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der the laws of the State of Illinois in 1874.

The National Christian Association arose to

meet a gi-eat want created by the growth of

secret orders, and the ignorance and silence
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fects.
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The president (1897) is a Methodist Episco-
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and agents are also the Free Methodist, Con-
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United Brethren, Baptist, Reformed Presby-

terian and Independent,
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Christian Association is at 221 West Madison*
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Chicago.
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pal publication.
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'Mesus answered him,— 1 spake openly to the world; aud in secret have I said nothing." John 18:20.
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What prospect is there for an anti-

secret lecture in 3-our church?

We have received invitations to lecture

from about tv^^enty places in Illinois, Indi-

ana and Wisconsin.

Will not every friend of the cause put

forth his best effort to arrange for anti-

secret meetings in his locality?

*The greatest need at this juncture is

for every Cynosure reader to plan and
work for meetings in the interests of light

against darkness.

The Theosophists of Boston are angry
at Judge Sheldon for denying their prop-

ertv exemption from taxation 'on the

ground that Theosophy is a religion.

W^'hat folly for full-grown people in

this age to be searching old records to see

whether their ancestors got across the

ocean in tmie for them to get into one of

the many societies for the cultivation of

snobbcrv.

Brethren, will you not sw4ng wide open
the doors for lectures and sermons upon
this great practical issue of the day?
Write to the agents in the field or to us
here w^hat can be done in your communi-
ty. Open the way for the truth from the

lips o>f Hving witnesses.

The annual report of the ^lodem
Woo'dmen, recently assembled at Du-
buque, shows an increase during the last

seven years from 40,000 to 240,000, and
that they carry $550,000,000 insurance.

This is not an indication that secret socie-

ties will die out if onl.v let alone.

The Theosophists think that if their

property cannot escape taxation under
the cloak of religion it ought to be ex-

empted on the ground that it is used for

"literary and scientific'' purposes. Their
chief apostle, Annie Besant, furnishes the

best model for the murder of language to

obscure thoug^ht.

Last week was commencement week at

W^eaton. The attendance of the alumni

was larger than usual. The year has been

prosperous, more than 140 students being

registered in the conservatory. President

Blanchard's baccalaureate sermon was
preached to a crowded dhapel and before

the graduating class of the college on
Sabbath, June 20. There were six from

the business college, four from the con-

servatory of music, four from the art

school, eleven from the academy and sev-

enteen from the college.
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SECRECY AND CITIZENSHIP.

BY PROF, ELLIOT WHIPPLE.

The State is by far the most important
of any purely human organization. All

who dwell within its territory are neces-
sarily members of it, whether they desire

to be or not. It powerfully influences the
conditions of the lives of all its subjects.

Other organizations may become cor-

rupt, may decay, may cease to exist, and
the injury will, at the most, be but partial

and temporary- : but. if these things hap-
pen to the state, the resulting evils are

universal.

If the government is to be in the hands
of the people, the need of confidence

—

confidence of the people in one another
and confidence in the persons elected to

make and execute laws—is more neces-

sary than would be the case in any other
association by just so much as the issues

are more important and far-reaching.Yet
such a confidence is precisely what secret

societies, and especially secret political

organizations, undermine and destroy,

^len who are banded together in secret

associations lose cohesion with the rest of

the community. Not only so, but suoh
combinations, like loose stones in a wall,

-prevent the union of the rest. Washing-
ton in his farewell address warned his

•countrymen as follows

:

''All obstructions to the execution of

the laws, all com'binations and associa-

tions under Avhatever plausible charac-
ter, with the real design to direct, control,

counteract or awe the regular delibera-

tion and action of the constituted authori-

ties, are destructive to this fundamental
principle (the duty of every individual to

obey the established government), and
of fatal tendency. They serve to organize
faction, to give it an artificial and extra-

ordinary force, to put in the place of the

delegated will of the nation the will of a
party, often a sm-all but artful and enter-

prising minority of the community; and
according to the altern,ate triumphs of
dift'erent parties, to make the public ad-
ministration the mirror of the ill-concert-

ed and incongruous projects of faction,

rather than the organ of consistent and
wholesomxe plans, digested by common
counsels, and modified bv mutual inter-

•ests.

''However combinations and associa-

tions of the above description may now
and then answer popular ends, they are
likely in the course of time and things to
become the potent engines by which cun-
ning, ambitious and unprincipled men
will be enabled to su'bvert the power of

the people, and to usurp for themselves
the reins of government, destroying the
ver}' engines which had lifted them to un-
just dominion."

IMPORTANCE OF PUBLICITY.

Another thing essential to the success
of self-government is that all the affairs

of government should be public in order
that the people may know at all times just

how^ their servants, the government offi-

cials, are performing the duties intrusted

to them, and that the tremendous power
of public opinion may promptly be
brought to bear upon any wrong doing.

Hence it has come to pass that, in this

country at least, all legislative and judi-

cial functions are performed in public,

and though the publicity, in a certain

class of judicial cases, exerts a pernicious

influence, it is thought better to endure
the resulting injury to society than to

incur the fearful risks of secret judicial

action. Custom requires that most exec-

utive acts should also be puiblic, the prin-

cipal exception being the neg'otiation of

treaties.

Illustrations of the efficiency ofpublic

opinion are of every day occurrence ; for

example, the breaking down of the

Tw^eed ring in New York City as a result

of the exposures printed in the New York
Times, the termination of the police

blackmail system in the same city result-

ing from the Parkhurst exposure, the

closing up of open g-ambling in Chicago
as a result of the efforts of the Civic Fed-
eration seconded by the daily papers. In

fact, we constantly see great and strongly

intrenched evils give way as soon as made
public in the newspapers, before any legal

action is undertaken. It is safe to say

that the most perfect scheme of self-gov-

ernment, set at work, with all the other

conditions essential to success, would fail

if publicity were denied.

SECRET SOCIETIES PROMOTE SECRET METH-
ODS IN CIVIL AFFAIRS.

Now it is easy to see that the tendency
of secret societies of all kinds is to train

men to secret instead of open methods of

doing things. Students in college who
have for four of the mosit formative years
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of their lives been managing college poli-

tics^ in secret associations will be very
likely to carry the habits thus formed into

the m'ore important affairs that will after-

ward engage their attention, and all other

secret societies for young people must
inevitably have a similar tendency. We
are largely creatures of habit and imita-

tion; when w^e have anyiihing to do, most
of us proceed to do it as w^e have been
in the habit of doing similar things, or as

we have seen others do under similar

circumstances. Only very strong rea-

sons ever induce us to. vary from the

beaten track.

What, then, is to be said of secret asso-

ciations for political purposes? If the

doings of our judges, legislators and ex-

ecutive ofificers s'bould be subject to pub-
lic inspection, is it not ecjually necessaiT

that the processes by which these officials

are selected and put in power should like-

wise be open? We guard with the most
jealous care all the proceedings of the

actual election of offfcials, from the choice

of a tO'wn constable up to the counting of

the electoral votes for President in the

presence of both houses of Congress,
and any attem-pt at secrecy is rightly re-

garded as evidence of fraud. But even
more important than the election itself is

the caucus at Ayhich the nominations are

made, and right here, at the very source

of political power, the secret political so-

ciety proposes to exert its potent and
baneful spell, poisoning the fountain

which ought to pour forth a current of

pure, healthful, life-giving influences.

OPINION OF DOCTOR LIEBER.

Dr. Francis Lieber, whose work on
"Civil Liberty^'' was a standard text-book
in our best colleges for a generation,

says: '''Publicity begets confidence, and
confidence is indispensable for the gov-
ernment of free countries; it is the soul

of loyalty in jeaJous freemen. This nec-

essary influence is two-fold—co-nfidence

..in the government and confidence in
' society itself.

"It is with reference to the latter that

secret political societies in free countries

are essentially injurious to all liberty, in

addition to their preventing the growth
and development of manly character, and
promoting vanity; because they are, as all

'' secret societies must inherently be, sub-

emissive to superior will and decision, a

vgreat danger in politics, and unjust to the

rest of the citizens, by deciding on public
measures and men without the trial of

public discussion, and by bringing the
influence of a secret united body to bear
on the decision or election.

"Secret societies in free countries are

cancers against Avhich history teaches us
that men who value freedom ought to
guard themselves most attentively.'

OPINION OF GENERAL GRANT.

Gen. U. S. Grant said: "AH secret,

oath-bound political parties are danger-
ous to any nation, no matter how^ pure or

how patriotic the motives and principles

which first bring them together." Exam-
ples of the workings of secret societies for

political purposes may be found by study-
ing the "Carbonari'- of Italy, the secret

factions that plunged France into the

"Reign of Terror,"' the "Union League"
as applied to the negro voters of the

Southern States and resulting in the in-

famous "carpet bag" governments, and
the murderous "Ku Klux Klan."

SECRET CONSPIRACIES VERSUS OPEN RESIST-
ANCE TO DESPOTISM.

Although secret political methods are

plainly out of place in a country of free

speech, free press and fair play, the ques-

tion may be raised as to their admissibility

in a land where these things are denied;,

but histor}- bears testimony against them
there as everywhere else. Search the

annals of human struggles for freedom
throughout, and see if you can find a sin-

o'le well-authenticated instance in which
a secret oath-bound league has ever suc-

ceeded in changing the course of public

affairs in favor of the real interests of free-

dom and humanity. Harmodius and Aris-

togeiton killed Pisistratus, but failed to

free Athens. Brutus and Cassius "re-

moved" Caesar, but they could not resur-

rect the Roman repubiic. The nihilists-

destroyed Alexander II. of Russia, and
with him perished the movement for con-

stitutional government in that land of

tyranny, misery and despair. When the

conditions are ripe for the overthrow of

despotism or the introduction of a larger .

measure of self-government, an open
appeal to the people and a manly, cour-

ageous attack upon the intrenchments of

arbitrary power have ever proved more
successful than cowardly plotting behind

closed doors.

It was an unpremeditated open revolt

that drove Tarquin the Proud from h's-

i
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throne and established in Rome 'a repub-
lic destined to endure for half a millen-

nium. The mightiest movement toward
freedom of thoug'ht and self-g-overnment,

as well as freedom of worship, which this

world has ever known was begun when
Luther, in the open light of da}* and in the

face of all Europe, nailed his ninety-five

theses to the church door of Wittenburg-.

The circumstances attendant upon the

founding of the Dutch republic, and the

evolution of English civil liberty, from the

']\Iag-na Charta" to the "Bill of Rights,"

are filled with examples of how brave
men. standing sturdily for their rights,

vron battles for the rig'ht in open, manly
fashion.

AMien the grandest experiment in seif-

g-overnment of all the ages was to be tried

upon these Avestern shores, our forefath-

ers organized no secret societies, but, re-

lying- upon the justice of their cause and
the support of an intelligent and patriotic

people, gathered openly in the Continen-
tal Congress, signed their names to the

Declaration of Independence, and
'pledged their property, their lives, and
their sacred honor" to maintain that

Declaration against the most pow^erful

nation on earth.

DESPERATE CHARACTER OF SECRET SOCIETIES

There is one characteristic of secret

societies which renders their influence es-

pecially injurious to the citizens of a free

self-governing state, and that is their

despotism. Some people suppose that, if

the ofBcials of any organization are elect-

ed by the members, and if the laws or
regulations by which they are governed
are adopted by a majority vote, liberty is

secured. But this is far from being true,

as history abundantly proves. A pure
democracy, where the will of the majoritv
can take effect at once vnthout limitation
or restriction, is the Avorst kind of despot-
ism, as is shown in the histories of Athens
and Florence. It has been the proiblem of
the ages to discover how to prevent the
power necessarily intrusted to govern-
ment ofiicials from becoming despotic—

a

problem partially solved in countries in
Avhich civil liberty is developed to the
highest extent by constitutions w^hich de-
fine and restrict the poAvers of of^ce-bear-
ers, divide the functions of government
among different departments, each hold-
ing the others in check, and secure the

rig-hts of minorities and individuals by
Avell-defined gTiarantees.

The tendency of secret societies is to-

AA-ard the formation of gradatioins, each
higher degree keeping its doing-s secret

from all beioAv, and in many instances ex-

ercising despotic authorit}' over them.

Setting aside for the present such mur-
derous associations as the Mafia, the

]\Iolly Maguires, the Danites, the Ku
Klux Klan, and the Clan-na-Gael, the

general character of the multitudinous s'e-

cret societies AAdiose ostensible objects are

benevolence, felioiwship and mutual aid

may be ascertained by a study of one typi-

cal organization.

FREEMASONRY A TYPE OF SECRET SOCIETIES.

Freemasonry is the oldest existing so-

ciety of its kind, is most widely extended,

and manifests its inPiUence upon all other

secret associations by the fact that,

though they differ widely in their appar-

ent forms, there is nevertheless impressed

upon most, if not all of them, a certain

simhlarit}^ of structure and frequently of

ritual and phraseology whidh indicates

that their founders Avere themselves Free

Masons, or, at any rate, Avere familiar

Avith and copied from Freemasonry.

Hence Avhat Ave learn to be true of Free-

masonry may well be taken to reveal the

tendency of all allied organizations. The
despotic character of Freemasonry is es-

tablished by the testimony of authors Avho

are everywhere accepteid as true expo-

nents of their system by Freemasons

themselves.
' As to the power of a master of a lodge.

Mackey's Lexicon of Freemasonry says

:

'Tihe power of a master is absolute. He
is the supreme arbiter of all questions of

order, so far as the meeting is concerned

;

nor can any appeal be made from his de-

cision to that of the lodge. For no mis-

demeanor, hoAvever great, can he be tried

by his lodge.'' Such subordination ma}'

be needful in an army or on board of a

ship, but ill befits the free citizens of a

republic in time of peace.

Robert Morris, in Webb's Freemason-s

Monitor (revised edition, page 145) says:

"The Masonic law has Httle of the repub-

lican or democratic spirit about it." As
to the power of the Grand Lodges, Mack-

ey's Lexicon of Freemasonry says, on

page 183: "The government of Grand

Lodges is completely despotic. Vv^'hile a

Grand Lodsre exists its edicts must be
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respected and obeyed without examina-
tion by its subordinate lodg-es.'' The offi-

cial report of the Grand Lodge of Mis-
souri contains the following:

"Not only do we know no Xorth, no
South, no East, no West, birt we know no
govermment save our own. To everv'

governiTient, save that of ^Masonry, and
to each and all alike, we are foreigners.

We are a nation of men bound to each
other only by Masonic ties, as citizens of

the world, and that world the world of

Masonry; brethren to each other the

world over; foreigners to all the world
iDesides."

In Webb's ^Monitor, page 196, we read:

'The first duty of the reader of this synop-
sis is to obey the edicts of the Grand
Lodge, right or wrong; his very existence

a's a Mason hangs upon ihis obedience to

the powers immediately set above him."

Such an institution cannot fail to habitu-

ate men to despotic proceedings instead

of training them to know and maintain
their rights as freemen, and readily be-

comes an instrument in the hands of de-

signing leaders for the promotion of al-

most any form of iniquity.

XORDLY TITLES HOSTILE TO THE SPIRIT OF
FREE INSTITUTIONS.

Closely connected with this character-

istic is another which is utterly hostile to

the spirit of our institutions. It is the

frequent use of titles which are often lord-

ly and grandiloquent, and sometimes ir-

reverent; for example. Grand Patriarch,

Prince of Mercy, Sublime Prince, Sover-
eign Master, High Prie'st, King.

