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INTERN..TTONAL PROSECUTICN SLCTION
D&c. Nos., 23@9_tq 2373 inclusive 3 July 1946
" ANALYS1S OF DOCUMENT..RY EVIDENCE
DESCAXIPTION OF LWTACHED DOCUMENT

Title and Nature: Official comauniques, verbai reporus,

and diary extracts of high officials reveallng progrecs or
Japanese-Russian relations

Date: (sec below) Original ( ) Copy (x) Lunguage:

No (x)

Has it been translated? Yes (
No (x)

Has it been photostated? Yes

Ty gl W it®

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL
Document Division
SOURCE OF ORIGIN.IL: Russian Division

PERSONS IMPLICATED: YOSHIS/ i, Kenichi; OSHIM., hiroshi;
HIROT:, Koki

CRT.ES TO WHICH DOCUMENT ..PPLIC.BLE: Japanese relaticns
with USSR

SUMFILRY OF RELSV.LNT POINTS
Doc. No. 2369

Excerpts froa k. 1. LITVINOV's diary recording his
talk with YOSHIS.\ V., Japanese Foreign Minister on 31 Dec 31
re possible Japanese-Russian non-aggression pact.

Doc. No. 2370

Extracts froa record of talk betwsen German foreign
Minister RIBBENT .OP, and OSHIM/, Japanese hshabassador to
Germany in Fuschl on 23 Feb 41. (5 sheets with 20
photostat sheets attached) (German)

Doc..  Nos: 2369 to 2373 incl
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2.) Wie ist die Besetzung Islands durch Ameriks

in Jopaaiecher Offentlichkaibeth.dar iAsal.

53 vor allem 10 dennadgakondan Reglorunses kad.
Militerkreisen aufgenosmen worden? Wie beurteilt
gan dlese Aktion? Haben Sie den Bindruck, daB

gen in Jepmm vislleicht geneigt sein kdnnte, doch
eine-allerdings sahr kurssichbtige- Politik zu
treibem, die darsuf binausliefe, durch einen Aye-
gleich mit Amorikn, dloaes auf lange Zeit in '
einem europaischen Krieg su fesseln, um ohne
selbat mit Ameriks in offensn Konflikt su kommen
in Ostasien frele Beod zu habem, die chinesischen
Dinge in Ordousg su bringen und sich im Suden
veiter sussubreitem? Ich brsuche nicht mu
betonen, caB disa, wie gesagt, eine auBerordent-
14ch kurssichtize Politik wire und badeuten wirde,
da8 Jepan die grofe bistorische, nie viederkehrende
Gelegenheit damit verpassen kiinnte,

Denn, mit HEngland und Aserika wird Japan niemals
ein groBeres Oastasien herntellen konnen, sondern
nur - gegenpdiese belden lander., Bs wiire ein
furchtbarer TrugschluB Jer japanischen Begiurﬁng.
wern sie glaudte, eine solche gigentinsche, histo-
rische Botscheidung wie die Btablierung lhrer Bacht-
stellung ia Ostasien von dem schleuen Enplindern
und Aserikanern diplomazisch erhandeln zu kdénnenm.
Diese wilrcen vislleicht scheinbar sus Oppertunitit
gowisse Kompiom'sne wur Zeit machen, im Grundsits-
|{chen aber nie nachgeben, um daan bei gunstiger
Gelegenheit uber Jepan rerzsufnllen, und 1hm alles
su entreifen, was es mit dem Blu® seiner Armee

{n der leisten Jahren gewcnnen hat.

3. ) Jch bitle um gensuen Bericht Uber dle
Heaxt '
nywmlch verstehe
aicht gans, warum Sie hlieruber nicht bersits eingshend
Bericht erstattet habem, Wie Ihnen Herr Matsuoka

sagte .

B
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sagte, wollte er ja die Botschaft dem japanischen
Sabinett und dem Kaiser unterbreiten, Wie war

deren Reaktion 7 Hat Herr Matsuoka Ihnen hieriiber
bei Ihrer Unterredung pichts mitgeteilt?
Gegebenenfalls bitte ich, diese Frage mit dex
japanischen AuBenminister erpeut sufsunebaem, wobed
wohl selbstrerstandlich suf diese Botachaft eine
Antwort ean uns tu erwarien ist,

4.) Pur dig Weijsrguba.desBcabibesiahis
des jepanischen Botachafters im Moskau bitte ich
bel dleser Uelegenuelt deA 1ananischan AuBanainigisr
su dankem, 5s ware gul, wenn wir weiter leufend
auf diesem Wege Nachrichten sus RuSland erhalten
kdnnten,

Zussesenf{isgcend mOchte ich sagen :
Ich habe pech wie vor volles Yertruuen 1o die
japanische Politik urd ‘n den )Japanischen AuBenmi-
nister, vor allem schon deawegen, well die beutige
japanische Hegierung tatsichlich unverantwortlich
handeln wii-ds gegendbder dor Zukunft ihrer ¥ationm,
wonn sie d.sse einzalige Gelegenheit nicht ergrei-
fen wirde, ums sowobl dies russische Frage su ldsen,
als auch ihre Ausdebnung qa?EHSHEEE‘ﬁhd'BajiIdng der
EETE;;I;EEiEhf;a;;*-in fur allems]l aichersustellen.
Ds RuSland, wie der japanische Botschafter sus
Moskan meldetl, tatsachlich vor dea Zusammenbruch
steht, was sich im Ubrigen such mit unseren ggob—
achtungen, soweit wir Ales bel der sugeablicklichenm
Kriegslage su beurteilen vermogen, deckt, ist es ja
schlebhtordings uvaoglich, daB Japan nicht, soWffM
os militariech fertig 1st, die Frage Wladiwoatek
und des sibiriachez HReaumen 1Bet,
DaB Japen im Suden sich weltere Positionen in
Indochine usw, sichern will, 1isgt selbstversfindlich
euch in umserea Interesad, Wle Lberhaupt jeds expss- -
sive NaSnahae Japans von uns grundsitslich begriift
vird Was die Prage der Konsequensen ambetrifft, die
sich aus der Beseibumg Jslands durch amerikanische
Streitkrifte erzebam kinmem und wohl erjebem werdens,
und die vom uns in iiesew Zasammenhang Japan gegenllber

ainsunshsends Baltucz., werde ich Ihnem im des nichstem
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*ine eingehende Instruktion tugehen lsssem, Schon
heute sei su Ihrer Sprachregelung gessgt, daB die
Tatsache des Bntsendens amorikanischer Streitkrifte
sur militirischen Unterstitsung Englands in dss von
uns offisiell bekanntgegebene Operationsgebiet
alcht nur die agressiven Absichten Roosevelts klar
unter Beweis stellt, sondern dal die Tatsache des
Eindringens emerikanischer Streitkréifte in diegs
Kampfsone sur Unterstlitsung Englanis ag sich beraite
eine Aggression gogen Deutschland und Buropa bedeutet.
Denn: man kama nicht auf einea Krisgsachauplats auf
dea sich svei Armsen bekiiapfen, an der Seite der
., 9inen Armes eatreten, ohns selbat aitschiefen su
vollen und ohne es auch su tun, DaB i3 Palle des
Ausbruchs von Foindseligkeiten swischen Deutschland
und Aseriks, wobei schon heute als abzolut foststehend
angesehen werden kann, daB ausschlieBlich Amerika de:
Aggressor ist, Jepan zu seinen Vtrpfl'.chtungol aus
dea Dreimiichtepakt ateht, bezweifle {:h ksinenm
Augenblick,

Ich bitte Sie im Ubrigen, mit allen Ihnen
tu Ca

-mld Y
85t0 besser ist by,
iben, da
 Wipters auf der Transaibirischen

‘reichen. Mi} dea Tusazmenruck Buslamds
AT-wird div-Posttion der Dreimiichtepaktstasten
in der Welt so gigantiach sein, daB die Prags des
usammendrudhes Englands, bsw, der absoluten Ver-
ichtung der englischen Imseln mr noch eine
dor Zedt 1st, Der Inbesitsnahme der fur die

&R restlichea Fositionen des britischen
laperiume wIrd Tand aber 61n von der gensen Ubrigen
Folt v3llig 1s0liertes Aserika allein gegenliberstehen,

Ich bia,...

24954
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Ich bin der felsenfestesn ﬁba;gpuﬁung. da3, wenn die
Dreierpektstaaten Jamn feut tusatgenhalten und

A —— i — —— e T— .

joder Iktlon der Amerikaner sofort att den gleichen
Vaffon entgegentreten, die Durcheetsung der von

uns gewlinschten Neuordnung selbstverstdndlich

sein und keinerlei uniuberwindliche Schwiarigkeliten
mehr beraitnlulbtdrﬂll.gbrigen biite ich, in der
nichsten Zeit mdglichst oft und ausfihrlich tiber
jede Entwicklung in der politischen Lage dort su

berichten.

Bibtentrop,

Vermerk: Unter Nr, 1018 in Botschaft
Tokio weltergegsben.
Tel.ltr. TO-JUI 1941.




