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T'he Jesuit Misson Press In Japan

It is verified by various books and records now existing that printing-types
were brought to our country from two different routes: a Korean printing-type
was introduced at the time of an expedition despatched by Hideyoshi Toyotomi
against Korea, while the other is a European printing-type which was made
use of particularly by the Jesuits in Japan during the vears Bunroku-Keicho
(1592—1614). The former was brought to the central part of Japan, while the
latter to Kyushu ; and these two were introduced at a short interval of ssveral
years. They developed indepsndently of each other, and this is not only a
very important thing in the history of Japaneses printing but an interesting
event as well in the history of Japanese civilization.

In 1549 Christianity was first introduced among the Japanese nation by
P. Fy. Xavier. Nearly half a century afterwards, in 1590, an Italian scholar-
priest, P. A. Valignano, S. J. brought with him both a European printing machine
and several pressmen to our country. The machine was set up at the collegio
of Kazusa in the province of Hizen, where printing was started. And this
was the first printing by the European machine. The Jesuits in Japan con-
tinued printing from that time on, and thus “the period of Jesuit Mission
Press” was brought into being.

It 1s natural that the Jesuits in Japan should have utilized the machine
as a means of evangelization. Religious books, therefore, stand first on the
list of the publications. Next to them in number are linguistic books for
foreign missonaries and textbooks for the study of history and language. They
are written 1im Japanese, Latin and Portuguese, and grouped under two heads,
namely, books in Roman letters and those in Japanese. Many of the publi-
cations were scattered and lost because of the savere parsecutions which turned
up one after another. Of the books now existing, those in Romanized Japa-
nese are still invaluable as linguistic materials. The Japanese translation of
Christian doctrines as viewed from a literary standpoint is worthy of attention

s “Christian literalure,” and this is a peculiar phenomenon of literature in
those days. Another important thing which cannot escape our notice is that
historical novels of war, tales and other fine Japanese literary works were in-
troduced among Westerners on the one hand, while, on the other, Europsan
literary works with Zsop’s Fables among them were made known to the
Japanese nation. Thus the literatures of East and West were interchanged
with each other.

Soon after the printing machine brought by P. A. Valignano had been set
up at the collegio of Kazusa in the province of Hizen, in 1591, Sanctos no
gosagveo no vchi nvgicaqi in Romanized Japanese was first put to press. From
that time up to the middle of the Keicho era (1596—1614) a number of books
were published one after another both in Roman letters and Japanese. Be-
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~cutions, however, the place of publicatio

from Kazusa, first to Amakusa, and next to Nagasaki. And this is why there
are such namsas as “ Kazusa Press.” “ Amakusa Press” and “ Nagasaki Press.”
But some of ths hooks contain no mention of any particular place of publi-
cation except the “In Collegio Iaponico Societatis Tesu.” The printing ma-
chine was finally removed overseas, but no one knows exactly when. “ Jesuit
Mission Press in Japan” has been variously defined from various viewpoints,
but we are going to apply the designation exclusively to those books which
were published by the Jesuits in Japan in the course of twenty-odd years from
the year 1590 up to 1614 : the former is the date when the printing machine
was brought to Japan, while the latter the probable date of its removal.

As for the general forms of “ Jesuil Mission Pyess in Japan”, those books
in Roman letters are printed on torinoko-gami (Japanese vellum) in European
binding, while those in Japanese letters on mino-gami in Japanese binding, with
several Roman letters interlarded with Japanese. The four words 38, %% X
and gf were specially made to represent the following four Japanes2: zezusu
(Jesus), zezukirishito (Jesus Christ), kirishito (Christ) and deusu (Deus). On
the title-page are imprinted the emblem of the Society of Jesus and statement
of bishop granting publication. Thus there is much of European style.

