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^r cfarc.

The materials of this work wore originally collated in Jajian

to assist my students in their English studies, and a Japanese

edition of the Dictionary ippeared in the year 1888. The

phrases that recur so often in English books and in conversa-

tion, conveying a meaning to the native English ear which a

rational dissection of their component parts quite fails to

supply, had not previously been collected in a handy volume.

An excellent work, it is true, by a Chinaman, Kwong^s Dic-

tionary of English Phrases, came out about ten years ago.

The author received in its compilation valuable help from

eminent American scholars, and its definitions and examples

are excellent. The objections to the work are, first, that

British, as distinguished from American phrases, are con-

spicuous by their absence ; secondly, that the arrangement is

arljitrary and confusing ; thirdly, that the examples, though

apt and good in themselves, do not bear the A-ery useful

imprimatur of some well-known author's name. They are

made for tlie occasion, instead of having been picked up in

reading. A fourth objection to the work is, that it is largely

made up of definitions of single words.



Abide
r s i
L ° J Account

^oif^!^'
"''''' ^^-'^ ''''^'' '" ^^^"- *« ^lepart'^fi^JiiiT^T^y

AVho is the happy warrior?
It is the generous spirit
Who, with a natural instinct to discern
A\ hat knowledge can perform, is diligent to learnAbides by this resolve, and stops not there

ThP r„l»c „
^"' '"*!'«^ ^'^ moral being his first care.-WoRDSwoETHThe rules were fixed, and I must abide by them.-TvvDALL

Counsellor Molyneux steadily abided by L word.-M.K.rEx,CE .okxh.

^chTat"^fctTt"''^°?f^=.
without trickery. C. The man whocheatb at cards keeps his hands under the table or board.

boLd r'^^Crie^'
'""'" '^ "'' '''''^'- " ^^^^ --^'^ y-^ be fair and above-

Now all is open and above-board with you.-A. Tkollope.

^^In^A^^^"
'^'"'-

t^'-f
«"'-(^) to feign sickness or distress. S.An Abraliam-man ni England was a licensed beggar, who on accountof niental weakness, had been placed in the Abrffan Ward rBetrehem Hospital, and was allowed on certain days to go a-begginc Nu-merous impostors took advantage of this privilege.

I have heard people say
That sham Abraham you may ?J

Prr, T 1 ^f' ^°,'^ mustn't sham Abraham Newland.-Frowi an Old 9m,n 1

(b) to dissimulate
; to pretend ignorance. S.

noL^Llre\gJrnesl'n°d Spfd^tio^" '' Com°'
^'""'^.°^" '^^^ ^'^- ^--^' -"^

sham Abraham."-S. Warren '
'
''

'
'^^^'' ^^^' ^° "'« '^^y to

Abroad.-^?/ abroad-{a) in a state of mental perplexity F

Wits, and went on with tLlnvLsation Ho.MBr'
'''^' ' '^" ""'' '" '^^°^" ''-

^^He .s such a poor, cracked, crazy creature, with his mind aU abroad,-A. Trox.-

—^^having^the senses confused; without complete control of one's

.;tiS';r^S]tS^---^;^^as.^^^^
The .schoolmaster is abroad-good education is spreading everywhere P

otJ:^;Sr^r:;^:S;!,;:^;iJ;^ - ''« -hing in this age. There is an!
CHnt. The schnoInLter Ifab oa".' andV tr« toM?' """; '"rP^' ""'^'""
against the soldier in full military ar;ay -Lord BrovIh;^m

"'' "'"' '" '*"'""•

Account.-0« a-co../-in part payment. A business phrase, used



Acknowledge [ 9 ] ^^

when two persons have dealings with each other, and the account

between tliem is only partly settled by any payment.

"Give the driver this half sovereign," whispered Captain Ablewhite. "Jell him
it is on account, and that he has a good fare."—B. L. Farieon.

To fjive a good account of—to be successful with. F.

The terrier gave a good account of the rats (was successful in killing many of them).

To lay one's account xcith—to expect ; to look forward to. P.

Tlie jurors must have laid their account with appearing (expected to appear) before

the Star Chamber.

—

Hallam.

To take into account—to make allowance for. C.

As to its adventurous beginning, and all those little circumstances which gave it a

distinctive character and relish, he took them into account.—Dickens.

Acknowledge.— To acknowledge the corn— to admit the truth of a

statement. S.

" What did the man say when you arrested him?"—" He said he was drunk."

—

" I want his precise words, just as he uttered them. He did not use the pronoun he,

did he?"—"Oh yes, he did; he said he was drunk—he acknowledged the com."
The Court (getting impatient at witness's stupidity), " You don't understand me ; I

want the words as he uttered them. Did he say, '/ was drunk'?" Witness (zeal-

ously),
'

' Oh no, your honour ; he didn't .'ay you was drunk. I would not allow

any man to charge that upon you in my presence ! "—Law Magazine, 1SS7.

A.ct.^—To act a part—to behave hypocritically; to conceal one's real

feelings. P.

Miss Wilmot's reception was mi.xed with seeming neglect, and yet I could perceive

she acted a studied part (designedly concealed her real feelings).

—

Goldsmith.
Was the young man acting a part, or was he really ignorant of the rumour?—War.

Black.

Act of God—an event which cannot be prevented by any human fore-

sight, but is the result of imcontroUable natural forces : for example,

when a ship is struck by lightning and destroyed. P.

The act of God, fire, and all the dangers and accidents of the sea, are not accepted

as ordinary risks.

To have act or part—another form of to have art or jjart. See Akt.

But I declare I had neither act nor part in applying the thumbscrew to the Span-

ish captain.—G. A. S.\la.

To act 7ip to a promise ov jwofession—to behave in a suitable way, con-

sidering what promises or profession one has made ; to fulfil what one

promises or professes to regard as a duty. P.

It isn't among sailors and fishei-men that one finds genuine blackguardism. They
have their code, such as it is, and upon the whole I tliink they act up to it.—W. E.

NoKKis, in Good Words, 1887.

Ad.

—

Ad ainzandum, or to avizandum—into further consultation and

consideration. C. A Scottish legal phrase. Latm.

Meanwhile I shall take your proposal nd avizandum (consider your proposal more

carefully).



Adam
[ If^ ] Addresses

Ad interim—for the meantime ; sen-ing for the present interval. P.

Latin.

The work is hard, but not hopeless ; and the road to success does not lie through

an ad interim teaching of false creeds.—.s>cc(afor, 1SS7.

The divorce (of Josephine) may indeed be said to have actually taken place ; yet

the cruel obligation was laid on her of being, in fact, ad interim, the deputy of her

successor.

—

Temple Bar, 1SS7.

Ad libitum—as much as you please ; to any extent. P. Latin.

Very well, gentlemen, torture your prisoners ad libitum; I shall interfere no

more.

—

Reade.
And, with true Macaulayan art, they are so arranged as to suggest their being but

specimens from a store which might be drawn on ad libitum.—National Revievj,

1SS7.

Ad nauseam—until people are tired and sick of the subject. P.

And so on, and so on ad nauseam, proceeds that anonymous retailer of petty

scandal.

—

Edinburgh Reviev), 1887.

Ad valorem—according to the value. P. Latin.

An ad valorem duty of five per cent, is imposed on all goods coming into Japan.

Adam.—The old Adam—the evil nature within a man. C. Originally

a religious j)hrase.

But Dan was not to be restrained, and breaking into the homespun (colloquial)—

a

sure indication that the old Adam was having the upper hand—he forthwith plunged

into some chaff, etc.

—

Haxl Caise.

Adcmi's ale or Adam''s luine—pure water. C.

"We'll drink Adam's ale.

—

Hood.
Some take a glass of porter to their dinner, but I slake my thirst with Adam's

wine.

Son ofAdam—a man. C.

But as aU sons of Adam must have something or other to say to the rest, and

especially to his daughters, this little village carried on some commerce with the

outer world.

—

Bl.4ckmore.
Exp.—But as aU men need to have friendly intercourse with other men, and

especially with icomen, this little village, though very retired, carried on some deal-

ings with the outer world.

Adam's apple—the projection in the neck under the chin. P.

Having the noose adjusted and secured by tightening above his Adam's apple.

—

Daily Telegraph, 1865.

Not to know a man from Adam—to be quite unacquainted witli him
;

to be unable to recognize him. F.

"To my knowledge," again interposed Mr. Lethbridge, "I have never seen his

face. I shouldn't know him from Adam if lie stood before me now."—B. L. Farjeon.
Royston then asked him if the drunken man was his friend ; but this the other

denied, saying that he had just picked him up from the foot-path, and did not know
him from Adam.—Ferous AV. Hume.

Addresses.—To pay one's addre.'ises to—to court ; to approach a lady as

a suitor for her hand in nuvrriage. P.

He was enul to be paying his addresses to Lady Jane Sheepshanks, Lord South-

down's thii-ii daughter.— Tiiackerav.



. Advantage [11 ]
Airs

Advantage.—To advanlaijt—favourably ; in a good light. P.

To see the lower portion of this glacier to advantage.

—

Tynd/Vll.

To take advantage of—io use for the furtherance of one's own pur-

poses. P.

Here was material enough for the craft of William to take advantage of.

—

Free-
MAN.

Affaire.—Affaire de co^zir—affair of tlie licart ; a love atlair. C. A
French phrase.

He had travelled abroad in the interval, and passed through a very serious affaire

de ccenr.—Quart^rbj Review, 1SS7.

After.—Afier all—nevertheless ; when all things are considered. P.

Generally used to introduce some circumstance of a more favourable

or pleasing nature.

Yet after all he was a mere mortal.

—

Washington Ikvino.
"After all, Balfour," said Mr. Jewsbury with philosophic resignation, "there are

compensations in life."

—

Wm. Black.

After a man's own soxd or heart—exactly what he likes or admires.

" Give me a kiss, my dear boy," said Fagan, with tears in his eyes. " You're after

my own soul."

—

Thackebay.
It was, indeed, a representative gathering, after the Talberts' own hearts.

—

Hugh
Conway.

Afternoon.—An afternoon farmer—one who loses the best time for

work ; a lazy, dilatory man. F.

John was too much of an afternoon farmer to carry on the business successfully.

Exp.—John's habits were too dilatory for him to succeed in the business.

Age.—To come of age—to reach the age of twenty-one, when tlie law

permits a man to manage his own affairs. P,

She was now nearly tweuty-three. Having, when she came of age, succeeded to

her late mother's third of old Talbert's possessions, she was independent both by age

and by income.—Hugh Conway

Agog.—All arjofj—in a state of activity or restless expectation. F.

So three doors off the chaise was stayed.

Where they did all get in :

Six precious souls, and all agog

To dash through thick and thin.—Cowper.
jBxT).—Six precious souls, and very eager to dash through every obstacle.

He found the village all agog with expectation.

—

Reade.

Agreeable.— To make the agreeable to—to strive to entertain; to be a

pleasant companion to. C.

With which laudable and manly resolution our dashing major proceeded to make
the agreeable to his guests.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

Airs.—To give oneselfairs—to be conceited or arrogant in bcliaviour. C.

" And these girls used to hold their heads above mine, and their mother used to

- give herself such airs," said Mrs. Baynes.

—

Thackkdav.



Aladdin [ 12 ] AH

In the air—(a) prevalent ; found everywliei-e. C.

These expressions and points of view were not peculiar to Philo. They were, so

to speak, in the air.—F. AV. Fakrae,
He is alive to the fact that " socialistic risings" are in the air all over Europe.

—

Spectator, Feb. IS, ISSS.

(/;) (in military usage) without support or proper protection.

The extreme left of the Allied front was, in military dialect, "in the air"—that is,

protruded into the open country, without natural or artificial protection to its

outer flank.

—

Gardner.

(c) unsubstantial; visionary; having no real existence. P. Gener-

ally after the word castles.

And if our dwellings are castles in the air, we find them excessively splendid and
commodious.

—

Thackeray.

Aladdin.—Aladdin's lamp—a lamp which gave its owner, or rather the

person who rubbed it, everything he wished. P. See Arabian

Nights' Entertainments.

Goodwill is almost as expeditious and effectual as Aladdin's lamp.

—

Maria Edge-
worth.
In all its (the career of Henry IV.) vicissitudes there is nothing more romantic

than that sudden change, as by a rub of Aladdin's lamp, from the attorney's office in

a county town of Illinois to the helm of a great nation in times like these.—J. E.

Lowell on Abraham Lincoln.

Alert.— On tJie alert—watchful; ready to observe whatever is

passing. P.

But those who were stationed at the look-out were equally on the alert.

—

Capt.
Marrtat.
The Paris student .... whose fierce republicanism keeps gendarmes for ever on the

alert.

—

Thackeray.

All.—All along. See Aloxg.

To bt all things to another—to accommodate oneself in every way to his

wants, moods, or caprices. C.

She had sworn that more than ever she would be all tilings to her husband.

—

JIarion Crawford.

On all fours. See Four.

All in all—(a) supreme; all-powerful; of the first importance. P.

The then Prime Minister was all in all at O.xford.—A. Tkollope.
Fashion, you know, ladies, is all in all in these things, a:; in everything else.

—

Maria Edoeworth.

{b) the dearest object of afiFection. P.

Desdemona, a happy young wife, till a wicked enchanter's breath suddenly wraps
her in a dark cloud, is all in all to (intensely loved and admired by) her husband.

—

Blackwood's Mtujddnc, lt!S7.

Mamma and I are all in all together, and we shall remain together.—A. Tkollope.
I was all in all to him then.

—

Tuackerav.

(c) (adverbially) completely; entii'ely. P.

Take liim for all in all,

I shall not look upon his like again.

—

Siiakespe.\ke.



Alma [ 13 ] Along

Trust me not at all or all in all.—Tennyson.
When he (Lord Carteret) dies, tlie best head in England dies too, take it for all in

all (if we consider the matter in every aspect).—Ciiestekfield.

To be all one—to make no ditrerence. F.

Mr. Carker presently tried a canter,—Rob was still in attendance,— then a sliort

gallop. It was all one to the boy.

—

Dickens.

All of a heap. See Heap.

All {in) mi/ eye and Betty Martin—nonsense; not to be believed. Fonnd
also in tlie contracted form, All (in) mi/ eye. S. This phrase is at

least three hundred years old.

Says he, " It fairly draws tears from me," and his weak eye took to lettin' off its

water. So as soon as the chap went, he winks to me with t'other one, quite knowin',

as much as to say, You see it's all in my eye, Slick ; but don't let on to any one

about it that I said so.

—

IIaliburton.
Exp.—'He said, "It really draws tears from me," and his weak eye began to let

off its water. So as soon as the man went, he winked to me with the other one,

quite slyly, as if to say, You see it's all humbug. Slick ; but do not tell any one that

I said so.

Why, she told him you were rather nervous about horses, and that you were

rather .ilarraed at what I said about the old mare. That was all my eye, you know.
She (the mare) is as quiet as an old cow.

—

Rhoda Br.ouoHTox.

All the same—nevertheless; notwithstanding. F.

The captain made us trim the boat, and we got her to lie a little more evenly. All

the same, we were afraid to breathe.—R. L. Sievenson.
A talk on ethics does not carry young people at a hand-gallop into the depths of

emotion. It has its tendency, all the same.—Mus. E. Lynn Linton.

All serene—A^erygood; all right. S. At one time a popular street cry

in London.

" You will meet me to-night at the railway station, and bring me the money."
" All serene " (Yes, I shall meet you and bring the money).
Tom peeped under the bonnet, and found it, as he expressed himself, all

serene.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

All there—clever; able; possessing quick faculties. C.

Our friend the judge is all there, I can tell you, and knows what he is about.

Exp.—Our friend the judge is a clever man, I assure you, and fully understands

how best to act.

All and sundry—every one without distinction. P.

Finally, he invited all and sundry to partake freely of the oaten cake and ale that

he had himself brought from Ballymena.

—

Hall Caine.

Alma.—Alma mater—nourisliing mother. A name often a]i])lied to a

university by its graduates. P. Latin.

The good men,—they who have any character, they who have that within them
which can reflect credit on their alma mater,—they come through (their course of

study at the university) scathless.—A. Tkollope.

Along.—A long o/—owing to ; because of. P.

" I never had such luck, really," exclaimed coquettish Miss Price, after another
hand or two. " It's all along of you, Mr. Nickleby, I think."—Dickens.



Alpha
[ 14 ] Angel

All alonfj—Auvixig its whole existence ; the whole time. P.
This impost was all along felt to be a great burden. -Freeman.

Alph.^,.~Alpha and ome<ia—t\ie beginning and the end. P. These
are the first and last letters of the Greek alpliabet.

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord -Rev i 8Ihe alpha and omega of science.—Her.schel.
Here we have the beginning and the end, alpha and omega.-DicKEXs.

•A-lt.— ^o he hi alt—to be m an exalted frame of mind. C. An exjires-
sion taken from the vocabulary of music.

"Come, prithee be a little less in alt," cried Lionel, "and answer a man when he
speaks to you.' —Madame D'Aeblay.

Altar.— 7^0 lead to the altar—to marry. P.

He to lips that fondly falter

Presses hers without reproof

;

Leads her to the vOIage altar,

And they leave her father's roof.—Tf\n-vson-
On the 15th of May, in the year 1773, I had the honour and happiness to lead to the

altar Honoria, Countess of Lyndon, widow of the late Right Hon. Sir Charles Lyn-
don, K.B.—Thackeray.

Alter.—Alter ego—other self ; one who is very near and dear to a per-
son ; an inseparable friend. P. Latin.

I am his alter ego-n^y, he only sees what I choose to show him, and throush the
spectacles, as it were, that I place on the bridge of his nose.-J. Pay.v.

Amende.—^me«rZe honorable—a, sufficient apolog>' and compensation
for wrong done. P. French.

The result of this determined conduct was an amende honorable and peace -Fort-niyhtly Review, 1SS7. ^ <: run

Amiss.—To take {a thing) amiss—to be offended by it; to resent it. C.
You will not take it amiss if I take a cousin's privilege.—A. Trollope.

AmoVLT.—Amour ^^ropre—self-esteem. P. A French phrase.

^^'\f-
^"/^^"*^' yo» sliould save her amour proprc from the shock of inv rebuff—The Mistletoe Bough, 1SS7.

"

Angel —T'o entertain an angel unawares—to l)e hospitable to a cmest
whose good qualities are unknown. P. See the Bible (Gen. x° iii )

for the origin of the phrase.

He had always esteemed his sister; but as he now confes^sed to himself for these

In the course of the evening some one informed her that ..=he was ontertaininc an

fnSJS?mT "" °' ' '^""''"" °^ "" '''''''' ^'^°"»-- ^V. E Su"
Angels' r/wV.?—pleasant visits, occurring very rarely. P.

How fading are the joys we doto upon,
Like apparitions seen and gone

;



Animal [ 15 ] Apple

But those which soonest take their flight

Are the most exquisite and strong

:

Like angels' visits, short and bright,

Mortality's too weak to bear them long.

—

John Morris.
In visits

Like those of angels, short and far between.—Blair.

The Anrjd of the Schools or the AngcUc Doctor—a name given to Thomas
Aquinas, the great scholastic philosopher. P.

To W7'ite like an angel—to write beautifully (originally of calligraphy,

and not of composition).

This fanciful plirase has a very human origin. Among those learned Greeks who
emigrated to Italy, and came afterwards into France in the reign of Francis I. , was
one Angelo Verjecto, whose beautiful calligraphy excited the admiration of the

learned. The French monarch had a Greek fount cast, modelled by his writing.

His name became synonymous for beautiful writing, and gave birth to that familiar

phrase, "to write like an angel."

—

Isa.^c D'Israeli.

Here lies poet Goldsmith, for shortness called Noll,

Who wrote like an angel, but talked like poor Poll.

—

Garrick.

Animal.—Animal sjni'its— the liveliness that comes from health and

physical exhilaration. P.

She had high animal spirits.—J.4KE Austen.

Ape.—To lead apes—to be an old maid. F. This phrase comes from

an old superstition tliat unmarried women suffered this punishment

after death.

Poor girl, she must certainly lead apes.

—

Mrs. Centlivre.
There was also another young lady, strong and staying as to wind and limb, who

offered to run races with her suitors on the same terms of death or victory. But
Love's Nemesis came upon her too, for no one ever proposed to run with her on

these terms, and she presently grew middle-aged and fat, and said that running races

was unlady-like, and ought to have been discouraged long since, and it was wrong of

her parents to encom'age her. But it was too late ; and now she leadeth apes by a

chain.—Besant.

Appeal.—To appeal to the country—to advise the sovereign to dissolve

Parliament and ask the electors to send up new representatives. P.

As soon as the necessary business could be got through, Parliament would be dis-

solved, and an appeal made to the country (a new election of representatives made).

—

JUSTIK M'Carthy.

Appearance.—To keep vp appearances—to behave in a seemly way

before others.^ C.

He was terribly afraid, likewise, of being left alone with either uncle or nephew

;

appearing to consider that the only chance of safety as to keeping up appearances

was in their being always all three together.—Dickens.

Apple.—Apple of Sodom—a specious thing which disappoints. P.

The so-called "apples of Sodom," as described by Josepluis, had a fair

appearance externally, but when bitten dissolved in smoke and dust.

It will prove, when attained, a very apple of Sodom, dying between the hand and

the mouth.



-^P^"
[ 16 ] Apropos

Like to the apples on the Dead Sea shore,
All ashes to the taste.—Bykon.

Apple of one's eye—a, much-prized treasure. P. The '
' apple of tlie eye "

is the eye-ball, so called from its round shape : something very delicate
and tender.

He kept him as the apple of his eye.—Dent, xxxii. 10.

H^rd'^"'^^*^
^^^^ protected Grace's good repute as the apple of his eye.-TnoMAS

Poor Richard was to me as an eldest son, the apple of my eye.—Scott.

To make apple-pie beds—to fold one of the sheets of a bed (removing the
other) so as to make it impossible for the intendmg occupant to stretcli
his legs ; a common practical joke. P.

No boy in any school could have more liberty, even where all the noblemen's sons
are allowed to make apple-pie beds for their masters (disarrange the beds of their
teachers).—Blackmore.

Aj^ple of discord—Bomethmg which causes strife. P. Eris, the goddess
of hate, threw a golden apple among the goddesses, with this Inscrip-
tion attached, "To the most beautiful." Three goddesses claimed
the prize, and quarrelled over its possession — Hera, Pallas, and
Aphrodite (Venus). Paris, son of Priam, was appointed arljiter, and
decided iii favour of the last.

Not Cytherea (Venus) from a fairer swain
Received her apple on the Trojan plain.—Falcoxer.

It (the letter) was her long contemplated apple of discord, and much her hand
trembled as she handed the document up to him.—Thomas Hardv

This great and wealthy churcli constantly formed an apple of discord (a subject of
quarrel).—Freeman.

Apple-pie o?-cZer-—extreme neatness. C.

The children's garden is in apple-pie order.—Lockhart.
Susan replied that her aunt wanted to put the house in apple-pie order.-READE.

A-px\\.—Afjril fool—one sent on a bootless errand or otherwise deceived
on the first of April—a day reserved for such practical joking. P.

We retired to the parlour, where she repeated to me the strongest assurances of
her love. I thought I was a made man. Alas ! I was only an April fool '-

Apron-String.— r/erZ or pinned to a iroman'.': aproii-.slrini/s—coiithmal\y
in a woman's company, umvilling to quit her side. F."

If I was a fine, young, strapping chap like you, I should be ashamed of being milk-
sop enough to pin myself to a woman's apron-strings.-Drkkx.s
And as for her, with her little husband .langling at lior ai-ron- strings, as a call-

whistle to be blown into wlien she pleases-that she should teacli me my duty '-ATrollope. ' / • •'^•

AliTOpos.—Apropos—to tlie purjiose ; appropriately. C. A French
phrase.



Arab [ 17 ] Arm

Ajtropos de bottes—having no connection with tlie previous conversation.

The secretary, however, was not the man to own himself vanquished, even in anec-

dote, but at once began to descant—very much apropos de holies (without any con-

nection or apparent cause) as it seemed—upon a curious Anglo-French marriage case

that liad that day appeared in the newspapers.—J. Pavn.
" Tliis is a strange remark," said he, " and apropos de boltcs."—R. L. Stevenson.

Apropofi de ritni—apropos of nothing ; irrelevantly.

The story was introduced apropos de rien.

Arab,—A street Arab or Arab of the (/utter—one of the uncared-for

children of our large cities. P,

This enterprise led him (Lord .Shaftesbury) into the heart of the vilest rookeries,

to find places where such schools might be opened, and to hunt up the young Arabs
of the gutter to fill them.

—

Quarterly Review, 18S7.

The hero and heroine began life as street Arabs of Glasgow.—PaZJ Mall Gazette, 1SS3.

Arcades.—Arcades amho—both of them simpletons. C. Latin,

He distrusted the people as much as the aristocracy, and ridiculed the fossillzation

of Toryism equally with tlie fluidity of Radicalism. "Arcades amho," he used to

say, with his serene smile.

—

Mes. E. Lynn Linton.

Arm.—Arm in arm — walking in friendly fashion with the arms

linked. P.

It was an agreeable surprise to her, therefore, to perceive them walking up to the

house together arm in arm.

—

Mrs. Oltphant.

In arms—carried about, P, Generally used with the word child or

infant.

That well-informed young gentleman was not insensible to the glory of acting as

pioneer and exponent of the Parisian mysteries to a person who, however distin-

guislied in his own line, was confessedly in such matters a mere infant in arms as

compared with himself.

—

Murray's Magazine, 1SS7.

One of these passengers being a child, still young enough to be passed off as a child

in arms.—Hugh Conway.

At arm's length—at a certain distance; avoiding too great nearness or

familiarity, P,

If she would confide in me, if she would even speak to me of it, I might do some-

thing to convince her of her folly But no, she never alludes to it ; she keeps me
at arm's length,

—

M^irray's Magazine, 1887.

To lie upon one's arms. See Lie,

With open arms—warmly ; affectionately, P.

The Starihopes were all known by name in Barchester, and Barchester was pre-

pared to receive them with open arms.—A. Trollope.

In open arms—fighting openly, P,

Here I sat for some time pondering upon the strange infatuation of wretches who,

finding all mankind in open arms against them, were labouring to make themselves

a future and tremendous enemy.—Goldsmith,

A right arm. See Right,
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Under arms—bearing arms ; in martial array. P.

In a moment the troops were under arms (in battle array).—Robertson.

Up in arms—roused to anger ; ready to fight. P.

"No," said Kate, now fairly up in arms (really angry and rebellious); "it is not

just, papa."—Mrs. Oliphant.
If a tramping beggar were set to work in England, and compelled to do it by mili-

tary discipline, all the philanthropists in the country would be up in arms.—Specta-

tor, 1887.
" I'll knock, I swear, till I have your neighbours up in arms," said Ralph.—

Dickens.

Arri^re.—Arri^re jitusie—(a) hidden motive; miderlying design. P.

A French phrase.

Our reason for so doing (placing Mr. Lear above Lewis Carroll as a writer of non-

sense) is that no nonsense is so absolutely devoid of arrihre pensie as that of Mr.

Lear.—.Spectator, 1S87.
" I thought it was a childish besottishness you had for that man—a sort of calf-

love, that it would be a real kindness to help you out of."—" Without an arrUre

pensie for your own advantage, of course."

—

Rhoda Bkouohton.

(b) afterthought; something which occurs to one's mind after a

thing has been done. P.

For their sakes and mine, you will not mind very much that you are spared all

these arriires pensies.—Sarah Tytler.

Arrow.—The broad arrow—the arrow-shaped brand with which the

British Government marks its stores. P.

This jacket, moreover, was stamped in various places with the Government.broad

arrow.

—

Hugh Conway.

Art.— To be or have art. and part in—to be concerned either in the con- —
trivance or execution of. P.

" My dear," said she, "it's the foolery of being governor. If you choose to sacri-

fice all your comfort to being the first rung in the ladder, don't blame me for it. I

didn't nominate you ; I had no art or part in it " (was wholly unconcerned in con-

triving or carrying out your nomination).

—

Haliburton.
Sundry proceedings took place which would not very well have squared with the

public ideas of what is due to the fair sex just treated of, but I declare that I had
neither art nor part in them.—G. A. Sala.

You are art and part with us
In purging heresy.

—

Tennyson.

Ass.—To make an ass of oneself—to behave foolishly. F. The ass is

taken as the type of folly.

Do not make such an ass of yourself as to suppose that.—A. Trollope.
The father makes an ass of himself, or fate cuts him off prematurely.—W. Besant.

The asses' bridge—a name given to the fifth proposition of the First

Book of Euclid l)ecause of the difficulties it presented to begimiers.

See Pons Asinokt'm.

lie never crossed the asses' bridge.—^?( tl,c Year Uoumf, ISGO.

He could disjiort himself with trigonometry, feeling confident that Dr. Tempest
liad forgotten Iiis way over the asses' bridge.— A. Tiiolloi'K.
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Assurance.—To make assurance doubly sure—to take every possible

precaution. P.

I'll take a bond of fate and make
Assurance double sure.—SnAKEsrEARE.

\ow that I had a moment to myself, I lost no time in changing the priming of my
pistol; and then, having one ready for service, and to make assurance doubly sure,

I proceeded to draw the load of the other and recharge it afresh from the beginning.

—R. L. Stevenson.
This horn haft, though so massive, was as flexible as cane, and practically un-

breakable ; but to make assurance doubly sure, it was whipped round at intervals of

a few inches with copper wire.—H. R. Haggard.

At.—At all. See All.

At that—moreover; in addition. C. A favourite American phrase.

It comes nearest (the Irish car) to riding on horseback, and on a side-saddle at

that, of any vehicle travelling I ever saw.—J. Burroughs.

Attic.—Attic salt—wit or refined pleasantry. P.

Triumph swam in my father's eyes at the repartee—the Attic salt brought water
into them.

—

Sterne.
£zp.—My father showed triumph in his eyes at the repartee; it was so charmingly

witty that it brought tears of pleasure to them.

To what might it not have given rise — what delightful intimacies, what public

phrase, to what Athenian banquets and flavour of Attic salt ?—A. Trollope.

Attic bee—a name given to Sophocles, the Greek dramatist ; a sweet poet.

A true Attic bee, he (Milton) made boot on every lip where there was a trace of

truly classic honey.—J. R. Lowell.

Au.—Au contraire—on the contrary. C. French.

So we have not won the Goodwood cup; on contraire, we were a "bad fifth," if

not worse than that.—O. "SV. Holmes.

A u fait—familiar with ; accustomed to. P. French.

She appears to be as aufait to (with) the ways of the world as you or I.

—

Florence
Marryat.

Au fjrand sirieux—in sober earnest. P. French.

I mean young women of no experience, who take everything aw grand siricux.—
Wm. Black.

Au pied de la lettre—exactly; without deviating from the exact words.

P. French.

A.II revoir—good-bye for the present ; literally, "imtil we meet again."

C. French.

Arthur took off his hat. " Then we will consider that settled. Good-morning—or
perhaps I should say aw revoir," and bowing again, he left the office.—H. R. Hag-
gard.

Augean.— To cleanse the Axujean stables—to perfomi a great work of

purification. P. Augeas was a fabulous king of Elis, wlio imposed

on Hercules tlie task of cleansing his stables, vvliere three thousand
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oxen had lived for thirty years without any puritication. Hercules

performed his task in one day by letting two rivers flow through them.

If the Augean stable (sink of dramatic impurity) was not sufficiently cleansed, the

stream of public opinion was fairly directed against its conglomerated impurities.

—

Scott.

In short, Malta was an Augean stable, and Ball had all the inclination to be a

Hercules.^S. T. Coleridge.

Augustan.— The Aucjustan arje—the period of highest purity and

refinement in any national literature. P. vSo called from the Em-
peror Augustus, under whose rule Virgil and Horace wrote their

immortal works.

The reign of Queen Anne is often called the Augustan age of England.

Auld.—Auld Eeekie—a name given to Edinburgh because of the smoke

from its chimneys ; literally, " Old Smoky." F.

His (Shelley's) eye was not fascinated by the fantastic outlines of aerial piles seen

amid the wreathing smoke of Auld Reekie.

—

Matthew Arnold.

Aut.—Aut Ccesar aut nullns—either Ctesar or nobody. P. Latin.

I mean to be aut Ccesar aut nullus (either first or nothing at all) in the concern.

Axe.—An axe to grind—a personal pecuniary interest in a matter. C.

The story is told by Franklin that when he was a boy in liis father's

yard, a pleasant-spoken man came up to hun and made himself very

agreeable. Among other tilings, the visitor praised the grindstone,

and asked young Franklin to let him see how it worked. He then

got the l)oy to turn the stone, while he sharpened an a.\e he had with

him. The boy was flattered with his compliments and honeyed

words, and worked till his hands were lilistered. When the man was
satisfied he sent the boy off with an oatli. That man had an axe to

grind—he had a concealed reason for his conduct. All his politeness

was prompted by selfish motives.

In the first place, let me assure you, gentlemen, that I have not an axe to grind ....

I can in no way be pecuniarily benefited by your adopting the system of bridges

lierein iiroposed.

If the American politician is always ready to grind an axe for his fellow, the
Neapolitan is no less convinced of the value of mutual accommodation.— E. S.

Morgan, in Fortnightly Review, 1SS7.

Azrael.— The irUuja of A::rael—the approach of death. P. Azrael, in

the Moluunmedan Koran, is the messenger of death.

Always, in an hospital, there is life returning and life departing—always may bo
heard tlie long an<l peaceful breathing of thnso who sleep wliilc health returns, and
the sighs of those who listen, in the hushed watclies of the niglit, for the wings of

Azrael.— 15 KsA NT.
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B

B.

—

A B. and S.—a brandy and soda; a wine-glass of brandy in a

tumbler of soda-water. 8. See Peg.

"They give you weak tea and thin bread and butter, whereas—"
" You would rather have a B. and S. and some devilled kidneys," finished Brian.

—

Ferucs W. Hume.

Ba.be.— The 6a/«6- in the wood—simple, trustful children. C. An old

ballad describes the sad fate of two orphan children, cruelly treated

by a bad uncle.

Yet those babes in the wood. Uncle .Sam and Aunt Fanny, trusted sis months of

our existence to his judgment.

—

Harper's Monthly, Sept. 1SS7.

Back.—To fjet one'fi back up—to become roused, angry, and obstinate.

F. A cat when irritated and ready to spit and scratch arches its

back, the hair becoming erect.

To set another's back up—to irritate or rouse him. F.

I've been to see my mother, and you've set her back up.—Besast.

To break the back or neck of—to finish the hardest part of a task. C.

See Neck.

I always try to break the back of (finish the hardest part of) my day's work before

breakfast.

To give or make a hack—to stoop down, as m the game of leap-frog, that

another may jump over you. F. It is said that Xapoleon, who was

in the habit of stooping as he walked, was on one occasion used as a

back by a ^•olatile student, who mistook the general for one of his

companions.

The major was giving a back to Georgy.

—

Thackeray.
£xp.—The major was stooping so that Georgy might leap over his back.

To go back on a person—to betray one. American. See Go.

I'll not go back on you, in any case.

To back the field—(in the language of betting) to bet in favour of the

other horses in the field against a single one m particular. C.

To back up—to support. C.

He prolonged Caesar's command, and backed him up (supported him) in every-

thing.

—

Froude.

To hark out—to retreat cautiously from a difficult position ; to refuse

after consenting. C.

(He was) determined that Morris should not back out of the scrape so easily —
Scott.

She turned to Winterbourne, blushing a little, a very little, "You won't back

out?" she said.—Henry James, jvs.
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On one's back—prostrate ; helpless. C.

But here he was, on his back.
—

"Wsi. Black.
The doctor staked his wig that, camped where they were in the marsh, and unpro-

vided with remedies, the half of them would be on their backs before a week.—K.

L. Stevensok.

To give (he hack—to leave or quit. C.

Had even Obstinate himself but felt what I have felt of the powers and terrors of

what is yet unseen, he would not thus lightly have given us the back.—Bunvan.

To turn one's back iijwn—to desert ; forsake. P.

" Uncle," said Mrs. Kenwigs, "to think that you should have turned your back

upon me and my dear children."

—

Dickens.

Backbone.—To the backbone—thoroughly; stanchly; essentially. C.

They told him solemnly they hoped and believed they were English to the back-

bone.

—

Hugh Conwav.
Ballads and Poems of Tragic Life (Macmillan) is Mr. George Meredith to the

backbone.

—

Eoutledge's Almanack, ISSS.

BarCkstairs.

—

Backsfah's influence—private influence of an unworthy
nature; underhand intrigue at court. P. A backstau-s minister is

one who is not trusted by the country, but is supported by domestic

influence in the king's houseliold. For instance, the Earl of Bute

was despised as a backstairs minister, because he owed his position

to the favour of George the Third's mother.

AVhich accusation it was easier to get "quashed" by backstairs influence than
answered.

—

Caklyle.

Bacon.—To sell one's bacon—to sell one's body. C.

To the Kaiser, therefore, I sold my bacon,

And by him good charge of the whole is taken.

Schiller, translated by Carlyle.
Exp.—I therefore sold my body to the Emperor, who takes good care of it and me.

To save one's bacon—to escape from personal injury, generally in aai un-

dignified way. F.

But as he ran to save his bacon.
By hat and wig he was forsaken.- Combe.

jBx;).—But as he ran to escape bodily hurt, he lost his hat and wig.

Jem drew a long breath, and said brutally, yet with something of satisfaction,
" You have saved your bacon this time."

—

Keade.

Bad.

—

To fjo to the bad—to become debauched; to sink into poverty

and disgrace. C.

(He) went, as the common saying expressively phrases it, to the bad.—PaK Mall
Gazette.

Those who do not prefer to return to the fatherland richer in experience, or who
do not succumb to despair and go to the bad altogether, have recourse to charitable

societies.—L. Kat.>*chek, in Xincteenth Century, lt>S7.

To the had—in debt ; having a deficit or loss. C.

He was between £70 and £80 to the bad.—Pa» Mall Gazette, 18SU.
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Bad blood—angry and vindictive feelings. P.

At the battle of Poonah lie regained his authority, and whatever bad blood Iiad

flowed between them was checked by the prospect of approaching danger.

—

IJk

Mauley, in NUictccnth Century, 1S8(J.

Bad debts—debts of which there is no hope that they will ever lie paid. 1'.

Among his assets he had included a number of bad debts (debts that were hopeless).

To (JO bad—(of meat or food) to spoil. C.

It goes bad more readily than cooked butcher's m<ia.\,.—Daily News, ISS/,.

Bag.—Baij a)ul baijr/aye—completely; leaving no j^roperty behind. P.

The phrase was originally used of the complete evacuation by an army
of an enemy's territory, and is now employed generally to signify the

wished-for departure of an unwelcome guest.

The Turks. . . .their zaptiehs and mudirs. . . .their kaimakams and their pashas, one
and all, bag and baggage, shall, I hope, clear out from the province they liave deso-

lated and profaned.—Glad.stone.
£x/}.—The Turks and every Turkish official, with all their property and belongings,

shall, I hope, quit the province (Bulgaria) they have desolated and profaned.

This expression of Mr. Gladstone's has given rise to what is known
as the " bag and baggage policy " in relation to the Turks—to drive

them completely out of Europe.

"BskBd.— Jlalf-baked— silly ; weak in mind. S.

Hampered withal by a daughter of seventeen not quite right in her head— half-

baked, to use the popular and feeling expression.—Besant.

Ba>ker.—A baker's dozen—thirteen. P. See Dozen. Formerly called

a devil's dozen, and associated with ill-luck.

It is all very well for you, who have got some baker's dozen of little ones, and lost

only one by the measles.—Blackmore.

Ball.— To open the ball—to begin. P.

Waltz and the battle of Austerlitz are said to have opened the ball together

(commenced the operations of the year together).-Byron.
"This will do," thought the Scot, misled, like Continental nations, by that little

trait of ours. He opened the baU (spoke first).

—

Reade.

To lead up the ball— to open a dance. P. Said of the most distinguished

couple who occupy the leading place.

She did not object to her own Jenny's leading up the ball at Mr. O'Neill's.—Maria
Edgeworth.
Mr. Thornhill and my eldest daughter led up the ball.—Goldsmith.

Balls or the three (jolden balls—a name given to a pawnbroker's place of

business, of which three balls are the sign. F.

A pawnbroker from Alcester had opened a branch establishment.. ..It was man-
aged by a Mr. Figg. Mr. Figg's three balls stood out in the middle of the cut.

—

Mrs. Henry Wood.
Take my ticker (watch), and such of your things as you can spare, and send them

to Balls.—Thackeray.
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It is not generally known that the three balls at the pawnbrokers' shops are the

ancient arms of Lombardy. The Lombards were the first money-brokers in Europe.

—C. Lamb.

7'o have the hall at one's foot or he/ore one—to be in a position to com-

mand success ; to have things in one's power. C.

A pretty picture is so much prettier in a gilt frame, and she will probably begin

life with the ball at her foot.—G. J. "Whyte-Melville.
The crisis in George Dallas's life had arrived—the ball was at his feet.—E. Yates.

To keep the hall tip or rolling—to keep a conversation going ; to prevent

an undertaking from fiagguig. C.

He smiled when my lady smiled ; returned well-rounded replies to her queries

;

kept up the ball of conversation with the dignity of an ambassador.

—

3Irs. E. Lynn
LiNroN.

Exp.—He spoke occasionally, in order to maintain the conversation.

If the Spaniards had not lost two armies lately, we should keep up the ball for an-

other year (continue the enterprise for another year).

—

Wellinotox.

7'o take up the hall—to take one's turn in speaking or in any social

matter. C.

Rosencrantz took up the ball.—George Eliot.
Ex}}.—Rosencrantz took his turn in the conversation.

Banbury.—To take a child to Banhury Cross—to swmg it up and down
on one's foot. F. Grown-up people often amuse children in this

way, sitting on a chair or a sofa, and repeating the nursery rhyme :

—

Ride a cock-horse

To Banbury Cross,

To see an old woman
Ride on a white horse,

"With rings on her fingers

And bells on her toes.

She shall have music
Wherever she goes.

She caught up little Miss Toodle, who was running past, and took her to Banbury
Cross immediately.—BicKENs.

Bang.—To hang the bush—to surpass anythmg that has gone before.

"My," said he, "if that don't bang the bush; you are another-guess chap from

what I took you to be anyhow."—Haliburton.
Exp.~" Really," said he, " if that does not exceed anything I have yet heard ; you

are quite a difi'erent fellow from what I suj^posed you to be, at any rate."

Banyan.—-Sa)?7ya« -(/a;/—a day on which no meat is served out for

rations. A sea term.

Bar.—The har sinister—the sign of illegitimate birth. V. In the days

of cliivalry, knights of illegitimate birth carried the arms of tlieir

family marked with a black diagonal bar across from the right upper

corner.

Why, Philip, my ancestors were princes of royal blood when yours still honied

the swine In these woods. I can show more th.nn thirty (juarterings upon my shield
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each the mark of a noble house, and I will not be the first to put a bar sinister across

them.—H. R. IlAuiiAiiD.

That was Paston Carew, a Clinton with the bar sinister across the shield.

—

Mrs.
E. Lynn Lintok.

To bar out—to refuse to acbnit the masters of a school. P. Scholars iii

Euglaud frequently revolted in this way.

Revolts, republics, revolutions, most
No graver than a schoolboys' barring-out.

—

Tenny-son.

To f:at for the bar. See Eat.

Bargain.—-4 wet bargain— au agreement concluded by the parties

dimking liquor together. F.

The recruit took the condition of a soldier, with a guinea to make it a wet bargain.

—AVlXDUAM.
Exp.—The recruit enlisted, and received a guinea that he might drink, on the

conclusion of the agreement.

Into t/te bargain—beyond what has been stipulated ; extra ; besides. C.

If he studies the writings, say, of Mr. Herbert Spencer into the bargain, he will be

perfect.—M. Arnold.

To make the bed of a bad bargain—to bear adverse circumstances in the

best possible way. P.

Men had made up their minds to submit to what they could not help, and to make
the best of a bad bargain.—Freeman.
Exp.—Men had resolved to submit to the inevitable, and to bear their bad luck

with the best possible grace.

Bark.—ffis barh is luorse than his bite—he uses strong language, but

acts with mildness. C.

However, I dare say you have learned by this time that my father's bark is worse

than his bite.

—

Sarah Tytler.

Barmecide.—A Barmecide feast—a banquet where there is nothing to

eat. P. The name comes from the Arabian Niglits, where the story

is told of a rich man, Barmecide, who invited a friend to dme with

him. Dishes were brought to the taljle in due order, but there were
no victuals in them. The host, however, pretended to eat, and his

guest had the politeness to imitate him. Afterwards a real feast was
served to reward the man for his good humour.

Tommy, outraged by the last glass of claret, thought the permission , being of a hollow

and Barmecide character, was a natural ending to a banquet from which he rose

more hungry than when he sat down.—Besant.
A Barmecide room, that had always a great diningtable in it, and never had a

dinner.

—

Dickens.

Basket.— To he left in the basket—to be neglected or thrown over. F.

AVTiatever he wants, he has only to ask it,

And all other suitors are left in the basket.—Barham. .
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Bat.—On his own bat—on his own account. S. Taken from the game
of cricket.

Titmouse has left Spanker and Co. and is now on his own bit (in business for him-
self).

Bath.—Go to Bath—be a beggar. F.

" Go to Bath ! " said the baron.

—

Bariiam.

Beans.—To know beans; to know how many beans make Jive—to be saga-

cious ; to be worldly-wise. F.

I was a fool, I was, and didn't know how many beans made five. I was born

yesterday, I was.—B. L. Farjeon.

Bear.—To bear one hard—to be unfriendly to. P.

Csesar doth bear me hard.

—

Shakespeare.

To bear out a man—to lend him support; to back him. P.

Every one will bear me out in saying that the mark by which you know them is

their genial and hearty freshness and youthfulness of character.

—

Hughes.

To bear a bob or a hand—to assist ; to join others in work. C.

We were so short of men that every one on board had to bear a hand.—K. L.

Stevenson.

I'o bear down tipon—to approach deliberately. C.

As soon as they got on the quarter-deck Arthur perceived a tall, well-preserved

man with an eye-glass, whom he seemed to know, bearing down upon them.— H. R.

Haggard.

To bear in mind—to remember ; recollect. P.

It will be borne in mind that Mr. Aubrey had given bail to a very large amount.—
S. Warren.

A bear leader—one who acts as companion to a person of disthiction. P.

Once more on foot, but freed from the irksome duties of a bear leader, and with
some of his pay as tutor in pocket. Goldsmith continued his half-vagrant pere-

grinations through part of France and Piedmont and some of the Italian states.—

Washington Irving.
It was somewhat beneath the dignity of a gentleman cavalier to act as bear leader to

the joskins and simpering city madams that came to see the curiosities —G. A. Sala.

To play the bear ivith—to injure ; to damage. F.

The last storm has played the bear with my crops. >

A bear garden—a disorderly gathering. C.

Mr. Trolloiie visited the Chamber whilst at Paris, and heard Soult and Dupin.
He thought it a bear garden.—TempJe Bar, 1SS7.

Beard.—To beard the lion in his den—to attack a dangerous or much-
feared person boldly in his own quarters. C.

Miss Masterman returned to the inn for lunch, and then prepared for her moment-
ous visit to the rectory ; for she had resolved to board the lion in his den (attack her
enemy In his own house), and to denounce him in the presence of his family as a
hypocrite.

—

Chamhcra'a Journal, 1SS6,
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Fierce he broke forth
—
" And dar'st thou then

To beard the lion in his den,

The Donglas in his hall ? "

—

Scott.

Beat.—To heat about the hush. See Busn.

To heat the hush—to search as sportsmen do when iu pursuit of game. P.

Mr. Maurice, again, that pure and devout spirit—of whom, however, the truth

must at last be told, that in theolOs'v he passed his life beating the bush with deep

emotion and never starting the hare— .'Mr. Maurice declared that by reading between

the lines he saw in the Thirty-nine Articles and the Athanasian Creed the altogether

perfect expression of the Christian faith.—Matthew Arxolp.

To heat down—to cause a seller to reduce the price. C.

Perhaps his patient would try to beat him down (lower his professional charge or

fee), and Dr. Benjamin made up his mind to have the whole or nothing.—O. "W.

HOLJIES.

To beat a retreat—to retire. C. Originally a military phrase, having

reference to the beating of the cb-ums as a sign for making a retreat.

She introduced Percy to him. The colonel was curt but grumpy, and Percy soon

beat a retreat.

—

Reade.

To beat the air—to struggle in vain. P.

.So fight I, not as one that beateth the air.

—

St. Paul (1 Cor. ix. 56).

These men labour harder than other men—result, nil. This is literally beating

the air.—Reade.

To beat tip the quarters of—to visit without ceremony ; to " look up. " F.

Sunday coming round, he set off therefore after breakfast, once more to beat up
Captain Cuttle's quarters.—Dickens.

To beat goose—to thump the arms against the chest in order to get

warm. F.

The common labourers at outdoor work were beating goose to drive the blood
into their fingers."—Times, 1883.

That beats the Dutch—that is astonishing. S.

It beats the Dutch (it is wonderful) how the thief can have got through so small

a hole.

To beat hollow—to vanquish completely. C.

The Galatea was beaten hollow (completely defeated) by the Mayflower in the last

international yacht race.

To beat the devil's tattoo. See Tattoo.

Beau. — Beau ideal — highest conceivable type ; finest specimen. P.

French.

My ambition is to give them a beau ideal of a welcome.—Charlotte Bronte.

Beauty.— The beauty sleep—the sleep taken before midnight. C.

A medical man, who may be called up at any moment, must make sure of his

beauty sleep.—H. Ktngsley.
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Beauty and the heast—a lovely woman with an ugly male companion. C.

The expression is borroM'ed from an old nursery tale.

Beauty and the beast was what they called us when we went out walking together,

ag we used to do every day.—H. E. Haugakd.

Beauty is hut skin-deep—beauty is a thing which can be easily destroyed,

and should not therefore be valued too highly. P.

Marry a woman for her good qualities ; beauty is but skin-deep.

Bed.—As you make your bed, you must lie on it—you must bear the con-

sequences of your deliberate actions. C,

I write not for those whose matrimonial lot is the average one—neither very happy
nor very miserable, who, having made their bed, must lie on it—but for those whose
lot has turned out "all worse and no better."

—

Mrs. Craik (Miss Mulock).
" Henry has gone to AUington to propose to Miss Crawley," said Mrs. Grantly.—

"Gone, without speaking to me !"—"He said that it was useless his remaining, as

he knew he should only offend you."
—

" He has made his bed, and he must lie on
it," said the archdeacon.—A. Trollope.

d bed of roses—an altogether agreeable position or situation. C.

A parochial life is not a bed of roses, Mrs. Mann.

—

Dickens.

Bedfordshire.—To he for Bedfordshire—to be anxious to retire to

bed. F.

'Faith, I'm for Bedfordshire.—Swin.

Bee.—J^n a bee line—following a straight course, as a bee is supposed to

do. P.

I'm going to get home as soon as I can—strike a bee line.—W. D. Howells.

To have a bee in one's bonnet—to be crazy in a certain direction. C.

What new bee wUl you put under your bonnet next, sir?—G. A. Sala..

That Crawley has got a bee in his bonnet.—A. Trollope.

Been.— You've been {and gone) and done it—you have committed an

action that may have very serious consequences. S. A remark gener-

ally made half in wonder, half as a warning.

I say, young fellow, you've been and done it, you have.— Dickens.

Beer.—To think no small beer of anything—to esteem it very highly. F.

Mis.s Arrowpoint coloured, and Mr. Bult observed, with his usual phlegmatic
solidity, " Your pianist does not think small beer of himself."—Georok Eliot.

Beg.

—

To (JO begging or a-begging— (of things) to find no one to claim ;

to be so plentiful as to be thought not worth accepting. P. Gener-

ally said of things that have been highly prized at other times.

Places like Annerley Hall don't go begging.—Florence Maervat.
Thirty pounds and twenty-flve guineas a year made fifty six pounds five shillings

English money, all which was in manner going a-begging.-Goldsmith.
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To beg the question—to assume that which requires to be proved ; to take

for granted the very point at issue. P.

"Facsimiles!" exclaimed the old man angrily; " why not frankly say that they

are by the same hand at once ?

"

" But that is begging the wliole question " (assuming all that requires to be proved),

argued honest Dennis, his good and implastic nature leading him into the selfsame
error into which he had fallen at Charlecote Park.—James Payn.

Beggars.

—

Beggars should not he choosers—those who ask for favours

should submit to the terms imposed upon tliem. F.

Bell.—Eight bells—sounded on board ship at noon, four, and eight

o'clock.

The unwelcome cry of "All starbowlines ahoy ! eight bells, there below ! do you
hear tlie news ? " (the usual formula of calling tlie watch) roused us.—R. H. Dana, .iun.

To bear (he bell or carry away the hell—to be victor in a race or other

contest. F.

The Italians have carried away the bell from (have surpassed) all other nations, as

may appear both by their books and works.

—

Hakewill.
There are certain cases, it is true, where the vulgar Saxon word is refined, and tlie

refined Latin vulgar, in poetry—as in sweat and perspiration ; but there are vastly

more in which the Latin bears the bell.—J. R. Lowell.

To hell the cat—at gi'eat personal risk, to render a common foe harmless

for evil. C. A phrase borrowed from a well-known fable told upon

one historical occasion with great success.

\yhen James III. was king of Scotland, he irritated the old nobility by the favour

he showed to painters and architects. One of the latter, named Cochran, who had suc-

ceeded to the estates of the Earl of Mar, was especially hated by the nobles. At a meet-

ing in the chufch of Lauder they discussed how best to get rid of him. Lord Gray, afraid

that the discussion would lead to no practical result, told the story of the mice and
the cat. "A colony of mice had suffered greatly from the attacks of a cat, who
pounced upon them before they had time to escape. They were much concerned

over the matter, and resolved to do Eomething to defend themselves. A young
mouse rose up and proposed that they should fix a bell round pussy's neck, which

would warn them of her approach. This proposal was warmly received, until an old

mouse put the pertinent question, ' But which of us will bell the cat?' The orator

had not thought of this, and was speechless." When Lord Gray had finished, Archi-

bald, Earl of Angus, a man noted for his bodily prowess and daring, rose up and
swore that he would bell the cat. He kept his word, captured Cochran, and had

him hanged over the bridge of Lauder. Afterwards he was always known as Bell-

the-Cat.

And from a loop-hole while I peep

Old Bell-the-Cat came from the keep —Scott.
" I'll tell you how we'll do it," exclaimrd Mrs. Armytage, clapping her hands ;

" we'll ask him (the suspected clergyman) to say grace at dinner to-night. Then
we'll see how he takes that."

" That's a capital idea ! " cried Mrs. Percival Lott.
" What fun it will be—at least I mean, what an interesting moment when you put

the question to him."
" Oh, but I shan't put it," said Mrs. Armytage hastily. . .

.

" Mrs. and Miss .lennynge must bell the cat."
" "What have I to do with cats?" inquired Mrs. Jennynge wildly. " I hate cats."
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" My dear madam, it is a well-known proverb," explained Mrs. Armytage. " What
I mean is, that it is you who should ask Mr. Josceline to say grace this evening."

—

James Payn.

Belt.—To hit beloiv the belt—to strike another unfairly. P. A pugilist

is not allowed by the rules of boxing to hit his opponent under

the waist-belt. This belt is a significant part of a boxer's attire.

The champion pugilist of England wears a prize-belt, which he must
deliver to any one who vanquishes him.

To refer to his private distresses in a public discussion was hitting below the belt.

Exp.—It was unfair, in a public discussion, to refer to his private distresses.

Ben.—Sen trovato—well found ; an ingenious invention. P. Italian,

If the tale is not true, at least it is hen trovato (ingeniously constructed).

"BQUQ^t.— Without benefit of clergy.—During the Middle Ages criminals

wlio could prove that they belonged to the Church, even to the extent

of being able to recite a verse of Scripture, were allowed to escape

punishment. This privilege was kno'WTi as benefit of clergy. Notori-

ous offenders often escaped on this plea, like Will of Harribee, who
knew his neck-verse (see The Lay of the Last Minstrel). The phrase is

now used loosely, as in the following :

—

She would order Goody Hicks to take a James's powder, without appeal, resistance,

or benefit of clergy.

—

Thackeray.

Benjamin.

—

Benjamin^s mess—a specially large portion. P. For the

origin see Gen. xliii. 34: "But Benjamin's mess was five tirnes so

much as any of theirs.

"

Berth.—To give a wide berth—to give a ship room to swing at anchor ;

to avoid a person. C.

I have had letters warning me that I had better give Ballinascroon a wide berth if

I happen to be in that part of Ireland.—Wjr. Black.

Bess.

—

Bess o' Bedlam—a female lunatic vagrant. C. Bess is a con-

traction of Elizabeth.

Will you have the goodness to tell me, miss, why you are dressed up after that

mad Bess of Bedlam fashion ?—A. Trollope.

Best.—Best man—groomsman ; the attendant on a bridegroom. P.

It was like asking a young gentleman to be best man when he wants to be the
bridegroom himself.—James Payn.

At the best—taking the most favourable view possible. P.

I advise you not to accept the situation. At the best (even in the most favourable

state of affairs) you will be a mere favourite, removable on the slightest whim of a

capricious woman.

To have the best of an argument—^to gain the advantage in an argu-

ment. P.

" In your argument yesterday, Cliarles, the strange gentleman had the best of it"

(was victor), said his wife.
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To make the best of one's way—to go as -well as can be ilone in the cir-

cumstances. P.

With these awful remarks, Mr. Kenwigs sat down in a chair, and defied the nurse,

who made the best of her way into the adjoining room.

—

Dickens.

To make the best of both icorld.'i—to manage so as to get the good things

of earth and l>e sure of a good place in heaven. P.

There have been great captains, great statesmen, ay, and great so-called Christians,

seeking to make the best of both worlds (being at once worldly and heavenly in their

aspirations).

—

Sar.\h Tytler.

Bet.— you bet—I assure you. S. American.

My father's rich, you bet.

—

Henry James, jun.

B§te. — Bete noire— pet aversion ; object of particular dislike. P.

French.

The ladies of the party simply detest him—if we except Miss Thorneydyke, who
cannot afford to detest anything in trousers. Lady Pat, who is a bit of a wit, calls

him her hHe jiOirc—Flokexce Markyat.

Better.—For better or for worse—indissolubly, in marriage. C.

Each believed, and indeed pretty plainly asserted, that they could live more hand-

somely asunder ; but, alas ! they were united for better or for worse.

—

Maria Edge-
worth.

To get the better of—to overcome ; to vanquish ; to be stronger than. P.

I got the better of (overcame) my disease, however, but I was so weak that I spat

blood whenever I attempted to write.—H. Mackenzie.

Better half—a. man's wife ; a complimentary term for a married woman. C.

" Polly heard it," said Toodle, jerking his hat over his shoulder in the direction

of the door, with an air of perfect confidence in his better half.—Dickens.

Between.—Between you and me and the post or the door-post. A phrase

used when anything is spoken confidentially. F.

" Well, between you and me and the door-post, squire," answered his learned

visitor, " I am not so sure that Sir Anthony is quite the rose and crown of his pro-

fession."

—

Blackmore.
But understand that the name of Dangerous is to remain a secret between you and

me and the post.—G. A. Sala.

The phrase is also found in the more familiar form,

—

Between you and me and the bed-post—don't reveal a word of what I

say. F.

Between ourselves—speaking confidentially. C.

Steyne has a touch of the gout, and so, between ourselves, has your brother.

—

Thackeray.
Exx).—Steyne is somewhat troubled with the gout, and so is your brother ; but I

do not wi.sh my words re])eated.

Between Scylla and Charybdis—between two menacing dangers. Avoid-

ing one, you fall into the otlie-. P. .Scylla was a rock and Chai'yl»dis

a wliirlpool on the coast of Sicily, and the narrow passage between
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was very much feared by mariners because of its double danger. Now
they are looked on as harmless. \

You have your Scylla and your Charybdis, as pastor of the congregation. If jou
preach the old theology you will lose the young men, and if you preach the new jou
will aUenate the old men.

Between tivo fires—subject to a double attack ; a position of peculiar

danger in warfare. P.

Poor Dawson is between two fires : if he whips the child, its mother scolds him ; and
if he lets it off, its grandmother comes down on him.

To fall between two stools. See Stool.

Betiveen loind and water. See Wind.

Bid.—To bid fair—to seem likely ; to promise well. P.

In the eastern counties the old race of small farmers and yeomen have well-nigh

disappeared, or rather they bid fair to disappear.

—

Chambers's Journal, 18S7.

Big.—-A. big-wig—a person in authority ; a high or powerful person. C.

"Then I will leave you, uncle," said Clare, "to the task of telling the big-wigs

that there is nothing more to be done or known down here."

—

Edmund Yates.
Sooner or later one of the big-wigs will take it up, and the point will be settled one

way or other.

—

Murray's Magazine, 1SS7.

Bird.—A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush—a sure advantage

is better than a problematical advantage, even though the latter

promises to be twice as good. C.

A bird's-eye or bird-eye vieio—a general view, such as would be enjoyed

by a bird flying over a country. P.

Viewing from the Pisgah of his pulpit the free, moral, happy, flourishing, and
glorious state of France, as in a bird-eye landscape of a promised land.

—

Burke.
Note.—Pisgah was tlie mountain east of the Jordan from the summit of which

Moses was permitted to see the promised land of Canaan.

To hit two birds with one stone—to effect two results with one expendi-

ture of trouble. C.

Sir Barnet killed two birds with one stone.

—

Dickens.

Birds of a feather—persons of like tastes. C.

Birds of a feather flock together.

Exp.—Persons of like tastes seek one another's society.

Jail-bird—a rogue who is oftener in prison than out of it ; a hardened

offender. C.

The jail-birds who piped this tune were, without a single exception, the desperate

cases of this moral hospital.

—

Reade.

Bird ofpassage—one M'ho shifts from place to place. C.

No one (here in Shanghai) seems to be living his own life, but sometliing else

—

something temporary ; as if we were all expecting to go home again in the course of

the afternoon or the next day, and therefore it does not much matter what we do
just for the few hours that remain ; or as if we were convicts (ioing our time ; or as if

we were political exiles, wlio might be recalled at any moment ; or as if we were in

some way birds of passage.

—

Brsant,
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A little bird irhi.yKred it to me. A phrase playfully used of something

which has been reported and is repeated. C. The reference is from

the Bible, Eccles. x. 20 :
— " Curse not the king, no not in thy thought;

and curse not the rich in thy bedchamber : for a bird of the air shall

carry the voice, and tliat which hath wings shall tell the matter."

"What a wicked man you are!" smiled Jlrs. Jennynge, admiringly. "A little

bird told me you could be very severe when you pleased, though I refused to

believe it."

It was evident from the colour that came into Anastasia's face that she was the bird

in question (she had carried this report).

—

Jamks P.a^yn.

Bishop.— The bishop has set his foot in it—the contents of the dish are

burned. F. A jocular reference to the zeal of bishops for burning

heretics.

" Wliy sure, Betty, thou art bewitched ; this cream is burnt too."
" Why, madam, the bishop has set his foot in it."

—

Swift.

Bit.—-4 bit ofone^s mind—a good scolding ; a serious reproof. F.

" I shall have to teU her a bit of my mind " (remonstrate sharply with her), he said,

as he stepped across the close.—A. Teollope.

Not a bit of it—by no means ; not at all. F.

" That's rather a sudden pull-up, ain't it, Sammy ?" inquired Mr. Weller.

"Not a bit of it," said Sam.

—

Dickens.

Bite.—To bite the thumb at. This was formerlj^ a sign of contempt, often

made use of by those who wished to pick a quarrel. C.

I will bite my thumb at them ; which is a disgrace to them, if they bear it.

—

Sh.vkespeake : Romeo and Juliet.

Wear I a sword

To see men bite their thumbs ?—Randolph.
'Tis no less disrespectful to bite the nail of your thumb, by way of scorn and dis-

dain.

—

Rules of Civility, 1G7S.

To bite one^s lips—to show signs of disgust and mortification. P.

The advocates on both sides are alternately biting their lips (showing chagrin) to

hear their conflicting mis-statements and sophisms exposed.

—

Macaulat.

To bite the dust—to fall in battle. P.

That day three thousand Saracens bit the dust (were slain in battle).

Bla^ck.—A black sheep—an ill-conducted person ; a member of society

who is not considered respectable. C.

Fm forbidden the house. I'm looked upon as a black sheep—a pest, a contamina-

tion.

—

Edmcnd Yates.

Black Monday—the Monday on which school re-opens. C.

She now hated my sight and made home so disagreeable to me that what is called

by school-boys Black Jlonday was to me the whitest in the whole year.

—

Fielding.

Black mail—money extorted by threats. P.

Black mail, I suppose, is an honest man paying through his nose for the sins of

his youth.
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Black draiKjld—a close formerly given by physicians to relieve stomach

ailments. P,

Go, enjoy your black draughts of metaphysics.

—

Thackeray.

To heat or j)mch another black and blue—to beat or pinch him until his

flesh is discoloured. C.

" We'll go down arm in arm."

"But you pinch me black and blue," urged Gride.

—

Dickens.

Black and ichite—written definitely on paper in ink. C.

" I have found it all out ! Here is liis name in black and white ;" and she touched

the volume she had just placed on the table with impressive reverence.—James
Patn.

Blanket.—A wet blanket—one who discourages, who causes others to

becomt disheartened ; also, discouragement. C.

I don't want (said Sir Brian) to be a wet blanket.—W. E. Noreis.
At home, in the family circle, ambition is too often treated with the wet blanket

(discouraged).—Besaht.

Blarney.— To have kissed the blarney stone—to be full of flattery and

persuasive language. F. There is a stone in the village of Blarney,

near Cork, in Ireland, which was supposed to confer this gift of per-

suasive .speech on those who touched it.

You are so full of compliments to-day that you must have kissed the blarney stone.