QQCUMENT No. 2370 ' Page 1,

4

" U.S.S.R. No. 52

Extracts from the record of the talk be-
tween Ribbentrop, Germany Foreign Minister
and Oshima, Japanese Ambassador to Germany
Fuschl on February 23 1941 on 5 sheets with

thotostat on 20 sheets attached.

(\{..ﬂ
A YA TRANSLATION OF DO 'CU'CH"P ENT T83% -
PS OFFICE OF U.S. 0
N COUNSEL

|
PO = e

Circular, RAM No. 56/R or 2/3, 41
su¥j: conference RAM/ Oshima in Fuschl 23, 11.41,

65 214

FOREIGN OFFICE
RAM NO, 56/R Personal Be"rlini 2 March 1941

trict secret

In the inclosure is forwarded, for strictly confidential and
purely personal information, an extract of a report on my con-
ference with the new Japanese Ambassador OSHIMA in Fuschl on
23 February 1941, This exposition is of fundamental signific~-
ance for orientation concerning the general political situation,
as it impends for Germany at the outset of Spring 1941,

signed:
Ribbentrop.

To: The Germany Embassy in Ankara
- Madrid
Moscow

ome uir
Rome {Vat,g
The German Legation in Athens
) Belgrad
Bern
Budapest
Bukarest
Helsinki
Lisbon
Pressburg
Sofia

Stockholm
each particularly - .

~

65215
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DOCUMENT No., 2370 Page 2.

‘

Confidential

The enclosures are State secrets in the sense of #88 R. St.
Gi B. in the meaning of the law of 24 April 1934 (RGBL. I S 341

££),

Concerning the handling of sealed material compase decree
of 21 March and 30 September 1940-MBD 29 g Ang. II and III-,

Single copies of written reports to the Foreign Office are
to be forwarded in a strong double envelope, the outer one
sealed. The outer envelope must have the instription "To the
Foreign Office, attention of chief bureau hand, Hofrat Schimpke,
or representative in office," and the inner envelope must carry
the .address of the signer of the order authorizing the report
or, in case this is the State Secretary, the Ministerial
Dirigent, it rmust have the signature of the Referatsleiter,
and following this must stand:

"To the Foreign Office, attention of~---=-ve--we-
or representative,

On both envelopes of the written messages will be noted the
date and number thereof without indication of the secret con-
tents, In the message index will be given date and the number
of the messages, also without indication of the secret contents,
and in the space "Statement of Contents" will be given the
recipient in the Foreign Office named on the inside envelope
(compase also decree of 26 February 1940-Pers, 1402 g -)

If the possibility of forwarding sealed material in the pre-"
scribed way does not exist, the secret cipher process is to

be used. -

Enclosure Strictly secret.

T0 RAM No. 96/R
Extract

from the report of the conference of the Reich Foreign
Minister with ambassador Oshima in Fuschl on 23 February 194l.

Following particularly sincere mutual greetings the RAM Reich
Foreign Minister declared that ambassador Oshima had won out
against the many doubters in Japan with the politics he had
carried on with Germany. By Germany's victory in the west
these politics had been fully justified. He (the RAM) regrets
that the alliance between Germany and Japan, on which he had
been working with the ambassador for many years already, had
come into being only after various detours, but public opinion
in Japan had not been ripe for it earlier. The main thing is,

however, that one is together now,

Entering into the general political situation the Reich
Foreign Minister declared: The Fuehrer bad always looked for
an understanding with England and he (RAM) had himself been
sent to England as an ambassador in his time to undertake a last
attempt in this direction. A certain possibility had existed
in the person of King Edward, even though it was to have been
doubted from the beginning'wﬁether the king would exert him-
self. He (the RAM) had been more than skeptical already at
his arrival in London, and had considered the chances for an
" understanding as 100 %o 1. The war-incited clique in England

ey
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DOCUMENT No. 2370 Page 3.

then also won the upper hand. When he (the RAM) left England
war was unavoidable. Then when it came to war the Fuehrer
decided on a treaty with Fussia ~- a necessity for avoid

a_two-front war. Perhaps this moment was difficult for Japan.

The treaty was however in the interest of Japan, for the
Japanese empire was interested in as rapid a German Victory
as possible, which was assured by the treaty with Russia.
Furthermore he (the RAM) had made it clear to Stalin as well
as to the public that the treaty between the Réich and Russia
in no way affected the German-Japanzse relationship. Now the
German-Japanese glliance has been made. Ambassador Oshima is

-the man who gets credit for it from the Japanese side after
conclusion of the alliance, The questicn of its furither

development now standas in the Toreground., How is the situation
in this respect?

There are no military problems on the continent any longer
which could be dangerous for Germany. Germany would not
tolerate it in any circumstances that Fngland should get a
foothold. ™herever the English might make this attempt, in
the Mediterranean, in Greece or possibly in Portugal, they
would immedlately be thrown out. The war as such is already
won to-day for the Axis, it is a matter now of proving to
England that it can undertake nothing more against the Axis
and that its hope of crushing the Axis powers, based on the
blockade, hunger, or unrest in the Axis countries or occupied
territories, is vain. England had to be forced to admit that

she possessed no prospects for victory any more and would have
to sue for peace,

Germany 1s observing developments in France sharply, the
Reich .foreign-minister continusd. Germany has no interest in
an occupation of the whole country, particularly in view of
French Africa, that is should not fall into the hands of de
Gaulle, Aside from that France is neither a political nor a

military problem any longer. Her power is broken for all time
and would remain so.

As for the garrisoning of other countries occupied by German
troops, Denmark, Norway, Holland, Belgium, Poland, this is a
purely police function which Germany was exercising and tied
down few forces. In the present state of technical weapons
(Stukas, tanks) it is possible to consrol the largest land
arQQS'with comparatively small uwnits of troops. The hoones of
England for disturbances in tne occupied territories are with-
cut avail, Besides complete peace exists there. In Germany
there is no lack of fced, it 1s supplisd for years, Also in
the occupied lands there is suifficien* food. In the calm of
raw material supply certain insufficiencies nccasionally do
exist, for practical purposes, however, nothing could happen
to us, This is being taken care of by the Four-Year Plan
which is making Germany more independent daily, and in addition
by the tremendous economic area which Germany controls.

Military, the Reich Foreizn Minister continued. The Fuehre.
had created a number of new formations during the winter, In
the Spring 240 divisions, including 186 first-class attack
divisions are available., The Tuehrer 1is determined not to
permit any more English troops con Greek territories Rumania,
Hungaer and Slovakia have already joined the threec-power
pact; omorrow we could sign with Bulgarla., The--time of join-
ing is however determined by military necessity. Bulgaria has
recently signed a treaty with Turkey, upon our inetigation,

-

B (hvaintimde dodd .

-
' =

. 'JI-I ::;J:ip;m*i h:lfr l’!ﬁlﬂ - W NS,

AT

"ﬁ, - .': .

SIS Y Pt At

4

- 'il‘ , . o g" ;;g .




L ]

A

DOCUMENT No. 2370 . Page 4,

This Turkish-Bulgarian declaration signifies a clear separa-
tion of Turkey from tle warlike developments in the Balkans
and from England, Neitner Turker nor. Nussia would undertake
anvtaing in case of German incervention in Creece. Shculd
the tasks however become active against expectations, sulii-
cient troors are preparsd to destroy them utterly.

Yugoslav statesmen have recently becn on a visit to Germany
in ordar to announce their willingness to live at vpeace with
us and Italy. Ve were cailmiy awaitving developmenis. Yugo-
slavia woulid sooner or later have to come over into ocur camp,
whether by joining the three-power pact or by other arrange-
ments., The Prince Regent Paul appears to hesitate yet, but he
also would have to bow to thz national reason, With the
Greeks came down a peg or wiaether the action against them
would have to be carried out, the English had to get out of
Greece.

Italy, The Reich Foreign ?inister continued, had suffered
reverses, Greece had unfeortwnately heen attacked without our
knowledge. The Duce had believed he had to do this because
Greace had placad bases at the disposal of England. The action
was badly prepared militarily. Five Italian cdivisicns stocd
against twelve Greek Divisions in bad weather. The Italian
soldiers are good but badly eguipped and poorly led, To-day
the front in Greece is tablei no danger exists any lonzer,
German troops are not comumitted therse., As to the situatlon of
Italy in Nerth Africa the fact 1s that Graziani had attacked
too late, The Italians werz conseguently surprised at Sidi
Bassani, Thzs victory nerch of Gesneral Wavell was to be
explained by the tank-(fear) of the Italians, who have not
been trained enough for tank-warfare,

To support the Italians we have now sent a unit to Lyhia
under the leadership of a capable gesneral, in order to hold
certain positions as a bricdgehead and also later to disable
the Bnglish, Furthermore the Italian people stani firmly be-
hind the Ducej there is no reason for worry. Where we can we
are helpinz Italy in regsrd to supprlies of raw material.