How many *Jesuit Mission Press in Japan™ numbered no one can tell.
However, saventeen titles of them were made known to us during the Meiji era
(1868—1912), and they have increased through the Taisho era (1912—1926) up
to the present to the numbar of twenty-nine (Fragments excluded). They are
groupad by contents as follows : 18 religious books, 6 non-Christian literary
books, and 5 linguistic books. By the place of publication they are grouped
as follows: 1 “Kazusa Press,” 8 “ Amakusa Press.” 8 “ Nagasaki Press” and 1
“ Kyoto Press”, and eleven others contain no mention of any particular place
of publication. By lotters they are classified into 18 books in Roman letters
and 11 in Japanese. Of them all nineteen titles are Now kept overseas, while
+welve in Japan. Of these twelve titles, six in Roman letters, and the other
six in Japanese.

An outline of “Jesuit Mission Press in Japan’ has been given above. Now,
great efforts have been directed to make a good collection of books of Chris-
tian missionary activities for these twenty-odd years since the founding of
our library. This library of ours keeps saven titles of those books, and we
have compiled the facsimiles of them all into a booklet for easy reference.
For further details we hope you will see the introductory remarks of each
title and the facsimiles inserted at the finis.

fii A 45 8D B B 14
£ & JC 4 (159 6) H 2< | &k <= 1)
COMPENDIVM / SPIRITVALIS DOCTRINAE /| ex Varijs
Sanctorum Patrum senten- / tijs mazna ex parte collect |
= 2 LUTII

/ AVTORE REVERENDISS. P. | 3
y A b. P. ;'I F- Ba ‘
tyribus, Archiepiscopo / rtholomeu de Mar-

, p

facultate Ordi- / 1]
rdi- X ]
di- / narij, & Supzriorum. / Anno 1596. /

s AR & o e S S a5

tk, 77VXI 7, 7744k F. B

(1514—1590) 23855 2 = ol - Bartholomses
= ) BENSDOEELE L TwALDOR B AT 23 Ic=S

o Wkt b AU At _r!. “ D ’[Z"a—[‘u-l"ljbj @‘Fr— :_-Iﬁ

7K AP PR D EE ;

WE R ME, == A 7 K :

f‘fiil H, .ff#\:at 021 H (337, 338 HIZ 347, 348 Ho#kl) HE: 2 H
i":—‘m&fﬁ fft Via Purgativa IS EMEZIERI X V#5554 3 1L‘;J af':
jﬁﬁ &L Via Unitiva BIS 83 ¥ B Toh A &— OHHhIc 3824 | ;b;h‘
WLEE%KowfiﬂﬁiE%ﬁ%MEaﬁf,g%g&gg;g
R¥EZ L. de Granada OB T T6HIC X T 1582 48 ) ‘z R

WM TIT L CUREIR X BR, KL hick bk @,
DEERBHTH 5, i

B TALF L% R 2 A TR H4 4
JEFIEEREECTRREE LN, HE, 1M E£==5D7 7/ 25—

V& (= & ¢ | %
PR b &5 T & X FfEBN S ess, REGBEERO T A

“3 " ‘ 3 | C A y jC

EERFEAR ). Laures Hiiic X - T 1936 4£%)

%o 1947 4§ ,,_,;] F Schiitte sz OEOWH (392—39 BE) ¥ < F U »
FORFEVFEOXECRRE EIN L ELZ NS, BB —++

e

sl = s -
&fi%ﬁﬁﬂ#vzlbﬁﬂbk%@f,LﬁﬁiéﬁﬁfT“i
*:¢®¢®~$ﬁ®%°ﬁ%ﬁmﬁmmd:KG?fVi&V;%
PR WwT W3, (XK IZ28R)

XS bTFIoBITLS 1w
T 45 F1] 47 Hb 5 7




Y L

it O 2 % I 4 i 1
i 128 4 4 A BifE

% 5 B 4

il | T

il

pIr 1E

Sanctos no gosagveo no vchi nvgicaqi.

v — <52 1591

e

Bodleian Library.

=T
s

=1
HE

12 | F& i &

D

EE BB R &R

F'ides no doxi.

1/

1592

RE

I.ib. of the Univ. of Leyden.