Bless.—To bless oneself—to be astonislied. C.

Could Sir Tliomas look in upon us just now, he would bless himself, for we are

rehearsing all over the house.

—

Jane Austen.

To bless oneself with—in one's possession. F. Generally used of coin,

especially of silver coin, which people crossed their palms with for

good luck.

What ! you trumpery, to come and take up an honest house without cross or coin

to bless yourself with.

—

Goldsmith.
The lady hasn't got a sixpence wherewithal to bless herself.

—

Dickens.

Bless you—an exclamation of varying significance. F. Commonly used

after sneezing, to avert evil consequences -a superstition common in

Ireland.

" Bless you ! " murmurs Miss Seymour under her breath—the benediction being
called forth by the sneeze, not the demand for mustard.

—

Ruod.a. Brouuhton.

Blind.—To (JO It blind—to act witliout due deliberation. S.

Blindman.—BUndman's buff—an ancient game, still very popular with
children. One of the company is blindfolded, and the fun of the game
consists in his efforts to capture the others.

Mr. Burchell, who was of the party, was always fond of seeing some innocent
amusement going forward, and set the boys and girls to blindman's l)ufT.—Goldsmith.
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Blithe.— Blith<> bread—food distributetl among giiests on the biith of a

cliikl in tlie family. An old custom.

Throughout three long jovial weeks the visitors came and went, and every day the

blithe bread was piled in the peck for the poor of the earth.—Hall Caine.

Blood.—Blood and iron—military compulsion; the force of armies.

A plirase nsiially associated with Prince l^ismarck

—

Bluf mid Eiscn.

Mr. Carlyle has been heard to say that Rliadaiiiantlnis would certainly give

Macaulay four do2on lashes when lie went to the shades for his treatment of Marl-

borough. This is quite in character for the Scotch apostle of blood and iron.—J.

COTTEK MOBIIISON.

Bad blood. See Bad.

His blood icas vp—he was excited or in a passion. C.

Tliat is the way of doing business—a cut and thrust style, without any flourish

:

Scott's style when his blood was up.—C'HRisToriiER North.

A pnnce of the blood—a nobleman who is a near relative of the royal

family. P.

He had a calm, exhausted smile which—as though lie had been a prince of the blood

(noble of the very highest rank) who had passed his life in acknowledging the

plaudits of the populace—suggested the ravages of affability.

—

James Payn.

Blood is thicker than water—kinship will cause a man to befriend his

relatives; it is better to trust for kind treatment to one's kinsmen

than to strangers. P.

" I am aware there is a family tie, or I should not have ventured to trouble you."

"Blood is thicker than water, isn't it?"—A. Trollope.

In cold blood—without passion ; deliberately. P.

The suggestion of such a contingency—which, of course, meant total failure—in

cold blood (without any passion), filled up the cup of the antiquary's indignation.

—

James Pavn.

Blue blood—aristocratic descent. P.

And the girl—what of her? to which side of the house did she belong? To the

blue blood of the Clintons, or the muddy stream of the Carews?

—

Mrs. E. Lynn
Linton.
The blood of the Bunkers has, in yourself, assumed the most azure hue (become

most aristocratic).—Besant.

To make your blood creep—to fill you with awe or terror. P.

Jinny Gates, the cobbler's daughter, being more imaginative, stated not only that

she had seen the earrings too, but that they had made her blood creep (inspired her

with terror).—George Eliot.

Blow.—To bloio over—to pass off; to be heard of no more. P.

"Gracious me ! an execution !" said Lady Clonbrony ; "but I heard you talk of

an execution months ago, my lord, before my son went to Ireland, and it blew over;

I heard no more of it."—Maria Edjieworth.

To blow up—to scold ; to reprimand. F.

If I hadn't been proud of the house, I shouldn't be blowing you up.—HuaiiE.s.

The captain was too "wide-awake" for him, and beginning upon him at once, gave

him a grand blow up.—R. H. Dana.
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Blown.—Blovii upon—having a bad reputation ; unsound ; damaged. C.

Aly credit was so blown upon that I could not hope to raise a shilling.

—

Thackeray.

Blue.—The blue ribbon—(a) the Order of the Garter. P.

I therefore make no vain boast of a blue ribbon being seen there, thus denoting the

presence of a knight of the most noble Order of the Garter.—G. A. .Sala.

Though he distributed peerages with a lavish and culpable profusion, he (Pitt)

never desired one for himself, and he declined the blue ribbon when it was offered

him.

—

Spectator, 1SS7.

{b) the phrase is also used to signify "a distinction of the highest

kind." P.

In 1840 he was elected to a fellowship at Oriel, then the blue ribbon of the uni-

versity.

—

Athencc^im, 1S87.

(«") a badge worn in England and America by those who do not drmk
intoxicating liquors. C.

Of course, Mr. Smith didn't smoke, and sported a blue ribbon as proudly as if it

had been the Order of the Garter.

—

Besant.

A blue funk—a state of terrified expectation ; a condition of frightened

suspense. S.

Altogether, I was in the pitiable state known by school-boys as a blue funk.

—

II. R. Haggard.

A blue moon—a phenomenon which happens very rarely. S. Once in a

blue moon = very seldom indeed. The real origin of this phrase is un-

known.

Bliie moonshine—fantastic nonsense. F. The subject of a short poem of

three stanzas m Haweis's Comic Poets of the Nineteenth Century. ~

Blue books—official publications of the British Government. P. So

called because their covers are blue in colour.

At home he gave himself up to the perusal of Blue Books.

—

Thackeray.
The latter portion of Lord Beaconsfield's speech (is) upon page 208 of the En-

glish Blue Book.

—

Fortniijhtlij Reriev, 18S7.

In the blues—melancholy ; low-spirited. F.

If we had been allowed to sit idle, we should all have fallen in the blues (had an
attack of melancholy).—R. L. Stevenson.

The Blue and Yelloiv—the Edinhuryh Beview, so called from the colour of

its cover. C.

Shortly afterwards, and very little before the appearance of the Elite and Yellorc,

Jeffrey made another innovation.—George Saintsbvry, in Macmillan's Magazine,

ISS?.

The man in blue—tlie policeman. C.

Those kinds of sin which bring upon us the man in blue are such as we think wo
shall never commit. —Besant.
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To look blue—to seem disconcerted. F.

Squire Brown looks rather blue at having to pay two pounds ten shillings for tlie

posting expenses from Oxford.—HLuaiKs.

Blue-none—a name given to the inhabitants of Nova Scotia in North
America. F.

How is it that an .American can sell his wares, at whatever pi ice he pleases, where
a Blue-nose (Nova Scotian) would fail to make a sale at all?—Haliburton.

Blue-dtrils—dreadful apparitions which appear to a patient suffering

fi'om delirium (rt))i €)(<:. F.

The drunken old landlord had a fit of the blue-devils last night, and was making a

dreadful noise.

Blue-stochmj—a woman who prides herself on her learning. P.

Lucy (Hutchinson) was evidently a very superior young lady, and looked upon as

the bluest of blue-stockings.

—

Gentleman's Magazine, 1S86.

Sometimes found in the simple form blue.

Bulwer came up to me and said, " There is one blue who insists upon an intro-

duction."

—

Edinburgh Eevieii:, ISSG.

To fiy the blue-peter—to be ready to sail (of a vessel). P. The blue-

peter is a small flag run up on the fore-mast of a ship, to announce

its departure within twenty-four hours. P.

The ensign was at her peak, and at the fore floated the blue-peter.—W. Clark
Russell.

Blue lieu—a nickname for the state of Delaware in the United States.

F. A Blue-hen is a native of the State.

"Your mother was a Blue-hen, no doubt," is a reproof to a person who brags,

especially of his ancestry.

Blush.— To put to the hlu-'ih—to cause one to redden with shame. P.

Ridicule, instead of putting guilt and error to the blush (making guilt and error

ashamed), turned her formidable shafts against innocence and truth.

—

Macaulay.

At the first blush or at first blush—when one looks hastily for the first

time ; at the first sudden appearance. P.

At the first blush the landlord would appear to suffer most, but on nearer exami-

nation the tenants are found in the lowest state of poverty.

—

Xational Reriew, 1SS7.

All purely identical propositions, obviously and at first blush (when first viewed),

appear to contain no certain instruction in them.

Bo.— To say " bo" to a goose. See Boo.

Boards.—On the boards—following the profession of an actor. C.

Lily was on the boards, but Katie could get nothing to do.—Besant.

Bob.—To bear a hob—to join in chorus. F.

To (jive the bob—to cheat ; to overreach. C. Obsolete.

C. I guess the business.

S. It can be no other than to give me the bob (nothing else than a plot to outwit

me).—MA..SSEXOER.
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A bob—a shilling. S.

The trip cost me a bob and a bender (a shilling and sixpence).

Bodkin.—To sit bodkin. See Sit.

Body.—To keep body and mid toyethcr—to sustain life. P.

My earnings are so miserable that they scarcely suffice to keep body and soul to-

gether (to keep me from starving).

Bohemia.—A flavour of Bohemia—a tone of unconventionality ; of

neglect of social rules. P. Bohemia is tlie name applied in London
to the quarter where artists and literary men live as best suits them,

wholly neglecting fashion and the elegant world. In France and

some other countries Bohemian is tlie name applied to the gipsy race,

who, wherev^er they go, live a rough kind of life, apart from other

people.

Meantime there is a flavour of Bohemia about the place which pleases new-comers.

To be sure, Bohemia never had any clubs.

—

Besant.

Bold.—To make bold—to venture. P.

" I make bold, young woman," he said as they went away, " to give you a warning

about my nephew."

—

Besant.

To make bold ivith—to tackle ; to deal with. P.

By the time I was twelve years old I had risen into the upper school, and could

make bold with Eutropius and Cajsar.

As bold as b7'ass—impudent ; without modesty or shame. C.

Fred Bullock told old Osborne of his son's appearance and conduct. " He came in

as bold as brass," said Frederick.

—

Thackekay.

Bon.—Bon gr6, mcd fjri—whether one likes it or not. C. French.

Bon gr6, nial gri, we had to wait our turn.—E. H. Dana.

A bon mot—a clever saying. P. French.

The hon mots of the mother were everywhere repeated.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

A bon vivant—an epicure ; one fond of good living. C. French.

Sir Charles Lyndon was celebrated as a wit and bon vicant.—Thackeray.

Bona.—i?onfi ^fZe^n good faith ; trustworthy. P. Latin.

The offer we make is a boni't fide one (made in good faith).

But this was a bond fide transaction.

—

\Y. 1). Howells.

Bone.—A bone of contention—something which causes a quarrel (as a

bone does when thrown among dogs). P.

The possession of Milan was a bone of contention (cause of quarrel) between the

two monarchs.

To have a bone to pick irith any one—to have some cause of quarrel or

complaint against him. C.

I consider that I have got a bone to pick with Providence about that nose.—H. R.

Hagqard.
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To viake no bones—not to liesitate ; to publish openly. C.

He makes no bones of swearing and lying.

Exp.— llc does not hesitate to swear or lie.

He makes no bones of (publishes openly) his dislike of the natives.

Bonne.—A bonne boitche—a, sweet morsel ; something wliich pleases. C.

French.

If I could ever believe that Mandeville meant anything more by his fable of tho

Bees tlian a bonne houchc of solemn raillery.— S. T. C'oleridok.
Tlie solemn and heavy tragedy came first, and sent most of the audience to sleep,

at least in a figurative sense ; but they were revived by the witty dialogue of the

comedy, which was reserved till the end of the performance as a bonne bouclie.

Boo.—yo say boo or bo to a goose—a test of courage. C. A man wlio

cannot say boo to a goose has no spirit, and is to be despised for Iiis

timidity.

He looks as fierce as a tiger, as much as to say, " Say boo to a goose, if you dare
"

(it will take a bold man to address me).— H.vlip.uktox.

Now you are always writing, and can't say "bo" to a goose.—C. Reade.

Book.—In (he books of; iu (he <jood books q/—in favour with ; a favour-

ite of. P.

I was so much in his books (in his favour) that at his decease lie left me his lamp.

—ADDiso>r.

Then I'U tell you what, Mr. Noggs : if you want to keep in the good books in that

quarter, you had better not call her "the old lady" any more.—Dicken.s.

In (he bad or black books of—in disfavour with. P.

He neglected to call on his aunt, and got into her bad books.

For some reason or other I am in his black books.—\V. E. Norris.

To brinij to book—to call to account ; to accuse of a fault or crime. P.
" By the Lord, sir," cried the major, bursting into speech at sight of the waiter,

who was come to announce breakfast, " it's an extraordinary thing to me that no one

can have the honour and happiness of shooting such beggars without being brought

to book for it."—Dickens.

Bom.—All ones born days—during one's whole experience of life. F.

At last Nicholas pledged himself to betray no further curiosity, and they walked

on, both ladies giggling very much, and declaring that they had never seen such a

wicked creature in all their born days.

—

Dickens.

Xot born yesterday—worldly-wise ; not easily gulled. F.

She was considerable of a long-headed woman ((juite a prudent woman), was

mother; she could see as far ahead as most folks. She warn't born yesterday, I guess

(was not easily outwitted, I venture to say).

—

Halibi'RTON.

Born icith a silver spoon in one's mouth. See Spoon.

Borne.—Borne in upon. See Bear.

Borne in upon one—impressed upon one's mind. C. Generally used of

some foreboding or warning.

It was borne in upon her (impressed upon her mind), as she afterwards expressed

it, to beseech the divine compassion in favour of the houseless wretches constrained,

perhaps, as much by want as evil habit, to break through and steal.

—

James Pavn.
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Bosom.—^ bosom friend—a very intimate friend. P.

"What a strange history that was of his marriage."

"So I have heard ; but he is not quite bosom friend enough with me to have told

me all the particulars."—A. Trolloi'e.

Bota<ny.—Botany Bay—the port in Australia to whicli convicts were

formerly shipped. P.

AVho careth that the respectable family solicitor had a grandfather by the maternal
side sent to Botany Bay 1—Besant.

Bottom.— C>«e's bottom dollar—one's last coin. S. An Americanism.

I would have parted with my bottom dollar to relieve her.

—

Besant.

To he at the bottom of anythinrj—to be the chief instigator in anj'

affair. C.

I am sure Russell is at the bottom of (the chief instigator in) this movement to get

rid of our present musical conductor.

A t bottom—really ; essentially. C.

He was a kind-hearted man at bottom (under the surface, however roughly he
might speak).

—

James Payn.

Bow.— To draw the long bow—to exaggerate. C.

Then he went into a lot of particulars, and I begun (began) to think he was drawing
the long bow.—W. D. Howells.
King of Corpus (College), who was an incorrigible wag, was on the point of pulling

some dreadful long bow (telling some dreadfully exaggerated story).—Thackeray.

To have a second strincj to one's bow—to be provided with something in

reserve in case of an accident liappening. P.

Moreover, in his impatient ambition and indefatigable energy, he had sought a

second string to his bow: the public and the publishers sliowed their sense of his

abilities as a pamphleteer and a novelist.

—

EdlnhurgJi Revicn:

Exp.—Moreover, in his impatient ambition and indefatigable energy, he (Disraeli)

had sought to have another career open, on which he might fall back if he failed in

politics : he was gaining popularity as a pamphleteer and a novelist.

To draw a bow at a venture—to make an attack blindly ; to say or do

something without knowing exactly what the result will be. C. See

1 Kings xxii.

"And your mother was an Indian," said Lady Jane, drawing her bow at a venture.
—Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

Bowels.—His bowels yearned—he felt full of sympatliy or affection. P.

That evening Alexis did come home to dinner. He arrived about ten o'clock,

with his eyes red and swollen, would take nothing but a glass of tea, and so to bed.

At the siglit of his inoffensive sorrow, the mother's bowels began to yearn over
(the mother felt her heart drawn to) her son.—C. Eeaue.

Boivels of mercy or compassion—compassionate feelings
;
pity. P.

And at least it would be a faee worth seeing—the face of a man who was without
bowels of merey.-R. L. Steven.son.
We men of business, you see, Carew, must have bowels of compassion like any

other.—Mu.s. E. Lynn Linton.



Bowl [ 41 ] Bread

Bowl.—To hold out—to stop in a successful career. F. A cricketiiig

phrase.

"Bowled out, eh?" said Kouth.
"Stumped, sir," replied Dallas.—E. Yates.

To howl over—to knock down ; to overturn. C.

It was ^^^thin a day of Thursday's visit that Bennet's last defence was thus placidly

bowled over.

—

Sarau Tytler.

Box.—/'t the same hox—equally embarrassed. C.

" How is it that you are not dancing?"
He murmured something inaudible about "partner."

"Well, we are in the same box."—H. 11. Haguard.

To hox the compass—to shift round to all quarters. C. A nautical

phrase.

After a week or so the wind would regularly box the compass, as the sailors call

it.—Blackmore.
So my lady reasoned in her rapid way, and boxed the compass all round (tried every

method of argument).—Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

To hox Harry—to avoid the regular hotel table, and take something

siibstantial at tea-time to avoid expense. S. A phrase used by com-

mercial travellers.

Boy.—A hoy in huttons—a lad who acts as door-servant and waiter in an
establishment. C.

The very boy in buttons thought more of his promotion than of the kind mis-

tress who had housed, clothed, and fed him when a parish orphan.—G. J. Whyte-
Melville.

Boycott.—To boycott a person—to refuse to deal with a person, in the

way of buying or selling, or of social intercourse : from Captain Boy-

cott, a landowner in Ireland, who was so treated during the agrarian

war about 1885.

BrS/SS.—-4 brass farthing—a symbol of what is worthless. C.

He could perceive his wife did not care one brass farthing about him.—H. E.

Haggard.

Brazen.—To hrazen out an act—to refuse to confess to a guilty action, or

to Ijoast of it ; to be without shame regarding it. C.

As to Bullying Bob, he brazened the matter out, declaring he had been affronted

by the Franklands, and that he was glad he had taken his revenge of them.

—

Maria
Edgeworth.

Bread.—To take bread and salt—to bind oneself by oath. An old-

fashioned phrase.

To break bread—to eat ; to be a guest. C. Old-fashioned in ordinary

prose.

As often as Mr. Staunton was invited, or invited himself, to break bread at the

Villa des Chataigniers, so often did Violet express her intention of eating her own
luncheon or dinner in company with Hopkins, a faithful old servant.—W. E. Norris.
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Bread and hiUter—material welfare; what sustains life, C.

Former pride was too strong for jiresent prudence, and the question of bread and
butter was thrown to the winds iu revolt at tlie shape of the platter in which it was

offered.

—

Mks. E. Lynn Linton.

Bread-basket—a vulgar name for tlie stomach.

Bread and cheese—tlie bare necessaries of life.

A " bread-and-cheese " marriaye—a marriage to a man who cannot afford

to give his wife luxuries. C.

You describe in well-chosen language the miseries of a bread-and-cheese marriage

to your eldest daughter.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

Break.— V'o break down— [a) to lose control over one's feelings. P.

"They had better not try," replies Lady Swansdown, and then she suddenly breaks

down and cries.

—

Florence Markyat.

(b) to fail in health. P.

I have worked hard since I came here ; but since Abner left me at the pinch it

hasn't been man's work, Jacky : it has been a wrestling match from dawn to dark.

No man could go on so and not break down.—C. Reade.

To break in—to uiterrupt another with a remark. P.

" Oh, don't talk to me about Rogers !
" his wife broke in.—W. D. Howells.

To break ground. See Ground.

To break off ivith—to cease to Iiave communications with ; to rcnoimce

the acquaintance of. P.

Well, then, I consent to break off with Sir Charles, and only sec him once more—
as a friend.

—

Reade.

To break up—to be near death ; to show signs of approaching dissolu-

tion. C.

"Poor Venables is breaking up," observed Sir Brian as they strolled away.—Good
Words, 1887.

To break with—[a) to break the matter to ; to announce news to. Obsolete.

Let us not break with him.—Shakespeare : Julius Ccrsar.

(6) to quarrel with ; to cease to be friendly with. P.

"But what cause have I given him to break with me?" says the countess, trem-

bling.—Florence Marryat.

To break (he ice—to commence a conversation where tliere has been an

awkward silence ; to speak first on a delicate matter. C.

" I will not," said Lochiel, " break the ice. That is a point of honour with me."—
Macaulay.
fcj).—Lochiel said that he would not be the first to speak (of submission), for that

was a point of honour with him.

To break the news—to impart startling information in a gentle manner ;

preparing the recipient gradually for tlie shock. P.

It suggested to mo that I liad better break the news to them (of their father's

death by tlie explosion of a boiler), and mechanically I accepted the suggestion and
rode away sadly to the Italian villa.

—

I'he Miitletoe Bough, 18S5.
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Breakers.—Breakers ahead—a cry of danger. C. The phrase is taken

from sea-life, where the cry, "Breakers ahead!" announces innncdiatc

peril to a vessel. Breakers are waves Mhich go into foam over rocks,

or in shallow water.

It nLidc lier forget the carking anxieties, the vision of social breakers ahead, that

had begun to take the gilding off her position.

—

Blackmore.

Breast.— To make a clean brea-st of—to make a full and free confession

of something that has been kept a secret. C.

She resolved to make a clean breast of it (confess the whole affair) before she died.
—Scott.

Breath.— The breath of one's 7ios(rils—something as valuable as life

itself. P.

The novels were discussed in the society whose flatteries were as the breath of Iiis

nostrils.

—

Edinburgh Reviev:, 1SS6.

Exp.—The novels were discussed in aristocratic circles, whose flatteries were as dear

to Disraeli as his own Ufe.

To take aicay one's breath—to cause surprise or consternation. C.

He was so polite, he flattered with a skill so surprising, he was so fluent, so com-
pletely took away her breath (astonished her), that when he finally begged per-

mission to deliver a valedictory oration to all the young ladies, Miss IJilliugsworth,

without thinking what she was doing, granted that permission.

—

Besant.

Under one's breath—very quietly ; in fear. P.

" A good thing they did not bethink themselves of cutting ofT my hair," she said

under her breath (in a whisper, so that no one could hear).

Breathe.—To breathe one's last—to die. P.

It had breathed its last in doing its master service.

—

Thackeray.

Brick.—A reyidar brick—a good fellow ; a pleasant man. F.

In brief I don't stick to declare Father Dick,

So they called him for short, was a regular brick.—Barham.

Like bi'icks, or like a thousand of bricks—with a great impetus or force;

violently. S.

Out flies the fare like bricks.

—

Dickens.

If the master discovers what we are doing, he will come down on us like a thousand

of bricks (give us a great scolding).

With a brick in one's hcU—drunk. American slang.

I think our friend over there has a brick in his hat (is intoxicated).

Brief.—To accept a brief on behalf of—to espouse the cause of. C. A
phrase of legal origin.

Not a little to Gilbert's surprise, Mr. Buswell flatly declined to make this con-

cession, alleging that he had not sufficient knowledge of the circumstances to justify

him in accepting a brief on behalf of (in defending) the accused.—W. E. Xouuis.

To hold a brieffor another—to devote oneself to his defence ; to urge all

that can be said in his justification. C.

Professor Dowden liolds a brief for Shelley. —Matthew Aksold.
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Bring.—To bring into play—io cause to act ; to set in motion ; to give

scope to. P.

The very incongruity of their relative positions brought into play all his genius.

—

Macmillan's Magazine, 1SS7.

To bring about—to cause to happen ; to assist in accomplishing. P.

There are many who declare that they would be willing to bring about an Anglo-
Russian alliance upon the terms of giving Russia her head in the direction of Con-
stantinople.

—

FortnUjhtlij Review, 1SS7.

To bring round—to restore ; to cause to recover. P.

" How is poor old No. 50 to-day ?

"

" Much the same."

"Do you think you will bring him round, sir?"—C. Reade.

To bring up—(of a sailing vessel) to stop ; to cease movmg. P.

He was still plunged in meditation when the cutter brought up in the bay.

—

Good
Words, 1887.

To bring to bear—to cause to happen ; to bring to a successful issue. C.

There was therefore no other method to bring things to bear but by persuading
you that she was dead.—Goldsmith.

To bring down the house—to call forth enthusiastic applause. C.

Toole on his last appearance in Edinburgh brought down the house (had an en-

thusiastic reception).

Every sentence brought down the house as I never saw one brought down before.

—

J. R. Lowell.

To bring to the hammer. See Hammer.

To bring to book. See Book.

To bring to—to resuscitate ; to cause to recover. C.

I once brought a fellow to (made a fellow revive) that was drowned.

—

H.\libueton.

Broom.—^ew brooms sioeep dean—those newly appomted to office are

apt to make great changes. C.

If new brooms do not sweep clean, at any rate they sweep away.

—

Blackicood's

Magazine, 1SS7.

To jump the broomstick—to he irregularly married. F.

Three or four score of undergraduates, reckless of parental will, had offered her
matrimony, and three or four newly-elected fellows were asking whether they would
vacate if they happened to jump the broomstick.

—

Blackmdre.
Tliis woman in Gerrard Street here had been married very young—over the broom-

stick, as we say—to a tramping man.—Dickens.

Brown.—Broivn, Jones, and Robinson—representatives of Englishmen of

the middle class. P. Their adventures were published in Punch.

After tlie splendid revelry of the mess-table, Captains Brown, Jones, and Robinson
would turn out in all tlie glory of red cloth and gold braid.

—

Mistletoe Bough, 1S86.
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To aMovish the Broitms—to do something, notwithstanding the sliock it

•yvill give to tlie prejudices of one's neighbours. F.

If we go on to the top of the 'bus, oiir conduct will astonish the Browns (shock our

prejudiced neighbours).

To do hrotrn—to hoodwink completely ; to gain complete mastery over.

S. See Do.

His was an imaginative poetical composition, easily scorched enough, but almost

incapable of being thoroughly done brown.—U. J. Wuyte-Melville.

Broicn Bes.<!—a musket. F.

The British soldier—with liis clothing and accoutrements, his pouches, haversack,

biscuits, and ammunition, not to mention Brown Bess, his mainstay and dependence
—nothing punishes him so much as wet.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

Brutum.—Brutum fulmen—a harmless thunderbolt. P. Latin.

Bubble.—Bubble and squeak—fried beef and cabbage. F. Also used

contemptuously of what is little prized.

Rank and title ! bubble and squeak ! No, not half so good as bubble and squeak-
English beef and good cabbage.

—

Lytton.

Buckle.— To huclle to—to set to work at in earnest; to apply oneself

diligently to work. F.

We all buckled to with a will, doing four hours a day.—11. R. Haggard.

Buckler.—To give the bucklers—to yield ; to lay aside all thoughts of

defence. F.

Age is nobody when youth is in place,

It gives the other the bucklers.

—

Old Play.

To take vp the bucklers—to struggle ; to contend. Old-fashioned.

Charge one of them to take up the bucklers

Against that hair-monger Horace.

—

Decker.

Bud.— To check or nip in the bud—to destroy at an early age ; to lose no

time in suppressing. C.

Guessing his intentions, she had resolved to check them in the bud.—Dickens.

Bull.—A bull's eye—the inner disk of a target, surrounded by rings of

increasing magnitude. F. "To make a bull's eye " = to fire a highly

successfid sliot ; to score a great success ; to gain a striking advantage.

The Republicans had made a bull's eye, and were jubilant.

—

Xai: York Herald,

August 1, ISSS.

A bull in a china shop—something in a place where it will do an exces-

sive amount of damage. C.

Poor John ! he was perfectly conscious of his own ponderosity—more so perhaps

than liis sprightly mother-in-law gave him credit for. He felt like a bull in a china

shoji.

—

Murray's M(ifjazi)u, 1SS7.

To take the bull bi/ the horns—to attack something formidable in a bold

and direct fashion. C.

Happening, therefore, to meet Monckton one windy morning wlion lie was walking
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into Kingscliff to keep an appointment, he resolved to take the bull by the horns.

—W. E. NoRRis, in Good Words, 1887.

"RvXieXi.—Every bullet has its billet—it is appointed beforehand l)j' fate

what soldiers will fall in battle ; it is no use contending against fate. C.

"Well," he remarked consolingly, "every bullet has its billet."—H. R. Haggard.

No one talks now of "every bullet having its billet," or thinks of life as an

"appointed spsLU."—Contemporary Reviciv, 1SS7.

Bundle.—To bundle in—to enter in an unceremonious fashion. F.

I say, Frank, I must have a dip ; I shall bundle in.—G. J. "SVhvte-Melville.

Buridan.—Buriclan's ass—a man of indecision. P. Buridan, the

Greek sophist, maintained that if an ass could be placed between two

haystacks, so that its choice was evenly balanced between them, it

would starve to death.

He was a Buridan's ass of a man, and seldom came to a decision till it was too late.

Burn.—To burn one's finrjers—to suffer loss or hurt by meddling with

something out of one's own sphere, as by investing in some plausible

financial speculation, or taking part in another's quarrel. C.

He has been bolstering up these rotten iron-works too long. I told him he would

burn his fingers.—Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

To burn the candle at both ends—to expend one's resources in two

directions ; to consume one's energies in a double way. C.

Washington Irving talks of Goldsmith burning the candle at both ends in the

heading to chapter xxiii. of his Life.

To burn one's boats—to leave no means of retreat ; to act irrevocably. P.

Then he took the perforated cardboard and tore that likewise into small pieces.

" Now I have burned my boats with a vengeance " (certainly left myself no way of

retreat), he added grimly.—James Payn.

A burned child dreads the jire—those who have suffered are \\-ary. C.

Bury.—To burij the hatchet—to cease fighting. F. The phrase comes

from a Red Indian custom in warfare.

But the Harcourts and the EUacorabes, the Gaysworthys and Fitz-George Standish,

were among the more familiar of the guests invited to this dinner, which was essen-

tially a well-dressed po%K-v'ow (council) to witness the burying of the liatcliet and the

smoking of the calumet.

—

Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

Bush.— To beat about the bush—to avoid a direct statement of what must

be said ; to convey one's meaning in a roundalwut fashion. P.

No ;
give me a chap that hits out straight from the shoulder. Can't you see this

is worth a hundred Joneses beating about the bush and droning us all to sleep?

—

C. Reade.

Good tvine needs no bush—vi good thing requires no advertisement; it
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conimeiuls itself. P. Formerly the branch of a tree ^^•as hung out

in front of a tavern to indicate tliat liquor was for sale.

If it be true that good wine needs no bush (is its own recommendation), 'tis true

that a good play needs no epilogue.—Shakespeake.

Bushel.— Under a bushel—secretly ; without otlicrs knowing it. C.

Ah, you can't give a dinner under a bushel—AV. D. Howells.

Business.—To (]0 about one's business—to go oflF. F. Tlie plirasc is

generally used in dismissuig an intruder.

Bidding the soldiers go about their business and the coach to drive off. Hill let go
of his prey sulkily, and waited for other opportunities of revenge.

—

Tiiackeuay.

A man of business— {a) a man gifted with powers of management ; one who
can prudently direct the details of an enterprise or undertaking. P.

He was one of the most skilful debaters and men of business in the kingdom.

—

Macaulay.

[b) a legal adviser.

The tenant resolved to consult his man of business.

To do the business for a man—to kill a man. F.

His last imprudent exposure of himself to the night air did the business for him
(put an end to his life).

To have no business in a place, or no business to do anything—(a) to have

no occupation calling one thither, or no right to do tlie thing. C.

You had no business to meet Mr. Campion without my knowledge ; it was dis-

graceful of you.—F. Anstey.

(b) figuratively of things.

A frown upon the atmosphere
That hath no business (ought not) to appear
Where skies are blue and earth is gay.

—

Byron.

To mean business—to have serious intentions ; to be bent on executing a

project. C.

He really felt very much hurt and seriously alarmed, because it never had occurred
to him that the other two should also mean business (have serious intentions—of

marrying Clair).

—

Besant.

Butter.—Buttered finrjers—fingers through wliich a ball slips. Used
contemptuously of a cricket player wlio fails to hold a ball. F.

To look as if butter would not melt in one's mouth—to look unconcerned;

harmless and innocent. F.

These good young ladies, who look as if butter wouldn't melt in their mouths, are

not a whit better than the rest of us.

—

Blackmore.
£^7).—These good young ladies, who look so very prim and innocent, are in no

way better than the rest of us.

To knoiv on Schick side one's bread is buttered—to be well aware of one's

own interests ; to be full of worldly wisdom as far as regards oneself. C.
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" Pshaw ! " answered his mercurial companion, " he knows on which side his bread

is buttered."

—

Dickens.
Ej:p.—His mercurial companion, with an exclamation of impatience, answered,

"He knows where his interests lie."

To butter both sides of one's bread—to gain advantages from two parties

at one time.

Well, as soon as he (the devoted young parson) can work it, he marries the richest

gal (girl) in all his flock (congregation), and then his bread is buttered on both sides

(he obtains a yearly income from two sources).

—

Halibukton.

Buffer fo buffer is no relish—something substantial is required as a basis

for what is merely a relish.

Buy.—To buy in—to purchase goods at an auction on behalf of the per-

son selling. P.

The articles were mainly those that had belonged to the previous owner of the

house, and had been bought in by the late Mr. Charmond at the auction.—Thomas
Hardy.

To buy the refusal of anything—to give money for the right, at a future

time, of purchasing it for a fixed price. C.

I have bought the refusal of the neighbouring piece of land for fifty dollars. Its

price is five hundred.

To buy off a jyerson—to cause one to cease from opposition by giving

him a sum of money, or other benefit. C.

It was the potential destroyer of their house whom they had to propitiate—the

probable possessor of their lands whom they had to buy off as best they could.—

Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

To buy up—a stronger form of buy, signifying the complete purchase of

a quantity of goods. C,

I was so delighted with his last box of curios that I bought them up (purchased

the whole lot).

By.

—

By this—when this took j^lace. F.

By this, John had his hand on the shutters,—E. L. Stevenson.

By-and-by—after a time. C.

He hoped, could he overtake them, to have company by-and-by.—Bitnyan.

By-the-bye—this phrase is used to introduce a new subject for which

the hearers are not prepared. P.

By-the-bye, gentlemen, since I saw you here before, we have had to weep over a

\exf melancholy occurrence.

—

Dicken.s.

Note.—The speaker, before going on to the ordinary business of the meeting, makes
a reference to an outside subject, and apologizes, as it were, for taking this liberty.

Bygones.

—

To let bygones he bygones—to ignore the past. F.

Can't we let bygones be bygones and start afresh?—W. E. Norris.
Moreover, bygones being bygones, he had made an excursion into the "Rockies,"

—

W.M. Bt..\ck.
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Cacoethes.—Cacoethes .<tcribendl—a. diseased love of Aviiting. P,

Our friend is afflicted with cacoethes scribcndi (an itch for writing).

Caesar.—Civgar^^ wife should be above suspicion. When Ct'sai", whose
own reputation was not above reproach, was remonstrated with for

putting away his wife on a mere suspicion, he replied thalt it did not

matter for Ca?sar, but Civsar's wi/e should be above suspicion in

matters of morality. P. The phrase is now used in a general way
to express the need there is that those immediately connected with

great men should have a flawless reputation.

"Cajsar's wife," you remember the Eoraan dictator said
—

"Cassar's wife must be
above susincion." Surely, if even a heathen thought that, we, Charlotte, with all our
privileges (the speaker was a bishop), ought to be very careful on what sort of man
we bestow Ins.^Cornhill Marjazine, 1387.

Cseteris.—Caferis 2Mribus—other things being equal. P. Latin.

A very rich man, from low beginnings, may buy his election in a borough, but,

cteteris paribus, a man of family will be preferred.—Boswell.

Cain.— The curse of Cain. See Curse.

Cake.— you caii't both have or keep your cal-e and eat it—a common
proverb, signifying the impossibility of reaping the advantages of two
wholly opposite courses of conduct. A person must choose which
course he will follow, and which set of advantages he prefers, and be

prepared to resign any claim to the other set of advantages. P.

Mr. Howorth seems to us to be counting—as, indeed, men do often count—on the

ability both to keep your cake and eat it ; but, as a matter of fact, that always turns

out to be impracticable.

—

Spectator, 1SS7.

Slave-holders in rebellion had alone among mortals the privilege of having their

cake and eating it.—J. II. Lowell.

il/y cake is dough—I am quite disappointed. F.

Notwithstanding all these traverses, we are confident here that the match will take,

otherwise my cake is doMgh.—Hoiuell's Letters.

To take the cake—to be first in a contest ; to secure the first place in a

competition. An Americanism.

The Wesleyans, however, take the cake, having by far the finest church building

in the city—a Gothic structure of graceful design.

—

Boston Commercial Bulletin,

May 2G, ISSS.

Calf.—To eat (he calf in the covj's bdhj—to be too ready to anticipate; to

be over-sanguine of (obtaining something. F.

I ever made shift to avoid anticii)ations ; I never would eat the calf in the cow's

belly.— S. KicHARDSON.

4
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Calflove—the juvenile passion of a young man. C.

'Twas no fiery-furnace kind of calf love on my part, but a matured and sensible

admixture of gratitude and sincere affection.—G. A. Sala.
I thought that it was a childish besotment j'ou Iiad for tlie man—a sort of calf love,

that it would be a real kindness to help you out of.—KnoiiA Brougiito.\-.

Call.—To call at a place—to visit it. P. Said both of persons and of

vessels.

"I shall have the honour of calling at the Bedford, sir, if you'll permit me," said

the major.

—

Dickens.

To call to account—to censure ; to demand an explanation from. P.

She can't call Ensign Bloomington to account; can she, hey?—Maria Edoeworth.

Called to one's accoinU—removed by death.

At call. Tliis plirase is used with regard to money -whicli is deposited

and can he drawni at any time without previous notice given. P.

To call doicn—to invoke ; to pray to Heaven for.

To callfor—[a) to need or demand. P.

I do not think this letter calls for an answer.

(i) The phrase is used wliere a visit is paid with a special purpose.

C. For instance, a parcel is often labelled, "To be left till called

for."

To call forth—to bring out ; to cause to appear ; to elicit. P.

The article called forth a host of rejoinders.

She was conscious that few women can be certain of calling forth this admiration.
—Besant.

To call names—to speak disrespectfully to or of a person. C.

When he called his mother names because she wouldn't give up the young~lady's

property, and she relenting caused him to relent likewise and fall down on one knee

and ask her blessing, how the ladies in the audience sobbed.

—

Dickens.

To call on or upon—(a) to invoke the aid of. P.

Wliat signifies calling every moment upon the devil, and courting his friendship ?—
GoLDsMiin.

——(h) to pay a visit to. P.

y'o call out—to cliallenge to fight a duel. P.

My friend, Jack Willes, sent me down a cook from the Mansion House for the

English cookery—the turtle and venison department : I had a chief cook, who called

out the Englishman, by the way.—Tiiackekay.
My master was a man very apt to give a short answer himself, and likely to call a

man out for it afterwards.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

7'o call a person to order—(of tlie chairman of a meeting) to declare that

the person has broken the rules of debate, or is bcliaving in an un-

seemly manner. P.

He had lost his temper in the House that evening ; he had been called to order by
Mr. Speaker.

—

Wm. Black.
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To call over—to recite a list of names. P.

We were now prevented from further conversation by the arrival of the jailer's

servants, who came to call over the iirisoncrs' names.—GoLi>sMiTir.

To call over the coals—to find fault witli. F.

He affronted me once at the last election by calling a freeholder of mine over the

coals.

—

Maria Edgewoutk.

To call in question—to throw doubt upon ; to challenge the truth of. P.

If the moral quality of his hero could not in safety be called in question (doubted),

any suggestion of weakness in him as a writer was still more unendurable.—James
Payn.

To call up—to revive the memory of ; to bring to remembrance. P.

Ca^mel.— To break the cameVs hack—to lie the last thing which catises a

catastrophe. P. The proverb runs :
" It is the last straw that breaks

the camel's back."

I do not know exactly what it was that Biver did at last ; it was something which
not only broke the camel's back (was sufficient to cause a catastrophe—his dismissal),

but made the cup run over.

—

Besant.
" You find poor Jenny full of cares," he says, alluding to his wife. " She had about

as much as she could manage before, poor girl, but this last featlier has almost broken
the camel's back."—Flokence Marryat.

Camp.—To camjj out—to live in a tent in the open country. P.

Candle.—To hold or show a candle to any one—to be in any way compar-

able with him. C.

As for other fellows—fellows of my own standing—there isn't one to show a candle

to me.

—

Besant.
"And to think," he went on, without heeding my remark, "that she has spent the

whole of her life in a country parsonage ! So much for rural simplicity. Why, there

isn't one of these Belgravian women who could hold a candle to her for coolness."

—

W. E. NORRIS.
I say she's the best, the kindest, the gentlest, the sweetest girl in England, and

that, bankrupt or no, my sisters are not fit to hold candles to her.—Thackeray.
In such literature servants could mix with grand ladies, to whom Miss Prior, with

her crony the governess, could not hold the candle (were quite inferior).—Sarah
Tytler.

To hold the candle—to act as assistant ; to aid and abet. C.

I'll be candle-holder, and look on.

—

Shakespeare.

To hum the candle at both ends. See Burn.

To hold a candle to the devil—to diverge from what is strictly right or

moral ; to do knowingly what is wrong. C.

Here I have been holding a candle to the devil, to show him the way to mischief.—

Scott.

Lady Bassett's wrist went around his neck in a moment. "Oh, Charles dear, for

my sake hold a little, little candle to the devil."

—

Eeade.

Cannot.—/ cannot aimy tcith this—I detest it ; I abominate it. C.

Couriers and ladies' maids, imperials and travelling carriages, are an abomination

to me; I cannot away with them.

—

Hughes.
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Canvas.—To r/et or receive the canvas. An obsolete phrase signifying

the same as the modern to get the sack.

I lose my honour if the Don receives the canvas.—Shirley.

Cap.—The cap and bells. Tliese were carried by fools in the middle

ages, as tokens of their office. Tlie "fools" were licensed jesters.

(See King Lear.)

And, look you, one is bound to speak the truth as far as one knows it, whether one

mounts a cap and bells or a shovel-hat (is a fool or a bishop).

—

Thackeray.

To cap the globe—to surpass everything. F.

"Well," I exclaimed, using an expression of the district, "that caps the globe,

however."—C. Bronte.

If the cap fits, ivear it— if the remark applies to you, consider it well. C.

The truth is, when a searching sermon is preached, each sinner takes it to himself.

I am glad Mr. Hawes fitted the cap on.— Reade.

Cap in hand—in the submissive attitude of one who has a favour to

ask. C.

And Tulliver, with his rough tongue filled by a sense of obligation, would make a

better servant than any chance fellow who was cap in hand for a situation.—George
Eliot.

To set one's caj) at—(of a woman) to try to captivate ; to try to obtain as

a husband. P.

" You won't like everything from India now, Miss Sharp," said the old gentleman ;

but when the ladies had retired after dinner, the wily old fellow said to his son,

" Have a care, Joe ; that girl is setting her cap at you."—Thackeray.
The girls set their caps at him, but he did not marry.

—

Reade.

To cap verses—to compose or recite a verse beginning with the final

letter of a verse given by the previous speaker. P. A favourite

pastime.

They had amused themselves during their daily constitutionals by capping Greek

and Latin verses.

—

Macmillan's Magazine, ISSO.

To cap the climax—to go beyond already large limits ; to say or do some-

thing extraordinary. C.

Lively George, as his neighbours call him (and very appropriately too, in spite of

his threescore and ten years), who comes once in a while to do odd jobs about the

garden, is fond of talking in a grandiloquent manner. He speaks of clearing away

the "debray," and of people who haven't mucli "sentimentology" about them, etc.

But he capped the climax the other morning when he greeted the gentleman of the

house, who had just made his appearance on the porch after several days' confine-

ment to his room by illness, with, "Ah, sir, good-mornin', sir. Glad to see you are

non compos mentis once more, sir."

—

St. Andreios Citizen, ISSS.

Capital.—To make capital out of anything—to use anytliing for one's

own profit. C
I suppose Russia was not bound to wait till they were in a position to make capital

out of her again (use her for their own advancement again).—M. .\rnold.



Captain [ 03 ] Carpet

Captain.—To come Captain Stiff over a person—to be arrogant iii be-

haviour towards him. 8.

I sbouldn't quite come Captain Stiff over him, but I should treat liim with a kind
of air, too, as if—hem ! how delightful.—S. Wakkek.

Caput.—Caput mortmnn—a worthless residue. P. Latin.

Card.—On the can?.')- —probable ; expected to happen ; spoken about, or

ainiounced. C.

\Vhat if Mr. Slope should become dean of Uarchester? To be sure, there was no
adequate ground— indeed, no ground at all—for presuming that such a desecration

could even be contemplated; but nevertheless it was on the cards (probable).—A.
TKOLLOI'E.

Of course the success of the mine is always on the cards.

—

Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

A great card—a popular or prominent man ; a man much talked about

and admu'ed. F.

Captain D'Orville, the great card of the regiment, came clanking into the porter's

lodge to get a glass of water for the dame.—G. J. Wuvte-Melville.

To speah hy the card—to be careful with one's words. C. Probably a

sea plirase, card here being the mariner's compass, which gives the

ship's direction exactly.

How absolute the knave is ! We must speak by the card, or equivocation will undo
us.

—

Shakespeare.
Exp.—How peremptory the fellow is ! We must be careful with our words, lest

they be used to ruin us.

Speaking only by the card, and of that which I saw witli my own eyes, I don't

think that Maum Buckey was any crueller than other slave-owners of her class.

—

G. A. Sala.

To throw up one's cards—to cease to struggle ; to despair of success in

any enterprise ; to confess oneself vanquished. F.

He perceived at once that his former employer was right, and that it only remained
for him to throw up his cards.—W. E. Norri.s.

Care.—Cart killed a cat. This proverb refers to the depressing effects

of care upon the bodily health ; it even killed a cat, which has nine

lives. See Cat.

"Come, come," said Silver, "stop this talk Care killed a cat. Fetch ahead for

the doubloons."—R. L. Stevenson.

Carpet.—On the carpet—under discussion. P. On the tapis is an

equivalent phrase.

The talk was all of him : of his magnificence, his meanness, his manners, his prin-

ciples, his daughter and her future marriage—already on the carpet of discussion

and surmise.

—

Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

To come or he hroiujht on the carpet—to be introduced. C. Carpet was

formerly tised for table-cloth.

There were few better sikcs (speculations) among us than inns and churches, until

the railroads came on the carpet (were introduced).

—

Haltburton.
He shifted the discourse in his turn and (with a more placid air) contrived to bring

another subject upon the carpet.

—

Graves.
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A carpet-barjfjer—a Yankee speculator who, after the great United States

Civil War, went to the South to make money out of the impoverished

country. C.

At election times he was the terror of Kepublican stump-orators and carpel-

baggers.—BkicA; wood's Magazine, 18S7.

A carpet-knight—a gentleman who receives the honour of knighthood

from his sovereign, not for services on the battle-field, but for services

at court or as a peaceful citizen. P.

By heaven, I change

My thought, and hold thy valour light,

As that of some vain carpet-knight.

Who ill deserved my courteous care.

And whose best boast is but to wear

A braid of his fair lady's hair.

—

Scott.

Ceirriage.—A carriage-aud-four—a carriage drawn by four horses. P.

"A carriage-and-four, papa
;
pray come and look."

" Fuur horses !
" exclaimed Mrs. Armytage, in the excitement of the moment for-

getting her own canons of etiquette, and rising from her chair to obtain a better view

of the approaching vehicle.

—

Jame.s Payn.

Carriage company—people who are wealthy enough to keep private car-

riages. C.

There is no phrase more elegant and to my taste than that in which people are

described as " seeing a great deal of carriage company."

—

Thackebay.

Carry.—To carry all before one—to be completely successful or popu-

lar. C.

Adelina Patti carries all before her (is popular with every one) wherever she goes.

To carry the day—to win a victory ; to prove superior. P.

When such discussions arise, money generally carries the day—and should do so.

—

A. Trollope.

To carry anything too far—to exceed the jjroper bounds in anything. C.

Of course you may carry the thing too far, as (in the well-known story) when Mr.

A. was twitted by Mr. B. with having sent a man to sleep in his (Mr. B.'s) church.

—

Cornhill Magazine, ISSS.

To carry off—(a) to help to pass ; to aid ; to supplement or supply what

is lacking. P.

She was one who required none of the circumstances of studied dress to carry off

aught (supply anything deficient) in her own appearance.—A. Tiiollope.
,

(b) to cause tlie death of. P.

The change of air carried him off.

—

Temple.

To carry it off—to refuse to succumb ; to pretend indifference. C. The
phrase is used when a person is placed in an awkward or humiliating

position, and tries to hide his feelings of shame or confusion.

Frightened too—I could see that—but carrying it off, sir, really like Satan.— K. L.

Stevknson.
He is here, good sir, waiting your pleasure—here in London—walking the streets

at noonday, carrying it off jauntily.

—

Dickens.
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To cai-ry on—(a) to conduct ; to manage. P.

The internal government of England coulil be carried on only by tlie advice and

agency of English ministers.—Macaula v.

(6) to behave in a particular fashion, so as to call attention to one's

conduct ; to misbeliavc. F.

It was Mrs. Emptage; and how she carried on, with tears and congratulations.

—

Besant.
He is further said to have carried on with Satanic wildness in Limehousc and the

West India Dock Road of an evening.—Bk.sant.
When he's got no money he is tempted to do wicked things, and carries on shame-

ful (conducts himself in a shameful manner).

—

Besant.

To cany out—to bring to completion ; to give practical effect to. P.

To carry out the aims he had in view, he tolerated and made use of persons whose
characters he despised.— Westminster Bcvkw, ISSS.

Here he lived too, in skipper-like state, all alone with his nephew Walter, a boy of

foiurtecn, who looked quite enough like a midshipman to carry out the prevailing

idea.

—

Dickens.

J'o carri/ one''s point—to succeed in one's aim. P.

They were bent upon placing their fiiend Littleton iu the Speaker's chair ; and they

had carried their point triumphantly.-Macaulay.

7'o carry fhrouyh—to bring to completion. P,

The whole country is filled with such failures—swaggering beginnings that could

not be carried through.

—

Tuackeuay.

Carried aicay by one's feelings—under the guidance of emotion and not

of reason ; overcome by emotion. P.

Having an honest and sincere mind, he was not carried away by a popular preju-

dice.—TiLLOTSON.

CErt.—To put the cart before the horse—to put the wrong thing first. F.

To begin physics at this stage is to put the cart before the horse (begin with a

subject that should come afterwards). Study geometry first.

Carte.—Carte blanche—iuW freedom
;
perfect liberty to act in anything

as one pleases. P. French.

There is carte blanche to the school-house fags to go where they like.—Hughes.
So he sent off Amelia once more in a carriage to her mamma with strict orders and

carte blanche to purchase everything requisite for a lady of Mrs. George Osborne's

fashion who was going on a foreign tour.

—

Thackeray.

Cast.—To cast about— («) to devise or plan. C.

lie cast about all that day, and kept his brain working on the one anxious subject

through all the round of schemes and business that came with it.— Dickens.

(b) to look around one ; to search mentally or actually. P.

Here he cast about for a comfortable seat.—R. L. Stevkn.son.

And now in his banishment he began casting about for similar means of ingratiat-

ing himself with the upper ten.

—

Edinbunjh Review, ISS?.

Cast down—dejected ; in low spirits. P.

For my part 1 was horribly cast down.— R. L. Stevenson.
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To cast out—to quarrel. F.

The goddesses cast out Oiuarrelled) over the possession of the golden apple

To cast up—(a) to reproach or upbraid. F. Scotch.

For what between you twa has ever been,

Nane to the other will cast up, I ween.—Ross.

Exp.—For no one, I think, will reproacli tlie other for past transactions.

(6) to add arithmetically ; to compute. P.

William gave him a slate and a slate-pencil, and taught him how to make figures

and to cast up sums.—Maria Edgeworth.

(c) to turn up ; to appear unexpectedly. P.

Nor, though last not least, must we omit to mention the iVdc of Bubbleton, who
have one and all cast up from " the Spout," as that salubrious town is sometimes
denominated.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

A casting vote—a vote which decides when the voting is otherwise equal.

P. The chairman of a meeting often exercises this power.

Caste.—To lose caste—to cease to enjoy the consideration of one's asso-

ciates ; to be thrown out of the society of one's equals. C.

You may do anything you please without losing caste.

—

Dickens.

Castles.—Castles in the air—visionary schemes. P.

These were but like castles in the air, and in men's fancies vainly imagined.—Sir
W. Ralegh.
The two families lived in neighbouring squares in London, and spent several weeks

of every year together at Thoresly, the Neales' old, rambling manor-house in York-
shire, about which Elsie had heard and built castles in the air (woven fancies) in her

childhood.—Annie IIeary.

He returned to his lodgings with his head full of castles in the air.—W. E. Norris.

Castles in Spain—possessions that have no real existence ; also generally

of what is visionary and unsubstantial. P. From the French chateaux

en Espaijne.

Dick is going to Cork to-day to join his regiment (happy, happy Cork !) ; but he is

going to write to me, and I am to write to him. Is not this brick and mortar enough
to build quite a big Sijanish castle with ?

—

Rhoda Broughton.

Casus.—Casus Je^^i—ground of quarrel. P. Latin.

Cat.—A cat has nine lives—a proverb expressing the pre^'ailing belief

that it is very difficult to kill a cat. See Cark.

He struggled hard, and had, as they say, as many lives as a cat.—Bunyan.

To let the cat out of the hag—to disclose a secret. F.

Letting the cat of selfishness out of the bag of secrecy.—Tiiackerav.
Sunning, to be sure, very nearly let the cat out of the bag one afternoon.—W. E.

Norris.
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The cat is cnU of the hag—the secret is known ; the mystery is ex-

plained. F.

The cat's out of the bag now ; it's no wonder they don't go ahead, for they know
uothin'.

—

Ualiburton.
A'.i-;).—The secret is now discovered ; it is no wonder they do not go ahead, for they

know nothing.

I perceived that the cat was out of the bag.—W. E. Nonius.

A cat-and-doij life—a life of petty quarrels and liickerings. C.

They smiled and were gracious, called each other Butterwcll and Crosbie, and
abstained from all cat-and-dog absurdities (absurd petty nuarrels).—A. Trollope.

I am sure we (England and Ireland) have lived a cat-and-dog life of it.—S. T.

COLEKIDQE.

To rain cais and dorjs—to rain heavily. C.

" But it'll perhaps rain cats and dogs (it will perhaps rain very heavily) to-morrow,
as it did yesterday, and you can go," said Godfrey.

—

Geor(;e Eliot.

To malie a cat's paw of—to use as a mere tool. P. The phrase is taken

from the fable of the cat and the monkey. The latter wished to reach

some chestnuts that were roasting on the fire, and used the paw of his

friend the cat to get at them.

She's made a cat's paw of you ; that's plain enough.—Florence SIarryat.

To see how the catjumps—to see exactly how and why a thmg happens. F.

I see how the cat jumps (the real state of affairs) : minister knows so many languages

he hain't (has not) been particular enough to keep 'em (them) in separate parcels.—

IIaliburion.

To grin like a Cheshire cat—to be always smiling, displaying the gums
and teeth. F.

He lay back in his chair, tapped his boot with his cane, and with a grin on his face

such as a Cheshire cat might wear who feels a mouse well under her claw.

—

James
Payn.

I made a pun the other day, and palmed it upon Holcroft, who grinned like a

Cheshire cat. (Why do cats grin in Cheshire ? Because it was once a county pala-

tine : the cats cannot help laughing whenever they think of it—though I see no great

joke in it.)

—

Lamb.

To fght like Kilkenny cats—to fight with deadly desperation. C. The
Kilkenny cats are said to have fought until only their tails remained.

They fight among each other like the famous Kilkenny cats, with the happy result

that the population never outgrows the power of the country to support it.—H. R.

Haggard.

To shoot the cat—to vomit. S.

To turn a cat-in-pan—to execute a somersault; to veer round sud-

denly. F.
AVhen George in pudding-time came o'er.

And moderate men looked big, sir,

I turned a cat-in-pan once more,
And so became a Whig, sir. — 27te Vicar of Bray.
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A cat-o'-nine-tails—an instrument of punishment, so called from the nine

pieces of leather or cord which compose it. P.

Gangs tramping along, with bayonets behind them, and corporals with canes and
catso'-nine-tails to flog them to barracks.

—

Thackee.\y.

Catch.—To catch at auythintj—to try eagerly to seize ; to welcome. P.

Drowning men will catch at straws.—W. E. Nokris.

To catch it—to be punished ; to suffer unpleasant conse(iuences ; to be

treated roughly. F.

" Ecod, my lady !
" said Jonas, looking after her, and biting a piece of straw almost

to powder; "you'll catcli it for this, when you are married."

—

Dickevs.
"Poor Sir Bate ! catching it again," he says, smiling.

—

Florence Marryat.

To catch another's eye—to attract his attention. P. The intending

speaker who first catches the chairman's eye at a meeting receives per-

mission to speak.

A florid-faced gentleman, with a nice head of hair, from the south of Ireland, had
succeeded in catching the Speaker's eye by the time that Mr. Warding had got into

the gallery.—A. Trollope.
Note.—The Speaker is the chairman of the House of Commons.

To catch napping—to gain an advantage through the temporary careless-

ness of another. C.

Oldfleld looked confused ; but Somerset, full of mother-wit, was not to be caught
napping (taken at a disadvantage).—C. Rbade.

To catch up—(a) to overtake. C.

On he went, hour after hour, over the great deserted plain ; but he did not succeed
in catching up the bi.shop.—H. R. Haggard.

It is not that the Mohammedan boy is duller than the Hindu boy ; but he does not
begin (his studies) so soon, and he has not caught up (overtaken) his rival by the time
earlier educational honours are distributed.

—

Calcutta Englishman, ISSG.

(b) to interrupt a speaker with a critical remark ; to disagree with

one who is speaking. C.

As for thoughtfulness, and good temper, and singing like a bird, and never being
cross and catching a person up, or getting into rages, as Meleuda did, there was no-

body in the world like Polly.— Besant.

To catch a crab. See Crab.

To catch a Tartar. See Tartar.

Cause.—Cause celebre—a famous law case. P. A French phrase.

We greatly fear matters will remain in their present disgraceful condition, and
that the Campbell cause oTfhre will have no result except to vitiate still more the
already vitiated atmosphere of society.

—

Spectator, ISSG.

To mahe common cause with—to side with and support. P.

Thus the most respectable Protestants, with Elizabeth at their Iicad, were forced

to make common cause (associate themselves) with the Papists.—Mac.vuj.av.
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Caution.—-^1 caution—something to be avoided or dreaded. S.

Sometimes it doesn't rain lierc for eight months at a stretch, and the dust out of

town is a caution (.is dreadful).

Cave.

—

To cave in—to succumb ; to give way. S.

A puppy joins the chase with heart and soul (very eagerly), but caves in (desists) at

about fifty yards.—II. Kijjoslev.

Caveat.—Caveat emptor—let the purchaser beware of what ho is buying.

P. Latin.

Caviare.—Caviare to the i/eiitral—not pleasing to ordinary people. P.

Caviare is a substance prized by epicures, and made fi-om the roes of

sturgeons and other fish caught in the rivers of Russia.

For the play, I remember, pleased not the million ; 'twas caviare to the general.—

Shakespeare.

Cliaff.— To catch with chaff—io deceive easily. C.

With which chaff our noble bird was by no means to be caught.

—

Thackeray.
Joseph was insensible to our bribes ; Frederick the Great was too old a bird to be

caught with chaff.

—

Atlieymum, 1SS7.

Chair.— To take the chair—to assume the position of president at a

meeting. P.

The committee of the Commons appointed Mr. Pym to take the chair (to be presi-

dent of the meeting).

—

Clarendon.

Clialk.—By a loiKj chalk; or hy lomj chalhs—clearly ; indisputably ; by a

great interval. F.

Here, Polly! Polly! Polly! take this man down to the kitchen, and teach him
manners if you can ; he is not fit for ray drawing-room, by a long chalk.

—

Reade.
They whipped and they spurred and they after her pressed,

But Sir Alured's steed was by long chalks the best.

—

Barham.

Challenge.— To challenge the array—to protest against the wliole body
of jurymen selected. P. A legal phrase.

Chancery. —To get into chancery—to be completely at the mercy of

another in a boxing match. When a combatant's head is tucked

under tlie arm of liis opponent, and receives a succession of blows, the

poor fellow is said to be in chancery. S.

The Chicken himself attributed this punishment to his having had the misfortune

to get into chancery early in the proceedings.

—

Dickens.

Change.—To ring the changes. See Ring.

To put the change ujwn a jyerson—to deceive him. C.

You cannot put the change on me so easy as you think, for I have lived among the

quick- stirring spirits of the age too long to swallow chaff for grain.

—

Scott.

Chapter.— To the end of the chap/ter—to the very end; uninterrup-

tedly. P.

Money does all things ; for it gives and it takes away. It makes honest men and
knaves, fools and philosophers, and so on, mutatis mutandis (the necessary changes

being allowed for) to the end of the chapter (to the very end).

—

L'Estra.nue.
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The chapter of accidents—chance ; what happens -without the jjossibility

of being foreseen and prepared for. P.

Away runs Jack, shouting and trusting to the chapter of accidents.—Hughes.
Nevertheless she knew that the one necessary lesson of evil which wishes to suc-

ceed is, Go on boldly to the end, and trust to the chapter of accidents not to be dis-

covered midway.

—

Mrs. E. Lynx Linton.

To give chapter and verse for anythinrj—to give exact particulars of its

source. F.

To clench the matter by chapter and verse, I should like to recall what I have said

of these theories and principles in their most perfect and most important literary

version.—John Morley, in Nineteenth Century, ISSS.

Character.—In character—appropriate ; suitable. P.

Read it ; is it not quite in character (appropriate)?

—

Disraeli.

Out of character—unsuitable; inappropriate. P.

Charge.—To give in charge—to hand over to the police. P.

The burglar was caught and given in charge (handed over to a policeman).

Chateaux.—Chateaux en Espagne—something having no real existence.

P. French. See Castles in Spain.

Mere ch&teaux en Espag7ie, the creation of architectural fancy run mad.

—

Cliurch

Quarterly Eevieiv, 1S88.

Chaw.—A chaw-bacon—a countryman ; a boor. F.

The general, seizing the bucket from the astonished chaw-bacon, who stood aghast

as if he thought his master was mad, managed to spill the greater part of the contents

over liis own person and gaiters.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

Cheap.—To he cheap of anything—to have received no more tliaix. one's

deserts in the way of affronts or punishment. F.

Tlie thief got ten days' imprisonment, and the rogue was cheap of it (deserved all

he got).

To feel cheap—to be affronted or ashamed. F.

AVhen I found that I really was not invited, you may be sure I felt cheap (was

ashamed of my position).

Cheek.—Cheek by jowl—in close proximity. F.

Here they lay, cheek by jowl with life.

—

Dickens.
Here was a doctor who never had a patient, cheek by jowl with an attorney who

never had a client.—Thackeray.

Cheese.—To get the cheese—to receive a check or a disappointment. F.

The phrase is said to have its origin in the histoiy of Beau IJrummcl,

the friend of George IV. Presuming on liis acquaintance with the

Prince Regent, Brummel used to take the libei'ty of arriving late at

formal dinners, and always expected that the party would await his

aiTival. On one occasion he arrived in this fashion at the Marquis of

Lansdowne's, but found that the company were ah'eady far advanced
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with dinner. The host, turning to Brummel, asked him if he would
have some cheese (a late course). The crestfallen look of the Beau is

said to have given rise to the expression, " He got the cheese."

The cheese—what is excellent or first-rate. S.

Ain't I the cheese, oh ! ain't I the cheese,

As I walk in the park witli my pretty Louise ?

—

London Song.

Erp.—Am I not a fine fellow, etc. ?

Chef.—Chef-d'ceuife—a masterpiece ; the best work of the kind. P.

French.

The dishes were uncovered. There were vegetables cooked most deliciously ; the

meat was a chef-d'aitvrc—a, sort of rich ragout done to a turn, and so fragrant that

the very odour made the mouth water.—C. Rkade.

Clieny.—To mal-e two bites of a cherry—to divide what is so small as

scarcely to be worth dividing. C.

Let us toss up for the seat ; there is no use making two bites of a cherry (the seat is

too small to accommodate both comfortably).

Chew,—To cheic the racj—to be sullen and abusive. S. A phrase com-

mon in the army. See Notes and Qtieries, 7th series, v. 469, vi. 38.

He was chewing the rag at me the whole afternoon.

To chew the cud—to ruminate on some memory. C.

I went dinnerless, unless the cud of sour and bitter thoughts which I chewed might
pass for the festive meal that forms the nucleus of day's dearest interests in most
people's lives.

—

Rhoda Brouoiiton.
It is possible she was only pretending to sleep, in order to chew the cud (enjoy the

memory) of some sweet thought at greater leisure.

—

James Payn.

Chicken.—No chicken—not youthful. C.

But John Niel was no chicken, nor very likely to fall in love with the first pretty

face he met.—H. E. Haggard.

Count not your chickens till they are hatched—be sure that a thing is

actually in your possession before you speak of it as yours, or act as if

it were yours. C.

But aren't we counting our chickens, Tag, before they're hatched ? If Titmouse is

all of a sudden become such a catch, he'll be snapped up in a minute.—S. AVarren.

Child.—From a child—from infancy. P.

From a child (since his infancy) he has been delicate.

ChikVx play—something very easy ; work demanding no effort. P.

It's child's play to find the stuff now.—R. L. Stevenson.

Chiltern.—To apply for the Chiltern Hundreds—to resign a seat in

Parliament. The hundreds (or districts) of Bodenham, Desborough,

and Stoke, in Buckinghamsliire, known as the Chiltern Hundreds, have

attaclied to them a stewardship, with the duty of kecj^ing down the

robbers who infested the woods of the Cliiltern Hills. This office is

now a merelj' nominal one, but it is put to a strange use. When a
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Member of Parliament wishes to resign his seat—an impossible thing

by law, unless he can disqualify himself—he applies for this steM'ard-

ship, an office i;nder the Crown, the assumption of which i-equires re-

signation of a seat in the House of Commons. This practice dates

from the year 1750.