1timately the events in Nerth Africa have no influence on the
final victory which was sure to us.,

With Spain, the Reich Foreign lMinister went on, we are stan
ing on good and intimate terns. t would join the three-power
pact soonsr cor late:, but could not yet decide on an open step
because of difficulties in the food supnly, In itscelf a quizk
decision by Spain would have perwlitied the GiLralter oroblem .
tc be atiackad as scon as v2essivle and theredy to speed the
final victory.:

With reference to Russia it could be seaid that Stalin is a
cool and shrewd politician who would avoid undertaking some-
thing against us, this above all in view of our mililtary
strength.,. It is clear that Bolshevism continues to show the
tendency of planting its shoots in other counties.

Should Gecrmany lose the war, the Soviet star would rise uver
Europe. We observe the situation.in the East attentively ana
with supreme calm. A German-Russian conflict, however, would
result in a gigantic Germen victory and signify the ené of
the Soviet regime,

As for the war against England, we had poor weather .for o
bombers during the Fall and Winter who were not sufficiently
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trained for ccmbat tc be sure, but in spite of this hoeavy
damage was dcne which had a strongly retarding effect on
English war production, atec. The bombings would continue in
increasing measure so that we hope to destroy very much morc
than America 1s in a condition to replace. We ncw have air
{ supremacy over the whole continent. When we shall win zir
suprenecy over England depends on further developments.

at scoc the ccmmitment of the U-boat weapon has thus far
been comparatively slight; after the congd of larech the commit-
ment of the U~boat weapon would mltiply in a short tine.
Then with the ccmbination airforce-U-boet weapon we would
deel terrible blows on England. The loss of tonnage is al-
reedy now making considerable difficulties fcr the English
food supply. Moat and fat are already scarce. It is now a
matter of reducing iaports by sinkings tc a definite level
which lay below the absoluto minimum for English existence.
Thereby England's situ=tion yould tazke cetastrophic shspe
overnight, The landing in England is grepared, its sxecution
ho¥$vor depends on various factors, above 2ll on weather con-
ditions,

Ccneerning Literica, the Reich Foreign Minister wont on, it
must bc noticed that Rocsevelt is tho moust bitter eneny cof
Germeny and Japan., As far as he was concerncd, he would like
to cnter the war. Heow.ver we have an interest in keeping America
out of thas war. Should America enter the war in spite of this it
could nct wage the war milibarily et all, The bro=d space of the
oceans lying between us znd Americz make this impossible. In
East Asia ALmerices. would hardly darz to send its fleet beyond
Hawaii, as it would 2t ounce be threatened with dostruction by
the Japanes: flzet. In the Atlantic Ocean therae is a2 lack of
commitmecnt possibilitics with the exception of England: Landing
ln Eurcpe is impossible but ifrizz also is too far removed.
Supply pcints for the fleet and lend trocps are lacking. It
adds up for practical purposes to the creation of lmericsn air
bases in England, In an a2ir war we are located in a strztegically
advantageous position with rcspest tc Engl-nd. We could beab
England ccnecntrically from the brcad besis of tho European coest
wWwnile England had toc spread out in departnsnt fashicn in its
attacks on Eurcope end thereby split up. In an air duzl, Eurcpe
vs. Englend, Germany wculd always be superior, wo believe,
however, that it should be pcussible to keep America cut of the
war by skillfully coordinated politics cof thns zllied powers.

.

Thg Fuehrer would beat England wherever he would hit it.
Bgsides cur strength is nct only equal, but svpericr tc z com-
bined English-imoricszn air force at any timas. . The number of
pilots being at ovur disposal is unlimited, the same is true
for our sirpl=ane production possibilities. 4s far es quslity
is concerned ours was always supcrior to the Ernglish (not to
talk of the Ascricen) and we are on the way to even enlarge
this lcad. On order of the Fuehrer the anti~zireraft defense
too will be greatly reinfeorced. Since the Lrny has becen supplied
way beyond its requirements, cnoruious rescerves have becen stood
(the ammunition plents have been slowed down because of the
immense stoclt of matzrial): production cen now concentrate on
submarines, cirplanes and anticraft guns.

Evory eventuality has boen forescan; the war has becen won
to~day militerily, ceconomically and politically. Ye have the
desire tc snd the war quickly and to force England to sue for
peace soon, The Fushrer is vigcrous 2and hzaalthy, fully con-
vinced of victory and determined to bring the war to a2 nuick
and victcrious end. To this end the cccperaticn with Japen
1s of importaznce. However, Japan, in its own interest, should
come In 2s soon as possible. This woulc destrcy England's key
position in the Fer East, Japan on th2z other hand, wculd thus
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secure its position in the Far East, a position which it can
acquire only through war. There are three reasons speaking
for quick action:

1) Intervention by Japan would mean a decisive blow
against the center of the British Empire (threatening of
India, cruiser-war, etc,). The effect upon the morale of
the British pcople would be very sericus and this would help
toward a quick ending of the war.

2) A surprising intervention by Japan would be apt to keep
America out of the war. America, which at present is not
armed as yet and which would hesitate greatiy to expose 1its
navy to any risks West of Hawaii, could do this even less so.
If Japan would otherwise respect the American interests there
would not even be the possibility for Roosevelt to use the
argument of lost prestige to make war plausible to the
Americans., It is very unlikely that America would declare
war if it then would have to stand by helplessly while Japan
takes the Philippines withovt America being able to do any-
thing about it.

3) Would it seem to be in the interest of Japan also to
securc for itself still during the war, inconsideration of tbh
coming new world vides, the position i{ wants to hold in the
Far BEast at the time of a peace treaty. Ambassador Oshima
agreed with me entirely and said that he would do everything

to carry through this policy.

The Foreign Minister mentioned further that, if America
should declarc war because of Japan's entry in%o the war
this would mean that America had the intenticn to enter %he
war sooner or later anyway. Even though it would be prefer-
able to avoid this, the entry into the war would, as explained
above, be by no means decisive and would not endanger the
final victory of the countries of the three-power-pact. The
Foreign Minister further cexpressed his belief to the effect
that a temporary rising of the British morale caused by
America's entry into the war would be destroyed by Japan's
entry into the war. If, however, contrary to all expecta-
tions, the Americans should be careless snough to send thelr
navy in spite of all beyond Hawaii and to the Far East, this
would represent the biggest chance for the countries of the
three-power-pacts to bring the war ranidly to an end. He
the Foreizn Minister, is convinced that the Japanese flee%
would then do a complete job, ~Lmbassador Oshima replied to
this, that, unfortunately he does not think the Americans
would do i%, but he is convinced of a victory of his flest
in Japanese waters.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs further explains that
closest cooperation was redquired for the common waging of
the war, particularly as far as news service and press wers
concerned. The cooperation with the Italians is alrecady
perfect, the same is true for the cooperation with Rumania,
Hungary and Slovakia. The press, radio, etc., of these
countries are aiready synchreniczeéd with each other that they
form one single weapon. The same kind of close contact must
be made with Japan., The ambaseador welcomed this and intends
to set up a progrem with our m2a aeterminlng how our Japanese
propaganda can be mogt effectively intensified in all fields.
Ambassador Oshima explains ihat when the three-power-pact was
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concluded, various opinions were still present in Japan.

It was then that the Emperor intervened with an ediet., Tt
must be stated, however, that, impressed by the German vic-
tory in the West, the Japanese people are now entirely for
the three-power-pact.

Ambassador Oshima remarked further that in Japan, under
the influence of events, the hard feeling against America
has risen considerably. The minister of Forelgn Affairs
referred to the recent statement of the Japanese Ambassador
in USA America concerning Japan's attitude in case of
America's entry intc the war, and wentioned nereto that
he considers best to talk plainr language to the USA.

Ambassador Oshima remarked hereto that the Japanese Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs had glven instructions to that
effect, The Minister for Foreign Affairs poilnted out that
particularly due to the desjire to keap America out of the
war, plain language must be used, Only if the U.S.A,
realize that they are confronting firm determination will
they hold back, The people in the U.S5,A. do not like
National Socialism, however they are not willing to scari-
fice their sons and therefore are against an entry into the
war. The American people feel instinetively that they are
drawn into the war for no reason by Roosevelt and the Jewish
manipulators. Therefore, our politics with the U.S.A. should
be distinet and strong, but, of course, not aggressive, In
the U.S.A. one must realize that Germany, Italy and Japan
have no hard feelings for the American people, that, however,
should the U,S.A. have any aggressive intentions, they would
confront a strong front of determined people, a front at
that, which includes the whole world., One would therefore
have to work in closs cooperation against the attempts of
misrepresentation by the British propaganda. As far as
speeches and addresses of a principle naturs are concerned
1t would be necessary to keep up a continuous exchange of
ildeas. In this connection the Winister for Forelgn Affairs
referred to a recent remark made by latsuoka concerning
Japanese willingness to act as mediator for peace negotia-
tions. This remark has be=zn greatly exploited by the enemy
propaganda,

The Minister for Foreign Affairs continued by saying that
it was Japan's friendship which enabled Germany to arm after
the antikomintern pact was concluded, On the other hand,
Japan was able to penetrate deeply into the English sphere
of interest in China, Germany's victory on the continent
does now, after the conclusion of the three-power pact, bring
great advantages for Japan., France. as a power, is eliminate.
In the Far East (Indochina),iEnglané too is considerably
weakened, and* closest to Singapore. Thus Germany has
already contributed largely to the shaping of the future
fate of the two nations. Due to our geographic situation
we would have to carry the main burden of the final battle
in the future too.* IT Germany should ever be weakened Japan
would find itself confronted by a world-coalition, We are
sitting in the same boat, The fate of both is being deter-
nined now for centuries to come. The same 1s true for Italy,