The opinion entertained by the framers

of the constitution of the L'nited States

in regard to such titles is expressed in

section 9 of Article I. as follows: "No
titles of nobility shall be granted by the

United States, and no person holding
any office of profit or trust under them
shall, without the consent of Congress,
accept any present, emolument, office, or
title of any kind whatosever, from any
king, prince or foreign state." Are such
titles any less objectionable when con-
ferred by a powerful secret organization
in our midst? The similarity of the va-

rious secret societies is nowhere more
strikingly manifested tlian in the use of

titles. The trail of vanity and an undem-
ocratic desire for special distinction and
special privilege is over them all.

Wheaton Colleoie, 111.

THE MASONIC OATH.

BY REV. WM. WISKART, D. D.

Among the precepts of the Decalogue,
all of which are of universal and perpet-
ual obligation, we find the third express-
ed in the following language: "Thou
shalt not take the name of the Lord Thv
God in vain, for the Lord will not hold
him guiltless that taketh his name in
vain."

The original word shav, here ren-
dered vain, sometimes denotes emptiness,
vanity or uselessness, and sometimes de-
ceit, iving or falsehood. It is employed
in the former sense in such passages' as
Psalm xxxi., 6; Matt, iii., 14; jer. ii., 30,
and in the latter sense in such passages as
Exodus xxiii., i : Dent, v., i7;'Psalm xii.,

3, and xli., 6. Gesenius takes it in the lat-

ter sense in the third precept of the Deca-
logue, and renders it as follows: "Thou
shalt not utter the name of Jehovah upon
a falsehood ; that is, thou shalt not swear
falsely." The two meanings, however,
are so closely connected that they may be
regarded as but different aspects of 'one
and the same thing; for that which is

empty and useless, falsifies and deceives.

And this word as used in the third pre-
cept of the Decalogue comprehends both
of these meanings.

This precept forbids all use of the name
of God both vainly or without sufficient

cause, and falsely or without truth and
sincerity. A lawful oath is a solemn ap-
peal to God, upon some just occasion,
as the omniscient searcher of the heart,

to witness our sincerity, and as the right-

eous avenger of all falsehood and hypoc-
ris}'. to judge and punish us if we swear
falsely. It is a solemn ordinance of wor-
ship instituted l)y God for the honor of

His own name and for the peace and
\\-elfare of human society. That this ordi-

nance is grossly abused and perverted
and the name of God fearfully profaned
l)y Masons in the lodge will appear from
the following considerations:

I. The Masonic oath is taken in a rash

and inconsiderate manner. Even when
an oath is imposed by lawful authority,

when there is a just occasion for taking

it, and when the matter of it is true and
just, we are guilty of taking God's name
in vain, if we take it without a deliberate

investigation and understanding of these
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facts. A\'e should carefully inquire and
ascertain, not only whether the ends pro-

posed are sufttcient to justify us in tak-

ing the oath, but also whether the matter

of the oath be in exact accordance with

the sentiments and intentions of our
hearts. Otherwise we are guilty of vio-

lating the divine command in Ecc. v., 2,

*'3e not rash with thy.mouth and let not

thy heart be hasty to utter an}thing be-

fore God." But the ^Masonic candidate

in his initiation in the lodge is not only

rushed into the taking of the oath, before

he -has time to inquire whether it is justi-

fied by th€ ends proposed, but necessarily

takes it, before the matter of it can be

made known to him. Hence we affirm.

2. In the second place, that the Mason,
in being initiated into the lodge, swears

falsely and is guilty of perjury. Whenever
there is not an exact correspondence be-

tween the sentiments and intentions of

our hearts and the words of our mouth in

taking an oath, whether it be from ignor-

ance, indifference, or mental reservation,

we are guilty of swTaring falsely. Tn

other words, we mtist assert nothing
which we do not know to be true and
promise nothing which we do not know
to be possible and lawful, and which we
do not sincerely intend to, perform.

How is it, then, in taking the Masonic
oath? Why. the fact is, tlhe candidate for

initiation has no opportunity of know-
ing wliat the matter of the oath is or of

considering the import of the language
in which it is expressed, till he is actually

engaged in taking it. He is led around
the lodge-room, half naked, blindfolded

and with a rope round his neck; is con-

ducted to the altar and required to kneel

thereon his naked left knee, with his left

hand supporting the Bible, square and
compass, and his right hand resting on
them. And in this condition the Wor-
shipful Alaster addresses him, saying:

''You will say, I, with your name in full,

and repeat after me.' And then the candi-

date repeats the oath after the Master
as follows:

"I. A. B., of my own free will and ac-

cord, in presence of Almighty God and
this worshipful lodge of Free and Ac-
cepted Masons, dedicated to God and
held forth to the holy order of St. John,
do hereby and hereon most solemnly and
sincerely promise and swear that I will

always hail, ever conceal and never re-

veal any part, or parts, art or arts," etc.

Now, it ^^•ill be obseiwed that when
this candidate appeals to God as the wit-

ness of his sineerify in what he is about
to declare, he knows not wdiat he is about
to declare, and only finds it out afterward

as it is dictated to him, two or three words
at .1 time, by the Worshipful Master. Just
think of that! Appeal to the omniscient

Gad to witness the sincerity of your in-

tentions in what you are about to prom-
ise, when you know not what yon • are

about to promise, and, of course, cannot

know whetJier it wo'uld be possible and
lawful to perform, wthen you certainly can

have no definite intention in regard to it.

If this is not eonsummate trifling with

the ever-blessed name and glorious per-

fection of the great God, it is not pos-

sible to conceive of such a thing. It is

an insult to the omniscience of God and
a defiance of his power as the rig^hteous

avenger of all falsehood and hypocrisy.

And it is very strange indeed that any

sensible and good man should be induced

to take such a rash and hypocritical oath.

,
Wq must remember, however, that young
men who enter the lodge are generally

so terrified, agitated and bewildered by
strange cermonies and startHng sounds,

before they come to the point of taking

the oath, that in taking it they ''under-

stand neither wdiat they say nor whereof

thev affirm." And we may pray for them
in the language of our divine Master,

"Father, forgive the'm, for they know
not what they do."

3. The Masonic oath is taken without

any just occasion or cause, and is there-

fore most emphatically a taking of God's

name in vain. To interpose t^he solemnity

of an oath for trivial and unimportant
purposes, however good, is not only to

treat the sacred and glorioiis name of

God with irreverence, but to destroy the

efficacy of the oath as an ordinance for

special ends. For example, to employ
the oath for the confirmation of the truth

in our ordinary conversiation or for the

promotion of fideHty in the ordinary du-

ties of life, would be a fearful profanation

of the name of God. And such use of the

oath is absolutely forbidden in Matt, v.,

34-37; James v., 12.

We can all see that it is no profanation

of the name of God, or taking of His
name in vain, to take the judicial oatih,

whether as a means of official fidelity or as

an instrument of investigation in our

courts of justice, because this oath is im-
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posed by lawful authority and required

for purposes that are not only good, but

so necessary to the welfare of civil so-

ciety as to justify an appeal to the sacred

name of the Most Hig-h. This oath is

necessary in order to the impartial ad-

ministration of justice, the maintenance
of equal rights and the promotion of mu-
tual confidence and peace among men.

But how is it with Masonic oaths?

They are not imposed by any lawful

authority, either of the state or the

church. And they are not necessary as a

means of promoting any good and impor-
tant end in civil society, but the very re-

verse of this. They are the means of sub-

verting the administration of justice, de-

stroying equal rigdits and engendering
mutual suspicion and strife among men.
And if it would be a profanation of the

sacred name of God to employ the oath
for the confirmation of the truth in com-
mon conversation and for the promotion
of fidelity in the ordinary duties of life,

for the reason that such an oath is not
imposed by any lawful authority and not
necessary in order to the welfare of civil

society, but would be adverse to it, may
not the same thing be most emphatically
affirmed of the Masonic oath and for the

very same reason, namely, that it is un-
authorized and unnecessar}-, nay, most
antagonistic to the welfare of civil so-
ciety ?

We have declared that the Masonic
oath is a profanation of the name of God
because it is unnecessary and unauthor-
ized; but have we not just reason to place
an additional emp^hasis upon this declara-
tion when we consider the unnecessarv
and vain repetition of this oath which
takes place in the lodge? Why, the en-
tered apprentice, while kneeling upon 'his

naked left knee, with his hand upon the
Bible, has said: "In presence of Al-
mighty God I promise and swear," three
times. The fellow-craft, in a similar con-
dition, has said: 'T promise and swear,"
six times, the Master Mason seventeen
times, and the royal Arch Mason, count-
ing all the lower degrees through which
he 'has passed, has said, *Tn the presence
of Almighty God I promise and sw^ear,"

not less than sixty-eig^ht times. Now, if

an oath be necessary, why not make one
oath include all? Why add an oath to

every specification, even when the thing

specified has been included in former

oaths? \\'hy file oath upon oath, when
there is not the least semblance of a rea-

son for it? Is it to insult God bv trifling

with His great and fearful name? Or is it

to destroy all reverence and fear of God
among the members of the lodge, and to

banish from their hearts all sense of His
authority?

4. The Masonic oath is grossly and
positively immoral. It imposes obliga-

tions which are in direct conflict with the

pre-existing and paramount obligations

of the law of God. For example, the oath,

"Forever to conceal and never reveal" the

unknown secrets of Masonry, when for

aug^ht that we can kn'ow it may be incon-

sistentwiththe will of Godtoconceal them,

is in conflict with the supreme authority

of God and with His revealed will, which
requires us to obey God rather than men.
The oath to keep a brother Mason's crim-

inal secrets—^murder and treason not ex-

cepted—and the oath to warn a brother

jMason of approaching danger and extri-

cate him from his difficulties, whether
rig^ht or wrong, are in conflict with the di-

vinelv prescribed duty which we owe both

to God and to civil society. And when the

Mason, Avith a solemn appeal to God to

witness the sincerity of his professions,

imprecates mutilation and death upon
himself as a punis'hment for revealing cer-

tain trifling and absurd secrets, 'he takes

an oath that is not only immoral, but sav-

age, monstrous, horribly devilish.

5. Finally, we beg leave to add that

Masonic oaths are sinful nullities, wliich

have no binding force or obligation what-

ever. The obhgation of all oaths is lim-

ited to things lawful as well as possible.

A man can no more place himself under

a valid obligation to violate the law of

God than he can to fly to the moon. The
obligations of the divine law are supreme

and indispensable and cannot be set aside

or made void by any obligation that is

voluntarily assumed or self-imposed. It

was a part of the traditional teaching of

the Scribes and Pharisees in the days of

our Lord that a voluntary vow or an as-

sumed obligation was sufiicient to annul-

or make void that precept of the law

whic^h requires a man to honor his. par-

ents. 'Tf a man shall say to his father or

mother, it is Corban—that is to say, a

gift by whatsoever thou migditest be prof-

ited bv me—^he shall l)e free. And ye suf-

fer him no more to do aught for his fa-
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ther or his mother." Mark vii.. 1 1-12. But
for such teaching- our God denounced
tliem as hypocrites and bUnd guides, who
were making the word of God of none
ettect by their traditions.

Xo greater absurdity could be imag-
ined than to suppose that an immoral
promise or engagement can be rendered
obligatory by calling upon God to wit-

ness it. and to punish the non-perform-
ance of it. According to this supposition

any man ma}' at will make void the

autiiority of the Divine law. Yea, he
may at any. time employ the author-

ity of God in opposition to the

authority of his own most sacred and im-
mutable law. Masonic oaths are indeed
very sinful, but the sin consists in mak-
ing them and not in breaking them.

Ingram. Pa.

FREEMASONRY IN I^OPHECY.

Ingleside, Pa.. April 17, 1897.

Dear Cynosure—The chang^e in form
of our paper is certainly an improvement.
The constant presentation in the paper
of the special object—secretism—^we be-

lieve to be a great step in advance in our
reform. The quotations from public men,
dead and living, should be kept to the

front, so that all may know that great

men in past and present time knew and
recognized the dangers of organized se-

cretism. The interference of these socie-

ties with legislation, and with the execu-

tion of the laws of our land, should be
so constantly and plainly shown that none
•may be able to deny that organized se-

cretism is the foe of good government.
The greatest of all dangers shouM be

made most prominent. The fact that

Free ^vlasonry is Baalism, that its preach-

ers to-day are the successors of those

false prophets Whom Elijah, with God's
approval, slew at the foot of Mount Car-

mel, because they led God's chosen peo-

ple into idolatry, cannot be too strongly

emphasized. The fact of the historical

relations of Free Masonry and Catholic-

ism should be often and plainly present-

ed. God himself gave to His servants, the

prophets, a view of things to come in the

wonderful books of Daniel and Revela-

tion. He showed to Daniel and to John
the history of the world, and of the

church 6i Jesus Christ in the Avorld, so

that Ix^lievers might be warned of things

to come upon the governments of earth
and the church of Christ. God showed to
John the beast and the image of the beast,,

and how they would afHict the church,,

and the world at large.

W'e are living in the last age of the pres-

ent dispensation, and we are required to
hold up Christ as the true and only light

of the world lying in darkness. Profess-

ed ministers of the gospel and professed
churches of Jesus Christ are to-day count-
ed by thousands among the worshipers
of the beast and the image. If these pro-
fessed Christians are enlightened on the
subject of secret societies, the plea of ig-

norance will no longer avail; they must
come out from among them, or they must
suffer as parts of the mighty anti-Christ.

Let The Cynosure keep these facts al-

ways to the front. Freemasonry is the

subject of prophecy.

2. The "Image of the Beast" is to-day

the ruling power in the state and in the

nominal church. We live in the day when
the words of God to John in Rev. xiii., 12-

18, are fulfilled in our midst. We see the

Attorney General of the United States a

devoted Catholic, and our President leav-

ing the duties he w^as sworn to perform
to take the higher degrees of Free Ma-
sonry. We daily read of our Nationial

Congress doing almost anything or ev-

erything but to provide revenue for a
g-overnment going deeper and deeper

into debt. All men are wondering at the

things coming upon the earth. God rul-

eth ; blessed be His name.

His people, secure in their trust in Him,,

can read the fulfillment of prophecy, and
the hastening of the time when the glori-

ous tidings shall be proclaimed that the

kingdoms of this world are become the

kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ.

The beast and his image cannot be re-

formed. God has pronounced the doom
of the beast in His word. The image
which men made to the beast shall perish

and his worshipers shall be punished by
Him Vvdiose laws they now defy. There
surely is no nobler work than to dispense

the world's darkness, and to present

God's truth to all ; whether men will hear
or whether they will forbear, the respon-

sibility is with the individuals themselves.

In the field of anti-Masonic biography
I have looked in vain for any history of

the Hfe and work of Rev. Richard Hor-
ton, the author of the book published by
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the National Christian Association, en-

titled "The Image of the Beast, or Free
Masonry a Subject of Prophecy."

I think the book the strongest ever

written for our reform. If 3^ou could fur-

iuish a sketch of the life and work of the

author, and publish it in The Cynosure, I

believe it would tend to help the cause

of anti-secretism.

J. W. SNIVELY.

AMERICAN ANTI-MASONRY.

BY M. N. BUTLER,

The late International Cathohc Anti-

Masonic Congress at Trent in Austria,

and the extensive press mention on the

same, has brought the subject prominent-
ly before the civilized world, not only re-

ligiously, but politically as VvtU. Espe-
cil'ly are the ten million Catholics, and
all other classes in the United States,

deeply interested pro and con in this vig-

orous and far-reaching action. Older
citizens rememjber most vividly the in-

tense and widespread agitation of 1826

to 1836. Fifteen hundred lodges threw
up their charters and ceased to exist. For-
ty-five thousand out of hfty thousand
Free Masons left the order never to re-

turn. The movement died down, how-
ever, and the general public lost interest

in the theme. But when Henry A\'ard

Beecher and Theodore Tilton were edi-

tors of the New York Independent the

discussion was revived. And at Aurora,

111., in October, 1867, a large convention

Avas held and the element opposing the

Masonic order was reorganized.