This letter was despatched on the 19th of January ; on the 21st he applied for the

Chiltern Hundreds.

—

Tkkvklyan, in Life of Lord Macaulay.
Two days before he (Lord Shaftesbury) applied for the Chiltern Hundreds, he re-

introduced the Ten Hours Bill into Parliament.

—

Quarterly Bcricw, 1SS7.

Chime.— 'T'o chime in with—to harmonize with. C.

As this chimed in with Mr. Dombey's own hope and belief, it gave that gentleman

a still higher opinion of Mrs. Pipchin's understanding.

—

Dicken's.

Perhaps the severest strain upon Mr. Lincoln was in resisting a tendency of his

own supporters which chimed in with his own private desires.—J. R. Lowell.

Chip.—A chip of the old block—a child possessing the characteristics of

its father. C.

" He will prove a chip of the old block (a model of his fatlier), I'll warrant," he
added, with a sidelong look at Margaret.

—

James Payn.

Chisel.—Full chisel—in haste. American slang.

They think they know everything, and all they have got to do, to up Hudson like

a shot, into the lakes full split (in a hurry), off to Mississippi, and down to New
Orleans full chisel (in haste).

—

Haliburtojj.

To chisel—to cheat or defraiid. S.

Why is a carpenter like a swindler ? Because he chisels a deal (cheats much).

Note.—A pun is here made on the word chisel and on the word deal (wood).

Choke.—To choke off—to get rid of in a summary way. C.

Indeed, the business of a war-nurse especially is so repulsive that most volunteers

were choked off at once.

—

Cornhill Magazine, 1SS8.

Chop.—First chop—in the first rank ; first-class. F.

You must be first chop (in the front rank) in heaven.

—

George Eliot.

He looks like a first-chop article.

—

Haliburion.

To chop lo(/ic—to argue in a pedantic fashion. P.

A man must not presume to use his reason, unless he has studied the categories,

and can chop logic (argue like a schoolman) by mode and figure.— .Smollett.

He was angry at finding himself chopping logic about this young lady.—H. James.

To choj) upon—to meet suddenly. C.

I know not what my condition would have been if I had chopped upon (chanced to

meet) them.

—

Defoe.

To chop yarns—to tell stories. S.

Described as a carpenter, but a poor workman, Clara Martha, and fond of chop-

ping yarns, in which he was equalled by none.

—

Besant.

Chronicle.—To chronicle small hrer—to register or notify insignificant

events. C.
She was a wight, if ever such wight were,

To suckle fools and chronicle small beer.—Shakespeare.
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All the news of sport, assize, and quarter-sessions was detailed by this worthy
chronicler of small beer.—Thackerav.

Chuck.—To chuck tip—(a) to abandon ; to discontinue ; to surrender. S.

Ain't you keeping company with poor old Mrs. Lammas's daughter? unless per-

haps you mean to chuck the girl up now because you have been asked for once to

meet women of rank.—JasTiN M'CARTiiy.

(b) to give in or surrender. Sometimes corrupted in to jack up.

S. Probably the word sponge is understood. See SroNGE.

At the third round Joe the Nailor chucked up (declared himself beaten).

CllUIIl.—To chum up loith—to make friendly advances to. S.

Kenny tried to chum up (get on friendly terms) with the new comer, but was
only partially successful.

Circumstance.—Circumstances alter cases—it is necessary to modify

one's conduct by the particular circumstances or conditions of each

case. P.

London between August and April is looked upon as a nightmare. But circum-

stances alter cases ; and I see that it will be the best and most convenient place for

you.

—

Mrs. Henby Wood.
" Suppose you had been sentenced to five hundred blows of a stick, sirrah "—'twas

thus he put the case to me logically enough
—"would you have expected me to pay

for thee in carcass, as now I am paying for thee in purse ?"

" Circumstances alter cases," interposes Mr. Hodge in my behalf. " Here is luckily

no question of stripes at all."^G. A. Sala.

Claret.—One's claret jiig—a slang term for the nose. To tap one's claret

(jug) = to cause a man's nose to bleed.

He told Verdant that his claret had been repeatedly tapped.

—

Verdant Green, ch. xL

Clay.—The feet of clay—the baser portion ; the lower and degrading

part. P. See Dan. ii. 33 : "This image's head was of fine gold, his

breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs

of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay." Chapter xxxii. of James

Payn's novel The Talks of the Tovn is headed "The Feet of Clay," a

heading explained by the second sentence :

—

Her Willie had become as dead to her ; all that was left of him was the shameful

record that lay on the table before her.

A'o<e.—This means that the man whom she so admired had proved that he pos-

sessed base qualities.

Clean.—To make a clean breast of anything—to make a complete confes-

sion. C.

For several days he had made up his mind (resolved) that when he should be ques-

tioned upon the subject, he would earn the credit of candour and grace of womanly
gratitude by making a clean breast of it (confessing everything).

—

Blackjiore.

To sho)c a clean pair of heels—to run off. F.

These maroons were runaway slaves who had bid a .sudden good-bye to bolts and
shackles, whips and rods, ami shown their tyr.ints a clean pair of heels.—O. A. Sala.
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To clean out—to ruin or render bankrupt ; to take away all available

money from. F.

"A hundred and forty pounds?" repeated Mrs. Carruthers, in a terrified tone.

"Yes, precisely that sum ; and I have not a pound in the world to exist on in the

meantime. I am cleaned out, and that's the fact."—E. Yates.

Clear.—To clear out—to go off entirely ; to go away. C.

But mercy on me ! everybody is clearing out. I shall let these women get ten

minutes' start of me.—Florence Marryat.
" It would be a pity, sir, if we had to clear out and run," said Maurice.—Mr.s. E.

Lynn Linton.

Climacteric.—The grand climacteric—the most critical period in a man's

life (sixty-three years of age). P. Multiples of 7 or 9 were considered

dangerous years in a man's life, 7, 9, 14, 18, 21, 27, 85, 36, 49, etc.

:

7x9 was therefore eminently bad. Recognized by Hippocrates.

Our old friend was even now balancing on the brink of an eventful plunge (a pro-

posal of marriage), which, if not made before " the grand climacteric," it is generally

thought advisable to postpone sine die—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

Close.—To close vith—to agree to. P.

George thought he would close with an offer that had been made him, and swap

(exchange) one hundred and fifty sheep for cows and bullocks.—C. Eeade.
This offer was at once closed with by the delighted rustic.—W. E. Norris.

Cloth.—The cloth—clergymen ; the position of a clergyman. P.

Denying himself this feat as unworthy of his cloth (position as a clergyman), he met

a drunken seaman, one of the ship's crew from the Spanish Main.

—

Hawthorne.
And for the sake of the poor man himself too, and for his wife, and for his children,

and for the sake of the cloth.—A. Trollope.

Clothes.—In long clothes—still a young infant. P.

Cloud.—To he in the clouds—to dream of what is impracticable ; to build

castles in the air. C.

Since liis return from Oxford, Arthur has been in the clouds (indulged in visionary

fancies).

Under a cloud—in disgrace. P.

Though Csesar was not, for various reasons, to be pronounced a tyrant, Cicero

advised that he should be buried privately, as if his name was under a cloud.

—

Froude.
The greatest city of the world exercises a strong power of attraction over all man-

ner of men under a cloud.

—

Nineteenth Century, 1SS7.

Every cloud has a silver lining—the darkest prospect has some redeeming

brightness ; nothing is wholly dark. P.

" Oh, even the Lapham cloud has a silver lining," said Corey.—W. D. Howklls.

Cloven.— The cloven foot—the mark of an evil or devilish nature. C.

See Foot.

Yet although tlic cloven foot would constantly peep out, and no one could believe

either in his principles or liis morals, in his way the baron was as much in favour

with the fair sex as the honoiirable and hospitable Lord Skye.—Edinhur^jk lieview,

July ISSZ
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Clover.—To lire or he in dovei-—to be happily situated ; to be sur-

rounded with every luxury. C.

Now he has got a handle to his name, and he'll live in clover all his life.—A.

Trollope.

To fjo from clover to rye-gra.'is—to exchange a good position for a bad.

F. Said of second marriages.

Coach.—To drive a coach-and-four or a coach-and-six thromjlt.—to break

the provisions of ; to find a safe means of evading. P.

You always told me that it is easy to drive a coach-and-four through wills and
settlements and legal things.—H. R. H.\ggard.
Vou may talk vaguely about driving a coach-and-six through a bad young Act

of Parliament.

—

Dickens.

A coach-and-six—a coach drawn by six horses, such as only very wealthy

people formerly used. P.

"This," said he, "is a young lady who was born to ride in her coach-and-six"

(enjoy great wealth).—H. Mackenzie.

Coals.—To call, hanl, or bring over the coah—to administer rebuke;

to find fault with. F.

" Fine talking ! fine airs, truly, Miss Patty ! This is by way of calling me over the

coals for being idle, I suppose ! " said Sally.—Maria Edgeworth.

To carry coals to Newcastle—to take a thing where it is already plenti-

ful. C.

" Sure, sir," answered the barber, " you are too wise a man to carry a broken head
thither (to the wars), for that would be carrying coals to Newcastle" (taking a broken
head to where there are plenty broken heads).

—

Fielding.

To heap coals of fire on one's head—to return benefits where ill-treat-

ment has been received, and thus to make an enemy ashamed of his

conduct. P.

If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat ; and if he be thirsty, give him
water to drink : for thou shaft heap coals of fire upon his head (make him ashamed of

his enmity), and the Lord shall reward thee.

—

Proi: xtv. SI, i?~'.

Now their aged faces were covered with shame, and every kind word from their

master was a coal of fire burning on their heads.—A. Trollope.

Coast.— The coast is clear—there is no danger of interference. C.

"Wait till the coast is clear, then strike tent and away.^READE.
He was to wait there, without moving hand or foot, until it was satisfactorily ascer-

tained that the coast was clear.

—

Dickens.

Coat.—To cut one.'s coat accordinfj to one's cloth—to regulate one's ex-

penses by one's income. C.

Uncle Sutton was displeased. " Debt is dishonest," said he. " We can all cut our

coat according to our cloth " (limit our expenses to the size of our incomes).— Reade.

To turn one's coat—to change to the opposite party. C.

This is not the first time he has turned his coat (changed sides).

5
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To dust a mail's coat for him—to give him a castigation. F.

Father Parson's coat well dusted ; or, short and pithy animadversions on that

famous fardel of abuse and falsities, entitled Leicester's Commonwealth.—Advertise-

ment quoted by I. Disraeli.

Cock.—A/l cork-a-hoop for anythinrj—very much excited and eager for

it. F.

"All cock-a-hoop for it," struck in Cattledon, "as the housemaids are."—Mrs.
Henry Wood.

That cock von'tfjht—that expedient will not do. S.

I tried to see the arms on the carriage, but that cock wouldn't fight (this was of no

avail).—C. Kinosley.

The Gallic coch—the cock is the national bird of France, as the bull is the

national animal of England.

Coch of the loalk—chief in a small circle. S.

Who sliall be cock of the walk ?

—

Heading to ch. xvii. of Trollope's " Barchester

Towers."

A cock-and-hidl story—an absurd tale. P.

Mrs. Hookham plainly declared that Esther's tale was neither more nor less than a

trumpery cock-and-bull (worthless and foolish) story.

—

Blackmore.
I did hear some cock-and-bull story the other day about the horses not having run

away at all.

—

Rhoda Broughton.

To live like afglding cock—to live in luxury. S.

A cock is always hold on its ojan dimghill—every one fights well when sur-

rounded by friends and admirers.

To heat cock-Jighting—to surpass anything conceivable. S.

The squire faltered out, "Well, this beats cock-fighting" (is something ^traor-

dinary).

—

Lytton.
He can only relieve his feelings by the execution of an infinity of winks for his

own benefit, and the frequent repetition of, " Well, this beats cock-fighting ! "— G. J.

Whyte-Melville.
" I'm blest if you don't beat cock-fighting," said Cradell, lost in admiration at his

friend's adroitness.—A. Trollope.

To knock into a cock or a cocked hat—to bruise out of shape ; to defeat

completely. S.

I never knew a Welsh girl yet who couldn't dance an Englishman into a cocked
hat (who was not vastly superior to an Englishman in dancing).—Reade.
Hold a meeting in Canaan City, and promise the British lion that he shall be

whipped into a cocked hat unless you get your rights.—Besant.

To cock or turn tip one's toes—to die. S.

Cocker.—According to Cocker—in accordance with the present system of

figures. F. Cocker's Arithmetic, first published in 1677-8, was for

long the standard work on the subject, and passed through sixty

editions.

It's all right, according to Cocker (by established rules).
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Half hours, when counted after this fashion, contain a vastly greater number of

minutes than the thirty of which they consist according to the reckoning of Crocker

(Cocker ?).—W. E. Nokris.

Cockle.— To varm the cockles of one's heart—to give a pleasant imvard

feeling. F.

To see you all so harry ^'nd friendly warms the cockles of my heart (gives me great

inward satisfaction).

The sight, after near two months' absence, rejoiced the very cockles of Jerry's

heart.—Graves.

Hot cockles—a game in whicli one covers one's eyes and guesses who
strikes him. Probably fi-om tlie Frencli hante.s coquilles (high shells).

Cockpit.—The cockpit of Europe—a name applied to Belgium because of

the number of great battles that have been fought on its soil. C.

The cockpit is an enclosed area where game-cocks fight, and in ships

of war tlie room in which wounds are dressed.

Coin.— To pay a man hack in his own coin—to serve him as he has served

you. F.

If you leave him to be captured, it is only paying him back in his own coin (treat-

ing him as he treated you).

To coin money—to make money very rapidly. F.

With the new contracts he has secured, Johnson is coining money (making money
very quickly).

Cold.—Cold without—spirits in cold water without sugar. F.

I laugh at fame. Fame, sir ! not worth a glass of cold without.

—

Lyttox.

Colin.—Colin Tampon—the nickname given to a Swiss. F.

Collar.—Against the collar—difficult ; causing fatigue. C. A phrase

taken from a horse's harness : when a horse goes vipliill the collar pulls

on his neck.

The last ,mile up to the head of the pass was a good deal against the collar (some-

what fatiguing).

In collar—employed. F.

The workman you spoke of is not in collar (out of employment) at present.

Colour.— With the colotirs—under the flag ; serving as a regular soldier. P.

With this view the period of engagement was raised from seven to nine years, five

years being passed with the colours (in regular service) and four in the reserve.

—

Edinburgh Review, ISSO.

To change colour. See Change.

Colt.—To have a colt's tooth—(of an elderly person) to have juvenile

tastes. F.

Comb.—To cut a man's comb—to huml)le him. S.

He'll be a-bringing (he is sure to bring) other folks to preach from Treddleston, if

his comb isn't cut a bit (if he is not taught his proper place).

—

George Eliot.
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To comh a man's head—to give him a thrashing. F.

I'll carry you with me to my country-box, and keep you out of barm's way, till I

find you a wife who will comb your head for you.

—

Lytton.

Come.—To come about—to result ; to happen. P.

How comes it about (happens it) that, for about sixty years, affairs have been placed
in the hands of new men ?—Swift.

To come at—to get ; to obtain. C.

By the time Abraham returned, we had both agreed that money was never so hard
to be come at as now.—Goldsmith.

To come by—to obtain. P,

How came she by that light ?

—

Shakespeare : Macbeth.

That Christianity might have been worse employed than in paying the milkman's
score is true enough ; for then the milkman would have come by his own (obtained

what was his due).

—

Wm. Black.

To come down—to subscribe ; to give money to an object. C.

Selcover would be certain to come down handsomely (give a handsome subscription),

of course.

—

MacmUhin's Maijazine, ISSG.

To my shame I confess it, my only design was to keep the license, and let the

squire know that I could prove it upon him whenever I thought proper, and so make
him come down when I wanted money.—Goldsmith.

A come-down—a fall ; a lowering of a person's dignity. C.

" Kow I'm your worship's washerwoman." The dignitary coloured, and said that

this was rather a come-down.

—

Reade.

To come in—to prove ; to show itself. C. Used with adjectives like

handy or serviceable.

A knowledge of Latin quotations comes in handy sometimes.

To come off—[a) to happen ; to take place. P.

A day or two afterwards he informed Allen that the thing he had in his mind was
really coming off (going to take place).

—

Besant.

(b) to end by being ; to close a struggle as. P.

It is time that fit honour should be paid also to him who shapes his life to a
certain classic proportion, and comes off conqueror on those inward fields where
something more than mere talent is demanded for victory.—J. R. Lowell.

To come over—to obtain great influence with ; to fascinate. F.

Miss Gray has "come over him," as Lamb says, where that vulnerable region is

concerned.—Sarah Tytler.

To come over one—to act like to one. C.

Also his ideas of discipline were of the sternest, and, in short, he came the royal

naval officer over us (acted towards us as if he were an officer of the royal navy set in

authority over us) pretty considerably, and pai<l us out amply for all the chaff we
were wont to treat him to on land.—H. R. Hacoauh.

To come out—(a) (of a young lady) to enter into society. P.

You have lost your fairy godmother, look ! Is it coming out (entrance into society)

that has done it, or what?—A. Keahv.
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(b) to be discovered ; to become public. P.

Nobody can prove that I knew the girl to be an heiress ; thank goodness, that can't

come out.

—

Besast.

To come round (a jierson)—to cajole ; to deceive. C.

His second wife came round (cajoled) the old man and got him to change his wilL

To come roioid {{niran-s.)—to recover from an attack of sickness. C.

She was on her bed ; she turned her head and saw blood on the jjiUow, and turned
again and saw the face of Nelly. "You're come round at last, are you?" said the
woman.—S. Baring-Gould.

To come to oneself—to recover consciousness. P.

She began to hear the voices and to feel the things that were being done to her
before she was capable of opening her eyes, or indeed had come to herself (recovered
consciousness).

—

Mrs. Oliphant.

To come to—to recover (almost the same as to come to oneself). P.

Then you, dear papa, would have to put your daughter on the sofa—for of course
she would be in a dead faint—remove the pillow, and burn feathers under her nose
tUl she comes to (recovers).

—

J.^mes P.\yn.

To come to (jrief—to be imsuccessful ; to utterly fail. P.

The Panama Canal scheme is likely to come to grief (prove a failure) owing to want
of funds.

It (the inn) has no departed glories to bewail ; for though a king, as legend tells,

did really take his royal rest there nigh a century ago, it was because his carriage

came to grief (broke down) in tliat lonely spot, and not from choice, nor was the inci-

dent ever made a precedent by future monarchs.

—

James Payn.

To come and go upon—to rely upon. C.

You have an excellent character to come and go upon (depend upon in making your
way in the world).

To come to hand—to be received. P. A phrase mtich used in letter-

writing.

" Your letter came to hand yesterday morning, Dr. Tempest," said Mr. Crawley.—
A. Trollope.

To come to light—to be disclosed ; to become public. P. Generally used

of some secret.

The reader need not fear, however ; he shall not be troubled with any long account
of Mr. Fraser's misfortune, for it never came to light or obtruded itself upon the

world.—H. K. Haggard.

To come upon the jjarish—to become a paujier. P.

To come to pa-ss—to happen. P.

What thou hast spoken is come to pass (has happened) ; and, behold, thou seest it.

—Jcr. xjxii. 21,.

More unlikely things had come to pass.

—

Dickens.
Thus it came to pass that at an early hour next morning he had found out all that

he had anticipated hearing, and a little more into the bargain.—W. E. Norris.
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To come to the point—to speak plainly on the real question, without

circumlocution. The opposite of beating about the bush. P.

After a good many apologies and explanations, he came to the point (stated exactly

what he had come for), and asked me for the loan of my horse.

To come it strong—to exaggerate ; to ask a person to credit something

impossible. S.

What ! little Boston ask that girl to marry him ! Well, now, that's comin' of it a

little too strong.—O. W. Holmes.

Oomme.—Comme il faut—as it should be; proper; well-dressed and
good-mannered. P. French.

To have been told that she was not covime il faut is worse evidently a hundred
times than if she had been told she was a thief.

—

Murray's Magazine, 1SS7.

Commission.—To jnd a ship in commission—to send a ship on active

service. P.

Commit.—To commit for contempt—io send a person to prison because

he is disobedient or disrespectful hi a court of justice. P.

And even over the august person of the judge himself there hangs the fear of the

only thing that he cannot commit for contempt, public opinion.—H. R. H.A.GQArvD.

To commit to meinory—to learn by heart. P.

When young, he committed to memory (learned by heart) the whole of the Psalms
and part of Proverbs.

Common.—In common—held equally with others; shared uidiscrim-

inately. P.

Poor people, who have their goods in common, must necessarily become quarrel

some.

—

Maria Edgeworth.
Curates and district visitors are probably very decent sort of people in their way,

but it doesn't necessarily follow that you would have anything in common with them.
—Murray's Magazine, 1SS7.

Out of the common—unusual ; strange. P.

She was a simple-hearted woman, on whom whatever chanced to her ears out of the

common (that was unusual) made a great impression.

—

James Payx.

On short commons—scantily provided with food. C.

Our men not being yet on short commons, none of 'em had stomach enough to try

the experiment.—G. A. Sala.

Company.—To keep company. See Keep.

Compare.—To compare notes—to exchange opinions or views on a sub-

ject of interest. P.

It is the hour between daylight and the dinner-bell, when the men have not yet

returned from shooting and the women have not retired to dress—the best hour of

all in a good old-fashioned country-house, when the guests liave tired themselves

with out-iinor amusements, and are ready to compare notes and exchange confidences

in the mysterious gloaming.

—

Florence Marryat.
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Compliment.— To return the compliment—to say or do something pleas-

ant in return for a previous favour. P.

Mr. Frank Clnircliill was ono of the boasts of Highbury, and a lively curiosity to

see him prevailed ; tliough the coniplinicnt was so little returned (he had so little

desire to see Highbury) that he had never been there in his life.—Miss Ausxe\.

Con.—Con amore—with good will; heartily. P. Italian.

Wliat is distasteful rarely sticks in the memory. What is done con amore (will-

ingly) is twice and trebly hlcsi.—Juunml of Education, 1SS6.

Conceit.—Out of conceit—dissatisfied. P.

Hartfield will only put her out of conceit (make her dissatisfied) with all the other

places she belongs to.

—

Georue Eliot.

Confusion.—Confusion ivorse confounded—a still worse state of dis-

order. P.
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout,

Confusion worse confounded.—Milton.
This mishap has at the very outset—in the dealings of theologians with that start-

ing-point in our religion, the experience of Israel as set forth in the Old Testament

—

been the cause, we have seen, of great confusion. Naturally, as we shall hereafter

see, the confusion becomes worse confounded.—M. Arnold.

Conscience.

—

Conscience-money—money paid anonymously by rate-

payers wlio have cheated the revenue at some previous time. P.

A child still young enough to be passed off as a cliild in arms by all, save, perhaps,

those tender-minded persons who send conscience-money to the Chancellor of the

Exchequer.

—

Hugh Conway.

In all conscience—assuredly. C.

Plain and precise enough it is, in all conscience.—M. Arnold.

Contact.—To come in contact u'ith—to meet; to have dealings with. P.

Now it must be remembered that this was a man who had lived in a city that calls

itself tlie metropolis, one who had been a member of the State and National Legis-

latures, who had come in contact with men of letters and men of business, with poli-

ticians and members of all the professions, during a long and distinguislied public

career.— O. W. Holme.s.

Cook.—To cook 07ie's goose. See Goose.

Cool.— To cool one's heels—to be made to wait while paying a visit to

some important personage. 0.

We cooled our heels (were kept waiting) during the ordinary and intolerable half-

hour.— G. A. Sala. «

A cool hundred (or any sum)—the large sum of a hundred pounds (or

any sum). F.

The knowing ones were cursedly taken in (very mucli deceived) there. I lost a

cool hundred (the large sum of £100) myself, faith (I assure you).

—

Mackenzie.

Cool as a cucumber—not agitated ; perfectly cool and composed. C.

" Never fear. Miss Nugent dear," said Sir Terence ;
" I'm as cool as a cucumber."

—Maria Edoewobtii.
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Copy.—To make copy of—to turn into manuscript for the printer.

He would have made copy of his mother's grave (have written an article about it,

for which he would be paid).

Corn.—To tread on another^s corns—to annoy him where he is most
easily annoyed. C.

Hence the reputation he enjoyed of being something more than blunt-spoken—of
being, in fact, a pretty good specimen of the perfervid Scotchman, arrogant, opinion-

ated, supercilious, and a trifle too anxious to tread on people's corns.—Wm. Black.

Gorn-stalk—a name given to the children of Australian settlers, specially

in New South Wales. F.

Corn in Egypt—a plentiful supply of provisions. A familiar plirase bor-

rowed from the Bible. F.

"Uncle's box has arrived," said the minister; " there is corn in Egypt (plenty of

food) to-day.

"

Corner.—To drive into a corner—to embarrass; to place in a position

where escape is impossible. P.

"I don't want to act the constable," said the farrier, driven into a corner (embar-
rassed) by this merciless reasoning, " and there's no man can say it of me if he'd tell

the truth."

—

Georgb Eliot.

The chief comer-stone—the most important support of anything. P.

Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-stone (principal support).—^^j/ics. ii. 20.

Corpus.—Corpris rile—the subject of an experiment. P. Latin.

It is a tedious process for the inquirer, still more so for the corpus vile of the inves-

tigation (poor fellow who is subjected to these inquiries), whose weak brain soon tires.

Cotton.—To cotton to a 2)erson—to fawn upon him; to make advances

to him. S.

Lady Mansfield's maid says there's a grand title or something in the family. That's

why she cottons to (fawns upon) her so, I suppose.

A cotton lord—a wealthy Manchester manufacturer. C.

Couleur.—Coideur de rose—rose coloiir ; highly flattering. C. French.

When we begin to tint our final pages witli couleur de rose, as in accordance with
fixed rule we must do, we altogether extinguish our own powers of pleasing.—A.

Trolloi'e.

Counsel.—To keep o?;c'.s own counsel—to preserve a discreet silence. C.

Old Sedley had kept his own counsel.

—

Thackekat.

Count.—To count upon—to trust to ; to look for with confidence. P.

" Count upon me," he added, with bewildered fervour.—K. L. Stevenson.

To count out—to declare the House of Commons adjourned because there

are not forty members present. When the Speaker has his attention

drawn to this fact, he must count the number present, and finding it

under forty, must declare the sitting over. P.

Adelina T'.itti made her di'Md, May 14, 1S61, when Mr. Punch counts out the House
and adjourns to Mr. Gye's i\\ea,ire.—Fortniijhtl!j licview, 1SS7.
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Countenance.—To keep one countenance or in countenance—to lend

moral support to. P.

Flora will be there to keep you countenance.—E. L. Stevenson.
He might as well be a AVest India planter, and we negroes, for anything he knows

to the contrary—has no more care nor thought about us than if we were in Jamaica

or the other world. Shame for liim ! But there's too many to keep him in counten-

ance.

—

Makia Edgeworth.

To keep one's countenance—to preserve one's gravity ; to refrain from

laughing. P,

The two maxims of any great man at court are, always to keep his countenance,

and never to keep his word.

—

Swift.

His countenance fell—he looked disappointed. P.

" To-morrow—you said to-morrow, I think—we will devote to recitation."

William Henry's countenance fell (William Henry showed signs of disappoint-

ment). He had heard Mr. Reginald Talbot's recitations before.—James Payn.

To put out of countenance. See Put.

Counter.—-4 counter-jujnjyer—a shopkeeper's assistant ; a retail dealer's

shopman. F.

" It's a dreadful business of course," he said, " but let us keep it to ourselves. Con-

found that impudent young counter-jumper (shopkeeper's lad); but I suppose there's

nothing we can do, uncle? They'remarriedby this time."

—

Longman's Magazine, 1SS7.

Country.— To appecd to the country—to advise the Sovereign to dissolve

Parliament in order to ascertain by a new election whether a certain

policy is approved by the constituencies. P.

As soon as the necessary business could be got through. Parliament would be dis-

solved, and an appeal made to the country (a new election of representatives made).

—Justin M'Carthy.

To put oneself on one^s country—to stand one's trial before a jury. P.

An outlaw who yielded himself within the year was entitled to plead not guUty,

and to put himself on his country (demand a trial by jury).—Macaulay.

Coup.—Coup de theatre—a dramatic effect. C. French.

Perhaps he was not sorry to be able to show his clever coadjutor that she was not

the only person who could achieve a coup de thMtre upon occasion.—AV. E. Norris.

Coup d'etat—a sudden stroke of policy. French.

The coup d'etat of 1852 laid the foundation of the second French Empire.

Coup de main—a sudden bold attack, without previous approaches. P.

French.

He expected a little more delay and coquetry ; and, though he meant to make his

approaches very rapidly, it had not entered his mind to carry the widow's heart by

a coup de main (sudden proposal of marriage).

—

James Pay'N.

Coup de yrdce—a finishing stroke. P. French.

Two others were told off to give me the coup de rjrdce, in the event of my not being

killed by the firing-party.

—

All the Year Bound, 1SS7.

Courage.—To have the courcu/e of one's opinions—to be fearless in the

expression of one's beliefs. P.
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He (Quincy) had not merely, as the French say, the courage of his opinions.—J.

E. Lowell.
Whatever virtues Mr. Hyndman lacks, he has at least the courage of his opinions

(is at least bold to utter what he thinks).

—

Spectator, 1880.

Course.—Of course— (ft) connected with ordinary matters ; unimport-

ant. P.

After a few words of course, they sallied into the street.—Dickens.

(b) naturally. P.

"A fair challenge," cried the marquis joyously. "And I back the gentleman."
" Oh, of course " (naturally), said his daughter.—C. Reade.

In course—in regular order. P.

You will receive the otlier numbers of the journal in course (when the duo time for

their publication arrives).

I7i due course—at the proper time. P.

When the boys got promotion, which came in due course (at the proper time),

Allen began to buy books.

—

Besant.

Court.—To hrincj into court—to adduce as an authority. P.

But in the case of the Ainos, the beards alone were brought into court (brought

forward as evidence).—B. H. Chamberlain.

Courtesy.—Courtesy-titles—titles assumed by the family of a noble, and

granted to them by social custom, but not of any legal value. Thus,

the eldest son of the Duke of Devonshire is Marquis of Hartington in

ordinary speech, but merely Spencer Compton Cavendish, a commoner,

according to strict law. As a commoner, he sits in the House of

Commons. The eldest son of a marquis is allowed the courtesy-title

of earl ; the eldest son of an earl, that pf viscount. Younger sons of

peers are allowed the courtesy-title of lord or honourable, and the

daughters that of lady or honourable.

Cousin.—Cousin Betsy—a half-witted person. C.

I do not think there's a man living— or dead for that matter—that can say Foster's

wronged him of a penny, or gave short measure to a child or a Cousin Betsy.

—

Mrs.
Gaskell.

To call cousins—to claim relationship. C.

My new house is to have nothing Gothic about it, nor pretend to call cousins

with the mansion-house.—H. Walpole.

Cousin Michel or Michael—the nickname given to a German, as " John
Bull " to an Englishman and " Brother Jonathan " to an American. F.

These were truly the days for Cousin Michael, corresponding in a measure to the
" good old colonial times " of New England.

—

Anon.

Oolite.—Coiite que coute—at any cost. P. French.

Mr. Child has fallen into the same mistakes as the proprietress of the N<mvcUf
Revue, though with less evident desire to abuse and vilify coiUc qxie coute (at all

haz.ir(ls).

—

Mat ion id Review.
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Coventry.— To send to Coventry—to exclude from companionship; to

have no dealings with. F. Sent to Covcntrij signifies " in disgrace

or disfavour ^ith one's associates." Mostly used by schoolboys, who
inflict the punishment frequenUy on their fellows. See Boycott.

In fact thiit solemn assembly, a levy of the school, had been held, at which the

captain of the school had got up and given out that any boy, in whatever form,

who should thenceforth aiipeal to a master, without having first gone to some pre-

positor and laid the case before him, should be thrashed iiublicly, and sent to Coven-

try.

—

Hughes.

Cover.—Covers were laid for so many—dinner was pre^jared for so

many guests. C.

Covers were laid for four.

—

Thackeuay.

Crab.— To catch a crab—to be struck with the handle of the oar in

rowing and to fall backwards. C. This accident occurs if the oar be

left too long in the water before repeating the stroke.

I thought you were afraid of catching the wrong one, which would be catching a

crab, wouldn't it?

—

Besant.

Crack.—To crack a crib—to break into a house with the intention of

robbing it. S. A burglar's phrase.

The captain had been their pal (companion), and while they were all three cracking

a crib, had, with unexampled treachery, betrayed them.—C. Rkade.
Any man calls himself a burglar when he's once learned to crack a crib.

—

Besant.

To crack a bottle—to drink in a friendly way. F.

He was always ready to crack a bottle (drink) with a friend.

To crack up anything—to praise it highly. F.

Then don't object to my cracking up the old schoolhouse, Eugby.—Hughes.

A crack hand—one who is expert ; an adept. F.

He is a crack hand (very clever) at entertaining children.

To crack a crust—to get along fairly well in the world ; to make a small

but sufficient income. F.

To crack a tidy crust—to be successful in life ; to make a comfortable

income. F.

In a crack—instantaneously. F.

Poor Jack Tackle's grimy ghost was vanished in a crack (at once).—Lewis.

Creature.—Creature comforts—y^hai makes the body comfortable
; good

food and clothing, and other necessaries and luxuries. C.

For the first time her own sacrifice of work and time could do nothing for her

friend compared with the soft words, the grapes, and the creature comforts so freely

bestowed by the new-comer.

—

Besant.
An empty glass stood on a table before him, which, with his somnolent condition

and a very strong smell of brandy and water, forewarned the visitor that Mr. Squeers

had been seeking, in creature comforts, a temporary forgetfulness of his unple:;sant

situation.—Dickens.
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Credat.—Credat Jiuhkus—a phrase implying disbelief. C. Latin.

The quotation is from Horace

—

Credat Judieus Apella, "Apella the

Jew may believe it !
" (but no one else will).

Would they for a moment dare to hold up to public ridicule and contempt the very

persons to whom they owe admittance within the charmed circle ? Credat Jxulieus.

Such incomparable baseness is simply incredible.

—

Edinburgh Revievj, 1SS7.

Creeps.—To give one tlie creeps—to cause one to shudder. F.

They gave me the creeiJS, the whole lot of them, and that's a fact.—H. K. Haggaed.

Crispin.—A son or knight of St. Crispin—a shoemaker. C.

Here the loyal shoemaker sat merrily hammering at his last, regardless of the

gathering shadows on the wall, and of the eerie associations of his little box, which
at one time in its career served the office of a dead-house in connection with the

hospital. The officer had nothing for the knight of St. Crispin, and after interchang-

ing salutations with him the company proceeded on their way, leaving him still

singing on his stool.

—

Scotsman.

Crocodile.—Crocodile tears—hypocritical tears shed by an unfeeling

person. P.

And George did chief mourner. I suppose he blubbered freely ; he always could

blubber freely when a lad. I remember how he used to take folks in as a lad, and
then laugh at them; that's why they called him "Crocodile" at school.— H. E.

Haggard.
He (Lord Lovat) laid all the blame of the Erasers' rising upon his son, saying, with

crocodile tears, that he was not the first who had an undutiful son.—G. A. Sala.

Crooked.—A crooked Hixpence—s, Inc^y ihmg; a talisman. P. It used

to be considered lucky for one to carry about a crooked sixpence on

his person.

You've got the beauty, and I've got the luck ; so you must keep me by you for your

crooked sixpence (to bring you good luck).

—

George Eliot.

Crop.—To crop out—to appear above the surface. In geology, inclined

strata which appear above the surface are said to crop out. P.

The prejudice of the editor of the newspaper against America crops out (displays

itself) in everything he writes.

—

Hiogo Neivs, 1SS7.

To crop up—[a) to rise in different places unexpectedly. C.

He did not, he said, want to have mushroom watering-places cropping up under
his nose.

—

Good Words, 1SS7.

[h] to happen or appear unexpectedly. C.

So bitter is this feeling that it crops up in all public meetings.

—

Spectator, Mar.
31, 188S.

But curious complications were to crop up yet.

—

Mrs. Henhv AVood.

Cropper.—To come a cropper—to get a fall ; to tumble at full length ;

to meet with a sudden collapse. F.

He came a cropper yesterday while out riding.

When the rejection of the measure had practically decided the fate of the minis-

try, Punch completed its allegory by another cartoon, in which the horse and its

rider lay thrown and prone on the other side of the hedge, with the legend, " Come
a cropper."

—

Justin M'Cabthy.
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Cross.—To cross swords—to have a duel. C.

Captain Richard would soon have crossed swords with the spark had any villany

been afloat.—G. A. Sala.

To cross the hand u-ith silver. Fortune tellers, who in England and other

countries are most frequently of gipsy race, begin theii" operations by

Iiaving their hands crossed with a silver coin. They pretend tliat this

is an indispensable preliminary to divmation.

He went on his way with the grenadier, a sweep, and a gipsy woman, who was

importunate that he should cross her hand with silver, in order that he might know
all about the great fortune that he was to wed.—fJ. A. Sala.

The tawny sibyl no sooner appeared, than my girls came running to me for a

shilling a-piece to cross her hand with silver.—Goldsmith.

On the cross—unfair; dishonest. S. Opposed to on the square.

Crow.—Crow's feet—the wruikles which age or trouble causes to form

about the eyes. C.

Years had told upon George more than they had upon Philiji, and, though there

were no touches of gray in the flaming red of his hair, the bloodshot eyes and the

puckered crow's feet beneath them, to say nothing of the slight but constant

trembling of the hand, all showed that he was a man well on in middle life.—H. R.

Haggard.

To eat crow—to do what is excessively unpleasant. S. American. The

crow has long been the emblem of contention ; as Hudibras says :

—

" If not, resolve before we go

That you and I must pull a crow."

The same idea is suggested in Comedy of Errors, act iii. :

—

" We'll pluck a crow together."

lu common parlance, eating crow, as an expression of liumiliation, is

mucli the same as eating humble pie, but evidently is more expressive.

Its origin is too ol)scure to be definitely reached, but it came into use

during the late rebellion, and evidently was born in the camp. Many
j'ears ago I heard the late G. P. Disosway, who was a confirmed

humorist, tell the following story, which he had received from a

soldier; and I also heard it from Captain Ballou of the 115th Regi-

ment :—A private in one of the Pennsylvania regiments got leave to

go hunting, and unfortunately shot a tame crow belongmg to a

planter, who happened to come up just as the bird was killed. The
unlucky hunter had rested his musket against a tree, and the planter

seized it, and pointing it at the hunter, exclaimed, '
' You can eat that

crow, or die." There being no escape, the hunter got through with

part of his distasteful meal, when the planter, relenting, said, " You've

done pretty well ; here, take your gun and get off right smart. " The
soldier, as soon as he got the piece in his hands, immediately turned

the tables by levelling it at the jjlanter, exclaiming, " Now, you eat
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the rest of that crow, or I'll shoot you on the spot." There being no

escape, the thing was done. In a few days the planter had occasion

to visit the camp, and as the soldier recognized him, one of the officers

inquired, " Do you know that man ? " " Oh, yes," rej)lied the planter

;

"we dined together last week."

—

Neio York Correspondent "Troy
Times.

"

To have a crow to j)luch mth any one—to have some fault to find with

one ; to have a matter requiring explanation. C.

I have a crow to pluck with (a matter wliicli I want explained by) the butler. I

want to know why he sent the messenger off with an uncivil word yesterday.

There was not a Prior there—least of all John Prior—who could help feeling

astonished by the ease and fluency with which Susie ignored the crow to pluck

between the two houses.

—

Sarah Tytler.
Ah, Master George, I have a crow to pluck with you.—Florence Marryat.

As the crov) flies—directly; without any deviation from the straight line

to one's destination. P.

He went, as the crow flies (in a straight line), over the stubble and by the hedge-

sides, never pausing to draw breath.

—

Mrs. Oliphant.

To croiv over—to triumph over ; to be exultant towards. C.

The colonel, instantly divining the matter, and secretly flattering himself, and

determining to crow over Polly (prove that he was more knowing than Polly), said,

to help him out, " Aha, you rogue, I knew it."

—

Harper's Magazine, ISSO.

Cry.—To cry off—to retreat from a bargain ; to refuse to carry out an

engagement. C.

Osborne will cry off now, I suppose, since the family is smashed.

—

Thackeray.
Miss Huntly and Miss Joy having consented to take part in the expedition, Admiral

and Mrs. Greenwood promptly cried off from it.

—

Good Words, 1SS7.

To cry cupboard—to be hungry. F.

" Madam, dinner's upon the table."
" Faith I'm glad of it ; my belly began to cry cupboard."—Swift.

To cry quits. See Quits.

To cry over spilt milk—to spend time in useless regrets. C.

What's done, Sam, can't be helped ; there is no use in crying over spilt milk (indulg-

ing in unavailing regrets).

—

Haliburton.

To cry up—to praise highly ; to puff. C.

I was prone to take disgust towards a girl so idolized and so cried up (praised), as

she always was.

—

Jane Austen.

To cry " wolf"—to raise a false alarm. P. A phrase taken from one

of yEsop's Fables. A shepherd boy, who watched a flock of sheep

near a village, called out, "Wolf! wolf!" When his neighbours

came to help him, he laughed at them for their pains. The wolf,

however, did truly come at last. Then the shepherd boy called out
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in earnest for help, but no one paid any attention to his cry. They
had got accustomed to it, and despised it. He lost nearly all liis

flock.

Cudgel.—To take up the cudgels on behalf of another—to defend liiin

warmly. P.

On my showing him the correspondence, Delane immediately took up the cwdgels

for the widow (espoused the widow's cause).

—

Blackwood's Magazine, 1SS6.

To cudgel one's brains—to make a painful effort to remember. C.

Cudgel thy brains no more about it.—Shakespeare.
In vain we cudgel our brains to ask of what faith, what principle these monstprs

may be the symboL—G. J. AVhyte-Melville.
He did not have to cudgel his brains long, for hy-and-by Miss Iluntly said hesi-

tatingly, " I have heard a rumour that everything has been left to your brother. Is

it true 1 "—W. E. Norris.

Cue.—To fjive the cue—to give a hint ; to furnish an opportunity. P. The
cue, in the parlance of tlie stage, is the catch-word, from which an

actor knows where his part comes in.

This admission gave the cue to Todhunter (gave Todhunter an opportunity) to take

up his parable and launch out into one of his effusive laudations of Parr and all his

works.

—

Macmillaiis Magazine.

Cui.—Cui bono ?—to wliom will it do any good ? F. Latin.

For the last generation or two a feeling of Cui bono? had led to the discontinuance

of the custom.

—

Thomas Hardy.

Cum.—Cum grano salts—with a grain of salt ; making some allowance.

P. Latin.

All his statements must be taken cum grano salis (with some reservation).

Cup.—His cup runs over—he has more than enough. P. A phrase

borrowed from the Bible (Ps. xxiii.).

I do not know exactly what it was that Biver did at last ; it was something which
not only broke the camel's back, but made the cup run over (was more than enough
to cause his dismissal).

—

Besant.

In one's cups—intoxicated. P.

He had often signified, in his cups (when drinking hard), the pleasure he proposed
in seeing her married to one of the richest men in the county.—Fielding.

Cupboard.— Ctipboard love— affection springing from an interested

motive. C.
A cupboard love is seldom true,

A love sincere is found in few.—Nares.

Curled.—Curled darlings—petted and pampered young men. P.

He would show them of what a man in his own right is capable, and he would go
far past the "curled darlings" who owed everything to fortune and nothing to them-
selves.

—

Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

Curry.—To curry favour—to use mean arts to obtain patronage. P.

Many changed their religion to curry favour with (gain in a mean way the patron-
age of) King James.
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Curse.— The curse of Cain. Cain, for the murder of his brother Abel,

was condemned to be a wanderer and vagabond on tlie earth.

Those in the provinces, as if with the curse of Cain upon their heads, came, one

by one, to miserable ends.

—

Froude.

The curse of Scot!and^& name given to the playing-card called the nine

of diamonds—the winning card in a gambling game which rumed

many .Scottish families. C.

Curtain.—Curtain lectures—private admonitions given by a wife to her

husband. C. The phrase, though of earlier origin, is immortalized

in the celebrated Mrs. Ca^idle's Curtain Lectures, by Douglas Jerrold,

published in the columns of Punch, 1845. Curtains = bed-curtains,

the lectures being delivered at night.

Beside what endless brawls by wives are bred.

The curtain lecture makes a mournful bed.

—

Drydes.

The ctirtain falls—the performance closes ; the scene comes to an

end. C.

Here the conversation ought to have ended; the curtain ought to fall at this point.

What followed was weak—very weak.

—

Besant.

Cut,—To cut in—to make a remark before another speaker has finished

;

to throw in a remark suddenly. F.

"Worked in the fields summers, and went to school winters : regulation thing?"

Hartley cut in.—W. D. Howells.

To cut one's lucky or ojie's stick—to run away ; to go off in a huny. S.

Jeremiah grinned, his eyes glittered. " I'm in luck's way," he said ;
" and now,

mother, give me a glass of brandy and water, and I'll cut my lucky."—B. L.

Farjeon.

To cut off with a shilling—to leave a small sum as a legacy. P.

Spiteful testators used to leave the disinherited one a shilling, that he might not

be able to say he had been inadvertently omitted, and it was all a mistake.—Charles
Reade.
Because I'm such a good-natured brother, you know I might get you turned out of

house and home, and cut off with a shilling (disinherited) any day.—George Eliot.

To cut one short—to interrupt another while speaking. P.

Tom pulled himself together, and began an explanation ; but the colonel cut him
short (interrupted him).

—

Harper's McKjazine, 1S8G.

To cut or to cut dead — to refuse to recognize an acquaintance in

public. P.

.She would cut her dearest friend (pass her dearest friend without recognition) if

misfortune befell her, or the world turned its back (society frowned) upon her.

—

Thackeray.

To cut a figure, a dash, or a dido—to make oneself prominent ; to do

something to attract notice. Tlie last is a slang phrase, the two first

are conversational.

It seems my entertainer was all this while only the butler, who, in his master's ab-

sence, had a mind to cut a figure.

—

Goldsmith.
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A\'ith tliis sum they thought, to use their own expression, they were entitled to

live in as great style and cut as grand a dash as any of the first families in Mon-
mouthshire.

—

Maria Edckwokth.
Thus the humble artisan and his elephant cut a greater dash than lions and tigers,

and mountebanks and quacks, and drew more money.

—

Reade.

To cut np rough—to resent any treatment ; to show a disposition to

quarrel. F.

He'll cut up so rough, Nicklcby, at our talking together without him.—Dickens.

To he cnt tip—to be distressed. C.

Poor master ! he was awfully cut up (sorry) at having to leave you.

Well then, of course, I was awfully cut up (in great affliction). I was wild.—
C. Reade.

To cut one's eye-teeth—to become knowing ; to learn how to cheat

another man. S.

Them 'ere fellers (those fellows there—Scotsmen) cut their eye-teeth (learned crafty

ways) afore they ever sot foot in this country (America), I expect.

—

Halibukton.

The cut of one's jib—one's rig, or personal appearance ; the peciiliarities

of one's dress and walk. S. A sailor's phrase.

I knew him for a parson by the cut of his jib (his appearance).

Cut and come arjain — a hospitable phrase, signifying tliat there is

plenty for all guests. C. Jane Carlyle uses the expression in one of

her letters.

Cut and come again (a profuse hospitality) was the order of the evening (marked
all the proceedings that evening).

To cut the {Gordian) knot—to solve a difficulty in a speedy fashion. P.

Tliere was a knot tied by a Pln-ygian peasant, about which tlie report

spread that he wlio unloosed it should be king of Asia. It was sliown

to Alexander the Great, who cut it in two with his sword, saying,
" 'Tis thus we loose our knots."

Decision by a majority is a mode of cutting a knot (promptly solving a difficulty)

which cannot be untied.

—

Sir G. C. Lewis.

To cut the groundfrom binder one—to leave one in an illogical position,

with no reasonable argument in his favour. P.

I cut the ground from under him (made his position untenable), by proving that

the document on which he relied contained an important erasure.

To cut out—to supplant ; to secure another's place or privileges. C.

In a few weeks some fellow from the West End will come in with a title and a

rotten rent-roll and cut all us city men out, as Lord Fitzrufus did last year with

Mi.ss Orogram, who was actually engaged to Podder, of Podder and Brown's.

—

Thackeray.

To cut one's throat—to act so as to ruin oneself. C.

He .^aw it all now : he had let the old man die after he had executed the fresh will

disinheriting him. He had let him die ; lie had effectually and beyond redemption

cut his own throat (ruined himself by his own action).—H. R. Haooaru.

6
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Cut ami th^-ttst—keen ; forcible. P.

That U the way of doing business—a cut-and-thrust style, without any flourish:

Scott's style when his blood was up.

—

Pxiofe.ssor Wilson.

To cut and run—to go off quickly ; to run off immediately. S.

Thus spake Bavaria's scholar king,

Prepared to cut and run :

" I've lost my throne, lost everything,

dlola, I'm undone."
Epigram quoted in "Quarterly Ecview," 1SS7.

I must cut and run, whatever happens.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

To dratv cuts—to decide a matter by drawing papers of unequal length,

presented so as to have the same appearance : equivalent to tossing

up. P.

They drew cuts who should go out of the room.

Dab.—A rerjular dab at anything—very skilful in anything. S.

" I'm a regular dab at figures, you know," said Jeremiah to his mother.—B. L.

Farjeon.

Daggers.—To look or S2}eak daggers—to glare at ; to gaze upon with

animosity. P.

There he sits, abaft (behind) the mainmast, looking daggers at us (glaring angrily

upon us).—C. Keade.
I will speak daggers to her; but will use none.

—

Shakespeare: Hamlet.

At daggers drawn—bittei'ly hostile. P.

Lord Shelburne had always desired to keep the Bedfords at a distance, and had
been at daggers drawn with (bitterly liostile to) them, ever since their introduction

into the Government.—Teevelvan.

Damn.—To damn vnth faint praise—to condemn anything by praising

it very slightly. P.

Should such a man, too fond to rule alone.

Bear, like the Turk, no brother near the throne. .-.

.

Damn with faint praise, assent with civil leer.

And, without sneering, teach tlic rest to sneer.

—

Pope.
For the first hour all had been comi)linient, success, and smiles

;
jiresently came

the huts, and the hesitated objections, and tlie damning with faint praise.—M.\niA
Edcieworth.

Damocles.—The swo7'd of Damocles—a sword suspended by a single

thread, and ready to descend and kill the person sitting below it. P.

See iSwoRD.

So they laugh and love, and are to all appearance blissfully content throupli the

morning hours, and descend to breakfast (but for tliat sword of P.anioclos susponiled
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over their heads) as happy in their mutual affection as ever were Eve and Adam when
first presented to each other.

—

Flokence MARrivAT.

Damon.—Damon and Pythias—sworn friends. P. The classical name
of Pythias is Phintias. He offered to die for his friend Damon.

"Such unscientific balderdash," added the doctor, flushing suddenly puri'le

"would have estranged Damon and Pythias."—R. L. Stevenson.

Dance.—To dance attendance on—to pay assiduous court to. P. A
phrase used in contempt.

Welcome, my lord ; I dance attendance (wait obsequiously) here.—Shakespeare.
But he lives in town as a rule when he is not dancing attendance on Lady Swans-

down.

—

Florence Marryat.

To dance, and pay the piper—to labour to amuse, and liave the expense

of the entertainment besides. F.

I'll either teach in the school once a week, or give you a subscription ; but I am not

going both to dance and pay the piper (give my services for nothing, and pay other

performers).

To dance upon nothing—to get hanged. S.

If you do not take care, you will soon dance upon nothing (be executed).

To lead a person a dance or a jn'etty dance—to cause him unnecessary

trouble. F.

You gave me the wrong address, and have led me a pretty dance (caused me much
needless search).

Dander.—To get one's dander up—to grow angry ; to lose one's tem-

per. S. Dander = dandriflf, scurf on the head.

" I don't understand such language," said Alden, for he was fairly riled (irritated)

and got his dander up (lost his temper).

—

Halibukton.

Darby.—Darby and Joan—a, happy old couple devoted to each other.

P. They are characters in a popular ballad.

You may be a Darby, but I'll be no Joan (devoted wife), I promise.

—

Goldsmith.

Dark.—A dark horse—a competitor about whose cliance of winning

the world knows nothing. C. A sporting phrase.

You see I was dipped pretty deep, and duns after me, and the Derby my only

chance, so I put the pot on (betted heavily on the favourite horse) ; but a dark horse

won.—C. Re.vde.

To keep another in the dark—to keep him in ignorance of an event.

She was now resolved to keep Harriet no longer in the dark (in ignorance).

To keep dark about anything—to preserve secrecy about it. C.

If you wiU (fight me), I'll keep dark about it (never speak about our flglit).

—

Haliburton.

Darken.—To darken another's door—to cross the tlireshold of his

house. C.

He is a dishonourable scoundrel ; and if, after this assurance, you receive him, I

shall never darken your door again.—C. Reade.
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David.—David and Jonathan—inseparable friends. P. A Biblical

parallel to the classical friendship of Damon and Pythias.

I was—everybody knows that—I was his confidential factotum and his familiar

friend, as David was to Jonathan.—Besant.

Davy.—Davy Jonta -a sailor's term for death. S.

Keep my bones from Davy Jones (death).—Poj)«?ar ^o^ng.

Davy Jones'-'^ locker—the place Avliere dead men go. A common expres-

sion with sailors. It is also used for the sea, the common receptacle

of everything thrown overboard.

I tell thee, Jack, thou'rt free ; leastways, if we get to Jamaica without going to

Davy Jones's locker.—G. A. Sala.
The buccaneer has made his exit, and so has his fierce brother the pirate. That

dreadful flag has long been hauled down and stowed away by Davy Jones in his

looik^x.— Oentleman's Magazine, 1SS7.

Day.—To have had one's day—to be past one's prime ; to be no longer

"in the swim;" to be old-fashioned; to be discarded for something

newer. C.

" Old Joe, sir," said the major, " was a bit of a favourite in that quarter once ; but

Joe has had his day."—Dickens.

Every dog has his day. See DoG.

This day loeek (or year, or six months)—a week counting from this day

;

the corresponding day of last or next week. P.

Let us go this day week—to-day is Thursday—that is, let us go next Thursday.

Almost on that day year (the corresponding day of the last year) it (the House of

Commons) had been cheering Pitt while he declaimed against the folly of a Hano-

verian war.

—

Macaulay.

His days are numbered—he has only a short time to live. P.

Marocco alone yet bars the way, and Marocco's days are practically numbered.

—

Grant Allen, in Contemporary Review, 1S8S.

To carry the day—to be victorious ; to win a victory. P.

It was the cry of " free education" that carried the day (won the victory).

Day of grace—a day allowed by the law before money is called in, or

the law is put in execution. Three days of grace are generally allowed

for the payment of a bill beyond the date actually mentioned in the

paper. Thus a bill in which payment is promised on the 1st Novem-
ber is duly paid on the 4th.

A day after the fair—too late to see anything. C.

You have arrived a day after the fair (too late to see what you wished). Your
friends have gone.

Daylight.— To throw daylight upon—to reveal ; to display to view. P.

But for that accident, the mystery and the wrong being played out at Caromel's
farm might never have had daylight thrown upon it.

—

Mrs. Henry AVoon.
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De (French).

—

De haut en haa—in a lofty, coiulesoeiuliiig fashion. C.

Frencli.

She used to treat Iiiiu a little dc haut en has.—C. Reade.

De ()-op—in the way ; not wanted ; superfluous. C. French.

To turn a, young lady out of her own drawing-room without assigning any rrason

for it, except that she is de trap (her presence is not wished for), is a very difficult

operation.—James Pays.

De rhjueur—strictly required. P. French.

His face was rather soft than stern, charming than grand, pale than flushed ; his

nose, if a sketch of his features be dc riijueur for a person of his pretensions, was

artistically beautiful enougli to have been worth doing in marble by a sculptor not

over-busy.—Thomas Hardy.

De (Liitin).—De jure—legal ; having the sanction of law. P. Latin.

De facto—real; having actual possession. P. Latin.

It was, we believe, impossible to find, from the Himalayas to Mysore, a single

Government which was at once a Government de facto and a Government de jure.—

Macaulay.

De moriuis nil nisi bonum—say only what is good of tlie dead. P. Latin.

The proverb of de mortuis is founded on hiunbug.—A. Tkollope.

De novo—from a new point ; afresh. Latiii.

Let us clear the stage, and begin cfe novo (afresh).

Dead.—Diud drunk—stupified with liquor. C.

Pythagoras has finely observed that a man is not to be considered dead drunk till

he lies on the floor and stretches out his arms and legs to prevent his going lower.—

S. Warren.

The dead-letter office—the department m the post-office wliere unclaimed

letters are kept. P.

I took it for granted that it found its way to the dead-letter office, or was sticking

up across a pane in the postmaster's window at Huntingdon for the whole town to

see, and it a love-letter !

—

Maria Edoeworth.
May not these wanderers of whom I speak have been sent into the world without

any proper address at all ? AVhere is our dead-letter office for such ?—J. R. Lowell.

To pull the dead horse—to work for wages already paid. F.

Dead as a herring or as a door-nail—stone dead ; without any life. F.

The herrmg is a fish which dies immediately after it leaves the water.

"They caught him at work, and gave him a rap over the head with a spade. The

more fool he for being caught. Here is to his memory."
" Ugh ! What ! is he—is he—"
"Dead as a herring."—C. Reade.
" What ! is the old king dead?"
" As nail in door."—Shakespeare : 2 Henry IV.

Dead Sea fruit—fruit fair to the eye, but crumbling to dust when the

skin is broken. P. See Apple of Sodom.

He had come across the fruit of the Dead Sea, so sweet and delicious to the eye, so

bitter and nauseous to the tnste.—A. Thollofe.
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Dead hand—the mysterious influence of a dead person ^^hon^ one has

injured. P. An okl superstition of this kind still lingers.

She must have been led, he thought, to his office by the dead hand of Tom himself.

James Rolfe was not a superstitious person, but he had read novels, and he knew
very well that dead people do constantly visit evil-doers with curses and bring trouble

upon them, especially when they have dealt wickedly with wards.

—

Besant.

In a dead hand—said of land or property lield by a corporation (for

example, the Church) and not l)y a personality. Latin, in manu
mortuo.

A dead letter—somethmg no longer in force ; a rule never attended

to. P.

The rule about ready money was soon a dead letter (soon fell into disuse).

—

Tkevelyan.

A dead-head—a person who obtains entrance into an entertainment

without paying ; a sponger. C.

Poor, hopelessly abandoned loafers, wearing plainly the stamp of dead-head on

their shameless features.—A. C. Grant.

A dead-heat — a contest where it is impossible to decide who is

victor. C.

He was up in a moment ; but he was already overlapped, and although he made up
the difference, it was a dead-lieat, and they were in neck-and-neck.

—

Besant.

Dead heat—thoroughly exhausted. C.

I could not move from the spot. I was what I believe seldom really happens
to any man—dead beat, body and soul.—C. Reade.

Dead man's part—in law, the portion of an intestate person's movables

beyond the share which goes by right to his wife and children. A
technical phrase.

Dead men—empty bottles. F.

Lord Smart. Come, John, bring me a fresh bottle.

Colonel. Ay, my lord ; and, pray, let him carry off the dead men, as we say in

the army (meaning the empty bottles).

—

Swift.

Dear.—Dear me.' oh dear! or simply, dear!—an exclamation of sur-

prise, commiseration, or weariness, according to tlie tone in wliich it

is uttered. C.

" Did you ever have your likeness taken, Harriet?" said she.

"Oh dear ! no—never." (An exclamation of surprise.)

"You haven't got an egg upon you, ISIrs. Bormalack, have you? Dear me ! (how
surprising !) one in your lap. Actually in a lady's lap ! "

—

Besa_nt.

Death.— T'o do to death—to kill. P.

Tliis morning a boy of fifteen was done to death by Mr. Hawcs.—C. Reade.

Weary to death—excessively fatigued. C. This plira.se really contains

no reference to actual dying.

The houses themselves were mostly gablo-roofed, with latticed windows, wliich
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served excellently to exclude the light, and which gave a blank and lack-lustre look
to the edifices, as though they were weary to death of the view over the way.—W.
Clakk Russell.

To the death—hxiaWy.

lie was wounded to the death (fatally).

At death's door—very near dying ; on the point of expiring. P.

Greaves had taken her marriage to heart, and had been at death's door (very

dangerously ill) in London.—C. Eeade.

Ill at the death—present at the final act of any exciting series of events.

C. The phrase is borrowed from fox-hunting.

Dtath on aiiythiiKj—havmg a great inclination for anything; skilful or

sure in performance. F.

He wandered about all day, stepping now and then, as he had promised his mother,
into the business places to inquire for employment ; but no one wanted an honest
lad who could read, write, and was " death on Aggers" (clever at counting).— Z.?/e of

Pnsidcnt Garfield.

He will he the dtath of me—he will cause me to die. F. Generally used

in a joking way.

Mrs. Squallop stared at him for a second or two iu silence, then, stepping back out
of the room, suddenly drew to the door, and stood outside, laughing vehemently. . .

.

"Mr.—Mr. Titmouse, you'll be the death of me (kill me with laughter), you will—
you wiU !" gasped Mrs. Squallop, almost black iu the face.— S. WARltEN.

Debt.— To pay the debt of nature—to die. P. See Pay.

Delirium.—Delirium tremens—a dreadful disease i-esulting from hard

drinking. P. Also known as d.t. and blue decil,-^.

I am an Englishman, and proud of it, and attached to all the national habits,

except delirntm tremens.—C. Eeade.

Demand.—In demand—much sought after. P.

Pet rabbits are greatly in demand (sought after) just now.

On demand—when asked for. P.

He sent me a bill payable on demand (when presented at the proper time).

Depend.—Depend upon it—you may l)c certain ; I assure you. C.

" If so," returned he, " depend upon it you shall feel the effects of this insolence."

—GOLDSMITU.

Deuce.—Play the deuce with—disorganize; ruin. S. Deuce was a

diemon among the Brigantes, a tribe of tlie early Britons.

" Yonder is the inn," he exclaimed, " a hand.some house enough, one must allow,

and standing in quite a little jxirk of its own ; but for all that I have a presenti-

ment that tlie cooking will play the deuce with (completely spoil) my digestion, an<l

that we shall be poisoned with bad wine."

—

Jajiks I'ayn.

Deus.—Deus ex maehind—an tniexpectcd deliverer or helper, who comes

just at the very time of danger or diflleulty. P. Latin. The phrase

is a classical one, and alludes to the supernatural deliverance of lierocs
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on the Roman stage by the descent of a god, by a mechanical con-

trivance, who beare them off in safety.

Where, in this case, were we to look for the deus ex machind who should fulfil the

father's vow and sever the daughter's chains by one happy stroke ?—W. E. Nouris.

Devil.—The deviVs advocate—tlie person in an ecclesiastical assembly

who had the ungracious office of opposing the canonization of some

saint. P. The Latin form of the word is advocatus diaholi. The
advocatus diaholi tried to throw doubt on the sanctity and miraculous

powers of the proposed saint. In the followuig extract devil's ad-

vocate signifies '
' one who tries to prove the existence of unpleasant

qualities " :

—

Mill was one of the sternest and most rigid representatives of that northern race

which, notwithstanding the very different qualities which make if illustrious, has so

continued to retain its conventional reputation for harshness and coldness that we
are almost forced to believe there must be some truth in the imputation. There

would be so if the devil's advocate could produce many such men as James MiU to

counterbalance Scott and Mackintosh as specimens of the character of their country-

men.

—

Mrs. Oliphant.

Devil take the hindmost—the one who is last mxist suflfer. C.

Mr. Eames was very averse to the whole theory of competition. The "devil take

the hindmost" scheme he called it, and would then go on to explain that hindmost
candidates were often the best gentlemen, and that, in this way, the devil got the

hindmost.—A. Trollope.
Away we went, " Pug" ahead, "Growler" and "Gaylad" scarce twenty yards from

his brush, and the devil take the hindmost. Well, of course we made sure of catching

him in about a hundred yards.—C. Eeade.

The devil to pay—a heavy sum to pay back ; very serious consequences. F.

And now Tom is come back, and there will be the devil to pay.

—

Besant.
"There will be the devil to pay at the hall," said Paston. "You don't pumj) out

a mine for a trifle, and with all that building on hand."

—

Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

Devil's luck—great good fortune ; astonishing luck. F.

Mark my words, Gride : you won't have to pay liis annuity very long. You have

the devil's luck in bargains always.—Dickens.

The devil. A phrase used to contradict a statement that has just been

made, or to express dissent from it. S.

" I'm Paddy Luck, and it's meself (myself) will sell the baste (beast) for twelve

pounds, and divil a ha'penny less " (not one halfpenny under that sum).— C. Eeade.
The devil was sick, the devil a monk would be

;

Tlie devil got well, the devil a monk was he.

—

Old Rhyme.
Exp.—The devil, being sick, resolved to become a monk, but wheu he recovered

he was anything but a monk.

A devil of a temjyer—a very bad temper. F.

Mrs. Churchill had no more heart than a stone to people in general, and a devil of

a temper (very bad temper).—Miss Austen.

Between the devil and the deep sea—between two menacing dangers. P.

Rupert's position was desperate : his friends had forsaken him ; lie was caught

between the devil and the deep sea,.—Gen tkman's ^[a^|nsinc, IS^C.
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To whip the deril round the post—to evade rules or provisions. C.

It is asserted, indeed, in some quarters that the devil might be whipped round the

Tientsin Convention (provisions of the Tientsin Convention might be evaded) by
persuading Korea to cede the Nanhow group to China.—Japan Mail, 1887.

Devil-may-cam—reckless ; heedless. C.