* A few lines of the German original are missing
here, See the original, page 14.
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The interests of the three countries would never intercect.
A defeat of Germany wsouid zlse mean the end of the Japanese
imperialistic icea,

Ambassador Oshing definitely agreed with these statements
and emphasized the fact tha* Japan was determined to keep
its imperial position. The Reich Foreign Minister then dis-
cussed the great pro“lems wnich would result for the narties
of the three-power-pact after Lhe warp by the new shaping of
order in Evrcoe and Enst Asia. The problems arising then
would require generous solutiocn. Thereby no overcsntrali-
zation should take place, but 2 solution should ve found on
a basis of parity, particularly in the economic realm, In
regard to this the Reich Foreign Minister advanced the funda-
mental principle that a free exchange of trade should take
place between the two spheres of interest, the European-
African hemisphere under the leadership of Germany and ftaly,
and the East-Asian sphere of interest uvundsr the lzadership
of Japan. As ne conceived it, for example, Japan would con-
duct trade and make trade agreements direc%ly'with the in-
dependent states in the Eurcpean hemisphere, as heretofore,
while Germany and Italy would trade directly and make t{rade
agresments with the independent countries lying within the
Japanese orbit of power, such as China, Thalland, Inaochina,
ete, Furthermore, as between the. two economio spheres, one
should fundamentally grant each other preferences with re-
gard to third parties, The amoassador expressed agracment
with this thought.

The Reich Foreign Minister then touched upon the question
explicitly pointed out as theoretical, that the contracting
powers might be required, cn the basis of new affronts by the
U.5.A., to break off diplomotic relations. Germany and Italy
were fundamentally determined on this, after signine of the
three-power-pact one should proceed if the occasion arises,
but also’ jointly in this matter. Such a lesson should open
the eyes of the people in the U.S.A, concarning the situation
and under certain conditions bring about a swing toward
isolation in public opinion, Naturally a situation had to
be chosen in which America found herpself entirely in the
wrong. The common step of the signatory powers should be
evaluated correspondingly in propaganda, The question,
moreover, was in no way acute at the time.

Oshime asked whether one had talked with the NMussian about
Joining the three-power-pact. Seien Foreign Minister affirmed
this. DMolotov had presented the stated proposal of Stalin
and thereafter declared fundamental willingness under certain

conditions. To their conditions belonged the Russian interest

in Finland, the desire for closer relations with Lilgaria,
and the Straits problem we had declared ourselves willing
to come out for a revision of the MONTREUX statute, but
expressed the conjecture that the Turks would hardly be
willing to meet halfway the Russian wishes. The Axis
guarantec far-reaching for Rumanis hagd not had any appsel
for the Russians. Finally, however, they hod to put up with
it in Moscow in view of ths strqQng economic interests which
we have in the Balkans, rarticularly in Rumanian oil. Be-
sides political talks with Russin were still in suspense,
“hen Balkan affairs had developed further they could be
resumed in this matter. The great trade treaty with Russia
contained in terms of value more than 2-1/2 billion reichs-
marks,

o 1% d"
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Upon the question of the Reich Foreign Minister concern-
ing the relations of Japan to Russia, Ambassador Oshima re-
plied that Molotov was ready to agree upon a pact on the
condition that the North-Sakkalin concessions would be
given back to Russia., The relations in gensral are good,
The hussians were giving comparatively little to Chiangz-
Kai-Shek, and only against vpayment.

With reference to China, Ambassador Oshima explaired,
there are two view points in Japan. One wanted to strengthen
Wang-Ching-Wei, the other wanted to read an understanding
with Chiang-Kai-Shek, Negotiations with the latter have been
broken off of late, The life of Japanese politics is however
as observed not uniform, Reich Foreign Minister advises to
hold back from a new attemnt at reaching an understanding
with Chiang-Kai-Shek until the German armies had again gone
into action and to reach as extensive a consclidation of
relationships as possible with Chiang-Kai-Shek under the
Impression of the success of German arms, One should not
receive a refusal, and Germany did not wish to shoot off her
powder too early for an eventual mediation. Moreover
Germany is prepared to assist Japan in the manner desired
of her, If the occasion should arise, also by strengthen-
ing the position of Wang-Ching-Wei.

Ambassador Oshima then stated that new times required
new conceptions. The conception of the oppressed and of
colonies should be removed. By his remarks he has in mind :
the territories of the Netherlands Indies, Burma and Afric .
The Reich Foreign Minister answered that %his was no easy
problem, that one would have to investigate carefully in
order to find new roads here,

Fuschl, 23 February 1941,

November 15th, 1945,
M/SGT. Wolfgzang E; THORMANN, 33 779 426, hereby certify

T
tﬁat I am thoroughly conversant with the English and German
languages; and that the above is a true and correct trans-

lation of the Document 1834-PS.

}/SGT. WOLFGANG E, THORMANN
33 779 426
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TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT 1834 -
PS OFFICE OF U.S.CHIEF OF

Page 1. - COUNSEL ____

Circular RAM No. 56/R of 2/3. 41
subj: conference RAM/ Oshima in Fuschl 23, 11l.41.

65 214
FOREIGN OFFICE
RAM BO. 56/R Personal gorlin, 2 March 1941
Strictly secret.

In the inclosure is forwarded, for strieckly confidential and purely
personal information, an extract of a report on my conference with the
new Japanese ambassador OSHIMA in Fuschl on 23 February 1941. This
exposition is of fundamental significance for orientation concerning
the general political situation, as it impends for Germany at the

outset of Spring 1941.

signed:
Ribbentrop.

To: The German Embassy in Amkara
Madrid

Moscow

Rome (Vat,

The German Legation in Athens ;
Belgrad ¥
Bern ,
Budapest
Bukarest
Helsihki
Lisbon
Pressburg
Sofia
s Stockholm
gack particularly -

65215
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ngo 7 OFFICE OF U.S.CHIEF 0C COUNBEL

CONTINUED
Confidential

The enclosures are State secrets in the sense of #88 R. St. G.B.in
the meaning of the law of 24 April 1934 (RGBL. I S 341 ff).

Concerning the handling of sealed material compase decree of 21
March and 30 September 1940-MBD 29 g Ang. II and III-.

Single copies of written reports to the Foreign Office are to be
forwarded in a strong double envelope, the outer one sealed. The outer
envelope must have the instription "To the Foreign Office, attention
of echief bureau hand, Hofrat Schimpke, or representative in office,"
and the inner envelope must carry the address of the signer of the
order authorizing the report or, in case this is the State Seeretary,
the Ministerial Dirigent, it must have the signature of the Referatslei-
ter, and following this must stand:

"To the Foreign Office, attention of-~-c=-vee--
or representative”,

e e mm—— e — — T ——— A et m

W

- - - o - o

On both envelopes of the written messages will be noted the date and
number thereof without indication of the secret contents. In the
message index will be given date and the number of the messages, also
withoutindication of the secret contents, and in the space "Statement
of Contmnts”.will be given the recipient in the Foreign Office named
on the inside envelope (compase also decree of 26 February 1940-Pers.

1402 g =)

If the possibility of forwarding sealed material in the prescribed way
does not exist, the secret cipher process is to be used.

Enclosure . n Striectly secret.
TO RAM No. 56/R 73, 1%

;
'y
-
Extract
| from the report of the conferenc the Reich Foreign Ninister
1 '13) February 1941,
i

with ambassador Oshima in Fuschl on

Following particularly sincere mutual greetings the RAM Reich
Foreign Minister declared that ambassador Oshima had won out against the -
many doubters in Japan with the polities he had carried on with Germany
By Germany's victory in the west these politics had been fully justi-
fied, He(the RAM) regrets that the alliance between Germany and Japan,
on which he had been working with the ambassador for many years already,
had come into being only after warious detours, but public opinion in
Japan had not been ripe for it earlier. The emin thing 1s, however,
that one is together now,; meh

|
ir.

Entering into the general pelitical situation the Reich Foreign ‘
Minister declsred: The Fuehrer had always looked for an understanding v :
with Englafid and he (RAM) had himself been sent to England as an am-
bassador in his time to undertake a last attempt in this direction. A |
certain possibility had existed in the person of King Edward, even |
though it was to have been doubted from the beginning whether the king I
would exert himself. He (the RAM) had been more than skeptical already
at his arrival in London, and had considered the chances for an under-
standing as 100 to 1 The war-incitepux chique in England then also won
the upper hand. When he (theRAM) left England war was
Then when it came to war the Fushrer decided on a traaty

a necessity for avoiding a two-fropnt war. Perhaps this moment was di
fficult for Japan,

The treaty was however in the interest of Japan, for the Japanese
empire was interested in as rapid a German Victory as possible, which we
was assured by the treaty with Russia. Furtherstre hel..the Ril) had
made it clear to Stalin as well as to the public that the treaty betweer

the Reich and
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OFFICE OF U.S.CHIEF OF COUNSEL

CONTINUED

Russia in no way affected the German-~Japanese relationship. Now the

- i | has been made. Ambassador Oshima is the man
who gets credit for it from the Japanese side after conclusion of the
alliance the question of its further development now stands in the
foreground. How is the situation in this respeact?

