existed in the time of
the Persians, that of Great Cappadocia, and Cappadocia on
the Pontus;* from which, 1 after times, proceeded the
appellation of the kingdom of Pontus.

Supposing that such a division was in fact made by the
Persians, it would appear to have been very imperfectly
observed. The few records we possess of the history of the
territory at that period, tend to show that, upon its con-
quest, a prince of the royal family, the Achzmenide, was
placed upon the throne, on which his posterity were con-
stantly maintained, with the title of kings. These were
generally tributary to the Persians, but occasionally, when
favoured by circumstances, asserted their independence;
or were even put in possession of some of the adjacent
satrapies, without its being possible to define with accuracy

¢ XeNopH. Anab. Op. p. 246. * Herop. vii. 30 ; Xenors, loc. cit.
% STrABO, p. 852, 8533, “ Ibid. p. 808,
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the limits of their territory.*” At the time of the retreat of
the ten thousand, both divisions of Cappadocia appear to
have been subject to Mithridates, who, notwithstanding he
took part m the revolt of Cyrus, was allowed to retam his
dependent authority after the overthrow of that prince.*®
His son Ariobarzanes was created during his father’s life-
time satrap of Phrygia, and after lus death succeeded also
to the hereditary possessions of his family.® His successors,
the kings of Pontus, down to the celebrated Mithridates,
continued to trace therr descent from the ancient royal race
of Persia, though many objections might have been started
to such a gencalogy.

Great Cappadocia, or Cappadocia Proper,® continued in
all ages to be an mdifferently cultivated district, with few
natural advantages. Wheat was grown where the nature
of the so1l permitted ; but the greater part of the province
consisted of lofty downs, fit only for the pasturage of sheep ;
the climate also being raw and inclement. To these natural
disadvantages was added an almost total want of wood,
rendering the construction of bwldings difficult and ex-
pensive. Consequently the greater part of the terrtory
was destitute of towns ; the inhabitants, though not migra-
tory, living 1n open villages, and even their principal city,
(as it was called,) Mazaca, resembling more an encampment
of shepherds and herdsmen than a regular town. There
existed, however, two cities in the more fruitful part of the
country, Comana and Morimena, which are remarkable for
having possessed, in common with some cities of Asia which
we shall have occasion to mention, the traces of a hierarchi-
cal constitution.®

‘" The fragments 1llustrative of the history of the kings of Pontus and Cap-
padocia have been collected with great industry by VaiLLaNT, in his Historia
Achemenidarum sew regum Ponti Bospori et Bithynie. It is manifest from
this work that the early history of these princes, during the Persian monarchy,
can only be gathered by conjecture.

“ XENOPH. Anab. Op‘.vp. 427.

“ Diop. ii. p. 73. ed. WESSEL.

# Besides the places of Strabo already referred to, Cappadocia is mentioned
13? Xenophon as forming, with Lycaoma, a separate satrapy. XENoPH.

)p. p. 427.

s ? have taken the above particulars from STraBo, but they appear appli-
cable to the state of the country under the Persians. Writers of that age fre-
quently mention Cappadocia, but are so poor in facts respecting it, that it is
easy to see they knew nothing about it. No nation of Asia Minor was more
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The Cappadocians are always styled by writers contem-
porary with the Persians, Leuco-Syri, or White Syrians;®
to distinguish them from the Syrians properly so called.

“ Their complexion,” says Strabo, “ was fairer than that
of their countrymen to the south.” It is probable, however,
that the Cappadocians had themselves assumed this appella-
tion, from motives of vanity. Most of the eastern nations
take a pride in bearmmg a name significant of fairness of
complexion. Hence the White Huns, the golden-horde,
(among the Kalmues,) etc. Even the empress of Russia
was habitually styled by her oriental subjects, the White
Czarna.