I once had the honour of being on intimate terms with a mute, who, in private

life and off duty, was as comical and jocose a little fellow as ever chirped out a

devil-may-care (reckless) song.

—

Dickens.

Give the devil hii due—allow even the worst man credit for what he does

well. P.

Arthur Brooke was a straightforward and just young fellow; no respecter of

persons, and always anxious to give the devil his due.—AV. E. Nokris.

To heat the devil's tattoo—to drum with the fingers on a window or

a table. P. See Tattoo.

Diamond.—A rough diamond—a person with an unattractive exterior

who possesses good qualities of mmd and heart. C.

As for AVarrington, that rough diamond had not had the polish of a dancing master,

and he did not know how to waltz.

—

Tiiackekay.

Diamond cut diamond—a phrase used when one sharp person outwits

another. P.

The Irish leaders are extremely clever men, and hitherto English administrators

have only coped with them in a blundering, dull-witted way. Sir Eedvers Buller

gets the credit of this diamond cut diamond move.

—

St. Andrews Citizen, 7667.

Notwithstanding their difference of years, our pair are playing a game very com-
mon in society, called diamond cut diamond.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

Dickens.— What the dickens—what the devil. S. A strong form of

tchat.

I cannot tell what the dickens his name is.— Shakespeare.
Why the dickens don't these people go to bed ?—W. E. Norkis.

Dickey.

—

All did-ey v:ith any one—a hopeless case for any one; no

chance of saving him. 8.

Here a monk. . .

.

Sobs out as he points to the corpse on the floor,

" 'Tis all dickey with poor Father Dick—he's no more."

—

Barham.

Die.— The die is thrown or cast—the decision is made ; the decisive

.step is taken. P.

At all events, what use was there in delaying? The die was thrown, and now or

tomorrow the i.ssue must be the same.

—

Thackeray.

To die hy inches—to die slowly ; to waste away slowly but steadily. P.

At the time, a sudden death always seems something strange and horrible, like a

murder ; although probably most of us, if we could choose, would rather be killed at

a blow than die by inches.—W. E. Norris.

Dine.— To dine off—to make to serve for dinner. P.

Sir Pitt, though he dined off boiled mutton, had always three footmen to serve it.

—

Tiiackerav.
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A diner-out—a man who generally dines with friends. P.

To dine ivith Democritus—to be cheated out of one's dinner. P.

To dine icith Sir Thomas Gresham—to go without a dimier. F. The
London Exchange was founded by Sir Thomas Gresham, a merchant

in Queen Elizabeth's time, who gave his name to " Gresham 's Law"
in political economy. The Exchange was a favourite lounging-place

for penniless men.

To dine with Duke Humphrey— to get no dinner at all. C. Some
gentlemen were visiting the tomb of Duke Humphrey of Gloucester,

and one of the party was by accident shut in the abbey. His where-

abouts remained undiscovered until the party had risen from dinner.

The poor fellow had been with Duke Humphrey, and had got no

dinner at all—hence the phrase.

As for the duke in the family, I hope it will not be Duke Humphrey, and that

Trip will not be invited to dine with him.— S. Bakinu-Gould.

To dine with Mohammed—to die. P.

To dine with the cross-legyed knights—to have no dinner to go to. P.

A London i^hrase.

Dip.—To dip in gall—to make very bitter. P,

The famous Shakespearian critic Malone was the object of his special aversion,

which was most cordially reciprocated, and often had they transfixed one anotbct

with pens dipped in gall (full of rancour).

—

James Pavn.

Dirt.—Dirt cheap—at an excessively low price. F.

Thirty pounds a week. It's too cheap, Johnson ; it's dirt cheap.

—

Dickens.

To eat dirt —to submit to insult. C.

Though they bow before a calf, is it not a golden one? though they eat dirt, is it

not dressed by a French cook ?—G. J. Wuyte-Melvili.e.

Discount.—At a discount—[a) not in demand ; not valued highly ; un-

popular. P.

There can be no doubt that the old-fashioned ideas of English policy in the East

are at a discount.

—

FortnUjhtly Rcvicu', 1SS7.

(b) sold at less than the market value. P.

Watch-guards and toasting-forks were alike at a discount.

Dispose.—To dispose of—(a) to get rid of ; to free oneself from. P.

But Wilkes had still to be disposed of.—Percy Fitzgerald.

The many things he had had to think of lately passed before him in the music, not

as claiming his attention over again, or as likely evermore to occupy it, but as peace-

fully disposed of and gone.—Dickens.

{h) to sell. C.

Madam is ready to dispose of her horse and carriage if a good price is offered.

Ditch.—To die in the last ditch—to resist to the utmost ; to make a

desperate resistance. P.
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Ditto.— To say ditto to—to acquiesce hi; to accept the conclusions or

arrangements of others. C.

Dr. Lavergne was a convinced Republican ; his wife's convictions resembled those

of the wise and unassuming politician who was content to say ditto to Mr. Curke.

—

W. E. NOBKIS.

Divine.—Divine riijht of kimj/f—a theory, first explicitly held by James I.

of P^nglanil, that the king is above the law, and answerable for his

actions to no one. P. See Macaulay's Hiitovy of EiKjlaiid, Intro-

duction.

May you, my Cam and Isis, preach it long,
" The right divine of kings to govern wrong."— Pope.

While preachers who held the divine right of kings made the churches of Paris

ring with declamations in favour of democracy rather than submit to the heretic dog
of a Bearnois, .... Henry bore both parties in hand till he was convinced that only

one course of action could possibly combine his own interests and those of France.

—

J. E. Lowell.

"Dvs^Q.—Dixit s land—a land of plenty and happiness, celebrated in

negro songs. Dixie was a planter in Manhattan Island, who removed
his slaves to one of the Soutlieru States, wliere tliey had less to eat

and more to do, and therefore sighed for tlieir old home.

In Dixie's land I take my stand,

I'll live and die for Dixie.

—

Popular Song.

Do.— To do up—(a) to made tidy. F.

"But who is to do up your room every day?" asked Violet.—Besant.
I could almost fancy it was thirty years back, and I was a little girl at home,

looking at Judith as she sat at her work, after she'd done the house up (set the

house in order).—Geokoe Eliot.

(6) to ruin ; to make bankrupt. C.

He observed that there was a pleasure in doing up a debtor which none but a
creditor could know.

—

Maria Edgewokth.

('•) to weary. F.

The widow felt quite done up (fatigued) after her long walk.

To do aicay with—to remove ; to get rid of. P.

Delightful Mrs. Jordan, whose voice did away with (banished) tlie cares of the

whole house before they saw her come in.

—

James Pavn.

To do for a man—to ruin him. F.

No, you're done for (you are ruined); you are up a tree, you may depend (be

certain)
; pride must fall. Your town is like a ball-room after a dance.—

H

ali-

BURTON.

Do tell—you astonish me. A familiar American phiase.

" A dressmaker !

" cried her ladyshij). " Do tell (that's strange). I was in that

line myself before I married."—Bb.sant.

To have to do with—to be interested in ; to liave lousiness \\ itJi. 1*.

We have, however, to do with (our business is with) only one pair who wcro sit-

ting togolher on the banks opposite Trinity.

—

Busakt.



Doctor [ 92 ] Dog

To do (ivell) by—to behave (well) towards. C.

One does as one is done by.— AV]\i. Black.
After administering sucli a scolding as naturally flowed from her anxiety to do

well by (behave well to) lier husband's niece—who had no mother of her own to

scold her, poor thing !—she would often confess to her husband, when they were safe

out of hearing, that she firmly believed "the naughtier the little hussy behaved, the

prettier she looked."

—

Geoiiue Eliot.

Well-to-do—in comfortable circumstances. P.

He's growing up fast now, and I am pretty well-to-do (in fairly good circum-

stances).—Halibueton.

To do a iierson hroion—to deceive him completely ; to hoodwink him. S.

Not knowing what to do, I thought I'd hasten back to town.

And beg our own Lord Mayor to catch the boy who'd "done me brown."—Babham.

To do a j^erson in the eye—to cheat him. S.

The jockey did your friend in the eye over that horse.

Exp.—The jockey cheated your friend with that horse.

Doctor.—To jnit the doctor on a man—to cheat him. F.

Perhaps ways and means may be found to put the doctor upon the old prig.—Tom
Brown.

Doctors' Commons—the Government office m London where wills are kept

and marriages registered. So called because the Doctors of Civil Law
were required to dine together (hold their common meal) four days in

each term, called " eating their terms." P.

She had a superstitious kind of notion that she would do better in a future state if

she had been recognized by the social law in this, and that the power of Doctor's

Commons extended beyond the office of the registrar-general.— Mbs. E. Lynn
Linton.

Doctors differ or disagree—there exists a grave difference of opmion. ~C.

A phrase in common use, employed somewhat playfully.

But the doctors differed in their metaphysics (there was a difference of opinion
regarding the metaphysics of the question).—M. Arnold.
Who shall decide, when doctors disagree?

—

Pope.

Doe.—Doe. See John Doe.

Dog.— The dog of Montargis—a dog whose master was slain, and which
showed wonderful intelligence and ferocity in its behaviour to the

murderer. Its name was Dragon ; its master's name was Captain

Aubri de Montdidier. The murderer's name was Eichard Macaire.

No doubt Diogenes is there, and no doubt Mr. Toots has reason to observe him

;

for he comes straightway at Mr. Toots's legs, and tumbles over himself in the despera-
tion with which he makes at him, like a very dog of Montargis.—Dickens.

A dog-in-the-manger—a selfish man, who refuses to allow his neighbour

to enjoy even what he himself has no use for. P. Used as an
adjective—"a dog-in-the-manger course of conduct."

A dog lay in a manger, and by his growling and snapping prevented the oxen from
eating the hay which had boi n placed for them. " What a selfish dog I

" s.iid cue of
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them to his companions. " He cannot eat the hay himself, and yet refuses to allow

tliose to eat who can."

—

yEsoji's Fables.
" I suppose it is wrong and selfish," he said. " I suppose I am a dog in a manger."

—A. Tbollope.

To dog-ear a hook—to turn clown the corners of its pages so tliat they

resemble a dog's cars. P.

They are quite young girls, who blot their books, dog-ear their dictionaries, make
grimy their grammars, and vie with each other in committing just as many faults

as can possibly be made in a given number of words.

—

Besant.

A (lo<i-in-a-hlankel—a kmd of pudding made of dough and suet, and en-

closing jam. C. Also called roly-poly.

AVe had roast beef to dinner, followed by an indigestible marmalade dog-in-a-

blanket (roly-poly filled with orange jam).

Dori cheap—very cheap. F. A corruption of god-chepe, a good bargain.

You got the fowls dog cheap at a dollar forty the dozen (remarkably cheap at

one dollar forty cents for the dozen).

Dog\s nose—a drink composed of gin and beer. S.

The dogs of war—famine, sword, and fire. P. ,

And Cresar's spirit, ranging for revenge,

With Ate by his side, come hot from hell.

Shall in these confines, with a monarch's voice,

Cry, "Havoc," and let slip the dogs of war.

—

Shakespeare.
Note.—Ate is the goddess of revenge. To cry " Havoc " signifies "to order slaugh-

ter without mercy."

To go to the dogs—to go to ruin. C.

One candidate chap says, " Fellow-citizens, this country is going to the dogs (to

destruction) hand over hand " (at a rapid rate).

To lead the life of a dog or « dog's life—to pass a miserable existence. C.

I am afraid I led that boy a dog's life (made that boy's e.\istence miserable).—R. L.

Stevenson.
" He is properly henpecked" (harshly used by his wife), said he. "He is afraid to

call his soul his own, and he leads the life of a dog" (his existence is a wretched

one).—Haliburton.

Every dog has his day—the period of enjoyment allowed to any creature

is a short one. C.

" Let Hercules himself do what he may,
The cat will mew, and dog will have his day."

—

Shakespeare: Hamlet.

And, Mr. Greaves, I am sorry for you—you are out of luck—but every dog has his

day (the period of success and prosperity granted to each of us soon passes away).—
C. Eeade.
Fortune was ever accounted inconstant, and each dog has but his day.—Carlyle.

Dog Latin— a. debased medieval form of Latin, used by physicians,

lawyers, and others, to whom the language was only partially fam-

iliar. P.

It was much as if the secretary to whom was intrusted the direction of negotia-

tions with foreign jiowers had a sufficient smattering of dog Latin to make himself

understood.

—

Macaulay.
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Give a do;/ an ill name and hanfj him—wlien a person's reputation is bad,

all his actions, even though well-intentioned, are viewed with sus-

picion. It is better to get rid altogether of a man who has lost his

good name, existence being thenceforth a burden to him. C.

You may say what you like In your kindness and generosity—it is a case of " give a

dog an ill name and hang him." The only question is wliether you are to be con

demned with the dog that has been justly regarded as a ne'er-do-well till he has been

branded with anr accusation of theft.

—

Sarah Tvtler.

Dolce.—Dolce far niente—sweet do nothing, or idleness. C. Italian.

The charms of the Italian climate, the attractions of the too facile Italian beauties,

purposely thrown in his way, and the seductive dolce far niente sort of life Francis

so readily fell into, were fatal to his military ardour.

—

Lady Jackson.

Don't.—Don't you hnoiv?—a phrase frequently inserted in conversation,

sometimes apologetically, sometimes to secure the better attention of

the listener.

" Oh, you don't know what Brighton is at this time of year," said Mr. Tom. "All
the resident people like ourselves keep open house, don't you know, and very glad

to."—Wm. Black.

Door.—To lay at one's door—to charge one with. P.

A great many faults may be laid at tlieir door, but they are not fairly to be

charged with fickleness.—J. R. Lowell.
I made the best of a bad case, and laid it all at my lady's door (attributed it aU to

my mistress), for I did not like her.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

Wext door to anything—approacliing closely to it. P.

A seditious word leads to a broil, and a riot undiminished is but next door to

(closely resembles) a tumult.

—

L'Estrange.

Dorcas.—-4 Dorcas society—a woman's association for providing-poor

people with clothing. P. It receives the name from Dorcas, or

Tabitha, who made clothes for the poor (Acts ix. .39).

About a year ago the ladies of the Dorcas society at our church made up a large

quantity of shirts, trousers, and socks.

—

Max Adeler.

Dot.—Dot and carry one—irregularly ; spasmodically. F.

I was not new to violent death. I have served His Royal Highness the Duke of

Cumberland, and got a wound at Fontenoy ; but I know my pulse went dot and carry

one.—R. L. Stevenson.

Double.—To take a douhle-frst—to pass for a degree at Oxford witli the

highest honours in two schools or departments. P.

For instance, though I firmly believe that you could at the present moment take a

double-flrst at the university, your knowledge of English literature is almost nil.—H.
U. Haooard.

A donhle entendre—a remark covering a concealed meaning, which has

generally a questionable reference. C. French.

An agreeable old gentleman, who did not believe in anything jiarticular, and liad a

certain proclivity toward dfnihh' entenilres.—\l\\ov\ BuoiToirrox.
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The double lines—the name given in Lloyil's publications to the record

of losses and accidents. C.

One morning the subscribers were reading the "double lines," and among the

losses was the total wreck of this identical ship.

—

Old and iVeir London.

Doiible or quifs. When two persons have been playing for a stake, the

loser or the winner may give a second challenge for tlie same amount.

The result of the second venture either leaves the loser twice as badly

off as before, or makes both parties even. In making this second

challenge the phrase " double or quits " is used.

Dmihh-dealing—duplicity; trickery. P.

This young lady was quite above all double-dealing ; she had no mental reserva-

tion.—M.-UIIA EDliEWORTH.

Down.—To he doivn npon a person—to reprove or find fault with him. F.

Poor Buswell ! his appearance isn't aristocratic, I admit, and Mrs. Greenwood was
rather down upon me for asking him here.— GoofZ IVords, 1SS7.

Down on their hick—(a) in an evil plight ; \'ery unfortunate. F.

I wouldn't turn you away, Alan, if you were down on your luck.—R. L. Stevenson.

(h) in low spirits. F.

The order for their execution arrived, and they were down upon their luck terribly.

—C. Keade.

Down in the nundh—dispirited ; sad. F.

Well, I felt proper (verj-) sorry for him, for he was a very clever man, and looked
cut up dreadfully, and amazin' (exceedingly) down in the mouth (melancholy).—
Haliburton.

Dcwny.—To do the downy—to lie in bed ; to sleep. S.

And then, being well iip, you see, it was no use doing the downy again, so it was
just as well to make one's twilight (toilet) and go to chayel.—Verdant Green,
ch. vii.

Dozen.—A haker^s dozen—thirteen. Formerly bakers gave an extra

loaf or bun with every dozen sold to customei-s. P. Giving a man
a baker's dozen is a slang expression for " giving him an extra sound

beatmg.

"

Drag.— To drag in hy the head and shoulders—to introduce aliruj^tly and

witliout sufficient cause. C.

We have enough to do to think of ourselves in these days, without dragging in the

absent by the head and shoulders.—Florence Marryat.

Dragon.—Drarjons^ teeth—things which bring future destruction. P.

Cadmus, the foimder of Thebes, succeeded in killing a redoubtable

dragon, by Athene's aid, and sowed its teeth in the plain. From
these teeth sprang up armed men, who killed each other, all except

five, the ancestors of the Thebans.

Frenrh Clinton plnngod headlong into the abyss, and orders went forth like so

many dragons' teeth sown by a (in.imial ('ridinu^.—Jlns. E. LvvN Livton.
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Draw.— To draw on—to approach (of time). P.

And so the time of departure drew on rapidly.—Dickens.

To draio rein—to stop ; to check one's course. P. A phrase used in rid-

ing and driving.

Lanfrey drew rein at the door.—Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

To draio up—to stop ; to come to a halt. P. Ahnost the same as to

draw rein. There is the notion of gi'adual slackening of motion, as

in a railway train approaching a station.

The soldier, who conducted the baggage-cart in which she was, drew up to (stopped

at) the first amongst a row of miserable cabins that were by the roadside.

To draiv (he line somewhere—to refuse to move outside of a certain limit

of conduct; to impose an arbitrary restriction on one's behaviour from

fear of going too far. C.

On the principle of "doing at Turkey as the Turkeys do" we should even have

ridden donkeys on the sand if I had not put a firm veto on it, saying, " AVe must
draw the line somewhere."

—

The. Mistktoe Boiigh, JSS.T.

To draw a perso7i out—to lead a person to express his real opinions or

show his real character. P.

There are many subjects on which I should like to draw him out (induce him to

speak his mind freely).

—

Haliburton.
He recollected that Miss Nugent had told him that this young lady had no common

character ; and neglecting his move at chess, he looked up at Miss Nugent, as much
as to say, " Draw her out, pray."

—

Maria Edoeworth.

To draio the wool over—to hoodwink ; to deceive. C.

Sir Henry was the fortunate possessor of what Pat was pleased to call " a nasty,

glittering eye," and over that eye Pat doubted his ability to draw the wool as he

had done over Celtic orbs.—C. Reade.
Exp.—VaX doubted his ability to deceive Sir Henry as he had deceived his Irish

friends.

A drawn game—a game in which neither party wins. P.

If we make a drawn game of it, every British heart must tremble. —Addison.

To draw it mild— (re) to refrain from exaggeration. F.

But what I mean,
Fortification—haw 1—in Indian ink.

That sort of thing ; and though I draw it mild.

Yet that—haw! haw !—that may be called n\y forte.—G. J. Cayxey.

(6) to refrain from excess ; to be moderate. F.

" I say," interposed John Browdie, nettled by these accumulated attacks on his

wife, " dra' it mild, dra' it mild."

—

Dickens.

Dree.—To dree one's weird—to submit to one's fate. Scotch.

Nevertheless, French must dree his weird as a brave man should ; and ha\'inB

drawn his lot from the liands of fate, he must obey the mandate written on the card.

—Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.
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Dress,—The dress circle—that part of a place of entertainment which is

set apart for the upper classes who come in evening dress. P.

Drive.—To drive at aiiythiiuj— to speak with a certain end in view. F.

" Wlmt are you driving at?" (what is your intention in speaking as you do) he

went on. " I show you a bit of my liand (a i)art of my sclicmc), and you begin talk-

ing round and round" (ambiguously).—Besant.

Drop.— To drop in—to pay an informal visit. C.

If he could drop in (visit us in a friendly way) on Sunday week, he might go home
the wiser.

—

Blackmore.

To drop off—(a) to fall asleep. F.

Every time I dropped off (fell asleep) for a moment, a new noise awoke me.

—

Mark
Twain.

(h) to leave (in a quiet way) ; to disappear. C.

The matrons dropped off one by one, with the exception of six or eight particular

friends, who had determined to stop all night.

—

Dickens.

A drop ill the bucket—a contribution scarcely worth mentioning. P.

The lack of good water was severely felt, but this was only a mere drop in the

bucket (very small part) of their misfortunes.

To take a drop too much—to get intoxicated. F.

He used often to take a drop too much (be the worse for liquor).

Drown.—To droion the miller—to mix water and spirits in so unequal

proportions as to make the concoction unpalatable (from too much
water). F.

Drowning.—Drouming men catch at straw.i. When a man is in a des-

perate situation he seeks to save himself by every possible means,

even when those which offer are ridiculously inadequate. P.

Either because drowning men will catch at straws, or because he had really mis-

placed confidence in my abilities, this assurance seemed to comfort him a great deal.

—W. E. NORRIS.

Drug.—A drug in the market—an unsaleable commodity. P.

Watch-guards and toasting-forks were alike at a discount, and sponges were a

drug in the market (found no one to buy them).—Dickens.

Dry.—A stirring of the dry hones—a revival of life where all seems dead.

P. Biblical. See Ezek. xxxvii. 1-10.

Every nation, when first it feels the stir and touch of a new life, will commit follies

and excesses: when that new life is felt in the body of literature and art, the follies

and excesses will bo greater—not, of course, of such national greatness, but greater

comparatively—than when the dry bones of politics are stirred.

—

Temple Bar, 1887.

Duck.—To make ducks and drakes of a property—to spend it foolishly.

C. Making ducks and drakes is a game played with a flat piece of

stone or metal, wliicli, wlicn flung witli its l)road surface almost parallel

7
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to smooth water, skips up and down like a bird. It would be foolish

to use coins for such a purpose.

A fine thing for her, that was a poor girl without a farthing to her fortune. It's

well if she doesn't make ducks and drakes of it (foolishly spend it) somehow.—
George Eliot.

A lame duck—a man who cannot pay his debts on the Stock Exchange. F.

A duck's egg—nothing. S. A phrase used at schools and colleges when

a batsman in a 'cricket-match scores 0.

He got a duck's egg (no marks) at the last examination.

Dull.—Dull as ditch-water—wholly uninterestmg. F.

What passed through his mind was something like the following :
" Heigho ! O

Lord ! Dull as ditch-water ! This is my only holiday, yet I don't seem to enjoy it."—

S. Warren.

Dumb.—A dumb dog—a person who remains silent when he ought to

speak out and protest. P.

He will be afraid to tell them unpalatable truths. The minister will be a dumb
dog (silent, when he should reprove them).

—

Haxibukton.

The Dumb Ox of Cologne—Thomas Aquinas (1224-1274), so called from

his dreamy and taciturn disposition; known afterwards as the "An-
gelic Doctor " and the '

' Angel of the Schools.

"

Dumps.—In the dumps—sulky ; in a bad temper. F.

Johnnie is in the dumps (sulky), and won't play with the other boys.

Durance.—Durance vile—irksome imprisonment. C. A phrase gener-

ally used playfully. Found in a play of W. Kenrick's (1766). Burke

uses the form vile durance in Thoughts on the Present Discont-ents

(Bartlett's Familiar Q^iotations).

In durance vile here must I wake and weep,

And all my frowzy couch in sorrow steep.

—

Burns.
If he gave them into custody with the railway people he could prove nothing.

They were two to one. They would not hesitate to swear black was white, and they

miglit easily turn the tables upon him, and perhaps succeed in transferring him to

durance vile instead of themselves.—G. J. Whyie-Melville.

Dust.—To throw dust in a man's eyes—to try to lead him astray. P.

All of these knew whether Mr. Jolin was launching thunderbolts (uttering threats)

or throwing dust (trying to deceive), and were well aware that he had quite taken up
with the latter process in the Beckley case.

—

Blackmore.
He cared to say no more ; he had thrown quite dust enough into honest Adam's

eyes (deceived honest Adam quite enough).

—

George Eliot.

To raise a dust—to make a commotion. C.

There was small reason to raise such a dust (cause such a disturbance) out of a few
Indiscreet words.—Hacket.

Dutch.—A Dutch auction—an auction where goods are started ;it an ex-

travagantly high price, and then gradually lowered in price until the
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people show a willingness to buy them. C. A common method of

business among travelling peddlers.

They (the politicians) are always bidding against each other in tlie Dutch auction

by which we are being brought down surely, tliough by a protracted process, to tlie

abolition of eveiy sort of qualification.

—

Goldwin Smith, in Contemporary Bcvicw,

1SS7.

Dutch courarje—courage that results from indulgence in strong drink.

P. Probably the phrase arose from the extensive use of Dutch gin,

kno^vll as Hollands.

AVe cannot easily believe that refractory patients are plied with spirits to give them
Dutch courage and induce them to undergo operations.

—

Spectator, December 17, 1S87.

You shall have some fizz to give you Dutch courage.

—

Besant.

A Dutch concert—a concert or musical gathering at wliich each person

sings his own song, witliout reference to that of his neighbour. F.

A Dutch uncle—a clumsy, uncouth man.

You look like a Dutch uncle since you shaved.

As will be seen from the above instances, the word Dutch is used

somewhat contemptuoi;sly to signify wliat is clumsy, foolisli, or ab-

surd. See Lowell's remarks in his essay On a Certain Condc-scennion

in Foreigners (" My Study Windows," Camelot Classics, pp. 57, 58).

Dutchman.—Then Fm a Dutchman. A phrase used after a supposition

has been made, in order to show its absurdity.

"Tom," said the other doggedly, "if there is as much gold on the ground of New
South Wales as will make me a wedding-ring, I am a Dutchman."—C. Reade.

There's mettle in that lad, and if I can't lick him into shape, I'm a Dutchman.—G.

J. "Whyte-Melville.

E.

—

E. and 0. ^.—errors and omissions excelled. Often added to an

account when presented.

Ear.—To rjive ear—to listen. P.

" Mr. Utterson, sir, asking to see you," he ciUed ; and even as he did so, once

more violently signed to the lawyer to give ear.- -R. L. Stevenson.

About one's ears—in a confused heap ; in a falling mass of rum. C.

You'll have those universities of yours about your ears soon if you don't consent to

take a lesson from Germany.—A. Trollope.

To set hy the ears—to cause a qiiarrel. C.

I little thought when I ran in with Miss Berry's good news tliat it would lin.ve the

effect of setting us all by the ears (causing us all to quarrel).— A. Keary.
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By the ears—quarrelluig. C
Take any two men that are by the ears (quarrelling): they opinionate all they hear

of each other, impute all sorts of unworthy motives, and misconstrue every act.

—

Haliburton.

Little pitchers hare long ears. See Pitcher.

Ease.—At ease in one's inn—thoroughly at home and comfortable. P.

An old-fashioned phrase.

Shall I not take mine ease in mine inn ?—Shakespeare : 1 Henry IV.

On ordinary occasions he was diffident and even awkward in his manners, but here

he was " at ease in his inn," and felt called upon to show his manhood and enact the

experienced traveller.

—

AVashinoton Ieving.

Standing at ease—a military posture, which gives rest to the legs. P.

So the ladies sat in a circle, and the gentlemen stood at ease, tired out before the

close of the evening.

—

Harper's Ma(jar.ine, March ISSS.

Ill at ease—in an unquiet state ; restless. P.

But the general is ill at ease ; he cannot get that infernal anonymous letter out of

his head.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

Ease her—the command given when the engines of a steamer are to be

reduced in speed; generally followed by the order, " Stop her." P.

To ease away a rope—to slacken it gradually. P.

Easy.—Easy come, easy go—what is gained without difficulty is resigned

or spent without much thought. C.

Eat.—To eat one's loorcls—to take back what one has said: to retract

assertions too boldly made. C.

" I will swear by it (my sword) that you love me ; and I will make him eat it that

says I love not you."

"Will you not eat your word?" (repent of what you have said).—Shakespeare.
"That's a first-rate notion, I must say !

" exclaimed Mr. Hobday. " I"m to begin

by eating my words and marrying my daughter to a man whom I said she shouldn't

marry."—W. E. Norris.

To eat for the bar—to prepare oneself to be a barrister. C. Those

studying for entrance to the bar are required to be present at a certain

number of dinners in the Temple or in Gray's Inn.

If you bind him with leading-strings at college, he will break loose while eating for

the bar in London.—A. Trollope.

To eat out one's heart— to suffer intensely from disappointment and

forced inactivity. C.

She withdrew, covered with mortification, to hide her head and eat out her heart

in the privacy of her own uncomfortable hora^.—Gentleman's Ma(jnzine, ISSS.

To eat the air—to be deluded with hopes. P.

I eat the air (am dolndcd with false liopes) ]ircni:s~-crammcd.—Siiakesi-f.are.
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Echo.—To the echo—vehemently ; enthusiastically. P.

Wlien our philosophical Liberal friends say that by universal suffrage, public

meetings, Church disestablishment, marrying one's deceased wife's sister, secular

schools, industrial development, man can very well live ; and that if he studies the

writings, s,iy, of ^Ir. Herbert Spencer into tlie bargain, he will be perfect.. . .the

masses, far from checking them, are disposed to applaud them to the echo.—M.
Arnold.

Edge.— To play u-i(h edge-tools—to sport with what is dangerous. P.

You jest; ill jesting with edge-tools (on dangerous subjects).

—

Tennvson.

To set the teeth on edge—to cause unpleasant sensations. P.

I had rather hear a brazen canstick turned,

Or a dry wheel grate on the axle-tree

;

And that would set my teeth nothing on edge,

Nothing so much as mincing poetry.

—

Shakespeare.

Eel.— To get lined to anything, like an eel to skinning. A sarcastic

phrase, used of any painful experience which is repeated. C.

It ain't always pleasant to turn out for morning chapel, is it. Gig-lamps? But
it's just like the eels with their skinning—it goes against the grain at first, but you
soon get used to it.

—

Verdant Green, ch. vii.

Effect.—I>i effect—resXly ; actually. P.

To say of a celebrated piece that there are faults in it is, in effect (really), to say

that the author of it is a man.

—

Addison.

To take effect—to operate ; to act as intended. P.

The medicine took effect, and the patient fell into a sound sleep.

Egg.— To egg on—to urge ; to incite. P.

She would then be in a better position to judge how far it was the girl's own doing,

and how far she had been egged on to it by others.

—

Murray's Magazine, 1S87.

As sure as eggs is e^j/.s—certainly ; assuredly. S. Perhaps a corruption

of "as sure as x is x "—a dictum in logic.

And the bishop said, "Sure as eggs is eggs, this here is the bold Turpin."^
Dickens.

To have all one\'i eggs in one basket—to risk all one's goods in the same

venttire ; to have everytliing dependent on the security of one par-

ticular thing or one particular undertaking. C.

I know your happiness depends on her. All your eggs are in that one basket.—

C. Reade.

A had egg—a worthless fellow. S.

The parson's eldest son is a bad egg (worthless fellow).

El Dorado.—An El Dorado—a golden land ; a country full of gold and

gems. P. The expression is a Spanish one, and is generally associated

with the discoveries Spanish adventurers made in the fifteenth and

sixteenth centtifies.

The whole comedy is a sort of El Dorado of wit.—T. MooRE.
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These public readings have proved an El Dorado (a mine of wealth) to the novelist,

and form a new feature in the modern literary life.

—

Chambers's Cyclajxcdia of Etigllsli

Literature.
" Why, the dollars come in by handfuls, and silk's as cheap as calico."

How could woman resist such an El Dorado?—G. J. Whvte-Melville.

Elbow.—Elhoio-rjrease—hard scrubbing ; hard work. F.

" Not at aU, Mrs. Broughton ; success depends on elbow-grease."

"On what, Conway?"
" On elbow-grease—hard work, that is ; and I must work hard now if I mean to

take advantage of to-day's sitting."—A. Teollope.

Elbow-room—room in which to move easily ; sufficient sijace. F.

"You will have elbow-room out here, eh?" said he. "You will not crowd your

neighbours off the pavement."—Wsi. Black.
Whatever the result of the convulsion whose first shocks were beginning to be felt,

there would still be enough square miles of earth for elbow-room.—J. E. Lowell.

Out at elbows—shabbily dressed ; wearing ragged clothes. C.

When a man's getting out at elbows (dress becomes shabby) nobody will believe in

him.—George Eliot.

Elephant.—To have seen the elephant—to be acquainted Avith all the

latest movements ; to be knowing. S.

He is quite well able to take care of himself ; he has seen the elephant (is a crafty

fellow).

Elevation.—The elevation of the Host—the part of the Mass in which

the celebrant raises the consecrated wafer above his head to be adored

by the peojDle (Roman Catholic Churcli).

Eleventh.—At the eleventh hour—just in time and no more. P. See

the parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard, Matt. xx. 1.

Sir, have you no shame to come here at the eleventh hour among those who have

borne the heat and burden of the day ?—E. L. Stevenson.

Emharras.—Embarras de richesse—excess of material ; the perplexity

which arises from the difficulty of choice among very many things. P.

French.

"I wonder if anybody ever had half so much to say before in a letter as I have

to write to Jack," speculated Miss Gray, leaning forward on her crossed arms, and
not knowing where to begin from sheer embarras de ricliesse.—Sarah Tytler.

En.

—

Ell rapport—m sympathetic connection. C. French.

Your primary object is, by organizing your brotherhood and putting it ai rapport

with the leaders of education in this country, to secure for it increased respect

—

Journal of Education, ISSS.

En gar^on—as a bachelor ; in bachelor's style. C. French.

George came to dinner—a repast en garjon—with Captain Crawley.—Tuackekay.

En masse—in a body. P. Frencli.

They therefore turned to the bourgeoisie en masse (in a body).—..Vad'yiiaJ Reviiw.
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Ell route—in the course of the journey. C. Frencli.

The Deepdak, en route from Japan for Australia and New Zealand ports, was char-

tered to load part cargo of coals for Hongkong at 1 dollar 50 cents per ton.

—

Japan
Mail, 1SS7.

Moreover, he had no intention of paying en route (until the close).

—

Mrs. E. Lynn
Linton.

End.—On end—in succession ; without a break. C.

Peasants who have begun to save constantly continue the way of living we have
described for years on end.

—

Spectator, 1SS7.

To make both end.^ meet—to make one's income cover one's expenditure

;

to keep out of debt. P.

Even Mr. Whichelo, the head clerk, whose children were often ailing, and who
had a good deal of trouble to make both ends meet (keep out of debt with his small

income) smiled benign upon Kate.

—

Mrs. Oliphant.

Xo end of afeJlow—a very fine fellow. S.

Keats was no end of a fellow (a grand man).

—

Besjant.

Enough.—Enough and enough—more than enough. P.

The play has wit enough and enough.

—

Madame D'Arblay.

Enough is as good as a feast—what is sufficient serves the purpose as well

as if there were an excess. C.

The Koh-i-noor had got enough, which iu most cases is more than as good as a

feast.—0. W. Holmes.

Entre.—Entre nous—" between ourselves. " Used when a confidential

statement is made. P. French.

Entre nous, I protest I like my Lady Blarney vastly ; so very obliging. However,

Miss Carolina Wilhelmina Amelia Skeggs has my warm heart.

—

Goldsmith.

Ec[Ual. —Equal to the occasion—not perplexed ; able to act. P.

The " Raven," however, is more than equal to the occa,sion.—Edinburrjh Review,

1887.

Esprit.—Esprit de corps—the desire to defend the institution or company
to which one belongs. P. French.

But when her attention was arrested, as in the present case, her esprit de corps and
her friendship were alike up in arms.

—

Sarah Tytler.

Et.—Et hoc gcmis omne—and everything of the sort; and all similar

Ijeings or things. C. Latm.

And with these forlorn creatures must be taken into account others—older, but in

this respect equally forlorn—the whole race of shop-girls, errand-boys, young maidens,

i-t hoc genius omne.—Edinburgh Reviev), 1SS7.

Event.—At all events—whatever happens; in any case. P.

At all events (in any case), Constance, you will go on to prove it by your original

papers when you publish your researches.

—

Besant.

Ever.—Ever and anon—frequently ; from time to time. P.

Ever and anon a pamphlet issued from the pen of Burke.—Henrv Morlev.
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Every.—Every hit—quite ; altogether. C.

The copy is every bit (quite) as good as the original.

Every now and then—frequently ; after the lapse of short intervals. C.

Every now and then a countryman would burst into tears.

—

Thackeray.

Evidence.—In evidence—actually present ; before the proper authori-

ties. P.

He persuaded himself that to get a lucrative appointment from his friends he
(Moore) must keep himself in evidence.

—

Encijchpccdia Britaiuiica, Nintli Edition.

The sister whose presence she had relied on was not in evidence.

—

Blackwood's

Magazine.

Evil.—The evil eye—malign influence (supposed to exist in the glance of

certain persons). P.

Evelyn liimself informs us how Sir Stephen contrived to escape the evil eye (bad

influence) which ordinarily pursues a self-made man.^TBEVELYAN.

Ewe.—A ewe lamh—a single possession very much prized by its pos-

sessor. See the parable of the Ewe Lamb told by Nathan to King
David (2 Sam. xii. 1-14).

To be sure, there had been black sheep here and there—a Covenanter to shame his

royal kinsmen; a ruffian in the dislocated times of the Second James, who had
flouted the law, defied God and the devil alike, devoured of his flock such ewe Iambs
as pleased his fancy.

—

Mbs. E. Lynn Linton.

Ex.

—

Ex "pede Herculem—we recognize Hercules from the size of his

foot ; that is, we jiidge of the whole by a typical part. P. Latin.

Ex pede Herculem may often prove safe enough, but ex verruca TuUium (to recog-

nize Cicero from the wart on his nose) is liable to mislead a hasty judge of his fellow-

men.—O. W. Holmes.

Ex officio—by virtue of one's office. P. Latin.

All over the Continent the ministers of the crown or of the republic sit ex officio

in either house from the day they are appointed.

—

Spectator, 1SS7.

Ex parte—biassed ; one-sided
;
partial. P. Latin.

Or perhaps I ought to have suppressed the note altogether on the ground that it

was a mere ex paHe statement.

—

Professor Huxley.

Ex calhedrd—made with authority ; dogmatic. P. Latin.

So it has happened, not rarely, that criticism has flagrantly blundered and made
itself ridiculous in its ex cathedrd decisions on the merits of poetry and poets.

—

Kay
Palmer.

Ex post facto—after the deed is done. P. Latin. An ex post facto

law is a law made to i^uni.sh deeds already committed.

There were libels, no doubt, and prophecies, and rumours, and suspicions, strango

grounds for a law inflicting capital penalties ex post facto (of a retrospective nature),

on a large body of men.

—

Macaulay.

Exception.—To take exception—to be ofifended. P.

Her manner was so perfectly respectful that I could not tak:; e.xception to (find

fault with) this retort.—Farjeon.
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Execution.—To do execution—to be efifective; to secure victims; to win
conquests. C. Generally used of a lady's eyes, wliioh are supposed to

capture a man's heart.

Sophia's features were not so striking at first, but often did more certain execution.

—Goldsmith.
Slie is a stout, sturdy girl of two-andtwenty, with a face beaming ^^^th good nature

and marked dreadfully by small-pox, and a pair of black eyes which miglit have done
some execution had they been placed in a smoother face.

—

Tii.\ckekay.

Exeter.—Exeter Hall—the place iii London where religious gatherings

take place ; the religious community.

Thither (to Africa) Manchester turns her longing eye, thither the heart of Exeter
Hall is yearning.—Gr.*nt Allen, in Contemporary licvieiv, ISSS.

Exeunt.—Exeunt omnes—all go out (at the end of a scene). P. Latin.

Expense.—-4< another's expense—with a view to depreciate the per-

son. P.

These satirical observations were made simply at Prince Albert's expense (solely

with the view of depreciating Prince Albert), and were not intended to reflect upon
the Queen or the Royal 'Fs^mily.—Fortnightly Review, 1SS7.

Experimentum.—Experimenttim crucis—the critical test. P. Latin.

" Boiled just three hours longer than the other," he said ;
" six hours in all. This

is the experiTnentum crucis."—O. W. Holmes.

Experto.—Experto crecZe—believe one who has gone through the ex-

perience. C. Latin.

" Well, if he wags his tail, you know it is all right; but say he puts his tail between
his legs, what will he do if you pat him ?

"

" Bite me, experts crede."—C. Keade.

Eye.—To make eyes at—to gaze upon amorou.sly ; to look at in a lovmg
-way. C.

On the other hand, he had a word or two of serious warning to say about Miss
Sparks. "It is all very well," he vrrote, "to laugh at the young lady who makes
eyes at you, but jokes of that kind sometimes turn out to be no laughing matter."

—

Good Words, 1SS7.

The eye of the Baltic—Gothland, or Gottland, an island m the Baltic. P.

The eye of Greece—Athens. P. A name applied to it l)y Milton

—

Paradise Regained, hk. ic, I. 2JfO

:

—
Athens, the eye of Greece, mother of arts.

To have a good eye to anything—to look M'ell after it ; to be quick in

recognizmg. C.

I remember her, however, as a sensible woman, and, having a good eye to the
main chance (being careful of money), she had been a capital wife to William.

—

Hugh Conway.

To see n-ith Tialf an eye—to see with great ease. F.
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To cast sheeji's eyes at—to gaze at in a modest and diffident but longing

way, like a basliful lover. C.

There came a wealthy stock-broker who cast sheep's eyes at Helena.

—

Tlic Mistletoe

Bough, 1SS5.

The knight acknowledged that he had long been casting a sheep's eye at a little

snug place.

—

Mawa Edgeworth.

UjJ to the eyes—completely ; fully. C.

A neighbour's estate, mortgaged up to the eyes, was sold under the hammer (mort-

gaged to its full value, was sold by auction).—C. Eeade.

Ill the loincVs eye—directly opposed to the wind. C.

Proper scared they were to see a vessel, without sails or oars, going right straight

ahead, nine knots an hour, in the very wind's eye (right against the wind).—Hali-
BUBTON.

My eye !—an exclamation of astonisliment. S.

Down comes Mr. Yates, and there was the elephant standing across Maiden Lane
—all traffic interrupted except what could pass under her belly. And such a crowd
—my eye !—C. Eeade.

To see eye to eye—to have the same opinions on any subject. C. A
phrase mostly used in religious circles.

Until we can see eye to eye (have the same views) on this question of Church
government, it is better that we should worship apart.

Face.—A long face—a sad or mournful countenance. C
Everybody was punctual, everybody in their best looks ; not a tear, and hardly a

long face (melancholy countenance) to be seen.

To set one'sface against—to oppose with determination. P.

The old man set his face against (sternly opposed) the marriage from the very be-

ginning.

To make faces—to contort the countenance. P.

One of the pupils, a mischievous little fellow, was making faces (contorting his

countenance) at the master from a back seat.

7'o put a good face—to bear up courageously ; to show no signs of llincli-

ing. C.

In a word, Mrs. Bute put a good face against fortune, and kept up appearances in

the most virtuous manner.

—

Thackeray.

Face to face—in immediate presence of each other.

She sent for Bla' che to accuse her face to face (in her presence). —Tesnvson.
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To fare a thing out—to refuse to retire througli shame or for fear of

oblocjuy. P.

She thinks with oaths to face the matter out.—Shakespeare.
£x;).—She thinks that she will be able to maintain her innocence in the matter

by taking grave oaths.

To put a hold fcwe upon—to act boldly, as if there was nothing to be

aslianied of. P.

Dundas had little, or rather nothing to say in defence of his own consistency ; but
he put a bold face on the matter, and opposed the motion.

—

Macaulay.

Facile.—FacUa princeps—an easy victor ; admittedly first. P. Latin.

Tlie special line that Sir W. Harcourt has undertaken is political tergiversation,

and in that he is facile princei/s, and has left all competitors behind. — Lord
Salisbury, 1SS7.

Facings.—To put one through one'sfacings—to examine ; to insiiect. C.

The Greek books were again had out, and Grace, not at all unwillingly, was put

through her facings.—A. Trollope.

Fag.— The fag end—tlie closing piece of any work, where the interest

flags. P.

The subject (of sympathy shown to convicted criminals) is fuU of interest as a

problem in national psychology ; but involving, as it does, the whole sphere of

criminal procedure in Italy, is too large to be dealt with at the fag end of an article.

—Times, 1SS7.

Fair.—Fair game—open to attack ; deserving of banter or criticism. C.

Bourrienne is fair game, but the whole of his statements are not worthless.—
Spectator, Feb. IS, 1S88.

Fair and square—honest ; just. C.

His conduct all through the transaction has been fair and square (honourable).

To be on the fair icay or fair road to anything—to have every cliance of

attaining anything. C.

The merchant gained largely over the late demand for silk, and is now on the fair

way (almost certain) to make a fortune.

To hid fair—to promise well. P.

The lad bids fair to rival (gives promise of rivalling) his elder brother in

scholarship.

Fair play—courteous and just treatment of competitors or enemies. P.

I did that to get clear of the crowd, so that I might have fair play at him (struggle

with him on equal terms).

—

Haliburton.
A wide career of unequalled security, with emoluments undoubtedly liberal for the

average of good service, and with the moral certainty of fair play in promotion, has

been opened up to character and talent throughout the land without distinction of

class.—W. E. Gladstone.

Fair and softly goes far in a day—courtesy and moderation enable a

man to effect ar great deal. C. An Irisli proverb.

"slow and sure," said his friends, "fair and softly goes far in a day. What he

has, he'll hohl fast ; that's more than Marvel ever did."—Maria Edoeworth.
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Faith.—In good faith—without treachery ; honourably.

There was no doubt in any one's mind that Allen's father had acted in good faith

(honestly).—Besant.

Fall.—To fall away—to degenerate. P.

The temptations of the lower-fourth soon proved too strong for him, and he rapidly
fell away.

—

Hughes.

To fall away from—to abandon ; to desert. P.

" We shall beat him yet," said Hawes, assuming a firmness he did not feel, lest this

man should fall away from him, and perhaps bear witness against him.—C. Reade.

Tofallfled—^to cause no amusement or interest. C.

It (the paper read by Warren Hastings) fell flat, as the best written defence must
have fallen flat on an assembly accustomed to the animated and strenuous conflicts

of Pitt and Fox.

—

Macaulay.
Her remark fell flat—every one knows the effect of the reproduction of a worn-out

jest—and had a sobering effect upon the little company.

—

James Payn.

To fall foul of—to collide with ; to dash against ; to unwittingly attack
;

to quarrel with. P.

In their sallies their men might fall foul of (attack) each other.

—

Clarendox.
He had not been seated at table five minutes before he had managed to fall foul of

everybody within reach.

—

Good Words, 1SS7.

''^£ofaU in— {a) to take one's place in the ranks. P. A military phrase.

Ere CharUe had finished his ration, dark though it was, the men had fallen in.—
G. J. Whyte-Melville.

(6) to become the property of a i^erson after the lapse of a certain

time. P.

And then the inheritance fell in.

—

Besant.
At his lordship's death in the Spanish campaign, in the year ISll, his estate fell in

to the family of the TiptofTs.

—

Thackeray.

To fall in with—to meet with ; to come across. P.

"Did you ever fall in with any Yankees?"
"One or two, sir."—C. Eeade.

To fall off—(a) to diminish ; to lose ground ; to deteriorate. P.

One regrets to note that after her engagement to Tom there came a sad falling off

in her thirst for knowledge.

—

Besant.
" You have improved so upon the old days," said the archdeacon.
" I hope we have not fallen off," said the bishop with a smile.—A. TnoLLOPE.

{b) to become less attractiv^e ; to be less pretty. C.

She did not know how mucli her beauty had grown since Valentine found out and
provided for her an infallible remedy against the dreadful disease known to girls as
" falling off."

—

Besant.

To fall out—(a) to quarrel. P.

I did upbraid her and fall out with her.—Shakespeare.
She understood that he was a man of rank who had fallen out with his relatives,

wlio held no communication with him ; but how the estrangement had taken i)laco

she d;d not understand.—James Payn.
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(6) to happen. P.

If all things fall out (happen) right,

I shall as famous bo by this exploit

As Scythian Thouiyris by Cyrus' death.—SnAKEsrEAUE.
And it fell out with me, as it falls out with so vast a majority of my fellows, that I

chose the better part.—R. L. Stevenson.

To fall through—to be abandoned (of a scheme). P.

These arrangements would fall through, and it was easy to know what would
follow.—Fkoude.

To /all fo—to commence with energy (generally said of eating). C.

"The Bells do, father," laughed Meg, as she set the basin and a knife and fork

before him. " Well ?

"

"Seem to, my pet," said Trotty, falling to with great vigour.

—

Dickens.

To fall to the ground—(a) to fail from lack of support ; to be abandoned

(of some proposition). P.

You had better let them know that Sir Abraham is of opinion that there is no case

at any rate against Mr. Harding, and that as the action is worded at present it must
fall to the ground.—A. Trollope.

(h) to liave no practical effect.

Tliese were your words, sir ; they did not fall to the ground.—C. Eeade.
If we were trying to hold Egypt against France, the whole of these calculations fall

to the ground.

—

Fortnightly Rf.view, 1SS7.

To fall short—to be deficient. P.

Her place had been supplied by an excellent woman, who had fallen little short of

(nearly equalled) a mother in affection.

—

Jane Austen.

To fall in love with—to become enamoured of. P.

On our first acquaintance I clearly saw that he was not di.sposed to pay court to my
fortune, and I had also then coolness of judgment sufficient to perceive that it was
not probable he should fall in love with my person.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

To try a fall—to engage in a wrestling match. P.

You shall try but one fall (engage only once In a wrestle with each other).

—

Shakespeare.

Tofall ttpon one'sfeet—to escape injury ; to be fortunate. C. The meta-

phor is borrowed from the natural fact that a cat, when thrown from

a height, alights on its feet, and thus escapes any serious hurt.

As usual, I observe that you have fallen upon your feet.

—

Macmillan's Magazine,

1887.

Family,—A person offamily—a w'ell-born person. P.

And Mr. Irwine's sisters, as any person of family (lady or gentleman) within ten

mUes of Broxon could have testified, were such stupid, uninteresting women.

—

George Eliot.

Fancy.—Fancy free—with the affections not engaged. P.

In maiden meditation, fancy free.

—

Shakespeare.
Had she dared to say so, she might have hinted very prettily that with him the

sunshine would return to Norfolk Street ; but she was no longer fancy free (she was

now devoted to a lover).

—

James Payn.
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The fancy—sporting characters
;
prize-fighters ; dog-fanciers. S.

The patrons of the fancy (prize-fighting) are proud of their champion's condition.

—George Eliot.

Far.—Fm- gone—deeply afiiected by some strong influence, such as

disease, drmk, or love. C.

He felt a void in his heart that quite startled him. He had no idea he was so far

gone (in love).—G. J. Whyte-Melvillk.
It was a fortunate circumstance for Miss Fanny Squeers that when her worthy

papa returned home on the night of the small tea-party, he was what the initiated

term too far gone (too drunk) to observe the numerous tokens of extreme vexation

of spirit which were clearly visible in her countenance.

—

Dickens.

A far cry—a long distance. P. A phrase borrowed from the well-

known saying, "It is a far cry to Lochawe."

It is a far cry from Paris to Kairwan.

—

Fortnightly Review, 18S7.

It is a far cry from Portugal to Boliemia.

—

Contemporary Review, 1SS7.

Far and away—completely ; beyond comparison. P.

Public opinion is not altogether wrong in crediting the Jews with an amount of

wealth larger by a good deal than is their due, and, what is perhaps more to the

point, a proportion of rich families far and away beyond anything that is found

among Gentiles.

—

Spectator, 18S7.

Far niente—do nothing ; idleness. An Italian phrase. See Dolce far

NIENTE.

The/ar niente of her Italian life had entered into her very soul.—A. Trollope.

Farfrom it—not at all ; by no means. P.

" Mr. Dickson, you say, is not, strictly speaking, handsome?"
"Handsome! Oh no; far from it (anything but that)—certainly plain."—Jane

AUSTE>f.

Farthest.—At farthest; at the farthest—making the largest possible

allowance of time. P.

Parliament will certainly rise the first week in April at farthest (not later than the

first week in April).

—

Chesterfield.

Fashion.—After a fashion—to a certain degree ; in a certain nominal

way (generally said disparagingly). P.

He knows French after a fashion (has a certain knowledge of French ; not a

thorough knowledge).

Fast.—To j^Iay fast and loose or at fast and loose—to act in a way in-

consistent with one's promises or engagements ; to beliave with incon-

stancy ; to show no consideration for. P.

And shall these hands, so lately purged of blood,

Play fast and loose with (disregard) faith?—Shakespeare.

I hoped you had more pride than to let him play fast and loose with you in this

manner.

—

Flore n'ce Marrvat.
"It's a shame, by heavens!" said George, "to play at fast and loose with a

young girl's affections."—Thackeray.
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Fat.—To live on the fat of the land—to have every luxury. P.

It is well known that the family of the Slopes never starve : they always fall on

their feet like cats ; and let them fall where they will, they live on the fat of the

land.—A. Trollope.

The fat is in the fire—there is a great splutter and confusion. F.

He's a credit to your nation, that man. He's actually the first pot-hook on the

crane ; the whole weight is on him : if it weren't for him the fat would be in the fire

in no time (things would very quickly be in confusion).

—

Haxiburton.

To kill the fatted calf—to prepare the best food in the house for an ex-

pected guest. P. The phrase is used in the parable of the Prodigal

Sou (Luke XV.).

To be sure, he does not live on husks (penuriously), nor has he yet returned to ask

for the fatted calf (a warm reception), and from all they can hear he lives in a good
house.

—

Besant.

Father.—The Father of Waters—the river Xile. P.

Easselas was the fourth son of the mighty emperor in whose dominions the Father
of AVaters begins his course.

—

S.\muel Johnson.

To father anythiuf/ on a jierson—to ascribe its origin to him. P.

Of the poor pagan poets, it must be confessed

That time, and transcribing, and critical note.

Have fathered much on them which they never wrote.

—

Byron.

Fault.— To a fault—even more tlian is rec^uired ; to excess. P.

The golden youth is generous to a fault.

—

Wji. Black.
He was kind to a fault.—Thoma.s Hardy.

At fault—puzzled; in a difficulty how to proceed. P. Said of a dog

when it has missed the scent.

And then the two set about foraging for tea, in which operation the master was
much at fault (puzzled how to proceed).

—

Hcghes.

In fault—to blame ; erring. P.

Is Antony or we in fault (to blame) for this ?—Sh.\kespeare.

To find faidt with—to blame ; to be displeased with. P.

We'd find no fault with (not blame) the tithe-woman, if I were the parson.

—

Shakespeare.

Faux.—A faux pas—a false step ; a breach of moral conduct. C.

French.

Then it was he committed a, faux pas.—C. Reade.

Feast.—Feast of reason and flow of soid—mtellectual intercourse where

tlie conversation reaches a high point of excellence. P.

There St. John (pronounce Sinjun) mingles with my friendly bowl.

The feast of reason and the flow of soul.

—

Pope.
The guest now escaped the pomp of grand entertainments, was allowed to enjoy

ease and conversation, and to taste some of that feast of reason and that flow of soul

so often talked of and so seldom enjoyed.

—

Mari.\ Edgewijrtii.
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Feather.—To feathtr one's nest—to provide for one's own personal com-

fort and interests ; to lay by money for oneself. C.

You have forgot this, have you, now you have feathered your nest ': (since you have
made a sufficient provision for yourself).^C'ox(iREVE.

Mr. Felspar, too, seems, by all accounts, to have feathered his own nest, which,
from what I have heard of him from Mrs. Jennynge—he behaved most graspingly

about a picture—I am not the least surprised at.

—

James Patn.

A feather in one's cap—an honour. P.

The fellow's very carelessness about these charges (accusations) was, in Margaret's

eyes, a featlier in his cap (something to be proud of), and proved, for one thing, their

absolute want of foundation.

—

James Payn.

In fullfeather—in elaborate costume. C.

Annabella was at the ball in full feather (elaborately dressed).

In high feather—in high spirits ; exultant. C.

Martin leads the way in high feather ; it is quite a new sensation to him getting

companions.—Hug b es.

To shoio or fly the white feather—to betray signs of fear ; to be a

coward. C.

My blood ran a little cold at that, but I finished my liquor. It was no use flying a
white feather (showing signs of fear); so say I (I said), "Here's to the Corsair's

bride."—C. Eeade.

Fee.—Fee-faw-fum. See Fie-foh-fum.

This is very good and original. The "boiling "is in the first fee-faw-fum style,

and the old allusion to the "old champion in the black cap" has the real Ogresque
humour.

—

Thackerav.

Fell.—Dr. Fell—a character mentioned in a verse of Tom Bro^-n's

(1663-1704), and often referred to in literature. When a person is

disliked, but no specific reason can be assigned for this dislike, it is

usual to quote the lines

—

I do not love thee, Dr. Fell,

Tlie reason why I cannot tell

;

But this alone I know full well,

I do not love thee. Dr. Fell.

Can it be the story of old Dr. Fell (an instinctive dislike, impossible to explain) ; or

is it the more radiance of a foul soul that thus transpires througli and transfigures its

clay continent?—E. L. Steven.son.

Fiddle.—To jday first fiddle—to take the lead in anything. F.

Tom had no idea of playing first fiddle (taking tlie lead) in any social orchestra

(friendly gathering).

—

Dickens.

To play second fiddle—to take a subordinate position. F.

She had inherited from her mother an extreme objection to playing, in-any
orchestra whatsoever, the second fiddle (occupying, under any circumstances, a

secondary place).

—

Jame* Payn.

Scotch fiddle—the itch (so called from tlic motion nf the hand in .^ioratcli-

ing). S.
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Fiddle-de-dee—an exclamation of impatience and contempt. C.

I told him I was discouraged and unliajipy ; his daughter's heart seemed above my
reach.

"Fiddle-de-dee!" (away with such talk), said he. "It all comes of this new
system—courting young ladies before marriage spoils them."

—

Reade.

Fiddler.—Fiddler's Green—a fabled place of happiness and jollity ; the

Happy Land of sailors. F.

Says the parson one day as I cursed a Jew

:

' Now, do you not know that is a sin ?

Of you sailors I fear there are but a few

That St. Peter to heaven would ever let in."

Says I, " Mr. Parson, to tell you my mind,
Few sailors to knock were ever yet seen ;

Those who travel by land may stper against wind.

But we shape a course for Fiddler's Green."

Song quoted in H. li. Haggard's " Datvn."

Fiddler's neips—news that comes very late. F.

"Have you heard that the Pope is ill?"
—"Oh, that's fiddler's news " (known to

every one).

Fiddlestick.—Fiddlestick or fiddlesticks—an exclamation of impatience ;

nonsense. F.

"A question of fiddlestick!" (mere nonsense), cried the doctor angrily, walking

about the room.—Mrs. Oliphant.

Fie.— Fie-foh-fum—words such as would be uttered by a bloodthirstj'

monster ; blustering talk. F.

Fie, foh, and fum,

I smell the blood of an Englishman.

—

Shakespeake.

Field—To he in the field—to be a competitor for any prize. C.

From the very first, Mitchell perceived that there could be little hope for him so

long as Gilbert Segrave remained in the field (continued to be a competitor).

—

Good
Words, 1887.

To keep or hold the field—to maintain one's ground against all oppo-

nents. P.

There all day long Sir Pelleas kept the field (proved himself victorious against all

competitors).—Tennyson.

To fake the field—to commence warlike operations. P.

Napoleon took the field (began the campaign) with 100,000 picked troops.

Fig.—A fig for any one—an expression of contempt = " What do I care

for him !
" F.

Let it come, i' faith, and I'll jjledge you all ; and a fig for Peter !— Shakespeare.
Yet, whoop, .T.ack ! kiss Gillian the quicker,

Till she bloom like the rose, and a fig for the vicar !—Scott.

Fight.—To >y//< xhy of— to avoid. C.

If you fight shy of him, miss, you may remember this, that you will fight shy of

me at the same time.

—

A. Tkollope.
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To fight for one's own hand—to struggle for one's personal interests. P.

In opposition you will recover vigour and freedom
; you will fight for your own

hand.— r/ie Mistletoe Dough, 1SS5-

Each should fight for his own hand.—Wm. Black.

Figure.—To mal-e ajigure—to distingiiisli oneself. P.

Besides, ho would have been greatly hurt not to be thought well of in the world

;

he always meant to make a figure (distinguish himself), and be thought worthy of the

best seats and the best morsels.—George Eliot.

To fiifure out—to ascertain an amount by careful computation. F.

I have figured out the expenses of the trip, and find it will cost us at least twenty

pounds.

To figure 7ip—to add items into a total. F.

To cut a figure—to make a grand appearance. C.

He ruined his mother that he might cut a figure (appear splendid) at the univer-

sity.

—

Thackeray.

Fin.— 7^0 tip another your fin—to shake hands with him. S.

Come, old fellow, tip us your fin (shake hands with me).

Find.—To find oneself—to provide for oneself ; to buy provisions foi

oneself. F. Said of a servant or employe.

Otherwise he "found" himself in childish fashion out of the six or seven weekly

shillings.—F. Marzials, in Life of Dickens.

To find it in one's heart—to persuade oneself. P.

I could not find it in my heart (persuade myself) to dismiss the old man, who had

been about the house so long.

Fine.—In fine—in conclusion ; to sum up. P.

In fine, Eob was despatched for a coach, the visitors keeping shop meanwhile.—

Dickens.

Finger.—To have a finger in the pie—to be mixed up in any affair. C.

But then they dearly loved having a finger in the pie parochial.

—

Hugh Coxway.
Instead of every man airing his self-consequence, thinking it bliss to talk at ran-

dom about things, and to put his finger in every pie (interfere in every affair), you

should seriously understand that there is a right way of doing things.—IM. Arnold.

To have at one's fingers' ends—to be able to repeat or use without any

trouble (generally of something committed to memory). C.

He was the boy to talk (very clever at talking) to the public : soft sawder—dignified
reproach—friendly intercourse,—he had them all at his fingers' ends.—C. Reape.
He had Greek at his fingers' ends.—A, Trolloi"e.

To arrive at one's fingers' ends—to be reduced to povertj^; to l)e in great

straits. C.

Before he was three months out of his Government post. Brown had. arrived at his

fingers' ends (come to great poverty).

Fire.—Tofire up—to liecome angry ; to sliow indignation. C.

Now a high-minded, honest man would have fired up at this.— B. B. Fakieon.
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First.—First chop—tirst-rate ; of the highest excellence. F. An Anglo-

Chinese expression.

"As for poetiy, I hate poetry."
—"Pen's is not first chop," says "Warrington.

—

Thackeray.

Fish.—Xci/her fi.th, fle-th, nor f/ood red herriiuf—difficult to classify

;

having no pronounced character. C. A phrase used by Tom Brown
and Dryden.

Was he a Tory or a Liberal? or was he neither fish, flesh, nor the other thing?

Neither J!sh norfowl—odd ; difficult to classify. C.

She would be a betwixt-and-between kind of thing, as the cook said, with her nose
in the air—neither fish nor fowl—and very likely a spy and a plague.— jVIr-. E. Lynn
Linton.

A ./f.s7t out of water. Said of a person who is placed in a position which

is strange and distasteful to him. F.

Mr. Dance stood there, as he said, "like a fish out of water."—R. L. Stevenson.

A loonefxh—a man of dissipated habits. F.

Mr. Henry Fielding, a writer of plays and novels then much in vogue, but a sad,

loose fish.—G. A, Sala.

A queerJish—an eccentric person. F.

"And what sort of fellow did you find Crawley, Uncle Tom?"
"Such a queer fish—so unlike anybody else in the world ! "—A. Trollope.

AlFs fsh that comes to his net—he is not very particular or scrupu-

lous. C.

Everything is fish that comes to Mr. Frey's -aei.—Spectator, Feb. 18, 1888.

To make fish of one and flesh of another—to treat two persons in differ-

ent fashions ; to show partiality. F.

I mean to show no favouritism ; all the class will receive the same treatment. I

do not mean to make fish of one and flesh of another.

To fi'thfor compliments—to converse in a way that induces people to pay
compliments to yotx; to lead people to praise you, because they see

you wish to be praised. C.

" But you did, perhaps," she added innocently, fishing for a compliment.—Thomas
Harby. ',

Other fish to fry—other business to attend to. F.

" I never asked you about your spill the otlier night," says she in her loud voice

;

" I had other fish to fry."—Rhoda Broughton.
" My dear girl," he said, " I have no wish to tempt your feet from the paths of

domestic virtue— no wish to harm you. I have finer fish to fry."—H. Conway.

Give your oirn flsh-guts to your own sea-mau:s—give what you have to

spare to those who belong to you, and not to strangers. S.

The contracts should be given to English companies ; let us keep our own fi.<;li-guts

for onr own sea-maws (our good things for our own citizens).
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Fit.—To fit in with—to agree exactly with. P.

Under such temptations careless or ill-educated people, even if they would not

invent circumstances or dates, are extremely apt to twist them so as to fit in with

what they have undertaken to prove.

—

Sj)ectator, Ajn-il lU, 1S8S.

To he fit—to be in good health. S.

" How are you ? "—" Very fit, thank you ; never felt better."

Fits.—By fits and f^farfs—spasmodically ; without steady application. P.

He works by fits and starts (with intervals of idleness), and will not apply himself.

Flag.—The flag at half-maM. This is a sign of mourning, observed

especially l)y vessels in harbour, when any personage dies. P.

" I noticed that the flag on the castle was half-mast high."
" Indeed ! " sighed Ella ;

" then I fear I have some fellow-sufferer " (some one else

has lost a near relative).

—

Jabies Payn.

To hang out the vhiteflag—to show willingness to come to terms, gener-

ally in token of surrender. P.

