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STRATEGIC BCMBING SURVEY

(PACTFIC)
APO # 234
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
Interrogation No. 292 U.5.5.B.0. Places Tokvo
o Date: 1 November 1045

Division of Origin: 0il, Chemicel, =2nd Rubber Division.

Subject: Plans formulated bvw the Greater Tast Asia !"inigtrv for the
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Economic Develo p”ent of Japan hased upon tre resources in
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Cccupiled Territories.

Personnel interrogatesd and background of each:

Mr. Okita Saburo - Graduated Imnerial Tniversity in 10937,
from Engineering School. Works feor the Ministrv cof Fommahwca-
tions on nower su»plv. At the present time the vower surnlv 1s
handled by the Ministrv of Commerce ~né Industrv, “orled there
for two vears., Staved there until 1939 #nd then went to Peiking,

Remeined in Peking 1ntil Febrvarv 1942, ™as werking in the
same business. Then returnsed to Tokveo and entered thre Greater
East Asia Ministry. At that time it was nct known bv this ti-
tle, It was cclled the East Asia Develomment PBuresu, It wes
a1 inde~endent burezu directlv under trhe nrime minister. 0Over
that there was a technicsl bureau.

HEls nrineipal work was in reletion teo indrstrv and nrinci-
pally in China. When this became the Greater Eect Asia Ministrvy
he entered the investiration secticn. Fe was in the investisa-
tion section until tre snrine of this wvesr wren he entered the
economic section with Mr. Aichi until the dissolusion of the
Greater Bast Asia Ministrv in Aupust.

He is now working =t the investigation bureaun of the for-
ceign office at which place he was interviewad.

Where interviewed: PForeign Office.

Interrogator: Lt. Comdr. G. M. Wlllliams,

Interpreter: 1st Lt. G. Oujevolk,

Allied Officers Present: None.

Summary: (See Text).
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IVVESTIGATION: There were two boo¥%s which were checred inteo, hoth

| written for the ecvernment bv Mr. Saburo while wor-
king for the Grester East Asia Ministrv. The followine facts were
gather about then,

BOOKX M0, 1: '"Material “ower of Janan After thre Jenan-fhing
Incldent,V Julwvy 1945,

In June of this vear the matearial resorees of Tanen ware veryv low
end the Greater Bast Industryv Ministry ernducted thigs investigation,

CoaRl MO, 1:  Shows graphicelly the resources of the most cri-
) tical material of the Jananese econom whigh in-
cluded coal, electrical nowver, cement, steel, armonia sulvhote,
soda ash, =2nd aluminum. This chsrt shows actuel figures un throveh
the vear 1944 anc¢ for 1945 it shows estimeted figures.

QUESTION: ™What is the most immortent feature of t-ig chart from
the Japanese noint of view?

ANSWE : The most immort-nt feature g thet the maximum »rocdve-
tion of steel was in 1938 and it pgrzcuallv fell off un-
til 1943 when it entered a shern decline until 1045,

OQUESTION: What was the cause of this decline?

ANSYTER : The reason was tre stoorace of immortetion of scran iron
from the United Stetes. WNext in immort-nce wes tre de-
cline in availabilitv of shimning. The steel irdustrwy
in J=pan denends uvpon shinrine =nd snrnroximstelvy 407 of
shivnping is used for iron and steel.

QUESTION: I would like to get vorr irnression of the chemical in-
dustry.

ANSWER

I have no connection with th-t branch. Hewev~r, from
1930-38 the »rcduction of soda a2sh inereased trermendenslvw
after the Manchurian incident, Beginnine in 1038 nreduc-
tion fell off repidly due te the 1selr of gs=lt.. The main
usage of soda ash is artifiecisl] silk end glass,

20

QUESTION: What is the situation in regard to smmonis snlphote®

ANBWER : Maximum »roduction was aronnd 1841, ehonh L, 200, .00 tong.
It is the most important inAnstry in Janen., Tt i nsged
for prcduction of fertilizer Tor rice, Tt g 1sed 30
times more than commared to the Tmited Stetes ond Janan
uses 1t more than any countrv in the world, wher nsed
in hectar of land,

QUESTION: Whv cren't there anv cherrts on cil?

ANSWER 3 The oil was run senaratalw hHr the Armv 2nd Vavv and we
do not know anvthing ahrut it.
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2euliar or was it true ﬁn‘;b@r materials

by

ANSWER ¢ It was true for oil onlv., The figures, d-ta, ~n” met-
erial on these charts was cbteired from tre Minightrsr of
Manitions., Only @il wag not on thieg list,

s

CHART N0, 2: lMonthly nreoduction of 1944, Sesme articles
shown in decline, Aftzar Jure o2nd Julw~ thre
declination is fairly sherp because of lack of trengnort-tion.

CPART NO, 3¢ Production end loss oF shins.

OUESTICN: From where were these figures obtained?

n

ANSWER : From the Ministryv of Munitions. The darlr 1ine 3is loss
anc the wnite lines nroduction. The most imortent
reason for the wer nower of J=nan was shinning, The
industries of Janan derend unon shinnine very l-oreelxr
in comparison with other countries.