- ™ e—

These are no military problems on the contiment any longer which
could be dangerous for Germany. Germany would not telerate it in any
circumstances ¥hat England should get a foothold. Wherever the Englssh
might make this attempt, in the Mediterranean, in Greace or possibly in
Portugal, they would immediately be throuwn out. The war as such is
already won to-day for the Axis, it is a matter now of proving to
England that it can undertake nothing more against the Axis and that

; 1ts hope of crushing the Axis powers, based on the blockade, hunQer,
or unrest in the Axis countries or occupied territories, is vain. En-
gland had to be forced to admit that she possessed no prospects for
victory any more and would have to sue for peace,

Germany is observing developments in France sharply, the Reich
foreign-minister continued. Germany has no interest in an occupation
~of the whole country, particularly {1 view of French Africa, that it ek

“ should not fall into the hands of thglsaulle. Aside from thas Frence
1s neither a political nor a military problem any longer. Her power is
broken for all time and would remain so.

As for the garrisoning of 6ther countries occupied by CGerman troop:
Denmark, Norway, Holland, Belgium, Poland, this is a purely police fun-
ction which Germany was exercising and tied down few forces. In the
present state of technical weapons(Stukas, tanks) it is possible to
control the largest land areas with comparatively small units of troops
The hopes of England for disturbances in the occupied territories are
without avail. Besides complete reace exists there. In Germany there
is no lack of food, it is supplied for years. Also in the occupied
lands there is sufficient food, In the cslm of raw material supply cer-

‘tain insufficiencies occasionally do exist$, for practicsl purposes,
however, nothing could happen to us, This 1s being taken case of by the
Four-year Plan which is being making Cermany more independent daily,and
‘dn_gddition by the tremendous economic arass which Germany controPisg,
Military, the R_ich Foreipgn Kinister continued. The Buehrer had

created a number of new formations during the winter. In the Spring 240

divisions, including 186 firsteclass attack divisions are availablg;;j
Fushrer is determinded not to perzit any more English troops on

/Greek territories Rumania, Hungary, and Slovakia haye already Jodnted
the three-power pact; tomorrow we could sign with Bulgaria, The time of
Jolning is however detemmined by military necessity. Bulgaria has re-
cently signed a treaty with Turkey, upon out instigation. This Turkish-

declatation signifies a clear separation of Turkey from the
warllke developments in the Bidkans and from England., Neigh#r Turkey
nor Russia would undertake anything in case of German intervention in

Greece., Sould the tasks however become active against expectations,

sufficient troops are vrepared to destroy them utterly,

Yugoslav statesmen have recently been on a visit to Germany order
to announce their willingness té live at peace with us and Italy. We
were calmly awaiting developments, Yugoslavia would sooner or later
have to come over into our camp, whether by joining the three-power
pact or by other arrangements. The Prince Regent Paul appears to hesi-
tate yet, but he also would have to bow to the national reason., With
the Greeks ceme down a peg or whether the action against them would
have to be carried out, the Biglish had to get out of Greece.

italy, the Reich Foreign Minister continued, had suffered reverse;
Greece had unfortunately been attacked without our knowledge.
The Duce had believed he had to do this because Greece had placed bases
at the disposal of England. The sction was badly prepared militarily,
Five Italian ?ivisions stood against twelve Greek Divisions in bad
weather. The italian soldiers is good but badly equipped and pooly let,
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. To=-day the front in Greece is table, no danger existas any longer.
| Gemman troops are not committed there. As to the situation of Italy in
, North Africa the fact is that Graziani had attacked too late. The
Italians were consequenty surprized at Sidi Bassani. The vietory march of
\ general Wavell was to be explained by the tank-(fear) of the Italians,
who Bave not been trained enough for tank-warfare.

' il o suppogt the Italians we have now sent a unit to Lybia under the leade:
ship of a capable general, in order to hold certain positions as a brid-
| gehead and also later to disable the English. Furghermore the Italian
people stands firmly behind the Duce; there is no reason for worry.,
Where we can we are helping Italy in regard to supplies of raw material.
| Ultimately the events in North Africa have no influence on the final

victory which was sure to us,

With Spain, the Reich Foreign Minister went on, we are standing on
| good and intimate terms. It would join the three-power pact sooner or
later, but could not yet deecide on an open step because of difficulties
in the food supply. In itself a quick decision by Spain would have per-
mitted the Gibraltar problem to be attafked as soon as possible and
thereby to speed the final victory.

With reference to Russia it sould be said that Stalin is a eool and
shrewd politician who would avoigd undertaking something against us, this
above all in view of our military strength., {t is clear that Bolshevism
continues to show the tendency of planting its shoots in other counties,

Should Germany lose the war the Soviet star would rise over Eurcope *
We observe the situation in the East attentively and with supreme ealm.
A G rman-Russian conflict, however, would result in 3@1gantic German
vic%ory and signify the and of the Soviet regime:_j

As for the war against Englend,we had poor weather for our bombers
during the Fo1ll and Winter who were not sufficient}y trained for combat
to be sure, but in spite of this heavy damage was done which had a
strongly retarding effect on English was production, etc, The bombings
would eontinue in increasing measure o that we hope to destroy very
much more than America is in a condition te replace, We now have air
Supremacy over the whole continen, When we shalil win air supremacy over
England depends on further developments,

At sea the commitment of the U-boat weapon has thus far been compara-
tively slight; .rter the end of Merch the commitment of the U-boat weapon
would multiply in a short time. Then with the combination airforceel-
boat weapon we would deal terrible blows on England., The loss of temnage
1s already now meking éonsiderable @ifficulties for the English food
snpplza Meat and fat are already scarce. It is now a matter of reducing
imports.by s to a definete elvel whieh lay below the absolute
minimum for English existence. Thereby England's situation would take caé
tastrophic shape overnight. The landing in England is prepared, its exe-
cution however depends on various factors, above all on weather condition

Concerning Alaliﬁfa the Rgich Foreign Minister went on, it must be
noticed that Roosevelt is the most bitter enemy of Germany and Japan.
As far as he was concerned he would like to enter the war. Howewer we
have an interest in keeping America out ot the war. Should America enter
+ the war in spite of this it could not wage the warpllitarily at all,
The broad spaces of the oceans lying between us and America m=ke this
impossible, In Enost Asia Americs would ‘hardly daré to sent its fleet
beyond Hawaii, as it would at once be threatened with destruction by the
/ Japanese tle_o{. n the Atlantic &cean there.is a lack of commi tment
possibilities with the exception of England. Danding in Europe is imd
possible but Africs also im too far removed. Supply points for the fleet
end land troops are lacking, It adds up for practical purposes to the
creation of American air bases in England. In an air war we are located
in a strategically advantageous position with re'!:cta to England, We
ngland concentricelly from the broad 8is of the European
coast while England had to spread out in department fashion in its
attacks on Europe and thereby split up. In an air duel-Europe vs,
England. G.rmany would always be superior, we believe, however, that it
should be possible to keep America out of the war by skillfully

coordinated polities of the allied powers.
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The Fuehrer would beat England wherever he would hit it. Besides our
strength is not only egual, but superior to a combined English ~Amertcai
air force at any time. The number o pillots being at our disposal is un-
limited, the same is true for our airplane production possibilities.

As far as quality is concerned ours was always superior to the English
((not to talk of the “merican) and we are on the way to even enlarge this
lead. On order of the Fuehrer the antiaircraft defense too will be great-
ly reinforced. Since the army has been supplied way beyong its regyire-
ments, enormous reserves have been stood(the ammunition plants have been
slowed.down beeause of the immense stock of material): production can
now concentrate on submarines, airplanes and anticraft Guns.

Every eventuality has been foreseenj;jthe war has been won te-day
militarely, economically and politicall®ys have the désire to end the
war guickly and to force England to sue for pkece soon. ‘he Fuehrer is
vigorous and healty, fully convinced of victory and determined to bring
the war to a gquick and vietorious end. Togghis end the cooperztion with

Japan is of importance. However, Japan, infits own jnterest; should come
in as soon as possible. This would destroy England’s key position in
the Far East, Japan on the other hand, would thus secure its position
in the far East, a position which it can acquire only through W%EE]There
are three reasons speaking for nuick action:

1) Intervention by Japan would mean a decisive blow against the center
of the British Empire (threaténing of India, cruiser-war, etc.).The
effect upon the moral of the “ritish people would be very serious and
this would help toward a nuick ending of the war.

2] A surprising intervention by Japan would be apt to keep Ameriea out

of the war. America, which at present is not armed as yet and whieh

would hesi@ate greatly to expose %ts navy to any risks West of Hawaii,
could do this even less so. if Japan would otherwise respect the Ame-
rican interests there WOild not wven be the possibility for Roosevelt

to use the argument of lost prestige to make war plausible to the Ame=~
ripans. It is very unlikely that America would declare war if it then
would hawe to stand by helplessly while Japan takes the Philippines withe
out America being able to do anything z2bout it.