The National Christian Association

w^as set in motion, and it has a very sub-

stantial building at 221 West Madison
street, Chicago, as its general headquar-
ters, where is issued each month its of-

ficial organ, The Christian Cynosure, an
ably edited thirty-two page magazine.

The association also owns the old Ad-
miral Rowan Building, near Pennsylva-

nia avenue, and within less than three

blocks of the National Capitol, Wash-
ington, D. C. The New England head-

quarters and a general agent are' in Bos-
ton. The association has State auxiliar-

ies, with their offices, agents, lecturers

and workers. Conventions and delegat-

ed meetings have been held in most of

the larger towns and cities of the Union.
A literature has evolved, and in almost

every State the distribution of literature

and discussion is being pushed forward.
D. L. Moody, George F. Pentecost, that

world-read lecturer, Joseph Cook, and
other noted divines, are leading the re-

Hgious agitation.

A political almanac before me records
the American anti-]\Iasonic platform for

1876. Sept. 14, 1882, a beautiful and im-
posing monument was unveiled to Will-
iam Morgan at Batavia, N. Y., in the

presence of 250 delegates, and a large

concourse of people. It was erected by
the voluntary contributions of more than
two thousand citizens of all religious and
political beliefs. The religious Avork is

non-sectarian, and those who have been
identified therevrith hail with pleasure the

international Catholic movement along
this line.

]\Ien first and foremost in American
statesmanship and jurisprudence have
spoken in tones of thunder on this issue.

John Quincy Adams, President of the

United States when ]\Iorgan was mur-
dered, declared : "I am prepared to com-
plete the demonstration before God and
man that the Masonic oaths, obligations

and penalties cannot by any possibility

be reconciled to the laws of morality, of

Christianity or of the land." President
Fillmore, J. C. Spencer and others affirm-

ed: "The Masonic fraternity tramples
upon our rights, defeats the administra-

tion of justice and bids defiance to every

government that it cannot control.'' Dan-
iel Webster, Secretar}' of State, avowed:
"All secret associations, the members of

which take upon themselves extraordi-

nary obligations to one another, and are

bound together by secret oaths, are nat-

urally sources of jealousy and just alarm
to others; are especially unfavorable to

harmony and mutual confidence among
men living together under popular insti-

tutions, and are dangerous to the general

cause of civil liberty and just govern-
ment. Under the influence of this con-

viction it is my opinion that the future

administration of all such oaths and the.

formation of all such obligations should

Ipe prohibited by law."

John Brown and Lewis Tappan were
seceded Masons; Myron Holley, Gerritt

Smith, James G. Birney and nearly all

the old Abolitionists were outspoken anti-

Masons. Harper's Mag-azine says: "As
a large portion of the \Miig party was
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merged into the Republican, the domi-

nant party of to-day has a lineal descent

from the feelings aroused by the abduc-

tion of ^Morgan from the jail at Canan-
daigua." Thurlow Weed and Horace
Greeley were for years bitter anti-AIa-

sons, as were Wendell Phillips, Charles

Francis Adams and.Wm. H. Seward.

Lincoln, nor none of his cabinet, were

Free ^Masons, so it appears.

And now let those who wish to inform

themselves as to the part Free Masonry
did play in the great rebellion remit forty

cents to the National Christian Associa-

tion and receive by return mail a copy of

the "American Handbook and Citizen's

]\Ianual" which is a complete digest of

the principles, doctrines, religion, gov-

ernment, philosophy and jurisprudence

of the order.

The opponents of Free Masonry affirm

that it is an English system born in a

grog shop—Apple Tree Tavern, London,
in 1 717. They beheve that its royal tech-

nique and high-sounding titles of nobil-

itv. as A\'orshipful IMasters, Most Wor-
shipful Grand Masters, Sublime Princes,

Kings and Grand Kings stamp it as des-

potic, un-American and entirely out of

harm.ony with our popular government

and free institutions. One thing at least

seems settled—Freemasonry must again

pass through the crucible of hottest dis-

cussion and public investigation and crit-

icism. WTiether it can survive it better

than two generations ago remains to be

seen.

Kansas Citv, Mo.

THE NORTHFIELD CONFERENCE.

Few places would have to undergo less

change to make them the fit abode of the

redeemed than the village of Northfieid,

3Jass. For beauty of situation it would
not suffer in comparison with any edu-

cational center in the world. It has all

the advantages of other school towns,

without the evils so comm.on to colleges

of greater age. The characteristic indi-

viduality of Mr. Finney in his palmiest

davs was never more deeply impressed

upon Oberlin than is the evangelistic

spirit Oi ^Ir. bloody stamped upon the

community of Northfieid.

The bewitching beauty of the scenery

and its heavenly atmosphere contribute

to make Xorthfield the miost inviting spot

for Christian retiracy, meditation, recu-
peration and study in the world. Sucli a
town is a magnet which attracts to itself

the heavenly minded, wdiile it repels that
which is carnal.

Christian conferences are held at this

place during July and August each year
for the study of the W^ord of God, and
for the discussion of practical means for

increasing the boundaries of our Lord's
Kingdom. These gatherings are attend-

ed by eminent Christian men and women
from all lands. It would be impossible
to choose a more auspicious occasion
than one of these conferences for the

presentation of the cause of anti-secrecy.

For the past two years President

Blanchard has had the ear of the good
men and women at these meetings and
has presented our cause with great faith-

fulness and generally with much accept-

ance. His voice has reached the re-

motest parts of the earth, and truth thus

proclaimed is bearing fruit. By the grace
of God, and the good fellowship of Mn
Mood}', the President is to be permitted

to again speak at the August conference

on the evils of secret societies and the un-
wisdom of God's children having fellow-

ship wdth them. This is an exceptional

opportunity for doing good. Will every

Christian man and w^oman who believes

in the righteousness of our reform and
believes that God still hears and answers
prayer devoutly pray that God may con-

quer prejudices and prepare the hearts of

the people for the reception of truth, and
that President Blanchard may be simply

God's mouthpiece for conveying to the

assembled people God's thoug'hts con-

cernins: his own church and oath-bound
secrecv T. M. HITCHCOCK.

165 HoW'e street, Chicago.

ABOMINATIONS IN THE CHURCHES

Henry Varley, the London evangelist,

has been in this citv holding meetings

at the Central Park M. E. Church. He
presents important doctrines of the Bible

with great clearness and intellectual pow-
er; but at a safe distance from the devil's

artillerv; for while he stands in a Metho-

dist pulpit he is careful to say nothing-

harmful of that form of devil worship,

W'hich is the current coin of Methodism,
namely, lodge worship and lodge secrc-

cv- He denounces this nation as a na-
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tiofi of murderesses and murderers be-

cause of the wholesale slaug-hter of un-

born children by their mothers, with the

connivance of their husbands and para-

mours. He arraigns the booksellers of

St. Paul, as they truly are, "vampires of

hell,*' for selling- the deadly soul-damning
novels that eat out the vinue of the

young men and women that read them.

And he shies a stone or r\vo at the Lu-
therans and the Roman Catholics.

He lectures privately to men, and his

vdit to women, on Sodomy, masmrba-
tion, onanism, the fatal sin committed in

the marriage bed, and whoredom with

women of the town whose bodies he says

axe putrescent A\-ith disease while per-

fumed with the apothecar}*'s perfumery.

But the spiritual worship of the devil's

cognate to these crimes he leaves un-
touched: because, we may well believe,

the great denominations of Christendom
are dominated with that worship, which
is s}-mbohzed by the ^Mason's "Point
-within a Circle"—the symbol of both an-

cient and modem sun worship, it repre-

senting the juxtaposition of t^vo things

worshiped by ancient and modern pa-

gans and known as nature, or phallic,

worship, and is condemned of God in

the last half of the first chapter of Paul's

Epistle to the Romans.

It vras that worship tliat is recognized
and is more or less practiced ::: al' rr:od-

em lodges, that made Eg}T: :':e
' asest

of nations and eventuated in a vote of

the Senate of Rome to banish such lodges

from Italy in order to save the living

bodies of men and women from putres-

cence. And hence we see why God pour-

ed out His ^^Tath upon tlie ancient Odd
Fellows on the plains of ^loab and at

Mount Sinai for the practice of what is

called to-day Free Masonr}-, Odd Fel-

lowism, etc.. in the one case destroying

26,000 of these false worshipers and in

the other 3,000. For that worship inevit-

ably leads to the diseases of libertines as

surely as that the filthiness of the spirit

leads to the filthiness of the flesh. But
modern pastors and evangelists dare not.

for fear of the de\'irs children, preach

against this worship as did INIoses. Paul.

and all true prophets and apostles. Hence
the apparent reason for the silence of

Henr>- Varley.

The modern lodge system is hastening

on to the infinitelv lower than beastli-

ness, with their bodies symboHzed in

their point within a circle abomination
as a god s}'mbol for their worship. The
testimony given in the late meeting at

Zion Tabernacle, in Chicago, by seced-
ing women from the lodge indicates this.

And when the v.omen's lodges are thor-
oughly amalgamated with the men's
lodges the measure of iniquit}- will be
full. ^Nlackey says: "Looking to the
mixed sexual character of these lodges
(Eastern Stan it is not surprising that
everything is followed by a banquet, and
on many occasions by a ball. "These."
says Clavel, "are inseperable from a lodge
of adoption, and are, in fact, the real de-
sign of the institution, the initiator}- cere-

monies being but a pretext." Lexicon
of Free ^lasonn-—Article. Adoptive
Masonr}-.

Xote likewise the ^Ivstic Shrine in
vrhich they have men personating women
and doing things too filthy to mention.
And the Grange has for its male divinitv
the god Bacchus, and female di^-initie's

women personating the pagan goddesses
Flora, Pomona and Ceres—the licen-
tious goddesses of their spiritual fathers.

Pagan adulterers and adulteresses these
lodge" worshipers are. and onlv waiting
a little while until their bodies are ini^

plicated in the debauchery s}-mbolized bv
their worship.

^^ atchman, what of t:ie night? The
perplexity of the rulers of nations, the

^
cowardice of God's pastors, the denom-
inations of Christendom defiled with
lodgism which is -Masonr}-, which is ob-
scene devil Avorship. "Come out of her.

ye my people," must soon be the voice
heard coming out of heaven.

To join the ]\Iasons is a sure steppins;"

stone to promotion in church or state.

Behold the President of the L'nited
States! a Methodist, a Mason and a
Shriner. \\'hat an example for the peo-
ple!

L}-ing and hypocrisy, or silence Vv-ith

regard to the same, is essential to being
a member in any great denomination
wearing the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Is it not time to pray. "Come.
Lord Jesus, call out Thy people : destrov
these churches, destroy these nations, re-

store tlie kingdoms to Israel. Rei^n
Thou Thvself. and we will ever wor^liip
Tiiee." ' \\'. FEXTOX.

St. Paul, Minn.
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REFORM NEWS.

ENCOURAGEMENTS IN THE WORK.

FROM THE GENERAL SECRETARY.

All even one hundred new recruits to
The Cynosure army were received in May.
There are not quite so many new ones
for June. The Hst of subscribers was d^oii-

bled in AMieaton, 111., besides liberal sub-
scriptions ^vere received to the fund for

o-eneral work. There is no place more
loyal than \Mieaton. In Napeiwille my
reception by the president and professors

of the Xaper\-ille College was also very
friendly. The pastor of the College
Church, as well as the president and Pro-
fessors Sindlinger and Umbach are now
numbered among the supporters of our
work, ^h: Cyrus Smith, of Iowa, is in

the field for a new club of subscribers, and
the first fruits of his efforts have already

reached me. Among the other workers
is a new one, \lr. Elias Wallick, of Aiich-

igan, who writes: "Am working to get

subscribers."

Calls for literature for free distribution

have been responded to and supplies sent

to Arkansas, Massachusetts, Illinois,

^Michigan and West Virginia. Ministers

have been reached and also many homes
supplied. ]\Ir. H. M. Struhm has begim
a house to house canvass in a town great-

ly needing the distribution of such tracts.

,

An encampment of the G. A. R. and a

State Sunday School convention, besides

Presbyterian, Congregational, Lutheran
and United Brethren associations have

been supplied. I have just sent 20,000

pages to our faithful co-worker in Ohio,

Air. E. Brakeman. He characterizes se-

cretism as "heirs vast slaughter-house

of souls."

ScA^eral conventions are under way for

this fall, and I shall be pleased to hear

from any one that Avould like to have a

convention in his place, and could help in

some way to make it a success.

I have secured an advertisement of our

books in some fifteen different papers,

and hope thus to reach for a few weeks

the eyes, at least, of 50,000 new homes.

If any of our readers wall get their local

paper to insert an inch advertisement of

our books four times, I will send an elec-

trotype of the ad., and will send The Cyno-

sure' to the editor of the local paper for

one year. This will help the cause locally
and do good generally. Through the
kindness of Rev. C. C. Potter, the N. C. A..

will be represented, at a small cost to the
association, in the 40,000 edition of the
U. P. Hand Book.
A booklet for the foreign work will be

sent out this mondi and we shall hope to
see not only a vigorous movement in
Great Britain, but a mutual co-operation
that shall be stimulating and helpful.

All the Hterature sent out is paid for

from the general funds. We need dona-
tions very much, and is it too much to^

expect at least $1 for the general work
from every subscriber? Besides pledges,,

the cash donations during the last two
months (have amounted to $52.50. The
donors w^ere Messrs. John Holman, Jas.
Craig, Paul B. Phillips, G. M. Elliot, E.
Whipple, R. L. Park, W. L Phillips, Geo.^

M. Clark, and Mesdames M. Stevens,
Lizzie Kessell, Esther L. Gould, Belle
Ewing, S. H. Nutting and Ada Brewer.
To those of our friends desirous of

helping in foreign mission work, I wish to-

contmend the "Chinese Mission'' in our
'building here at 221 West Madison street.

It has been at work now nearly twelve
years, and during that time there have
been some fifty conversions among the

Chinese. Some of the converts are now
doing missionary work in their native

land. It is an independent mission, and
is not only worthy, but needs financial as-

sistance. Further particulars will be giv-

en upon inquiry. The present attendance

is about thirtv-five.

WAI. I. PHILLIPS.

FREE MASONRY AND JESUITISM.

A STRIKING PARALLEL.

Boston, Alass., June i, 1897.

Editor Cynosure—Apparently more
has been accomplis'hed on this field dur-

ing May than in any month previous.

Arrangements have been made for five

meetings in the future. Some pastors are

beginning to realize that it is very largely

a question of the church or the lodge,,

for the young men, and so self-protection

adds a new impulse to the promptings

of conscience and the call of duty.

We have resumed our Monday even-

ing parlor talks, which had we more room
I am confident would be more largely at-
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tended. Last evening we had with us

Dr. Victor G. A'anoH. a fragment of

whose experience with the ]^Iasonic

Brotherhood in Constantinople, Eliza-

beth E. Flagg has already given to yonr

readers. All present were deeply im-

pressed by his artlessness and sincerity,

and those of us familiar with the second

section of the :\Iaster ^lasons' degree

noted a very striking parallel between his

induction 'into the Jesuit order and

the death, burial and resurrection drama

in which the candidate is raised from the

grave of poor Hiram AbifT to the "sub-

hme degree of a Master ]^Iason." The

coicidence is readily seen in the obHga-

tions, especially in the Christless, pro-

fane and thoroughly despotic features of

both.

