


INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION

Doc., No. 2632 4 Sept. 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT: Proclamations issued in
French Indo-China by the Japanese High Command, in March and
April 1945, published in the "Journal Officiel de 1'Indo-
chine'" - No., 1, June 2, 1945.

Date: 2 June 1945 Original (x) Language: French

Japanese
Has it been translated? Yes (x) No é g
Has it been photestated? Yes ( ) No (x

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL: Document Division
SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: French Indo-China official archives.

PERSONS IMPLICATED: TERAUCHI, Hisaichij; TSUCHIHASHI,Yuitsug;
KAWAMURA, Saburo. '

CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: Aggression and military
seizure of the whole of Indo-China,

SUMVARY OF RELEVANT POINTS:
Contains the following proclamations, numbered as below:

l. To all the population of Indo-China, suspending the
French authorities - 10 March 1945,

2. To the French population of Indo-China calling for
collaboration with the Japanese Arny.

3. Concerning the government officials agreeing to collabo-
rate with the Japanese, they must state so, and will
receive the same salary and treatment as before,

4, To all IndoChinese police officials, an appeal to
collaborate with the Japanese against the French police.

6. Temporarily suspending the operations of the Banﬁlof
Indochina,

7. Penalties incurred for various actions, punishable ac-
cording to martial law; treachery towards the Japanese
Armyi espionage; destruction of installstionsy 1illicit
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8., Conditions in which the Bank of Indochina is admitted
to resume operations again on March 15th.

9., Restrictica of all French nationals to 7 towns on the
territory of Iandcchina: Hanol. Vinh, Hue, Nha-Trang,
Saigon, Punom renb, Vierciuane,

10, Complaint for tiie lack ot sincerity of the French
authorities and statement of intentions:

(a) Defend .indochins
(b) Ensure the rignts of the native population

(¢} Maintain the administrative organization and
the personnel ready to trust and collaborate
with the Jap ermy.

(d) ZEnsure the total independence and help the
national aspirations "in conformity with the
fundemental principles of the Declaration of
Greate» Fast asis", ...

11, 11 Apr 1945 - The necessary reforms cannot be brought
about at once; consequently, the administrative
organization, the laws and regulations are maintained.
The proclamation ends with a new appeal to collaboration

Analyst: J. Gouelou Doc. No., ku3d
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I, Saburo KAWAMURA, certify that I was Chief of Staff of the
Japanese Forces in French Indo China from December 1942 to
May 1945 and that I recognize the attached International
Prosecution Section documents, 2634-A through 2634-J, as
being the proclamations issued in Indo China between 10
March 1945 and 11 April 1945 in the name of the Commander-
in-Chief of the Japanese Forces, General Yuitsu TSUCHIHASHI,
I further certify that these proclamations were issued with
the approval of General TERAUCHI, Commander-in=Chief of the
Southern Army and were the result of an overall order from

Tokyoe

Witness: &u 4 m ‘

ERIC W, FLEISHER
2nd Lt, AUS

Sworn before this 18th day of
September, 1946, at Tokyo, Japan,

REED LAWION NKNM

1st Lt, FA
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FRCCLAIATICH Fo. 1
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C ALL TES FECFLTES CF INDC-~CHINA.

————— ¢ st - — . — (R ——— . S W—

The Japanese Army dzclares that, so as to prasarve
its own existence and insure pe2ce in Great East Asia,
it intends to abolish the present government of Indo~China.
The Japanese Army figants égainst no one bhut the
present government of Indo-China ard particularly its

troops, and rnot the natives serving in it, ard will,
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conseguently, cauvse no harm to peoples. Sinrce, however,

unforeseen accidents =zre always liable to heppan, on the

_-.3‘?..‘

fighting grounds, the population is irvitad to taka all

necessary precautions so as to avoid beconming victims of

such sccidents.

B . -

The pcpulation must, thertfora, while thev remain
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quiet a2nd refrain from any unconsidered action, do their
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e -

utmost to perform their usual dutiles.,
Anyone hampering in the least degree the operations
of the Japanesa Army will be prosecuted and punished

according -to marti=sl law.

10 Kzarch 1945,
The Commander-in Chief

of the Japanase Army.
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PRUCLAHATICH NG, 2

TC TEE FREMCE FCFULATICN CF IKDO-CHINA.