Cappadocia on the Pontus, or, as it was afterwards styled,
Pontus, was also inhabited by the Leuco-Syri in its western
division bordering on the Halys.®® Besides these, how-
ever, were settled there a mixed multitude of tribes, which
had probably migrated from the north, and in many respects
retained their original barbarism. It is possible that the
western division of their territory may have been subjugzt-
ed, and formed, as Strabo leads us to conclude, a separate
satrapy ;* but the inhabitants of its eastern half, safe in their
woods and mountains, paid little or no regard to the
authority of the Persian king, except when, for the sake
of plunder, they chose to accompany his armies. Many
traits respecting them have been preserved by Xenophon
and other contemporary authors, which possess all the
interest which attaches to the records of a semi-barbarous
people. In the most easterly corner of their territory
lived the Heniochi, whose name was significant of their
manner of life, and their Scythian origin. They migrated,
like other Tartar tribes, from place to place in their carts,
in which were their habitations. The vicinity of the sea
inclined them to maritime pursuits; and the rich trading
vessels of the Greeks allured them to practise piracy. The
Chalybians occupied a mountainous district in their neigh-
bourhood ; a nation celebrated as early as the Homeric
poems for their silver mines, and who continued, in the time
rude or uncivilized than these Cappadocians : by the Romans they were only

esteemed as good litter-bearers, on account of the breadth of their shoulders,
® HERoD. V. 49; STrABO, D. 819, % STRABO, p. 822.

* Ibid. p. 808. I am not aware of any other place where this territory is
named as a distinet satrapy.
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of Xenophon, to work them, though then producing nothing
but iron.”® They were at that time subject to therr more
powerful neighbours, the Mosynzeci ; one of the wildest and
most uncivilized nations of Asia, who were governed by a
chief or king, maintained at the public expense in a wooden
tower, which he was never permitted to quit. Their habit-
ations were pitched upon the summits of the mountains, at
certain intervals, so that the approach of an enemy might
be announced from one to the other by signals. Their
food consisted of dried fish and chestnuts; the latter sup-
plied in abundance by their extensive forests; and on this
diet the children of their principal men were so effectually
fattened, that, according to Xenophon, they were nearly as
broad as they were long. They practised piracy, in boats
containing only three persons, two combatants and one who
rowed ; they dyed and tattooed their bodies with represent-
ations of flowers.

The Tibareni were of less barbarous manners, and in-
habited a less mountainous country, reaching to the spacious
and fruitful plain of Themiscyra ; one of the most fertile spots
in Asia, and the ancient seat of the fabled Amazons. This
plain, with the surrounding mountains, was covered byavoods
of fruit trees, many of the most valuable sorts flourishing
without cultivation. Corn and wine were no less abundant
there, and the vast woods abounded in game. On the coast
were the Milesian colonies of Amisus and Trapezus, found-
ed for the purpose of promoting the navigation of the Eux-
ine, and favouring a commercial intercourse with the natives.

In the centre of their territory was situated the city of
Comana, resembling one of the same name in Great Cappa-
docia, not only in 1ts appellation, but its internal constitu-
tion. The government was in the hands of the priesthood:
the high priest of the deity worshipped in both cities exer-
cising a sort of authority over the town and the adjacent
district. Several thousand slaves of both sexes belonged to
the temple, as well as extensive landed possessions.

A spiritual supremacy of this kind prevailed in several
cities of Asia Minor; as, for instance, at Pessinus in Phry-
gia.®® The origin of such constitutions is uncertain ; but,

% XENoPH. Op. p. 357. * STRABO, pp. 838, 851.
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according to tradition, was of very ancient date. The same
cities were also great resorts of commerce, lying on the high-
road from Armenia to Asia Minor. The bond between
commerce and religion was very intimate ; the festivals of
their worship were also those of their great fairs, frequented
by a multitude of foreigners; all of whom, (certain classes
of females not excepted,) as well as every thing which had
a reference to trade, were considered as under the imme-
diate protection of the témple and the divinity.  The same
fact may be remarked here which has obtamed in several
states of .Central Africa; namely, that the union of com-
merce with some particular mode of worship gave occasion,
at a very early period, to certain political associations, and
introduced a sacerdotal government.

To the west of Pontus lay Paphlagonia, separated from
it by the Halys, here two stades in breadth, and only pass-
able by boats.” The eastern division of this country was
covered, like the former, with lofty Iulls, over which the road
lay from Amisus to Trapezus, but the western portion of the
country formed a noble plam watered by several rivers.
This district possessed an excellent breed of horses, from the
possession of which the Paphlagoman cavalry came to be
accounted the best in Asia. The Persians had taken pos-
session of the country, and the Paphlagonians are enumer-
ated by Herodotus among the tributary nations ;% but
they were too strong to be completely subdued. In the
time of Xenophon they appear to Liave been nearly inde-
pendent, under a ruler of their own, who, though frequently
siding with the Persians, did not hesitate, when inchned by
circumstances, to take part with the Greeks; and as the
Paphlagonians were able to bring into the ficld an army of
one hundred and twenty thousand men, they possessed the
means of making their alhances respectable.® Sinope, a
Milesian colony, the most opulent of all the Grecian towns
on the Euxine, was also situated on their coast. It was an
independent republic, possessing an extensive territory of
its own, but tributary to Persia, at least at certain periods.