3) Would it seem to be in the interest of Japan also to secure for itself
still during the war, inconsideration of the coming new world vides,
the position it wants to hold in the far East at the time of a peace

|| treatys bassador Eshima agreed with me entirely and-eeqs that he

J would do ®verything to carry through this policy.] +ax

The Foreign Minister mentioned further that, if Amerieca should
declare war because of Japan's entry into the war, this would mean that
America had the intention to enler the war sooner or later anyway. Even
though if would be preferable to aveid .his, the entry into the war
would, as explained above, be by no means decisive and would not ep-
er the final victory of the countries of the three-power-pact. The
oreign Kinister further expressed his believe to the effect that s
temporary rising of the British moral caused by America's entry into the
war would be destroyed by Japan's entry into the war. if, however, con-
trary to all expectations; the Americans should be careless enough to
send their navy in spite, of all;-beyond Nawaii and to the far East,
this would represent the biggest chan¢e for the countries éf the Three-
ower-pacts to bring the war rapidly to an’“eud':He, the Foreign Minister,
§ convinced that the Japanese fleet would then d@o.a complete job.
Ambassador “Yshima replied to this, that, unfortunately he does not think
the Americans would do it, but he is convinced of = victory of his
fleet in Japanese 'aters.E] ™~

eSS e S —

The kinister for foreign Affairs further explains that closest cooper=&
tion was required for the common waging of the war, Particularly sas

far as news service and press were concerned. The cooperztion with the

Italians is already perfect, the same is true for the cooperation with

Rumania, Hungary and Slovakia.
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The press, radio, etc. of these countries are already synchronized with

Page 6

\each other that they form one single weapon. The same kin®{ of close

contact mast be made with Japan. The ambassador welcomed this and intends
to set up a program with our men determining how our Japanese propaganda
can be most effectively intensified in all fields. ~
Ambassador Oshima explaines that when the three-power-pact was/concluded,
various opinions were still present in Japan. It was then that the
Emperor intervened with &n edict.

It must be stated, however, that, impressed by the German victory in

the West, the Japanese people are now entirely for the three-pawér-pact

Ambassador Oshima remarked further that in Jég B ynder the influence
events, the hard feeling against America has T sén considerably.

The minister of Foreign Affairs referred to the recent statement of the

dapanese Ambassador in USA America concerning Japan's attitude in case
of America's entry into the war, and mentioned hereto that he consi-

dees ‘best to talk plain language 66 the USA,

Ambassador Oshima remarked hereto that the Jagpanese Kinistry of Forelgn
Affat#s had given instructions to that effect, *
The Minister for Foreign Affairs pointed out that particularly dué to
the desire to keep America out of the war, plain language must be used.
Only if the U.S.&. realize that they are confronting firm determination,
will they hold back. ?ge people in the USA do not like National Socialism
idling to sacrifice their sons and th:refore are
against an entry into the war. The American People feel instinctively
that they are drawn into the war for no reason by Roosevelt and the
Jawish manipulators. Therefore, our politics with the USA shouddd be
distinet and strong, but, of course, not aggeessive, In the USA one must
realizé that Germeny, Italy and Japan have no hard feelings for the
American People, that, however, should the USA have any aggressive
intentions, they would confront a strong front of determined people,
» front at that, which includes the whole world, One would therefore
have to work in close cooperation against the attempts of misrepresen-
t=tion by the British propagands. As far as speaches and addresses of a
principle nature are concerned it would benscessary to kesap up a con=-
tinuous exchange of ideas., In this connection the kinister fer Foreign
Affairs referped to 2 recent remark mady by Matsuekas concerning Ja=-
panese willingness to act as mediator for peace negotiations. This re-

"mark has been greatly esploited by the enemy propaganda.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs continued by saying that it wags Japan's
friendship which enabled Gerrany to arm after the antikominterq;act was

concluded. On the other hand, Japan was able to penetrate deeply into

the English sphere of interest in CHina, Germany's victory on the contirel
does now, after the concludion of the three-power pact, bring graat
advantages for Ja an, |France, as a power, is eliminated in the far

ast (Tndochina), England too is considerably weakened, and ‘closestto

tSIngapore. Thus, Ge.rmany has already contributed largely to the shaping

of the future fate of the two natbns, Due to our geographic situation

we codld have to carry the main burden of the final battle in the

future too. ' If Germany should ever be weakened Japan would find itself
confronted by a world-coalition, We are sitting in the same boat,

The fate of both is being determined now for centuries to come. The

same is true for Italy. The interests of the three countties would never
intersect. A defeat of Cermany would also mean the end of the Japanese
imperislistic idea,

Ambassador Oshima definitely agreed with these statemmts and emphasized
the £ t Japan was determiped fo keep its imperial position.f The
“Reich foreign Minister then discussed the great problems which 1d
result for the parties of the three-power-pact after the war by the new s}
shaping of order in Empope and East Asia. The problems arising then would

require generous solutlion,
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Thereby no overcentralization should take place, but a solution should
be found on a basis of parity, prticularly in the economic realm, In
regard to this the Reich Foreign Minister advanced the fundamental
principle that a free exchange of trade should take place between the twc
spheres of interest, the European-African hemisphere under the leader=-
ship of Gemmany and Italy, and the East-Asian sphere of interest under
the leadership of Japan, As he conceived 1it, forexample, Japan would
conduct trade and make trade agreements directly with the independent
states in the European hemisphere, as heretofore, while Germany and
Italy would trade directly and make trade apgreements with the inde-
pendent countries lying within the Japanese orbit of power, such as
China, Thailand, Indochina, etc. Furthermore, as between the two eco-
nomic spheres, one should fundamentally grant each-other preferences
Vwith regard to third parties. The ambassador expressed agreement this

thllught ©

The Reich Foreign Minister then touchad upon the question, explicitly
pointed out as theoretical, tha&t the contracting -owers might be re-
quired, on the basis of new affronts by the USA, to break off diplo-
matic relations. Germany and Italy were fundamentally determined on
this, after signing of the three-power pact one should proceed if the
ocension arises, but also §ointly 1in this matter, Such a lesson
should open the eyes of the peorle in the USA concerning the situation
and under certain conditions bring about a swing toward isolation
in public opinion. Naturally & situation had to be chosen in which
America found herself entirely in the wrong. The common step of the
signatory powers should be evaluated correspondingly in propaganda.
The guestion, moreover, was in no way acuse at the time,

Oshima asked whether one h=d talked with the Russian about foining
the three-ppwer-pact, Reich Foreign Minister affirmed this., Molotov
had presented the stated propcsal of Stalin and thereafter declared

" fundamental willingness under certain conditions. ‘o thers conditions

belonged the Russian interest in Finland, the desive for closer re-
lations with Bulgaria, and the Straits problem we had declared ours
selves willing to come out for a revision of the MONTREWX statute,

but expressed the conjecture that the Turks would hardly be willigg

to meet halfway the Russian wishes. The Axis guarantee far-reaching
for Rumania had not had any appeal for the Russians. Finally, however,
they had to put up with it in Moscow in view oI the strong economic
interests which we h-ave in the Balkans, particularly in Runanian oil.
Besides polit#cal takks with Russia were still in suspense. When
Balkan affairs had developed further they could be resumed in this
matter. The great trade treaty with Russia contained in terms of
velue more than 2-1/2 billion reichsmarks.

Upon the question of the Reich Foreign Minister concerning the re-
lations of Japan to Russia ambassador Oshima replied that Molotov was
ready to sgree upon a pact on the condition that the north-Sakkalin
concessions would be given back to Hussia, The relations in general
are good. The Russians were giving comparatively little to Chiang-
Kai-Bhek, and only against payment,

With regerence to China, ambassador Oshima explained, there are two
view points in Japan. One wanted to strengther Wang-Ching-Wei, the
other wanted to read an understanding wthh Chisng-Kal-Chek. Negotia-
tions with the latter have been broken off of 1s6e. The live of Japa-
nese politics is however, as observed, not $miform, R, ich Forelgn
~inister advises to hold back from 2 new attempt at reaching an un-
derstanding with Chisng-Kai-Chek until the German armies had again gone
into action and to reach =s extensive a consolidation of relationships
as possible with Chiang-Ksi-Chek under the impression of the success of
German arms. One should not receive a refusal, and Germany did not
wish to shoot off her powder too early for an eventual meditaion.

¥oreover Cermseny is prepared to assist Japan in the manner desiresd
of her. If the oceasion should atise, also by strengthening the po-
sition of Wang«Ching-Wei,
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Ambassador Oshima then stated that new times reguired new concep-
tions. The conception of the oppressed and of colonies should be
removed. By his remarks he has in mind the territories of the Nether-
lands Indies. Burma and Africa. The Reich Foreign Minister answered

that this was no easy problem, that on would have to investigate
carefully in order to find new roads here,

{ Fuschl, 23 February 1941, ;

I, H/SGT.‘Wolfgang E. THORMANN, 33 779 426, hereby certify that I am
thoroughly conversant with the Engik&h and German languages; and that
the above is a true and correct translation of the Document 1834-PS.

