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: European Commission, Communication from the Commission

to the European Parliament and the Council — A New EU
Framework to Strengthen the Rule of Law, at 2 and 4; 19
March 2014; COM(2014) 158 final/2

(http://ec.europa.eu/justice/effective-justice/files/com 2014 158 en.pdf).

: Road Accident Fund and Another v. Mdeyide (CCT 10/10) [2010]

ZACC 18; 2011 (1) BCLR 1 (CC); 2011 (2) SA 26 (CC) (30 September
2010); para. [8]: “This Court has repeatedly emphasised the vital role
time limits play in bringing certainty and stability to social and legal
affairs and maintaining the quality of adjudication. Without
prescription periods, legal disputes would have the potential to be
drawn out for indefinite periods of time bringing about prolonged
uncertainty to the parties to the dispute. The quality of adjudication by
courts is likely to suffer as time passes, because evidence may have
become lost, witnesses may no longer be available to testify, or their
recollection of events may have faded. The quality of adjudication is
central to the rule of law. For the law to be respected, decisions of

courts must be given as soon as possible after the events giving rise to
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disputes and must follow from sound reasoning, based on the best
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