One district alone of the northern coast of Asia Minor

ta]j XENOPH. 4nab. Op. p. 358; whenee also the following particulars are
en.

% HEerob. iit. 90. ® XEnora, loc. at.
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remains to be considered, that of Bithynia, situated to the
west ; a country no less fruitful, level, and rich in pastures,
than Paphlagonia, except at its western extremuty, where
rose the lofty and woody region of Mount Olympus. Like
Pontus, it was inhabited by various tribes, all of European
origin, from the adjacent kingdom of t.arace.* They had
no towns, but lived in large open villages, with which the
interior of the country was filled in every direction. The
level parts abounded 1n all sorts of gram, as well as vege-
tables and vines; and fed large flocks of sheep. Their oil,
as in many other parts of Asia, was procured from sesamum.
The sea-coast was covered with extensive forests, supplying
good timber for ship-building, of which the Grecian colon-
1sts of Heraclea did not fail to make yse.*

There is no territory of Asia Minor concerning which the
information we possess is more defective, nor one the rela-
tions of which to the Persian empire 1t 18 more difficult to
define. It is true that Herodotus specfies some of the tribes
mhabiting Bithyma, both in lus catalogue of the satrapies,
and his account of the forces of Xerxes ;  but it is probable
that the different tribes were not treated by the Persians on
the same footing. The Bithyni were the principal race,
oceupying the western division of the country. They were
subject to a Persian satrap, who was also governor of Little
Phrygia, and had his residence i the city of Dascyhum,
situated between the two provinces, where every thing
which could minister to the unbounded luxury of a Persian
vice-regal court was found in abundance.”® The other
Thracian tribes, however, which occupied the eastern part
of the country, were not subject to his dommion, but go-
verned by a chief of their own, who was an ally and tribut-
ary of the Persian monarch; in return for which his au-
thority was maintained, and his country defended by the

® Hwrop. loc. eit.

% See XENoPH. Anab. Op. pp. 376, 377.

® Herop. ii. 90; vii. 72

® XENopu. Hellen. iv. Op. p. 509. “ Agesilaus marched to Dascylium,
where was the palace of the satrap Pharnabazus ; surrounded by many large
villages, abounding 1n all the necessaries of ife.  There were also abundance
of animals of the chase; some in enclosed parks, others in the open country.

hey werce swrounded by a stream full of “all kinds of fish ; and there were
also’in the neighbourhood a multitude of birds for such as were skilled in
fowhing.”
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neighbouring satraps against the assaults of enemies, espe-
cially of the Greeks.

It remains to speak of the southern coast of Asia Minor,
comprehending the districts of Liycia, Pamphylia with Pisidia,
and Cilicia.  All these countries were extremely mountain-
ous; the range of Taurus commencing in the first, and ex-
tending through the others. The difficult nature of their
country always opposed obstacles to their conquest; and
though reckoned by the Persians among their conquered
provinces, they were in reality far from being always in
subjection to them.

Of all these, the Lycians, situated on the sea-coast, were
the most civilized. According to Strabo, their cities formed
at a very early period a federal league, bearing a close re-
semblance to that of the Achzans. They held congresses
in which their common interests were discussed ; and were
governed by a president styled Lyciarchus, with other sub-
ordinate magistrates.* The date of this constitutionis un-
certain, but the Lycians are always spoken of as a free
people up to the Persian mnvasion ; when they sank under
the attacks of the generals of Cyrus.* Their subsequent
revolts prove that they had been reduced to the state of a
eonquered province,” although we do not find any satrap
of Lycia expressly mentioned. The same appears to have
been the case with Pamphylia ; the sea-coast of which was
a frequent station for the fleets of the Persians. The rude
Pisidians, however, seated on their mountains, gave them-
selves so little concern about the authority of the Persians,
that it appears to have been, as it were, the constant duty
of the neighbouring satraps to wage war against them.”
The same was true of the much more extensive district of
Cilicia ; which contained, between its lofty chains of moun-
tamns, especially in those to the east, spreading plains and
valleys, adorned with the most luxuriant vegetation, and
producing abundance of every kind of corn, as well as of
fruit and vines. Through this elevated country ran the
high-road from Lycaonia to Tarsus, a large, opulent, and
splendid city on the Cydnus; by which, also, Xenophon,
with the army of the younger Cyrus, entered into Upper