JESUIT OATH.
'T take this oath, and I promise and

swear in the sight of God and the blessed

Mrgin, the Apostles Peter and Paul, and

St. Loyola, and to you, Father, that I

will keep the rules of poverty, chastity

and obedience all my life, and I promise

to defend on land and sea my IToly

]Mother Church and to stand by the \Tcar

of Christ on earth (naming the Pope) in

ever}1:hing he by himself or through my
superiors shall order me. I promise and

swear to fight all the enemies of the

church, by all power and by all means

to destroy them."

Other vows, more specific and in detail,

are added as the Xovitiate proceeds, but

this covers the whole field in a general

wav. The Doctor gave names of high

church officials, who were ]\Iasons, anxl

conhrmed the statement of Dr. L. T.

Town send that the Black Pope rules the

lodge through his emissaries in disguise.

This is to be the thenje of our next ^Slon-

dav evening's talk opened by an essay

bv'Miss Flagg, who has been delving into

the depths of mystic lore, making impor-

tant discoveries of fraternal fellowship

and confidential co-operation in secret

between two factions in Satan's king-

dom, which to the public appear as sworn

and irreconcilable antagonists. You,

Brother Editor, and all who desire to

know the truth, are cordially in\'ited to

attend, with the guarantee that which-

ever side you may take in the discussion,

vou shall have fair play.

J. P. STODDARD.
218 Columbus avenue.

A GOOD MONTH'S WORK.

Dublin, Ind., June 2, 1897.

Dear Cynosure—Since my last report

I have spoken at Xewton, Kan., in the

]^iennonite Church, where the house was
well filled and the audience quite appre-

ciative; at Harper, Kan., in the ^i. E.

Church, and in the public school building,

to crowded houses. It was pleasing to

see such grand young ministers as Revs.

Henderson, Pontius and Erb taking a

strong stand against secret orders. I

spoke in the Court House in Winfield, a

meeting arranged by that grand hero.

Brother \\\ B. Denton.
The next night I spoke in the Free

3>Iethodi&t Church in Emporia, and next

at Denison in the United Pre3b}terian

Church, which was well filled. Then I

spoke at Sabetha, in the United Breth-
ren Church, where the house was well

filled and the lodge element well repre-

sented. Then I spoke at Blue Springs,

]\Io., and then went on to Chicago to the

annual convention; on ^Monday morning
in the Carpenter Building, in the after-

noon in VvTllard Hall, and at night in

Zion Tabernacle; Dr. Dowie pastor.

These were all Cjuite interesting meetings.
]\Iy next appointment was at La Paz,

Ind., in the V\'esleyan ]\Iethodist Church;
my next at Payne, O.. Rev. Chas. \\'eyer

pastor. I received him into the church
and baptized him in 1881, and licensed

him to preach in 1883. Payne was mv
last charge in the East for two years be-
fore leaving for the coast in 1888.

Flere I had large audiences. ^ly next
meeting was at ]\Ietz., Ind., Rev. G. \A'.

Bechtol pastor. Wt had a good audi-

ence. I spoke the next night at Alvord-
ton, O., Rev. A. C. Ritter pastor. Here
we had a full, house. The next night I

was at Frontier, ]\Iich., where a large
congregation greeted me. Rev. H. C.

Foote is pastor and Rev. A\'. H. Clav.

D. D., a Presiding Elder, lives here, and
both were present to cheer the speaker
on with their hearty aniens. 'My next ap-

pointment was at Elida, O., where the

house was crowded. I had been pastor
here for three years in succession, ending
with 1883, and was glad to meet old and
new friends once more.

I went next to ^Monticello, O., where
I was greeted by a large and interesting

audience. An Odd Fellow tried to dc-
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fend the order. I went back the next
Sabbath, and preached for Rev. Sherer at

Allentown, and in the afternoon at EHda.
On ^Monday we visited my brother, and

his family at Rousciilp, Allen Coimt}-. O.
How pleasant to meet with dear ones
after months and years of separation.

From here I went to the General ^lis-

sionarA- Board meeting.s at ^^lessick. Ind..

and then on to the general conference at

Dublin. Ind.. where I am helping to rep-

resent Oregon conference in the highest

body of the church of our choice. Ever}--

thing is passing ott nicely. I went back
to IMessick last Sabbath and preached in

the morning and lectured in the evening
to a full house and many outside trying to

get in.

Arrangements are being made for me
to return and speak at a number of places

in this vicinity. I have spoken during
]\Iay tvrenty-four times, and received six-

ty-two subscriptions for The Cynosure.

P. B. avillia:\IS.

MASONIC SUICIDES.

"Washington. D. C, ^lay 31, 1S97.

Dear Cynosure—The number of ^la-

sons of high degree who have committed
suicide of late must surprise those who
believe that this organization "furnishes

all tliat the soul of man requires."

A few days ago the papers annoimced
that a prominent business man of Alex-
andria became tired of living and took
his life. Scarcely had his brother ]\Iasons

buried his remains and told the world
that his soul was in the grand lodge

above, before we read that another sub-

ject was ready for ^lasonic display. A
prominent lawyer and real estate agent

had shot himself. As he belonged to

m.any secret orders, they doubtless made
as much display as possible. How sad

to contemiplate. yet it is almost an every-

dailv occurrence. \A'hen will we learn

that "the wav of the transgressor is

hard?"
Stopping en route from our annual

meeting at Cedarv-ille, O., I visited sever-

al friends and spoke to the students of

the college at the morning exercise. At
Columbus, O., I addressed a meeting of

the voung people in Pastor Long's

church. Several addresses have since

been given in this city and vicinit}'.

Last Wednesday evening I filled an

appointment made by Rev. Seward, of
the Free ^Methodist Church at Alexan-
dria, ^'a. This will let you know there
is light in the East. We are alive and at

work tor God and the trtith.

W. B. STODDAPD.

BRO. F£NTON'S PROGRAMME.

St. Paul, ^linn.. Tune 2^, 1897.
Dear Cynosure—I have been busv at-

tending the Lutheran conventions, the
Lutheran Free Church in ^Minneapolis
and the L'nited Lutheran Church now in

session in this city, and which adjourns
to-morrow. I found a great demand for

the ritual of the ^^lodern Woodmen of

America. The pastors seem to feel the
danger of that society to 'their flocks

more than any other.

?Nly program is not yet detinitely made
out. but. God willing, on the 2d of July. I

vrill leave this cily for a trip through
Xorthern Iowa and Southern ]vIinnesota

toward Soutii Dakota. The pastors seem-

to be well pleased with the new form and
style of The Cynosure.
They allowed me to speak of the work

against secret societies at both conven-
tions.

In allusion to the action of one of the

Lutheran churches in excluding members
of lodges from its communion, a man who
does not belong to either church or lodge,

but evidently sympathizes wich the lodge,

said to me yesterday: "\Miat do these

churches want to 'jump onto these lodge

members for?" " He might, with as

much propriety, have said: "Wliat does

a policeman want to jump onto a

thief, with a stolen sheep on his

back, for?" Surely, churches ought to

exchide lodge members from their fel-

lowship, because they are wolves in

sheep's clothing, and when they get into

the churches it is that they may bite, de-

vour and steal the sheep of the fold.

W. FEXTOX.

BRO. WILLIAMS' JUNE MEETINGS.

Lima. Ohio. Tune 22, 1897.

Dear Cvnosure—The first of the month
was spent at Dubhn, Ind., at the general

conference. One of the greatest success-

es we consider was the introduction of

"Finnev on [Masonrv" into the course of
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reading for our ministers and the resolu-

tion requesting the bishops to write, or

have written during this quadrennial, a

book on secret societies, setting forth our
position as a church in regard to them.

On Tune 2d 'I lectured at Berne, Ind.,

Here the ^lennonite brethren gave me a

fine audience and a good collection. They
have a large church here, which numbers
nearly five hundred, and their Sabbath
school has an average of six hundred and
fifty scholars. They are all true anti-se-

cret, anti-saloon, and anti-devil people.

I preached one night at the general

conference. When it adjourned I re-

turned to Lima and attended the Sab-
bath school convention of the Auglaize
annual conference, held at Allentown on
Elida Circuit. Rev. S. L. Livingston,

D. D., was President, and Rev. A. J-

Stemen Secretary. I met a number of

old friends here, and had the privilege

of preaching one night, and arranging

for two lectures on the lodge evil.

June 1 2th and 13th I spoke at Temper-
ance and Ida, ^lich. Brother Elisha

Hitchcock conveyed me to his brother

George's, who, with his estimable wife,

entertained me most hospitably during
my stay. I spoke at the Temperance F.

M. Church Saturday night to an excel-

lent audience. The meeting was all we
could wish. Brother George drove me to

Ida, ten miles beyond Temperance, where
I spoke at eleven a. m. to a crowded
house. Brothers James and Thomas
Hitchcock also were present. The meet-
ing was in the Free Methodist Church,
Rev. ]\Iulholland, pastor. We returned

ro Temperance, and after resting a few
hours went to the church to find it crowd-
ed and many trying to get in. Revs. Phil-

lips and ^liller, of the U. B. Church, a

Free Will Baptist and a Wesleyan ^leth-

odist minister were present to encourage
us.

I wish to sar that the Hitchcocks, who
are brothers of our Director, J. ]M. Hitch-
cock, are real hosts in the anti-secrecy

cause. I wish we had a few of them in

each community. I am sure his Satanic

Majesty would be aroused more than he
is. I would vote for a State or district

convention at Temperance. The anti-

lodge force is dominant here. My stay

among them was all too short. ]^Iy next
appointment was at Jackson Center, O.,

where I spoke in the Seventh Day Bap-

tist Church, Rev. W. D. Burdick pastor.

They have a good congregation. The
night was so warm that many of the peo-

ple remained outside and listened. There
were two or three lodge men here, who
gave evidence to the truth of the exposi-

tions. One gentleman told me that when.

Brother Ronayne lectured at Jackson.

Center some years before he was anxious
to know whether he had been a ]^Iason.

or not, and he investigated it to his satis-

faction, and found that he was much
brighter as a ^lason than he was or ever-

could be. Rev. Burdick was pleased to

have the truth presented on this, as well

as on other popular evils, to his congre--

gation.

I met here once more my old minis-

terial brother, Rev. G. W. Staley, of ^lon-
tra, O., who is an old-time anti-lodge;

man. I spoke last Sabbath evening in.

the West Lima ^Mission, Rev. Overholtz-

pastor. This is an independent church,

organized here in Lima. They have a
good Sabbath school and congregation.

Thursday night I arn to speak at Elgin,

O., and next Monday night at Alger.

Beginning with the 30th. I am to fill a

series of appointments in Henry County,
Indiana, arranged by Rev. L. D. Thorn--
burg, the pastor. Friends in Ohio, ^lich-

igan and Indiana, please address niQ here

at Lima, O., for dates. Thus far I have
fortv-two Cvnosure subscriptions during
the month.

'

P. B. WILLIAMS.

MORE LIGHT IN THE EAST.

Xorristown, Pa.. June 24, 1897.

Dear Cynosure—Several opponunities
for efi'ective work have presented them-
selves during the month past. The oppor-
tunity to anend an annual meeting of the
German Baptist Brethren was improved.
They gathered this year at Frederick, Md.
It was estimated that 20.000 people were
on the grounds.

Provision was made for the feeding of
three or four thousand people at a time.
Four large beeves were cooked at once
in supplying the meat required. The
friends in charge were kind. Had not the
program been crowded I would have had
a hearing in the Tabernacle, which seated
5,000 or more. I was permitted to hang-
up my chart in places where it attracted
attention, and I explained to those who
stopped to listea. I often spoke to audi-
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ences of 500 or more. I had books in the
2\Iesseno-er office to which I called atten-
tion. Several orders were taken. Seceded
Brethren came forward and indorsed the
statements which I made. Others made
inquiries and expressed desire for lec-

tures in their churches. Persons living in

many States ordered our publications.
Franklin Grove, 111., Frizzleburg, Md.,
AA'illiamson, Pa., Winter Haven, Fla.,

Bluntville, Tenn., Uniontown, Md., Trot-
wood. Ohio, Chicag-o, Hi., Atlanta, Ga.,

and AMnchester, \^a., are among the
places to which I mailed light. My at-

tendance at this great gathering ^will be
remembered with satisfaction and grati-

tude.

Three lectures followed at Minges Mills

and York, Pa. They were given in Men-
nonite, Lutheran and Bretliren churches.
The attendance manifested a live interest.

A number of names were added to The
Cynosure list. At Oaks, Pa., the place of

our late State convention, I was made
very welcome, as usual, and invited to

preach last Sabbath. Arrangements are

made for me to preach again in tihe Wor-
cester Schwenkfelder meeting house on
Sabbath and lecture once more in Burr's

meeting house on Monday evening. I

took a little walk of ten miles or more yes-

terday through this magnificent farming
country, securing Cynosure subscriptions

and enlisting friends in our work. Every-
body that can work should be at it now.
The rains earlier in the season have so

hindered that there is a rush of work on
the farms. Haying, corn cultivating,

har\*esting, etc., all come at once.

Those who have heretofore refused to

subscribe for The Cynosure, giving as

their reason that they had so much rea'd-

mg. can find little or no such excuse now.
The new Cynosure need not overtax any-

one, either in price or amount of reading.

''3.Inch in Little" is the motto.

Let us ail push it along.

W. B. STODDARD.

CORRESPONDENCE.

UNITED BRETHREN CONFERENCE.

Connersville, Ind., June 6, 1897.

Dear Cynosure—I have had the great

pleasure of spending the past two days

in attendance at the quadrennial confer-

ence of the Radical United Brethren

Clnirch in Dublin, Ind. A large share of

these brethren, especially the older ones,
I have formerly met in their homes and
enjoyed their earnest sympathy and gen-
erous hospitalit}'. I met a most cordial

greeting and was introduced to the con-
ference. I was impressed with tiie great
earnestness of these brethren and sisters

(for one or more women are acting as

delegates), and that they are a people not
only of very positive convictions, but of

earnest consecration to the cause and
work of the Divine Master. Sucii a peo-
ple are not likely to make any concessions

to the love of ease or to an evil pubHc
sentiment.

The conviction of the conference on
the subject of secret societies was voiced
by ex-Bishop Becker, who was unani-

mously chosen a fraternal delegate to

the next annual meeting of the N. C. A.
He said in substance : "Let it be distinct-

ly understood that our position on the

subject of secret societies is unalterabie,

and that under no circumstances will we
receive as members those who are affil-

iated with them. For if v/e do not expect

persons who are members of other relig-

ious bodies to become members of our
church until they have given up their for-

mer ohufdh relations, surrely we cannot
consent that any who owe allegiance to

these unfruitful works of darkness shall

at the same time be united with us." Much
regret was expressed that they no longer

see the weekly Cynosure, but some sub-

scribers were obtained for the paper in its

present form. H. H. HINMAN.

UNITED WORKMEN.

Farnam, Neb., June 18, 1897.

