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- HEADQUARTZERS -
U. S, STRATEGIC BOiBING SURVZY
(PACIFIC)
© - APO 234 f
C/0 POSTMASTZR, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. 499, T s s PLacE

DIVISION OF ORIGIN: Military Analysis Division
SUBJECT: Shipning Supnly Fa'Philipoineé_

Personnel interrogated and background of eacht

¢

Lt. Col, YAHSI, Tovama - 1933 was.in nfficers school aﬁq o

in 1941 graduated from the War Conllege. From 1941 to
1945, connected with the shinping, attached to shinping

headquartﬂrs, Hiroshima until Anril 1944; at this tlme,‘: 

Col. YAHEI was transferred to Manila and eralnbd there
until 2 January 1945

."Wherg'intepviewgﬁ: Room 805, Meiji Building
Interrogator: Lt, Col. Em; M, SHINE
Intersreter: Mr. Harvey Colton

Allied Officers present: Lt', T. T. Pinkstaff

Summary: None
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= INTERROG.TION
In the Phlllpolnes was -your . jobi gtill connected with Shipping”
Yes s D ;--.-~; zuk_;;_“i B oz
%as the original plen to use the Phlllpplnes tosupply troops
farther South? mE
Up to May 1944, it was to be used to supply Halmahera and down to
New Guinea, but.in June 1944, it was imposgible; so fromtihis. time
on all supplles were ‘used in the Philippines,

Were you able to get the supplles‘you needed in:the Philippines up

to June 19447 |

Up to August 1944, we were.able to, but from.September 1944 on,  air
and sea blockade prevented our gettlng through

As of June 1944, what percentage of Supplles needs 1n the Phlllvplnes
arrivedy o . o 5 B R4 . 4 e o R

About 60% o i o G EE T

What nlen of dlstrlbutlon did you heve for gettlng Suppllea 1nto

the hands of troops after they reached .the. Phlllpplnesﬁ” .

Manila received goods from Japan and belgpn, this. was’ shlpped in
smaller boats to Mindanao, Leyte, and Cebu, On the island of Luzon,
it was delivered by trucks, Trains were used to a certain extent
but due to the lack of coal, mostiy vehicles were .used, '4s a:result

of this, the supplying so large an area, Menlla contelned considerable
store of supplies, bt SET SR S A L U Lok

Did these trucks used in transporting supplies belong:to supply units
or the divisions receiving the supclies?
They belonged to transportation units, ..

Did you transport supplies direct to the divisions or establish: °
dumps and have the divisions send back for them?
From the main depots, like Manila, supplics were taken to division

dumps and from there moved by small hand carts to the troops.

< o
Ae

ias 100% supplies delivered to the division dumps by truck?
Up to the time of the smerican landings in Leyte, Yes; but fearing
the nexi step would be Luzon, all available means were used and

considerable amounts were moved eround the Luzon coast 1n small.
boats, '

vere supplles piling up on beach due to lack of transportation to
move them o our air gdetion’

Originally there was enough trucks to move supplies but after the
Leyte landings, the supplies coming into Luzon caused a definite
shortage, but no additional trucks were received,

How many days supply did you issue a division at one time?
e concentrated principally on fuel, emmunition, food and clothing,
The plan was to méintein one months supply of these items,

tiere you able to maintain a one months supply on hand at all times?
Prior to the time of the blockade we were able to do this, but
from June 1944 on, we were not able to have this amount on hand,

Was the Army able to fill all your requirements, if not, why and
what items were critical?

Food &and fuel were the most critical items, the reason being the
incressed personnel and the supply ships being sunk,

What effect did bombing have on your supply dumps?
Soon after supplies were brought in they were disbursed but there
was considerable loss at the docks from afr attacks,
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(. In over-all losse$ from the timé ‘goods left Japan until “they -arrived
in Luzen, what % do you estimate you lost by bombing? Wwoe ok el

Ay 50%

de Then after the SUDplleb were recelved 1n army dhmps, tht Jdld you
" lose by bombing? RN 57 R W g
A, About 56% -~ In other words suppl&eq that were eoming from the main
1" Tand suffered heavy lessés and even after ‘they arrived bombing _
déstroyed more, s¢ thet nearly a 108% loss was considered in getting
te the base, but once suprlies were received in dumps and disbursed

L

-~the loss from air actlon was practlcally nll =38 S e e

J« Uhat effect didsair ectien have on your truek conwoys'aupﬁlying
small units? l o |
L, Practicelly none, becéuse they meved at night in gr@ups‘@f'2iénd.3,

e Did this slow down your supply line and to what extenmt? ~ - ..

A, It definitely slevied up the supply but due to bomblng on 1arger
installations they got through w1th only tlme‘lost A

w. UVhat effect did air actien have on pcrsonnbl worklng in supply s
depots?

A, It didn't bother morzle eny but caused loss of working hours to a
creat extent,

G, On treops whe lost their ejuipment by &ir wction prior te lending end
joined units already in combat, how were they then reequiped?

A, They were re-supplied only with small arms from army dumps but
toward the end they were unable to supply them even with smell arms,

Qe Tere your plans of pperations ever changed due to leck of certein
supplles?

A. The original plan was to supply Leyte with the pre:ent stock of
supplies on Luzon, but around the middle of December after hcavy
losses at Leyte we quit supplying the island realizing 1t was lost,
e figured the dwindling sup»lies that were on Luzon then would be
needed to supply Manila, but after being bombed in Manile, the
supplies were moved to San Fernando &nd later when troops landed

all possible suppldées were moved to the hills and we carried on as
best we could,

Qe Duc to all these supply losses, how did this zffect the combat
effielenicy ol troops:

L, Shortzge of metericls, wspeciclly food, reduced the morezlc of
troops about 5€%,

4o Did all troops thet left from other cre:s to go to Luzon leave with
full equipment, field péeces, etc,?
Bes Yes

Q. How many tons of supplies a day were required to maintein e division
in fighting (15,000C men) ?
A, About 300 metric tons for 15,000 men,

4« How far, as a rule, does ¢ division place their dumps from thc
front linej
A, h4beut 24 kilos (15 miles),

Q. %What type of transportztion was used to move supplies to troops in
combat
A, Trucks were used from mein dumps to temporary dumps &nd from tempe-
rery dumps to troops, horse carts were used,
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< Dld Straflng cauue ‘much loss from dumps to troops° .

. a4 e ‘-

de .-Was the supply department consulted on an opergtlon before 5 e f} ‘
deeision was made:? . _
A, In.any. of the 1arger OpFr&tlonS, yese .o . .o

ie *

Qari 4L dftef talkinﬂ w1th the supply departments, and fmmding that the}-;
eould not always meet the pequirements necessarv, wafe_tactlcal
plans changed? .- : ¥ g

4, They were told of pldns and upon adVlce thmt tactmcal plgns could
not. be cerried out dué to ldek ‘of transporte tiony thgy would be
teld that they: would_hcve to carry tkru ENYWEY o : "

8P In your own’ opinlon.vhgt do you.thlnk causcd “the most loss of

supplies? : g o “Foge S@., . B3
A Air Qctlon.__ Pl . cal it e e g o
@&, Do you.knom.@f cny supply pEC. le who e could tglkiio mho might
give us more informetion zlong these. lines? s s T e

Le No, &s: far dg- 1 know they_are stlll in the PhlllpLIHGS.‘
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