& STrABO, p. 980. = Heerop. i. 23, 176.
% Diop. ii. p. 74. “ XENOPH. Anab. i. Op. 244.
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Asia.® Cilicia was at that time governed by a prince of
its own, styled Syennesis, who, though tributary, retained
the title of king, and who was treated by Clyrus as an enemy,
till he had appeased him by presents. Not only were the
limits of his kingdom accurately defined, but Cilician and
Persian outposts were stationed over against each other,
and the boundary pass secured by gates. On other occa-
sions, however, we find Persian satraps mentioned as govern-
ing the country : ® the ships of the Cilicians always formed
a part of the Persian fleet, and Xenophon himself, who men-
tions the circumstances above referred to, speaks of the
country as forming part of the dominions of Persia,™ a cer-
tain proof that the conquerors at first permitted the Cilicians,
as they did so many other nations, to retan their former
rulers and their internal constitution; and that their do-
minion continued to be undefined, and was perpetually
modified by existing circumstances.

II. SYRIA AND PH@ENICIA.

THE countries comprehended by the Greeks under the
general name of Syria, formed another principal portion of
the Persian territory on this side of the Euphrates; but the
term Syria was used by them in so loose and indefinite a
manner that a previous account of 1t is necessary.

The appellation of Syria answers, in 1ts widest significa-
tion, to the oriental term Aram, and denotes all the countries
inhabited by the Aramaeans or Syrians; embracing not
only the countries on this side the Euphrates, but frequently,
also, Mesopotamia and Babylonia, and even Assyrma pro-
perly so called, or Kurdistan, on the other side the Tigris;
nothing being more common with the Greek and Roman
authors than to interchange the terms of Syria and Assyria.
In general, therefore, this name was applied to the exten-
sive plains which stretch from the Mediterranean to Arme-
nia, and the mountans of Persia, throughout which the
same language was spoken, differing only in its dialect; a
proof that the same race possessed that region.

® XENoPH. loc. cit. p. 2483. ® ARRIAN, il 4. ™ XENOPH. Op. p. 427.
VOL. 1. G
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In the more restricted sense of the word, Syria was un-
derstood to mean the countries on this side the Euphrates,
and lymng between that river and the Mediterranean ; some-
times comprehendimg Pheenicia and Palestine, sometimes
without mcluding these, especially the former, whose inha-
bitants, origmally of the same stock, soon distinguished
themselves from those of the mterior by their addiction to
maritime affairs. The latter preserved the peaceful habits
and dispositions which usually characterize the occupants
of extensive and fertile plamns. They frequently became
the prey of foreign conquerors, without ever themselves be-
coming conspicuous in the history of the world as such;
although the rulers of some of the states into which their
country was subdivided, especially the princes of Damascus,
occasionally made successful efforts to enlarge theiwr do-
minion. On the contrary, they devoted themselves to the
cultivation of thewr own territory, which in many parts
abounded 1n wine,* corn,® and the other necessaries of life;
or, where the nature of the soil did not permit this, they
became herdsmen, or, more frequently, shepherds. These
fruitful situations were principally found in the northern
portion of the country, where the chain of mountains which
runs along the coast divides itself into two branches, Laba-
nus and Anti-Libanus, whose woody eminences enclose
one of the richest vales on the surface of the globe; a dis-
trict which in consequence of its depressed situation was
denominated by the Greeks, the Hollow (or Ceele) Syria.
This was looked upon as the most important part of the
whole territory, and is frequently named when in fact the
whole of Syria is meant. The rest of the country consisted
of one uninterrupted plain, dimimishing in fertiity in pro-
portion as it receded from the mountans and approached
the confines of Arabia, and finally becoming, from the want
of water, a mere desert, where no further traces of cities or
settled habitations were to be found, occupied only by the
tents and herds of wandering Arabs.® Yet even this sandy
waste contained some fertile spots, in one of which Palmyra, ,

! Especially in the terntory of Chalybon, the wine of which was held in
Iigh estimation. STraBoO, p. 106%.