Editor Cynosure—My attention has re-

cently been awakened to the evils of the

Workmen and kindred lodges by the fol-

lowing statements made by their own.
members:

I. That no creditors can collect a cent

from the insurance money of a deceased
Workman. This statement was boastfullv

made by J. G. Tate, Grand Master Work-
man of Nebraska, and was londly ap-
plauded. A member of the Workmen is

thus encouraged to think that he is do-
ing right in refusing to pay his just ob-
ligations, in order to keep up his lodge
dues. We will suppose that he is in strait-

ened circumstances and obtains credit
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for groceries, etc., for a short period,
but afterward finds that he must either

fail to pay his dues or the debts which he
'has solemnly contracted. He chooses to

pay the former in order to leave his wid-
ow in good circumstances after his death.

The widow, in no way, can be obliged to

make her deceased husband's pledges
good. In this way the creditor is beat
out of his honest claim.

2^ It has been argued that one source
from which the lodge receives quite a rev-

enue, and by which it is enabled to keep
up, is the fact that not a few of its mem-
bers, after paying much money into its

treasury, are unable to meet its demands
and fall out of the ranks, and those who
remain reap the benefit of their losses.

No doubt this in many cases proves to

be the truth; but it is far from being a

flattering incentive for a poor man to

join, if he stops a moment to reflect.

3. A Workman recently acknowledged
to me that the time would come, at no
very remote period, when his lodge
would be no more. His reasoning was
^ood, and was that by and by, owing to

the many new lodges coming into being,

our order will fail to get the needed num-
ber of recruits to keep the assessments
very low. As our members become old

and begin to che ofif rapidly, the assess-

ments will increase until comparatively
few vvill be able to meet them. At such
a period selfishness will, as usual, mani-
fest itself and the multitudes of young
men will join the new lodges and grow
up with them in preference to one in

w^hich the death rate is so great. The un-

fortunate ones found in the lodge at this

period of its existence will be the great

losers. But how could a true Christian

have a part in an institution which he be-

lieves is doomed thus to terminate soon
after his widow has got the $2,000 insur-

ance on his life and perthaps just before

the collapse of the lodge?

4. Xot long since the writer stood by
the grave of a Workman who had been

noted for his profanity and wickedness.

His lodge conducted the services at the

grave. Many of its members werq also

members of orthodox churches who pro-

fess to believe that such men are eternally

lost, yet these same men, one of whom
was a minister, publicly declared that the

deceased had gone from ''the lodge on

earth to the supreme lodge in heaven."

Professing Christians who say that they
believe that there is a hell and that all un-
converted men are lost stood by the grave
and sanctioned these very words! How
inconsistent! Why do not men either

leave the church and say they do not be-
lieve what Christ said with regard to the
punishment of the wicked or leave the
lodge and say they will have no part in

such blasphemv?
V3I. L. BROWX.

ODDFELLOWSHIP A SWINDLE.

I^slarion R. Elder, until recently a mem-
ber of the Larwill, Ind., Oddfellows'
Lodge, sends us the following notice of

arrears, which he received from his lodge
and his reply. It is an illustration of how
men's eyes are being opened to the swin-

dling character of these selfish institu-

tions:

Lanvill, Ind., March 19, 1897.

To Marion Elder: You are hereby no-

tified that you are in arrears to this lodge

as follows : To dues to term ending

Dec. 31, 1896, $2.20; to dues to quarter

ending March 31, 1897, $1.30; total,

$3.50. Trusting that this will receive

vour prompt attention, and that the pen-

alty attached to non-pa}TTient of dues

may thus be avoided, fraternally yours,

W. S. Smith, Sec. :

To this letter i\Ir. Elder sent the fol-

lowing reply:

Larwill, Ind., April 17, 1897.

V,'. S. Smith:
Sir—I read your threat dated ^larch

19, 1897. I informed you last fall that

I had enough of Oddfellowship, consid-

ering quality of goods. Joining the lodge

is a matter of business, a matter of bar-

gain and sale.

Oddfellowship claims to have sec'-ot^

and hidden mysteries for sale. I paid

my money expecting to get secrets, but

what are the facts? A man can buy a

book for a few cents and get all the se-

crets. The lodge swindled me out of

sick benefits, and the whole transaction

smacks strongly of getting money under

false pretense. You threaten me with

a penalty: can it be possible you mecr-.

l:)lackmail? Don't presume for a momeu.
that I can be further buncoed. Yours in

''friendship, love and truth."

Marion R. Eldc*
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LETTER FROM NEW ORLEANS.

Xew Orleans, April 2S, 1897.

Dear C^^lOsure—I tliank vou for your
manifest interest in my ^vork down here

in "Dixie's Land."
I am very grateful for the following

gifts to aid in building our churcli:

ip4.25 from Rev. J. C. Rochelle. $25 from
Rev. C. N. Oppermann, and $5 from M.
L. \\'orcester.

A Freemason with wdiom I ha\'e been
compelled to have some dealin;^^ took

sn undue advantage of me, know^ing as he

did, my records were destroyed and that

I have nothing with w'hicli to defend and
protect myself; he has entered suit

against me for 595.75-

f God is the promoter and defender of

truth and righteousness ; therefore I have

submitted my case to Him. Our courts,

lawyers and jurors are all, or most all,

]\lasons, Oddfellows, Knights of Pythias,

or some other kind of secretists ; therefore

we cannot expect very much in the way
of justice against one of their number.

A very prominent negro secretist said to

me not long ago

:

''See here, Davidson, if you would

learn some sense and stop fighting the

orders w-e would help build your church,

but if you don't stop, some of these nights

you are going to be burnt up alive.''

I assured the gentleman, who is a great

church man, that I w-ould undergo cir-

cumstances accept a compromising gift

-from his lodge, nor would I desist in my
anti-secret course, but that I would con-

tinue on my way, and trust God for pre-

ser^-ing me' against Masonic fire or

vengeance. I ask your readers to pray

for me. I am sorely in need of $500 cash

at once to further my work and ask our

reform friends to please come to my res-

cue at once, no matter how little they

give. ]\Iay God help you to keep up the

w^arfare. I am your humble servant and

brother in tribulation,

Francis J. Davidson.

FROM THE SOUTH LAND.

I shall be glad to read the Cynosure

what I can and then pass it on to my peo-

ple.

Both men and women belong to some,

or several of the legvm of secret societies,

w-hich are the curs^' of colored people.

Many of them will admit that the socie-

ties are injuring the churches, but they
are all in the lodges, and think they must
keep on to get their benefit, wdiich con-
sists mainlv in a fine funeral.

(Rev.) A. W. Curtis.

Raleigh, N. C, April 24, 1897.

ENTERED INTO REST.

FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH.

Rev. Ebenezer S. Bunce died at his

home in North LawTence April 11, 1897,,

in his 78th year.

Bro. Bunce was born at Butler, Wayne
County, N. Y., in 181 8. He was con-
verted at a camp meeting at Mctory, N.
Y., when only 12 years old, and united
with the M. E. Church. He was licensed

to exhort at the age of 14, and to preach
at 16. He endured the privations of a
frontier missionary in Wisconsin, being
twice frozen nearly to death. His in-

tense sufferings in the last few^ months
were supposed by his physicians to be
some of the results of his frontier sacri-

fices. Bro. M. N. Butler, who sends this

notice, says he w'as heart and hand in

every good word and work and a strong
friend of The Cynosure and anti-secret

cause. He died triumphing in the Chris-

tian faith.

OUR FATHERS—WHERE ARE THEY?

Sister G. C. Alvord, of West Leroy,
Mich., sends the following notice of the

death of Thomas Kingsworth, her grand-
father, rie had taken The Cynosure for

more than tw-enty-five years and w'as a

strong anti-Mason. He was born in

Boughton, England, July 16, 1812, and
died at his home in Leroy, Alich., March
16, 1897, aged 84 years and 8 months.

He came to America in 1833, and was
married to Eunice M. Miller, of Wayne
County, New York, in September, 1835.

Five children w-ere born to them, onl^

two of whom are living at the present

time. He leaves a widow in feeble

health to mourn. - She looks fonvard to a

reunion by and by where pain and sorrow

cannot enter. Brothers and sisters have

all preceded him to the other world. He
was the last of his generation. He was a

member of the Baptist church more thart

sixty years and died in the faith. It wa&
a triumphant entry into the spirit land.
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DEATH OF A FAITHFUL WITNESS.

Daniel Powers was born in Trenton,

Oneirla County, N. Y., Dec. 6, 1821, and

died in Philadelphia April' 30, 1897, in the

se^-enty-fifth year of 'his age. In the

spring of 1862 in Neavport, N. Y., he

gave his heart to God, and his strength

and influence to the Methodist Chiircih,

of which he was a prominent member
and class leader until 1884, when he
dianged his church relation, connecting
himself with the Independent Beacon
Hill Church, Boston, Mass. He was
then under the pastorate of Dr. Cullis.

The effect of his powerful spiritual re-

form preaching was to fire up the natural

refoim principles of Bro. Powers as well

as those of his excellent wafe, Hattie

Eunice Powers, well known to The Cyno-
sure readers. Providentially meeting
wdth Bro. J. P. Stoddard about the year

1890, their interest was focalized into the

founding of the Beacon Light Mission,

which has been a true Beacon Light to

many a poor benighted soul.

They both became so deeply interested

in the reform cause that they opened their

own house for anti-secret meetings, and
in co-operatio'n with our modern Elijah,

the fearless Bro. J. P. Stoddard, the mis-

sion w^as opened and much good done.

In 1893 Brother and Sister Powers re-

moved to Washington, D. C, and opened
a Beacon Light mission there, where the

Secret Empire is penhaps the strongest.

Here they joined the Brethren Church
and went* on their way rejoicing. They
removed the mission Oct. 15, 1896, to

Philadelphia, to 231 Dauphin street,

where our dear brother finished his work
on earth, and fell into the blessed sleep.

It can be truly said of Bro. Powers that

he was an upright man, and one who fear-

ed God, and eschewed evil. Sister Pow^-

ers is now continuing the Beacon Light
Mission single-handed and needs the

sympathy and prayers of all w4io are in-

terested in this, the greatest of all re-

forms. The two most abominable putrefy-

ing sores of this age by which the Chris-

tian dhurdh is grievously affected are abor-
tion among women, and the Secret Em-
pire among men. May God, by the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit, open the eyes of the
ministry and laitv on these questions be-
fore it is too late.' H. C CASSEL.

EDITORIAL.

KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.

The twentieth annual conclave of the
Grand Commandery of Knights Templar
was held at Meadville in 1873. In his an-
nual report the R. E. Grand Commander
said they had 'voluntarily consecrated
themselves to maintain purity," but after
the unspeakable knightly doings at the
Boston triennial, is there much hope that
purity will be maintained at Pittsburg,
where the next triennial debauch is ap-
pointed? In the correspondence is a re-

port concerning the Connecticut conclave
at Hartford. "For three days camp dis-

cipline and routine were observed, clos-
ing at last with a grand hop."
So they had squad drills by day and

quadrills by night. Another of their di-

versions was New England's "peculiar
institution," a clam bake. Having read
some strange utterances and heard of
some singular transactions at such feasts,

w^e wrote recently to a distinguished law-
yer and learned and prominent Mason in

Maine asking 'him to honestly answer us
the question: "Do clams intoxicate?"
Many years ago, while a student in AUe-
g^heny, the Knights Templars' conclave
met there and left two permanent impres-
sions, on my mind—its gaudy, tinseled,

uniformed procession- and the freshet of
drunkenness and prostitution that ac-
companied it. Subjected to our Lord's
test, "By their fruits ye shall know them,"
this institution is very dangerously im-
moral.

MASONIC RUM.

In its issue of, Feb. 28, 1889, ^^^^ Con-
gregationalist of Boston contained an ar-

ticle by Rev. Daniel Dorchester, D. D..

which w^as reprinted as a tract for the con-
stitutional prohibition campaign. The
following statements are condensed from
the tract

:

"A distillery firm within three miles of
the Massachusetts State House has a con-
tract to furnish 3,000 gallons of rum daily

to the African trade for the next seven
years. * * * j\Iy interest in Christian
missions in Africa led me to investigate

the internal revenue reports. This, the
most powerful of all the distilled liquors.
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is the onlv liquor exported from the Uni-

ted States to Africa. Almost all the rum
manufactured in the United States is

made within live miles of our State

House. During the last six years the dis-

tilleries around the Hub made 94 per

cent, of all madie in this country. The
amount of rum exported from Boston to

Africa in the last six years has been

4.138,284 gallons. How many gallons

of rum for every dollar Boston gives for

its evangelization?

"Almost all the liquor sent from the

United States to curse Africa is sent

from Boston. I quote from the report to

the general conference: 'Worse than the

stifling slave ship, worse than the shame-

less auction block, is the inhuman trade

in rum. which now crov/ns the outrage

to which, the natives of Asia and Africa

are subject at the hands of nominally

Christian volaries!'

"Well did Sir Riohiard Burton, the fa-

mous African traveler declare: 'If the

slave trade were revived wath all its hor-

rors, and Africa could get rid of the

white man, with the gunpowder and rum
Avhidh he has introduced, Africa would

be the gainer in happiness by the ex-

change.'
''

The chief figure representing this Bos-

ton traffic is also the chief figure in Bos-

ton ^lasonry. He led the Triennial Tem-

plar procession: 'he was on the Easter

platform v/ith Dr. Lorimer when the lat-

ter celebrated our Lord's resurrection by

-proposing to go out of the church if the

Mdsons were not welcome. He is the

head riot onlv of Massachusetts and

Rhode Island 'Masons, but also of De
T^Iolav commandery, that gave his Broth-

er Lorim.er the peculiar reading desk that

c;eem.s to either adorn or desecrate Tre-

mont Temple platform. He and Dr.

Lorimer are under the Royal Arch ob-

lioration together.

EXPANSION.

While the literature of the N. C. A. is

helpful to persons already interested, it is

adapted to awaken interest m others.

The diffusion of knowledge and enlarge-

ment of the anti-Baal army are objects

.neciallv sought. New recruits are al-

wav=; needed. Church members must be

brought up nearer to the advance Ime of

their pastors. ^lore members of churches

must be brought to the point where they

will not willingly accept Baalistic pastors.

In some respects the Cynosure is now
])etter qualified than before to serve this

purpose. Its three-month subscription

may also enable some to send it to out-

siders in order to give it introduction. It

can be sent one month to one address, and
then a notification by postal card will

transfer it on our mailing list for the sec-

ond month. A third reader can be reach-

ed in the same v\ray. The notice should
reach our office, however, soon after each
issue, or at least not too late to secure the

change before the next one. A better

w^ay might be to have it sent to your own.

address, and then remail it with a few N..

C. A. tracts slipped in among its leaves..

The tracts themselves cost little and can
be mailed in newspapers or by them-
selves. There are more ways than one to

widen the area in which the enemy is bet-

ter known.

PERSONAL MENTION.

Rev. T. J. Allien, of Sterling, Kan., w^as;

a w^elcome visitor at our office recently.

—President S. H. Swarts spent an
'hour in The Cynosure office last week,

and as usual inspired us with his words
of cheer and council.

—^Mr. and Mrs. Joseph McKnight, of

Blanchard, Iowa, spent a day with the

editor and visited The Cynosure office in

returning from the Covenanter Synod at

Beaver Falls, Pa. #

Secret college fraternities which are

dominant in the Northwestern University

at Evanston came near making a serious

disruption between faculty and students a

few weeks ago.

The Grand Lodge of the Free Sons of

Israel, many of whom fought for the Turk
in the recent Greco-Turkish war, closed

their annual convention at the Audito-

rium in this city June 17.

—Mrs. Mattie M. Bailey, of Shenan-

doah, Iowa, the popular Sabbath school

worker of that State, with her husband,.