Bazaine at length resolved to hang out the white flag (intimate to the enemy that

he was willing to surrender).

To hang out the red flag— {a) to intimate danger. P. The red flag

warns of danger.
Whit J is all right,

Eed is all wrong.

Green goes gently bowling along.

Mnemonic Rhyme for Railway Signalmen.

(/') to give signal for battle. P.

The Chesapeake then hung out her red flag (gave the signal for fighting), and was
answered by a broadside from the Shannon.

Flame.—A flame—a sweetheart. F.

A few miles off in the valley, where she never by any chance went, the excursion

trains used to vomit forth, at Easter and in Whitsun week, throngs of the mill

hands of the period, cads and their flames.

—

Ouida.

An old flame—a former sweetheart. C.

I suppose she was an old flame of the colonel's.—Tdackeray.

Flare.—To flare uji—to go into a passion. C.

At this reference to her husband, she flared up (showed her indignation), and
asked the man what he meant.

Flash.—A flash in the pan—an abortive attempt ; a failure of some am-

bitious undertaking. P. The phrase is taken from a flint-lock gun

which, though loaded, fails sometimes to go off when the flint is struck.

The rising at Kilrush was a mere flash in the pan (an abortive attempt).

The flash gentry—thieves; professional rogues. F.

" Nice boys, both," said their father. " They won't turn up their noses as if they
were gentlemen. A pretty kind of flash gentlemen you are !

"

—

Bks.\nt.
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To flash fire—to throw augry or passionate glances ; to make the eyes

glisten with strong emotion. P.

The eyes of the Indian monarch flashed fire, and his dark brow grew darker, as

he replied, " I will be no man's tributary."

—

Pkesuott.

TlsX.—To fa/t flat—to fail to cause interest or amusement. P.

She had a dry, queer humour, and loved a joke ; but Phil's fell very flat (his jokes

were very far from interesting her) this night.

—

Blaukmore.

A flat—a dull-witted ^lerson. .S.

He hasn't got these qualities yet, or he wouldn't have been such a flat to-night as

to let Jack liaggles go in out of his turn.

—

Hughes.

Flea.—A flea-bite—something triflmg ; a thing of no importance. F.

Doubtless to a man of Mr. Aird's fortune such things are but flea-bites.—James
Payn.

A flea in one's ear—an annoying suggestion ; an unwelcome repulse. S.

" I wouldn't do it, if it was ever so ! " exclaimed Mrs. Jennynge, who in this ex-

tremity had utterly discarded her French for the vernacular. " You try it yourself,

and see if lie don't put you down pretty quick, or send you flying with a flea in your

ear" (with a sharp rebuke).

—

Jajies Payn.

Flesh.—Flesh-pots, or the flesh-j)Ots of Egypt—material welfare ; sordid

considerations. P. The reference is to the conduct of the children of

Israel in the desert, many of whom grew weary of the plain food.

See Ex. xvi. 3.

And he was grateful to her father (on account of the dowry) for her, not for him-
seh", with whom the flesh-pots did not count.

—

Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.
I had forgiven her ; I had not felt that it was anything but an escape not to have

married a girl who had it in her to take back her given word and break a fellow's

heart for mere flesh-pots.

—

Henry James, jun.

Flesh ami blood—human nature. P.

Not as I wish to speak disrespectful o' them as have got the power i' their hands,

but it's more than flesh and blood (human nature) 'ul bear sometimes.

—

George
EnoT.

To make the flesh creep—to cause a sensation of dread and horror. P.

"My dear Mr. Aird, you make our flesh creep!" (you horrify us), remonstrated

Mrs. Wallace ; whereupon he desisted.

—

James Payn.

Fling.—To fling from—to leave hastily in ill temper; to quit in dis-

gust. C.

He flung from her and went out of the room.— S. Richardson.

To fling over—to desert ; to cease to assist or patronize. C.

"Of course, the old girl will fling him over," said the physician.

—

Thackeray.

To have a fling at; to indulge in a fling at—to attack sarcastically. C.

I even went so far as to indulge in a fling at (attack surcastically) tho State House,

which, as we all know, is in truth a very imposing structure.

—

Holmes.
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To have one's JiiiKj—to indulge in fun or in dissipation. S.

The time which Tom allowed himself away from his charge was from locking-up

till supper-time. During this hour or hom--and-half he used to take his fling (give

way to unrestrained fun).

—

Huuhe.s.
As for me, all I look forward to is to have my little fling (indulge in a little dissi-

pation), and then to give up the gaieties of Loudon and take a quiet villa and have

a garden.—Besant.

Flint.—To fix another's flint for him—to punish liim. S.

" That is worse still," said I, " because you can't resent it yourself. Leave him to

me, and I'll fix his flint for him " (castigate him).

—

Halibukton.

To skin a flint—to be excessively mean in one's dealings. F.

Flipper.—A tip of the flipper—a shake of the hand. Sailors' slang.

I say, old fellow, give me a tip of your flipper (shake hands with me).

Floor.— To take the floor—to rise to address a public meeting. P.

Mr. Hardcastle then took the floor (rose to speak), and, in a long and able speech,

advocated the cause of bi-metallism.

To have the floor—to have the right of addressing a meeting by rising

before other intending speakers. P.

The chairman ruled that Judge ElUs had the floor (possessed tlie right to speak).

Flotsam.—Flotsam and jetsam—goods lost at sea, and either floating in

the water or cast on shore. P.

But even Germans, like Herr von Hartmann, who set such store by a thorough

knowledge of modern languages—which means to them French and English in the

first place—would not be long in perceiving how much they had lost in throwing

overboard, as so much flotsam and jetsam, the only intelligent clue to the under-

standing of the long and difticult words of English and of French and her sister

tongues of Latin descent.

—

Journal of Education, February ISSS.

Fly.—Fly-away—absurd ; fantastic. F.

It was not easy to put her into a fly-away bonnet now, or to keep the bouuet in ita

place on the back of her poor nodding head when it was got on.

—

Dickens.

Tofly out against or at—to speak in a rash, impulsive manner against. C.

It 'ud ill become a man in a public office to fly out (speak rashly) again' King
George.—Geokge Eliot.

Poor choleric Sir Brian would fly out at his coachman, his butler, or his game-

keeper; would use language to them which, proceeding from any other master, would

have brought about a prompt resignation on the part of the aggrieved servant.

—

Good Words, ltiS7.

To fly in the face o/—to oppose directly and in a reckless fashion. C.

Every evening before we left Paris I saw her, and implored her to trust herself to

n^ and leave Paris as my wife. . . .But, with all tliis, she was firm, and would not fly

in her parents' face.—C. Eeade.

ToflyinthefaceofProddence—to do a deliberately imprudent thing;

to court danger or death. C.

Dr. Cooper had told her that to sleep with the child would be to fly in the face

of Providcnc"; for if any mischief was roally brewing, she would in that case be

certain to suffer from it.

—

James I'avn
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WilhJlijiiKj colours—honourably; tiiuniphautly. P.

But for my part I bave always thought that their both getting their degree at last

with ttyiug colours (in a distinguished way) after three weeks of a famous coach
(private tutor) for fast men, four nights without going to bed, and an incredible con-

sumptiou of wet towels, strong cigars, and brandyand-water, was one of the most
astonishing feats of mental gymnastics I ever heard of.—M. Aknulu.

The Flying Dutchman—the name applied to the express tram running

from London to Exeter on the broad-gauge railway ; so called on

account of its speed. The term originally belonged to a phantom ship,

which was supposed to fly over the waves till the day of judgment.

Then he went on to other superstitions, the Flying Dutchman, etc.—K. H. Dana,
J UN.

To Jly off at the handle—to become excited; to act impulsively. F.

lie was full of crotchets that way, and the sight of the sea, or even a mere flower,

would make him fly right off at the handle.

—

HjV_libukxon.

Fold.— To fold one's hands—to be idle; to do nothing but rest one-

self. C.

To no New Yorker, to no American, would that (the possession of a fortune) seem
a reason for folding his hands.—Nineteenth Centunj, 1SS7.

Follow.

—

To follow suit—to behave in the same manner; to do as the

person before you has done. C. A phrase borrowed from card-playing.

But when the fortunes of Kingscliff began to rise, the fortunes of the gallant

admiral followed suit.

—

Good Words, 1SS7.

Food.—To become foodfor fishts—to be drowned. F.

But he was dead enough, for all that, being both shot and drowned, and was food
for fish in the very place where he had designed my slaughter.—E. L. Stevenson.

" If you'd been of the same kidney as Sawney M'Gillicuddy," he said, speaking of

the poor Scotch lad who had died, " I'd have made you food for fishes long ago."—G.
A. S.\LA.

To be food for worms—to be in one's grave ; to be dead and buried. F.

The certificates are aU genuine : Snawley had another son, he has been married
twice, his first wife Is dead : none but her ghost could tell she didn't write that letter

;

none but Snawley himself can tell that this is not his son, and that his sou is food for

worms.

—

Dickens.

Food for powder—a contemptuous name applied to soldiers. F.

There go the poor conscripts—food for powder (soon to be shot down on the battle-

field).

Fool.—To be a fool for one's pains—to take unnecessary and thankless

trouble. F.

If you propose to take him in and board him for that small sum, you will bo ;ffool

for your pains (trouble yourself needlessly, and receive no thanks).

A fool's paradise—a state of happiness where everything is unreal and

certain to be shattered.

Into a limbo large and broad, since called

The Paradise of Fool.".— Milton, Paradise Lost, bk. iii, I. /,9o.
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I feel a little humiliated, Claire ; but I think I am the better for all these lessons.

See in what a fool's paradise (deceptive state of liappiness) I used to live.—Besant.

To make a fool of—to deceive; to make ridiculous. P.

It was all very well to have IVIr. Slope at her feet, and to show her power by mak-
ing an utter fool of a clergyman.—A, Teollope.

To fool away—to spend on oljjects of little value. C.

Instead of learning your lessons for to-morrow, you have been fooling away (fritter-

ing) your time with the animals.

Foot.

—

To put the bed foot foremost or forward—(a) to walk as rapidly

as possible ; to exert oneself to the utmost. C.

The girl made up her mind to put the best foot foremost (put forth all her powers
of walking), and run through her terrors at such a pace that none of them could lay

hold of her.—R. Blackmoee.

(b) to make the best display possible. C
Linlithgow put her best foot forward (made her best appearance) last Saturday,

when the freedom of that ancient and royal city was presented to the Earl of Rose-

bery.—St. Andrews Citizen, 1SS6.

To put one's foot in it—to make an awkward mistake; to say somethmg
embarrassing. C.

Women have such confounded queer ways. You're sure to put your foot in it it

you intermeddle.

—

Wm. Black.

With one foot in the graved—very feeble ; having but a short time to

live. P.

It is sometimes the fate of a poet to succeed, only when he has one foot in the

grave (has but a short time longer to live).

—

Besani.

Tojmt down one'afoot—to refuse to go further; to be firm in refusing. C.

I remember when the late Sir George Cornwall Lewis wanted to get some statistics

about the religious denominations, your friend Bottles, who is now a millionaire and
a Churchman, was then a Particular Baptist. "No," says Bottles, "liere I put
down my foot (refuse firmly). No Government on earth shall ask me whetlier I am
a Particular Baptist or a Muggletonian."—M. Arnold.

At one's feet—submissive; iu a suppliant attitude. C.

It was all very well to have Mr. Slope at her feet, to show her power by making an
utter fool of a clergyman.—A. Teollope.

The cloven foot—one of the marks of the devil. To display the cloven

foot is to betray an evil purpose. C.

At a subsequent meeting he (Dr. Ritchie) had to answer the charge that his party

were showing the cloven foot (displaying sinister designs). The doctor was attired,

as was liis wont, punctiliously—knee-breeches, silk stockings, and dress shoes. So,

extending his shapely limb, he asked with an air of triumph, " Do you call that a
cloven foot?" Whereupon a mechanic in the gallery shouted out in a gruff voice,
" Tak' aff (take off) the shoe, sir, and we'll see !"-Dk. Outiirie.
But they had not long been man and wife ere Tom began to show the cloven foot.

—

O. J. Whyte-Melville.



Fore 3 [ 121 ] Forelock

To foot it—to dance. C.

Of course they found the master's house locked up and all the servants away in the

close, about this time no doubt footing it away on the grass.

—

Uuuues.

To jnd one^sfoot on another's neclc—to crush or trample upon him. P.

She should tramp the roads as a mendicant. He would put his foot on her neck.

—

Hall Caise.

To fall on one's feet—to meet with unexpected good-luck. C
I had certainly fallen on my feet.

—

Temple Bar, 1S88.

To foot a bill—to pay the expenses incurred. C.

Goa, in the case of final French occupation, might continue its work of propagand-

ism, but the Church would have to look after the work and foot the bills.- H« riser's

Monthly, September 1S87.

Tht first-foot—the person who is the first to cross the threshold of a

house on New-Year's morning. P.

It matters not upon which side of the Border it may be—and northward the

feeling extends far beyond tlie Border—there is a mysterious, an ominous importance

attached to the individual who first crosses the threshold after the clock has struck

twelve at midnight on the 31st of December, or who is the first-foot in a house after

the new year has begun.

—

Wilson's Tales of the Border.

To jmy one's footing—to pay the necessary fees or perquisites on being

admitted to any club or society. P.

When he had paid his footing, the members all wished him good-luck, and drank

his health.

Force.—To force a man's hand—to compel hun to act prematurely, or

to adojit a policy he dislikes. P.

The best guarantee against such a course is the repugnance of the German em-
peror to engage in a new struggle ; but if it were determined on by all but himself,

the emperor's hand might be forced (the emperor might be compelled unwillingly

to declare war).

—

Spectator, 1SS6.

To come into force—(of a law or regulation) to begin to be enforced. P.

The law making paper money no longer legal tender comes into force (is put in

actual operation) next July.

Fore.—To the fore—present ; on the scene. C.

It never did really occur to him that any one would have the wild audacity to run

away with one of his sisters, while he, Mr. Tom Beresford, was to the fore.

—

\Vm.

Black.

Forelock.—To take time or occasion hy the forelock—to avoid delay ; to

be on the alert for every available opportunity. C. Time is repre-

sented as an old man with a single lock of hair on tlie forehead, and

an hour-glass and a scythe in his liaiids.

Time flips here with such a frightful rapidity that I am compelled to seize occa»ion>

by the forelock.

—

Thackekav.
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Forget.—To fonjtt onttself—io be guilty of an uuwurthy act or word;

to lose command of one's tongue or temper. P.

The little gentleman shocked the propriety of the breakfast-table by a loud

utterance of three words, of which the two last were " Webster's Unabridged," and

the first was an emphatic monosyllable (" damn "). " Beg pardon," he added
—
" for-

got myself" (I have said hastily what I should jjot).— Holmes.

Fork.—To fork out—to hand out money; to take from one's pocket. S.

I'll fork out and stump.

—

Dickens.
If I am willing to fork out a sum of money, he may be willing to give up his chance

of Diplow.—Geohue Eliot.

Forlorn,—A forlorn liope—a desperate venture. P.

He had not merely, as the French say, the courage of his opinions ; but his

opinions became principles, and gave him that gallantry of fanaticism which made
him always ready to head a forlorn hope.—J. R. Lowell, on Joiiah Quiiicy.

Form.—III form—in good condition ; able to do oneself credit. C.

" Were you in form, Babs?" asked Mrs. Gaysworthy.

—

Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

Forty,—Forty winks—a short sleep during the day. F.

Then came forty winks ; and afterwards he would play whist for high stakes.

—

Saturday Revieiv, ISSS.

Fours.—To <jo on allfours— (a) to crawl on the hands and feet or on the

hands and knees. P.

He looked up and beheld what he judged, by the voice, to be Mrs. Armytage: her

face was averted from him, and kept close to the cliff, down which she had been
proceeding backward, and on all fours (using hands as well as feet), until fear and
giddiness had checked her progress.

—

James Payn.

——(6) to be exactly apposite. P.

No simile can go on all fours.

—

Macaulay.
Wliat was it Brabantio said to Otliello after the council scene ?

" She has deceived

her father, and may thee." The quotation isn't quite on all fours, but it's near

enough.—F. Anstey.

Fourth.— The fourth estate—the press; newspapers. P.

All these I have had to pass by, and to confine myself to a broad and general de-

scription of the origin of those higher representatives of journalism which we all

have in our minds when we speak of the activity and power of the fourth estate.

—

Charles Pe.4.body, in Eiujlish JournalUm.

The Fottrth of July—the United States' national holiday. P.

We may prove that we are this, and that, and the other—our Fourth of July
orators have proved it time and again—the census has proved it.— J. R. Lowell.

Free.—A free fjht—a fight joined in by a whole crowd; a promiscuous
combat. C.

So many free fights, brave robberies, gallant murders, dauntless kickings.—
Besant.

To make free—to venture ; to be bold enough. C.

riy landlord made free to send up a jug of claret without my asking. —
TUAGKEHAV.
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Freedom.—The freedom of a city—immunity from county jurisdiction,

aucl the privilege of corporate taxation and self-government held

under a cliarter from the crown. The riglit to share in these pri-

vileges is conferred, with the parliamentary franchise or right of

voting, on distiuguished persons whom the city desires to honour. P.

Linlithgow put her best foot forward last Saturday, when the freedom of that

ancient and royal city was presented to the Earl of Rosebery.

—

St. Andrcivs Citizen,

ISSO.

French.— To lake French leave—(a) to go off secretly, without notice or

warning; to elope. C.

The truth is, she had quitted the premises for many hours, and upon that permis-

sion which is called French leave among us.

—

Tuackeray.
But as I was certain I should not be allowed to leave the enclosure, my only plan

was to take French leave, and slip out when nobody was watching. — K. L.

Stevenson.
You must take French leave and run away from Newly and your charming wife

for six months.—Austen Pember.

[h] to enter without invitation ; to do anything without obtaiuiug

pennission. C.

The solicitor, taking French leave, led us across the spacious vestibule to the
library, much to the amazement of the servants.—B. L. Farjeun.

To friijhftn the French—to inspire great terror. F.

The look of you and your armed companions is enough to frighten the French.

Friday.—^^ man Friday—a constant and submissive attendant. P.

See Defoe's Rohiiuion Crusoe.

He flung himself down at little Osborne's feet, and loved him. Even before they

were acquainted, he had admired Osborne iu secret. Now he was his valet, his dog,

his man Friday.—Thackeray.

Friend.—A friend at court—a person with uifluence in a powerful

(quarter. P.

" Kot in that place, p'raps," returned the grinder, with a wink. "I shouldn't

wonder—friends at court, you know—but never you mind, mother, just now; I'm
all right, that's all."—Dickexs.

To befriends ivith—to be on good terms with. C.

" Why were you so glad to be friends with M. Paul?" asks the reader.

—

Clrrer
Bell.

To make friends—to become fi'iendly; to be reconciled after a quar-

rel. C.

This was a stinger (sharp retort) ; and so sudden, his hearers looked rather sheep-

ish at him. It was the policeman who answered :
—

" If you will come to the station, I will undertake to find you that."

Patrick assented, and on the way they made friends (became friendly).—C. Keaj)E.

To befriends—to be on friendly terms. F.

Look here, Gilbert, I want to be friends with you again.—W. E. Norrw.
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Front.—To come to the front—to take a piomineiit position ; to rise to

a chief place. P.

About this time Bismarck began to come to the front (take a iirominent position)

in European politics.

Fry.—Small fry—insignificant people. C.

The coming of Sheridan was quite another matter. Compared with him all other

managers were small fry (insignificant).

—

James Payn.

Out of the fryin<j-pan into the fire—from a bad position into a worse. C.

If it were not for Claire I would jump out of this frying-pan, which scorches and
broils—yes, still, after twenty years and more—into the fire wliich burns.

—

Besant.
"I'm out of the frying-pan into the fire " (in a still worse predicament), she said,

laughing. " Instead of one, I have now two to contend with."

Full.—Full dress—the dress worn on occasions of ceremony. For men,

a black suit with swallow-tail coat, and open vest, and a white neck-

tie constitute full di'ess. Ladies' full dress leaves the shoulders

bare.

One round white arm rested on the window-ledge, and her long black hair fell in

loose masses over the snowy garments which, constituting a lady's desJiabille, reveal

her beauties far less liberally than the costume she more inaptly terms " full dress."

—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

To the full—quite as much, certainly not less. C,

This place was a prison for debtors as weU as criminals, and was to the full as foul

as the Tophet-pit at Aylesbury yonder.—G. A. Sala.

In full cry—hurrying fast ; in hot pursuit. P. Cry here means a pack

of hounds.

Seven mutineers—Job Anderson, the boatswain, at their head—appeared in full

cry at the south-west corner.—R. L. Stevenson.

In full—without diminution, deduction, or abatement. P.

I have received this day from John Wallace the sum of eight pounds six shillings,

being payment in full of his obligations to the Geographical Society.

Full fig—elegantly ; making a great display. S.

So all of us cabin party went and dressed ourselves up full fig, and were intro-

duced in due form to the young queen.

—

Haliburton.

In full swing—at its busiest; busy and thronged. C.

The street market was in full swing.—Besant.

Fun.—To make fun of—to ridicule. C.

" Is the girl making fun of me?" he thought—Thackeray.

Funk.— To put in a funk—to frighten; to cause to tremble. S.

Matcham said "he'd only been drunk"—that his spirits had sunk
At the thunder—the storm put him into a funk.

—

Bakham.
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In afunk—frightened ; put about. S.

If I were Foxy, I should be in a funk myself.

—

Besant.

Funny.— T/iP fmnii/ hone— that pai't of the elbow which is exposed to

nervous shocks. C.

Tlicy smack and tliey thwack,

Till your funny bones crack,

As if you were stretched on the rack.

—

Bariiam.

G
Gab.— The rjiff of the gah—readiness of speech ; fluency. F.

I always knew you had the gift of the gab (were ready in speech), of course.

—

Dickens.

Gad.— Upon the (jad—restless ; always moving hither and thither. F.

I have no good opinion of Mrs. Charles's nursery-maid. I hear strange stories of

her ; she is always upon the gad.—Miss Austen.

To (jad about—to spend one's time in frivolous visiting of friends or

places. C. Usually said of women.

By this time our friends had grown rather weary of gadding about.

—

Hugh
Conway.

Gaff.—Tohloio the gaff on—to inform against. S.

If I do not induce you and your brother scoundrel to surrender your present

devices, I will take it upon myself to blow the gaff on the whole rascally three of

you.—D. Christie Murray.

Gain.—To gain ground—to advance; to make progress. P.

The Jews are not only extraordinarily powerful and numerous there (in Galicia),

but are gaining ground day by day.

—

Fortnightly Rcvieur, 1SS7.

Gall.—Gall and wormwood—said of what is excessively bitter and dis-

tasteful. P.

The talk eddied even to the aristocratic back-waters of Clinton Hall, where it was

so much gall and wormwood to the family.— Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

Gallows.—Gallotrfi-hird—a person who looks like a condemned criminal:

a person of abandoned appearance. F.

"It is ill to check sleep or sweat in a sick man," said he ; "I know that far, though

I ne'er minced ape nor gallows-bird."—C. Reade.

Game.—fki7ne for anything—ready to venture upon anything ; full of

life. F.

If you don't stop your jaw about him you'll liave to fight mo ; and that's a little

more than you're game for, I'm thinking. —11. Kingsley.
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The game is vmrth the candle—the results are -worth striving for ; one

will be repaid for one's troiible. C.

George can never take what I mean to offer ; if he should, the Egyptian will be

spoiled indeed, and the game will be worth the candle.—H. E. HaggaPwD.

To die game—to die in a coiirageoi;s manner. C.

I say that coachman did not run away, but that he died game.—Dickens.

A game at which two can play—a course of action equally open to an-

other person. C.

" I'll have you both licked when I get out, that I will," rejoined the boy, beginning

to snivel.

"Two can play at that game, mind you," said Tom.

—

Hughes.

To make game of—to ridicule ; to turn into sport. P.

Now, in the Fleet Prison, where I write this, there is a small man wlio is always
jeering and making game of me.

—

Thackeray.

Gang.—To gang a-gley—to go wrong. Scottish dialect.

The best laid schemes o' mice and men
Gang aft a-gley.

—

Bukns.
As many things gang a-gley with us in our plans and desires while alive, it is not

surprising that matters turn out contrary to our expectations after death.

—

James
Payn.

Gapes.—The gapes—a fit of yawning. F.

Another hour of music was to give delight or the gapes, as real or affected taste for

it prevailed.

—

Jane Austen'.

Gate.—To break gates—to remain outside the college gates after the

hour for closing. An Oxford and Cambridge University phrase.

If you break gates again, we shall have you rusticated (temporarily expelled).

The gate of horn—a mythological term, signifying the gate by which

true dreams came forth. P. From the gate of ivory deceptive

dreams proceeded.

Then he (Laud) dreamed that he had turned Papist, of all his dreams the only one,

we suspect, which came through the gate of horn (was likely to prove true).—
Macaulay.

Qi2Xh..—TeU it not in Oath—do not let your enemies hear of it. C. The
phrase is used when something sad or shameful has occurred, which
might be used as a taunt by one's enemies if they heard of it. The
words were first used in David's song of lamentation over Jonathan,

slain in battle.

Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon ; lest tlie daughters of

the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph.—? Sum. i. SO.

Gather.—Gathered to one's fathe7-s —dead and buried. P.

When hia glitter is gone, and ho is gathered to his fatlicrs, no eye will be dim with

a tear, no heart will mourn for its lost friend.—A. TKoi.i.orK.
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Gaudy. — A gaudt/-daf/ ~ a, lioliday or festival. Old-fasliioned, but

still in use at some of the universities.

Just at one time, about 1641, we liear from our best authority rhillips, of his

keeping a gaudy-day.

—

Mare Pattison.

Gauntlet.— To thron- doim the (jauntht or glove—to challenge. P.

The company threw down the gauntlet to (defied) all tlie maritime powers in tlie

world.—Macat LAV.

To fair vp the (jmintht or glove—to accept a challenge. P.

To run the gauntlet—to pass through a severe course of treatment in the

way of ci'iticism or obloquy. P. The phrase used in this figurative

sense comes from the custom of inflicting a punishment bearing this

name. A prisoner, stripjjed to his Avaist, had to run betM^een two
lines of soldiers armed with gloves, and with sticks and other

weapons, with which they struck him as he passed.

We went to the jetty to see the 'usband's boat come in, and formed part of the

long row of spectators, three deep, who had assembled to watch the unfortunate

passengers land and run the gauntlet of unscrupulous comment and personal re-

marks all down the line.

—

The Mistletoe Bough, 1SS5.

Gear.— To thron- out of gear—to disturb the working of. P.

Such delusions have happened to many of us, and most commonly when the mind
has been disturbed and thrown out of gear (put out of good working order) by un-
wonted circumstances.—James Payn.

Gentle.—Gentle anil simple—high-born and low-born ; nolile and peas-

ant. P.

So, too, I am afraid it is a true bill that torture was, in the bad old days, in-

discriminately used towards botli gentle and simple in some gloomy underground
places in this said Tower.—G. A. Sala.
Every one runs to get a word with them, gentle or simple.—C. Eeade.

Get.—Go along ! or get along with you !—an exclamation of impatience,

often used in a bantering way. F.

" Go, go, get along with you do," she said at last, as her eyes caught his.—

Murray's Mdfirizine, l-i87.

" Oh, get along with you, Mr. Segrave," returned Buswell, much delighted by this

delicate piece of flattery.—W. E. Norris, in Good Words, 1887.

To get along—to fare ; to be in a good condition. C.

" Well, doctor, how has the poor patient been getting along (progressing) lately?"

"Only fairly; she is still very weak."

To get at—to obtain ; to find. C.

AVhen a doctor could be got at, he said that but for Mrs. Lapham's timely care,

the lady would hardly have lived.—W. D. Howells.

To get on—(a) to succeed ; to rise in life. C.

Throughout the Continent, in England, and in America, the enormous majority of

the population are striving for success in their several professions and callings

;

every man, witli the doubtful exception of a few Trappist monks, is trying to get

on.

—

Spectator, 1SS7.
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To get on—(h) to make progress; to improve.

He soon got on so well that he discarded the other (crutch).

—

Murray's Magazine,
1S87.

To get on with any one—to find oneself in congenial company. C.

She could not get on with Mr. Adair (Mr. .4.dair and she were not congenial to

each other).

—

James Payn.

To (jet under—to obtain the mastery over ; to suppress. P.

Towards three o'clock the fire was got under, and darkness and silence succeeded.—Maria Edgeworth.

"To get up—(a) to prepare with a special practical object in view—as, to

get up Shakespeare's Hamlet for a college examination. C.

His readers are candidly informed in the preface what books he has consulted;

and it appears that he has got up the reign of Henry VIII. from Brewer, Hook,
Canon Dixon, Ranke, Froude, and Friedmann.

—

Athcnceum, 1887.

~— (b) to organize ; to arrange. C.

A few days afterwards a committee, consisting of Lady Mona, "Beauty" Strutt,

and Mrs. Walter PuUen, is assembled in Lady Swansdown's boudoir to discuss the

best means of getting up the proposed theatricals.—Floeexce Marryat.

To get oneself up—to appear in a striking or elaborate costume. C.

Like most men who are not in the habit of "getting themselves up" every day,

he was always irritable when thus clothed in his "best."—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

Get-up—style of dress ; fashionable way of dressing. C.

There is none of the colour and tastiness of get-up which lends such a life to the

present game at Rugby.—Hughes.

To get over—to recover from. C.

She had been out of health for some time. Her mother called it "general debil-

ity ;
" but I firmly believed that it was that love affair with Frank Hayles which she

had never got over (recovered from).—The Mistletoe Bough, 1SS5.

She never thoroughly got over this fall, and it doubtless hastened her end.—S.

Baring-Gould, in The Gentleman's Magaziiu, ISSS.

V
To get over a person—to ingratiate oneself with him. F.

How you've managed to get over your mother-in-law is a mystery to me.—Dickens.

To get off—to escape. P.

He will get off. I'm the only witness. A jury won't believe a black msin in

this country.—H. R. Haggard.

To get one's back up—to be irritated ; to be angry. F.

"Are you?" I said, beginning to get my back up.—H. R. Haooard.

To get by heart—to commit to memory. P.

" It is a very long play."

"The longer the better," murmured the antiquary.

"But not when one has to get it by heart" (commit it to memory), observed

William Henry dryly.—James Pavn.



Ghost [ 129 ] Give

To ijet relirjion—to become pious ; to be religious. A colloquial Amer-

ican phrase.

Irene Pascoe once met a knight on a missionary platform and found he'd got

religion (he was a pious man).

—

Besant.

Ghost.—To (jive up or yield up the (jJioM—to die. P.

So, underneath the belly of their steeds,

That stained their fetlocks in his smoking blood,

The noble gentleman gave up the ghost (died).—Shakespeare.

About four in the afternoon the mountebnnk rendered up his ghost. He had

never been conscious since his seizure.—R. L. Steven.son.

To have not a tjhosf of a chance—to have no reasonable prospect. C.

You do not tell me that Carswell is applying for the Hebrew chair. He has not

a ghost of a chance (his candidature is hopeless).

Gift.—Better not look a gift-horse in the mouth—do not examine too

critically what is given to you as a gift. C.

The poet gives as well as makes; the rest of us only receive: we criticise these

gifts ; we venture to look into the mouth of the fairest gift-horse (criticise the finest

poems that are given us).

—

Besant.

^ Gig.—Girf-lamps—a jocular name for spectacles, or for one who wears

them. S. A gig is a tall two-wheeled conveyance.

AVhen Paul's father appeared he was saluted with the irreverent name of "old gig-

lamps."

Gild.— To gild the pill—to make an tmpleasant thing appear attract-

ive. C.

I just lay myself out to get to the blind side of them, and I sugar and gild the

pill so as to make it pretty to look at and easy to swallow (say things in so flattering

a way that I can coax them into doing anything).

—

Halibubion.

^^Gills.—liosy or red about the gills—flushed with drink. F. By the

" gills " understand the flesh about the jaws.

^ White in the gills—showing signs of terror or sickness. F.

"What's the matter, young 'un?" asked Joe, surprised. "What makes you so

white in the gills ?
"

—

Besant.

Gird.— To gird up the loins—to prepare oneself for hard work. P. A
Biblical expression.

The house awakes, and shakes itself, girds up the loins for the day's work.—

Rhoda BriiUGHTON.

Give.—To give away—to act the part of fatlier to the bride at a mar-

riage. P.

Waxy came down to ratify the deeds; Lord Southdown gave away his sister.

She was married by a bishop, and not by the Rev. Bartholomew Irons, to the dis-

appointment of the irregular prelate.

—

Thackerav.

To give oneself away—to make oneself absurd l)y a heedless remark ; to

say unwittingly what damages one's own cause. C. In the following

9
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extract the absurdity lies in the " swell" unwittingly confessing that he

had dealings with a pawnbroker :

—

Sivell. I am going to resign from my club.

Friend. I tlioiight you liked it so much.
Swell. Used to be all right, but society is getting too mixed. ANTiy, I met my

pawnbroker there the other niglit.

—

Harper's Monthly, May 1S8S.

To give it to a person—to scold or punish him; to attack him -with angry

words or witli blows. F.

^^ M'Gregor pitched into him so when he said it—gave it him right and left (re-

proved him in the severest manner).

—

Rhod.\ Bkoughton.

To give on to or upon—to lead into ; to open upon. P.

Then we passed on up this till at last we reached the top, where we found a large

standing space to which there were three entrances, all of small size. Two of these

gave on to (led into) rather narrow galleries or roadways cut in the face of the

precipice.—H. R. Haggard.
We pass into the veranda upon which the salon gives, to use an Anglicized

Gallicism.

—

Ehoda Broughton.

To give oneself 02it as or for—to proclaim oneself to be. P.

""He gives himself out, sir, for what nowadays they call a patriot—a man from East
Prussia.—R. L. Stevenson.
Last winter he called himself Lord Charles Templeton, and took in the whole

society of Florence. This year, as you are aware, he has selected Cannes as his field

for operations, and has given himself out as a cousin of Lord Bellingham's, with
whom, I need hardly tell you, he is in no way connected.—W. E. Norris.

To give up—[a) (transitive) to discontinue the use of; to abandon. P.

The middle-aged it (the fog) deprived of their gastric powers, so that thej' liave had,

ever since, to give up all their beer, porter, port and sherry, Burgundy and cham-
pagne, claret and Rhine wine.

—

Besant.

[h) (intr.) to surrender ; to confess oneself beaten. P.

Then, for fear of her place, and because he threatened that my lady should give

her no discharge without the sausages, she gave up (yielded), and from that day for-

ward always sausages, or bacon, or pig-meat in some shape or other, went up to the

table.—Maria Edqeworth.

A give-and-take policy— a policy of mutual accommodation and for-

bearance. C.

Nothing can be more annoying to an ordinary man than to find the wife of his

bosom, who has jogged along with him very comfortably in a give-and-take (mutual
forbearance) style for many years, suddenly turn round and lecture him upon his

amiable little weaknesses (faults).

—

Hugh Conwav.

To give forth or give out—to announce or publish. P.
^^

Soon after it was given forth (announced), and believed by many, that the king

was dead.

—

Hayvvard.
Mrs. Penrose was not at church ; no doubt she had her reasons for staying away,

though I heard from Miss Jones that it was given out (published) that it was a bad
headache that kept her at home.

—

Cliambers's Journal, 1SS7.

She gives it out (states publicly) that you shall marry her.—Shakespeare.

To give out—to come to an end. P.

But before they had covered half a mile poor Mrs. Mordaunt's strength gave out
(failed).-£;iy?(Vt Illustrated Maga:.ine, 1SS7.
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~ To give in—to cease exertions ; to confess oneself vaniiiiished. P.

^ They did not yet give in (confess themselves beaten) : they had hitherto gone only

about the streets ; they would go to places where people meet together.—Besant.

—To give over—(a) (of a sick person) to cease hoping for his recovery. P.

Valence told me that he had been given over—that he could not live more than

six months or so.—Flouence M.*uuy.\t.

(h) to yield ; to commit. P.

Tliey (the Protestant clergy) might have attained to the influence wliich is now
given over entirely to the priest.^THACKERAv.

To give oneself nj)—[a) to surrender to the police. P.

News came that the Brighton murderer had given himself up (surrendered himself

to the police).

(h) to lose hope of saving one's life. P.

When I saw that the floods had carried away the bridge, I gave myself up for lost

(abandoned hope).

To give a jierxon up— (re) to despair of seeing him. C.

It was at that unheard-of hour (11 p.m.) that Miss Huntley, whose experience of

provincial halnts was limited, thought fit to put in an appearance, and her hostess's

ejaculation of " At last ! Why, we gave you up more than an hour ago ! " drew
forth no apology from her.

—

Good Words, 1SS7.

(h) to renounce ; to repudiate ; to refuse to acknowledge. P.

He had been living what was a wild, college life even in these wild days ; and his

family had almost given him up.— E. Yates.

To gii'fl iray- -to yield ; to break down. P.

I wished I had not given way (yielded) to her in the matter of a private sitting-

room (which she would not consent to have).

—

TJie Midletoe Bough, ISS'i.

On one occasion, as she was being brought down from her look-out chamber in a

new carrying-chair, it gave way.— S. Baring-Gould.

Gizzard.—To fret one's gizzard—to be anxious ; to worry oneself. S.

Gizzard (primarily a fowl's stomach) is vised of the temper or dis-

position.

He'll fret his gizzard green if he don't soon hear from that maid of his.—Thomas
Hardy.

Glasgow.—A Glasgov magiftfrate—a salt herring. F. It is said that

when George IV. visited Glasgow, some salt herrings were placed, in

-- joke, on the iron gua,rd of the carriage belonging to a well-known

Glasgow magistrate, who formed one of a deputation to receive the

king.

Glass.—He has taken a glass too much—he is intoxicated. F.

Those irho lire in glass hou^tes shoxild not throw stones—people who are

themselves open to criticism ought not to criticise. C. Compare the

opening verses of Matthew vii.

And there is an old proverb about the inexpediency of those who live in glass

houses throwing stones.—Florence Marrvat.
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""Grlazier.—1s your father a ylazier?—a vulgar expression, signifying, " Do
\ you suppose that I can see through you ? " It is used when a person

i in front of you obstructs your view.

Glout.—In the glout—sulky. F.

My mamma was in the glout with her poor daughter all the day.—S. Richardson.

Glove.—To throw the glove or gauntlet to—to challenge ; to show readi-

ness to fight with. P.

I will throw my glove to Death itself (challenge Death itself to prove), that there's

no maculation in thy heart.

—

Shakespeare.
She was now, at the age of twenty-two, very different from the girl who so hastily

threw down the glove to her stepmother.

—

Hugh Conway.

To take up the glove or gauntlet—to accept a challenge to fight. P.

On the other hand, Austria had only to conclude an offensive and defensive alliance

with King Milan, and the Czar must take up the glove thus, as it were, thrown in his

way.—Spectator, Dec. IS, 188H.

To be hand and glove with. See Hand.

To imt on or ivear gloves—to attack an adversary in a mild or gener-

ous way. P.

He (Macaulay) put on no gloves, took in hand no buttoned foil, when, on well-

chosen occasions, he came down to the House to make a speech.—J. Cottee
MOBISON.

Glut.—To glut the marhet—to furnish an excess of goods for the market,

so that a sale cannot be found for them. P.

Two years ago an excessive production of woollen goods had glutted the market
(furnished too great a supply, so that no sale could be found for them).

Go.—A go—a curious or embarrassing state of affairs. S.

"^
Well, I am blessed (to be sure), here's a go (the position is embarrassing).—

C. Reade.

^No go—a failure. Said of what is unworkable or impossible.

"What's a caveat?" inquired Sam.—"A legal instrument, which is as much .as to

say it's no go," replied the cobbler.

—

Dickens.
Exp.—A legal instrument, or, in other words, something which does nothing, and

with which nothing can be done.

Of course, under the circumstances, no go for (I cannot give you) the fifteen thou-

sand.—Truly yours, Arthur. —T/ie Mistletoe Bowjh, lS-'>.

Go along—an exclamation of (feigned) anger or impatience. F. See

Get ALONG.

"May its poppet come in and talk?"—"Certainly not," replied madam; "you
know I never allow you here. Go along."

—

Dicken.s.

''To go hail for another—to become legal security for an accused jierson's

appearance at his trial. P.

The world has not gone bail for us, and our falling short involves not the ruin of

others.—C. Lever.
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To go hard ivith one—to prove a troublesome matter to one. P.

He jumped up with a ^eat exclamation, which the particular recording angel who
heard it pretended not to understand, or it might have gone hard with (proved a

serious matter for) the Latin tutor some time or other.

—

Holmes.

To I/O Jiome to—to appeal directly to. P.

2VIrs. Wallace spoke very slowly, because it was not an easy matter with her to ex-

press her ideas, and with a certain gentle earnestness that went home (appealed

directly) to the young girl's heart, at least as much as the logic of her argument.

—

James Payn.

Oo-fo-mee(iii<j air or clothes—such as people have on when they go to

church ; respectable. F.

Catch him with his go-to-meetin' (best) clothes on a-rubbin' agin (against) their

nasty, greasy axles, like a tarry nigger.

—

Halibueton.
Tom (was) equipped in his go-to-meeting roof (respectable hat), as his friend called

it.—Hughes.

To go icith the stream—to do as people around one do. P.

And then it is so much easier in everything to go with the stream, and to do what
you are expected to do.—Mrs. Oliphant.

To go without saying—to be an understood thmg ; to be an evident fact,

or natural conclusion. P. Translated from the French, Ce va saiis

dire.

Imagine aU this, and you will have some idea of the shackles with which the liter-

ary class in Japan have shackled their countrymen. It goes without saying (the con-

clusion is inevitable) that, under such circumstances, a lively, natural style is im-
possible.

—

Japan Mail, 1SS7.

That such accusations were not only utterly false, but were beneath contempt,
goes without saying (is, of course, understood).—^?i ttie Year Round, 1SS7.

To go hy the hoard—to be lost. C. A nautical phrase, now in

ordinary use.

During that long sickness my wardrobe, and jewellery, and everything went by the

board (I had to give up my wardrobe, and jewellery, and everything).

Her rattling shrouds, all sheathed in ice.

With the masts, went by the board.—Longfellow.

To go Old ozone's way—to trouble oneself; to discompose oneself. C.

"My dear, I am sorry you did not smell it; but we can't help that now," re-

turned my master without ])utting himself in a passion or going out of his way
(showing .signs of discomposure), but just fair and easy helped himself to another

glass.—M.VKiA Edoewokth.

To go all lengths—to hesitate at no act. P.

He is ready to go aU lengths (risk everything) in his advocacy of the temperance

question.

To go to the had —to become a wreck. C.

Think of my case, Miss Rawdon—linked for life to a woman whom I married to

give myself a home, because all ties that bound me to domestic life seemed broken

when I lost my darling, and because otherwise I should eventually have gone to the

bad.— r/(C ynathioc Bouyh, 1885.
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To go to tht wall—to be discomfited ; to have to retire. P.

"^Everybody must go to the wall who cannot serve that interest.

—

North American
Review, 1S87.

To rjo further andfare worse—to take extra trouble and fiud oneself in

a worse position than before. C.

Well, upon my word, I don't blame you ; you might have gone further and fared

worse.—H. R. Haggard.

All the go—popular ; fashionable. S.

Folks ain't thought nothin' of (are held of no account), unless they live at Tree-

mont ; it's all the go (that place is very fashionable).

—

Haliburton.

On the (JO—active ; running about continually ; indulging in liquor. F.

" Ma'ame Richard was on the go," as one of them said when he helped to pick lier

out of the gutter and carry her dead drunk into the back kitchen, where she and
others made their filthy lair.—Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

To go hack on—to be iinfaithful to ; to fail to keep, especially of

promises. C. -See Back.

Why, don't you know, boss (master) ? They said they'd take me instead of you,

and they won't go back on their word (break their promise).

—

Temple Bar, ISSG.

To go down—to be accepted ; to be received with favour. C.

Fletcher, Ben Jonson, and all tlie plays of Shakespeare, are the only things that go

down.

—

Goldsmith.

To go for a man—to attack him. S.

When he began to rail against American institutions, I went for (attacked) him.

To go in for—to give one's attention to ; to apply oneself to. C.

Skating was an accomplishment he had never gone in for (attempted to acquire).—

Blackwood's Mayaziiic, 1S$7.

\To go it—to be extravagant or headstrong in behaviour. F.

I heard Master George was going it, from the Saunders.—F. Marrvat.

To go off—to happen ; to take place. P.

The wedding went off (happened) much as such affairs do.

—

Mrs. Gaskell.

To go 02it— («) to be discontinued ; to cease. P.

I think I must tell you, as shortly as I can, how the noble old game of backsword

is played ; for it is sadly gone out of late.

—

Hughes.

—~—(b) to go out to service ; to become a domestic servant. F.

" I think you have mistaken my aunt," put in that young person " She would bo

the last to hinder me or any of us going out, if it were for our good."

—

Mrs. J. H.
Riddle.

^^To give one the go-hy—to neglect him ; to refuse to acknowledge him. F.

Would you give Joey B. the go-by, ma'am ?—Dickens.
But being made an honest woman of, so to speak, Becky would not consort any
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longer with these dubious ones, and cut Lady Crackenbury when the latter nodded
to her from her opera-box, and gave Mrs. Washington White the go-by in the ring.—Thacker.w.

God.—God's acre—the churchyard. P.

As her eye roamed from sea to land it fell upon the little church immediately be-

neath her, into whose God's acre the footpath descended.—James Payn.

Golden.— The <jolikn State—California. P.

The fjolden rule—" Do unto others as yoii would have others do unto)

you." P.

My dear boy, have you not learned the golden rule ? In all human actions look
for the basest motive, and attribute that. (This is said in satire ; the real golden
rule is as above.)

—

Besast.

The f/olden bowl is hroh;n— a euphemistic expression for death, P.

Taken from the Book of Ecclesiastes (xii. 6) :
" Or ever the silver cord

be loosed, or the gohlen Ijowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at

the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern. Then shall the dust

return to the earth as it was ; and the spirit shall return unto God
who gave it."

And thus they go on from year to year, until the golden bowl is broken (they die).

—H. R. Haggard.

To icorship the golden calf^to bow do%\T.i before something unworthy.

P. The reference is to the action of the children of Israel at Mount
Sinai. See Exodus xxxii.

The bourgeois mind is instantly prostrated before the golden calf of commercial
prosperity.

—

Wm. Black.

Gone.—A (jone 'coon—one who is lost or ruined. S. 'Coon is short for

racoon.

Mr. Winchester did not stop there—he forced a hundred pounds upon George.

"If you start in any business with an empty pocket, you are a gone 'coon."—

•

C. liEADE.

Knowing the colonel's prowess, the old racoon cried out, in the voice of a man,
" Hallo, there ! air you Colonel Crockett ? For if you air, I'll jist come down, or I

know I'm a gone 'coon."

A (jone case—something hopeless ; a person who is despaired of. F.

When officers are once determined to ride a man down, it is a gone case with him

(there is no hope for him).—R. H. Dana.

Too far gone—in a hopeless or desperate condition. C.

To use a phrase not often applied to a young lady, she was too far gone (hopelessly

in love).

—

James Payn.

(Joo^_

—

As good as a plaij—very interesting ; exceedingly amusing. C.

He swore it was as good as a play to see her in the character of a fine dame.

—

Thackerav.
And I have no space to tell of the scene at Mrs. Tinkle's, which was as good as a

play.—Mrs. H. Wood.
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As r/ood as gold—thoroughly good and trustworthy. C. Generally used

of persons.

Having said this, Grace walked slowly out of the room, and neither Mrs. Dale nor

Lily attempted to follow her.
" She's as good as gold," said Lily, when the door was closed.—A. Trollope.

A good thing—a clever saying. C.

When we say a good thing, in the course of the night, we are wondrous lucky and

pleased. Flicflac will trill you off fifty in ten minutes.—Thackekay.

Good lady—wife ; madam.

His good lady, indeed, was the only person present who retained presence of mind

enough to observe that if he were allowed to lie down on Mr. Squeers's bed for an

hour or so, and left entirely to himself, he would be sure to recover again almost as

quickly as he had been taken ill.

—

Dickens.

As good as—virtually ; essentially ; in every essential respect. C.

She said that he was as good as engaged to a girl out there, and that he had never

dreamt of her.—W. D. Howells.

For good—altogether ; completely. C.

" You are going away for good (never to return), Mrs. Fortress?" I said.

" Yes, sir," she answered, " for good."—English Illustrated Magazine, 1886.

For good and all—finally ; never to be reversed. C.

When they were made sensible (understood) that Sir Condy was going to leave

Castle Rackrent for good and all (never to return), they set up a whillalu (shout) that

could be heard to the farthest end of the street.—Maria Edgeworth.

Good for any sum—able or willing to pay the sum. F.

One day a gentleman and lady came into lunch. A nice, quiet, tidy little lunch

they had, just the same as in a good house of their own. By-and-by I bring in the

bill, and wonder what they are good for (how much money they will give vo.6)r—All

the Year Round.

\^ I To the good—on the profit side. C.

1
" Well," says I, " are you done up stock and fluke—a total wreck ? "—" No," says

he; "I have two hundred pounds left to the good."

—

Haliburton.
When I'm dead and gone the land will be to the good, Thady, my lad.—Mari.y

Edgeworth.

Good graciotis !—an exclamation of astonishment. F.

" Twenty years ! Good gracious, papa, I shall be six-and-thirty, so frightfully old

to talk about anything !

"

rapa looked a little grave. " Oblige me, my dear, by not saying good gracious

;

it is very unladylike."

—

The Argosij, 1SS6.

A good Samaritan. See Samaritan.

Good-morning to anything—farewell to it. F.

When anything's upon my heart, good-morning to my head ; it's not worth a

lemon.

—

Mahi\ Edgeavortii.

-Kx/).—The speaker means to say that his head or judgment takes its departure

when his heart or feelings are interested.
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As good as one's word—performing one's promises. V.

It was evident to her that Frank Muller would be as good as his word.—H. R.
Hagg.\rd.

Goody.—Goody-goody—weakly virtuous
;
good, but feeble. F.

If I find out the people I am quite clever enough to play a goody-goody part, if

that suits them.—Justin M'Carthy.

Goose.—His geese are swans—he places too high a value on his own
possessions ; he overestimates what is his own. C.

He (Dr. Whately) was particularly loyal to his friends, and, to use the common
phrase, all his geese were swans.

—

Cakdixal Xewma.v.
All the Lancastrian geese are swans.

—

Rhod.\ Brouohton.

The goose that lays the golden eggs—the source of one's wealth or most
cherished possessions. P.

This affectionate anxiety was partly due to a certain apprehension the old gentle-

man experienced when the goose that laid the golden eggs for him was out of sight.
—Jasies Pay.v.

To kill the goose that laid the golden eggs—to destroy the source of one's

income or profit. P. A phrase taken from one of uEsop's Fables.

If Brian had only known how immensely he had risen in her respect by the not
very extraordinary display of talent and ability which he had just made, he would
doubtless have hastened to kill tlie goose that laid the golden eggs by playing

classical compositions untU he wearied her.

—

Good Words, 1887.

^^To cook a 2)erson's goose for him—to cause his death. S.

" You see," said Tom, " that if you should happen to be wrong, our goose is

cooked without the least doubt."

—

Besant.

" It's a gone goose icith any one—there is no more hope for liim. S.

Well, he took the contract for beef with the troops ; and he fell astern (failed to

make it profitable), so I guess it's a gone goose with him.

—

Haliburtox.

^ "> Gooseberry.—To play nj) old gooseberry icith people—to defeat tliem or

silence tliem sliarply. S.

He began to put on airs, but I soon played up old gooseberry with him (snubbed
him).

She can squander the income as she pleases, and play old gooseberry up to a

certain point.—Miss Braddon.

'^ To play gooseberry—to act as a third person for the sake of propriety
;

to appear with two lovers in public. C.

There was Helena out of her chair standing by a gentleman .... while I was reduced

to that position which is vulgarly but expressively known as playing gooseberry.

—

The

Mistletoe Bough, ISSS.

A gooseberry-picker—one who plays gooseberry. C.

What do I care for old Thresher? I brought Thresher to-day as a gooseberry-

picker.—S. Baring Gould.

i Like old gooseberry—witli great energy. S.

Take them by the tail. . . .and lay on like old gooseberry.—H. Kinoslev. t-*



Gordian [ 138 ] Grape

As green as a gooseberry—very ignorant of life ; raw and unedu-

cated. S.

His name was Green, and he was as green as a gooseberry.—Captain Marryat.

Gordian.— To cut the Gordian knot—to solve a difiBculty in a bolder
unusual fashion. P.

Frank Muller must die, and die before tlie morning liglit. By no other possible

means could the Gordian knot be cut.—H. E. Haggard.

Grace.— To say grace—to ask the Divme blessing before commencing a

meal. P.

Mr. Pickwick, having said grace, pauses for an instant and looks round him.—
Dickens.

To get into a person's good graces—to gain his favour or friendship. P.

Major D'Orville is rapidly gaining ground in the good graces of all the Newton
Hollows party.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

With a good grace—gracefully
;
graciously. P.

With a bad (/race—ungraciously, so as to leave an unpleasant impres-

sion. P.

What might have been done with a good grace would at last be done with a bad

grace.

—

Macaulay.

The throne of grace — a figurative expression, meaning God's seat,

heaven. P. To come to the throne of grace is to pray.

The means of grace—opportunities of hearing the gospel. P. A reli-

gious expression.

The shop is next door but one to a chapel, too. Oh, how handy for the means of

grace !—Besant.

Grain.—Against the grain—unpleasant ; contrary to one's bias or in-

clination. P.

I am deficient in the auri sacra fames—the passion for dying a millionaire that

possesses so many excellent people. I had rather have a little, and do what I like,

than acquire a great deal by working against the grain (doing work which is un-

pleasant).—James Payn.

With a grain of salt—with some reservation. P. Translation of the

Latin phrase, Cm??i grano sails.

They fear lest suspicious men might take the story with a grain of salt.— II. R.

Haggard.
Some of the adventures narrated may require to be taken with a grain of salt.

—

Spectator, Sept. 3, 1887.

Grape.—'5'oHr grapes—something which is despised because it is un-

attainable. C. See Sour.

" So it has got its big wax doll after all, has it?" asks she with a sneer; " curly

wig and Inng legs, and all !

"

I am roused to retort. I turn and rend her.

"Sour grapes!" cry I, witli red cheeks, and in an elevated key. — Ruoda
Broughton
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Grass.— J^o let the (jrafifs (jroii: under one's J'tet—to be inactive ; to be idle

ami lazy. C.

Viola is not the sort of girl to let the grass grow under her feet.—Florence
Maruyat.
Captain Cuttle held on at a great pace, and allowed no grass to grow under his

feet

—

Dickens.

^ Grass widow—a lady whose husband is temporarily absent. P. An
Eastern term, especially used in India.

A gr.iss widow finds herself in need of consolation for the cruel absence of her liege

lord.— r/ie Mistletoe Bough, 1SS5.

Gray.—The rjray of the morning—the dawn. P. See Morning.

The ijray (or <jrey) mare—a man's wife. C. This term is generally

used with the implication that the man Lu the particular case is in-

ferior to his wife.

The vulgar proverb, that the gray mare is the better horse, originates, I suspect, in

the preference generally given to the gray mares of Flanders over the finest coach-

horses of England.

—

Macaulav.
It was also quite clear to those who thought about things, and watched this little

lady, that there may be meaning in certain proverbial expressions touching gray

mares.—Besant.

~GreaS8.—^o grease the i^alm of—to bribe ; to use money for the purpose

of cornipting. F.

Grecian.— The Grecian bend—an elegant stoop or curving of the back-

bone, much affected by ladies about twenty years ago. C.

Greek.—The Greek Kalends—a future time Mhich will never arrive. P.

The Kalends occurred at the beginning of the month with the Latin

system of reckoning time ; hence the term Calendar—a table announc-

ing when the first day of each mouth fell. The Greeks had no
Kalends.

The London School Board have since executed a strategical movement to the rear,

suspending the obnoxious notice for a month, which is the English equivalent for the

Greek Kalends.

—

Journal of Education, 18S7.

When Greek meets Greet:, then comes the tug of war—when one strong

champion meets another of equal prowess the fight is a keen one. C.

"NVlien Greeks joined Greeks, then was the tug of war.-Nathaniel Lee.

Greek to any one—unintelligible to him. C. See Shakespeare's Julius

Casar, act i. scene 2.

Cassius. Did Cicero say anything ?

Casca. Ay, he spoke Greek.

Cassius. To what effect ?

Casca. Nay, an I tell you that I'll ne'er look you in the face again ; but those that

understood liim smile<l at one another and shook their heads ; but, for mine own
part, it was Greek to me.
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Green.—The green-eyed monster—jealousy. P.

Cherry was green with jealousy, but tried to hide it under protestations of admira-
tion.— T/ig Mistletoe Bough, ISSo.

To see green in another\s eye — to consider hiiii a simple, gullible

fellow. S.
" Now, soldier-boy," said I,

" Do you see green in my eye ?

Oh, i)ray excuse the slang !

"—T. Davidson.
" I suppose you intend to marry Miss M., as I see you are paying her such devoted

attention."

"Do you see any green in my eyes?" was the very vulgar reply. " Why, as for

marrying Miss M., I'd rather be excused. She is too great a flirt."

—

St. Andrews
Citizen, 1SS7.

The ivearing of the green. Green is the Irisli national colour. To wear
it shows patriotic or rebel sympathies.

They are hanging men and women for the wearing of the green.

—

Popular Song.

A green hand—a raw fellow unaccustomed to the work he under-

takes. F.

" I thought everybody knew Job Terry," said a green hand who came in the boat

to me, when I asked him aboat his captain.—E. H. Dana.

The green room—the private chamber where actors dress and undress.

P. This room is a notorious place for gossip.

There was only one topic on which Sir Henry could converse, and he was uncertain

how it would be received if he was to start it—namely, actors' gossip and green-room
whispers.

—

Besant.

Grief.—To come to grief—io be ruined ; to fail completely. P.

France and Bonajsarte, driven by the French fat (foot), as you are driven by the

British Philistine, — and the French fat has proved a yet more fatal driver-than

yours, being debauched and immoral, as well as ignorant,—came to grief (were

ruined).—M. Arnold.

Grin.—To grin and hear it—to suffer anything painful in a manly way,

without complaint. F.

"You scoundrel," he said between his teeth, "you have made a fool of me for

twenty years, and I have been obliged to grin and bear it."—H. E,. HAtJOAiiD.

Grind.—To grind the face of—io oppress ; to tyrannize over. P.

The agent was one of your middlemen who grind the face of the poor.

—

Maria
Edgeworth.

Hard grinder—a hard-working student or professional man. S.

Besides, there is a pension looming ever so far ahead which I must go back and
grind iox.—Murray's Magazine, 18S7.

To grind one's teeth—to have feelings of disgust, disappointment, or

rage. C.

Everything annoyed and angered me that day. . . .1 ground my teeth (was intensely

irritated) at the luncheon-table, wliich would have feasted half-a-dozen families.

—

The Midlttue Bough, 1SS5.
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Grips.—-4< (jrips toith—struggling hard against. C.

Tom was daily growing in manfulness and though tfulness, as every high-couraged

and well-principled boy must, when he finds himself for the first time consciously at

grips with self and the devil.— Hughes.

Grist.—To briny (jrid to the mill—to procure needful suj)plies ; to be a

source of profit. C.

A sly old Pope created twenty new saints to bring grist into the mill of (constitute

a source of income for) the London clergy.

—

Bishop Horsley.
The lawyer may be lialf-a-dozen things at the same time—a trader, a politician, a

practical agriculturist, a land-agent, a coroner, a steeple-chase rider, a general jack-

pudding. Everything brings grist to his mill, and the more irons he has in the fire

the larger will be the number and the more varied the character of his clients.—A.

Jessopp, in Nineteenth Century, 1SS7.

Grog.—Grotj-hlossoms—the red pimjiles on a drunkard's nose. F.

A few grog-blossoms marked the neighbourhood of his nose.—Thomas Hardy.

Ground.— To break (/round—to commence operations; to take the first

step in any undertaking. P.

7'o (jain or get <jround—to advance ; to make progress. P.

It was very tiring and slow work, yet I did visibly gain ground. — R. L.

Stevenson.
At four in the afternoon we sighted a sail under our lee-bow, gave chase, and got

ground of her apace till night came on.—G. A. Sal 4.

To lose ground—to retreat ; to give way ; to become less powerful. P.

But, on the whole, I am unable to deny that the state and the nation have lost

ground with respect to the great business of controlling the public charge.—Glad-
stone.

To have the ground cut from binder one's feet—to see what one relies on

for support suddenly withdrawn. C.

His was not a practical mind, and it was sure to take him some time to realize

what it means to have the ground cut from under your feet.

—

Good IVords, 1SS7.

To hold one's ground—to maintain one's authority or influence. P.

Having shipped for an officer when lie was not half a seaman, he found little pity

with the crew, and was not man enough to hold his ground among them.—R. H.

Dana, jun.

To stand one's ground—to l)e firm ; to be unyielding. C.

Marvel, though with much difficulty, stood his ground, and refused to sell Clover-

hill till he should be perfectly sure that Miss Barton would marry him, and till hi.s

relation should arrive in town and give his consent.—Maria Edgeworth.
But she made a supreme effort over herself, and did her best to stand her ground

—Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

Down to the ground—completely. S.

" America is the place," he said to himself. " Some sea-coast city in South

America would suit me down to the ground."—Miss Braddon.
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Grow.

—

To f/roiv upon—to obtain great influence over ; to become

prized. P.

It was a face rather lovable than beautiful, rather sensitive than Intellectual—

a

face which grew upon you as you looked at it, and which was always pleasant to look

upon.—W. E. NoRRls.

Grub.—Gruh Street—the name of a low quarter in London inhabited for-

merly by poor autliors. As a noun, Grub Street signifies poor, mean

authors ; as an adjective, mean, poor, low. P. The street is now
called Milton Street.

Johnson came among them the solitary specimen of a past age, the last survivor of

tlie genuine race of Grub Street hacks.

—

Macaulay.

Grnh and hub—victuals and drink. S.

Gruel.—To (jive a jyerson his gruel—to punish a person severely ; to kill

him. S.

He refused, and harsh language ensued,

Which ended at length in a duel,

When he that was mildest in mood
Gave the turbulent rascal his gruel.

—

Baeham.

Grundy.—Mrs. Grundy—jealous neighbours ; the scandal-loving por-

tion of the community. C. The name comes from Morton's novel

Speed the Plough (1798), where one of the characters, Mrs. Ashfield,

is always exclaiming, " What will Mrs. Grundy say ? " JSIrs. Grundy
was her neighbour.

These awful rules of propriety, and that dreadful Mrs. Grundy (the thought of what
one's neighbours will say), appear on the scene, and of course spoil everything.

—

Blackwood's Magazine, 1SS7.

Guard.—To he on one^s guard—to be watchful and prepared for an

attack. P.

Their pa and ma being seized
' With a tiresome complaint, which, in some seasons,

People are apt to be seized

With, who're not on their guard against plum-seasons,

Their medical man shook his head,

As he could not get well to the root of it.

—

Barham.

To put a man on his guard—to warn him ; to make him careful. P.

It was in such an outburst of rage that he had assaulted John in the inn-yai-d of

Wakkerstrom, and thereby put him on his guard against him.—H. K. Haiioard.

Off one's guard—heedless ; forgetful ; in a careless state. P.

Isaac caught both faces off their guard, and read the men as by a lightning flash to

the bottom line of their hearts.—C. Reade. n

Gulf.—A great gidf fixeel—a complete and permanent cause of se^jara-

tion ; a radical diiference and divergence. P. The phrase comes

from the parable of Dives and Lazarus. See Luke xvi. 26.

Between him and Mr. Carrutliers there was a great gulf fixed.—E. Yates.
For forty years and more I lived among savages and .studied them and their ways:
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and now for several years I have lived here in England, and have in my own stupid

manner done my best to learn the ways of the children of light, and what have I

found? A great gulf fixed? No, only a very little one.—H. K. Hacjoard.

Gun.—'4 great (jun—a noted personage. C.

Time flew on, and the great guns one by one returned—Peel, Graham, Goulbourn,

Hardinge, Ilerries.

—

Beaconsfield.

To hlou: fjreat guns—to be very stormy ; to blow a heavy gale. P.

At last it blew great guns ; and one night, as the sun went down crimson in the

Gulf of Florida, the sea running mountains high, I saw Captain Sebor himself was

fidgety.—C. Keade.

Guts.— To have guts in the brain—to have souse ; to be full of iutelli-

geuce. Old-fashioued.

The fellow's weU enough, if he had any guts in his brain.—Swift.

Guttev.^Out of the gutter—of low origin. P.

" We could never have supposed one of our blood would commit the crime of

marrying a jjlebeian—and for love !

"

" Then why do you marry your sons to girls out of the gutter ? " (low-born girls),

was sometimes the rejoinder.

—

National Seview, 1887.

H

^ Hack.—At hack (or heck) and mangei—profusely; extravagantly. F.

Heck, or hack, is Scotch for a manger. The word is of Scandinavian

origin.

The servants at Lochmarlie must be living at hack and manger.—Miss Fekrier.

Hail.—Hail-feUoxo veil-met—familiar ; on terms of easy intimacy. C.

Also used as a noun.

It was not, I will frankly admit, a very righteous beginning to a young life to be
hail-fellow well-met witli a gang of deer-stealers.—G. A. Sala.

His rOle was that of a hail-fellow well-met with everybody.

—

Sar^h Tvtler.

Hair.—To a hair—to an extreme nicety. P.

Oh ! that's her nose to a hair,—that's her eye exactly.

—

Haliburton.

To split hairs—to dispute over petty points. P. A hair-splitter is a

caviller.

Pray, don't let us be splitting hairs.—A. Trollope.