? Particularly wheat, Whlcg no where attained greater perfection than in
Palestine.

3 STraBo, p. 1093,
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so celebrated for her magmificent remains, was seated ; serv-
ing as a halting-place to the Indian caravans, on their way
to Tyre and the coast of the Mediterranean.  Several other
cities were planted in the northern or mountainous region,
as Damascus, (at one time the mistress of the whole coun-
try,) Chalybon, (or Haleb,) and others ; or along the course
of the Euphrates, as was the case with Thapsacus, and Cir-
cesium, (or Karchemish,) where the Euphrates was usually
passed. Even the less fruitful districts were sprinkled here
and there with groves of palms; and the ridges of Libanus
and Anti-Libanus were crowned with forests of cedar and
other stately timber trees, affording an mexhaustible supply
of wood for the dock-yards and edifices of the commercial
cities of Pheenicia.

As the Persians were always able to sweep with themr
cavalry the plans of Syra, they treated 1t altogether as a
conquered and subject country; the possession of which
was the more important, as 1t tended to secure that of
Egypt, which they were anxious to maintamn m subjection,
in the same degree that the Egyptians were on many occa-
sions eager to shake off their yoke. It would appear from
notices m the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, that nearly the
whole of Syria formed, at the period of which we are speak-
ing, the province of a single satrap, who bore the title of
governor of the country ““beyond the river,”* Palestine be-
ing, without doubt, comprehended in his jurisdiction, though
occasionally the Jews were governed by a ruler of their own
race. At other times we find allusion made to more satraps
than one.® At a later period we have proof that Ccele-Sy-
ria, with Pheenicia, were detached from the rest of Syria,®
and we may, therefore, conclude that the country was ge-
nerally, though not always, divided into two governments.
The usual residence of the Syrian satraps was near the
sources of the little river Dacadacus, about fifty miles to the
west of Thapsacus on the Euphrates, where they had a
palace and spacious pleasure-grounc_ls, which were laid waste
by the younger Cyrus” The residence of the satrap of
Ceele-Syria was probably Damascus; but of this we have
no positive proof.

* Ezra, Vi, 6, ete. * NenrM1an, i1, 7, 9.
¢ Diop. Sic. n. p. 261, o " XEnoPH. 4nab. Op p. 254.
G 2
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The great maritime towns of Syria, to which we shall
subsequently devote a separatc part of this work, though
annexed in the catalogue of Persian satrapies to that of
Ccele-Syria, enjoyed many important privileges® They
were of the highest importance to the Persians, not only as
being the richest in their empire, but as their fleets enabled
them to command the Mediterranean. Besides, these cities
had voluntarly submitted themselves to the first Persian
conqueror ; ¢ probably because they very properly consider-
ed the payment of a tribute would be less burdensome than
a siege and a possible sack of their town ; of which the in-
cursions of the Assyrian and Babylonian armies had left on
their minds a terrible recollection. In return for this sub-
mission, they were allowed to retain their internal constitu-
tion, and even their native line of princes; their subjection
being confined to the payment of a tribute, for the collection
of which the neighbouring satraps were responsible, and to
the furnishing a certain contingent to the naval armaments
of the Persians. By such moderate concessions they se-
cured the undisturbed prosecution of their commerce through
the whole extent of the Persian empire, and requited their
masters with a fidelity and zeal which was proof against
almost every change of fortune.

COUNTRIES BEYOND THE EUPHRATES.