R — W b S e W S WS 5 S e W S——— - -

The Japenose Army regrets to declare thot the friendly
relations which existzd between Japan and French Indo-China
can no longer be maintained as a result of the change in

circurstzances.

However, the Japanese Army only fights sgainst those
who, upon the order of the presont government and its troops,
oppose the Japanese Army, and it retains its friondship
towards the French paople as herctofore.

The French populstion may, tharefors, trusting the
Jopanese Army, and refraining from any unconsicdersd action,
continue to live in pesce ané security.

It must, to this ond, observe the following rules:

Those who desire to remain in thzir present position -
ané collaborete with the new government must, without
delay, present thomselves to the rospzctiva offices
and state their intention.

It is forbidden to travel or move house without par-
mission.

Fire zrms, ammunition, radio sets, camaras, binoculars,
typewriters, must bs handed, without delesy, to the
Japanese Army on the spot, or to the Liscison Haadovarters.
Sale or transfer cof such articlas is forbidcden.,

It is forbidden to go out during the night (i.e. batween

sunset and dawn).
four ()

It is forbidden to hold moetings of more than thees—(3)

persons: to walk in groups of more than three-{3) parsons.
‘R‘ut"r\ “H

The doors of houses, compartments and aspartments rust

be left open.,

10 Earch 1946

The Commander-in-Chiecf
of ths Japanesc Arny.
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PRCCLAI'ATION No. 3

To all Government Officials, as well as Technicians of
French administration, who desire to remain in their
present position and collaborate with the new government,
must, without delay, state their intention to their
respective administrations.

Government officials or technicians whose reruest
to retain their position is agreed upon will receive the
same salary as before.

The same rule will apply to technicisns or experts
of private factories or firms.

March 10, 1945
COMVANDER-IN-~CEIEF of the

JAPANESTE ARMY

FRCCLANVATICN No., 4
To All Indo-Chinese Police Officials:

The Japanes2 Army declares that it has just besen
compelled to cerry out the disarming of the police forces
with the only 2im of putting an end to the activities of
the French Police officials.

The Japanese Army intends, by granting Indo-
Chinese police officials the same treatment as before, and
by protecting them, to re-establish as soon as possible the
operation of the various police organisms and to institute
"Indo-Chinese Police organisms".

The preservation of public order being mainly
dependent on the cctivities of the police organisms of the
Indo-Chineso members of the Police Force arz invited to
show their confidence in the Japanese Army to return to the
competent police office immediately and carry out their work
aS praviously.

Merch 10, 1945

Commander-in-Chief of the
Japanese Army
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PROCLAVATION No. 6

The Supreme Commander of the Japanese Armed Forces consider-
ing the present sitvatiocon orders that the operations of the
Bank of Indo~China be temporarily suspended but intends that
they should be resumed as soon as possible.

Among the persornel of that bank all those who wish
to collaborate with the Japanese Army will be authorized to
keep their position as beiorz. They must, therefore, be
present at the office without being alarmed.

March 10, 1945

Supreme Commander
Japancse Army.

“ROCLALATICI No, 7

Every perscn committing tha following actions will
be puvt to death or severly punished accorédine to martisl law:

l. Any action of treachery towards the Japanese Army,
2. Espionage,

3. Any destructive or harmful action to railroads, telephone,
telegraph, canals, installations, factories, buildings,
etc. used by the Japsnzse Army.

4, Any action preijudicial to the personnel of the Japanese
Army.

Destruction of weapcns, ammunition or all other property
of the Japanesc Arny.

5. All actions like the illicit profit or unlawful profit,
blackmarket, etc. which are contrary to the principles
of the Japanese Arny and z2re lieble to disturh the
cconomic system.

6. All other =actions contrary to the prohibitions promulgated
by the Commander-in-Chief of the Japanase arnmy.

7. A&ll szctions, attempts or accomplices in the above mentioned
activities.

10 March 1945

Commander~-in-Chief,
Japanes? Army.



Doc. No. 2634 Page 95

PRCCLAMATION No. 8

The Supreme Commander of the Japanese Army orders that the
operations of the Bank of Indo-China, which had been sus-

pended, be resumed as of larch 15th.