Both of a hair—both alike. F.

For the peddler and tinker, they are two notable knaves, both of a hair, anil both

cousin-gerraans to the devil.

—

Grkene.

Hair standing on end. This i.s a sign of terror. P. See St.vnd.



Half [ 144 ] Hammer

To take, a hair of the dog that hit you. This was at one time supposed to

be a cure for hydrophobia. The expression is commonly used now
when a man, after heavy drinking, is advised to take a little more

brandy or other liquor.

Decidedly, too, the homojopathic system must be founded on great natural facts,

and there is philosophy, born of the observation of human nature, in the somewhat

s,^ vulgar proverb that recommends a hair of the dog that bit you.—H. E. Haggard.

~'^To turn a hair—to show signs of fatigue. C. A phrase taken from

horsemanship, and properly only applicable to a horse, but now used

generally.

Flushington would toil manfully through the most realistic descriptions (in French

novels) without turning a hair.—F. Anstey.
Then the fiddlers began — the celebrated Mellstock fiddlers, who, given free

stripping, could play from sunset to dawn without turning a hair.—R. D. Black-

more, in Murray's Magazine, 1888.

Half. — Half -seas over— in a semi - drunken state; confused with

drink. F.

But Jason put it back as lie was going to fill again, saying, " No, Sir Condy, it

shan't be said of me I got your signature to this deed when you were half-seas over."

—Maria Edge worth.

A had halfpenny—something which is supposed to return to the owner,

however often he tries to get quit of it. C.

It was not the first time, nor the second, that I had gone away—as it seemed, per-

manently—but yet returned, like the bad halfpenny.—N. Hawthorne.

Half the battle—no small part of the difficulty overcome. C.

To provide the patient with a good bed, fresh air, and suitable warmth is half the

battle (will do as much as all things else for his recovery).

Better half—a. wife. See Bettek.

Halloo.—Don't halloo till you're out of the wood—be careful about show-

ing premature signs of exultation. C. A favourite saying of the Duke

of Wellington.

"When Wellington had driven the French out of Portugal, the Portuguese issued a

print of the Duke, bearing the legend underneath—" Invincible Wellington, from

grateful Portugal." A friend having sent the Duke a copy of the print, he struck

out the word " Invincible" with a dash of his pen, and wrote below, " Don't halloo

till you're out of the wood."

Halting.— The halting foot of justice— an expression bori'owcd from

Latin literature, signifying the slow but sure punishment which

follows wrong-doers. P.

Justice, though with halting foot, had been on his track, and his old crime of

Egyptian days found him out at last.

—

The Times, 1SS7.

Hammer.—To go it hammer and tongs—to act violently and recklessly;

to throw all one's energies into anything. C.

The ancient rules of a fair fight were utterly disregarded ; both parties went at it

hammer and tongs, and hit one another anywlicrc with anything.—James Payn.
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To briny to the hammer—to sell by auction. P.

All Diggs's penates (household effects), for the time being, were brought to the

hammer.—HuoHES.

To sell wider the hammer—to sell by auction. P.

He threatened to foreclose, and sell the house under the hammer.—C. Reade.

Hand.—In hand—{a) under control. P.

The other was laughed at behind his back, and outwitted by the young man he
thought he had so well in hand (completely under control).

—

Jane Austen.

(h) in present possession ; ready for use. P.

" You are in the fortunate position of having a competence of your own, I con-

clude."
" Well, yes ; that Is, I come into it on my majority—something in land and also in

hand."—Besant.

(c) under discussion. P.

Mrs. Xickleby glided, by an easy change of the conversation, occasionally into

various other anecdotes, no less remarkable for their strict application to the subject

in hand.

—

Dickens.

To Iceep in hand—to direct or manage. P.

As keeping in hand the home-farm at Domwell, he had to tell what every field was
to bear next year.—Jane Austen.

To take in hand—to take charge of ; to pay attention to. P.

I have asked Herr Hoffman to take me in hand.

—

Leisure Hour, 1887.

At hand—near ; close to one. P. Used both of time and of place.

Mr. Woodhouse was to be talked into an acquiescence of his daughter's going out

to dinner on a day now near at hand (soon to arrive).—Jane Austen.

To come to hand—to be received. P.

" Your letter came to hand yesterday morning. Dr. Tempest," said Mr. Crawley.

—

A. Trollope.

At first-hand—directly; without any intermediate process. P.

Could we not have a school for great men, just as they used to have a school of

prophets ? . . . . They would be taught to speak ; they would be taught to study man-
kind at first-hand and not by reports; they would be tauglit to write, to reason, to

Investigate; above all, they would be taught that remarkable history, the history

of progress.

—

Besant.
Oh, indeed, I should much rather come here at first-hand if you will have me.

—

Jane Austen.

At second-hand—not directly; through an intermediary. P.

He kept up just so much communication with them as to inform them, at second-

hand or at third-hand, which measures to impede and if possible to defeat.—

Tkevelyan.

Out of hand— {a) directly; at once. P.

Gather we our forces out of hand, and set upon our boasting enemy.

—

Shake-

speare.
Sir Terence, in a tone of jocose, wheedling expostulation, entreated him to have

the carriage finished out of hand (forthwith).—:M.\uia ED<iEworth.

10
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Out of hand—(6) ended; finished. P.

Were these inward wars once out of hand (over),

We would, dear lords, uuto the Holy Land.

—

Shakespeare

Hand over hand—at a rapid rate. C.

He made money hand over hand.

—

Haliburton.

Hand over head—leisurely ; easily. P.

He set his magnificent main-sail and fore-sail and main-jib, and came up with the

ship hand over head, the moderate breeze giving him an advantage.—C. Reade.

An old hand—an experienced person. P.

Thomas was too old a hand (prudent a personage) to make light of anything.—

Blackmore.
I am an old Parliamentary hand.—W. E. Gladstone, M.P.

A great hand at anything—very well skilled in it; very prone to it. C.

He is a great hand at a flam (an inveterate liar).

—

Haliburtok,
Good is a great hand at talliing.—H. E. Haggard.

With a high hand—arrogantly; imperiously. P.

We have no time now for such trumpery ; we must carry things now with a much
higher hand (more imperiously).

—

Blackmore.

To get or gain the iqyper hand—to obtain the mastery. P.

It seems to me that the old Tory influence has gained the upper hand.—J. Cham-
berlain, M.P.

Fy'om hand to mouth—without making any provision for the morrow
;

consuming every day what is earned. P.

No winter passes without reports of bitter distress in Korea. The general mass of

the inliabitants live from hand to mouth, and can barely support themselves at the

best of times.

—

Japan Mail, 1SS6.

To fight for one^s oivn hand—to look after one's own mterests. P.

He had won the respect of his official superiors by showing that, in case of need,

he could fight for his own hand (struggle on behalf of his own interests).—Tkevelyan.

Hand and glove or hand in glove—on very intimate terms. P.

And prate and preach about what others prove.

As if the world and they were hand and glove.

—

Cowper.
Exp.—On the most familiar terms.

We thought him just the same man as ever—hand and glove (intimate) with

every one.

—

Maria Edgeworth.
We were hand and glove, the old man and me.—C. Eeade.
If we go hand in glove with oil, tobacco, corn, sugar, etc., we must, at least, get

confounded with these commodities —H. Conwav.

To lend a hand—to help. C.

Here comes a huntsman out of the woods dragging a bear wliich lie has shot, and
shouting to the neighbours to lend him a liand.—N. Hawthorne.

To hear a hand—to be quick. F.

" Stop, stop, daddy," said a little half-naked imp of a boy, " stop till I get my
' cock-shy." " Well, bear a hand then," said )ie, " or he'll be off; I won't wait a min-

ute."—Ha Ijbukton.
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Hand in hand—(a) with the hands joined; close together; linked in

friendly fasliion. P.

Now we are tottering down, John

;

But hand in hand we'll go,

And sleep together at the foot,

John Anderson, my jo.—Burns.

(h) in conjunction ; in unison. P.

They were unable to see how parochial affairs could go on unless they worked
hand in hand with the curate.—H. Conway.

To make, a poor hand at—to make little impression upon ; to make little

progress with. C.

Notwithstanding the captain's excessive joviality, he made but a poor hand at the

smoky tongue.

—

Dickens.

To make no hand of—to be unable to explain. C.

No, sir, I can make no hand of it; I can't describe him.—E. L. Stevenson.

To (jive one'-t hand upon anything—to pledge one's honour to fulfil a

promise. P.

The moment I choose, I can be rid of Mr. Hyde ; I give you my hand upon that

(promise you that solemnlj).—E. L. Stevenson.

On hand—in one's possession. P.

Last year I believe it was something awfnl
; you could see at the end of the season

how the mothers were beginning to pull long faces when they thought of having to

start off for Baden-Baden with a whole lot of unsaleable articles on hand.—Wm.
Black.

Hands.—To hold one's hands—to do nothing ; to refrain from inter-

fering. P.

So, with something of an ill grace, Lord Salisbury bade those of his inclining to

hold their hands, and the Land Bill of 1881 became law.

—

Justin M'Cabthy.

To lay hands on—to seize; to lay hold of. P,

Lay hands on the villain.

—

Shakespeare.

To shake hands with—to salute by grasping the hand. P.

The monarch is forced to shake hands with the very politicians who have just

brought before the House the abolition of the royal prerogative.

—

Ouida.

To have upon one's hands—to be responsible for ; to have charge of. C.

The son made various unsuccessful provisions for himself, and still continued on

his father's hands.—W. D. Howells.
^

Patty had all the business of the house upon her hands.—Maria Edgeworth.

To take off one's hands—to free from a burden. C.

No one will take Ugly Mug off my hands, even as a gift.—Florence Marbyat.

On all hands—everywhere. C.

I believe it's admitted on all hands that they (the young men at Oxford) know
what's good, and don't coddle themselves.

—

Dickens.
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Aly hands art full—I am very busy; I have plenty of work to do. C.

Robinson's hands were now full : he made brushes, and every day put some of them
to the test upon the floor and walls of the building.—C. Reade.

To chanrje hands—to go into the possession of another. P.

And so they haggled on for a little longer, but at the end of the interview Dandy
had changed hands, and was permanently engaged as a member of Mr. Punch's travel-

ling company.—F. Anstey.

Handle.—To (five a handle to—to supply with an occasion. P.

The defence of Vatinius gave a plausible handle (furnished a fair opportunity) for

some censure upon Cicero.—Melmoth.
As soon as it is known that we have kept the child here so strangely, we give a

handle to suspicion and scandal.—Hugh Conway.

To handle without mittens, or gloves—to treat without any superfluous

politeness or gentleness ; to attack vigorously. P.

He declares that it is time for the good and true men to handle the impostors with-

out gloves.

—

North American Review, 1S87.

A handle to one's name—a title. C.

Now he has got a handle to his name, and he'll live in clover all his life.—A.

Trollope.
Foster went forward into the forecastle as a common sailor and lost the handle to

his name (was no more addressed as Mr. Foster).—R. H. Dana, jun.

To go off the handle—to die. S.

My old gentleman means to be mayor, or governor, or president, or something or

other before he goes off the handle.—O. W. Holmes.

Handsome.— To do the handsome thing hy another jxi'son—to beliave

liberally towards him. P.

She hoped it would be a match, and that his lordship would do the handsome
thing by his nephew.

—

Fielding.

Handwriting.—The handivriting on the wall—tlie announcement of

an approaching catastrophe. P. See the Bible, Daniel v. 5-.31.

At the feast of Belsliazzar, the king of Baliylon, there " came forth

fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against tlie candlestick

upon the plaster of tlie wall of the king's palace : and the king saw
the part of the hand that wrote And this is the writing that was
written, Mene, Mene, Tehel, Upha7'sin. This is the interpretation of

the thing : 3Iene ; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and iinished

it. Tekel ; Thou art weighed in the balances, and found wanting.

Peres ; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.

In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain.

And Darius the Median took the kingdom."

Hang.—To hang fire—to delay the accomplishment; to come to no

decisive result. P.

The plot, too, which had been supported for four months by the sole evidence of

Gates, began to hang fire.- Gheen.
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To hatiij out—to lodge ; to live. S.

I say, old boy, where do you hang out?—Dickens.

To hail'/ ill chaina—to suspend a crimuial's body in an iron frame, as a

public spectacle. P.

They hanged hiin in chains for a show.—Tennyson.

To (jet the. haiuj of a thiiKj—to understand the general meaning, drift, or

principle of auytliing. F.

To haiiij by a thread—to be in a very precarious position or condition. V.

A sailor knows too well that his life hangs by a thread to wish to be often reminded

of it.—R. H. Dana, jun.

A ha)iij-do[i look—a guilty, depressed appearance. F.

" He, he !" tittered his friend, " you are so—so very funny !"

" I need be," remarked Kalph dryly, " for this is rather dull and chilling. Look a

little brisker, man, and not so hang-dog like."

—

Dickens.

Hank.—Hankfor hank—on equal terms. C.

If we become partners, it must be a hank-for-hank arrangement (an arrangement

where we shall have equal profits).

Happy.—Happy-go-lueky—improvident ; heedless. C.

In the happy-go-lucky way of his class.—C. Reade.

The hajipy despatch—suicide; a name commonly given to the Japanese

method. C.

It was to provide Lord Harry Brentwood with a seat (in Parliament) that I was

to commit this act of happy despatch (political suicide).

—

Mistletoe Bough, 1SS5.

Hard.—Hard as the nether millstone—very hard; unfeeling and obdu-

rate. P. Generally applied to human character.

\Ve in the wilderness are exposed to temptations which go some way to make us

silly and soft-hearted. Somehow, few of us are certain to keep our hearts as hard as

the nether millstone.

—

Kiiuiemth Century, 1S87.

A hard case—an irreclaimably bad person. C.

He was a fellow-clerk of mine, and a hard case.—R. L. Stevenson.

Hard and fast—securely. P.

" You can't mean Smike?" cried Miss Squeers, clapping her hands.

"Yes, I can, though," rejoined her father. "I've got him hard and fast."

—

Dickens.

To fjo hard with one. Said where any one fares ill or has bad luck. P.

It will go hard with poor Antonius.

—

Shakespeare.

"It shall (JO hard hut I will or if I do not—I shall most surely. P.

It shall go hard if Cambio go without her.—Shakespeare.
J5,ep.—Cambio shall certainly go with her.

' Hard by—in the immediate vicinity ; close to. P.

The news next obtained of the elephant was that he had killed several persons

hard 'by.—Chamhem'» Journal, 1887.
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Hard lines—harsh treatment ; uufortuuate couditious. C.

That was hard lines for me, after I had given up everything for the sake of getting

you an education which was to be a fortune to you.

—

George Eliot.

Hard up—having little money to pay one's debts ; in monetary diffi-

culties. C.

Every man in England who was hard up, or had a hard-up friend, wrote to liiui

for money in loan, with or without security.

—

Besaxt.

Hare.—As mad as a March hare—crazy; insane. P.

" Oh," said the admiral, " then he is mad?"
" As a March hare, sir. And I'm afraid putting him in irons will make him worse.

It is a case for a lunatic asylum."—C. Reade.

The hare's foot—the brush used by ladies for applying rouge. C.

The heart of poor dear Babs gave a bound which brought a colour into her face

brighter than that which the hare's foot had left.—Mrs. E. Lynx Lintox.

Hark.— To hark back—to return to a subject which has been dropped;

to begin again where one has left ofif. P.

Had they gone and told Silver, all might have turned out differently ; but they had

their orders, I suppose, and decided to sit quietly where they were and hark back

again to " Lilliburlero " (commence singing " Lilliburlero " again).—K. L. Stevenson.

Harness.—To die in harness—to continue at one's occupation until one's

death ; to refuse to retire from active life. C.

Nevertheless it was his (Lord Shaftesbury's) constant prayer that he might die in

harness, and his last years were full of unceasing activity.

—

Leisure Hour, 1SS7.

Harp.— To harp on the same sirimj—to continue speaking on the same

subject. C.

His mind, she thought, was certainly wandering, and, as often happens, it con-

tinued to harp on the same string.

—

James Payn.

Harum.—Harum-scarum—wild; reckless. C.

They had a quarrel with Sir Tliomas Newcome's own son, a harum-scarum lad, who
ran away, and then was sent to India.

—

Th.^ckeray.

Hash.—To settle a man's hash for him—to overthrow his schemes; to

ruin him. S.

At Liverpool she (the elephant) laid hold of Bernard, and would have settled his

hash for (killed) him, but Elliot came between them.—C. Eeade.

Haste.—The more haste the less spjeed—excessive haste is often the catise

of delay. C.

Women are " fickle cattle," I remember—I am sure my dear wife will excuse my
saying so in her presence—and " most haste " is often " worst speed " with them.

—

Florence Marryat.

Hat.—To hang up one^s hat in a house—to make oneself at home ; to

enter into occupation. F. Visitors usually carry their hats in their

hands when making a short visit ; to hang up the hat implies special

intimacy or a regular invitation.

" Eight linndred a year, and as nice a house as any gentleman could wish to hang

up his hat in," said Mr. Camming.—A. Trollops.
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To pcusis round (he. hat—to solicit subscriptions. C.

A bad hat—a good-for-nothing fellow. F.

There was a fellow in my Katie's family who was formerly in the army, and turned
out a very bad hat indeed.—Bf.sant.

>> Hatches.— To be under hatches—to be in ;i state of depression or

poverty ; to be dead. C.

AVell, he's dead now and under hatches.—R. L. Stevenson'.

Hatchet.— To bury the hatchet—to cease fighting; to become friendly.

C. A phrase borrowed from a Red Indian custom.

Dr. Andrew Marshall made it up with his adversary, and they lived un friendly

terms ever afterwards. AVIiy don't some of our living medici bury the hatchet with
a like effective ceremony?

—

Jeaffkeson.

To diij up the hatchet—to renew hostilities. C.

To take up the hatchet—to make war. C.

~'To throw the hatchet—to tell fabulous stories. F.

Haul.— To haul over the coals. See Coal.

To haul in with—to sail close to the wind, in order to approach more
closely an object. A nautical phrase.

To haul off—to sail close to the wind, in order to avoid an object.

A nautical phrase.

To haul round— (of the wuid) to shift to any point on the compass.

A nautical phrase.

To haul the wind—to turn the head of the ship nearer to that point from

which the wind blows. A nautical phrase.

Have.—To have at a person—to try to strike or hit him. C. A have-

at-him is a stroke or thrust.

And therefore, Peter, have at thee (I'll hit thee) with a downright blow.

—

Shake-
SI'EARE.

Well, come here and I U have at you in the vulgar tongue.—C. Reade.

To have at a thing—to begin it or attempt it. C.

Have at (I'll begin) it with you.—Shakespeare.

To have it out {with a person)—(a) to settle a disputed point ; to

challenge another because of some offence of which he has been

guilty. C.

I marched back to our rooms feeling savagely inclined to have it out with Forbes

for (demand from Forbes an explanation of) his selfishness and lack of consideration.
—Macmillan's Mwjaziae, 1SS7.

(6) to finish it ; to enjoy the rest of it. C.

During the remainder of the day Mr. Browdie was in a very odd and excitable

state; bursting occasionally into an cxi'losion of laughter, and then taking up liis

hat and running into the coachyard to have it out by himself.

—

Dickens.
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To have a care—to be cautious. C.

Have a care, Joe ; that girl is setting her cap at you.

—

Thackeray.

—/" To have nothing for it—to have no alternative. P.

He had nothing for it but to disperse his army.

—

Buetos.

He had like to have—he came near having. P.

Wherever the Giant came, all fell before him ; but the Dwarf had like to have

been (was nearly) kiUed more than once.—GoLD.SMirH.

HdiWk.

—

To know a hawk from a hernshaw—to be clever ; to be wide-

awake. C. A hernshaw is a kind of heron.

When the wind is southerly I know a hawk from a hernshaw (or handsaw).

—

Shakespeare.

Hawse.

—

To come in at the hawse-holes—to enter the navy at the lowest

grade. F.

Hay.

—

To make hay while the sun shines—to take every advantage of a

favourable opportunity. P.

If Patty had not been wise in her generation—if she had not made her hay while

the sun shone, and lined her nest while feathers were flying abroad—on the death of

her master she would have come to cruel ends.

—

Mrs. E. Lvxn Linton.

-^ Between hay and grass—in an unformed state; hobble-de-hoy. F. An
Americanism, said of youths between boyhood and manhood.

To make hay of—to throw into confusion ; to disturb. F.

Oh, father, you are making hay of my things.

—

Maria Edgewoeth.

Head.— ?'o have a head on one's shoiddei-s—to be possessed of judgment

and discretion. P.

To be sure, her father had a head on his shoulders, and had sent her to school,

contrary to the custom of the country.—C. Reade.

To eat his head off^(oi a horse) to do little or no work ; costing more in

food than he is worth. C.

It was my duty to ride, sir, a very considerable distance on a mare who had
been eating her head off (resting lazily in her stable).—Blackmobe.

To take it into one's head—to conceive a sudden notion. F. See T.\ke.

Francis had taken it into his head to stroll over to Whitestone's that evening.

To turn one's head—to make vain or unreasonable. C.

Well, he fairly turned Sail's head; the more we wanted her to give him up, the

more she wouldn't.

—

Halibukton.

To put out of one's head—to forget; to drive away the thought of. C.

Emma at last, in order to put the Martins out of her head, was obliged to hurry
on the news, which she had meant to give with so much caution.—Jane Austen.

Heads or tails ?—A cry used in tossing up a British coin. The face

side and the reverse side of the coin are known respectively as heads,
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(with reference to the Queen's bust stamped on that side), and as tails,

a term which has no particular significance.

If you come out heads (says C pps, addressing an old sixpence which he is about

to toss), little Ethy shall go ; if y m come out tails, I shall take it for a sign that we

ought to turn tail in (retreat from) this here job.—Blackmore.

To make neither head nor tail of anything—to be unable to understand

or find meaning in any statement or event. C.

You did say some queer things, ma'am, and I couldn't make head nor tail of what

you said.—Mrs. Olipha>t.

Over head and ears—completely. C.

Kit is over head and ears (in love), and she will be the same with him after that

fine rescue.

—

Blackmore.
He's over head and ears in debt.

—

Thackerav.

Head-over-heels—hurriedly ; before one has time to consider the matter.

C.
This trust which he had taken on him without thinking about it, head-over-heels.

in fact, was the centre and turning-point of his school life.

—

Hughes.

^To give the head to a horse—to allow it freedom. C.

He gave his able horse the head.

—

Shakespeare.

To let a man have his head—to allow him freedom. F. A phrase bor-

rowed from the last, and originally only applicable to a horse.

She let him have his head for a bit, and then, when he'd quite got accustomed to

the best of everything and couldn't live witliout it, she turned him into the street,

where there is no claret and no champagne.—Besant.

Head and shoidders—hy the height of the head and shoulders. C.

My son is head and shoulders taUer than his mother.

?' To come to a head—to ripen ; to approach completion. P.

The plot was discovered before it came to a head.

Head and front—the outstanding and important part. P.

"Your good conversation in Christ"-" As he who called you is holy, be ye holy

in all your conversation." This is the head and front of the matter with the writer.

—

M. Arnold.

Off one's head—crazy ; excited, and not under the guidance of one's

reason; delirious. C.

His three companions exchanged a second look of meaning, and one of the men
whispered to his mate, "He's clean off his head" (he is no longer sane).

—

All the

Year Round, 1SS7.

To buy or sell a jyroperty over out's head—to buy or sell \\-ithout con-

sulting the occupants. C.

Now liis return to Beaton Brows, his crafty purcliase of Mock Beggar over their

heads, and his reputed wealth, bid fair to poison the whole stream of social life for

them.

—

Mrs. E. Lv.vx Ltntox.
" What will become of Ked Windows? "

" It will be sold over my head."—C7i,am*er8'« Journal, 1S8S.
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To keep one's head above water—to avoid bankruptcy. C.

He is not, like our friend Sir Hyacinth O'Brien, forced to sell tongue and brains

and conscience to keep his head above water.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

Heap.—Struck all of a heap—completely astonished. F.

I thought he'd fainted too; he was so struck all of a heap.

—

Haliburton.

Hear.—To hear tell of—to hear by report ; to be informed of. F.

I never heard tell of a man becoming a dressmaker.

—

Haliburton.

Heart.—To take heart—to become hopeful; to feel encouraged. P.

It is difficult for the farmer, particularly in some districts of Fife, to take heart

after the experience of the last few days with their ceaseless torrents.

—

St. Andrews
Citizen, 1S8G.

To take anything to heart—to feel deeply pained about anythmg. P.

I would not shame you by seeming to take them to heart or treat them earnestly

for an instant.—Dickens.

To break one's heart—to die of disappointment; to be mortally disap-

pointed ; to cause bitter grief or sorrow to one.

He (Lord Aberdeen) entered into the Crimean War, and it broke his heart (caused

his death from grief).—M. Arnold.
But his friend talked, and told the other officers how Greaves had been jilted, and

was breaking his heart (dying of grief).—C. Reade.

In one's heart of hearts—in the inmost recesses of the heart
;
privately

;

secretly. P.

In his lieart of hearts he feared lest there might be some flaw in the young man's
story.—James Payn.

To carry or wear one's heart upon one's sleeve—to expose one's inmost

thoughts to one's neighbours. P.

In his youth, and in his unreserved intercourse with his sisters, he (Beaconsfield)

would have appeared to carry a warm heart upon his sleeve (displayed unreservedly

inner feelings of kindness).

—

Edinbunjli Revieiv, 1SS6.

'Tis not long after

But I will wear my heart upon my sleeve

For daws to peck at.

—

Shakespeare.
Note.—By "daws" are meant captious, ill-natured people.

Heart and soul—enthusiastically. P.

He went into the scheme heart and soul (with enthusiasm).

His heart is in the right place—he is of a kindly and sympathetic dis-

position. C. See Right.

To have at heart—to be deeply interested in. P.

What a touching attachment that is which these poor fellows show to any one
who has their cause at heart—even to any one who says he has.

—

Thackeray.

To r/ef or learn by heart—to commit to memory. P.

She fell to Laughing like one out of their right mind, and made me say the name
of the bog over, for her to get it by lieart, a dozen times.

—

Maria Edgeworth.
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To liave one's heart in one's month—to be frightened or startled. C.

"Old Thady," said my master just as he used to do, "how do you do?"
"Very well, I thank your lionour's honour," said I; but I saw he was not well

pleased, and my heart was in my mouth as I walked along with him.—Maria
Edgeworth.

Heart whole—not in love. C.

No young woman could reject such an offer without consideration, if she were
heart whole.

—

Florence Maruyat.

To fake heart of <jrace—to feel one's courage revive. C.

At length Mr. Turner, taking heart of grace, ventured to doubt whether the doings

described would have been tolerated by any head-master worthy of his high and re-

sponsible post.—W. E. NORRIS.
I told him I was come to the Queensferry on business, and, taking heart of grace,

asked him to direct me to the house of Mr. Eankeillor.—R. L. Stevex.son.

His heart sank into his boots—he lost hope or courage ; he became deeply

disheariened. C.

Perhaps it was this—perhaps it was the look of the island, with its gray melan-
choly woods, and wild stone spires, and the surf that we could both see and hear

foaming and thundering on the steep beach—at least, although the sun shone bright

and hot, and the shore birds were fishing and crying all around us, and you would
have thought any one would have been glad to land after being so long at sea, my
heart sank, as the saying is, into my boots ; and from that first look onward, I hated
the very thought of Treasure Island.—E. L. Stevenson.

After one's own heart—just such as one likes ; dear to one. P.

It was, indeed, a representative gathering after the Talberts' own heart.—Hugh
Conway.

Out of heart—heavy ; sodden. C.

The tillage-ground had been so ill managed by his predecessor that the land was
what is called quite out of heart.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

Heaven.—In the seventh heaven—in a state of intense delight or exalta-

tion. P.

William Henry, for his part, was in the seventh heaven .... Those days at Stratford

were the happiest days of his life.

—

James Payn.

Good heavens !—an exclamation of surprise. C.

Sir Henry Steele broke in loudly, " Good heavens ! well, he is an extraordinary

man."—C. Eeade.

Heavy.—Heavy in hand—deficient m verve; requiring to be urged on.

C. A phrase originally used in drivmg.

He was a kind, honest fellow, though rather old-fashioned, and just a trifle heavy
in hand.

—

James Payn.

TS.Qe\s.—Laid by the heels—(a) prostrated. F
When a very active man is s'

there are sure to be some who r(

^Jj) put under arrest. F

When a very active man is suddenly laid by the heels, sad as the dispensation is,

there are sure to be some who rejoice in it.

—

Blaok.more.
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To talce to one's heels—to run off. F.

Timotliy's Bess's Ben first kicked out vigorously, then took to his heels (scampered
away), and sought refuge behind his father's legs.

—

Geokge Eliot.

Down at heels, or out at heels—having bad or untidy shoes; in poor cu'-

cunistances. C.

I am almost out at heels (in very low circumstances).

—

Shakespkaee.
Sneak into a corner. . . .down at heels and out at elbows.

—

Darrell.

To cool or Ickh one's heels—to be made to wait when calling upon some
great personage. C.

We cooled our heels during the ordinary and inevitable half-hour.—G. A. Sala.
I have been waiting, kicking my heels since the train came in.

—

Sarah Tytler.

To tread upon the heels—to follow closely. P.

One woe doth tread upon another's heels (follows another closely).—Shakespeare.

Achilles' heel—the only vulnerable part. P. When Thetis dipped her

son in the river Styx to make him invuhieiable, she held him by the

heel, and the part covered by her hand was the only part not washed

by the water.

Hanover is the Achilles' heel (only assailable point) to invulnerable England.

—

Carlyle.

To kick up the heels—to die. F.

His heels he'U kick up,

Slain by an onslaught fierce of hickup.

—

Robert Browning.

To come ov follow upon the heels of—to follow closely; immediately suc-

ceeding. P.

Bread, I believe, has always been considered first, but the circus comes closejipon

its heels.

—

Coatcmporarij Review, 1S87.

Exp.—The multitude cries first for food, but soon it demands amusements.
The news of the sudden decease of old Mr. Caresfoot, of the discovery of Philip's

secret marriage and the death of his wife.. ..and of many other things, that were
some of them true and some of them false, following as they did upon the heels of

the great dinner-party, and the announcement made thereat, threw the country-side

into an indescribable ferment.—H. R. Hago.^rd.

To get the heels of another—to outstrip him. F.

O rare Strap, thou hast got the heels of me at last.

—

Smollett.

To show the heels to—to outstrip. P.

My impatience has shown its heels to my politeness.—R. L. Stevenson.

To show a liijht pair of heels—to abscond. F.

The day after the discovery of the fraud, Stanton thought it prudent to show a liglit

pair of heels.

Helter.—Helter-skelter—in haste and confusion. C.

Colley held up a white handkerchief in his hand, and Bvoytonback fired, and
down went the g'^noral all of a heap, and tlun they all ran helter-skelter dowu the

iilU.—H. R. Haggard.
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Hen.—Like a hen on a hot girdle—very restless. F.

To sell one^s hens on a rainy day—to sell at a disadvantage, or fool-

ishly. F.

"Xever mind our son," cried my wife. "Depend upon it, lie knows wliat he is

about. I'll warrant, we'll never see him sell his hens of a rainy day. I have seen

him buy such bargains as would amaze one."

—

Golds.mitu.

Hercules.—Hercuh'i' labour.f. Hercules, the mythical strong man of

Greece, performed twelve hibours or tasks, requiring enormous

strength, for his brother Eurystheus. P. See Augean.

That, too, is on the list of Hercules' labours, Peter mine.

—

Charles Kingsley.

Here.—^'either here nor there—of no importance. C.

" Touching what neighbour Batts has said," he began in his usual slow and stead-

fast voice, "it may be neither here nor there."

—

Bl.ackmore.

Here and there—scattered about thinly ; occurring at rare mtervals. P.

I wind about, and in and out,

With here a blossom saiUng,

And here and there a lusty trout.

And here and there a grayling.

—

Tent^tson.

The Unitarians are, perhaps, the great people for taking what here and there

on the surface seems to conflict most with common sense, arguing that it cannot be

in the Bible, and getting rid of it.—M. Arnold.

Here's to you—I drink to your good health. C. A somewhat old-

fashioned phrase, used before drinking a glass of wine or cordial with

a friend.

Here's to budgets, bags, and wallets !

Here's to all the wandering train !

—

Burns.
J?.rp.—The poet calls upon his hearers to flU their glasses and drink to the health

of all joUy beggars.

Herod.—To out-Herod Herod—to be more outrageous than the most

outrageous ; to pass all bounds ; to rant. P. Herod was the bluster-

ing tjTant of the Old English mystery plays. See Shakespeare's

Hamlet, act iii. sc. 2.

But Lord Randolph out-Herods Herod in the opposite direction.

—

Fortnightly Re-

vUk, 1SS7.

There is nothing like giving a romp credit for a little boldness. To keep up her

character she wiU out-Herod Herod.—Beacossfield.

Hie.—Hicjacet—two Latin words, signifying Here lies, which frequently

begin the inscription on a tombstone. P. Inscriptions were formerly

very commonly couched in Latin.

On each brutal brow was plainly written the hlc jacet of a soul dead within.— E.

Bella Mv.

Hide-and-seek.—To play hide-and-seek vntJi any one—to seem to elude

his pursuit. F. Hide-and-seek is a children's game, in whicli one

hides and the others try to find him, or vice verscl.
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Indeed, the time passed so lightly in this good company that I began to be almost
reconciled to my residence at Shaws; and nothing but the sight of my uncle and his

eyes playing hide-and-seek with mine revived the force of my distrust.—E. L.

Stevenson.

High.—Oil high—aloft; in or to heaven. P.

The lark mounts up on high (to heaven).

—

Shakespeare.
Thy seat is up on high (aloft).

—

Shakespeare.

High jinhs—uproarious fun
;
great sport. F.

There he found the eleven at high jinks after supper, Jack Eaggles shouting comic
songs and performing feats of strength.

—

Hughes.

High and dry—out of the water ; in a dry place ; safe. P.

Just where the eastern curve begins stands Kingscliff, a cluster of white cottages,

fronted by a white beach, whereon some half-dozen of stout fishing-smacks are hauled
up high and dry.

—

Good Words, 1SS7.

High time—fully time. P. Used where a limit of time has been

reached, and it is necessary to delay no more.

It was now high time (very necessary) to retire and take refreshment against tlie

fatigues of the following day.—Goldsmith.

High words—an angry discussion. P.

Their talk that day had not been very pleasant ; words, very like high words, had
passed between them.

—

George Eliot.

To be on the high horse or the high rojKs; to ride the high horse—to have

a haughty demeanour ; to be overbearing. F.

Yes, I went there the night before last, but slie was quite on tlie high ropes about
something, and was so grand and mysterious that I couldn't make anything of her.

—

Dickens.
He's an amusing fellow, and I've no objection to his making one at the Qyster

Club; but he's a bit too fond of riding the high horse (of being arrogant).—George
Eliot.

High-falufin'—in a pretentious style
; pompous. S.

His enemies have done their best to enlighten her as to the hollowness of his

high-falutin' professions.

—

EdinMirgh Review, 1SS2.

With a high hand—imperiously ; arrogantly. P.

Mr. Tolair would have carried his mission with a very high liand if he had not

been disconcerted by the very unexpected demonstrations with which it had been
received.

—

Dickens.

A high tea—" tea"—the evening meal—witli meats and solid food. F.

Miss Gray need not trouble about dress; she always looked nice. That serge she
was wearing would do capitally, if she did not grudge it, for sauntering about the
fields and garden, being pulled about by the children, and sharing their dinner and
high tea.—Sarah Tvtleu.

Hinges.—Off the hinges—in disorder ; in a disturbed state. C.

At other times they are quite off the hinges, yielding themselves up to the w.ay of

their lusts and passions.

—

Sharpe.
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Hip.—Hip and thiijh—iii no half-hearted way ; showing no mercy. P.

"Protestants, I mean," says he (the priest), "are by the ears a-drivin' away at

each other the whole blessed time, tooth and nail, hip and thigh, hammer and
tongs."— Haliburtox.

To smite hip and (hi<jh—to overthrow with great slaughter. C.

" \Ve shall smite them hip and thigh " (defeat them utterly), he cried.—H. Cokwav.
It was that seventeen pounds to Grobury the baker, for flour, which made the

butcher so fixedly determined to smite the poor clergyman liip and thigli.—A.

Trollope.

To have on the hip—to gain the advantage over in a struggle. C. A
wrestling phrase.

If I can catch him once upon the hip,

I will feed fat the ancient grudge I bear him.

—

Shakespeare.
How would Crawley look at him—Crawley, who had already once liad him on the

hip?—A. Trollope.

Hit.—To hit off—to describe in a terse and clever manner. C.

Goldsmith concocted a series of epigrammatic sketches, under the title of Re-

taliation, in which the characters of his distinguished intimates were admirably hit

off with a mixture of generous praise and good-humoured raillery.—AV. Irving.

To hit it off together—to agree; to suit each other. C.

You should have seen Kemble and him together; it was as good as any play.

Tliey don't hit it off together so weU (find each other so congenial) as you and I do.
-^James Pavn.

To hit the nail on the head—to speak appositely; to touch the exact

point in question. P.

We have already had Quintilian's witness, how right conduct brings joy And
Bishop Wilson, always hitting the right nail on the head in matters of this sort, re-

marks that, "If it were not for the practical difficulties attending it, \'irtue would
hardly be distinguishable from a land of sensuality."—JI. Arnold.

To hit upon—to light upon ; to discover. P.

I can never liit on's (recall exactly his) name.

—

Shakespeare.
I have hit upon (discovered) such an expedient.

—

Goldsmith.

To hit o?<<—to strike with the fists straight from the shoulder ; to box

in a serious fashion. P.

Hither.—Hither and thither—in various directions ; to and fro. P.

H.M.S.—H.M.S.—an abbreviation for Her Majesty's ship, or Her
Majesty's ser\'ice. P.

Hob.—Hoh and noh, or hoh-voh. A phrase used of companions drinking

together in a friendly fashion. F. Hence the verl) to hoh-iioh, or

to hoh-and-noh.

"Have anotlier glass ?" — " With you, liob-and-nob," returned the sergeant.

—

DlfKENS.
I have seen him and liis poor companion Imb-iuid-nobbing together.—Th.vckerav.
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Hobby.— To ride a hobby—to follow a favourite pursuit, or introduce a

favourite subject into conversation with a childish eagerness. P.

Nevertheless, some ladies have hobbies which they ride with considerable persist-

ence. Mrs. Jennynge's hobby was a sort of hearse-horse, for it consisted in a devo-
tion to the memory of her late second husband.

—

James Pay.x.

To ride a hobby to death—to weary people utterly with one's peculiar

notions on a subject. P.

Hobson.—Hobsoii's choice—no choice at all. C. Said to be derived

from the name of a Cambridge livery-stable keeper, who insisted on
each customer taking the horse that was nearest the door.

No university man would ride him, even upon Hobson's choice (If he could get no
other to ride).

—

Blackmore.

Hocus-pocus.—Hocus-jwcus—deception; underhand dealing. F. Said

to be a play on the words Hoc est corpus, used in tlie Mass.

Our author is playing hocus-pocus (hoodwinking his readers) in the very similitude

he takes from that juggler.

—

Bentley.
The hostess was too adroit at that hocus-pocus of the table which often is prac-

tised in cheap boarding-houses. No one could conjure a single joint through a
greater variety of forms.

—

Washington Irving. ,

Hog.—To go the lohole hog—to have everything that can be got ; to

refuse to be satisfied with merely a portion. American slang.

But since we introduced the railroads, if we don't go ahead it's a pity. We never

fairly knew what going the whole hog was till then.

—

Haliburton.

Hoist.—Hoist with or by one's oion petard—destroyed by one's own
machinations, framed for the destruction of others. P. See Shake-

speare's Hamlet, act iii. sc. 4.

It's too disastrous a victory. I'm hoist by my own petard—caught in my own
mouse-trap.—W. D. Howells.

Hoity.—Hoity-toity. An exclamation signifying that the person ad-

dressed has been speaking or acting petulantly and absurdly. C.

" Hoity-toity !" cries Honour; " madam is in her airs, I protest."

—

Fielding.

Hold.—To hold by—to support; to approve of. C.

Even the paterfamilias who did not hold by stage plays made an exception in hon-

our of the Bard of Avon.—James Payn.

To holdforth—to speak in public, generally in praise of something. P.

A pretty conjurer, telling fortunes, held forth in the market-iilace.

—

L'Estrakue.
The small boys, who are great speculators on the prowess of their elders, used to

hold forth to (harangue) one another about Williams's great strength.— IluuiiES.

To hold off—to remain at a distance; to refuse to join m any under-

taking. P.

If you love me, hold not off.—Shakespeare.
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To hold on—to last ; to continue. P.

The trade held on (continued) for many years after the bishops became Protestants.

—Swift.

To hold out—to offer resistance ; not to suecunib or yield.

A consumptive person may hold out (not succumb to the disease) for years.

—

Ar-
BUTHNOT.

To hold good—to be valid ; to be applicable. P.

No man will be banished, and banished to the torrid zone, for nothing. Tho rule

holds good with respect to (is valid for) the legal profession.—Macaula v.

To hold in play—to keep fully occupied with secondary matters while

the attention is diverted from the main point at issue. P.

Grouchy was to hold the Prussians in play until the emperor had routed WeUirgton.

To hold one's own—to contend successfully; to maintain what one is

straggling for. P.

So far as silent maledictions were concerned, no profanity of theirs could hold its

own against the intensity and deliberation with which he expressed betweuu his

teeth bis views in respect to their eternal interests.

—

Dmnocracij.

Moreover, with all her retiring ways, she was always quite capable of holding her

own.—Wm. Black.

To hold icater—to bear close inspection. C. A phrase generally used

negatively.

Tales had gone about respecting her. Nothing very tangible ; and perhaps they

would not have held water.

—

Mrs. Henry Wood.

To hold in check—to restrain ; to control. P.

We should find difliculty in suppljing an army of eight thousand men at Kanda-
har, which would be sufficient to hold in check the advance of one hundred thousand

Russians from the Caucasus.

—

Fortnightly Review, 1SS7.

"N'either to hold nor to bind—in a state of ungovernable excitement. C.

"I tell you in turn," said the young man, who was neither to hold nor to bind,

simply because something had been said about his wife
—

" I tell you in turn tliat I

mean to contest the seat all the same ; and what is more, by the Lord Harry I mean
to win it."

—

Wm. Black.

Hole.—Hole-and-corner—secret ; underhand. C.

But such is the wretched trickery of hole-and-corner Buffery.

—

Dickens.
No one could say that it.was a hole-and-corner business, far less that the assembly

was packed (filled with confederates).—James Payn.

/;* a hole—in a difficult position. F.

How he is going to prove that, I want to know I've got him in a hole, you'll see.

—Justin M'Carthy.
There is little manoeuvring for position and putting the other party in a hole.—

The Nation, May 1, 1800.

In the hole. A phrase used in playing cards to signify that the player

has made a minus score.

11
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Holy.—Holy water—wa.teT blessed by the priests of the Roman Catholic

and Greek Churches. Catholics keep it in their houses, and use it on

getting up, on retiring to rest, and when about to go on a journey.

It is generally placed in stone basins or fonts at the entrance of

churches, and is sprinkled on the worshippers at some of the more

important services of the Church.

Home.—At home—familiar; on easy terms. C.

There was admiration, and more even than admiration, in his eyes. It was a beau-

tiful expression that I cannot define or put into words that made me feel at home
(friendly) with him at once.—r/ie Argosy, ISSG.

An ^' at home"—a reception or entertainment given in the afternoon

or evening. P.

Now it so happened that Mr. Yates the manager was going to give an entertain-

ment he called his at homes, and this took but a small orchestra.—C. Eeade.

To he " at home " to x>eoph—to be ready to receive visitors. C.

" Sir Charles Bassett
!

" trumpeted a servant at the door, and then waited, prudently,

to know whether this young lady, whom he had caught blushing so red with one

gentleman, would be at home to another.—C. Eeade.

To bring a thing home to peoj)le—to say something which interests

people, and the meaning of which they fully grasp. P.

" You're like the wood-pigeon ; it says do, do, do all day, and never sets about anj

work Itself." That's bringing it home to people (a saying which rouses the attention

of people).—Geokge Eliot.

To come home to a 2}erson—to reach one's conscience ; to touch one's

heart. C.

I've heard a good deal of the clerks out of place, and now it comes homo to me.—
Besant.

To make oneself at home—to act as if one were in one's own house. F.

" Do untie your bonnet-strings, and make yourself at home. Miss Nipp-r, please,"

entreated Jemima.— DicKE>f-<.

To bring oneself home—^to recover what one has previously lost. F.

He is a little out of cash just now. . ..However, he has taken a very good road to

bring himself home again, for we pay him very handsomely.—Madamk D'Arblav.

Owe's long hojne—the grave. P.

Whatever you can see in cold water to run after it so, I can't think. If I was to

flood myself like you, it would soon float me to my long home (cause my death).—

C. Reade.

Honour.—Honour bright?—do yoti pledge your word for it? F. A
phrase used when a man wishes to be perfectly sure that he is not

going to be deceived. It is also used in affirmations to mean, " I do

pledge my word solemnly."

" I do not mean to marry Mr. Jacorab, if that is what you mean."—" No I Honour
bright?"—"Wm. Black.

" Was it written in joke, pray?"—" No, that's the best of it," returned the actor;

"right down earnest — Iioiiour bright."— Dioken's.
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An affair of honour—a dispute involving a duel. P.

He had to leave London owing to a fatal result from an affair of honour in which

he was concerned.

A dfht of honour—a debt incurred at play, whicli cannot be recovered

by legal process, and is therefore considered more binding in tlie

social code of laws. P.

He had all along meant to pay his father's debts of honour ; but the moment the

law was taken c f him, there was an end of honour, to be sure.

—

Maria EDiiEwoiirii.

A point of honour—a scruple arising from delicacy of feeling. P.

" I will not," said Lochiel, " break the ice. That is a point of honour with me."

—

Macaulay.

Honours of war—tlie privilege gi-anted to a defeated army to march out

of a town or a camp with colours flying. P.

The same day, at one p.m., arrived a letter from General Stiels, granting permission

to the officers to retain their swords, and to the army the honours of war.

—

Edinhuryh
Ikvieu; 18SG.

The honours rested with him—he was the most successful. P.

The honours of the evening wovild have rested with Ratcliffe, had lie not lowered
himself again to his ordinary level.—Edinburgh Review, ISS:?.

To do the honours—to act as host or hostess at an entertainment. C.

Afterwards Miss Amelia did the honours of the drawing-room.—Thackeray.

Hoof.

—

To beat or pad the hoof—to walk. F.

Charles Bates expressed his opinion that it was time to pad the hoof.—Dickens.

Hook.—By hook or by croolc—by some means or other ; through some

device. C.

"I do not tliink," he replied coldly, after an unpleasant pause, "that William
Henry cares much about Shakespeare ; but he has probably asked for his holiday thus

early in hopes that, by hook or by crook, he may get another one later on."—James
Paym.

OffththooJcs— (a) in disorder ; flurried. S.

While Sheridan is off the hooks.

And friend Delany at his books.

—

Swift.

(h) dead; no longer in existence. S.

The attack was so sharp that Matilda, as his reverence expressed it, was very
nearly off the hooks.

—

Thackeray.

On ont's own hook—independently ; on one's own responsibility. F,

The very eye-glass, which headed the cane he carried so jauntily in his hand, was
out of keeping with their eye-glasses, and looked like some gay young lens who had
refused to be put into spectacles, and was winking at life on its own hook.

—

James
Pavn.

To hook it—to run away. R.

Every school-boy knows that the lion has a claw at the end of his tail with which

he lashes him.self into fury. When the experienced hunter sees him doing that, he,

so to speak, "hooks it."—H. Kinoslev.
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Hop.—To hop the twi<j—to die. See Kick the Bucket.

Horn.— To draw in one's horns—to be reticent or timid. C.

"This is not his oi)inion," said the doctor dryly, who having been betrayed into

frankness by the other's seeming acquaintance with the subject in question, now
once more seemed inclined to draw in his horns.

—

James Payn.

To show OJie's horns—to show signs of a devilish natiire. C. " Hornie" is

a popular name for the devil, whose characteristics, according to the

popular conception, are his horns, his tail, and his cloven feet.

" A fine day, Mr. Burchell."
" A very fine day, doctor; thougli I fancy we shall have some rain by the shooting

of my corns" (callosities on the feet).

"The shooting of your horns?" cried my wife in a loud fit of laughter.—Gold-
smith.
Exji.—Mrs. Primrose suggests by her remark that Mr. Burchell had a devilish

nature.

To he on or between the horns of a dilemma—to be in a position of extreme

difficulty, from which there seems no way of escape. P.

"We never cared for the money," said Mrs. Corey. "You know that."

"No; and now we can't seem to care for the loss of it. That would be still

worse. Either horn of the dilemma gores us."—W. D. Howells.
Mr. Jeaffreson does not see that his argument brings him between the horns of a

dilemma.

—

Atheyueum, 12th November 1SS7.

The " Tabbies" were on the horns of a dilemma.—Hugh Conway.

The horn of ple.nty—'o. horn wa-eathed and filled to overflowing with

flowers, corn, fruit—the symbol of prosperity and peace. P. Known
by the Latin name cornucopia. The goddess Ceres is frequently

pictured with it.

Nature, very oddly, when the horn of plenty is quite empty, always fills it with

babies.—Besant.

ffis horn is exalted—he is proud and happy. P. A Scriptural phrase.

As he paced the walks with Amy Shillibeer, and caused that young person's horn

to be exalted for hope that his flirting chaff' meant serious business, he heard notii-

ing to which he could object.—Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

To loiver one^s horn—to humiliate oneself ; to condescend. P.

" If we could prevail on him to abandon this insane affair," said my Lady .lane,

with the sublime self-forgetfulness of pride wlien it has lowered its horn as it skirted

by ruin, and now raises it again as it touches success.

—

Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

Hornet.— To bring or raise a hornets' nest about one's ears—to cause a

host of critics or enemies to rise up against one. C.

The chief offenders for the time were flogged and kept in bounds ; but the victori-

ous ijarty had brought a nice hornets' nest about their ears.

—

Hughes.

Horrors.— The horrors—the symptoms of delirium tremens. C.

" It's a strange place," said the squatter at length, speaking softly, as though loath

to break the curious stillness. " It's enough to give one the Iiorrors."— .1?^ the Year

Round, 1SS7.
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Hors.— Ilor.'i de comhat—rendered useless for fighting; disabled. P.

A French phrase.

If the Board schoolmaster was placed hnrs de cowhat by professional scruples and

professional fatigue, the same reservation might have applied etiuully to Bennet

Gray.—Sakau Tvtlek,

Horse.—A horse-laiujh—a coarse, unmeaning laugh. P.

One night, Mr. Yates being funnier than usual, if possible, a single horse-laugh

suddenly exploded among the fiddles.—C. Reade.

^^0 flo<_i a (lead horse—to agitate for tlie revival of a creed that is

extinct. C.

Arguing against Tom Paine is like flogging a dead horse.

Horse-play—rough amusement. C.

To be sure it was a boy, not a man, and child's-play is sometimes preferred by the

theatre-going world even to horse-play.—C. Eeade.

To take horse—to journey on horseback. P.

He took horse to the Lake of Constance, which is formed by the entry of tlie

Khine.

—

Addison.

- One-horse—mean ; petty ; in a small way. F. An Americanism.

The former (steam circus) was literally a one-horse, or rather one-pony concern,

for a patient little quadruped plodded round in the centre.

—

Harper's Marjnzine,

Ma rch ISSS.

Oh, well, Rhode Island is a one-horse state, where everybody pays taxes and goes

to church.—Wm. Black.

Oil o)ie\s hitjh horse—puffed-up; arrogant. F.

Well, the colonel does seem to be on his high horse, ma'am.—W. D. Howells.

Host.—To reckon or cou7it without oite's host—to calculate without con-

sidering fully the practicability of any plan. P.

His feelings, in fact, were precisely the same as those on which Mr. Harris had
counted—without his host (rashly).—.James Payn.
Napoleon had reckoned without his host as regards the position to be assumed by

the South German nationalities.

—

IllustTcded London Nevjs, 1887.

Hot.—Hot -foot—quickly. C.

The stream was deep here, but some fifty yards below was a shallow, for wliicli he

made off hot-foot.

—

Hughes.

In hot u-ater—in a state of trouble or worry. C.

He was far oftener in disgrace than Richard, and kept me, I may say, in continual

hot water, wondering what extraoulinary trick he would take it into his head to

play next.

—

Annie Keakv.

Hour.—At the eleventh hour—just in time and no more to obtain an ad-

vantage. P.

At the eleventh hour he is uompelkd to take the last chance applicant.— .\uciUSTUS

Jessopi".
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The small hottrs—the morning hours after midnight. C.

He was just playing that last rubber which possesses such elastic attributes, and Las

kept many a better man up to the small hours (out of bed until one or two o'clock),

who otherwise makes it a ijrinciple to be in bed by ten o'clock.

—

James Payx.

To keej) good hours—to return home at an early hoiu' every evening;

not to be abroad at night. C.

The landlady said she would have no lodger who did not keep good ij u'-..

Ill an evil hour—under the influence of an unhappy inspiration ; acting

from an unfortunate impulse ; ui an unlucky moment. P.

In an evil hour he consented to give his son a latch-key.

House.—-4 house-to-honse visitation—a series of visits made to neigh-

bouring houses in regular succession. P.

I am struck more and more with the amount of disease and death I see around me
in all classes, which no sanitary legislation whatsoever could touch, unless you had a

house-to-house visitation of a Government officer.—C. Kinosley.

To keep house—(a) to maintain a separate establishment. P.

My mother no longer keeps house, but lives with her married daughter.

(b) to manage domestic aifairs ; to act as housekeeper. P.

When my dear brother was alive (I kept house for him, Miss ^^^ickleby), we had to

supper once a week two or three young men.—UicKtNs.

To Jceep open house—to be hospitable to all comers. P.

Everybody in the country knew the colonel, and everybody knew Drinkwater
Torm, and everybody who had been to the colonel's for sevei-al years past (and that

was nearly everybody in the county, for the colonel kept open house), knew Polly.

—

Harper's Monthly, 1SS6.

To <ryfrom the house-toj^s—to announce to the public. P. An Easfern

phrase. The roofs of the houses in Syria and the neighbouring

countries are flat, and are used in the evenings as family resorts.

Gabriel, rousing himself now and again to listen, heard nothing that might nut

have been cried from the house-tops.—D. Christie Murray'.

House of call—a house where workmen of a particular trade meet, and

where those in need of workmen can engage their services. V.

The inn served as a house of call for farmers returning from Exeter market.

Like a house on fre—very rapidly and easily; "swimmingly." F.

He has, besides, got liis favourite boots on, and feels equal to almost any social

emergency, so he is making the agreeable to the heiress with tliat degree of origin-

ality so peculiarly his own, and getting on, as he thinks, like a house on lire.—G. J.

Wuyte-Melville.
" Yes," said Jeremiah exultantly ;

" I'm getting on like a house on fire."—B. L.

Farjeon.

How.—Hoio much ?—a satirical expression, implying that the person

who is addressed has used an absurilly learned phrase. S.

" The plant id of the gpnu' Asch-plithiccc, tribe Stapclie(e."~" (Ijuus Low muuh ;

'
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Hundred

Hoio is that for hifjh ?—a vulgar phrase used after the telling of some
wondei'ful story. S.

Mr. Berry casually remarks, "I've hanged one hundred and thirteen convicts, and
only attended one inquest, when the convict's head was separated from his body,
and I had to explain how the xmfortunate accident occurred." How is that for liifjli ?

Truly, it must be a profitable business that admits of such state and dignity in a

hangman.

—

St. Andrews Citizen, 1SS9.

Hub,— The huh of (he solar xi/.ftem or of the tmirerse—the central city

of the world. A name often applied in jest to Boston, ]\Iassachu-

setts. F.

Boston State-House is the hub of the solar system. You couldn't pry that out of

a Boston man if you had the tire of all creation straightened out for a crowbar.—O.

\V. HOLME-S.

Calcutta swaggers as if it were the hub of the universe. —Daily News, ISSG.

Hue.—Jfite and cry—a clamour in pursuit of an offender. P.

A hue and cry hath followed certain men into this house.—Shakespeare.
The Dodger and his accomplished friend. Master Bates, joined in the hue and cry

which was raised at Oliver's heels.

—

Dickexs.

Huff.— To take the huff—to be offended; to be sulky. F.

Suppose he takes the huff, and goes to some other lawyer.—C. Keade.

Hug.— To hu<j the shore—to keep close to the shore. P.

\Ve were afraid to venture out to sea, and decided to hug the shore.

To huij oneself—to chuckle with satisfaction. F.

He hugged himself at the idea of their discomfiture.

Hum.— To hum and haw—to hesitate in speaking. C.

There came a pause, which, after humming and hawing a little, Philip was the first

to break.—H. R. Hacjgard.

Humble.— To eat humhle-jne—to apologize abjectly. P. Humble,
mumble, or umble pie was made from the umbles or entrails of the

deer, and fell to the lot of the inferiors at a feast.

With the greatest alacrity the malcontents in France, the old Constitutional party,

take up your parable. "France is eating humble-pie!'' they scream out; "the
tyrant is making France cat humble-pie ! France is humiliated ! France is suffocat-

ing!"—M. Ar.vold.

Hundred.—^ot a hundred miles off or from. A phrase often used to

avoid a direct reference to any place. C. The place itself or its im-

mediate neighbourhood is always intended. It therefore is equal

to " very near " or " very close to."

Scene—chemist's shop, not a hundred miles from Dumfries. Enter small girl with

a bottle of cod-liver oil purcliased ou the previous day. Small girl: "If ye please,

- sir, will ye tak' this back ? The man canua tak' it, for he dee'd last nicht."

—

St.

Andrews Citizen, 18S7.

^x;).—Small girl: "If you please, sir, will you take this back? The man cannot

take it, for he died last night."
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The plirase is also used of events not far distant in time.

From all of which wise reflections the reader will gather that our friend Arthur
was not a hundred miles off an awkward situation.—H. R. Haggard.

Hungry.—As hungry as a hau-k—very hungry. C.

I made a hearty supper, for I was as hungry as a liawk.—E. L. Stevenson.

Hunks.—An old hunks—a niggardly, mean fellow. S.

" Not one word for me in his will.... A hunks," replied Mr. Bunker; " a miserly

hunks."

—

Besant.

Husband.—The husbands' boat. A name given to the Saturday boat

from London which brings down to Margate during the summer sea-

son the fathers whose families are at the sea-coast. C.

I never shall forget the evening when we went to the jetty to see the 'usbands' boat

come in.

—

The Mistletoe Bough, 1SS5.

Ship-husband—a sailor who dislikes to quit liis vessel when in port. F.

He was, as we use the term at sea, a regular ship-husband—that is to say, he
seldom put his foot on shore.

—

Capiaix Marryat.

Husband's tea—very weak tea. F.

Hush.—To hush up—to keep concealed ; to suppress. P.

The matter is hushed up, and the servants are forbid to talk of it.

—

Pope.
"Ah," he said unpleasantly, "you're beginning to be ashamed of yourself, and

wish the thing hushed up."—F. Anstey.

Hush-money—a bribe to secure silence regarding some miquitous trans-

action. P.

There was, besides, hush-money for the sub-sheriffs (who had been bribed to keep
quiet).

—

Maria Edgeworth.
Tliere is much more black-mail paid in the world than the world lias any idea of

;

but very little turns out to be what it pretends to be, hush-money.

—

James Pays.

I

Ice.—To break the ice—to commence speaking after an embarrassing

silence ; to begin to speak on a delicate subject. C.

After he'd a while looked wise,

At last broke silence and the ice.—S. Bi'tler.

The ice having been broken in this une.xpected manner, she made no further at-

t;nii)t at reserve.

—

Tuomas H.\rdy.

Idol.—Idols of the tribe [Idola trihus)—errors of belief into which liuinaii

nature in general is apt to fall. P. A phrase, with the otliers which

follow, invented by Francis Bacon.

Teachers and students of theolnpy get a certain look, certain conventional tones of

voice, a clerical gait, a professional neckcloth, and Iiab'ts of mind as professional as
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their externals. They are scholarly men, and read Bacon, and know well enough
what the idols of the tribe are.—Holmes.
Some of these (i)reconceived shadowy notions) are inherent in tlic liunian mind, as,

for e.\ample, the general prejudice in favour of symmetry and order. .. .Such pre-

judices extend to the whole tribe of men, and may be called the idols of the tribe.

—

Abboit.

Idoh of the cave (Idola specfis)—errors of belief into wliicli people living

apart from the world are apt to fall. P.

The frigidities, leading to nothing, of the old Sinico-Japanese scholarship, a

scholarship full of the idols of the cave, must give way to the open-eyed methods of

the West.

—

Jajian Mnil, ItiSO.

Again, individual men, circumscribed within the narrow and dark limits of their

individuality, as shaped by their country, their age, their own physical and mental

peculiarities, find themselves as it were fettered in a cave... they only see the

shadows of realities : such individual misconceptions or idols may be called idols of

the cave.

—

Abbott.

Idols of the forum or market -jylace {Idola fori) -errors of belief arising

from language and social intercourse. P.

Language is a third imposture. .. .tyrannizing over and moulding thoughts. It is

the idol of intercourse, deriving its influence from all meetings of men, and may
therefore be called the idol of the market-place.

—

Abbott.

Idols of the theatre—the deceptions that have arisen from tlie dogmas of

different schools. P.

In the place of the unobtrusive worship of the truth, authority substitutes the

mere fictions and theatrical stage-plays (for they are no better) of the ostentatious

pliilosopliers. It may therefore be called the idol of the theatre.

—

Abbott.

If.

—

If you please. This phrase 1ms often a peculiar use when inserted

in a sentence: It calls attention to a statement, of which the opposite

might have been taken for granted, and may be translated, " Pray do

not suppose the contrary.

"

Rank is respected, if you please, even at the East End of London ; and perhaps

more there than in fashionable quarters, because it is so rare.

—

Besant.

Ignis.

—

I'jnisfatiiHs—deceptive light. P. Latin. See Will o' the Wisp.

Austria, who, beguiled by the ignis fatuus of her great ally, had assisted in dis-

crediting the Bund and covering it with ridicule, returned to it in her extremity.

—

Quartcrlij Review, 1SS7.

Ilk.—Of that ilk—of the place with the same name ; as, Bethune of that

ilk = Bethune of Bethune. A Scotch phrase.

I don't mean Beatrice to marry Mr. Staunton, even if he is a Staunton of that ilk.

—W. E. NOKRIS.

111.—It's an ill wind that hloirs nobody good—few events are misfortunes

to every one concerned. C. Sickness benefits physicians ; deatli puts

money in the pockets of undertakers ; fires are popular with car-

penters.

'Tis an ill wind tliat blows nobody (any) good : the same wind that took the Jew
Lady Rackrent over to England brought over the new heir to Castle Rackrent.

—

jNIamu Erii:EW(ir. rii.

Ill blows the wind that prolits nobody.— Siiaki;si'EAKE.
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Imperium.—Imperium in imperio—a government within a government.

P. Latin.

Improve.—To improi^e the occasion—to draw moral lessons from any

event when it happens. C.

Holmes, who was one of the best boys in the school, began to improve the occasion.
" Now, you youngsters," said he, as he marched along in the middle of them, " mind
tliis—you're very well out of this scrape. Don't you go near Thompson's barn again ;

do you hear?"

—

Hughes.

In.

—

The ins and outs of anyfhiny—its whole working; the details of

anything. C.

Now so many things come cross and across (happen in an unexpected and contrary

fashion) in the countless ins and outs (varied experiences of life), that the laws of the

Crippses failed sometimes in some jot or tittle.

—

Blackmore.
No ; if you want to know the ins and outs of the Yankees (external and internal

characteristics of the people of New England)—I've wintered them and summered
them ; I know all their points, shape, make, and breed.

—

Haliburton.

In for it—in a critical or dangerous situation. F.

The Speaker, imagining I was going to rise, called my name. I was in for it (could

not escape from the critical position), put my hat down, advanced to the table, and
dashed along.

—

Beaconsfield.
There was indeed a fearful joy about his playing at being a man of high family.

He was in for it now, and he would not draw back.—J. M'CARiey.

In with a pierson—on friendly terms with him. F.

That's the worst of being in with an audacious chap like that old Nickleby.—
Dickens.

In nubibus—in the clouds ; not having an actual existence. P. Latin.

The above scheme is still, we believe, in miblhus.

In for a penny, in for a pound. This phrase is used when the same loss

or danger is incurred whether the previous responsibility has been

great or small. C. Compare the saying, " As well be hung for a man

as for a sheep.

"

You never know when he's done with you, and if you're in for a penny, you're in

for a pound.—Dickens.
If there's anything queer about him when we once get into the work, in for a

penny, in for a pound (we shall not hesitate to proceed to the most serious measures

with him).

—

Dicken.s.

In flagrante delicto—in the very act of guilt. C. Latin.

-Mr. S. Eouth, while playing hazard in Sir. Oriintz's rooms, had been cauglit in

flagrante delicto, in the act of cheating.—Edmuxd Yates.

In extremis—at the last gasp ; in a hopeless condition. P. Latin.

Tlie delimitation of the sphere of influence which had been arranged, of course,

meant an agreement in advance, whetlier Bulgaria or Greece should conduct insur-

rections in particular villages whenever Turkey was !n ertremin, and which should

cnnsx them whenever Turkey was extinct.

—

Fortnightly Review, ItiST.
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III loco pareiifis—in a parent's place. P. Latin.

This stately personage, probably for Miss Burt's sake rather than his own, was
about to place himself, as respected Miss Josceline, in loco }jarcntis.—

J

ameu Pavn.

Ill median res—right into the middle of a .subject. P. Latin.