1. COUNTRIES BETWEEN THE TIGRIS AND EUPHRATES.

THE vast plains enclosed by the above rivers formed, as it
were, an isosceles triangle, of which the rivers composed the
two sides, and the Tauric range, by which it was bounded -
to the north, the base. From its situation between the two
great streams, the Greeks gave it the name of Mesopotamia;

¢ See the chapatelx_-I on the.':lf’hixénicians below.
EROD. iii. 19,
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an appellation which appears, however, not to have been
known during the dynasty of the Persians. It was much
more usually considered a part of Syria, because inhabited
by a portion of the Syrian race; or as belonging to Arabia,
because a number of Arab tribes were accustomed to wander
in the steppes it contains ; and accordingly we find that the
names of Syria, or Assyria, and Arabia are applied to it in-
discriminately.* ‘
The district thus called, in after-times, Mesopotamia, va-
ries greatly in its natural features. The greater part forms
a barren steppe of immense extent, without the smallest in-
equality of surface, and equally destitute of wood and water,
some desert streams excepted, which in dry seasons are to-
tally absorbed. A few plants, of small size, some of them
aromatic, and among others a species of absinthium, were
its sole vegetable productions. No inhabitants were found
there, with the exception of some nomad hordes, partly
wanderers from Arabia, partly from the mountainous region
to the north. Many districts were totally destitute of grass
and fodder: the animals, however, of the desert, wild asses
and ostriches, were found in abundance. The former, which
have now retired into the steppes of Mongolia and the de-
serts of Persia, then wandered over these plains, and were
chased by horsemen, and caught with the lasso.® The os-
trich also, which is still so abundant in the deserts of Africa
and Arabia, now rarely occurs in the ancient Mesopotamia.
The country improved in fertihity as it verged towards
the banks of the Euphrates, or rose in the direction of the
chain of Taurus. In these parts were found a considerable
number of towns of some importance ; such as Circesium,
Anthemusias, with others near on the Euphrates; and, in
the northern part of the country, Zoba or Nisibis. The
antiquity of these cities was very great: their inhabitants

! It is styled Syria, or Assyria, when understood to comprehend Babylonia.
XENoPHON (from whose description in the first book of the dnab. the fol-
lowing account is taken) calls 1t Arabia. Neither he nor Herodotus ever
use the term Mesopotamia.

* The animal described by AristoTLE, Hist. Anem, vi. 24 and 36, is un-
questionably the Dsiggetai of the Mongols, of which Parras has given so
mteresting an account, Neue Nordische Beitrage, 1i. p. 1, sqq. Porter met
with one in the deserts of Persia, which he was fortunate enough to kill, and
of wluch he has given a plate. PorTER’s Travels, vol. i. p. 459.
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were 10 a4 great measure Syrians, and thus the whole terri-
tory came to be annexed by the Persians to the satrapy of
Syria. The desert part of Mesopotamia appears to have
been in a great degree abandoned to itself.?

During the empire of the Persians, the southern part of
this country, forming the district of Babylonia, and a separ-
ate satrapy, was cut off Ly a wall of bricks, cemented with
bitumen, which ran_obliquely across the plain from the
Euphrates to the Tigris, and was commonly called the Me-
dian wall.*  Like many other structures of the same kind in
Asia, it appears to have been designed to repress the mcur-
sions of the barbarous hordes, which infested the desert
without.

Babylonia formed a satrapy by itself, and though one of
the smallest in extent, was in riches and resources the most
considerable of all® This important district demands a
separate portion of this work for its consideration.

The mountains which bounded Mesopotamia to the north
were in a great measure occupied by rude and warlike
tribes, which owned no allegiance to the Persian’ monarch.
Their country extended along the banks of the Tigris, from
the little river Centrites,® (Khabour,) which formed the
boundary of Armenia, as far as Cappadocia on the Pontus ;
as we learn from the interesting reeital of Xenophon, whose
retreat with the ten thousand lay directly through this ter-
ritory. The first that he fell i with were the Carduchi,
occupying the steep mountains and deep valleys which
contain the sources of the Tigris as well as the Euphrates.
They dwelt in open villages, situated in the valleys, and
enjoyed an abundant supply of corn and wine. Every at-
tempt to subdue them had proved frutless, and they had
even annihilated mighty armies of invaders” The neigh-
bouring satraps could only secure a free intercourse with
them by means of previous treaties. They were a prosper-
ous people, possessing houses carefully "constructed, and
provided with plenty of metal utensils, and so abundant was
their country in wine, that it was commonly kept in tanks

* On the other hand, a s

X atrap of Arabla is mentioned, Cyroe. wii. 230.
‘Whether Mesopotamia, or Eastern Syria, or both, be meant by this term I do
not venture to decide.

* Xenorn. Op. E 282, * Herop. i. 192.
¢ XeNopPH. dnab. Op. p 322, " XerNopw. loc. cit. p, 356.