The operations of that bank will be carried out
under the conditions of the moratorium hereafter mentioned.
The conditions of the moratorium are:

1. Each client 200 piast-2s maximum per day.
2. Bach cliant 2,000 piastres maximum per month.
15 Larch 1944
Supreme Commander,

Japanase Army.

FROCLAIATICH No, Q

I. All Franch Nationels (except those who are suthorizad

to remain in their present position) will have within the
naxt 10 days (from the date of the present proclamation)

to remove themselves =nd their property to one of the saven
(7) towns here mentionsd =nd cohabitate in the houses of the
Frerch inhabitants:

Hanoi, Vinh, Hue, Nha-trang, Saigon (with
the exception of Cholon), Phnom~-penh and Vientiane.

II., The following regulations will be observed at the time
of the removal above mentionad:

INE
1. Only tggzservants will be allowed.

2., Any person in a serious state of illnass,
together with the person nursing him or her, may, with the
parmission of the local authoritics, postpone her departure
until she is able to travel,.

3. The inhabitants of the saven towns above
mentionad must, without de2lay, have the members of their
families, 2s well as their servants (only one is permitted),
registered at the local office of the Liaison Headgquarters.

Parsons moving to the seven designated towns must
rogister in the sone w2y when they arrive in the town.

Commander-in-Chief
Japanes2 Army.
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' PRCCLAIATICK No. 10

The steps taken recertly by the Japanese Army, as it
has been clearly stated in the official communique of the
Government of Japan, are the consequence only of the lack
of sincerity of the French authorities in Indo-China in
the carrying out of the agrecment for the common dafense
of the country.

e L Y e

- —
g

The Japanese Army, in view of the present military
situation, is fully prepared to insure or assume the total
rosponsibility of the defense of Indo-China in collabora-
tion with the peoples of indo-China.

Qur first task, therefore, is to reassure the pogulation
-nd re-establish public order so that the defense of Indo-
China be thus quickly strengthened,

’ It goes without saying that the Japanesz Army 1n no
way intends to change the autochthonous organization of

the government: that It will respect all dacrees and de=-
cisions in force+* that IT will maintain the administrative
organisms in existence and will protect without discrimina-
tion all government exployees who wish to work with 1t.

Consequently, goverrment amployees, and members of the
Council of Notables, must endeavor to discharge their duty
a2t all times with reference to the principles mentioned
above and trusting the Japanese Army entirely.

As to the inhabitants in general who collaborate with
it, their lives and property, as well as their rights 2nd
interests, will be protected. Thsy may, therefore, have
antire confidence in the Japancsc Army a2nd devote themselves
to the work of reconstrvction of the new Indo-China, together
with government personnel and members of the Councii of
Notabhles.

The Japanese Army will support any endeavor to satisfy
thic eagor desire of indepsndenceg, so decr to all the peoples
of Indo-Chine. It declares at the same time that it 1is
its firm intention to fulfill the duties incumbent upon It
for the defense of Indo-China, in collaboration =with the
shove-nentioned peoples, and to help their sincere national
movement in conformity with the fundamental principles of the
declaration of Greater East Asia,

March 12, 1945
Commander-in-Chiaf,
Japanesa Army
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PROCTANATICN No, 11

Tre Commander-in-Chief of the Japanese Army, in view
of the new state of affairs created in Indo-Chine, and
responding to the aspirations of the population, plans
to carry out tha necessary raforms in the administrative,
economic and other fields. Such an enterprise will re-
quire time.

Bven though the administrative organization, the laws
and regulations in force must be reformed, their instant
nullification, before the contemplated changes are realized,
will cause an immedistely interruption in the functioning w
of the administrative organization of Indo-China. In con-
saouence, chaos and disorder will follow, endangering tha
sgeurity of the populcstion.

Therefore, as it has been sz2id in the previous pro-
clamztions, it is confirmed that:

The axisting administraztive orgcnism, the laws and
regulations =2re, in principls, cond for the time being,
maintained such as they are.

A1l governmenrt officials, whoevar they may be, who
collaborate with the Japanese Army will be protected and
kept on nctive service.

Order is given to all governcent officizsls now on
duty, =2s well ns to all notabilities, to fulfil their task
assidvously, each at his post. Conseruently governrcnt
officials and notabilities who lcyally discharge tineir
functions, and act in conformity with the spirit of the
Japanesz Army, as well as the civilian population, both
native and French, who collaborate with them, are considered
es collaborators of the Japanese Army, which spares no
effort for the building of the new Indo-China.