At last I desperately bi'okc tlie ice, rushing in mcdias res (introducing the subject

abruptly).—2Vie Mistldoe Bough, 1SS.J.

Ill nu'inoriam—to the memory of. P. Latin. Used like Ilir Jacrf, {q.i:).

Ill .situ—in the actual spot where anything has occurred. P. Latin.

It is really worth while to get a copy of the memoirs to see how strange such
language looks in situ.—Xationnl Rcviev, ISSS.

In toto—taken completely ; altogether. P. Latin.

If you become a nuisance, I shall either deny your statements in toto, or I shall

take the wind out of your sails by confessing the truth to her on my own account.—
W. E. NoRRis.

Indian.—Indian file—a procession in which each person follows after

the other in a long line. P.

Well, sir, as the four of us were walking in Indian file, what did the woman sud-

denly do but go up to Jeremiah and accost him.—B. L. Farjeon.

Indian summer—the finest part of the autumn season in North America,

a time noted for its beauty and mildness. P.

In the one case there was Mr. Josceline wooing and winning ; Mrs. Jennynge in an
Indian summer (delightful state) of rapture ; and Miss Anastasia beginning to sus-

pect what was going on.

—

James Payn.

Infra.—Infra dig.—a contraction for infra dignitatem (Latin), "be-
neath one's dignity. " F.

Beards continued in favour until the seventeenth century, when the magistracy,

again opposing the cliange of fashion as infra dig., declined as long and as resolutely

to part with their beards as their predecessors had done to adopt them.

—

Lady
JACK.S0N.

I was thinking the other day that in these days of lecturings and readings a great

deal of money might be made (if it were not infra dig.) by one's having readings of

one's own books.

—

Dickens.

Inside.—To get the inside track of anything—to understand its workings.

F. An American phrase.

Intention.—To heal hy the first intention (of a wound)—to close up with-

out suppuration ; to come together and grow well without inflamma-

tion. P.

He only strapped up my cut, and informed me that it would speedily get well by

the first intention—an odd phrase enough.—0. \V. Holmes.

Inter.—Inter nos—between ourselves. C. Latin. Used when speak-

ing confidentially. Compare the French enire nous, which see.

I don't believe in Toni'.< sincerity ; but tl at is inter nos.
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I.O.U.—I.O.U., "I owe you.'' A form of ackuowledgment of debt

common between friends. The amount l)oriowed and the name of the

borrower are added to these letters.

But pay?—of course he must pay; to talk of burning I.O.U.'s was mere child's

play.

—

Thackeray.
Here he took out of his desk an I.O.U. for £5, ready drawn up, dated.—S.

Warren.

Ipse.—Ipse, dixit. A dogmatic statement made by a M'riter without ad-

ducing reasons. P.

Yet Sir George Trevelyan evidently expects that, on the other hand, Nationalist
associations will be liable to be suppressed on the ipse dixit of the Lord Lieu-
tenant that they are acting illegally.

—

Spectator, 1SS7.

Ipso.—/^Jso facto—in the fact itself. P. Latin. Used where some-
thing is said to be inherent of necessity in sometliLug else.

Whatever the cajitain does is right, ipso facto, and any opposition to it is wrong on
board ship.—R. H. Dana, jun.

Irish.—h'ish stew—a dish made with meat, potatoes, and onions, mixed
^confusedly together. P.

Mrs. Grudden remained behind to take some cold Irish stew and a pint of porter

in the box-office.

—

Dickens.

Iron.—To have many irons in the fire—to have many projects carrying

on at one time. F. Irons are here the bolts used in the laundry to

heat tlie box-iron, and renewed from time to time.

And then he (Lamb) tells what other literary irons are in the fire.—A. Ainoer.
Thus without risk he got his twenty per cent. Not that he appeared in these

transactions ; he had too many good irons in the fire to let himself be called a
usurer.—C. Keade.

In irons—fettered. P.

"Overboard!" said the captain. " AVeU, gentlemen, that saves the trouble of

putting liim in irons."—R. L. .Stevenson.

An inch of cold iron—a stab from a dagger or other weapon. P.

An inch of cold iron brought this wonderful career to a close.

The iron had entered into his soul—his spirit was broken. P.

True, he wore no fetters, and was treated witli a grave and stately consideration ;

but his bonds were not the less galling, and tlie iron had not the less entered into his

souL—G. A. Sala.

To strike ivhile the iron is hot—to act with energy and promptitude. C.

"Strike the iron while it's hot, Bob," rejdied I.—C.\rTAix Maiikvat.

Irony.—The irony of fate—the curious providence which brings about

tiie most unlikely events. P.

By the irony of fate, the Ten Hours Bill was carried in the very session when Lord
.\shley, having changed his views on tlie Corn Laws, felt it his duty to resign liis seat

in I'ailiament.

—

Leisure Ilvur, 1887.



Islands [ 173 ] Jack

Islands.—Idanda of the Blest or Blessed—imaginary islaiuls iu the West,

thouglit to be the abode of good men after death. P.

Soon your footsteps I shall follow

To the Islands of tlie Blessed.—Longfellow.

Issue.— ^'^ ''<-s"e

—

(a) in controversy ; disputed. P.

This compromise, which was proposed with abundance of tears and sighs, not ex-

actly meeting the point at issue, nobody took any notice of it.

—

Dickens.

(/*) at variance ; disagreeing.

We talked upon the question of taste, on which we were at issue.—Soutiiev.

^ To join iss7ie with—to dissent from ; to find fault with ; to oppose. P.

I must join Lssue with you on behalf of your correspondent, who says that cocky is

bush-slang for a small selector.

—

Illustrated London Nava, 1SS7.

I'd join issues—to leave a matter to the decision of a law-court. P.

Plaintiffs joined issues, and the trial was set down for the next assizes.—C. Reade.

Itching.—A n itch inij palm—an a\'aricious disposition. C.

Let me tell you, Cassius, you yourself

Are much condemned to liave an itching palm ;

To sell and mart your offices for gold

To undeservers.—Sh.ikespeare.

Ithuriel.—IthnrieVs spear—the weapon of the angel Ithiuiel, wliich

exposed deceit by the slightest touch. P.

Him (Satan) thu.s intent Ithuriel with his spear

Touched lightly ; for no falscliood can endure
Touch of celestial temper, but returns

Of force to its own likeness.

—

Milton.
Miracles, the mainstay of popular religion, are touched by Ithuriel's spear. They

are beginning to dissolve.—M. Arnold.

Ivories.—To shoir one's icorics—to display one's teeth. S.

The negress showed her ivories in a long, rippling laugh.

—

Marryat.
Jacky came instantly down, showed his ivories, and admitted his friend's existence

on the word of a dog.—C. Rbade.

To irash one's ivories—to drink. S.

Ixion.—The Ixionic wheel. Ixion, as a punishment for falling in love

with Juno, was hurled to Tartarus, and there bound to a wlieel wliicli

perjjetualiy revolved. In tlie following extract the prison tread-mill

is jocularly called the Ixionic wheel.

Defendant's brothers tread the Ixionic wheel for the same offence.

—

Tuackeray.

Jack.—A JarJ:-at-a-pinrh—a person suddenly called ujion to perform

some duty. F. Often applied to a clergyman without a fixed posi-

tion, wlio is frequently summoned to act at a wedding or a funeral

in the absence of the regular minister.
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Jack and Jill—common names at one time among the English peasantry

:

Jack for a man, Jill for a woman. Occurring frequently in rhymes.

Jack shall have Jill

;

Nought shall go ill

;

The man shall have his mare again, and all shall be well.

Shakespeaue.
Fifty years ago and more, there was one great East Anglian fair, whither the squires

and parsons for miles around resorted, along with Jack and Jill, and all the rest of

Vci&m.—Aihemmm, 1SS7.

A Jack-in-office—a person who presumes on his official position to be

pert or rude. C.

I hate a Jack-in-oflBce.

—

Wolcot.

A Jack Tar—a British seaman. C.

The pigeon-toed step, and the rollicking motion,

Bespoke them two genuine sons of the ocean.

And sliowed in a moment their real characters,

(The accent so placed on this word by our Jack Tars).

—

Bakham.

A Jack of all trades—a man who devotes himself to many diiTerent occu-

pations. C.

He should, as I tell him, confine himself entirely to portrait-painting. As it is, he

does landscapes also. "A Jack of all trades," as I ventured to remind him, "is

master of none."

—

James Payx.

A Jack vith a lantern or Jack o' lantern—the irjnis fatuns which flits

about bogs, and often leads travellers to destruction. F.

He was a complete Jack o' lantern—here, and there, and everywhere.

—

Hali-

BtJBTON.

Jack Sprat—a diminutive boy or man. F. Iimnortalized \n the

rhyme :

—

Jack Sprat could eat no fat.

His wife could eat no lean
;

And so it was, between tliem both,

They licked the platter clean.

.
,Be.fore yon could say Jack Bohin.son—in an instant ; immediately. F.

" Minerva has too bad a character for learning to be a favourite with gentlemen,"

said Lord Clonbrony.
" Tut ! Don't tell me ! I'd get her off (secure a husband for her) before you couM

ss,y Jack Robinson, and thank you too, if she had £50,000 down (in ready money), or

£1,000 a year in land."—Makia Edgewokth.

Found also under the contracted form, " Before you could say J. R."

These men are not the warriors of commerce, but its smaller captains, wlio, watch
ing the fluctuations of this or tliat market, can often turn a thousand pounds ere W3
could say J. R.—C. Reade.

fA cheap-Jack—a travelling vendor of goods. P.

Cheap-Jacks have their carts beside the pavement.—Besaxt.

Jack's bean-stalk—a bean-stalk which gvcw up in one niglit. C. The



Jail
L I'^S ] Jaw-

story of Jack ami the Bean-Sfalk is an olil and very popular nursery

tale. Compare Jonah's gourd.

For the affection of young ladies is of as rapid growtli as Jack's bean-stalk.—
Thackerav.

Jai-k Kctrh—the hangman. F.

Jos, who would no more liave it supposed that his father, Jos Sedley's father, of

the Board of Keveniie, was a wine merchant asking for orders, than that he was
Jack Ketch, refused the bills with scorn.—Thackeray.
He will come back without fear, and we will nail him with the fifty-pound note

upon him ; and then—Jack Ketch (he will be hanged).—C. Reade.

Jarlc-iii-a-box— something which disappears and reappears with great

suddenness. C.

She was somewhat bewildered by this Jack-in-a-box sort of appearance.

—

Wm.
Black.
Some fools made a run on the bank, as you know. I was cleaned out, and liad

nothing for it but to put up the shutters, when in came this old sphinx—for all the

world like a Jack-in-the-box with the lid open, or a (/(!(;; ex madiiua of the Greek
stage.—Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

Jack Horner—the self-mdulgent, couiplacent little hoy, who picked out

plums from the pie. Immortalized in tlie nursery rhyme :
—

Little Jack Horner sat in a corner,

Eating a Christmas pie ;

He put in his thumb, and he pulled out a plum.
And said, " AVhat a good boy am I !

"

We shall not do Jlr. Edmund Quincy tlie wrong of picking out in advance all the

plums in his volume. . . .But here and there is a passage where we cannot refrain, for

there is a smack of Jack Horner in all of us, and a reviewer were nothing without it.

—J. E. Lowell.

Jack Frost—a playful name for frost. C.

" I hope you don"t expect gratitude."
" I only expect the blankets to keep out Jack Frost."—Miss Br.addon.

SqUI.—A jail-hird—a hardened criminal. C.

The jail-birds who piped this tune were, without a single exception, the desperate

cases of this moral hospital.—C. Seade.

James.—Court of St. James or St. James^^i—the English Court. P.

A third described, with gay malevolence, the gorgeous appearance of Mr.-. Hast-

ings at St. James's.

—

Mac^i'lay.

Jar.—On the jar—ajar
;
partly open. F.

The door was on the jar, and, gently opening it, I entered and stood behind hci

unperceived.

—

Brooke.
" I see Mrs. Bardell's street door on the jar."
" On the what?" exclaimed the little judge.
" Partly open, my lord," said Sergeant Snubbin.—Dickens.

Jaw.—Stop yonr jair—be quiet. 8.

If you don't stop your jaw about him, you'll have to figlit me - II. Kinoslev.
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Jean.—Jtan Crapaiid—a nickname for a Frenchman. F. See Johxny
Crapeau.

As true as the last century Englishman's picture of Jean Crapaud.—J. R. Lowell.

Jeddart.—Jeddart or Jedivood justice—hanging the criminal first, and

trying him afterwards. P.

The case of Lord Byron was harder. True Jedwood justice was dealt out to Lim.

First came the execution, then the investigation, and last of all, or rather not at all,

the accusation.

—

Macaulay.

Jericho.—To go to Jericho—to go away; to go into retirement. 8. An
expression used contemptuously. The allusion comes from the Bible :

"Hanun took David's servants, and shaved off the one half of their

beards When they told it unto David, he sent to meet them, because

the men were greatly ashamed : and the king said, Tarry at Jericho

until your beards be grown, and then return " (2 Sam. x. 4, 5).

Mrs. Jones was rather cross, she made a little noise

;

She said she " did not like to wait on little vulgar boys."

She with her apron wiped the plates, and as she rubbed the delf,

Said I niiglit "go to Jericho, and fetch the beer myself."

—

Bai:ham.
Seeing her, I wished Job's scruples had been at Jericho.—H. R. H.aggard.

Jerry.

—

Jerry-work—unsubstantial work in building. P. Jerry-builder

and jerry-built have this significance.

Two lumps of plaster fall from the roof of the jerry-built palace; then the curse

begins to work.

—

Pall Mall Gazette, ISSU-

A jerry or Tom-and-Jerry shop—a public-house where only beer is sold.

S. So called from its inferiority to a fully-licensed house.

We turned into a Tom-and-Jerry shop to have some beer, and spin a bit of a yam
about old times.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

Jessie.—To give a man Jessie—to thrash him somidly. S.

He at length lost patience, and doubling up his sleeves made for the man. And I

can tell you he gave him Jessie.

Jeunesse.

—

Jeunesse doree—the " gilded youth" of a nation ; its fashion-

able young men. P. French.

You could never get together a jeunesse doree without our assistance. — II.

KiNlJSLEY.

Je-W.—A Jew's eye—something very valuable. S. Probaljlj- from

French joaille.

It's the nerves, boy, the nerves; and a drop of the real stuff is worth a Jew's eye

for steadying a man after a night of it, as the saying is.

—

Hall Caine.

Jib.—The cut of one's jib—one's personal appearance. Sailors' slang.

She disliked what sailors call " the cut of his jib."—Sib W. Scott.

Jiffy.—In a jiffy—without any delay ; forthwith. C.

In a jiflfy I had slipped over the side.—R. L. Stevexson.
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Jingo.—By jingo—a mild oath having no definite meaning. S.

One of them, I thought, expressed her sentiments on this occasion in a very
coarse manner, when she observed that, by the living jingo, she was all of a muck of

sweat.—GoLDsjiiTH.

The Jingoes. A war party about the year 1877.

The refrain of the war-song (then very popular) contained the spirit-stirring

words,

—

" We don't want to fight ; but, by jingo, if we do,

AVe've got the ships, we've got the men, we've got the money too."

Some one whose pulses this lyrical outburst of national pride failed to stir called

the party of the entliusiasts the Jingoes.—Justin M'Cartht.

Job.—A Job's comforter—one who comes avowedly to comfort a friend,

but who really annoys him. P. See the Bible (Book of .Job). Job
had three friends who came to him m his trouble as comforters, but

spent their time in reproaching him.

What a morbid propensity some peojjle have, when visiting a sick chamber, to

relate all the melancholy news they can remember, instead of cheering the patient

with light .and bright conversation. No better example, we would say, could be
found than the following :—One of our actors was taken suddenly ill, and was confined

to his bed for a fortnight. When the turn for the better came he rose, and a barber
was sent for. After some time a quaint little German fussed into the room with,

"Ah, my friend, you vas ill? AVell, dis weather is popping 'em off by dozens!"
Suddenly he paused with the lather brusli in his hand, and looking at the sick actor

said, " Vy, I shave a man like you en Tuesday, and on Wednesday—whiff—he was
dead ! "St. A ndrews Citizen, ISSO.
" I told you so, I told you so

!

" is the croak of a true Job's comforter.—A.
Trollope.

Job's comfort—consolation which irritates instead of soothing. C.

Did ever a young fellow go to the dogs, but some old woman of either sex found
her way to the very ear that ought not to be tormented with Job's comfort, and
whisper, "Aw, dear! aw, dear!" and " Lawk-a-day ! " and "I'm the last to bring

bad newses (news), as the saying is ;
" and " Och, and it's a pity, and him a fine, brave

young fellow, too I " and " I wouldn't have told it on no account to another living

soul."—A. Hall Caixe.

Job's news—news of calamities. C.

From home there can nothing come but Job's news.— Carlyle.

Job's post—a bringer of bad news. P.

This Job's post from Dumouriez reached the National Convention.—Carlyle.

The patience of Job—very great patience. C.

Mr. Pratt has certainly the patience of Job.—Maria Edoeworth.

Job.—To pay a j)erson by the job—to pay him for each separate portion

of work done. P. A jobbing carpenter is one who is ready to do

odd pieces of work when sent for.

To do the job for a man—to kill him. F.

That last debaach of his did the job for him (causc<l his death).

19
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A bad job—said of what is hopeless or impracticable. F.

Indeed, the general opinion was that, finding we had reached the mission station in

safety, they had, knowing its strength, given up the pursuit of us as a bad job.—H.
E. Haggard.

I will not say that he had given the whole thing up as a bad job, because it was the

law of his life that the thing never should be abandoned as long as hope was possible.

—A. Trollope.

Joe.—A Joe Milhr or Joe—a stale jest. F. Joe Miller was a witty

actor at the beginning of last century. His jests, with many others

added, were published in book form in 1737. "I don't see the Joe

Miller of it" signifies, " I don't see the wit in it."

Take hackneyed jokes from Miller, got by rote.

With just enough of learning to misquote.

—

Byron.
Not so tliese officers, however ; they tell each other tlie stalest and wickedest old

Joe Millers.—Thackeray.

Jog.—To jog another's memory or another's elbow^to remind another of

a duty or a promise apparently forgotten. F.

To jog on—to proceed lazily and heavily. C.

Thus they jog on, stiU tricking, never thriving.

—

Dryden.

John.—John o' Nolces and John o' Styles—ordinary peasants. C.

John o' Nokes and John o' Styles were now more considered than I was.—G. A.

Sala.

John Company—a familiar name given to the East India Company
(E.I.C.), whicli ruled in India until the miitiny of 1857.

When he had thoroughly learned this lesson he was offered a position in India, in

the service of John Company.

—

Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

John Doe and Richard Roe—dummy names used in law cases to repre-

sent the plaintiff and the defendant in an action of ejectment. This

form of words was abolished in 1852.

Thus in a case lately decided before MiUer, Doe presented Roe a subscription

paper.—O. W. Holmes.
Instead, therefore, of Jones and Smith fighting out the matter in their own proper

names, they (tlie lawyers) set up a couple of puppets (called Jolin Doe and EicAiard

Roe), who fall upon each other in a very quaint fashion, after the manner of Punch
and Judy.—S. Warren.

John Bull—a representative Englishman. P. Dr. Arbuthnot's History

of John Bull made the expression current.

"Who is he when he is at home?"
" The Englishman's first question about every stranger," remarked Mrs. Lindsay,

laughing. " Wliat a thorough John Bull you are, Arthur !

"—W. E. Nohris.

John Orderly—the signal to shorten the performance at a show. S.

The master who remains on the outside platform of the booth, and

takes in the money, cries to the actors, "Is John Orderly there?"

This is a signal for them to cut short the performance.
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Johnny.—Johnny Crapeau—a familiar term for a Frenchman, especially

ill use among sailors. See Jean.

Those vessels went armed, too, as befitted the majesty of the bunting under which
old Dance had gloriously licked Johnny Crapeau.

—

Gentleman's Marjazine, 1887.

Join.— To join hands with—to take as a jjartner; to associate oneself

witli. P.

" I smoke my pipe and think how unappreciated Keats was, and flatter myself
mine is a parallel case. Then, like Bruce's spider, I try again."

"And, like him, you will at last succeed," said Ella confidently. "When merit

joins hands with perseverance, success is certain."

—

James P.wn.

To join the majority—to die. P. A classical phrase.

General Ward, who commanded the "Disciplined Chinese Field Force," had just

joined the majority.—PaM Mall Gazette, 1887.

Joint.—Oxit ofjoint—in confusion and disorder. P.

The times are out of joint.

—

Shakespe.\re.
" Why, minister," says I, " what under the sun is the matter with you ? You and

Captain Jack look as if you had had the cholora. What makes yoii so dismal and
your horse so thin ? What's out o' joint now?"

—

Haliburton.

Jolly,— The jolly Roger—the pirate's flag. F.

" Mr. Kentish, if that be your name," said I, " are you ashamed of your own
colours?"

"Your ladyship refers to the 'Jolly Roger'?" he inquired with perfect gravity,

and immediately went into peals of laughter.—R. L. Stevenson.

Jonah.—JonaKs gourd—a phrase applied to what grows in a night and

withers with equal rapidity. P.

"I expect I belong to the order of Jonah's gourds," said Campion bitterly.—F.

Anstey.

Jonathan.—Brother Jonathan—a typical American. C.

An American Republic in stars and stripes was also represented from Yokohama;
and two brothers Jonathan, one from Tokio, another from Yokohama, supported

their countrywoman.

—

Japan Mail, 1SS7.

Jump.—To jump a claim—to seize upon a mining claim Ijy force, or in

the absence of one who has a prior claim.

To gain possession of this old wood and iron, and get a right to the water, Rufe
proposed, if I had no objections, to jump the claim.—R. L. Stevenson.

To jump at—to accept with eagerness. C.

To his surprise, Susan did not jump at this remuneration.—C. Reade.

To jump or jump over the iroom.'itirl-—to marry in an informal way. >S. ^
Well, the other gipsy man is no other than Joe Smith, who jumped the liroomstick

with the lovely Princess Cinnaminta.—Br.Ar'KMORE.
A Romish wedding is surely better than juniiiing over a broomstick, which, unless

we had adopted the uncouth Moresque custom, woiiM liave \wcn all the ceremony of

matrimony we could have liad.—G. A. Sala.
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Justice.—To do one justice—to display one's good qualities or good

looks. P.

In one bracelet was a photograph of dear little Charlie, taken from a picture done

in oils, very like, but not doing him justice (making him appear as pretty as he

actually was).

—

Tlie Mistletoe Bough, 1SS5.

In justice to—desiring to treat fairly; doing what justice demands

to. P.

In vain poor Lady Clonbrony followed the dowager about the rooms to correct this

mistake, and to represent, in justice to Mr. Soho, though he had used her so ill, that

he knew she was an Englishwoman.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

K
KaoW.—To kaoiv-taow—to behave in a submissive manner. F. From

the Chinese.

To have to kaow-taow to Arnold too, as I must do of course.

—

Anon.

Keen.—Keen of a job—eager for work. S.

I f you offer to take charge of those young brats, I must say you are keen of a job.

Keep.—To keep abreast of—to advance at an equal pace with ; not to

fall behind. P.

He yet found abundance of time to keep abreast of all that was passing in the

world.

—

Athenceum, 1SS7.

To keep up—to continue alongside of ; not to fall behmd. P.

" Please, sir, we've been out Big-side hare and hounds and lost our way."
" Hah ! you couldn't keep up (fell behind), I suppose."—Hughes.

To keep comj>any—to have a sweetheart ; to court. F.

This is Miss Kennedy, and I hope— I'm sure—that you two will get to be friendly

with one another, not to speak of keeping company (becoming lovers).

—

Besant.

To keep an eye to or on—to watch. C.

Whilst they were eating it, leaving Mouti to keep an eye to them, he went some

way off and sat down on a big ant-heap to tliink.—H. R. Haggard.

^ To keep in with a man—to remain on friendly terms witli him. C.

I always told your father he thought too much of that Watson ; but I would keep

in with him if I were you, for they say he's coining money.—The Mistletoe Sowjh,

1SS5.

To keep one^s hand in — to employ one's energies ; to continue in

practice. C.

You'll find plenty to keep your hand in at Oxford, or wherever else you go.--

Huuhes.
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To kttp body and soul to(jtlhtr—to niaiiitain bare existence. P.

One of the maids having fainted three times the last day of Lent, to keep body

and soul together we put a morsel of roast beef into her mouth.—Maria Edgewoktu.

To hep dark about auythimj—to preserve secrecy. C.

If you have tastes for the theatre and things, don't talk about them. Keep them

dark.

—

Bes.\nt.

To keep to ontself—to be retiring in one's habits; of a resen'ed dis-

position. C.

AVe do not see much of our neighbours ; they Uve very quietly, and keep to them-

selves.

To keep in view—to liave one's aim or attention fixed in a certain direc-

tion. P.

He had always kept in view the probability of a dissolution of the firm.

•^7^0 keep countenance or in countenance—to lend moral support to. P.

Flora will be there to keep you countenance.—R. L. Steven.son.

He might as well be a West India planter, and we negroes, for anything he knows

to the contrary—has no more care nor thought about us than if we were in Jamaica

or the other world. Shame for him ! But there's too many to keep him in coun-

tenance.-MARiA Edgeworth

" To keep one's countenance—to preserve one's gravity; to refrain from

laiighing. P.

The two maxims of any great man at court are, always to keep his countenance,

and never to keep his word.

—

Swift.

To keep hotise. See House.

To keep pace loith. See Pace.

"-^ To keep in— (a) to refuse to disclose ; to preserve secret. C.

But, please, don't think old Grizzel mean for keeping in what had taken place

;

she was only obeying orders.—^Irs. Henry Wood.

(b) to detain schoolboys after the regular hours as a punishment. C.

He was no more moved than the Roman soldiers, or than the schoolmaster is

moved by the sad face of a boy kept in.

—

Besant.

To keep up appearances—to behave as if everything was right. C.

Captain Cuttle kept up appearances, nevertheless, tolerably weU.—Dickens.

Keeping.—In keepinrj—suitable ; harmonizing. P.

It was in keeping (harmonized) with the scenery around.

—

Mrs. H. Wood.

Out of keeping—unsuitable ; inappropriate. P.

It was an old room on which George Dallas looked—an old room with panelled

walls, surmounted by a curious carved frieze and stuccoed roof, and hung round

with family portraits, which gave it a certain grim and stern Rir, and made the gay

hothouse plants with which it was lavishly decorated seem out of keeping.

—

Edmund
Yatbs.
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Kettle.—^ kettle of fish—a confused state of afifaiis; a muddle. F.

"Kettle" is here for kiddle, a net.

There, you have done a fine piece of work truly there is a pretty kettle of fish

made on't at your house.

—

Fieldino.

Key.— The key of a j)osition—the point whose possession gives control

over a position or a district. P. A military phrase.

^0 have the key of the street—to be locked out. F.

"There," said Lowten, "you have the key of the street."

—

Dickens.

Gold key—the badge of a chamberlain. P.

Hardly will that gold key protect you from maltreatment.

—

Coleridge.

Keystone.— The Keystone State—a popular name for Pennsylvania.

He comes from the Keystone State.

Kick.—To hick over the traces—to become violent and insubordinate.

F. A phrase taken from horse-driving.

You must not kick over the traces, or I shall be forced to suppress you, Lady
Anne. . . . You are growing a trifle too independent.—H. K. Haggakd.
Who on earth would have thought that a girl like Janette Lisle, brought up in

that kind of way, and in such a household, would have been so carried away by her

love as to kick right over the traces and run off.—J. M'Caethy.

To kick the beam—to be deficient in weight; to fly into the air. P.

Said of a scale in a balance.

But in his present survey of the age as his field, he seems to find that a sadder

colour has invested all the scene. The evil has eclipsed the good, and the scale,

which before rested solidly on the ground, now kicks the beam.

—

Gladstone.
The latter (scale) quick flew up, and kicked the beam.

—

Milton.

7'o kick up dust—to carry on a valueless discussion. C.

Amongst the manuscript riches of the Bodleian, there was a copy of a certain old

chronicler about whose very name there has been a considerable amount of learned

dust kicked up.

—

De Quincev.

To kick the bucket—to die. S.

" The cap'n (captain) will inherit the property after the old bird hops" (his old aunt

dies).
" Hops?" repeated Josephine, not understanding him.

"Ay—kicks."
" Kicks ? I don't understand."

~ '-' Hops the twig—kicks the bucket. How dull you are ! "—Chambers's Journal, 1887.

To kick up the heels—to die. F.

His heels he'll kick up.

Slain by an onslaught fierce of hickup.—Egbert Browning.

To kick up a row or a shindy—to cause a disturbance; to be violent in

behaviour. F.

Master Mash, who prided himself upon being a young gentleman of great spirit,

was of opinion that they should kick up a row, and demolish all the scenery.—

Thomas Day (Sandford and Merbin).

Hawes shrank with disgust from noise in his prison. .. ."Beggars get no good by

kicking up a row," argued he.—C. Reade.
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To (jet more kicks than halfpence—to receive more abuse than profit ; to

be badly or roughly treated. F.

Let the sweet woman go to make sunshine and a soft jiiHow for tlic poor devil

whose legs are not models, whose efforts are blunders, and wlio in general gets more
kicks tlian halfpence.— Geoiuje Eliot.

To kick aijainst the pricks—to struggle with an overmastering force ; to

refuse to move in a clearly mapped-out path. P. The phrase is used

in the Bible (Acts ix. 5).

Like most such men, who are sent into seclusion for the good of the community,
Maurice Hervey was able to realize, witliout such severe treatment as was needed to

convince the apostle, that kicking against the pricks is foolishness.

—

Himih Conwav.
My father had quite as little yielding in his disposition, and kicked against the

pricks determinedly.—T. A. Tkollote.

Kidney.— Q/V/ie scune kidney—of the same nature. P.

Fellows of your kidney will never go through more than the skirts of a scrimmage.
—Hughes.

^ Kilkenny.— Tofiijkt like Kilkenny cats—to fight till the cond)atants are

all torn to pieces. C. See Cats.

The tactics of the Kilkenny cats by which the Sultan kept hold of the wretched
island were hideously cruel.

—

Spectator, December 1SS7.

Kill.— To kill two birds with one stone—to effect two results with one

expenditure of trouble; to gain two ol)jects by one exertion. C.

\Ve will kill two birds with one stone—disinter a patient for our leathern gallows,

and furnish a fresh incident of the Inquisition.—C. Reade.

To kill one's man—to fight a duel with fatal results to one's opponent. C.

He was a famous shot, had killed his man before he came of age, and nobody
scarce dared look at him whilst at Bath.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

Kinchin.—On the kinchin lay. See Lay.

Kind.—

(

Tribute) in kind—tribute paid, not in money, but in articles of

produce. P.

The Turk, who was a man of strict honoui-, paid the count by embezzling the

tribute in kind of the province he governed.

—

Beaconsfield.

King.— Kin(js Ent/lish—the standard English, such as is regarded as

good ))y the highest authorities. P. Now known as Queen's English.

She was the most ignorant old creature that ever was known, could neither read

nor write, and made sad jumble of the King's English when she spoke.— G. A. Sala.

Kinr/'s evidence—the evidence of one of a Ijand of criminals wlio, in

order to obtain a pardon, informs against his fellows. P.

The unhappy man, to save his life, had betrayed his master and turned King's evi-

dence.—G. A. Sala.

King Log—one who, liaving enjoyed a short popidarity, is afterwards

treated with contempt. P. See .£sop's Fables, " Tlie Frogs asking
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for a King." To change King Log for King Stork is to change a

stupid but harmless I'uler for an oppressor and tyrant.

It is a singular fact that Mr. Emerson is the most steadily attractive lecturer in

America. Into that somewhat cold-waterish region adventurers of the sensational

kind come down now and then with a splash, to become disregarded King Logs before

the next session.—J. R. Lowell.

To he unicillinr/ to call (he kiiKj one's cousin—to be m a state of perfect

satisfaction or elation. F.

He wouldn't condescend to call the king his cousin just at this present time (he is

so much elated with his prosperity).

—

Haliburton".

The king of terrors—a name for death. P. From the BiVjle (Job

xviii. 14).

Her rival was face to face with that king of terrors before whom all earthly love,

hate, hope, and ambition must fall down and cease from troubling.—H. R. Hag<jard.

Kingdom.—Kingdom come—the next world. F.

If the face of the master is to be taken as a barometer, we shall all be in kingdom
come before long.

—

Captain Mabryat.

Kiss.—To kiss hands—to kiss the hand of tlie sovereign on accepting

or retiring from high office. P.

To kiss and befriends—to become reconciled. F.

" It is not generous of you, Mr. Heigham, to throw my words into my teeth. I

had forgotten all about them. But I will set your want of feeling against my want
of gratitude, and we'll kiss and be friends."

"I can assure you, Mrs. Carr, that there is nothing I should like better. AVhen
shall the ceremony come off?

"

"Now you are laughing at me, and actually interpreting what I say literally, as

thougli the English language were not full of figures of speech. By that phrase "

—

and she blushed a little, that is, her cheek took a deeper shade of coral— " I m'eant

that we would not cut each other after lunch."—H. R. Hagg.vru.

To kiss the rod—to submit to punishment meekly and without complaint.

Kite.—To fly a kite—to sustam one's credit by obtaining accommo-

dation bills. A colloquial phrase among commercial men.

Here's bills plenty—long bills and short bills—but even the kites, which I can fly

as well as any man, won't raise the money for me now.

—

Maria Edueworth.

Kith.—Kith and kin—relatives, and connections by marriage. C
Jason had none of his relations near him. No wonder he was no kinder to poor

Sir Condy than to his own kith or kin.

—

Maria Edoeworth.
It was a sair vex (sore trouble) to a' (all) her kith and kin.

—

Scitt.

Kittle.—Kittle cattle to shoe—a difficult person to manage. F.

But I am not so sure that the young lady is to be counted on. She is kittle cattle

to shoe.

—

Geosge Eliot.

Knee.—To hoiv the knee to Baal—to conform to the prevailing or

fashionable worship of the day. P. See the Bible :
'• Yet I have left
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nie seven tliousajul in Israel, all the knees wliieh have not bowed to

Baal " (2 Kings xix. 18).

Whigglsm is always the scorn of thorough-going men and rigorous logicians— is

ever stigmatized as a bending of the knee to 15aal.—J. Cotter Mobison.

To boic (he knee he/ore—to submit to. P.

In the course of the year 1S59 several of those eminent Frenchmen who refused to

bow the knee before the Second Empire had freiiuent and friendly conversations

with Macaulay on the future of their unhappy country.—G. O. Trevelyan.

Knife.— ll'«'" fo the knife—deadly strife. P.

\Var to the knife now.—C. Reade.
So the strife settled down into a personal affair between Flashman and our young-

sters ; a war to the knife, to be fought out in the little cockpit at the end of the

bottom passage.—T. Hughes.

Knock.—A knoek-out—an auction where the bidders are in collusion. C.

There are occasional knock-outs and other malpractices in every saleroom in

London.—^?ft?)im(H(, 1SS7.

This was a kuock-out transaction. Twelve buyers had agreed not to bid against

one another in the auction room ; a conspiracy illegal but customary.—C. Eeade.

To knock under—to submit completely. F.

Our government is not going to knock under because they have suffered a few

reverses.—H. E. Hago.^rd.

To knock vp—{a) to fatigue. F.

This is my only holiday, yet I don't seem to enjoy it—the fact is, I feel knocked
up with my week's work.—S. Warren.

(/;) to awake by rapping at the door. P.

Then I knocked up old Macniven out of bed.—R. L. Stevenson.

{c) to call upon ; to visit. F.

He would go home some of these days and knock the old girl up.—H. Kingsley.

To knock on the head—to frustrate; to break up; to destroy. F.

Mr. Hinckley told us some very interesting facts connected with the original

survey, and knocked several ignorant delusions on the head.—W. H. Russell

To knock off—{a) to discontinue. F.

When the varlet knocked off work for the day it was observed that he was pos-

sessed of a strange manner.

—

Be.sant.

[h] to cease work. F.

They gradually get the fidgets. This is a real disease while it lasts. In the work-

room it has got to last until the time to knock off.—Besant.

{c) to prepare ; to get ready. F.

Rover, too— you might easily get up (the part of) Rover whil • you are about it, and

Cassio and Jeremy Diddlcr. You can easily knock them off: one part lielps the

other so much. Here they are, cues and all.—Dickens.

To knock ahoiit—to wander; to travel without delinite aim. V.

I am no chicken, dear, and I have knocked about the world a good deal.—H. R»
HaouakS.
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Know.—To know ivhat one is about—to be fear-sighted and prudent. C.

She makes the most of him, because she knows what she is about and keeps a
mean.—M. Arnold.

7'o know what's what. See What.

Knuckle.—To knuckle down—to acknowledge oneself beaten; to sub-

mit. F.

We knuckled down under an ounce of indignation.

—

Blackmore.
I had to knuckle down to this man—to own myself beaten but for his help.

—

Mrs.
E. Lynn Linton.

To knuckle under—to yield ; to behave submissively. C.

The captain soon knuckled under, put up his weapon, and resumed his seat,

grumbling like a beaten dog.—R. L. Stevenson.

- To rap a man's knuckles—to administer a sharp reproof. C.

The author has grossly mistranslated a passage in the Defensio pro Populo
Anglicano; and if the bishop were not dead, I would here take the liberty of rapping
his knuckles.

—

De Quincey.

Labour.—-•! labour of love—work undertaken spontaneously, and not

for pay. P.

That his own thoughts had sometimes wandered back to the scenes and friends of

his youth during this labour of love (the composition of the Deserted Village), we
know from his letters.

—

Black's Goldsmith.

Lady.—Lady Bountiful—a charitable matron. P.

Every one felt that since Mrs. Armytage was playing the part of Lady Bountiful,

it was better that she should go through with it.

—

James Payn.

Laissez.—Laissez-faire—let alone ; allowing things to go as they will

;

absence of intervention or control. P. Fi'ench.

iaissez-/aire declines in favour; our legislation grows authoritative.— Co/i^tHipo)'-

ary Review, 1S87.

Lamp.—The lamp of Phrrbus—a poetical name for the sun.

Lance.—A free lance—one attached to no party ; one who fights for

his own hand. P.

That he (Defoe) wrote simply as a free lance, under the jealous sufterance of the

government of the day.

—

Minto.

Land.—To see how the land lies—to see in what state matters are. C.

Now I see how the land lies, and I'm sorry for it.

—

M.ari.a Edoewortu.
Her hostess clearly perctived how the land lay, and was exceedingly indignant at

the supposed neglect of her favourite.

—

James Pavn.
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To make (he land—to come in sight of the land as the ship approaches

it from the sea. P.

lie made the land the sixth day after leaving Melbourne.

The land of the leal—heaven. P. Originally a Scottish plirase. On
one celebrated occasion Mr. Gladstone used the expression erroneously,

as applying to Scothmd.

We'll meet and aye be fain (loving)

In the land of the leal.

—

Baroness Nairxe.

Lapsus.—Lapsus UnijiuK—a slip of the tongue ; sometliiiig said by mis-

take. C. Latin.

" I will not answer for anything he might do or say. I only know—

"

" What do you know ?"

" More than I choose to say. It was a lapsus linguce" (I should not have said that

I knew anything).

—

Florence Marryat.

Large.—-J' /ar(/e— (a) free; at liberty. P.

It was thus that the little partj^in the prior's hostel conversed together on a foot-

ing more confidential and familiar than would have been possible had they been at

large in the world without.

—

James Payn.
If you are stiU at large, it is thanks to me.—E. L. Stevenson.

(h) in a wide sense ;
generally. P.

Their (the English people's) interests at large are protected by their votes.—W. E.

Gladstone.

A ijentleman at lanje—a person without any serious occupation. C.

He was now a gentleman at large, living as best he might, no one but himself

knew how.—Miss Braddon.

Lark.—To have larks—to indulge in boyish tricks. F.

What larks we had when we were boys

!

mien the sky fails we shall catch larks—an absurd statement, used to

throw ridicule on any fanciful proposition. C.

The stationary state may turn out after all to be the millennium of economic ex-

pectation, but for anything we know the sky may fall and we may be catching larks

before that millennium arrives.

—

Contemporary Revkir, ISSG.

Late.—Late in the day—behind time ; too late. C. Used with refer-

ence to long periods.

" I am not going to stand your eternal visits to him."

"You have stood them for twenty years. Rather late in the day to object now,

isn't it?" she remarked coolly.—H. E. Haggard.

Laugh.— To laugh to scorn—to treat with ridicule. P.

Lochiel would undoubtedly have laughed the doctrine of non-resistance to scorn.
—Macaulay.

To laugh in one's sleeve—to smile in^^ardly while preserving a serious

countenance. P.

TTis simplicity was very touching. ..." How they must have laughed at you in

their sleeves, my poor Willie 1 " she answered pityingly.

—

James Payn.
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To laiKjh off—to dismiss willi a laugh. P.

Our baronet endeavoured to laugh off with a good grace his apostasy from the

popular party.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

To laugh out of the other comer or side of the mouth—to be made to feel

vexation ; to have the laugh turned agamst a jeering person. C.

"Nonsense !
" said Adam. "Let it alone, Ben Cranage. You'll laugh o' th' other

side o' your mouth then."

—

George Eliot.

To laugh on the wroug side of one^s face—to be humiliated. C.

By-and-by thou wilt laugh on the wrong side of thy face.—Caelyle.

Law.—To have or take the law of any one—to prosecute any one m a

law court. C.

" There's a hackney-coachman downstairs, with a black eye and a tied-up head,

vowing he'll have the law of you."
" What do you meau,—law?" Sedlpy faintly asked.
" For thrashing him last night."

—

Thackeray.
"She was as bad as he," said Tinker. "She took the law of every one of her

tradesmen. "—Thackeray.

A law of the Medes and the Persians—an unalterable law. P.

We looked upon every trumpery little custom and habit which had obtained in

the school as though it had become a law of the Medes and Persians.—T. Hughe.s.

Laiv-ahiding—obedient to the laws. P.

Yet the road is not worthy of this reputation. It has of late years become orderly

;

its present condition is dull and law-abiding.

—

Besant.

Lay.— The lay or lie of the land—the general features of a tract of

country. P.

Fortunately, they both of them had a very fair idea of the lay of the land ; and, in

addition to this, John possessed a small compass fastened to his watch-chain.—H.

R. Haggard.

To lay about one—to strike on all sides. P.

He'll lay about him to-day.

—

Shakespeare.
He lustily laid about him ; but in consequence he was brought to the ground and

his head cut off.

—

Bunyan.

To lay hy—to save ; to store away. P.

He had not yet, it is true, paid off all the mortgages, still less had it been in his

power to lay by anything out of his income.

—

Good Words, 1SS7.

To lay down the laio—to speak with authority. C.

Though it was pleasant to lay down the law to a stupid neighbour who had no
notion how to make the best of his farm, it was also an agreeable variety to learn

something from a clever fellow like Adam Bede.—George Eliot.

To lay the corner-stone—to make a regular beginning. P.

I verily believe she laid the corner-stone of all her fiuure misfortunes «t lluit very
instant.

—

Maria Eduewokth.

\
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To lay heads together—to consult. C.

Then they laid their heads together, and whispered their own version of the story.
—Besaxt.

To lay to heart—to ponder deeply upon. P.

To do Alice justice, though she listens to such lessons she does not lay them to

heart as she might.

—

Edinburgh Review, ISS'3.

Lay it to thy heart.

—

Shakespeare.

To lay loir—to bury. P.

I saw her laid low in her kindred's vault.—SHAKESrEARE.

To lay riolent hands on—to murder. P.

I do believe that violent hands were laid

Upon the life of this thrice-famed duke.

—

Shakespeare.

To lay hy the heels—to render powerless; to confine. F. Originally

used of imprisonment in the stocks, a punishment inflicted on vagrants

and others. The ankles were enclosed in a board, the culprit pre-

serving a sitting posture. See Heels.

Poor old Benjy ! the rheumatiz has much to answer for all through English coun-
try sides, but it never played a scurvier trick than in laying thee by the heels.

—

T. Hughes.

To lay oneself oiU, for—to direct one's energies towards. P.

"And now," said Mr. CoUiber, "you will take chambers in Pall Mall; you wiU
join a club— I can get you into as good a one as you have a right to expect; you
will drive in your cab to the office every day

;
you will lay yourself out for giving -

dinners."

—

Besaxt.

To he laid up—to be unwell; to be confined in one's room with sick-

ness. C.

He was made so rabid by the gout, with which he happened to be then laid up,

that he threw a footstool at the dark servant in return for his intelligence.

—

Dickens.

To lay in—to store for use on an approaching occasion. P.

The aboriginal peasantry of the neighbourhood were laying in pikes and knives.

—

JLvcaulay.

To lay it on—to exaggerate ; to do anything extravagantly. F.

Now you are laying it on. Surely he could not get so high a salary.

A lay fifjure—a human model used bj' an artist. P.

Meantime you are not to be a lay figure, or a mere negative.—C. Reade.

To lay to—(a) to cease from advancing; to stop. P. See Lie to.

" Well, gentlemen," said the captain, " the best that I can say is not much. We
must lay to, if you please, and keep a bright look-out."—R. L. Stevenson.

-^^-<r-(i) to be sure of ; to be certain regarding. F.

"Ask your pardon, sir, you would be very wrong," quoth Silver. "You would
lose your precious life, and you may lay to that."— R. L. Stevenso.v.
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To lay anything to one's charge—to accuse him of it; to hold liiin re-

sponsible for it. P. Biblical. (See Dent. xxi. 8 ; Rom. viii. 33.

)

My scoundrelly enemies did not fail to confirm and magnify tlie rumour, and
would add that I was the cause of her insanity ; I had driven her to distraction, I

had killed BuUingdon, I had murdered my own son : I don't know what else they

laid to my charge.

—

Thackeray.

To lay ottt—(a) to spend (of money). P.

Unluckily all our money had been laid out that morning in provisions.

—

Goldsmith.

(h) to invest. P.

To crown all, Mademoiselle Beatrice is a funded proprietor, and consulted the

writer of this biography as to the best method of laying out a capital of two hundred
francs, which is the present amount of her fortune.

—

Thackeray.

(c) to prepare a corpse for the coffin. P.

" "What am I to do about laying her out ? " asked Mrs. Evitt of the doctor.—Miss
Braddon.

(d) to be willing to undertake the charge of.

I have never laid myself out for families. Children are so mischievous.—Miss
Braddon.

The hid or hinrhin lay—the practice of robbing young cliildren—a special

branch of the London thieves' art. S. See the career of Noah Clay-

pole in Oliver Twist.

" You did well yesterday, my dear," said Fagin ;
" beautiful ! Six shillings and

ninepence halfpenny on the very first day. The kinchin lay will be a fortune to

you."—DiCKEN.S.
What in Oliver Twist fifty years later is called tlie kinchin lay, appears here (in

Captain Grose's dictionary) as the kid lay; the last word meaning profession.

—

Kino-
ton Oliphant, in Tlie New English.

Lead.—To lead one a pretty dance—to cause one unnecessary trouble. C.

"Well, my lord," cried Sir Terence, out of breath, "you have led me a pretty

dance all over the town."—Maria Edgeworth.

To lead up to—to conduct to gradually and cautiously. P.

Mr. Fleming does not even accuse the incumbent of insidiously leading up to

Mariolatry.

—

Saturday Review, 1SS7.

After a little rambling talk the lawyer led up to the subject which so disagreeably

preoccupied him.—R. L. Stevenson.

To lead off—to begin. P.

There were, no doubt, many ardent and sincere persons who seemed to think this

as simple a thing to do as to lead off a Virginia reel.—J. R. Lowell.

To lead tip a ball—said of the most important couple wlio open tlii' Imll

by commencing the dance. P.

Mr. Thornhill and my eldest daughter led up the ball, to tlie great delight of the

spectators. —Goldsmith.

To lead by the nose. See Nose.
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Leaf.— To take a leaf out of another j^erson's book—to imitate hini in

certain particulars. C.

Do you know, Arminius, I begin to think, and many people in this country begin

to think, that the time has almost come for taking a leaf out of your Prussian book.

—M. Arnold.

To turn over a new leaf—to begin a different mode of life. C.

I suppose he'll turn over a new leaf, now there's a lady at the head of the establish-

ment.

—

Geoboe Eliot.

Leak.— To leak out—to become gradually known (of sometliing which

has been kept a secret). P.

It was plain that the news of his engagement had leaked out through one of those

mysterious channels which no amount of care can ever effectually close in sucli

cases.—W. E. Nobkis.

To sprhirj a leak—to let in water. P.

Whether she sprang a leak, I cannot find,

Or whether she was overset with wind.

But down at once with aU her crew she went.

—

Dryden.

Leap.—By leaps and hounds—by a series of sndden and rapid ad-

vances. P.

The figures showing the advance by leaps and bounds of Jewish pauperism year

after year are no less striking.

—

Spectator, 1SS7.

Leap year—a year of three hundred and sixty -six days, occiirring every

fourth year. P. Ladieg are allowed to propose marriage to gentle-

men durmg leap years.

But I don't remember any one having given me an " engaged ring " before ; and
it's not leap year (the year when ladies propose) neither.

—

James Payn.

Least.— The least said the soonest mended—it is prudent to speak little.

C.

The old lady ventured to approach Mr. Benjamin Allen with a few comforting

reflections, of which the chief were, that after all, perhaps it was well it was no
worse; the least said the soonest mended.

—

Dickens.

Leather.—Leather and p7'unella {ov jjruneUo)—what is on the exterior;

non-essential. P. Prunella is a cloth used by shoemakers in making
the uppers of boots.

Worth makes the man, and want of it the fellow;

The rest is all but leather or prunello.

—

Pope.
The question is. How is the book likely to sell? All the rest is leather and

prunella (does not matter).—James Payx.

Leave.—To leave off—(a) to cease or desist from; to abandon. P.

First they left off worshipping the gods of Troy.—Besant.

(h) to discontinue wearing. P.

He goes in liis doublet and hose, and leaves off his wit.

—

Shakespeare.
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To leave out in the cold—to neglect; to exclude from participation in

anything. P.

My boy was to have been her heir, but she had the disposal of her property, and
she has bequeathed it all to Cornellis, so my son is left out in the cold.

—

Chambers's
Journal, ISSS.

To leave in the lurch. See Lurch.

Leek.— To eat or swalloio the leeh—to submit to what is humiliating. C.

One has heard of eating the leek, but that is nothing in comparison with that

meal of the Sepoys at Dustybad.

—

Jasies Payn.
It was certain that he (Mr. Erin) would have to swallow a very large leek (under-

go a very painful mortification) first.

—

James Payn.

Left.—Over the left—understand quite the reverse of what is said. P.

Each gentleman pointed with his right thumb over his left shoulder. This action,

imperfectly described by the feeble term " over the left," when performed by any num-
ber of ladies and gentlemen who are accustomed to act in unison, has a very graceful

and airy effect; its expression is one of light and airy sarcasm.

—

Dickens.

A left-handed compliment—a saying which, though apparently meant to

flatter, really depreciates. An unlucky piece of flattery. P.

His quiet manner left his speech unpunctuated, and his fishy eyes, level voice, and
immovable face put no dot to an amlpiguous " i," and crossed no "t" in a left-

handed compliment.

—

Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.
1

To get left—to be disappointed.

Yes ; and there will be the same inevitable feature, about his canvas that there was

in 1888. He (Cleveland) 'U get left.—New Yoik Weekly Tribune.

On the left hand—in an irregitlar way. C.

And then this girl, this Yetta, had Clinton blood in her, if on the left han"3, and
sadly mixed.

—

Mr.s. E. Lynn Linton.

A left-handed oath—an oath which is not binding. C.

" It must be a left-handed oath," he said, as he obeyed her.

—

Hugh Conw.a.y.

Leg.—To give leg-hail—to run off; to escape. F.

It is by no means improbable that the marauder.', with a good start and active

horses under them, wiU have given leg-bail to (eluded) their pursuers.

—

Daily Tele-

graph, 1SS7.

Even an attorney may give leg-bail to (escape from) the power under which he lives.

—Blaokmore.

On one's legs—erect ; about to make a speech. P.

He (Major Scott) was always on his legs ; he was very tedious ; and lie had only

one topic, the merits and wrongs of Hastings.

—

Macaulay.

On its last legs—about to peri.sh; ready to fall. P.

I entirely agree with your condemnation of the London coal tax. T read with tlie

utmost satisfaction the denunciation of it by Lord Ilandolpli Churcliill. If he holds

to his position the tax must be on its last legs—W. E. Gl.vdsthne.
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Without a Ifiij to t<faiid o)i—having no support. C.

And that fool Kimble says the newspaper's talking about peace. Why, the country
wouldn't have a leg to stand on (would be ruined).—Geou(ie Kliot.
They coinp.^red notes, and agreed that no system but the separate one had a leg to

stand on (had any chance of succeeding).— C. Keade.

To (jive a leg up—to help into the saddle. C.

His friend Tim giving him a l.g up, he canters sober John past the stand.—G. J.

VVuvte-Melville.

To Maud on one's oirn legs—to be dependent on no one. C.

Persons of their fortune and quality could well have stood upon their own legs.

—

Collier.

To maJce a leg—to bow in the old-fashioned way, drawing one leg back-

ward. P.

So in they come ; each makes his leg,

And flings his head before.

—

Cowper.
He made his leg and went away.

—

Swift.
Each made a leg in the approved rural fashion.— A. Tbollope.

To put one's best leg foremost—to walk or run at the top of one's speed;

to hurry. C. See Foot.

" Now, you must put your best leg foremost, old lady," whispered Sowerberry in

the old woman's ear; " we are rather late."

—

Dickens.

Good sea-legs—capacity of standing the motion of a ship at sea without

suffering from sea-sickness. F.

It was one of those doubtful days when people who are conscious of not possessing

good sealegs, and who yet enjoy a sail in moderate weather, are prone to hesitate.—

James Payn^.

Legion.— Their name is legion—they are countless; their number is

infinite. C. A phrase taken from the Bible (Mark v. 9).

Lend.— To lend a hand—to help. C.

You see the manufacturers. Here they are, with their wives and daughters. They
all lend a hand, and between them the thing is done.

—

Besaxt.

Length.—At length—(a) at last; after a long time. P.

And as she watched, gradually her feet and legs grew cold and numb, till at length

she could feel nothing below her bosom.—H. R. Haggard.

{h) to the full extent ; omitting nothing. P.

" I propose to go into the subject at length after breakfast," returned Alexander.

—

R. L. Steven-son.

At full length—stretched out to the full extent. P.

Here stretch thy body at fuU length.—Wordsworth.

' Let.— To let ojf—to excuse ; to set free. P.

We can't let you off, Lady 3Iona. It is imperative that you should wash your

face in sight of us all, and dry it too.

—

Florence Marrvat.

1?,
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To let on—to reveal ; to let people kuow. F.

"I vow," said Mr. Slick, "I wish I hadn't let on (allowed people to know) that I

had it at all."

—

Halibuuton.
" But you won't let on, Ewan, will you ?" he said.

—

Hall Caine.

It is also used of dissimulation.

He lets on that he is wealthy.

To ht fly or let driiv—(a) to discharge a missile with force. C.

I looked up, and there, as I thought, was the calf. So I got my rifle on and let

drive, first with one barrel, then with the other. —H. E. Haggard.

(b) to aim a blow ; to strike at with violence. C.

He let fly with such stoutness at the giant's head and sides that he made him let

his weapon fall out of his hand.

—

Bunvan.

/To let oiit—to disclose; to make known what A\oiild otherwise be a

secret. P.

Nave let out one day that he had remonstrated with his daughter in vain.

—

Mrs.
H. Wood.

To let alone—to leave unmolested ; not to approach. P.

It really was not poor Aleck's fault. He is gentle as a lamb when he is let alone.—
H. R. Haggard.

To let well alone—to refuse to interfere where matters are already satis-

factory. C.

Let alone—a, phrase signifying " much less." F.

I have not had, this livelong day, one drop to cheer my heart.

Nor brown (a copper) to buy a bit of bread with—let alone a tart.—Barham.

To let one in—to make one responsible without his knowledge. F.

He was let in for a good hundred pounds by his son's bankruptcy.

To let slide—to allow anything to pass unnoticed. S.

I call this friendly. I asked myself last night, "Will these boys come to see me,
or will they let the ragged Yankee slide?" And here you are.

—

Besaxt .vnd Rice.

To let go of anything—to relax one's hold of it. C.

He let go of Bessie in his perple.xity and fear.—H. E. Haggard.

Let he !—no matter ! C.

Leon. Do not draw the curtain.

Paid. No longer shall you gaze on't, lest your fancy

May think anon it moves.

Leon. Let be, let be !

—

Shakespeare.

To let he—to leave alone. C.

Would it not be well to let her be, to give him his way and leave her to go hers, in

peace?—H. R. Haggard.

Letter.— The Utter of the laic—the cvact literal interpretation of a law

or written document. P.

Farmer Gray had always the preference, and the hatred of Mr. Hopkins know no
bounds—that is, no bounds but the letter of tlie law, of which he was ever mindful,
because lawsuits arc expensive.

—

Maria Edoeworth.
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To the letter—exactly ; following instructions minutely. P.

He was overbearing, harsh, exacting, and insisted on his orders being carried out

to the letter.

—

Bes.\nt.

Red letter. See Red.

Level.— To (to one's level best—to exert oneself to the utmost of one's

power. F. His Level Best is the name of a work by a Mr. Hale,

published in Boston in 1877.

He did his level best to get me the post.

To have one''s head level—to be discreet; to have a well-balanced mind.

F. American.

" The jury must be mad !"

" I guess not, Pat. They've the reputation of being a level-headed lot."

—

Macmil-

lan's Mafjazine, ISSi'.

To level xip—to bring what is lower to an equality with what is liigher.

P. First used by Lord Mayo in 1869.

The older officials with smaller salaries applied to have them levelled up to the

salaries of the new-comers.

To level down—to bring what is higher to an equality with things that

are lower. P.

The Government, however, did the reverse—they levelled down the salaries.

Lick.— To lick into shape—to give form or method to a person or thing.

F. The phrase owes its origin to the fable that the cubs of a bear

are born shapeless, and are licked into shape by their mother.

" But," said the doctor, as he resumed his chair, "tell me, Bonnycastle, how you
could possibly manage to lick such a cub into shape, when you do not resort to

flogging?"

—

Captain JIaruvat.

To lick the dust—to fall in battle. P.

His enemies shall lick the dust.

—

Psalm Ixxii. 0.

To lick the spittle of—to crouch before ; to be meanly servile towards. F.

His heart too great, though fortune little, •

To Uck a rascal statesman's spittle.

—

Swift.

T.I P.

—

As far as in one lies—as far as one is able; to the limit of one's

powers. P.

As far as in me lies, I mean to live up to her standard for the future.—Florence
Marrvat.

To give the lie to—to contradict flatly. P.

WTien another traducer went the length of including Margaret in the indictment

by the assertion that a female relative of Mr. Erin's performed the more delicate

work of the autographs, he gave him the lie direct.

—

James Payn.

To lie to—to be stopped in her course (of a ship). P.

We now ran plump into a fog, and lay to (took in the sails and checked the speed

of the vessel).—Lord Dufferix.
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To lie to one's ivork—to work vigorously. F.

They lay to the work and finished it by mid-day.

To He on hand—to remain xinsold. P.

To lie on one's hands—to hang heavily. P.

Time lay on her liands during her son's absence.

To lie %vith any one—to belong to any one ; to l^e the duty of any one. P.

The charge of souls lies upon them.

—

Bacon.
It lay, she said, with Henry, to make overtures of conciliation.

Life.— To the life—exactly; so as to reproduce the original person or

scene. P.

Victor Hugo, who delighted in that kind of figure, would have painted him to the

Mi&—Spectator, 1SS7.

As larye as life—of the same size as the living being represented. P.

He marched up and down before the street door like a peacock, as large as life and

twice as natural.

—

Halibokton.

To bear a charmed life— to escape death in almost a miraculous

manner. P.

Up and down the ladders, upon the roofs of buildings, over floors that quaked and
trembled with his weight, under the lee of falling bricks and stones, in every part of

that great fire was he ; but he bore a charmed life, and had neither scratch nor

bruise.—D ickens.

For my life ; for the life of me—although I should lose my life as a

penalty. C. A phrase used in strong assertions.

Nor could I, for my life, see how the creation of the world had anything to do with

the business I was talking of.

—

Gold.smith.
Half an hour ago Walter, for liis life, would have hardly called her by name.

But he could do so now when she entreated hira.

—

Dicken's.

Lucy, for the life of her, could not help fancying there was something in it.— A.

Trollope.

Lift.—To lift np the eyes or face—to look with confidence. A Biblical

phrase.

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills.

—

Psalm cxxi. 2.

Thou shalt lift up thy face unto God.

—

Job xxii. 26.

To lift up the head—to rejoice ; to triumph. Biblical.

And now shall my head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me.

—

rsolm

xxvii. 6.

To lift vp the heel ar/ainst— to treat violently (and ungratefully).

Biblical.

He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.

—

John xiii. IS.

Talfourd, in the bitterness of his soul, exclaimed tliat Literature's own famili.nr

friend, in whom she trusted, and who had eaten of her bread, had lifted up his hod
against her.—G. O. Tkevelyav.

J
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To lift up the voice—to cry aloud in joy or in sorrow. Biblical.

And Saul lifted up his voice, and wept.

—

1 Samuel xxiv. 16.

They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing.

—

Isaiah xxii: lU.

To lift up the horn—to be arrogant in behaviour. Biblical. See Horn.

Lift not up your Iiorn ou high : speak not with a stiff neck (jJroudly).

—

Psalm
Ixxv. 5.

Light.— To see the light—to be born; to come into actual existence. P.

The good brother ! But for him my poems would never have seen the light.

—

Bksajjt.

To make light of—to treat as of no importance ; to disregard. P.

But my father made light of all plebeian notions.—C. Eeade.
"Don't you be so aggravating, old man," said the good-natured George; "and

you, Mr. Meadows, should know how to make light of an old man's tongue."

—

C. Reade.

7'o stand in one's on-n light. See Stand.

~ To set light hy—to undervalue ; to despise. P.

He sets light by his wife's notions.

To bring to light—to disclose ; to make known. P.

The duke yet would have dark deeds darkly answered ; he would never bring them
to light.

—

Shakespeare.

To come to light—to become known. P.

Come, let us go; these things, come thus to light,

Smother her spirits up.

—

Shakespeake.

Light-fingered gentry—pickpockets.

To light out—to make off; to disappear. S. An Americanism.

Cliehoyfjan Tribune. Oh, yes, the Soo is booming, and the following proves it:—

Harry Leavitt, manager of the theatre, skipped last week. The Eckert Robinson

Co. did not take in enough to pay expenses, and left between two days. Billy Mac-

Robie drugged and robbed a printer, named Tom Nelson, on Monday night, and lit

out. Curious how they like to leave a live town.

—

SauU Ste. Marie Ncivs, Aug. 1SS8.

'To light upon—to find ; to discover by accident. P.

M. de Bernard's characters are men and women of genteel society—rascals enough,

but living in no state of convulsive crimes ; and we follow him In his lively, malicious

account of their manners, without risk of lighting upon any such horrors as Balzac

and Dumas have provided for us.

—

Thackeray.

Light of carriage—loose in conduct. F.

She was said to be rather Uglit of carriage.—Captain Marryat.

Like.—Had like—came near. P. See H.vvk.

Limb.—Limb ofthe lav)—a member of the legal profession ; a lawyer. F.

Then, when this base-minded limb of the law grew to be sole creditor over all,

he takes him out a custodian on all the denominations and sub-denominations.—

Maria Edoeworth.
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Line.—Hard lines—harsh treatment ; undeserved misfortune. F.

His wife would be tlie best person, only it would be hard lines on her.—A.
Tkollope.

The line of beauty—the ideal line formed by a graceful curve of any
kind. P.

But you know what I mean by the artistic temperament: that way of taking
the line of beauty to get at what you wish to do or say.—W. D. Howells.

All alomj the line—in every particular. P.

The accuracy of the supposed statements of fact is contested all along tlie line by
persons on the spot.—W. E. Gladstone.

To read hetioeen the lines. See Read.

The lines are fallen to me in jyleasant ^^toces—I am fortunate in my
worldly surroundings (Ps. xvi. 6).

A lonely wayfarer, happy in the knowledge that his daughter's fate was no longer
allied with his, that wliatever evil might befall him, her lines were set in pleasant
places.

—

Miss Braddon.

Linked.—Linked sweetness long drawn out—something which pleases

the senses for a considerable time. P. A line of Milton's L'Alleyro

often quoted.
Lap me in soft Lydian airs,

Married to immortal verse

;

Such as the melting soul may pierce,

In notes with many a winding bout
Of linked sweetness long drawn out.

—

Milton.

Lion.—A lion, or a ijreat lion—a very popular person. C.

We (Bulwer and Disraeli) are great lions here (at Bath), as you may imagine.—
Disraeli.

The lioji's share—a disproportionately large share. P. See yEsop's

fable of the lion who went out hunting with a \\'ild ass. " I will take

the first share," he said, "because I am king; and the second share,

as a partner with you in the chase.

"

Mr. and Mrs. Armytage had their bottle of champagne, of wliich the latter, it was
rather ill-naturedly said, got tlie lion's share.—James P.vyn.

Lip.—To make a lip—to have a sullen or mocking expression of face. P.

I will make a lip at the physician—ShaivRspeare.

To keep or carry a stiff upper lip—to be stubborn or ill-tempered. S.

It's a proper pity such a clever woman should carry such a stiil' upper lip (possess

such a bad temper).

—

Haliburton.

To smack one's lips—to express satisfaction. F.

She enjoyed the supremacy of these names exceedingly, ami, to use a very in-

appropriate (because common) expression, smacked her lijis over it.

—

Ja.mes Pavn.
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Little.— The Little Go—aai examination which candidates for the B.A. de-

gree at the English universities have to pass early in their course. C.