CHAP. L SATRAPIES. MESOPOTAMIA. 87

or cisterns.® To the north of these lived the Chaldei,? in-
habiting regular cities; a no less warlike race than the
Carduchi, accustomed to fight in linen corslets, with pikes
and short swords, with which they sought to cut off the
heads of their enemies. Next came the Phasiani and Tao-
chi, inhabiting the interior of the same mountainous dis-
trict; and then the Macrones, clothed in dresses made of
hair; the Colchi, on the sea-coast of the Euxine; and the
Mosyneci, the wildest and rudest of all these tribes, situated
in the eastern division of Pontus;* to whom adjoined the
Chalybes, subjects of the former, a nation celebrated in the
Homeric poems as possessing mines of silver, but i the
time of Xenophon working only iron mines, by which they
gained their livelihood. ~ All these tribes, though occa-
stonally enrolled as mercenaries in the Persian armies, paid
little regard to the authority of the great king, being suffi-
ciently protected by their mountains and strong holds
against the incursions of his troops.'*

On the other hand, these mountains enclosed an exten-
sive tract, Armenia, which was subject to the Persians, and
formed a separate satrapy. It was one of the most elevated
regions of Asia, surrounded on every side and intersected
by mountains, and of so cold a chmate, that even in milder
seasons the snow frequently falls deep enough to make the
roads nearly impassable. The valleys, however, and the
southern parts of the country are not unfruitful. Corn,
wine, and pulse are produced there in abundance, though
the more constant occupation of the inhabitants has at all
times been the keeping of cattle.® In the Persian period
they did not live in cities, but generally in great open
places; even the Persian satrap resided in one of these ; or
else in under-ground habitations, in which also they kept

8 PorTeR describes the great natural fertihty of this country in his Zravels,
vol. i. p. 130. The hills arc covered with noble woods: the grapes grow
wild, and may be pressed at once. Rice, wheat, and rye abound.

® RENNELL, Illustraton of the Expedition of Cyrus the Younger, p. 233, has
shown that XEvornon probably meant Chalde:, when he wrote (p. 356)
Clialybes. In the Cyrop Op. p. 70, the same country is assigned to them.

* See above, p 77. " XEeNopH. Op. p. 354

# XENOPHON expressly asserts this of the Carduchi, the Taochi, and the
Chaldan, loc. ctt p 336,

? STrABO, p 800, sqq.  For what follows, consult the elegant account of
Xr~ovuon, dnah Op p 327, sqq
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their cattle. Every place had its own ruler, who was
treated with great respect. and allowed to take provisions
wherever he might think proper. It may be remarked,
that the nation appeurs to have been generally distinguished
by a singular simplicity of manners, and almost patriarchal
hospitality. They were not then mfected with the spirit
of wandering and love of trade, which at the present day
make them so often strangers to their own country; though
some traces of such a disposition may be discovered, even
under the Persians. They kept up a close commercial
communication with Babylon, (whither they exported their
wines by the Euphrates,*) as well as with Tyre und the
other maritime cities of Pheenicia, which took from them
thewr cattle, particularly therr mules and horses.® The
latter were so laghly prized, that a yearly tribute of twenty
thousand were delivered for the service of the Persian
monarch ;*° they were smaller, but more spirited, than those
of the Persians, and belonged to the Median breed ; which
we shall have occasion to mention hereafter.

II. COUNTRIES OF UPPER ASIA, LYING BETWEEN THE
TIGRIS AND INDUS.

WE are now arrived at the principal provinces of the Per-
sian monarchy, which contamned the abodes of the conquer-
ors, and the capital of the empire. Even at the present
day they are comprised under the general name of Persia,
though Farsistan, the original country of the Persians, forms

a very small part of this territory. Anciently they were
called by the Orientals themselves by the common term of
Iran, (the Ariana of the Greeks,') and the inhabitants, in-

* Herop. i, 194, ¥ Ezek(EL, Xxvil. 14. ' StraBO, p. 797.