CHART NQ, 4: The relation of continental resrureces teo the

Japanese econonv, 1930-45, Coal: tre white line
reoresents the nroduction in Jansn, the hlack line is for Yorea. =ngd
wakhalin. The verticel hateh srows immorts from China ireluding
llanchuria. The chert on the righthond side of the nage shaws co2l
used for coking in tre steel irdustrv. 90% of the bherd cokire coal
comes from Crina, 2nd alsc Manchuria. Thet used in nroduc+ion of
carbicde and sods comes from French Indo-China. Racenge af shertoge
of shinping it was secured from Shanshi ™rovincc of China 2nd the
rest from Kerea. The highest meximum of coa2l in the iron irdnstry
was 1942,

CE:LRT NO. 5: Coensumntion of Iron Ore, 1038-45, The w-ite
line shows the immorts from Senth Asis, Malava,

and tre “hilinpine Islsnds. Tre diagonel hateh renresents the
China ore, the verticnl hatch the Yorean ore. The "hite block rap-
resents the home island nroduction., Before the rsrest war Jrnen de-
pended mostly unon ore from I'sleva end Philinnines. AMFfter tre he-
ginning of the w=r Janan denended mestlv uron China., Tr 1030 Janan
discovered new ores in the islend of Hairan fror hich come L DY
000 tons. The rrorertv of Fainan ore is vers excellent.,

CEART WO, 6: Supnly of Sr1t, 103R-4%5, Tre white nert revre-
sents irrorts from Formosa, snd nclndes Afriecs
anc Somaliland. The disgonz2l bhater represerts s=7+ from (ina. The
vertical hetch renrcsents salt from "enehluria, The white hlobk ot
the bottom represents hormelsnd "rofnu-tion of =21t. The imrorteont
feature of tre chart is the increase of s21t nro~duction ir China.
tiost of this comes from the s2lt mines of Vortrern "hina,

QUESTICN: Whet was Book Yo. 1 used for?
AMSWER

» 0

It wrs sort of reference materizl fer +*e mirnister sce-
retariat.
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ONUESTION: Was this@gsed et all when Ther were 'lrj’nq their deci-
sion to surrender?

ANSWER ¢ It mev heve hsd some bearing on 1%, I'm not gures

ROCK NQ, 2: "Revision cf the Tanancse Feenomv in Accordence
with the Resources of tle Continent," Febrvarv
1945.

A11 the main meterials such as salt, sov heans, aluminous shole,
magnesite, graphite, fots and cills, cocal, iron ore, manganese ore,
cil fuel, anc¢ cotton.

‘ QUESTION: What was the nurmose of nrevaring this trestise”

ANSWER : We could nct get the matorisls dne to lae ~f shinring,
This renort deals with our efforts in Manchurias and China,

QUESTION: You were tryving to ceveloD this nart hecsuse sunplies
from the Scuth were cut off?

ANSWER

The imnorts from the South last vear suddenly declired,
In Februsrv of this vear the articles coming from China
and Kores slso declined. This stuav was mede SO we
could decide what wes best to do.

The ccnclusion of thie studv showed trant 60=70% of dim-
ported meterial went to tre iron industrv, Tris was
to be used to see whether the nercontaces shemld he
changed.

The following facts werae given on salt: (1) Splt is e
prinecinal mineral for the neonle afd (2) s21t is used in ftre sode
industr #nd also feor cnoking.,.

Consumption of szlt in Jenar per vesr exceeds 2 million tons.
Half of it is nsed for thre sods industrv end the ~ther hal® Tep
ccoking.

QUESTION: Was the salt used for cookine ne=ded in cerning fecltor-
jes or consumed in households?

ANSWER = A breakdowm would read ohout this wars

20% - housebold

20% -~ factorv rmenufecturing
15% -~ "Miso"

15% - Jenanesc Sauce

20% - nickles

10% - storing of fish™

NUESTION: As a result of this book @id thev tele heed =nrd male A
change in the rotio of imorts?

ANS'ER

Theg gh“nged salt tc 70% cf imrorts =sn? Fron anc steecl
tO O'ib.
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Cou.ld.n"mJ tell at thot time th-t\@ha rar was nyer
now th-t vou h=d te chenee from wer materisls te fonod
for the neonle on the homefrort =nd tr=t vru comld no
longer brine it to a sveccessful cenelusion?

-

The neople who nrenared this renort Tnew th-+ +hov
could not win .the war,

Did the Greater Ecst Asias inistrv do envthine ahaut 149

The minister did reed it =2nd =11 he did was te increase
the food »roduction. In Anril = decision wos mede to
control the food immorts,

Do yor know who hsd contrel ~v-or the alloc=+ion of ghin-
ping?

ilr. Shinichi Tenaka,
"'net was his position when re controlled it?

In the Genaral Yobhilization Rurecay in e TMinitions
e B s g

‘hen was this decision macde to eonveort te food for +he
homeland?

The decision wes m~dec =t » confererce rt whiek +onre-
scntatives nf tha veriovs interasted Mministries were
present.
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