Doctrina Christan.
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Feige no monogatari.

' Esopono fabvlas.

Qincuxu.

- De Institvtione grammatica.

' Dictionarivm Latino Lvsitanicvm ac
- Iaponicum.

Exercitia spiritvalia.
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Compendivm spiritvalis doctrinae.

Contemptvs mundi jenbu.
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HEEALE (Toyo Bu_-nko)

Biblioteca Barberini.

FppXId& (Tenri Central Lib.)

British Museum.
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Public Lib. of Evora, Biblioteca Angelica.

"Bodleian Lib., Bib. de ' Institute, Pei-t ang

Lib., King’s College, Lib. of the Univ. of
Levden.

Mr. Oppersdorff (Silesia)

Pei-t’ang Lib, XKE{#fi, Convent of the
Augustinians Manila.

Bodleian Lib., Bib. Ambrosiana.

Racvyoxv.

Salvator mvndi.

Gvia do pecador

Doctrina Christan.

Doctrina Christam.

Royei1 Zafit.

Doctrinae Christianae.

Earl of Crawford, Lib. of the Univ. of

Levden, British Museum, KEE[X#fa(+=3&)

Biblioteca Casanatense.

— —— —

British Museum, Bib. San Lorenzo, Bib.
Natioaale, Bib. Barberini, King Manuel
of Portugal, K3E[#EH

K d)1132 (Mr. Tokugawa, Mito), Bib. Apo- |

stolica Vaticana.

Bib. Casanatense.

Bib. San Lorenzo.

Aphorismi Confessariorvm.

'Vocabv]ario dah lingoa de lapam.

Arte da lingoa de lapam.

R X E A
Pei-t’ang Lib.

Bodleian Lib., British Museum, Bib. Na-
tionale.

Earl of Crawford, King’s College, Bodleian
1b.

K X A

Manvale ad Sacramenta.

Spiritval Xvgvio.

Floscvli.

Contemptvs mvndi.

WEESCE, EAS7, (Sophia Univ. in
Tokyo), British Museum, Pei-t’ang Lib.

F iR 4% (Oura Tenshudo), Francis-
can Convent at Manila.
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L, HED, 1217, 18—21 535, FEMBOFMIE1 A, A
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O

E A, EFREREARD, LOMEE SHEDC L Y EELAEES .

5.

ERERNE S LEFRERHOIET, SERTKEEDE, 1 FV RO m
7A— FMARZE, 74 7 KREREMO=FrcirEINLTw3,
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EBEE U4 (1599) IE H TF A A< HP R <% 2 Ak T

(FE%) GVIA DO PE-/ CADOR / IN COLLEGIO IAPONI / CO

SOCIETATIS / IESV. /| Cum facultate Ordinarij, & Superio-

rum. /| ANNO M. D. XCIX. /
(BREL) 22~ & BIEALFICE OfEth #HEHLCETRE AL+
AR EHERIUAEIE AT B EiREE
EHFa4s, BRFERZLAD, IO TTH5TENED v — < FLKDEEE
ME5 X2 BT FERAE, A4 @ Luis de Granada (1504——-
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do Pecador DOHFF iR CIEERRIC ISR OEEDOHICIA { B L
7o R e e DE
FiRil, EERIERA L OROTEBREREERRE, 48Tk, HE26 #5194
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DOCTRINAE CHRISTI- / anae rudimenta, cum alijs pijs
Orationibus / NAGASAQVI EX OFFICINA / Goté6 Thome

Séin typozraphi Societatis IESV. / Cum facultate Ordinarij,

& Superiorum. / Anno 1600. /
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+ ik, 77 v 30HTE L bR B ERELBEOTTE R O EEET T IE,
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BEFAA Q6100 MW A v/ FFKE FHEHT >~ b =4 F il
fr 1]
(B%) CONTEMPTVS MVNDI / MIACI EX OFFICINA
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OHSLN43% “ De Imitatione Cristi” D ¥# iR TIEHERRIC 5ikA%
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