Dr. Bailey, made The Cynosure a friend-

ly call last week en route to the Wheaton
College commencement, of which col-

lege they are both honored graduates.
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On two recent Sabbath mornings the

editor preached in the Fourth U. P.

Church, Chicago, and in the Friends
Church at Western Springs.

A committee of Modern Woodmen re-

cently reported to a mass meeting at Ful-

ton, 111., tlhat owing to the <hig^h-handed

methods of certain officials it was almost
impossible to get any idea of the financial

standincr of the order.

Ex-President Charles G. Finney, of

Oberlin, was a Free IMason previous to

his conversion. On receiving Christ

Jesus as 'his Lord and Savior, he soon re-

nounced Freemasonry as anti-Christian;

regarding all secret societies as the works
of darkness and belonging to the god of

this world wdio blindfold's his worshipers
lest the light of the gospel of Christ

should shine into their hearts.

Rev. D. B. Gunn, of Dorchester, Mass.,

writes: "I miss the w'eekly visits of The
Cynosure. It was always more fully read

by me than any other paper that came to

my study. I confide in the judgment and
wisdom of the managers and doubt not the

mission of the monthly will prove accept-

able to its readers and accomplish an
equal amount of good. May the Lord
greatly bless all the workers in the good
cause.

Rev. WoodrufT Post, of Olean, N. Y.,

sends this extract from a letter he received

from a Alethodist D. D., and ex-president

of a New York cohege : "It is very queer
thatthewretched fraternity keep pursuing
you. I think of ]\Iasonry as I alway^s

have. The Lord pity us. It is not easy to

keep sweet and see such a piece of selfish-

ness flourishing in the church. So many
take refuge under the wings of this vul-

ture. I prefer the shadow of the Al-

mighty.''

Rev. O. A. Adams, whites from Hills-

boro, Ore., that all the county officers

there are Masons and Odd Fellows, and
some time ago a Masonic treasurer got

away with several thousand dollars of the

public funds. He requests Cynosure
readers to ascertain and publish the num-
ber of lodge men holding office in their

counties, as he regards this an effectual

way to open the eyes- of the public to the

monopolizing power of the secret empire.

Secretary Phillips and Editor Gault be-

gin this week a series of anti-secret meet-
ings in Kankakee and Loquois Counties.

They expect to speak at Peotone, Wood-
land, Milford, Wellington, Hoopston,
Rossville, East Lynn, Rankin, Goodwin
and other points. As they wish, as far .as

possible, to arrange their meetings sev-

eral weeks in advance, all friends of the

cause in the State are requested to write

them as to when they can hold meetings
in their locality.

—Rev. S. O. Rondestvedt, of Grand
Meadow, Minn., w'rites: 'T am very

much pleased with The Cynosure in its

new form. May God bless its effective

work against one of the W'Orst evils of

our times. Would to God that all

churches w^ould awake and shake off the

sinful yoke with unbelievers in secret so-

cieties, and stand firm shoulder to shoul-

der in the spirit of God and fellowship

with Christ, fighting for the salvation of

souls, homes, church and state.

The Illinois conference of the Missouri

Synod of the German Lutheran Church,

comprising about 500 delegates, was in

session a Aveek here, closing June 15.

They met in St. John's Church, on the

North Side. This denomination is one
of the largest and strongest anti-secret

churches in our land. .Many of them are

Cynosure subscribers, and during two
days w^e met with them we received many
subscriptions for The Cynosure and anti-

secret pubhcations. Many of these faith-

ful pastors feel the necessity of fortifying

their churches against the flood of secret

orders threatening to undermine ever\'-

thing.

—Prof. E. Whipple, of Wheaton
College, writes us the follow- ing abstract

from an article in the New York Inde-
pendent of recent date: "The Masonic
National Benefit Societ}- of Indianapo-
lis, Ind., was organized in 1869. ^^^^^ ^^r

some years paid $5,000 upon death of

members. In 1890 it had Sio.350,000 in

force and its death rate was 21.34 per

1,000: in 1894 it had $5,010,000 in force,

and its death rate had increased to 31.62
per 1,000. It now has a membership of

al>but 1,000, almost entirely aged and un-
insurable persons. \\'ho will pay their

policies as they more and more rapidlv

pass away?''
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—Elder Riifus Smith and family, of

Wiheaton, expect to start this week with

the Christian Endeavor delegation for

California. Thefr will test the winters

and climate, and if they are more con-

g-enial than that of Illinois they may
spend the balance of their days in the

land of flowers and fruit. Their self-sac-

rificing- reform labors will, be missed in

the Eastern field, but our loss will be

gain for the Pacific slope. The Elder is

a long and tried friend of The Cynosure.

Since its change of form he has ad-

vanced the money to send it to a list of

his friends in various States, a noble ex-

ample for other friends of the cause to

lollow.

Mary C. Baker, secretary of the N. C.

A., was unable to be present at our last

annual meeting, and sent an interesting

letter, from v/hich the following is an ex-

tract :

''My absence is not because of any
diminution of interest. Far from it. My
father, the late Rev. Milton Smith, was
5l member of the Aurora convention. My
interest in reform dates from the days of

my childhood, when I used to hear him.

^alk against the principles of the Masonic

order, especially when his uncle, Sir

Knig^ht Luther Marsh, used to visit us.

Uncle was anxious father should enjoy

the benefits (?) of membership in the or-

der. Father considered it diametrically

opposed to the religion of Christ; hence

he resisted all' overtures made to secure

his initiation. He was often toid th it it

should cost him nothing to go to tne sum-

mit ol the grand (?) institution.

"Allow me to say I am proud of fath-

er's record as opposed not only to secret

Drd-ers, but to American slavery, the liq-

uor traffic and other evils. I intend to

be a subscriber for The Cynosure in its

new form."

Bro. M. X. Butler, of Kansas City,

writes: Allow me to congratulate on the

neat, attractive appearance of the May
Cynosure. The standard magazines are

the great balance wiheel of American

journalism. Let the Pole Star shine clear

and bright and march to the front in the

new field. Thousands of copies should

be paid for and sent direct by mail by

the friends of right to thinking people

rv^ervwhere. A sample copy is the most

favorable introduction, and it will win
friends for the movement at all times.

The magazine has supplanted the lecture

platform and the celebrities in every line

of thought; the best minds are brought
into touch with the rushing reading mul-
titudes in these great conseiwers of pub-
lic opinion, while the reduced price places

tliem within reach of every intelligent

man and woman. Success to the bold
Cvnosure.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS.

"Thoughts from the Mount of Bless-

ing" is an interesting and soul-inspiring

volume by H. H. Hall, of Oakland, Cal.

The Christian Mission Herald, pub-
lished at Bridgetown, Barbados, one of

the islands of the West Indies, is one of

our valued exchanges devoted to the
proclamation of the gospel in its fullness.

We wish all of our readers could pro-

cure and read a new book just published
by S.*B. Shaw, Grand Rapids, IMich., on
"God's Financial Plan." It is a powerful
conscience awakener on a much needed
reform, that of honoring God more with
our substance.

"Bible Reasons Why We Are Protest-

ants" is a strong, meaty sermon by Dr.

John Flail, of New York. It is in the

form of a small booklet and can be had
of Rev. James A. O'Connor, of Christ's

Mission, 142 West 21st street, New York.
Bro. O'Connor is a converted Roman
Catholic priest, \dio is laboring for the

evangelization of Roman Catholics.

"Some Modern Substitutes for Chris-

tianity" is a timely and valuable booklet
by George Wolfe Shinn, D. D., of New-
ton, Mass. In it ihe argues strongly

against Theosophy, Christian Science,

Spiritualism, Socialism and Agnosticism
as dangerous delusions. The book is

published by Thomas Whittaker, Bible

House, New York. Price 25 cents.

A new book that has deservedly reach-

ed a large sale, and an excellent book to

put into the hands of children, is "Re-
markable Answ^ers to Prayer." It is pub-
lished by S. B. Shaw, Grand Rapids,

Mich., and sold for 35 cents. It is ele-

gantly bound and full of touching inci-

dents and illustrated with more than forty
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Roval makes the food pure, ,

wholesome and delicious.

POWDER
Absolutel/ Pure

ROYAL BAKING POWDER CO., NEW YORK.

TO THE FORE<

Standard Works
-ON-

Szttzi Soeieties
FGK SALE BY THE

mmi CPISTIHN HSSOCIHTION.

221 West Madison St., Chicago, 111.

Terms:—Cash with order, or if sent by express

u. O, D. at least $i.oo must be sent with order a?

3, guaranty that books will be taken. Books al

Tetaii prices sent postpaid. Books by Mail #'e at

TiSk of persons ordering, unless 8 cents extra is

sent to pay for registering them, when their sale

sielivery is guaranteed. Books at retail ordered

£y express, are sold at lo per cent discount and

delivery guaranteed, but not express paid. PcSi:=

sg- *stamps taken for small sums,

ON FREEMASONRY.
illustrated. First

376 pages cloth, 75c;

Freemasonry
three degrees.
_paper, 40c.
The accuracy of these expositions attested by

nffidavits of Jacob O. Doesburg and otJiers.

Freemasonry Illustrated. 640
pages, cloth, $1.00; paper, 75c.

A complete expositon of the Blue Lodge and
."Chapter consisting of seven degrees. Profusely
^Jastrated.

Knighi Templarisr; Illustrated.

341 pages, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50c.
A full illustrated rit al of the six degrees (A

the Council and Commandery.

Hand-Book of Freemasonry, 274
pages, flexible cloth, 50c.
By E. Ronayne, Past Master of Keystone Lodge

No. 639, Chicago. Gives the cornplete standard
ritual of the first three degrees of Freemasonry.

BY JAMES BUCKHAM.

]\IoYe to the fore,

IMen \vhom God hath made fit for the fray!

Xot yours to shrink, as the feeble ones may,
Xot yours to parley and quibble and shirk.

Ill for the \Yorld, if ye do not God's work.
]\Iove to the fore

!

]\IoYe to the fore.

Say not another is fitter than thou

—

Shame to the manhood that sits on liiy brow!
Own thyself equal to all that man may.
Cease thine evading; God needs thee to-day.
^love to the fore

!

'Move to the fore.

God himself waits, and must wait, till thou come.
3vlen are God's prophets though ages lie dumb.
Halts the Christ-kingdom, with conquest so near?
J hou art the cause, then, thou man at the rear.

2vIove to the fore

!

—S. S. Times.

THE ODD FELLOWS' CREED.

A question asked of the Sovereign Grand
Lodge of the AVorld by the Grand Lodge of Mas-
sachusetts. Read its report for Feb. 14, 1889,
page 336.

"Question.—Is it lawful for a chaplain to com-
mence and finish his pra}-ers in the name of
Christ?

"Answer.—Our order only requires a belief in
the existence of a Supreme Being as a qualifica-
tion for membership, and has no al^nitv with any
reHgious sect or system of faith. Hence, every-
thing savoring of sectarianism is not to be toler-
ated. The words, system' of faith or sect, do not
have reference merely to sects within the pale of
Christianity, but have a far broader significance,
and include all the religions of the world. .In this

sense Christianity is a sect; hence it is inexpedi-
ent and, I think, unlawful to make prominent
reference to it in lodge work. '^ ^ ^'-^ We
have Jews and may have :\Iohammedans and
other non-Christian sects within our order, and
the rule applies to them equally with members of

the Christian faith."

'Tn a word, what regeneration by the Word of
Truth is in religion, initiation is in Odd-Fellow-
ship.—Rev. A. B. Grosh, in his ^lanual of Od^-
Fellowship, page 90, edition 1869.



88 CHRISTIAN CYNOSURE. July, 189^

Scotch Rite flasonrj'^ illustrated.!
2 vols. Per vol., cloth, Si.oo: paper, 65c

J

The complete illustrated ritual of the entire

|

Scottish Rite, comprising all the Masonic degrees'^
from 3rd to 33rd inclusive. The first three de-
gre'-s are common to all the Masonic Rites, and
afe fully and accuratelj^ given in "Freemasonry
Illustrated." Vol. 1 comprises the degrees from
3rd to iSth inclusive.
Voi. 11 comprises the degrees from 19th to 33rd

jwciusiye. with the signs, grips, tokens and pass-
words fr'^'it, vn-"" t.5 ^-Ixr} ii^,Q:Tee in'"l''ieiTrf>

Freemasonry Exposed. By Capt,
William Morgan, no pages, paper, 25c,
The genuine old Morgan book republished.

Ecce Orienti. Pocket size, full

roan, flap, S2.50.
The Complete Standard Ritual of the First

Three INiasonic Degrees in Cypher, with complete
Floor Charts of Initiating, Passing and Raising a
Candidate.

Cabala. Pocket size, full ro?n,

flap, $2.50.
The Complete Standard Ritual of the Chapter

Masonic Degrees; 4th to 7th inclusive, in Cypher.
Giving' the degrees of Mark Master, Past Master,
^T.*«it KsT'^Wpt Mastej: ^xxd Rova! Arcfe

Knights of the Orient.

size, full roan, flap, $2.50.
The Complete Ritual of the Commandery

Masonic Degrees, Knights of the Red Cross.

Knight Templar and Knight of '^lalta, nth to i3tii

. .-.^rees.

Allyn's Ritual of Freemasonry,
By Avery Allyn. Cloth, $5.00.
Contains the fully Illustrated Ritual of the Blue

Lodge. Chapter Council and Commandery, 11 of
the Scotch Rite Degrees, several Masonic side
degrees and what is termed a Key to the Phi Beta
Kappa, and the Orange Societies.

ODD FELLOWS COPY MASONS.

Children Baptized.

Pocket

Duncan*s Masonic Ritual and
Monitor. Cloth, $2.50,
Profusely illustrated with explanatory engrav

ings, and containing the vitual andvvork of the or-

der for the seven degrees, inclu-'ang the Royal
Arch, Though extensively used as an Instruction
Book and one of the best ifi the market, it is not
as accurate as "Freemasonry" jiustrated."

Richardson's Moni^or of Freema-
sonry'. Cloth, $i.2v^; paper, 75c.
Contains the ceremonies of Lodges, Chapters.

Encampments, etc. Illustrated. Although ex-

tensively used in conferring the higher degrees,
it is not only very incomplete but inaccurate
especially as regards the first seven degrees, and
as to the high r degrees it '^ives but a description
and general idea of th'j degrees rather than the
full ritual.

Look to the East A ritual of the
first three Masonic Degrees by Ralph
Lester. Cloth, $2.00.
Notwithstanding the high price this book is

very inferior in every way to Freemasonry Illus-

trated or the Haridbook of Freemasonry at a
quarter the price.

Council of the Orier^t. Pocket
size, full roan, flap, $2.50.
The Complete Standt^rd Ritual of Council

Masonic Degrees in Cypner, 8th to loth inclusive,

Giving the Degrees of Royal Master, Select Mas-
ter and Super Excellent Master.

Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. Re-
vised and enlarged edition, 40 pages,
paper, 25c.
An Illustrated Ritual of the Nobles of the Mys-

tic Shrine. This is a Side MasorJc degree con^

ferred only on Knights Templar and on Thirty
wo degree Masons.

Rev. W. T. Beadles, the Odd Fellow Chaplain,
explains that the ceremony only binds the parents
to bring up the children in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord and for the lodge, but not
for the church.

The following article is taken from the Jan. i,

1897, number of the Odd Fellows' Herald, of

Springfield, III:

Monday evening, December 21, was an era
marker in the history of 1 Grape Creek Lodge, No.
632, and White Oak Rebekah Lodge, No. 314.
Many brothers and sisters of these lodges decided
that they would have their children christened,

and they fixed on Past Grand Chaplain Rev. W.
T. Beadles, of Paris, to officiate, and also decided
that the occasion should be social, festive and for

the good of the order. Grand Secretary James
R. Miller, of Springfield, also kindly accepted an
invitation to be present.

