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U. 5. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY

(PACIFIC) /*'L ~
APQ 234 - A 'asﬁ?
C/O POSTMASTER SAN FRAWCISCO e

INTERROGATION NO 433 i PLACE: (MO0 4 ' Skp
(Jap Intel No 46) . DATH 4 Eovsl '

Division of Origin: Jepanese Intelligence Section,
20 e

Subject: Intelligence duties of s Communications Office: /"fﬂét

L]

of Destroyer and Cruiser Squadrons.

PersonlInterrogated and Background:

Gomn;e.nder HANDA , Nikichi, IJ'N.-
1930: Gradunted from Academy. :
1936: Graduated from Communications School,

1941(0ct): Communications Sieff Officer of 3rd Degtroyer
Squadron. |

1943(May) ¢ Communicetions Steff Officer of 5th Cruiser
: Squadron.

1944; _Instructor at Neval Communications Scho01.
1945(May) Communicetions Staff Officer, YOKOSUKA Naval Distric:

Where Interviewed: Meiji Building.‘

Interrogstor: Lt. Comdr, F SHACKELFORD, USKHR.
Internreter: Mr. J. H, T=34.

Allied Officers Present: None, i

SUMMARY ¢

Commander HADA, sg Staff CommuniCEtions Officer for Destroyer
and Cruiser Squadrons, devoted sbhonut 10% of his time to intelligerce
duties which consisted mainly of estimating enenmy strengfh, dispcsi-

tion and locrtion, There wes no intelligence Officer on the Staff

-

of either destroyer or cruiser squadron,

W YN g 218

W Quoyny |

P JRENENL)

| A0Sy IN3a
i J’tiﬂ.-"lnﬁ-")" - ) el
"m 'mw T T e e

e sl .‘w"r' a LT

ST ™ 'r_q—. e
'l-r.ﬁr‘.l. e I -i_\' -~ "1-"'.." =15 .

.- b
=

i -
'\":_ — =

__ P e A o e ] | W Lt ]
ei=> ey i iy, M i Ty

R SRR C ST T e

= ol
s F e

e

s : v -.___j-.. ':!:_1"."_'"’.";‘




il b B ¥
= e R

Bl

By P T

Y T R T R s
bl g ) B 5T oy S vy

t

-

T P R R N P A T R e e fﬂw\“‘*‘?’ﬁi’*@"ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%w*m GG & e L T T st o4 e R H N S s D P S

Interrog-tion of Comdr. HANDA, Nikichi, IJN,

_““_“_HH““__-—___-_—-"“_‘-'“—_“"*_ﬂm_ﬂ

Q.1. VWhat were your duties as Staff Communications Officer for the

destroyer and cruiser squadrons.

:+,  Supervision of communications work for the Staff.

L ]

Q.2. To what extent did your work concern intelligence?

i. I devoted ebout 10% of my time to such duties.

Q.23. 4and just what were those duties?

4, Based on-dispatches from the Genoral Steff and from the fleets

and based on my own erxperience, I would estimate your disposition,
location, strength, speed and course. I did not premare our sction
renorts. This wes done by the Serior Stoff Officer.

Q.4, In whet actions vere you engaged?
A, MaALLY STRAITS and MIDWAY,
R.5. 4&nd whet oppogsition did vou expect ot MIDWAY?

«. 250 landbased aireraft which ny senior officer thought wes too
Ligh, and one to two carriers. But so far ns wour crrriers were

concernad we thought we souvld diseble them before wou struck us., I
was on the DD SENDAI ~t the time,

Q.6. What reports of battle damage did you rcceive?l
&, We raoceived two reports, aFCh saying thet 2 corriers were on fire,
Commurications then broke down snd the messages became bedly gerbled.

I didn't know thet four of our carriers were sunk at MID 'AY until »
wvord later,

Q.7. VWes there an intelligence officer on the Stoff of either the
destroyer or cruiser squadron to Which vou were atteched?

. Niy.

A
R.8. Insofer =zs you know, whot Jenrnese shins hrd intelligen
officers during the Wer?

A. None of them evcept mossibly the e=rriers late in the War. Some
of them may have hod YOMUSHI,

Q.9. "Yho were YOMUSHI?

A. They were reserve officers treincd a2t the YOKOSUKA Communications
School for six months. BEach new cless was divided into two entirely
separate groups, one studying communic-tions and the other code.

Those who d1dn't do well in code or who were disinterested in 1t wero
designetcd YOMUSHI, I don't think these latter reslly ever did mueh

intelligence work =fter leaving the School, They hendled paper and
adrinistrotive deteils,

1.10. How meny reserve officers were trained as YOMUSHI during the

War?

&. I don't know, but I think about 2860,

Q.11. You became comnunicetions officer of the YOKOSUKA Naval
District in May of this vear. What woere wvour duties?

&, Meintenance and construction of communicstions equipment. We were
so busy devoting our time to preparirg our communications for the de-
fense of the Home Islerds, I had no time for enyvthing élse,
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Interrogﬁtion of Comdr, HaNDa, Wilkichi, IJ , (contd)

4. DNo, and in my opinicn the Navy never pnlaced enough emphesis on
ntelli zoence throuchout the War,
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