Every one must set aside every personal feeling and
group loyalties: all government officials and clvlillians
must melt into =2 unified bloec in the pursuit of their own
tosks, according to the present organization ~nd hierarchicel
order.

Those who, inbued with their psrsonal feslings, act
contrary to that spirit; thos> who slander others, or who
act irresponsibly, thus hampering the restoration of all
séninistretive, asconomic =2nd other organisms, ard disturb-
ing order a2nd security, will be sovorely punished in con-
formity with military discipline.

April 11, 1945

Commander-ir-Chief Jaran2se Army.
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I, Saburo IAWAMURA, certify that I was Chief of
Staff of the Japanese Forces in French Indo China
from December 1942 to kay 1945 and that I recognize
the attached InternationalProsecution Section docu-
ments, 2634-A through 2634—J, as being the proclama-
tions issued in Indo China betwsen 10 March 1945 and
11 April 1945 in the name of the Commandar-in-Chief
of the Japanese Foreces, General Yuitsu TSUCHIHASEI.
I further certify that these proclamations were
issued with the approval of General TERAUCLI,
Commandar-in-Chief of the Southern Army and were the
result of an overall order from Tokyo.

/s’ S, Iawamura_
Saburo HAWALTURA

Witness: Eric W. Fleisher

ERIC W. FLEISHER
2nd Lt, AUS

Sworn. before this 18th day of
September, 1946, at Tokyo, Japan.

W ————

REED LAWTON  Summary Court

1st Lt, FA
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PROCLAMATION NO, 2

TO THE FRENCH POPULATION OF INDO-CHINA,

The Japanese Army regrets to declare that the friendly
relatlons which existed between Japan and French Indo-China
can no longer be maintained as a result of the change in
circumstances.

However, the Japanese Army only fights against those
who, upon the order of the present government and its troops,
oppose the Japanese Army, and it retains its friendship
towards the French people as heretofore.

The French population may, therefore, trusting the
Japanese Army, and refraining from any unconsidered action,
continue to live in peace and security.

It must, to this end, observe the following rules:

l, Those who desire to remain in their present position
and collaborate with the new government must, without

delesy, present themselves to the respective offices
and s%ate their intention..

2e It is forbidden to travel or move house without per-
mission.,

3. Fire arms, ammunition, radio sets, cameras, binoculars,
typewriters, must be handed, without delay, to the
Japanese Army on the spot, or to the Liaison Headquarters,

oale or transfer of such articles is forbidden.

4, It i1s forbidden to go out during the night (i.e. between
sunset and dawn).

5. It is forbidden to hold meetings of more than three (3)
persons; to walk in groups of more than three (3) persons,

6., The doors of houses, compartments and apartments must
be left open.

10 March 1945

The Commander-in-Chief
of the Japanese Army.

TMT 496 8




PROCLAMATION No, 3

To all Government Officials,as well as Technicians of French
administration,who desire to remain in their present position
and collaborate with the new governnent, must, without delay,
state their intention to their respective administrations.

L 1!'"."-_- -

Government officials or technicians whose request to
retain their position is agreed upon will receive the same

salary as before.

- f—#l r""“ L ]

The same rule will apply to technicians or experts
of private factories or firms.

March 10, 1945

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF of the
JAPANESE ARMY

PROCLAMATION No, 4
To 211 Indo-Chinese Police Officials:

The Japanese Army deelares that it has just been
compelled to carry out the disarming of police forces with
the only aim of putting an end to the activities of the

French Police officials.

The Japanese Army intends, by granting Indo-Chinese ;
police officilals the same treatmen% as before, and by protect- o
| ing them, to re-establish as soon as possible the operation o
| of the various police organisms and to institute "Indo-Chinese ias

Police organisms".

] The preservation of public order being mainly de- _
: pendent on the activities of the police organisms of the Indo- T,
Chinese members of the Police Force are invited to show their )

confidence in the Japanese Army to return to the competent
police office immediately and carry out their work as previously.