The lodge room w^as very beautifully decorated
for the occasion. The Noble Grand's station was
draped with large American flags, looped with
bouquets, and across the top were the words of

Jesus:

: Suffer Little Children to Come :

: Unto Me. :

On the walls was the silk American flag of the

lodge and also the lodge banner. The baptismal

altar and the hall was artistically decorated with
evergreen; the hands of the ladies had passed over

and made it beautiful.

At 5:30 Chaplain Beadles conducted the bap-
tismal services, twenty-seven children being
christened by him, as follows

:

Leo Victor, Lawrence Turner and Lucy Win-
nefred, the children of Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Fair-

'hall.

Mary Ann, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Pierce.

John, Peter and Margaret, children of Mr. and
Mrs. Wm. Hamilton, of Westville.

Ralph, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Brown.
Herbert Henry, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Ray.
Harriet Hannah, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

Hible.

Charles Henry and Thomas, children of John
and Mrs. Hudsonpillar.

Agnes, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Elsdon.

Flossie, Eliza, William, Edward, Charles and
Henry, children of Mr. and Mrs. George Ray.
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Charles Edmond, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edmond
Roberts.

William Henry, Lonisa, Edward Robert, chil-

dren of Frederick Foote.

Florence Eliza, George .William, Mabel and
Bessie, children of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bennett.

Lucy Edna, daughter of William and Mrs.

Foote.

George McKinley, son of Mr. and Mrs. George

J. Coster.

The services were beautifully conducted by P.

G. Chaplain W. T. Beadles, and solemn silence

prevailed among both children and adults.

After the services the Chaplain said that this is

a new and unique thing in the history of the

lodges, but eminently proper; and had not bound
any of the parents to have their children become
members of any church, but to bring them up in

the nurture and admonition of the Lord, so that

they may become godly men and w^omen, and also

good Odd Fellows and citizens.

The Rebekahs had prepared a splendid supper,

of which all partook, some until they became as

stif¥ as a bologna sausage. The Rebekahs own
their own tables and table ware, and they know
just how to use them.

After supper the lodge room was a delightful

scene, young and old joining in blind man's bufif

and other g-ames.

Then Dr. Fairhall called the meeting to order
and introduced Grand Secretary Miller, who said

that he had never seen a more beautiful sight than
the christening of these children in this lodge by
the Grand Chaplain. He spoke w^ords of praise

for Grape Creek brothers and sisters, and urged
all to inculcate the high morality of Odd Fellow-
ship. The Grand Secretary said this is one of the

best and most helpful meetings he ever attended.

Bro. William Hamilton sang a song, "The Old
Folks at Home," of his own composition, which
was very good and often cheered. He was en-

cored, and sang, "Let It Be Soon," which brought
down the house. For another encore he sang the

"Dutch Baby," which almost killed the audience

—

it was immense.

, Chaplain Beadles then made a very practical

and efifective speech for which w^e have not space
for even an outline. He spoke very warm words
for tlie Grape Creek brothers and sisters; he said

he had been an Odd Fellow for many years ana
had never seen such a service as this; he would
go away better, feeling a deeper interest in this

lodge and these children.

Sister Daisy Smoot recited "Wldder Green,"
and Bro. W\ R. Jewell spoke eloquently and prac-
tically on the Old Folks' Home, and Bro. John N.
Scearce spoke on the Junior Order 6f Odd J^el-

lows, and o-ave a historic sketch of the institution

ihjrteen Reasokiis why a Chris-
tian should not be a Freemason.
By Rev. Robert Armstrong. i6 pap-es.

Freemasonry Contrary to the
Christian Religion. By " Spectator,"
Atlanta, Ga. i6 pages cc.

Hon. Thurlow Weed on the Mor-
gan Abduction. i6 pages 5c.
Thi3 is the legally attested statement of this

eminent Christian journalist and statesman con-
cerning the unlawful seizure and conlinement of
Capt. Morgan in Canandaigu?. jail, his removal to
Fort Niagara and subsequent drowning in Lake
Ontario.

Freemasonry a Fourfold Con=
spiracy. 16 pages, :^c.

Address of Pres. J. Blanchard. This is a most
convincing argument against the lodge.

Mah=Hah=Bone; 589 pages; $1.00
Comprises the Hand Book, Master's Carpet and

Freemasonry at a.glance.

ON ODD-FELLOWSHIP.
Odd=feIIowship Judged by its own

utterances; its doctrine and practice
examined in light of God's Word. By-
Rev. J. H. Brcckman. Cloth, 50c; pa-
per cover, 25C0
This is an exceedingly interesting, clear discus-

sion of the chara -;ter of Odd-fellowship, in the form
of a dialogue.

Revised Odd=feiiowship Illustra-
ted. Cioth, $1.00: paper cover, 5octs.
The complete revised ritual of the Lodge En-

campment and Rebekah (ladies) degrees, profuse-
ly illustrated, and guaranteed to be strictly ac-
curate; with a sketch 01 origin, history and char--
acter of the order, over one hundred foot-note
quotations from standard authorities, showing the
character and teachings of the order, and an an-
alysis of each degree by ex-President J. Blanchard.
This ritual corresponds exactly with the *' Charge
Books" furnished by the Sovereign Grand Lodge.

Sermon on Odd=fellowship and
other secret societies, by Rev. J. Sar-

ver, pastor of Evangelical Lutheran
church. IOC. tach.
This is a very clear argument against secretism of

all forms and, the duty to disfellowship Odd-fel-
lows, Freemasons, Knights of Pythias and Gran-
gers, is clearly shown by their confessed character
as found in their own publications.

OTHER RITUALS.
Revised Knights of Pythias. IHu^
trated. Cloth, 50c: paper cover 25c.
An exact copy of the new official Ritual Adopted

by the Supreme Lodge oi the w^orld, with the Se-
cret work added and fully Illustrated.

Knights of the Orient Illustrated.

15c each.
The full Illustrated Ritna j,. Ancient Order ot

the Orient or the Oriental degree. This is a side
degree conferred mostly a Knights of Pythias
lodges.

Good Templarisnr Illustrated. 25c.
A full and accurate exposition of the degrees of

the lodge, temple and council.

Exposition of thf Grange. 25c.
Edited by Rev. A. W. 3eeslin. Illustrated with

engravings.
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Ritual of tbfi Grand Army of the
Republic loc. each.
The authorized ritual of iS6S, with signs of re-

lognition. pass-words, etc.. and ritual of Machin-'
3Sts' and Blacksmiths' Union. (The two bound to-
gether .)

Knights of Labor Illustrated. 25c.
("Adelphon Kruptos.'") The complete illus-

Irated ritual of the order, including the "unwritten
•arork."

Adoptive Masonry iIl^strated.
20c, each.
A full and complete illustrated ritual of the five

degrees of Female Freemasonry, by Thomas Lowe.

Red rien Iliustrated. In cloth 50c.
each. S2.00 per dozen postpaid.
The Complete Illustrated Ritual of the Im-

proved Order of Red Men, comprising the .Adop-
lion Degree, Hunter's Degree, Warrior's Degree,
Chiefs Degree, with the Odes, etc.

The Foresters Illustrated. Paper,
cover 25c. each, S2.00 per dozen.
The Complete Illustrated Ritual of the Forest-

ers, wth Installation Ceremonies.

United Sons of Industry Illustra-
ted. 15c. each.
A full and complete illustrated ritual of the sec-

Tet tradesunion of the above name, giving the
signs, grips, passwords, etc.

Rituals and Secrets Illustrated.
Si.00, each.
Composed of "Temple of Honor Illustrated,

Jidoptive Masonry Illustrated," "United Sons of
Industry r^-'strated," and "Secret Societies liluS"
trated "

.Sermon on flasonry. 5c. each.
By Rev. W. P. McNary, pastor of United Pres-

iyterian church,

MISCELLANEOUS.
History Nat'i Christian Associ-
ation. IOC. each.
Its origin, objects, what it has done and aims to

do, arsd the best means to accomplish the end
sought, the .Articles of Constitution and By-laws
•i the Association.

Secret Societies. Cloth 35c, papei
15c
A discussion of their character and claims by

Rev. David McDill, Pres. J. Blanchard and Rev
^dvrard Beecher.

The Master's Carpet or flasonry
and Baal Worship Identical. Bound
in fine cloth. 400 pages. 75c.
Explains the true source and meaning of every

ceremoay and symbol of the lodge.

Disloyal Secret Oaths. 5c.
By Joseph Cook, Boston. He quotes the law of

Vermont which makes the administration of the
-Masonic oaths illegal. Joseph Cook's address is a
Bational treatment of a national subject, and very
valuable for reference.

Light on Freemasonry. B}' Elder
D. Bernard, Cloth, $1.50. paper, 75c,

Finney on flasonry. Cloth 75c.,
paper 35c.
The character, claims and practical workings of

Freemasonry. By ex-Pres. Charles G. Finney, of
©beriin College. President Fmney was a '* bright
Mason," but left the lodge when he became a
Christian. This book has opened the eyes of
aaultitudes.

of Grape Creek Lodge and White Oak Rebekah
Lodge. Bro. Dr. Fairhall followed with practical

remarks, with historical references; four years ago
the subordinate lodge was instituted; we have now
over 80 members; have paid out $300 in benefits;

have a fund of $500 building association and in

the treasury $150; a Rebekah Lodge of seventy

odd members, and about $100 in the- treasury;

also an Encampment of 40 members and have $50
or $60 in the treasury. We have done what no
other lodge has ever done ; we have christened the

children right into the order. Other lodges will

do it. Bro. Dr. Fairhall warmly thanked the

grand officers and other visitors and a rising vote

Vv'as given.

The meeting was one of the very best, as they
always are at Grape Creek.

COMMENT.

BY E. ROXAYNE.

Loking at religious matters from a human or

rather from a secret society standpoint, one would
be led to conclude that the different churches
might as well close up and go out of business or

into bankruptcy, for the secret societies are doing
all that churches claim to do, and the}" do more
of it, and do it better. Whether a dead brother

had led a good or a bad life, whether he was hon-
est or dishonest, moral or immoral, an atheist or a
church member, he is at once and without cere-

money transferred from the "lodge below" to "the

celestial lodge above." The candidate receives

the "new birth" through the ceremonies of initia-

tion, and by living- in strict obedience to the horri-

ble oblig"ations and cut-throat penalties of Free-

masonry especially, he is "free from sin."

One can mix up in the mad delirium of politics,

attend rotten primaries, scheme, plan and cheat

the other fellow out of the nomniation; he can
attend balls, parties, progressive euchre, or any
other; he can even "play the races," go to church
in the morning and to the theater in the evening,

and if he is a member in good standing of a secret

lodge, no matter which one, when he dies he goes
off straight to "the grand lodge above." What
more than this does a man want? Or can you
tell us which of the churches can do better?

Neither Calvinism nor x^rmenianism has any
standing whatever by the side of the reHgion of

the secret lodge; and last of all, they baptize chil-

dren; do so much of it, and do it so well, that no
church in America can do better. Baptize chil-

dren, did you say? Yes, surely, read the Odd
Fellows' Herald, Springfield, 111., Jan. i, 1897.

*^The services were beautifully conducted," etc.,
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"and solemn silence prevailed." I wonder if the

Rev. Beadles could do better in his own church,

or could his Paris congregation maintain more
solemn silence? And then remember there was
quite an advantage here, '/the parents were not

bound to have their children become members of

any church"—simply good Odd Fellows after they

were ''brought up in the nurture and admonition

of the Lord," in connection with an institution

where the Lord's name even cannot be mentioned;

where his finished work is despised, denied and re-

jected, and where not one of the parents knows
the Lord. And then after the supper and the ''sol-

emn silence," both "young and old joined in blind

man's buff and other games," just as they did on
Pentecost when the 3,000 were baptized; just as

Philip and the Eunuch did. Act 8; and precisely

as Ananias and Saul of Tarsus did when the lat-

ter was baptized at Damascus, Act. 9. Oh, the

deep down iniquity of secret societies, and the un-

speakable abomination of those preachers ''who

say they are apostles and are not," but are found
to be liars ! It would seem as if the scathing re-

buke of the Apostle Paul to Elymas, the sorcerer,

could very appropriately be applied to such men.
Read the passage in Act 13 :io.

BRIBE, DIVIDE, AMUSE, RULE,

BY EX-PRESIDENT J. BLANCHARD.

Tamerlane had three arts by which he subdued
and subjugated mankind: bribing, dividing and
amusing. Odd-Fellowship bribes men by the

hope of benefits; divides its members from out-

siders and those of one degree from another by
secrecy, and amuses them by ceremonies.

What redeems these opening ceremonies from
wearisome stupidity is their religious character.

All beyond the Outside Guardian, hoodwink and
pledge of secrecy is worship, and puts and holds

the mind in a posture for receiving the mesmeric
or spiritual influence of the system and of the

spirits w*ho inhabit and wield it. They, also, in

apparently harmless and unimportant particulars,

commence the perpetual lodge lesson of submis-
sion and obedience to superiors. This is calcu-

lated, by degrees, to wean the mind of the initiate

from the open and free subordination to law, gov-
ernment, and the religion of Christ, by a weekly
night-drill in obedience to another system, un-
known to the true God—the secret empire of "the
god of this world."

Odd-Fellowship, like every false system of re-

ligion, must keep its votaries submissive and
busy; and these "opening ceremonies," which
cover six or seven pages in describing theni

—

riasonic Oaths Null and Void: or
Freemasony SeIf=Convicted. 207
pages. Postpaid, 40c.
This is a book for the times. The design of the

author is to refute the arguments of those wh«
claim that the oaths of Freemasonry are binding
upon those who take them.

Judge Whitney's Defence before
the Grand Lodge of lilinois. 15c.
Judge Daniel H. Wliitney was Master of the.

lodge when S. H. Keith, a member of his lodge^
murdered Ellen Slade. Judge Whitney, by at-
tempting to bring Keith to justice, brought om
himself the vengeance of the lodge, but he boldly
replied to the charges against him, and afterwards;
renounced Mason'-y

General Washington Opposed to
Secret Societies. loc.
This is a re-publication of Governor Joseph Rit-

ner's " Vindication of General Washington froa:
the Stigma of Adherence to Secret Societies.^'
communicated to the House of Representatives of,

Pennsylvania, March 8, 1837, at their special re-
quest. To this is added the fact that three higfe
Masons were the only perso iS who opposed a vote
of thanks to Washington on his retirement to pri-
vate liie-undoubtedly because they considered him
a seceding Freemason.

riorgan's Exposition, Abduction
and riurder and Oaths of 33 degrees.
304 pages, cloth, $1.00,

** Composed of Freemasonry Exposed," by Capt.
Wm. Morgan; '"History of the Abduction and:
Murder of Morgan;" "Valance's Confession of
the Murder of Capt. Wm. Morgan;" "Bernard's,
Reminiscences of Morgan Times," and "Oaths
and Penalties of 33 Degrees."

Oaths and Penalties of Freemason-
ry, as proved in court in New Berlin
L.ials IOC.
Th2 New Berlin trials began in the attempt ot

Freemasons to prevent public initiatirn by seced-
ing Masons. These trials were held at New Berlin,
Chenango Co,, N. Y., April 13 and 14, 1831, an6
General Augustus C„ Welsh, sheriff of the countjv
and other adhering Freemasons swore to the trutor
ful revelation of the oaths and ipena.it^es.

