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Excerpts from Materials for the reference of the Informa-
tion Bureau, Japanese Foreign O0ffice.
/2N .. . No. 1l (June 1932) - No. 25 (Oct. 1932)

(A) eplies of Vis ait 0 uestionna .

June 2nd, 1932.

1. It is impossible to say that withdrawal from the
League might not in some circumstances be the right course
for Japan to pursue. But I hope that such circumstances

may not arise. Japan will, of course, fulfil her pledges

as a Member so long as she remains one.

2. This government have recently and repeatedly
stated that no danger whatever of war with the Soviet 1
Union exists. The attitude of the Boviet governn‘nt in
respect of affairs in Manchuria has been perfectly
correct, and the Japanese government only wish that the
Union government might see their way to repose such a

further measure of confidence in their sincerity as

would enable the Union to discontinue all concentrations
of troops in the Far Bast, - a concentration which, the
Japanese Government believe, is the real source of the
recent unfounded rumours of dissension between the two

countries. At the same time it is feared that the J
affect of concluding a treaty of non-aggression with
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4 the U.8.8.R. would be to weaken the force of the Kellogg
Treaty and to cast a shadow on the relations of Japan




with every State with which no "angi-aggression treaty”
existed. It would amount to the setting up of those

special intimacies which have so often been deprecated.

Accordingly the most serious consideration must be devoted

to all the circumstances attending the subject before

any definite decision can be arrived at. The interests
which the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics may have

in the Chinese Easterr Railway are not considered to
militate in any way against the legitimate interests

of Japan in Manchuria, where the policy of the Open

Door is in full force, and where full effect ought to

be accorded to every vested interest of whatever national
complexion.

3. For the above reasons it is not considered
desirable that Japan should acquire any interests
possessed by others in the Chinese Eastern Railway.'

4, The recognition of Manchukuo must depend on the
the usual conditions for the recognition of a new State,

including its proved capacity for maintaining itself

as such. Clearly, her propinquity and the vital interests

of Japan in Manchuria make this a matter on which it is
peculiarly proper for Japan to come to a decision. The
annexation of Manchuria is certainly not desired; nor

does Japan wish in any illegitimate way to control the
policy of the Manchukuo authsritioa. She desires only
to obtain from them the satisfaction of her rights and
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interests in the regions under their control. The question
of despatching more troops to Manchuria is one which
entirely depends upon circumstances, and here again it

is obviously impossible to prophesy. Nor 1is it possible

to say how long military operations there may have to be
continued.’-Ir the countenance afforded to bandits by the
present unsettled state of political affairs in China
should be ended through the recognition on the part of the
League of Nations of the unsubstantial nature of the Natio-
nal government's claims in this region, military oparations
there would probably come to a speedy and successful end. |

5. It need scarcely be repeated that the Japanese
Government adhere firmly to the principles of the Open
Door and Equal Opportunity for all nations in Manchuria.

No Customs Union or Economic Federation between Japan and
Manchuria is even contemplated.

6. In the matter of military discipline, the Ministers
for War and of the Navy are always doing their utmost to
see that it is maintained. I am informed that, after
the deplorable incident of May 15th last, both Ministers
{mmediately issued allocutions to the whole of the officers
and men of the Services directed to the strict observance
of discipline and order., It is not understood what is
meant by the terms "rightwing"” and "reactionary”: nor
whose political power is supposed to be liable to be

{ncreased by such a "revolution” as is referred to.
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Nor is it understood what is meant by "the soe-called
Fascist movement”. If what is meant is the widespread
dipcontont which is felt throughout the world with
party politics, as unrepresentative of the true feeling
of mations, this government feel that such discontent
can only be controlled by the co-operation of leaders
of all parties in satisfying the national desire for
good government.