M/SGT. WOLFGANG E. THORMANN
33 779 426
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Streng geheim!

Auszu?g

] aus der Niederschrift iiber die Unterredung des
Herrn ReichsauBenministers mit Botschafier

OCshina in Faschl am 23. Februar 1°41.
e

Nach der gegenseitigen besonders herzlichen Be-

wne fihrte der Herr RAM aus, dal Botschafter Oshima

jer Politik, die er mit Deutschland verfolgt habe,
len Zweiflern in Japan Recht behalien

Durch den Siez Deutschlands im Westen sel diese

sohtfertigt worden. Er (der RAM) be-

< Biindnis zwischen Deutschland und Japan,

iem Botschafter schon seit Jahren gear-

zustandege-

x..r-.-n.l'-.&l

B



<

London mehr als skeptisch gewesen, und habe die Chan-
cen einer VYerstandigung wie 100 : 1 angesehen. Die
Kriegshetzer-Clique in England h#tte dane auch die Ober-
hand gewonnen. Als er (der RAM) London verliel, war der

hrieg unvermeidlich. Als es dann zum Kriege kam, ent

schlos sich der Fihrer zum Ausgleich mit RuBland - einer
Notwendigk=it zur Vermeidung cines Zweifrontenkrieges.

Vieileicht war dieser Augenblick fiir Japan schwierig.

21ch lag aber auch im japenischen Interesae

v “r : S
ma2riale Japan war an einem mdglichst raschen
utschlands intersssiert, der durch den Ausgleich
secichizrt wurde. IM Ubrigen habe 2r (der

ofort Stalin scwicz der Offentlichkeit gegeniiber
Klar erklart. da2 das Abkcmmen des Reichzss mit Rul3land
die deutsch-japanischen Bzziehungen in keiner Weise be.

rihre Jetzt sei das dsutsch-japanische Biindnis geschlos-

Botschafter Oshima sei der Mann, der hier.
fér auf japanischer Seite das Verdienst habe. Naeh Ab-

schiuld des Bilindnisses stande jetzt die Frage seiner weji-

tercn Ausgestaltung im Vordergrund. Wie sei hierzu die

Lage?




sich scheon heute fur di2 Achse gewonnen,
nichts mehr gegen die Achse unternehmen kann und dal sei-

ne Hoffnune

- )

die es zur Nliederzwingung der Achsanméchte

auf die Blockade, den Hunger oder Unruhen in den Achsen-
1andern oder besetzten Gebieten setze, eitel wire. Eng-
land misse gezwungen werden einzusehen, dall es Keine Aus-
sicht mehr auf den Sieg besitze und um Frieden bitten musse.

Die Entwicklung in Frankreich, fuhr der RAM fort,
beobachte Deutschland scharf. An einer Besetzung des gan-
zen Landes habe Deuntschland kein Interesse, schon mit Ruck-
sicht auf Franzosisch-Afrika, damit dies niceht in die H8n
de de Gaulle’s falle. 1Im uUbrigen sei Frankreich weder
politisch noch milit&risch mehr ein Problem. Seine Macht «
sei ein MNir allemal gebrochen, und so werde es bleiben.

Was die Besetzung der anderen, von deutschen Truppen
otkupierten Linder - D#nemark, Norwegen, Heolland, Belgien,
Polen - anbetréife, so sei dies eine rein polizeiliche
Funktion, die Deutschland in diesen Landern ausitbe und
aur wenig Kréifte béinde. Bei dem heutigen Stand der tech-
nischen Waffen (Stukas, Tanks) sei-es mdglich, mit ver.
h&ltnismdlig kleinen Truppeneinheiten grote Landgebiete
zu beherrschen. Die Hoffnung Englands auf Unruhen in den
besetaten Gebieten seien vergeblich. Im lbrigen herrsche
dert vollkomnénerﬁuhe. In Deutschland gebe es keinen Le-
bensmittelmangel, es sei flr Jahre versorgt.. Auch in

A8« «
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' tand tagliich unabhinsiger mache, und im ubrigen aer un-
1and beherrsche.
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rer habe militariseh, sc¢c fuhr der RAM fort,
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ihrer sei a2ntschlosscn, Eeine enzlischen Trupoen mahr
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auf griechischem Boden zu dulden. Buminien, Ungarn und_
Tay = \‘ ~ - - -~ i ﬂ - . - Y ) ; - - “
dr2 Slowakei seizn bereits dew Dreierpakt beigetreten; :
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2r Tirksi auf unserasn Elnflus hin eln Abkonme

seii. Diesc firkisch--bulzerische Deklaration bedeute eine

: klare Distanzierung der Tiirkei von der kriegerischen Ent-

= —

wicklung am Balkan und von Ensland. Weder die Turkeil

5!

nseh Ruliand wirden im Falle sines deutschen fingreifens
in Griechenland etwas unternchiaen. Sollten trotzdem die
Turksn wider Erwarten aktiv werden, so seien hinreichend
Trupoen angesetzt, um sie vollkommen zusammenzuschlagen.

Die jugoslzwifghgg Staatsmanner seien kurzlieh zu

—— i —

Besuch in Deutschland gewesen, ux ihren Wilien zu bekun-

den..



i
-
LY
#
"
-
|
? y Ty v = - = ) L r o
""m.ﬂ‘l‘ s A - - - a i i
L]
] . -
L4 . - ve B ] #
L—l _.. ¥ L]
- - - -} ..r % f . -
- - . -
L] - -
-
- ' '
] p r
v
Ll [ o -
il [
i 7 » d .
LA A A
L]
" -
& .
- | #
gy # 8
Ty v v £ PEA
. A & 4 Ya ' - b .
.
' : \
r+* =Y o ssl | | "
" * w L - .
’
l ’ . L a -
# - i'__ 4 Ak &
LI R R R e 8 - . -
- - ;
- - . - . L
]lf' - r = ' |
. - - - £
- L] [
1_"')1- - ¥ - .
i iy F
-
H .
. - -
. -
L]
-
-
- - -
. ' "
oy
-
4
0 L
-
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Brickenke of zu nalten, uw “ladsnn saiter den En mdarn
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21ne AbTfuhr zu =2rteilen Jas italienische velK stohos
1T Ubrigen f2st hint sp dem Duce; 28 bostiinde Kein Anlal

cur So>ge. Wir hiilfen 'talien auch hinsichtliceh der

Rchﬂtcffversorgung Wo wir konaten. Die vorginaze in
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Nordafrika Ratten schliedlich keinorl 2i Einf)ud auf den
indsieg, der uns sicher sei.

M1t Spanien, fuhr der RAM fort, stianden wir auf

sutem und vertrautem Fulde. Es wiirde friiher cder spiter
2w Dreierpakt beitreten. Konne sich jedoeh im Augen-
blick wagen Schwierigkesiten seiner Lebe namlttaluﬁrﬂor
sung nzeh nicht octffsnen Schritt entschlielen

su €1inel

=3

An sich wiirde ein raschar Untschlufl® Spaniens gestattet
nabsn, das Gibraliar Problem bald 1gst In Angriff zu neh-

B2zliglich Rullands sei zu sagen, dald Stalin ein

“whler und Kiuser Politiker sel, der 2s vermeiden wer.
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15 Z2u unternehmen, dies wohl vor allen
Jingen im Hinblick auf unsare militdrische Stirke. Es
Sel Klar, dal der Bolschewismus auch welter die Tendenz
zelge, seine Keime in andere Linder zu wver)flanzen.

Wirde Deutschland dan Kriez verlieren, sc wlirde jor CW-

O W

elslern dber Europa aufgehen. Wir bstrach*otep im sten
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die Dinge aufmerksam und mit souveriner Ruhe £in

T

deutsch-russischer Konflikt aber wiirde =inen Jiganti-

schan deutschen Sieg zur Folge haben und das Ende 3

(L
t7i

-t

owjetragimes bedeuten.
Was den Krieg gezen Englanc anbat rafe, sco h#tten
Wwir zwar im Herbst und Wintsr schlechtes Wetter fiir un-
sere Bomber geohabt, trotzdem satan schware 4srstdrunzen
angarichtet worden, dis anf dijis anglische Kriegspreoduk-
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sein musse, Amerika aus dem Kriege herauszuhsal

Der Mihrsr werde England schlazen,
¥ir seien im Ubrigen an Kr&#ften nicht
tion d2r englisch-amerikanischen Luftwa
dern jederz2it iibsrlegen. Denn die 2ahl
fligung stehenden Piloten sei unbegrenzt, das
fir unsere Produktionsmdglichkeiten an Fiugz
der Qualitit seien wir den Encl@ndern immar iibe
wesen (gar nicht zu sprechen von den Amerikanern). und
wir seien im Begriff, den Vorsprungz immer noch zu ver.
grodern. Auf Befehl dss Fihrers wirds auch die Flak er.
heblich verst8rkt. Nachdem die Armee weit btar i3
dirfnisse ausgeristet sei, riesige Reserven
worden seien (die Munitionsfabrikation drosselten
gen der ungsheuren Best&nde) werde dis Produktion suf
U-Boot-Waffe, die Flugwaffe und die Flak konzentriert.
e Eventualitét sei vorgesehen;
risch, wirtscheftlich und
er den Wunsch,
zwingen, bald ua Frisden

voller Sisge

-

sei die Kooperation mi apan von Bedesutung.
te aber auch

Ll - ﬂ -.r_‘ ‘:‘: -} 1 “ “
moglich sal bst




10
position Englands in Ostasien vernichtat, Japan
s2its wurde sich damit seine Stellung in Ostasien
die 2s sich nur im Krieg erwarben kdnne.
seien fur ein schnelles Handeln maflgebzand:
1.) Ein Eingreifen Japans bedeute einen entscheidenden
Schlag gegen den Kern des britischen Imperiums (Bedrohung
Indiens, Kreuzerkrieg usw.). Die Wirkung auf 4die
des englischen Yolkes wiirde sehr srnst

raschen Besndigung des Krisges beitragen.