' We must carefully distinguish between the terms Aria and Ariana, as
used by the Greeks. The former was applied to a province which we shall
have occasion to describe in the sequel ; the latter 1s equivalent to Iran, and
appears to have been formed from the ancient term in the Zend language,
Erene, The whole of Iran composes a sort of oblong, the Tigris and Indus
forming its sides to the east and west, the Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean
bounding it to the south ; and the Caspian, with Mount Taurus and the nver
Oxus, shutting it in to the north. These were also the limits of the ancient
Ariana, (see STRABO, p. 1048,) except that, towards the west, its boundary
was an imaginary line separating it from Persia Proper. Of this more ex-
tensive district, Aria (according to STraB0) formed only a part, distinguished
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asmuch as they possessed fixed habitations and laws, were
styled Iranians, in opposition to the Turanians, or wander-
ing hordes of Central Asia. The distinction between our
country, and not our country, is that on which the geo-
graphy of all nations, especially oriental nations, is apt to be
grounded. Notwithstanding the great diversity which pre-
vails in these countries, which in superficial extent are at
least four times as large as Germany, they all enjoy a de-
licious climate, the mountainous tracts alone excepted ;
their fertility being generally proportionate to the supply
of water they possess. In some parts it is altogether want=
ing ; and to remedy this, it was usual of old, and continues
to be so at present, to irrigate such districts by drawing off
streams of water into a multitude of canals. In this manner
the Oxus, being divided into forty smaller currents, was
made to water an extensive plain ;* and for the same reason
Cyrus devoted a whole campaign to the task of leading off
the water of the Gyndes into a number of streamlets.® By
such means the arid parts were irrigated ; the inhabitants
erther cutting tanks to receive 1t, or sinking wells ; or, last-
ly, conducting the water of springs from place to place
through subterranean ducts.* This fact, which the observ-
ations of the best informed modern travellers tend to con-
firm, may explain how it has come to pass that many dis-
tricts, anciently celebrated for their fertility, are at present
barren and unproductive. A single invasion, by destroying
the watercourses, is sufficient to reduce in a short time a
fertile and flourishing country to an arid desert ; and to how
many such disastrous contingencies has Persia at all times
been exposed !

Of all these districts, Persia, properly so called, (Fars or
Fersistan,®) unquestionably demands our chief attention, as

by its superior fertihty. HERODOTUS appears to have been unacquainted with
the term Arana; he merely (viw 62, 66) mentions the Arii, as a nation allied
to the Medes.

2 Herob. ui. 117. The Aces of this anthor is probably the Oxus.

* Herop. i. 189.

* An accurate account of these canals will be found in Moriz=r, Journey to
Persia, p. 163. Sec also Porysivs, x. 23, 3, for the manner in which they
were constructed by the ancient Persians.

. ® Pars1s the Persian, Furs the Arabic pronunciation of the word : the Per-
sian termination stun denoting country. Almost all the modern names of the
part of Upper Asia subject to the Persians, end thus: Farsistan, the country
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the chief country of the conquerors, and the seat of govern-
ment. It formed a satrapy by itself,’ independent of the
adjacent Susiana, (Khuzistan,) though frequently associated
with the latter by ancient writers; forming a country of
moderate extent, not much larger than Hungary, but pre-
senting a great variety m its parts.” The southern portion,
bordering on: the gulf to which it has given name, is a sandy
plain, rendered almost uninhabitable during the summer
months by heat, and by the pestilential winds which blow
over it from the deserts of Kerman. It is generally inac-
cessible on the side of the sea ; the flat shore, unindented by
any inlet, offering only m one or two places the shelter of a
harbour. At a little distance from the sea the land rises as
1t were in terraces ; the surfaces of which form downs, whose
rich pastures are watered by a number of rivulets, and
covered with villages and numerous herds. Fruits of all
sorts are here found in abundance, and the excessive heat of
the sea-shore becomes mitigated. Towards the north these
agreeable districts pass into lofty and sterile mountains, a
continuation of the range of Taurus, enclosing some fruitful
valleys, but, for the most part, affording shelter only to a
few nomad tribes and their flocks, being generally inca-
pable of tillage. The soil is for the most part arid and un-
productive, and the mild climate of the country just de-
scribed becomes so inclement, that, even in the summer
season, the mountain tops are not unfrequently covered with
snow. This ungenial region was, nevertheless, the cradle
of the conquerors of Asia. Inured from their childhood to
a rugged climate, they conquered without difficulty the ef-
feminate inkabitants of the low-lands ; but, although 1t was
the policy of their rulers to attach them as much as possible
to their barren country,® they were soon seduced by the
allurements of luxury, a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>