7. The Japanese Government would not be unwilling
to co-operate in a revision of the Instruments in question,
if such a revision were desired by others. They feel,
however, like their predecessors, that what is really
necessary is a substitution of confidence and good
feeling for eriticism and suspicion. In the absence of
this, they could not feel that any revision of the Treaties
would be of much avail, or that it might not be superseded

before long by some change in the ever-changing circumstances
of China,

considerable and influential section of American and
European Opinion too hastily came to an adverse opinion
on the Japanese proceedings in Manchuris and Shanghai
without troubling to acquire a full knowledge of the
situation in either case. In particular, many treated

the question as though it were one of the invasion of
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a regularly organized State by Japan: They ignored

the Chinese acfs of violence against the Japanese r%llway
and the Japanese marines - and they envisaged Manchuria

as a part of the territories administered By the National
Government at Nankin. These assumptions may have been
natural, but they were not accurate and nét necessary;

and the whole Japanese people feel that to rush to
embrace such suppositions and to brand Japan as aggressive
1n consequence was not the act of a real friend. The
relations between Japan and the other Powers are now
excellent, as the position of Japan comes to be better
understood by the world at large. It would seem that

the only policy to be followed by Japan is to adhere
unswervingly to her engagements, to work for the maintenance
of the Open Door and Equal Opportunity throughout the
vorld, and to seek the restoration of the world's economic
balance by the breaking down of the tariff walls which

are at present stifling trade.

9. The Independence of the Philippines is conceived
to be entirely a matter for the United States. It would
scarcely be proper, therefore, to express an opinion as
to whether such a step would embarrass Japan, or affect
the development of trade relations with this country:
8till less would it be proper to consider the question
of entering into any treaty guarantee. It may, however,

be distinctly stated that Japan would not care to possess
that archipelago.
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QUESTIONS THE ASSOCIATED PRESS WOULD LIKE TO ASK THE PRIME
MINISTER AND ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER, HIS EXCELLENCY,
ADMIRAL VISCOUNT SAITO.

l. It has been frequently suggested during recent months
that Japan withdraw from the League of Nations. Does the
new government believe such a step will be necessary? Will
every effort be made to remain within the League?

2. Abroad it is widely believed that there is real danger
of war between Japan and Soviet Russia. Does the govern-
ment believe such danger exists? Will the new government
be willing to conclude a nog-aggrisqlon treaty with Russia?
Does the fact of Russia's joint ownership in the Chinese
Bastern Railway constitute a menace to Japanese interests

and purposes in North Manchuria?

3. Does the government believe it desirable for Japan to

acquire Russia's interests in the Chinese Bastern Railway,

by purchase or otherwise? Will it be necessary for Japan

to assume military control of this r&ilﬁii in order to

complete the restoration of peace in lanohuria?

4. Will Japan recognize the new state of Iaﬁhhoukuo?

Does this government desire the annexation of*!hnohuria?

Does Japan desire to control the gdlicioa of lhnnhoukuo

through the numerous Japanese advicbra in the onploy of that

state? Does the govurnn.nt believe it will be necessary

to send more troops to Ihnohuria? How long will lilitnry |

operations in that region bo cantinnnd? H\
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5. Does the gofarnmont favor the maintenance of the Open

. Door in Manchuria for the commerce of all nations? Does

it contemplate the establishment of a customs union, or
other form of economic federation, between Japan and
Manchuria?
6. What moaéuroa are contemplated to ensure the enforce-
ment of military discipline in Japan, to prevent the
recurrence of terrorist disorders like those of May 159
Are measures to control the so-called Fascist movement
considered necessary? Is there danger of any form of
rightwing, or raactionary; revolution in Japan?
7. Does the Government favor revision of the Nine Power
Treaty concerning China or the Four Power Pacific Treaty?
8. Does the new government feel that American and Buro-
pean opinion has been unjust to Japan in regard to Manchuria
and the Shanghail conflict? What policies does the govern-
ment expect to follow with a view to improvement of relations
and understanding between Japan and the Western Powers?
9. Would this government welcome, or otherwise, granting
of independence to the Philippines by the United States?
Would it embarrass Japan by upsetting the equilibrium of
the Far Bast or by encouraging independence agitation in
her own dependencies? Would it be likely to improve or

% hinder the development of trade relations between Japan
and the Philippines? If America frees the Philippines
would Japan be will to enter into a treaty guaranteeing
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the independence and integrity of the Philippine state?
Would Japan care to possess the Philippines?
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