N =

<
2.) Ein uberraschendes Eingreifen Japans sei geeignet,

rika aus dem Kriege herauszuhalten. Amerika, das heu.
te noch nicht aufgertistet sei, und seine Flotte westlich
Hawai sowlieso nur sehr ungern einem Risiko aussetzen wiir-
de, konnte dies dann umso weniger tun. Wenn dapan im
ibrigen die amerikanischen INteressen respektieren wiir-
de, fiele auch noch das Prestigeargument fort, yomit
Roosevelt evtl. den Amerikanern den Krieg plausibel ma-
chen konnte. Amerika diirfte kaum den Krieg erkliren, um
dann ohnmachtig zusehen zu mﬁésen,'wie in einem solchen
Falle Japan ihm die Philippinen fortnédhme, ohne dal Ame-
rika das geringste'machen konnte.
5.) Schiene es im Ifteresse Japans zu liegen, sich noch
wiahrend des Krieges filir die kommende Neuordnung in der -
Welt auch in Ostasien diejenige Position zu sichern, die
es bei Friedensschluf in der Hand zu haben winsche. Bot-

schafter Oshima stimmte dissen Gedankengingen vollinhal t-

rieh. o5

Ra226
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1ich zu und sagte, dal =r alles tun wolle, um diese Po
litik durchzusetze

RAM erwihnte dann noch, dal, wenn Amerika weggen des
Eintritts Japans den Krieg erklére, dies ein Zeichen sei,
dal es friiher oder spiter sowieso in den Krieg einzutre-
ten die Absicht gehabt hdtte. Wenn es auch besser ware,
dies zu verhindern, so sei ein solcher Kriegseiniritt
aus den schon dargelegten Grinden in keiner Weise ent-
scheidend und kdnne den Endsizg dar Liénder des Dreimach-
tepaktes nicht mehr in Frage stellen. Der RAM meinte
dann noch, dal er glaube, dal eine evtl. vorubergehende
Starkung der englischen Moral, die der Kriegseintritt
Amerikas bringen kdnnte, durch den Kriegseintritt Japans
aufgehoben wirde. Sollten wider alles Erwarten die Ame-
rikaner abasr so leichtsinnig sein, ihre Flotte trotz al-
12m iiber Hawai hinaus nach Ostasien zu schicken, so wur.
de hierin die grS%te Chance filir die Dreiméchtepaktlander
liegen, den Krieg blitzschnell zu beenden. Er, der RAM,
sei der Uberzesugunz, dald die japanische Flotte dann ganze
Arbeit verrichten wirdie. Botschafter Oshima seinerseilts
erwiderte hierauf, dal er leider nicht glaube, dad die
Amerikaner diss tun wirden, aber in japanischen Gewds-
sern glaube ar fest an den Sieg seiner Flotte.

Fiir die weitere gemeinsame Fihrung des Krieges fuhr-
te RAM aus, soi engste Zusammenarbeit auf allen Gebieten
erforderlich, besondsers im Nachrichtendienst und auf dem

Press
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rnpaktes
s Avfristung ermoglicht. dJdapan seinarseits héatte
ische Interessensphire in China

schlands auf dem Fest_
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1ande dringe jetzt nach Abschluld des Dreierpaktes auch
Jasan grcle Vorteile. Frankreich falle als Machtfaktcer

in QOstasisn aus (Indcchina), England sei ebenfalls be_

: R S 2 2 g, gl R . A ‘ b W, } I ) N
reits weitzehend geschwicht, und Japan habe sich immer
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Der RAM erdrterte sodann die gew
die sich nach dem Kriege durch die

Ordnung in Europa und Ostas

;|

erpaktes ergeben wirden. ' auftreteniden Fra-=

gen bediirftien einer ar: . : Es sollte dabel

.
T*

einerlei Oberzentralisierun - greife sondern in
bescndere auf wirtschaftiicheu i ete eine Lésung auf
RAM stell-

r:)" 1 \"‘1

v O
der 2uaropnaiscl
unter dor Fihrung Deutschlands un
stischen Intoreossensphiire unter a2r Fahrung
vdzugigaen Ge.
st2l}le sieh dies sO
ea]l bstandi ven Staaten in der
europiischen Homisphire unmittelbar Haniel tral ben und
Handel sveririce -abcschlielen
Deutschland und Italien mit den 1n asr Jjapan
sphare ] den s2=lbstindizen Landern, wic

anmittel bar Handel treil




aber auch hieruvel 2eneinsam verzehean
ticn kKénnts dem Volk in USA die Augen iter die Lagze off-
nen und untar gewissen Umstand=2n einen schwung der
sffentiichan Meinung fiar ii2 Isclation herbeifiihren. Na.
den, in der sich
Der gzemelnsalwe
rechend propagandistisch

csei im Ubrigen zurzeit

fussen iiber den Beitritt
RAM bejahte dies. Mclo-
schlag Stalin unterbrei-
tet und dana2ch die grundsatzliches Bersitwilligk=21it unter
gawissen Vorbadinzunzen erkldrt. 2Zu diesen Vorbedingun-
russische Interesse an Finnland, der Wunseh
sinem engeren Verhiltnis zu Bulgarien und das Mesr_
angenyrollem. Die russischen Wilnsche hinsichtlich Bul-
carien hitten sich nicht mit der bulgarischen Auffassung
sedeckt. Hinsichtlich der Meerszsngenfrage haiiten wir uns
berzit 2rkliart, uns fir 2ine Revision des Montreux-Statu-
tes einzusetzen, aber die Vermutung ausgesprcchen, dal
die Tirken kaum bereit sein wurden, weltgehenden russi-
schen Wiinschen gegeniiber Entgegenkommen zu zeigen. Die
Garanti=s Jder Achse fiir Rumiinien sei den Russen nicht
sehr sympathisch gewesen. Schliel3lich hatte man sich aber

in

RR2 22




es in dapan 2z
schingwel

gung mit Tschl
seien in letzter

Yy ym

haen PolitiK St ) e am

P *

dautschen Waffenerrol.
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Men solle sich keinen Kerd holen, und

e sein Pulver bel =2iner aventuellen

sei Deutschiland

stitzen, wie ihm dies srwinscht sei. Gegebenenfalls

auch durch Starkung der Positlon Wangtschinzwel " s.
Botschafter Oshima filhrte sodann aus, neue Zeiten

bediirften neuer Begriffe. Der Begriff der Unterdrick-

ten und Koleonien musse abgeschafft werden. Er habe mit

seinen Ausfiihrungen die Geblete von Holl&andisch-Indien,

Birma und Afrike im Auge. RAM antwortete, dald dies Keln

leichtas Problem sei, das sorgfiéltig geprift werden mus._

SO

, um hier neue Wege zu finden.

Fuschl, den 23. Februar 1041.
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APO I24A U.S8. Arnmny
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Meiora~dum‘'about the tonference Yetwder tl{e Reich Foreig~

Minister'a=8 the Jana—ese Foreig» Mi-ister, Matsuoka,
at Berli= o= 29 March IQH. = -
Memnra*dumabrut tle cowfererce betwee~ the Reich
Forsigr Mivister a»d the Ambassador Oshima o= I8 April
1943 a@ Fuschl. g : .

Foreig-» nffice, Reich Foreig~» Minister, #56/R.

Extract of a memora~dum about a co~feremce with the -ew
Ambassador from Jspan, Oshima, at Fuschl o= 23 February
I84].

Memora=dum about the conference of the Forelg~ Mi-ister
with Ambassador Oshima o» 6 March 19%45.

Telegram, Tokyo, dated I4 July IS4I. #IRI7
Telegram, Tokyo, dated I3 November I94I. 72097

Memorandtim about g Co~fe¥rewce between the Fuehrer a~d
the Jepar~ese Foreig= Ri~ister, Matsuoka, .i» the”
présence of the Foreig- Mi-iste of the Relch a-d
Mirister Melss~er, at Berli-, &» 4 April IG4T.

'r'ologrn. lp.dlli trainr Hutphlleﬂ,'}"?ov. dated I0 July
I941.

Directive llo. 24 oonoerﬁiﬂg collaboratio» with Jape».
Fushrer Headquarters. Dated 5 March I94I.

GERARD SCHAEFT®R
1st Lt3 I~f.

Chief, Dnocume=tation- Divisio-
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