Grand Lodge flasonry. 5c. each
Its relation to civil government and the Christiaji'

religion. By Pres. JT Blanchard. The an-Chris-
tian, anti-republican and despotic character of
Freemasonry is proved from the highest Masonic
authorities.

Masonry a Work of Darkness, ad-
verse to Christianity, and inimical
to Republican Government. 15c.
By Rev. Lebbeus Armstrong (Presbyterian) i,

seceding Mason of 21 degrees.

Sermon on Masonry. 5c. each.
By Rev. J. Day Brownlee. In reply to a Ma-

sonic Oration by Rev. Dr. Mayer, Wellsville, Ohiot

Story of the Gods. Postpaid, loc.
By 1. R. B. Arnold. Brief sketches from the

mythology of Rome, Creece, Egypt, India, Persia,
Phrygia, Scandina-'^a, Africa and .\menca, show-
ing the relations and unity of the past and present
systems. The idolatrous worship of the Masonit-
lodge is thus clearly seen and understood.

Masonic Outrages. Postpaid, 20a
Compiled bv Rev. H. H. Hinman. Showing

Masonic assualt on lives of seceders, on reputation*
and on free speech: its interference with justice i»
courts, etc

History of the Abduction and Mur-
der of Capt. Wm. Morgan. 25c.
As prepared by seven committers of citizens,

appointed to ascertain the fate of Morgan.
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The Anti-mason's Scrap-Book.
25c.
Consisting of 53 "Cynosure" tracts. In tiivs

book are the views of more than a score of men,
many of them of distinguished ability, on the sut^
iect of secret societies.

The Image of the Beast; A Secret
Empire; or Freemasonry a Subject of

Prophecv. By Rev. Richard Horton.

Third Edition'. 200 pages, cloth, 60c.

Sermon on Secretism, 5c.' eacn.
Bv Rev. R. Theo. Cross, pastor Congregational

church, Hamilton, N. Y. This is a very clear ayrir

of the objections to all secret societies, and to Ma-
-Trv especially, that are apparent to all.

Anti=masonic Sermons and Ad-
dresses. Cloth, $1 00.
Composed of " Masonry a Work of Darkness;"

the Sermons of Messrs. Cross, William M'Nary,
Dow and Sarver. the two addresses of President

Blanchard. and the addresses of President H. H.
George. Prof. J. G. Carson and Rev. M. S. Drury;
*• Thil-teen Reasons Why a Christain Cannot be a

Freemason,-' "Freemasonry Contrary to the

Christian Religion." and " Are Masonic Oaths
Binding on the Initiate? " 287 pages.

Secret Societies, Ancient and
Modern. 50c. each.
Contents: The Antiquity of Secret Societies

The Life of Julian, The Eleusinian Mysteries, Tht
Origin of Masonry, Was Washington a Mason:'
Fillmore and Webster's Deference to Masonry, A
Brief Outline of the Progress of Masonry in the

United States, The Tammany Ring, Masonic Be-
nevolence, The Uses of Masonry, An Illustration

The Conclusion.

Secret Societies Illustrated.

Over 250 cuts, 99 pages, paper cover.

25c. each.
Containing the signs, grips, passwords, em-

blems, etc., of Freemasonry (Blue Lodge, and tc

the fourteenth d'.gree of the York rite). Adoptive
Mac^x^^:,-^, Revised Odd-fellowship, Good Templar-
ism, the Temple of Honor, the United Sons of In-

dustry, Knights of Pythias and the Grange, with
aflBdavits. etc.

Prof. J. Q. Carson, D. D., on Se-
cret Societies. loc. each.
A most convincing argument against feilowshipv-

iap- Freemasons in the Christian church.

Sermon en flasonry. i6 pages,
5c. By Rev. W. P. McNary, pastor
United Presbyterian church.

Oaths and Penalties of the ss
Degrees of Freemasonry. 15c, each.
To get these thirty-three degrees of Masonic

bondage, the candidate takes half-a-million horri-
ble oaths.

Ex-President John Quincy Ad-
ams. Price, cloth, $1.00. Paper, 35c.
Letters on the Nature of Masonic Oaths, Obli-

gations and Penalties.

Sermon on flasonry. loc. each.
By Rev. James Williams, Presiding 'Elder of

Dakota District Northwestern Iowa Conference
M. E. Church—a seceding Master Mason.

The Mystic Tie or Freemasonry a
League with the Devil. 15c.
This IS an account of the church trial of Peter

Cook and v.ife, of Elkhart, Indiana, for refusing
to support a reverend Freemason.

Pres. H. H. George on Secret
Societies. loc. each.
A powerful address, showing clearly the duty of

Christian churches to disfellowship secret ^.ocie-

ties.

though a single paragraph might answer the ends
of opening the lodge—are an initiatory drill of

subjection, copied, in some parts, nearly verbatim
from the opening of a Masonic lodge. Even^ such
initiation is a mental debauch, operating on mind
like tricks, sorcery and fortune telling.

But the chief power of this fool's-play of depot-
ism is in the robes of the officers—scarlet, blue,

black and white, wit^ ' caps the color of their robes,

while the members' faces are all covered with
masks. This scene, in a lighted hall, at night,

guarded by sentinels, and all under such balder-

dash names as "Odd Fellow," "Noble Grand,"
and the like, forms a hocus-pocus invented in

sport by ignorant English operatives in 1812, to

give zest to their idle hours and relish to their

cups. The trick took like Aaron's calf-worship.

The cunning have joined it for the sake of its

funds; the ambitious, for its votes, and, "behold,

the world is gone after it."

And this is Odd-Fellowship ! which numbers its

members by hundred thousands, and reckons its

revenues by millions! What is it? Where is "the
hiding of its power?" To one class of thinking
minds, the greatest mystery of the lodge is that

sensible, fair-minded men can repeat its twaddle,
wear its gew-gaw finery, and obey its puerile regu-
lations. Dr. Leonard Bacon has said of the Ma-
sonic institution: "It seems to mc. one stupen-
dous mass of dreary nonsense." And yet Presi-

dents of this republic have been Masons and Odd
Fellow^s, and to say they have joined the lodges
for popularity is to confess their power over civil-

ized mind in the leading nations of the earth.

A handful of neighbors in a hall, at night, get

another neighbor as a candidate for initiation. He
is taken into an ante-room, asked his nam.e, resi-

dence, occupation, age, lodge relations, health,

and belief in a "Supreme Intelligent Being." His
answers are taken down and signed by his name.
He then begins to be pledged to conceal what is

to happen to him in the lodge, which gives a
devil's dignity to the unknown trifles before him.

He is blindfolded and led in, lectured, chained,

and threatened with binding "to the stake." In

this plight he is led around, his blind taken oiT,

and he confronted with a grinning human skele-

ton, with flaming torches held each side. His
captors then repeat some school-boy lessons on
death. Hoodwinked again, he is led to one officer

after another, his blinder being put on and off, till

the Vice Grand orders th chains off and re-pledges

him, with his hand on his heart, to conceal the

whole work of the lodge, and not to wrong it. He
is then further lectured, twaddled, charged, told

the falsehood that "Odd-Fellowship presents a

broad platform upon which mankind may unite,"

when he is just now pledged, and afterward sworn,

to conceal the whole thing called Odd-Fellowship
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from that very "mankind" who are to unite on its

platform. He is now hailed as a brother, and told

that Odd-Fellowship is not "a mere beneficial so-

ciety;" that its aim is "to elevate man," and "lead

him to cultivate the true fraternal relations de-

signed by the Great Author, of his being-" (See

the degree); that, in short, it is a religion; that it

will bring m^en out of the blindness of error and
the chains of sin, into the liberty of the sons of

God. And this contemptible farce is preceded b\-

a solemn prayer to the god of the lodge, and closed

with an ode on friendship, love and truth. This

is Odd-Fellowship, and tlie whole of it, the fur-

ther degrees being but repetitions of similar doses.

There is but one possible explanation of the fact

that hundreds of thousands of grown, rational

men repeat this farrago weekly, and from year to

50.

y^ear. It is that Satan is its god. To
treat such a system as frivolous "nonsense" is to

commit a dreadful mistake. If "the heavens and
earth" were now in flames—as they one day will

be (2 Pet. 3: 7)—if one only bridge of escape,

built by Christ, could give safety to those fleeing

from the conflagration of the world, and a revolted

angel should set open false doors, promising to

lead to Paradise, but actually leading to hell,

"where their worm dieth not and their fire is not

quenched"—such is the door of every secret lodge.

Every pagan shrine, or temple, or man-made re-

ligion, is such a gateway of perdition, no matter

what the worships are made of, or what frivolities

are practiced within them. Legions of devils give

them their mesmeric power over mind; and while

the motives of the worshipers are as various as

their callings and hopes, "their way is as dark-

ness; they know not at what they stumble."

—

Prov. 4: 19.

'
' The Blue Degrees are hut the outer court of the

Temple. Part of the symbols are displayed there

to the initiate^ hut he is intentionally enisled by

false interpretations. It is not intended that he

shall understand them^ but it is intended that he

shall imagine that he does understand them. Their

true ex2Jlanation is reserved for the Princes of

Masonry.''—Albert Pike, Grand Commander of

the Supreme Council, Sovereign Grand Inspectors-

General, in ''Morals and Dog:ii:«," page 819.

TiiURLow AVeed: "I now look back through an
Interval of fifty-six years with a conscious sense of
liaving- been governed tln-ongh tlie Anti-masonic ex-
citement by a sincere desire, first to vindicate the vio-
lated laws of my country, and next to arrest tlfe great
power and dangerous infiuences of secret societies."

Sermon on Secret Societies.
each.
By Rev. Daniel Dow, Woodstock, Conn. The

special object of his sermon is to show the right
and duty of Christians to examine into the char-
acter of secret so:ieties, no matter what object
such societies profess to have.

Reminiscences of florgan Times.
IOC. each.
By Elder David Bernard. This is a thrilling

narrative of the incidents connected with Ber-
nard's Revelation of Freeaaasonry.

The Broken Seal. In cloth, 75c.
Paper covers, 40c.
Personal Reminiscences of the Abduction and

Murder of Capt. Wm. Morgan. By Samuel D.
Greene.

Narratives and Arguments,
15c. each.
Showing the conflict of secret societies with the

Constitution and iaw of the Union and of the
States. By Fr^incis Sample.

Secrecy vs. the Family, State
and Church. loc. each.
By Rev. M. S. Dury. The antagonism of or-

ganized secrecy to the welfare of the family, stato
and church, is clearly shown.

A Booklet of 107 pages. 25c.
"The Martyr's Own Monument," by Rev. J. E.

Roy, D. D.. Western Secretary of American Mis-
sionary Association; "Christian Politics," by
Rev. J. Blanchard, late Editor of Christian Cyno-
sure; "The Mysterious Machine: Was it Lawn-
mower. Town-pump, Balloon, Wheel-barrow,—or
what.?" by Prof. E. D. Bailey, of the Civil Service
Dept. U. S. Government.

Are Secret Societies a Biessing?
A pamphlet of 20 pages. 5c.
An address by Rev. B. Carradine, D. D,, pastot

of the Centenary M. E. church, St. Louis, Mo.
Jan. 4, 1891. W, McCoy writes: "That sermon
ought to be in the hands of every preacher in this
land, and every citizen's, too."

Between Two Opinions: or the
Question of the Hour. 389 pages; cloth,

postpaid, 75 cents.
By Miss E. E. Flagg, author of " Little People,"

"A Sunny Life," etc., etc. Everyone who loves
to read a good story, cliaste and elegant in ex-
pression, pure in thought, interesting in narrative,
should read this book upon tbe power of secret
societies in nolitics. and the remedy

Qen Henry 8ewaU, a companion of
Washington:—I was initiated an Entered
Apprentice to the Masonic rites in Octo-
ber, 1777, at' Albany, soon aft^r the

capt'.'^e of Burgoyne, being then an offi-

cer in the American army. ... I

w*)« led by the influence of this "perfect

rule of faith and practice,'' during the

year 1784, to view speculative Masonry
in a shape still more deformed. Its char-

ity appeared to be selfishness, because re-

stricted to its own members; its religion

deism because entirely devoid of the

Gospel. Its history appeared fabulous;

it3 claims to antiquity unsustainable; it3

titles fulsome; its . rites barbarous and
absurd; its oaths extra-judicial, unlaw-
fully imposed and blindly taken, and the

]:>enal sanctions annexed, horrid and im-
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With a sharp stick
you can turn up the dirt and get ground ready
for planting—but what a clumsy, slow, labori-

ous, ineffective way of going to work ! Not
much more so, thou eh, than the old-

,^^j,yiM
"''^'^^xi

fashioned way of washing. Think
.^s»^)^|^^y^W;^^y\^ of it! Grinding the clothes up

and down on a wash-board, with nothing but soap
and main strenoth to oet out the dirt. Then
think how simple and easy is Pearline's way
— soakino-. boilino;, rinsine.

You need Pearline for all

vour washino- and cleanino-.

You need somethino- better than

soap or a sharp stick when you're dealing with dirt. 5i6

Disraeli, Lord Beaconsfield: "In conduct-

ing the governments of the world there are not only

sovereigns and ministers, but secret orders to be con-

sidered, which have agents everywhere— reckless

agents, v/ho countenance assassination, and, if neces-

sary, can produce a massacre."

HON. SAMUEL DEXTER, in an Open Letter to the

Grand blaster of Mass., 1798: "If there be no very

important reason for upholding Masonry at a moment
like the present, there is a reason against it. The sys-

tem of the destroyers of human virtue and happiness

is to undermine in the dark the castle that cannot be

carried by storm. Secret agency has overthrown all

the republics of Europe, and an extended, seci;et, level-

ing, self-created society, without any valuable object

of pursuit, and embracing bad characters as well as

good, cannot be the subject of approbation of an anx-

ious patriot."

-'We have, then, tiie implied testimony of Freema-
sons themselves, tliat the Christian church ought to

have no fellowship with Freemasonry as thus re-

vealed, and that those who adhere intelligently and
determinedly to such an institution have no right to

be in the Christian church. God demands, and the

world has a right to expect, that the church will take

due action and bear a truthful testimony in respect to

this institution. She cannot now innocently hold her

peace. The light has come. Fidelity to God and to

the souls of men require that the church, which is the

light of the world, should speak out, and should take

such action as will plainly reveal her vievvs of the

compatibility or incompatibility of Freemasonry with
the Christian religion."

—

From Pres. Finney's hooky

'"^Character, Claims and Practvxil Workings of Free-

masonryT 'PP' 260, ?63.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORB

SAINT MATTI
CHAPTER 1.

I The genealogy of Christ from Abraham to Joseph,
18 He was conceived by the Holy Ghost, and born
of the Virgin Mary,
names of Christ.

19 The angel interpreieth the

THE book of the ** generation of

Je'§U8 Christ, ^ the son of Da'-

vid, ^ the son of A'bra-ham.
2 **A'bra-hani begat I'^^ac; and
^I'^^ac begat Ja'cQb; and -^ Ja'cgb
begat Ju'das and his brethren;
3 And ^Ju'das begat Pha'r6§ and

Za'ra of Tha'mar; and '^Pha'rg^

begat £s'rom; and Es'rom begat
A'ram;
4 And A'ram begat A-min'a-dab

;

and A-mIn'9,-dab begat N^-as'son;

and Na-as'son begat Sal'mOn

;

6 And Sal'mOn begat Bo'oz of Ra'-
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