March 10, 1945

Commander-in-Chief of the
Japanese Army
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PROCLAMATION No, 6

The Supreme Commander of the Japanese Armed Forces consider-
ing the present situation orders that the operations of the
Bank of Indo-China be temporarily suspended but intends that

they should be resumed as soon as possible.

| Among the personnel of that bank all those who wish
to collaborate with the Japanese Army will be authorized to
5 kxeep their position as pefore. They must therefore, be

~ present at the office without being alarmeé

March 10, 1945

Supreme Commander
Japanese Army.

PROCLAMATION No, 7

Every person committing the following actions will be
put to death or severely punished_according to martial law:

1, Any action of treachery towards the Japanese Army,

o, Esplonage,

s Any destructive or harmful action to railroads, telephone,
telegraph, canals, installations, factories, bulldings,

ete., used by the Japanese Army.

4, Any action prejudicial to the personnel of the Japanese Army.

%X Destruction of weapons, ammunition Or a1l other property
of the Japanese Armye.

5, All actions like the illicit profit or unlawful profit,

blackmarket, etc. which are contrary to the principles
of the Japanese Army and are liable to disturb the economic

system. 3
s

6. All other actlons contrary to the prohibltions promulgated .
by the Commander-in-Chief of the Japanese ATMY. B

complices in the above mentioned

7, All actions, attempts or ac

. .

activities.
10 March 1945
Commander-in-Chief,
Japanese Army.
IMT 496 10
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PROCLAMATION No, 8 4

The Supreme Commander of the Japanese Army orders .that the ! |
operations of the Bank of Indo-China, which had been sus- 1

pended, be resumed as of March 15th.

The operations of that bank will be carried out under
the conditions of the moratorium hereafter mentioned., The
conditions of the moratorium are:

1. Each client 200 plastres maximum per day.
5. BEach client 2,000 piastres maximum per month.

15“Harch'1945

Supreme Commander,
Japanese Army.

PROCLAMATION No. 9

I, All French Nationals (except those who are authorized to
remain in their present position) will have within the next
10 days (from the date of the present proclamation) to remove
themselves and their property to one of the seven (7) towns
here mentioned and cohabitate in the houses of the French in-

habitants: 5

Hanoi, Vinh, Hue, Nha-trany, saigon (with the £
exception of Cholon), Phnom-penh and Vientiane. |
i

1I. The following regulations will be observed at the time of 3
the removal above mentioned: .

1, Only two servants will be allowed. ;'

2, Any person in a serious state of 1llness, together

_with the person nursing him or her, may, with the permission
of the local authorities, postpone her departure until she is

able to travel.

I Ihe inhabitants of the seven towns above mentioned
must, without delay, have the members of their families, as
well as their servants (only one 1s permitted), registered at
the local office of the Liaison Headquarters.

Persons moving to the seven designated towns must regis-
ter in the same way when they arrive in the town.

Command er-in-Chief
Japanese Army.

IMT 496 17
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PROCLAMATION No, 10

the carrying out of the agreement for the common defense
of the country.

The Japanese ATrmYy, in view of the present military
situation, is fully prepared to insure or assume the total
responsibility of the defense of Indo-China in collabora-

tion with the peoples of Indo-China,

Our first task,therefore, 1s to reassure the population
and re-establish public order SO that the defense of Indo-
China be thus aquickly strengthened.

1t goes without saying that the Japanese Army in no
way intends to change the autochthonous organization of

the governmentj that It will respect all decrees and de-
cisions in force; that IT will maintain the administrative
organisms 1in existence and will protect without discrimina-
tion all government employees*whO'wish to work with 1T.

Conseaquently, government employees,and members of the
council of Notables, must endeavor to discharge their duty
at all times with reference tO the principles mentioned
above and trusting the Japane€se Army entirely.

As to the inhabitants 1in general who collaborate with

it, their lives and property, &S well as the
interests, will be protected. They mays, therefore, have
entire confidence in the Japanese Army and devote themselves
to the work of reconstruction of the new Indo-China, together

with government personnel and members of the Council of
Notables.

The Japanese€ Army will support any endeavor TO satisfy

the eager desire of independence, t

of Indo-China. 1t declares at the same time that it 1is

its firm intention to fulfill the duties incumbent upon 1t

for the defens€ of Indo-China, in collaboration.with.the above-
nentioned peopless and to help their sincere national move-=
ment 1in conformity with the fundamental principles of the

declaration of Greater East Asia.

March 12, 1945
Commander-in-Chief,
Japanese Army

IMT 496 12
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