Then came the sentimental walks with that tall coUege man, who was reading
with tlie Kev. Mr. Tuck's curate ;—much reading he did. No wonder he got plucked
in the Little iJo.

—

Mrs. H. Wood.

Live.— To live dovon—to prove an accusation false by a consistent life. P.

He was beginning to live down the hostility of certain of his neighbours.—W. E
NoBRls, in Good Words, JSS7.

To live np to anythinfj^io prove oneself by one's life worthy of something

excellent. P. Punch satirizes an a?sthetic man and liis wife who,
having obtained a fine piece of old blue china, resolved " to live up
to it."

And try to believe that, so far as in me lies, I mean to live up to her standard for

the future.

—

Florence Marrtat.

Liver. — White-livered, lily-livered, pigeon-livered, milk-livered— cow-

ardly ; meek-tempered. C. The liver was considered formerly to be

the seat of passion and bravery.

Curse him, the white-livered Englishman !—H. E. Haggard.
Go, prick thy face, and over-red thy fear.

Thou lily-livered boy.

—

Shakespeare.
I am pigeon-livered (too mild in disposition), and lack gall.—Shakespeare.

Loaf.— The loavc'i and fshes—the actual profits ; the material benefits.

P. A phrase taken from the New Testament. Christ fed a multi-

tude with some loaves and a few small fishes. Those who followed

him not for his teaching, l)ut for the mere gratification of their ap-

petites, were said to desire the loaves and fishes.

Thenceforward he was rich and independent, and spared the temptation of play-

ing the political game with any pressing regard to the loaves and fishes of office.

—

Edinburgh Eecieic, 1SS7.

Lock.— To lock the stable-door after the steed is stolen—to take precau-

tions too late. P.

\Vhen the sailors gave me my money again, they kept back not only about a third

of the whole sum, but my father's leather purse ; so that from that day out (thence-

forward), I carried my gold loose in a pocket witli a button. I now saw there must
be a hole, and clapped my hand to the place in a great hurry. But this was to lock

the stable-door after the steed was stolen.—R. L. Stevenson.

Locum.—Locum tenens—one who holds a situation temporarily ; a sub-

stitute. P. Latin.

And behold, he and his parishioners are given over to a locum tenens.—Nineteenth

Century, ISS7.

Log.— Lof/-ro/l})u/—laudatory criticisms in literary re\'iews bestowed on

one another by private friends. P.

There is certainly no excuse for literary log-rolling. It is a detestable offencs.—

North Amtrican Rcvitv;, 1887.
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Loggerheads.

—

To he at loggerheads ; to come, fall, or fjo to loijijerheada

—to quarrel ; to disagree. C.

A couple of travellers that took uj) an ass fell to loggerheads which should be Lis

master.

—

L'Estrange.
Tim Linkinwater is out of the question ; for Tim, sir, is such a tremendous fellow

that he could never contain himself, but would go to loggerheads with the father

before he had been in the place five minutes.

—

Dickens.

Loins.— To gird up the loinn—to brace oneself for vigorous action. P.

But her father's will was law to her, and she girded up her spiritual loins and pre-

pared for the encounter.

—

Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

Lombard Street.—Lombard Street to a China orange—something very

valuable staked against a thing of little value ; very long odds. C.

Lombard Street, in London, near the Bank of England, is a centre of

great banking and mercantile transactions.

^ " It is Lombard Street to a China orange," quoth LTncle Jack.

"Are the odds in favour of fame against failure really so great?" answered my
father.

—

Bulwer Lvtton.

Long.—At or in the /o?if/-r«)j—eventually ; before all is over. P.

At the long-run these fellows never thrive.

—

Mari.a Edgeworth.
A statesman in the long-run must yield to royal solicitation.— G. O. Trevelyan.

The long and the short of a matter—a matter viewed briefly in its most

important aspects ; the important principle, or fact, contained in any

statement. C.

But my mother wouldn't part with him if he was a still worse encumbrance. It

isn't that we don't know the long and short of matters, but it's our principle.

—

George Eliot.

The long and short of the matter is, that on getting off the lake, after seven hours'

rowing, 1 felt as much relieved as if I had been dining for the same length of~time

with Her Majesty the Queen.

—

Thackeray.

To d7'aw or jmll the long boiv—to exaggerate. C.

King of Corpus (who was an incorrigible wag) was on the point of pulling some
dreadful long bow, and pointing out a half-dozen of peoi)le in the room as K. and H.
and L., etc., the most celebrated wits of that day.

—

Tuackeray.

By a long chalk—very considerably. F.

Soon after Bordeaux she had words (quarrelled) with the lions. They, in tlicir in-

fernal conceit, thought themselves more attractive than Djek. " It is cUk versa, and
by a long chalk' (very much so), said Djek and Co.—0. I!eaije.

Look.— To look after—to attend to ; to pay careful attention to. P.

Politeness of manner and knowledge of the world .should principally be looked
after by a tutor.

—

Locke.
I assured you that when the trust was paid I would look after lier.—Besant.

Look you '—please observe what I am saying. C.

It was a place where professional singers—women, too, look you, nearly as bad us

dancers, not to say actresses—came and .sat on a platform and sang for money —
Ju.siix M'Carthy.
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To look alive, or look nharp—to hurry ; to be quick ; to act promptly. F.

" Tell young gent to look alive," says giiard, opening the Iiind-liont.—T. Hughes.
Their life, bitter as it was, would be bitterer if they did not look sharp and learn a

good many texts.—C. Eeade.

7'o look xharp after—to watch carefully. 1'.

The moment I became her sole guardian, 1 liad sworn on my knees she should

never kill another man : judge whether I had to look sharp after her.—C. Reade.

To look blue—to show signs of disgust or disappointment. F.

Squire Brown looks rather blue at having to pay two pounds ten shillings for the

posting e.xpenses from Oxford.—T. IIuuhes.

To look dar/r/ers—to gaze upon with anger. P.

There he sits abaft the mainmast, looking daggers at us.—C. Reade.

To look up—to improve ; to grow brighter ; to be in demand. C.

"Things are looking up, Jeremiah," he said in a tone of exultation.— B. L.

KAUJ EON.

In commercial phrase, coffins were looking up.—Dickens.

To look a person up—to visit him. F.

But Lucy would have me come and look you up ; and I assure you I had rather

face a battery of my own cannon.

—

T}ie Mistletoe Bough, ISSii.

To look ill upon—to visit informally. C.

" I had no idea you had a visitor here, Mrs. Jennynge," he said.

" Yes ; Miss Josceline was so good as to look in upon us."

—

James Payn.

To look in the face—to examine boldly ; to refuse to shrink from exam-

ining. P.

Sir Condy (was) not willing to take his affairs into his own hands, or to look them
even in the face.

—

Maiua Edcewortii.
It was many a day, however, before she could look her own misfortune in the face.

—James Payn.

To look to—to take care of. P.

She hated to water her flowers now ; she bade one of her servants look to the

garden.—C. Reade.

, That is your look out—you must provide against that. F.

If he chooses to vote for the devil, that is his look out.—O. W. Holmes.

To look out—to guard against dangers ; to take precautions ; to be care-

ful. F.

Time sometimes brings its revenges, and, if it does, you may look out, Mrs.

Bellamy.—H. R. Haggard.

To look over—(a) to read over. P.

Meet presently at the palace ; every man look o'er his part ; for, the short and the

long is, our play is preferred.

—

Shakespeake.

«^ {}>) to overlook ; to allow to pass. P.

He forgave her, and lo kod over her conduct.

—

Murray's Marjuzinc, JSS7.
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To look for a need/t: in a hay^fach—to search after aiij'thing with very

little chance of finding it. P.

There is little use searching for him in this crowd ; it is like looking for a needle

in a haystack.

To look throwjh coloured spectacles—to see things not as they really are,

but distorted by one's own prejudices. P.

People who live much by themselves are apt to look at things through coloured

spectacles.

To look foricard to—to expect with feelings of pleasure. P.

The children are all looking forward to your visit.

To look about one—to be cautious and wary. C.

John began to think it high time to look about him (take precautions for the

future).

—

Arbuthnot.

Loose.—To loose one's purse-strings—to give money towards some good

object. C.

On the loose—dissipated. F.

Her husband is, I fear, on the loose just now.

A loose fish—a dissipated man. F.

In short, Mr. Miles was a loose fish.—C. Eeade.

Having a tile loose. See Tile.

Lord.—-4 lord of creation—a man (as distinguished from a woman). C.

The term is generally used jocularly.

No, I had rather be a woman, with all her imperfections, tlian one of those lords

of creation, such as we generally find them.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

Lose.— To lose caste—to be no longer welcomed in the houses of re-

spectable people. P.

You may break every command in the decalogue with perfect good breeding, nay,

if you are adroit, without losing caste.—J. R. Lowell.

To lose heart—to become dispirited. P.

Deprived of solid support in the rear, the men in front will probably lose heart,

and be easily driven away or arrested.

—

Furtnhjhtly Rnneio, li>i>7.

To lose the day—to be defeated. P.

You will be shot, and your houses will be burnt, and if you lose the day those who
escape will be driven out of the country.—H. E. H.\cH!.\.r>D.

Loss.—To he at a loss—to be unable to decide. P.

Jane herself was quite at a loss (quite bewildered) to think who could possibly have
ordered the piano.—Jane Austen.

Love.—Lore in a cottage—marriage without a sufHcicnt income to live

in the fashionable world. P.

Lady Clonbrony had not, for her own part, the slightest notion how anybody
out of Bedlam could prefer, to a good house, a decent cquip:<ge, and a proper estab-

lishment, vihat i-" called love in a cottage.

—

Maeia Eugewortu,
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There is no love lost between them—they dislike each other. P.

There is no great love lost between the English Conservative Cabinet and the Bul-

garian Government.

—

Fortnightlij Rcvkv, Itm?.

To make lore to—to woo ; to court. P.

" And you're making love to her, are you ?" said Cute to the young smith.
" Yes," returned Richard quickly, for he was nettled by the question ; "and wo

are going to be married on New Year's day."

—

Dickkns.

Luck.—Down on one's luck. See Down.

Lucky.— To cut or make one's lucky—to run off; to decamp. S.

He (Fagin) might have got into trouble if we hadn't made our lucky.

—

Dickens.

LUCUS.—Lvcua a non lucendo. Aii etymological pun. Lucus, which
means a dark grove, seems to be connected with Inceo, to shine, but is

not. This derivation rests on a principle of contradiction.

Thus Verdant's score was always on the lucus a non Incendo principle of deriva-

tion, for not even to a quarter of a score did it ever reach.

—

Virdant Green.

Lug.—In liKj—pawned. S.

My fiddle is in lug just now.

To lug in — to introduce violently ; to drag in without sufficient

cause. F.

It doesn't matter what the subject is, always provided that he can lug in the

bloated aristocrat and the hated Tory.—Besant.

Lump.—A lump Hum—a sum which includes many small items ; a sum
given at one time to cover several smaller payments. P.

The amounts asked for should be granted in a lump sum to the Imperial Govern-
ment.

—

Daily Telegraph, 18S5.

Having a lump in one's throat—ready to weep. C.

He grew more grave, and quiet, and slow. The lump in my throat grew larger

every moment (I felt every moment readier to weep).—Beigrawa, 18SC.

To lump it—to dislike anything. S. Generally used in the phrase,

—

".She won't like that at all," said Musselbow.
" Then she must lump it."—A. Trollope.

Lurch.—To have in the lurch—to abandon ; to leave in a helpless con-

dition. P.

For myself, I think you are giving him an immense deal of unnecessary trouble,

and that if he left you in the lurch it would serve you right.—A. Trollope.
"My only excuse," said he, "is that it never occurred to me to tliink that Tracy

would leave me in the lurch."

—

Good Words, 1SS7.

At lurch—hidden or secreted (generally for a bad purpose). F.

'To give a lurch—to tell a lie ; to deceive. S.
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M
M.

—

To have an M under the ijirdle—to have the courtesy to address

people by the title Mr., Mrs., or Madam. C.

Mad.—As mad an a hatter—crazy ; dangerously insane. F.

I know him very well. He's a very good fellow, but as mad as a hatter. He's

called Madman, you know.—T. Hughes.

As mad as a March hare—dangerously mad ; crack-brained. F.

" Oh," said the admiral, " then he is mad."
" As a March hare, sir. And I'm afraid putting him in irons will make him worse.

It is a case for a lunatic asylum."—C. Re.^^de.

Like mad—in an excited fashion ; hurriedly. F.

None would liave known the staid, respectable Meadows in this figure that came
flying over hedge, and ditch, and brook, his hat dangling and leaping like mad be-

hind him.—C. Ee.^de.

To go or run mad after anything—to conceive a violent passion for

it. C.

The world is running mad after farce.

—

Dryden.

Magnum.—Magnum opus—great work ; masterpiece. P. Latin.

"I shall never achieve any great work in London," he told himself. "For my
magnum opus I must have the tranquillity of wood and moor."—Miss Bkaddos.

Mahomet.—Mahomet coming to the mountain—the less coming to the

greater. P.

"As the mountain would not come to Mahomet, Miss Eayne, you see that

Mahomet has come to the mountain," she says, to hide her annoyance.

—

Flor-esce
Marryat.

Maid.—A maid-of-all-worh—a general servant, who acts as cook, ^vaiter,

bedroom attendant, etc. P.

If the bishop is going to Paris, and wants an honest maid-of-all-work, he can have

her, I have no doubt.—Thackeray.

Maiden.—Maiden speech—first speech. P.

He (Lord Byron) was greatly, indeed childishly, elated by the compliments paid to

his maiden speech in the House of Lords.

—

Macaulav.

Main.—In the main ; for the main—for the most part. P.

These new notions concerning coinage have, for the main, been put into writing

above twelve months.

—

Locke.

The main chance—money ; wealth ; material welfare. C.

I have always, as you know, been a commonsense person, with a proper appre-

ciation of the main chance.—W. E. Norris, in Good Words, 1S87.

Make.— To mal-e at—to run or move towards. P.

Tom rushed at Jacob, and began dragging him back by his smock, and the master

made ..t them, scattering forms and boys in his career.—T. HuouEs.
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To make as (•/'—to make an appearance of ; to feign. P.

Now, Mr. Feeblemind, when they were going out of the door, made as if he in-

tended to linger.—BfNVAN-.

To make a</ai>isf—to be unfavourable to. P.

There was a keenness about his eye, and an acuteness of expression, much in

favour of the law ; but tlie dress and general bearing of the man made against the

supposition.

—

Haliburton.

To make atcay with—to put out of the way ; to remove. P.

The gentlemen had somehow made away with their obstructiveness.

—

Harper's

Maga-iiie, 1SS7.
" Ordinary case enough," you'll say with your experience

—
"ordinary case enough :

drunken man decoyed into some water-side den, robbed, and made away with."—E.

Yates.

To make ax-ay icith oneself—to commit suicide. P.

The women of Greece were seized with an unaccountable melancholy, which dis-

posed several of them to make away with themselves.

—

Addison.
The idea of making away with himself had flitted through his mind a dozen times.

—A. Trollope.

To make heJieve—to pretend. C.

Her view of the case was that his highness's secretary, having no belief in the

genuineness of his master's pretensions, found it necessary to make believe very

much.

—

James Pay.v.

To make hold—to summon up courage ; to venture. P.

"I make bold, young woman," he said as they went away, "to give you a warning

about my nephew."

—

Besant.

To make hold icith—to venture to deal with. P.

By the time I was twelve years old I had risen into the upper school, and could

make bold with Eutropius and Caesar.

—

Blackmore.

I'o make one's bread—to earn a living. C.

But for you I should be making my bread by this time, or rather attempting to do
so.—James Pay.v.

To make bricks ivithout strav:—to work without having the necessary

materials supplied. P. A phrase taken from the Bible (Ex. v. 7).

People do not look pressed, or in a hurry, or task-mastered, or told to make brick<!

without straw.

—

Besaxt.

To make eyes at—to flirt or coquet with ; to gaze at amorously. F.

Many professors, in her long experience, had come and gone ; some of them dis-

missed for kissing the governesses, and even the maids ; others for making eyes at

the pretty girls.—Behant.

To make afiejure—to distinguish oneself. P.

He never went the circuit but twice, and then made no figure for want of a fee

and being unable to speak in public.

—

Maria Edoeworth.
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To make, for—to rush towards. P.

On seeing the man, the animal dropped the woman, and made for him ; but he

escaped into the village.

—

Chambers's Journal, ISsI!.

To -make free u-ith—to use without permission or ceremony. C.

These are the same who have made free with the greatest names.

—

Pope.

To malce friends—to become reconciled. P.

He is a generous fellow, and will soon make friends with you again.

To make good—to make compensation for ; to pay in full. P.

On looking into his affairs he found enough to fill him with dismay—debts, mort-

gages, mismanaged estates, neglected cottages, the mansion going to ruin, besides

all his old arrears to be made good (ijaid up).

—

Quarterly Review, 1SS7.

To make head or headway against—to progress; to strive successfully

against some obstacle. P.

Everybody was in terror of his life, and no one was powerful enough to make head
against (resist) the freebooters.

—

Argosy, 1SS7.

I think, Mr. Goslett, tliat if she'd only hold her tongue and go to sleep, I might

make headway with that case in the morning—Besant.

Fo make light of—to treat as unimportant. P.

Up to the present time he had made rather light of the case, and as for danger, he

had pooh-poohed it with good-humoured contempt.—C. Reade.

To make much of—to treat with great favour. C.

As his wife had remarked, he always made much of Gwendolen, and her importance
had risen of late.

—

George Eliot.

To make of—to give a reason for ; to account for. P.

I began to feel a pain I knew not what to make of (which I could not satisfactorily

account for) in the same joint of my other foot.

—

Sir W. Temple.

To make off—to run away. P.

Lord Wharton crept out of his saw-pit and made off to his own party.

—

Gentlemen's

Magazine, ISSG.

The holder of a horse at Tellson's door, who made off with it, was put to death.

—

Dickens.

To make out—(a) to discover ; to find out exactly ; to understand. P.

Antiquaries make out the most ancient medals from a letter with great difficulty

to be discerned.—Felto.s'.

It is not everybody who can make her out (understand her character).—Goorf

Words, 1SS7.

(h) to establish ; to prove. C.

There is no truth which a man may more evidently make out (prove) to himself

than the existence of a God.

—

Locke.
Sometimes it's why we haven't made out our case yet.

—

Besant.

(c) to contrive. C.

What witli foreboding looks and dreary death-bed stories, it was a wonder the

child made out to live tlirough it.--0 W. Holmes.
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To make over—to transfer in a legal manner. P.

Shelley made over to her a part of his income, and she retained all that she re-

ceived from her own family.

—

Edinbunjh Rnieic, lSSi>.

To make up for anything—to compensate for it ; to supply a deficiency

caused by it. P.

She was very hard at work—no doubt endeavouring to make up for lier husband's

repeated absences.

—

Hugh Conway.

To make up a quarrel—to become friendly. P,

He remembered, in his careless way, that there had been a quarrel, and that he

wanted to make it up, as he had done many a time before.— G'ow? Wonls, ]SS7.

To make it up or make uj} matters—to become friendly again ; to be re-

conciled. C.

Oh, how she longed to make it up with him.

—

Thomas Hardy.
I'll go straight to the city the instant you leave me, make up matters with Mrs.

Nickleby, and take her away to the theatre.

—

Dickens.

^^ To make up to—to seek the acquaintance of ; to pay court to. P.

Young men of spirit are sadly afraid of being thouglit to make up to a girl for her

money.

—

J>:stin M'Carthv.
Nay, gentlemen, Dr. Goldsmith is in the right. A nobleman cught to have made

up to such a man as Goldsmith.

—

Samuel Jounson.

To make uj> icith—to become reconciled to ; to regain the good-will

of. C.

Many a rascally captain has made up with his crew, for hard usage, by allowing

them duff twice a week on the passage home.—R. H. Dana.

'^
Malt.— To have the malt above the loheat or meal—to be drunk. F.

When the malt begins to get above the meal (company begins to get drunk), they'll

begin to speak about government in Kirk and State.

—

Scott.

Mammon.— The mammon of wn-iyhteousness—wealthy and worldly

people. P. A Biblical expression.

Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness.—iwfec xvi. 9.

So Rebecca, during her stay at Queen's Crawley, made as many friends of the

mammon of unrighteousness as she could possibly bring under control.

—

Thackeray.

Man.—Man alive !—an exclamation of astonishment. S. Used where

one hears or imparts startling information.

"Haul quick, Ede !" shouted Robinson, "or you will drown them, man alive."

—

C. Reade.
" You are wasting my time with your silly prattle," said Meadows sternly. " Man

alive ! you never made fifty pounds cash since you were calved."—C. Reade.

To a man—every one without exception. P.

They had, to a man, been willing enough to give their verdict for the old man's

execution.— H. R. Haooard.

A man of Belial—a wicked, depraved person. A Scriptural plirase in

common use.

"Susan," replied Isaac, "you are good and innocent. You cannot fatliom the

hearts of the wicked. 1 his JIcaHows is a man of Belial."— C. Reade.



Manner [ 208 ] Many

A man of his vjord—a truthful or trustworthy person. P. See Word.

A man of strav;—an unreal person ; a product of the imagination. P.

This plotter, this deceiver of the innocent, on whom you vent your indignation, is

a mere man of straw. The reality is a very peaceable, inoffensive character.

A man oflfJters—a literary man; an author. P.

He had mentioned in the last five minutes that he was a man of letters.

—

James
Payn.
As a man of letters Lord Byron could not but be interested in the event of this

con test.

—

Macaulay.

A man of the world—a man who is well acquainted with society anl the

world at large; a man whose interests lie in Morldly things. P.

What Mr. Wordsworth had said like a recluse, Lord Byron said like a man of the

world.—Macaulay.

As a man of the world, he was well aware that, when a new arrival comes under
discussion in any community, the general tendency is to criticise rather than to

commend.

—

James Payn.

The man in the moon—an imaginary person who inhabits the moon, and

is supposed to be ignorant of worldly affairs. C.

She don't know where it wUl take her to, no more than the man in the moon.—
Haliburton.
What to say or how to say it, poor little Blanche, who was totally unused to this

sort of thing, and tormented, moreover, with an invincible desire to laugh, knew no
more than the man in the moon.—G. J. Whytk-Melville.

A man Friday—a faithful and subservient follower. C. See Defoe's

Robinson Crusoe.

Count von Rechberg, according to Lord Clarendon, was Prince Bismarck's man
Friday.

—

Athemeum, 18S7.

^ Every man-jach—eveiy man, liigli or low; all without exception. J'.

There happened, too, to be a man-of-war in harbour, every man-jack, or rather,

every officer-jack of which, with the exception of those on watch, was there.—11. E.

Haggaed.

"You'll he a man before your mother—a jocular expression of encourage-

ment to a lad. F. Used on an historical occasion by Burns in ad-

dressing Sir Walter Scott, then a boy.

You mind your business half as well as I mind mine, and you'll be a man before

your mother yet.—H. Kingsley.

Manner.—By no manner of means ; not by any manner of means—quite

the contrary ; in no way ; on no account. C.

Not that he was, by any manner of means, possessed with the greatness of liis own
ideas, but that Mrs. Fermitsge, from a low velvet chair, lookod up at liim with such

emphatic inquiry and implicit faith that he was quite in a difficulty how to speak or

what to say.—R. D. Blackmore.

Many.—Too many or one too mamj—too powerful or crafty ; more than

a match. F.

"Ay! ay!" thought he; " the Irishman is cunning enough. But we shall be too

many for him."

—

Maria Edgewortii.
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Mare.— To make the mare to yo—to make a display of prosperity; to

carry out undertakings. F. Generally found in the expression,

" Money makes the mare to go."

I'm making the mare to go here in AVliitford—without tlic money, too, sometimes.

—C. KiSOSLEV.

To Jind a mare'n iw^-^t—to make an absurd discovci'y ; to make a dis-

covery which turns out to be a hoax. 1'.

He retired with a profusion of bows and excuses, while Mr. Reginald Talbot fol-

lowed in silence at his heels like a whipped dog, who, professing to find a hare in her

form, has only found a mare's nest.

—

James Payn.

Shank'<'s mare—the legs. F.

I am riding shanks's mare (walking) to-day.

The gray mare—a name given to a woman who is cleverer than her

husband. C.

There is no equalizer of sexes like poverty or misery, and then it very often proves

that the gray mare is the better horse.

—

Burroughs.

Marines.— Till thai to the marines—an expression implying incredu-

lity. F. •;/..-•

Unless you can put your information together better than that, you may tell your
story to the marines on board the Pelcrus.—H. Kinosley.

Mark.— To make one's mark—to distinguish oneself. P.

The atmosphere of society is scientific and aesthetic, and its leaders, although

bound to be moderately well off, have, for the most part, made their mark by their

brains.

—

Edinhunjh Review, 1SS2.

{God) hks.-i the mark

!

—a superstitious utterance, originally used to avert

evil. F. AfterM-ards it came to have very little meaning = " I beg

your pardon."

To be ruled by my conscience, I should stay with the Jew my master, who (God
bless the mark !) is a kind of devil.—SiiAKEsrEARE.

Crystal Palace— bless the mark !— is fast getting ready.

—

Macaulay.

God nave the mark—an invocation to (!od for mercy.

I saw the wound, I saw it with my eyes—God save the mark !—here on his manly

breast.

—

Shakespeare.

Beside the mark—inappropriate ; out of place. P.

There is a circle of elect spirits, to whom the whole strain of this paper will, it is

most likely, seem to be beside the mark.—W. E. Gladstone.

To mark time—(r,i soldiers) to raise the feet alternately as if on the

march. P.

With the swinging, ea^y step of those accustomed to long and toilsome marches,

the detachment moved rapidly forward, now lessening its front as it arrived at some

narrow defile, now marking time to allow of its rear coming up without effort into

the proper place.- (!. J. Wiivte-Mei.vii.i.e.

u
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Up to the mark—in good condition or form. F.

Bob, altliough he had been a very short time before brutally knocked upon the

top of the kitchen fire, was up to the mark, and appeared ready for action —H.

KiNGSLEY.

Marriage.—-Vrerrzaf/e lincft—a marriage certificate. C.

All she saved from the fire was a box containing her marriage lines and other im-

portant papers.

Marrow.

—

To r/o domi on one's marroiv-bones—to kneel. S.

He shall taste it instead of me, tiU he goes down on his marrow-bones to me.

—

C. Ke.\de.

Marry. — Marry-come-uj)— a derisive or sarcastic exclamation, now
obsolete.

Upon which Miss Patty replied, with some little asperity, " And was that your

secret ?" If she had lived in the Elizabethan era she would have adjured him with a

marry-come-up !

—

Verdant Green.

Mash.

—

To make one\s mash—to gain a devoted admirer; to have some

one falling in love with you. 8.

You need not be so particular about your dress. You have made your mash (have

already an admirer).

He feels contempt for you, and when he gets among his kind he boasts of the

masli he has made, and calls you a jolly little thing.

—

St. Andrews Cithen, lsS7.

'MasTied.

—

To he mashed upon—to be in love with; to be a devoted ad-

mirer of. S. A Hasher is a dandy who dresses so as to " kill."

I'm not one bit mashed upon her, and I don't want her to be mashed upon me;
and she wouldn't be in any case; but she interests me, and she's a dear little

Vinnie.—Justin M'Carthy.

Massacre.— The massacre of the innocents—the announcement by the

leader of the House of Commons at the end of a session of the

measures that are abandoned for want of time. P. The historical

massacre of the innocents took place at Bethlehem, after the birth

of Christ (Matt. ii.).

Mast.

—

To sail or serve hefore the mast—to be a common sailor. F.

The sailors' quarters, or forecastle, are in the bow of the vessel.

Richard Hem-y Dana, jun., has written a well-known book. Two
Years hefore the Mast—that is, two years as a common sailor. Com-
pare " In the ranks," said of a private soldier. See Rank.

There was once an earl who went away and became a sailor before the mast.—
Besant.
And, indeed, bad as his clothes were, and coarsely as he spoke, he had none of the

appearance of a man who sailed before the mast.— K. L Stevexsox.
Our own idea is, that neither birth, nor riches, nor education, nor manner, suftieo

to constitute a gentleman; and that specimens are to be found at the ])louKh, tlio

loom, and the forge, in the ranks, and before the mast, as well as in the otticers'

mess-room, the learned professions, and the Upper Housj itself.—G J. Whvtf:-
Melville.
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Matter.—A matter of course—something which naturally follows; a

thing which excites no sui'prise or attention. P.

As for the certificate which Sir Henry Maine awarded us, we took it, I fear, very

much as a matter of course.

—

Nineteenth Century, 1SS7.

Great was the good man's horror at finding himself shut out of his own house.

Had he been alone he would liave treated it as a matter of course.—T. Hucjiies.

Matter-of-fact—unimaginative ;
prosaic. P.

Extricating her, as he seemed always to do, from her unpleasant dilemma and her

matter-of-fact swain.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

Mauvaise. — Mauvaise honte — awkwardness; clumsy shyness. C.

French.

He had, he said, been always subject to mmtvaise honte and an annoying degree of

bashfulness, which often unfitted him for any work of a novel description.—A.

Trollope.

May.—May meetings—religious meetings held yearly in Exeter Hall,

London. P.

"Do you know, I have never been in London but once, and then to attend the

May meetings."—D. Chkistie Murray.

Mealy.—Mealy-mouthed—soft-spoken ; using mild language ; afraid to

speak out. C.

She was a fool to be mealy-mouthed where nature speaks so plain.

—

L'Estrange.
You're too mealy-mouthed, Mrs. Bounce, that's where it is.—G. J. Whyte-Mel-

ville.

Mean.—To mean icell or kindly by—to have friendly intentions towards

;

to intend to aid or benefit. P.

He had meant well by the cause and the public.

—

Macaulay.
I do not think that your cousin means kindly by you.—H. R. Haggard.

A mean white—a name used in the Southern States of America and

elsewhere, as in South Africa, where the white race is in a minority,

to signify "a white man without landed property."

By all means—certainly ; assuredly. P.

Mr. Elton, just as he ought, entreated for the permission of attending and reading

to them again.
" By all means. We shall be most happy to consider you one of the party."—

Jane Austen.

By no means—certainly not. P.

The wine on this side of the lake is by no means so good as that on the other.

—

Addison.

Measure.—To measure swords ivith another—to fight with him, using

the sword as a weapon. P.

So we measured swords and parted.^Shakespeake.

To measiu-e one^s IciKjth on the ground—to fall flat. P.

If you will measure your lubber's lengtli again (wish to bo thrown down flat again),

tarry.

—

Shakespeare.
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To measure, stremjth—to engage in a struggle. P.

The factions which divided the prince's camp had an opportunity of measuring
their strength.

—

Macaulay.

To take the measure of a man's foot—to see what is his character ; to

decide mentally how much a man is fit for or will venture to do. F.

The natives about ]Mooifontein had pretty well taken the measure of John's foot

by this time. His threats were awful, but his performances were not great.—H. R.
Haggard.
This was Farmer Greenacre's eldest son, who, to tell the truth, had from his ear-

liest years taken the exact measure of Miss Thome's foot.—A. Trollope.

Meet.—To meet another half-icay—to come to terms with him on the

basis of mutual concessions ; to treat an antagonist in a conciliatory

spirit. P.

Margaret was indignant with her cousin that he did not respond to his father's

kindness with more enthusiasm. "If he had behaved so to me, Willie, I should
have met him half-way," she afterwards said reprovingly.

—

James Payn.

Memento.—A memento mori—something which recalls deatii. P.

Strictly speaking, the phrase memento mori means, "remember to

die."

I make as good use of it (thy face) as many a man doth of a death's head or a
v^emento mori. I never see thy face but I think on hell fire.

—

Shakespeare.

Merry.—To make merry—to indulge in laughter and joking; to enjoy

oneself. P.

They made merry at the poor farmer's plight.

The king went to Latham to make merry with his mother and the earl.—Bacon.

A Merry Andrew—a clown ; a mountebank. P. Also used familiarly

without the article, like Tommy Afkin-^^, Jack Tar.

His business is jibes and jests, and this is the first time thac I ever saw Merry
Andrew arrested.

—

Beaconsfield.

Meum.—Meum and tuum—my property and thy property. C.

He reappeared with the Nouvelle Helo'ise, a philosoiihic history, by I forget whom,
a discourse on superstition (vulgarly called religion), by D'.\leinbert, and one or two
works tending to remove the false distinction civilization had invented between
meum and tuum and the classes of society.—C. Eeade.

Miching.—Michiud mallecho—underhand mischief. A Shakespearian

phrase [Hamlet, act iii. scene 2). Michinr/ means liiding or skulking
;

ma/erho is Spanish, meaning an evil action.

His very step was thievish

—

miching mallecho—and his eyes shot from side to side,

as though he mistrusted the dai'kness, as, perliaps, he did.—D. Christie Murray.

Midsummer.—Midsummer madnexA—utter lunacy. C.

He had shown great imprudence in paying attentions to Hester, even in her former
position, l)ut to renew them under her changed circumstances would be midsummer
madness.

—

James Payn.
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Might. - H'lVA mi<jht and 7naiii—with all one's energy antl resources. P.

With inight and main they chased the murderous fox.—Dkydkn.
Crowl had been listening at Newman's door with all liis might and main.—

DiCKEXS.
The servants tugged with might and main, but could not lift this enormous recep-

tacle, and were finally obliged to drag it across the floor.—Nathaniel Hawthokne.

Mild.—Draiv it mifd—do not exaggerate. S.

Draw it a little milder, Coombe, do. Make it four or five, and it will be much
nearer the mark.—Florence Marrvat.

Milk.— To cry over spilt milk—to indulge in useless regrets. C.

But it's no use crying over spilt milk.—Blackmork.

That accounts for the milk- in the cocoa-nut—that explains matters. F.

He has some land in the settlement belonging to him. That accounts for the milk

in the cocoa-nut—that explains his anxiety to have us move out there.

J/i7^-a«cZ-)ra^e/'—tasteless ; having an msipid character ; feeble. C.

Also, as a noun, what is insipid.

A milk-and-water bourgeois (timid, feeble-minded citizen).—C. Reade.
Hitherto the conversation had had so much of milk-and-water in its composition,

that Dalrymple found himself able to keep it up and go on with his background at

the same time.—A Trollope.

'J'he 7nilk- of human kindness—natural feelings of pity, sympathy, and

generosity. P.
I fear thy nature

;

It is too full of the milk of human kindness

To catch the nearest way.— Shakespeare.
The younger was fat, fresh, and fair, and seemed to be always running over with

the milk of human kindness.—A. Trollope.
The milk of human kindness was not curdled in her bosom.—A. Trollopk

Miller.— To drown the miller—to put too much water in anything. F.

This punch is not worth drinking—you've drowned the miller.

Milling.—Milling in the darkmans—murder at night. S.

Men were men then, and fought in the open field, and there was nae milling in

the darkmans (no midnight murder).

—

Scott.

Mince.—To mince matters or the matter—to gloze over; to represent in

too favourable a light ; to be mealy-mouthed. P.

But not being a woman much given to mincing matters, she puts her meaning

beyond a doubt by remarking that she had heard tell people sent to Paris for their

gowns, just as though America wasn't good enough to make one's clothes.—£(iiji-

buryh lieview, 18S7.

Indeed, not to mince the matter, six or seven of that sacred band were nullity in

person.—C. Reade.

Mincemeat.— To make mincemeat of—to shatter; to completely destroy;

to demolisli. F.

Later he (Jeffrey) got into his head the oddest crotchet of all his life, which was

that a Conservative Government, with a sort of approval of the people generally,
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and especially of the English peasantry, would scheme for a coup d'itat, and (his own
words again) " make mincemeat of their opponents in a single year."

—

MuciniUan's

Mmjazine, 1SS7.

We should have made mincemeat of them all, and perhajis hanged up one or two
of them outside the inn as an extra sign-post.— G. A. Sala.

Mind.—Mind your eye—be careful. S.

"Perhaps it may be so," says I; "but mind your eye, and take care you don't

put your foot in it."

—

Haliburton.
We must mind our eye, George. A good many tents are robbed every week.

—

C. Eeadb.

Mint.—-4 mint of money—a large fortune. C.

She went on as if she had a mint of money at her elbow.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

Mischief.—To j}lay the mischief loith—to ruiii; to overturn. F.

Don't you know that you will play the very mischief with our nitjus nerves?

—

Wm.
Black.

Miss.—A miss is as good as a mile—a failure is a failure whether

one comes very near succeeding or not. A man will lose the train

equally by being a minute as by being half-an-hour too late. C.

Had the tie parted one instant sooner, or had I stood an instant longer on the

yard, I should inevitably have been thrown violently, from the height of ninety or a

hundred feet, overboard ; or, what is worse, upon the deck. However, a miss is as

good as a mile—a saying which sailors very often have occasion to use.—R. H. Dana.

To miss stays—to fail in attempting to tack. P. Used metaphorically

of other kinds of failure.

Ah, Jim, Jim, I reckon I've missed stays.—R. L. Stevenson.

Missing.— The missing link—a creature between a man and a monkey,

the discovery of whicli is necessary to the establishment of the theory

of the descent of men from monkeys. P. The name is often applied

to men who resemble monkeys.

We had a tutor at college who rejoiced in the name of the " missing link."

Mistletoe.—Kissing binder the mistletoe. It is usiial in England and

other countries at the festive Christmas season to hang up a sprig of

mistletoe from the ceiling. When a girl passes under the mistletoe

she may be kissed. The practice is a source of much merriment.

Mitten.—To get the mitten—to make an offer of marriage and be re-

jected. C.

There is a young lady I have set my heart on, though whether she is going to give

me hers, or give me the mitten, I ain't quite satisfied.

—

Haluutrton.

To handle without the gloves or vithout mittens—to treat unceremoniously

;

to deal roughly with. P. See Handlk.

Modus.—A modus Vivendi—a mutual agreement under whicli people

can live in harmony. P. Latin.

Unofficial conversations t ke place from time to time, but no modus vivrndDM^a
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been established, the home conii)anies wanting those from China to retire to their
own field exclusively, which they decline to do.— ./<(/)nrt Mml, 1SS7.

Surely it was possible for them to construct a sutticienlly lOcasunt modvs vivendi,
even if tlicy held somewhat different views on i)olitical matters.—Wm. Black.

Molly. --1 M0//1/ Cod(lh—ii pampered or cnemiiiate person. F.

" I don't think I should care much about going into the Guards if I were a man."
"Why not?"
"I don't know; I've seen some of them, and I tliiuk they are ratlier Molly

Coddles."

—

Murray's Maijazine, 1SS7.

It/Lonkej.—Monkey's a/loicaiice—hind blows instead of food. S, A
sailors" phrase.

You fellows worked like bricks, spent money, and got midshipmen's half-pay
(nothing a day and find yourself) and monkeys' allowance (more kicks tlian half-

pence).—C. KlNOSLEY.

To ijet or have one's monkey iq?—to be enraged or irritated. S.

You'll have his monkey up directly.—H. Kingsley.

To such the monkey—(a) to driiik rum out of cocoa-nuts. S. It is a
common practice for sailors to buy cocoa-nuts, extract the milk, and
fill them again Avith nun.

(6) to suck liquor with a straw from casks. S.

I didn't peach (become an informer) at Barbadoes when the men sucked the
monkey.

—

Captain Marrvat.

Month.—-4 month of Sundayi—an indefinitely long period. S.

He could easily have revenged himself by giving me a kick with his heavy shoes on
the head or the loins, that would have spoiled my running for a month of Sundays.

—

C. Eeade.

Moon.—A moonHght flitting— a secret removal by night of tenants

\vlio are unable to pay the rent <.f their house. F.

They took a moonlight flitting soon after, and were never heard of more in the old

country.

Shooting of moons. The same as the above. S.

I bought his houses, I let his houses ; I told him who were responsible tenants, I

warned him when shooting of moons seemed likely.

—

Besakt.

More.—To he no more—to be dead. P.

Cassius is no more.—Shakespeare.
You'll have heard that my father is no more.—Miss Mulock.

More and more—with a continual increase. P.

As the blood passeth through narrower channels, the redness disappears more and
more.—Arbuthnot.

Morning.— The gray of the morning—the early morning. P.

.\nd the first gray rf morning filled the east,

And the fog rose out of the Oxus stream.—M. A rnolk.
But above all thines. have irofid care to exercise this art before the master strides

up to his desk, in the gray of the morning.

—

Black muke.
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Mother.—Does your mother knov you're ou/
'—a quizzical expression

used to a person who seems too simple and childish to take care of

himself. S.

I went and told the constable my property to track:

He asked me if I didn't wish that I might get it back.

I answered, " To be sure I do !—it's what I'm come about."

He smiled and said, " Sir, does your mother know that you are out?"—B.vuham.

Mother-iuit—natural sagacity ; good sense. P.

It is extempore, from my mother-wit.—SllAKESPEAiiE.

Mother's apron sfrinys—a phrase used to signify " watchful maternal

care " of a child too young and thoughtless to take care of itself. C.

Little Smith, fresh from his mother's apron-strings, is savagely beaten by the cock
of the school, Jones.—H. R. Hagoard.

Mother Carey's chickens—a sailor's name for the stormy petrel.

Danny would mock Mother Carey's chicken and catch the doleful cry of the cor-

morant.

—

Hall Caine.

Mount.— To mount guard—to act as sentinel. P.

Their destination reached, they picnicked a? they had arranged, and then sepa-

rated, the bride and bridegroom strolling off in one direction, Mildred and Arthur
in another, whilst Mise Terry mounted guard over the plates and dishes.—H. R.

Haggard.

Mountain.—To make a mountain of a mole-hill—to magnify a small

matter, making it unnecessarily important. P.

Stuff and nonsense, Segrave! you're making mountains out of mole-hills, as you
always do.

—

Good Words, 1887.

Mountain-dew—Scotch whisky. F.

When in the Highlands, he became too fond of the mountain-dew.

Mouth.—Down in the mouth—disappointed. C.

But upon bringing the next ashore, it proved to be only one great stone and a

few little fishes: upon this disappointment they were down in the mouth.

—

L'ESTBANGE.

By toord of mouth—verbally. P.

The message was given by word of mouth ; it was not written.

To hare the mouth icafer—to have feelings of anticipated enjoyment; to

look at with intense longing. P.

For 'tis said he lives bravely where he is; yea, many of them that are resolved

never to run his hazards, yet have tlieir mouths water at his gains.—Bunyan.

Move.—To move heaven and earth—to make every possible effort. C.

But of course all the Plumstead and Framley set will move heaven and earth to

get him out, bo that he may not be there to be a disgrace to the dioc se.—A.
TROLL'II'K.
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VmUCh.—Much of a muchness—very similar; differing but slightly. C.

The miller's daughter could not believe that high gentry behaved badly to theit

wives, but lier mother instructed her. "O child, men's men (men are men); gentle

or simple (gentry or common people) they're much of a mucliness."—George Eliot.

Mud.— To throir mud at—to abuse ; to speak evil of. C.

A woman in my position must expect to have more mud thrown at her than a less

\ important person.

—

Florence Mareyat.

MuflF.—-4 muff—an effeminate, timid person. F.

^ The other boys called him a muff for refusing to go, but lie remained firm.

Mug.— To mu(j-np—to prepare for an examination. JS. A college

phrase.

I must go home and mug-up for next Saturday.

Mull.— To make a mull of it—to be awkward and unsuccessful. F.

" I always make a mull of it," he said to himself when the girls went up to get

their hats.—A. Tkollope.

Mummy.—To heat to a mummy—to thrash soundly; to give a severe

drubbing to. C.

The two highwaymen caught the informer and beat him to a mummy.

Mump.—Miunpinfj-day—the 21st of December, a day on whiuli the

poor were accustomed to go about the country begging. F. To

mump is to " beg "or " cheat."

Murder.—Murder will out—a saying which refers to the great difficulty

of keeping a crime secret. C. The phrase is now current about secret

deeds which are not crimes.

" Oh, thank God ! the battle's ours !
" replied Mr. Eunnington, with delighted ex-

citement. " The murder's out (secret is discovered). I'll pledge my existence that

within six months' time we have them all back at Yatton."— S. Wat.ken.
Murder, the proverb tells us, will out ; and although, of course, we do not know

how many murders have remained undiscovered, appearances seem to lend support

to the theory.—W. E. Norri.s.

The miirder's out—everything is disclosed. F.

The murder was out now.—H. Kingsley.

Mute.—Mute a.s a fish—wholly silent. C.

Miss Kiljoy might have screamed ; but, I presume, her shrieks were stopprd by the

sight of an enorniou.s horse-pistol whicli one of her champions produced, who said,

" No harm is intended you, ma'am ; but if you cry out we must gag you," on which

she suddenly became as mute as a fish.

Mutton.— To eat one's mutton—to dine. F.

" Will you eat your mutton with me to-day. Palmer?' said Mr Williams at the

gate of the jail.— C. Reade.
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N
Naboth.—Nahoth'n riiift/arrl—a neighbour's j)ossession coveteJ by a

rich man. P. The reference is to King Ahab (1 Kings xxi. 1-10),

wlio coveted the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, and finally ob-

tained it by foul means.

He was well aware that the little Manor House property had always been a
Naboth's vineyard to his father.

—

Good Words, 18S7-

Nail.—To nail one's colours to the mast—to refuse obstinately to sur-

render. P.

" There," he said, " I've nailed my colours to the mast. That will show these
gentry that an Englishman lives here."—H. R. Haggard.

On the nail—[a) immediately ; without delay. F.

I'll give you twenty pounds down twenty pounds on the nail.—Besant.

(6) ready money. A plate of copper on which bargains are settled

in Liverpool Exchange is called " The Nail."

Remember every share you bring in brings you five per cent, down on the nail.—
Thackeray.

To hit the nail on the head—to say what is exactly applicable to the

case ; to discover the real remedy for anything. C.

How he hits the nail on the head ! . . .What noble common-sense appears in sueli

criticism as this l—Macmillan's Magazine, 1SS7.

A nail in one's coffin—a facetious name for a glass of strong liquor—gin,

whisky, or brandy. S.

Name.—To name the day—to fix the day for marriage, C.

So, soon after, she named the day.—C. Reade.

To call a person names—to speak disrespectfully to a person ; to use nick-

names to him. P.

When he called his mother names because she wouldn't give up the young lady's

property how the ladies in the audience sobbed !—Dickens.

To take a name in vain—to use the name thoughtlessly or irreverently

;

to swear profanely by the name. P.

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.— Kivirh/s- ry. 7.

I always call Chancery " it." I would not take its nauiu lu vaiu lor worlds.—H.
R. Haggard.

Nap. —To (JO nap—to stake all the winnings. S. A phrase taken fi-om

the game of nap, or napoleon.

Ho heard what they said. "They've squared it; it'.s a moral. Now's the time;
I'm goin< nap uu Morning Light" (a racclio.so).—B. L. Fab.ieon.
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Napping.—To take or catch one napjtiiKj—to liud him iinpieparcil ; to

surprise him when off his guard or asleep. C.

They took him napping in his bed.—S. Bt'tlek.

No, George, Tom Weasel won't be caught napping twice the same year.—C. Rkadk.
General Boulanger is an active and energetic minister, and when this war about

which everybody is talking does break out, he does not mean France to be caught
napping. —C'oii^tui^iorarf/ Revieiv, ISST-

Narrow.— The narrow home or hoine—the grave. P.

Sad images
Of the stern agony, and shroud, and pall.

And breathless darkness, and the narrow house.

—

Biivant.
I feel like those would-be saints of old who bespoke their coflins years before they

had occasion for them, and all day long used to contemplate their narrow home.

—

J.\MEs Payk.

Nature.—In a state of nature—naked. P.

The man was found in the cave in a state of nature, and raving mad.

Naught.—To set at naught—to disregard. P.

Be you contented
To have a son set your decrees at naught.— Shakespeare.

Ne.—^e plus nltra—notliing further ; the extreme limit. P. Latin.

There stood on the Spanish coast a pillar with the words ne plus ultra inscribed

upon it. After the discovery of America the ne was taken out.

Of all the pleasures of the exercise of charity, the very greatest (to some minds)
is the satisfaction afforded by the fact of the recipient of our bounty having once
occupied a social position equal or superior to our own. This is the ne phts ultra of

the delights of patronage.—James Payn.

Near.— The mar side of a horse—the side on the rider's or the dz'iver's

left. F.

To he near—to be stingy or parsimonious. C.

With aU her magnificent conduct as to wasting alcoholic treasure, she was rather

near.

—

Cokway.

Neat.—iNTeow! as a pin—very neat and tidy. F.

Everything was as neat as a pin in the house.—R. H. Dana.

Neck.—^eck and neck—keen and close ; close together (of two competi-

tors in a contest). P.

If new-comers were to bring in the system of neck-and-neck trading.

—

George
Eliot.

They reach the last fence neck-and-neck. Haphazard landing slightly in advance.—

G. J. Whyte-Melville.

To break the neck of anything—to accomplish the stiffest part of it. C.

The day has been very hot even for the Transvaal, where even in the autumn the

days still know how to be hot, although the neck of the summer is broken (worst

part of the summer is over).— 11. B. Haooarh.
Blow-hard was a capital spinner of a yarn when he had broken the neck of bis

day's work.

—

Huoheh.
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On the nech of—immediately after. P.

Instantly on the neck of this came news that Fernando and Isabella hart concluded
a peace.

—

Bacon.

Neck and crop—comjjletely. F.

Finish him oflf, neck and crop ; he deserves it for sticking up to a man like you.

—

Blaokmore.

A stiff neck—obstinacy in sin. A Scriptural phrase.

Speak not with a stiff neck.

—

Psalm Ixxv. 5.

Neck and heels—in a hasty and summary fashion.

There is no doubt that when the poor fellov/ tried to get into the pulpit, they took
him and carried liim neck and heels out of the church.—A. Trollope.
He rushed to the scene of unhallowed festivity, inflicted corporal punishment on

the "father of the feast," and turned his astonished guests neck and heels out of

doors.—AV. Irving.

Neck verse—a sentence of Scripture which, when repeated by a criminal,

saved him from capital punishment. C. See Benefit of Clergy.

Poor rogue ! he was soon afterwards laid by the heels and swung ; for there is no
neck verse in France to save a gentleman from the gallows.— G. A. Sala.

Neck or iiothinfj— a braving of all dangers ; the risking of every-

thing. F.

It was neck or nothing with me whether I should go down to the gulf of utter

neglect or not.

—

Thomas Ca.mpbell.
"If it is neck or nothing on my side, sir, it must be neck or nothing on yours

also
!

"

" Neck or nothing by all means," said Noel Vanstone.—Wilkie Collins.

Ned.

—

To make one's ned out of—to make money from. S. Ned is a

slang word for a guinea.

There are a good many people there from other parts, and always have been, who
come to make money and nothing else . . . and who intend to up killock and off

(depart with all their property) as soon as they have made their ned out of the Blue-

noses.

—

Haliburton.

Needle.—To yet the needle—to get irritated. S.

Take care lest he get the needle and send you off.

Needs.—Needs imist when the devil drives—one must submit, however

ungracefully, to hard necessity. F.

" What, you are in your tantrums again !
" said she. " Come along, sir. Needs

must when the devil drives."— C. Reade.

Nem.—Nem. con.—a contraction for nemine contradicente (Latin) =
no one dissenting. C.

This resolution was agreed to vem. con.

The gener»l, too, understood these details thnrouphly, and therefore it was dis-

roapectful youth voted nrw. c»n. that Newton-Hollows was "a rare shop at feeding-

time."—G. J. WHYrE-MELVILLK.
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Neptune.—-4 son of Neidune—a sailor. P. Neptune was the god of

the sea in Roman mythology.

After once crossing the line, you can never be subjected to the process, but are

considered as a son of Neptune.—R H. Dana.
This son of Neptune, dying suddenly, left all his little property to a degenerate

nephew, who hated salt water.—K. Buchanan.

Nest.—To feather 07>e's nest—to provide for one's future; to lay by

money. C.

It may do him some harm, perhaps, but Dempster must have feathered his nest

pretty well (saved a considerable sum of money); he can afford to lose a little busi-

nesii.—Geokoe Eliot.

A mare's nest. See Mare.

A nest-egrj—something laid by as a start or commencement. C. In a

nest where hens are expected to lay, it is customai-y to place a real or

imitation egg to tempt the hens to lay others beside it. This egg is

called the nest-egg.

Books or money laid for show,

Like nest-eggs, to make clients lay.— S. Butler.
At present, however, as Margaret reminded her cousin, there was not enough of

them—though so far as they went they had a material value—to become nest-eggs;

they could not be considered as savings or capital to any appreciable extent.—James
Payn.

Never.—Xerer .srey die—don't despair. S.

WUl you give him my compliments, sir—No. 24's compliments—ard tell him I

bid him never say die ?—C. Reade.

/ never did—an exclamation of astonishment. F.

"I never did!" exclaimed Eliza Sampson, when her brother had read the brief

letter aloud.

Eliza was always protesting that she never did. This somewhat unmeaning phrase

was her favourite expression of astonishment.—Miss Bkaddon.

Newcastle.—XeirraMle. hospitality—roasting a friend to death. F.

Newgate.— To he in Newgate—to be a criminal. C. Newgate is the

great prison of London.

"No doubt he ought to be in Newgate," said the other emphatically.—James
Pays-.

Next.—Next to nothing—almost nothing. C.

Her table the same way, kept for next to nothing.—Maria Edgeworth.

Next door to—very close to ; almost. C.

She observed to that trusty servant that Colonel Ardeu was ne.\t door to a brute.

—

Theodore IIook.

Next one's heart—very dear to one. P.

They could talk unreservedly among tlifmselves of the subject that lay next thoir

hearts.—James Pavn.
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Nicety.— To a nicety—exactly; with extreme accuracy. P.

The room was all arranged to a nicety.

Dick.—I>i the nick of time—exactly at the right moment. P.

Things are taking a most convenient turn, and in the very nick of time.

—

Jameb
Payn.

In the nick—at the right moment. F.

He gave us notice in the nick, and I got ready for their reception.—Maria
Edgeworth.

Old Nick—t\\& devil. S.

And the old man began to step out as if he was leading them on their way against

old Nick.

—

Halibctrtgn.

Night.—A night-rajJ—a warm drink taken before going to bed. C.

Nightmare.— The nightmare and her nine-fold—frightful apparitions

which appear at night. Probably 7ime-/oW stands for "nine foals."

See Shakespeare's King Lear, act iii. scene 4.

St. AVithold footed thrice the old,

He met the nightmare and her nine-fold.

Stars shoot and meteors glare oftener across the valley than in any other part of

the country, and the nightmare with her whole nine-fold seems to make it the

favourite scene of her gambols.

—

Washington Irving.

Nil.—Nil admirari—admiring nothing. Latin.

To the last, I believe, his London nil admirari mind hardly appreciated the fact

of its being real cold snow.—H. Kinosley. ^

Nine.—A nine days' vender—something which causes great excitement

for a short time and then is heard of no more. P.

King Edward. You'd think it strange if I should marry her.

Gloucester. That would be ten days' wonder at the least.

Clarence. That's a day longer than a wonder lasts.—Shakespeare.

To the nines—to perfection ; splendidly. F.

Praising a man's farm to the nines (as if it were perfection).—Ha ltburton.

This gallant, good-natured soldier flattered her to the nines.— C. Reade.
~ Bran-new, polished to the nines.— C. Reade.

Nine tailors make a man—a popular saying in contempt of tailors. F.

A tailor is often called the ninth part of a man.

Nip.—To nip a hung—to steal a purse. S.

Meanwhile the cut-purse in the throng
Hath a fair means to nip a hxxng.—Popular Ballad. 17.',0.

To nip in the hud—to destroy at an eai'ly stage, before any miscliief is

done. P.

From the above it is quite clear that the king had ample warning of the rising, and
possessed the means of nipping it in the hnd.—Fortidiihlhi Review, 1S87.

No.

—

No go—of no use. S.

"These 'lection buns arc no go," said the young man John.—O. W. Holmes.
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iVo end—a very great sum ; a gi'eat deal. F.

Times are so hard. Bo.\ at the opera no endXcosts a great sum\— C. Reade.

^""Nob.

—

A nob of the Jirst water—a very high -class personage. 8. Nob
is a contraction for nol)lenian.

One comfort, folk are beginning to take an interest in us ; I see nobs of the first

water looking with a fatlierly eye into our affairs.—C. Readk.

Noblesse.

—

Xoblesse ob/uje. This phrase implies that a person in a

iiigli ])()sition is constrained to perform his duties well by a sense of

liis position: high rank has its obligations. P. AFrenchphra.se.

Naturally—Jiottose oblige, as Felspar hinted—Ella spoke most of the poems.—
James I'ay.v.

That fine-grained pride of place which is best expressed in those two majestic

words noblesse oblige.—Mrs E. Lynn Linton.

-

—

^{Tod.—A nod is rt.s f/ood a-x a wink to a blind horse—there is no use

repeating a sign to those who cannot or do not choose to see. F.

Thinks I to myself, a nod is as good as a wink to a blind horse.

—

Haliburton.

The land of nod—sleep. F.

But every night T go abroad
Afar into the land of nod.—R. L. Stevenson.

Noggin.—To f/o to nofpjin-staves—to go to pieces ; to fall into con-

fusion. F. A no<j<jin is a wooden cup, made with staves, like a cask.

Silence ! or my allegory will go to noggin-staves.

—

Kin(isley.

Nom.—Xom de gnerre—a name assumed for a time. P. A war-name.

French.

Hobart, being then a post-captain ashore with nothing to do, took a prominent
part, under the nom de guerre of Captain Roberts.

—

Spectator, 1SS7.

Nom de plume—a fictitious name assumed by an author. P. A pen-

name. French. For example :

—

Kom de plume.

Marian Evans George Eliot.

Madame Dudevant George Sand.

Charles Dickens Boz (in his earlier writings).

William Makepeace Thackeray... Michael Angelo Titmarsh.

Several of the pieces published in 1801 under the nom de plume of Thomas Little

were written before he (Moore) was eighteen.

—

Encyclojxedia Britannica, 9th ed.

Nonce.—For the nonce—temporary ; not habitual. P. Also used as an

adverb temporarily. From " then once."

Vivian was not under the necessity of paying any immediate courtesy to his op-

posite neighbour, whose silence, he perceived, was for the nonce, and consequently
for him.—Beaconsfield.

Nose.— With one\i nose at the fjrinds/one—hard at work. C. Generally

used of meclianical or uninteresting work.

The clerks, with their noses at the grindstone, and her father .sombre in tlie dingy
room, working hard too in his way.

—

Mrs. Oliphant.
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To snap one's nose off—to speak in a cross tone to any one ; to address a
- person sharply. C.

" I observe that Mr. John's things have not been laid out for him properly, as
they ought to have been," she said suddenly, snapping liis nose off, as Jervis said.—
Mrs. Oliphant.

To measure noses—to meet. F.

I We measured noses at the cross roads.

To make a person's nose swell—to make him jealous. F.

To turn up one's nose at—to look with contempt upon. C.

He has the harsh, arrogant, Prussian way of turning up his nose at things.—
M. Arnold.

^ To put a man's nose out or out of joint—to supplant him ; to mortify

him. F. This phrase is also found in the form his nose has lost a
joint.

No substance has yet superseded gunpowder for artillery purposes— for one reason,

gunpowder is comparatively so safe ; but, of course, its nose may be put out of joint

even by the skilful application of the all-pervading air to the base of a projectile.

—

Spectator, Oct. J, 18S7.

He was jealous of her (the elephant)—afraid that she would get as fond of some
others as of him, and so another man might be able to work her, and his own nose

lose a joint, as the saying is.— C. Eeade.
Perhaps Maurice may be able to drive Lanfrey out of the field—put his nose out of

joint, and marry the girl himself.

—

Mrs. E. Lynn Lintos.

To cut off one's nose to spite one's face—to act from anger in such a way
as to injure oneself. F.

If you refuse to go because you are angry with me, you will just be cutting off

your nose to spite your face.

One of its (jealousy's) commonest and least startling effects is that species of moral
suicide which is best described by the vulgar adage of " cutting off one's nose to spite

one's face," and which produces tliat most incomprehensible of all vagaries termed
"marrying out of pique."—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

To lead by the nose—to influence a person so that he follows you

blindly. C.

Though authority be a stubborn bear, yet he is often led by the nose with gold.

—

Shakespeare.
What would you think of a cabinet minister being led by tlie nose—what would

you think of his resigning the whole of his authority into the hands of the per-

manent secretary under him—simply because that secretary undertakes the duty of

getting the minister's wife, who is not very presentable, included in invitations,

and passed into houses wliere slie would never otherwise be seen ?

—

Wm. Black.
He showed a certain dogged kind of wisdom in refusing to be led by the nose by

the idle and ignorant chatterboxes against wliom he was thrown in tlie parlour of the

public-house.—H. Ki\(isley.

To take pepper in the nose—to take offence. F.

To put or thrtist one's 7iose info another's affairs—to interfere witli anotiier

person's affairs unwarrantahly. F.

I liked the man well enough, and sliowed it, if he hadn't been a fool and jiut liis

nose into my business.— C. Keade.
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To iripe a persoii's nose—to oheat him. S.

I've wiped the old men's noses (got a pretty good sum of money out of them).

Under one's nose—in one's immediate proximity ; close to one. C.

Poetry takes me up so entirely that I scarce see what passes under my n se.

—

Pope.

To pai/ throiKjh (he nose—to pay au extravagant price. S.

I hoped they would never adopt our democratic patent method of seeming to

settle one's honest debts, for they would find it paying through the nose in the long

run.—J. li. Lowell.
Sooner than have a fuss, I paid him through the nose everytliing tliat he claimed.

—A. Trollope.

Not.—Not a hit of it—not at all ; in no way. F.

" Well, for one thing, we ought all to be here."--" Not a bit of it," responded

Dick.—Blackwood's Miujazine, 1SS7.

Note.—A vote of hand—a promissory note ; a paper containing a

promise to pay a certain snm of money. P.

" Why, my dear lad," he cried, " this note of hand of Shakespeare's, priceless as

it is, may be yet outdone by what remains to be discovered."

—

James PAY>f.

Now.—N'ow and then—at intervals; occasionally. P. Used both of

place and time.

He who resolves to walk by the rule of forbearing all revenge will have opportuni-

ties every now and then to exercise his forgiving temper.

—

Attebbuky.
A mead here, there a heath, and now and then a wood.

—

Drayton.
He (Lord Byron) now and then praised Mr. Coleridge, but ungraciously and with-

out cordiality.—Macaulay.

Nowhere.— To he noivhere—to fail to secure a leading place. C.

In Action, if we except one or two historical novels, whicli avowedly owe tlieir

existence to a laudable admiration of Scott, Italy is literally nowhere.

—

Athentruw,

1SS7.

Null.—Nidi and void—of no effect ; useless. P. A legal plu'ase.

The document began by stating that the testator's former will was null and void.

—

H. li. Haggard.

Number.—Number one—a person's self. C.

Some conjurers say number tliree is the magic number, and some say number
seven. It's neither, my friend, neitlier ; it's number one.

—

Dickens.
But let me hear about yourself, Angela; I am tired of No. 1, I can assure you.

—

H. R. Haggard.

(Nunky. — Nunky pays— the Government pays for everything. S.

Nvnl-i/ here stands for " Uncle," short for " Uncle Sam." The letters

U.S., stamped on United States Government property, were jocularly

read " Ur.clc Sam." "Uncle Sam " thus came to mean the Govern-

ment, and gave rise to the phrase to stand Sam, which see.

Walk througli a manufactory, and you see that tlie stern alternatives, carefulness

or ruin, dictate the saving of every penny; visit one of the national dockyards, and
the comments you make on any glaring wastefulness are carelessly met by the slang

phrase, " Nunky pays."—Herbert Spencer.
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Nut.—To he nuts to—to please gi-eatly. F.

These were nuts alike (equally agreeable) to the civilian and the planter.—G. 0.

Tkevelyan.
To edge his way along the crowded paths of life, warning all human sympathy to

keep its distance, was what the knowing ones called nuts (excessive pleasure) to

Scrooge.

—

Dickex.s.

To he nuts on anythinr/—to be extremely fond of it. F.

My aunt is awful nuts on Marcus Aurelius.

—

Wm. Black.

Off one's nut—crazy ; mad. S. Xut is a slang term for the head.

He was getting every day more off his nut, as they put it gracefully. — J.

M'Carthy.

A hard nut to crark—a difEcult problem to solve. C.

On the contrary, he unflinchingly faced a third question, that, namely, of the true

wishes of the testator, whose will had been made known some hours before ; and
really this was rather a hard nut to crack.

—

Good Words, 1SS7.

Nutshell.— To lie in a nutshell—to be capable of easy compi'ehension or

solution. P.

There was no need to refer to Heimann or any one else. The whole thing lay in a

nutshell.

—

Murray's Magazine, 1SS7.

To assimilate the written to the spoken style—the whole thing lies in that nut-

shell (is capable of solution by that method).

In a mitshell—simply and tersely. P.

That one admission of yours, " he is almost entirely dependent on his pen," states

the whole case for me in a nutshell.

—

James Payn.

o
Oak.—Sport one's oal: See Sport.

Oar.—To put in one's oar—to interfere officiously in others' affairs; to

break into a conversation uninvited. F.

She is not the first hand that has caught a lobster by putting in her oar before her

turn, I guess.

—

Haliburton.
I put my oar in no man's boat.

—

Thackeray.

To lie or rest on one's oars—to cease from liard work ; to take an interval

of rest. C.

I had finished my education. . . .So I left Paris, and went home to rest on my oars.

—C. Eeade.

To ship oars—to place the oars in the rowlocks. A nautical i)hrase.

To toss the oars—to raise the oars vertically, for the purpose of saluting.

A nautical phrase.
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Odds

To uuMp the oars—to remove the ours from tlie rowloeks. A nautical

plirase.

Oats.— To sow one's u'i/d oats—to indulge in youthful dissipation and

excesses. P.

Dunsey's taste for swopping (exchanging) and betting might turn out to be some-
thing more than sowing wild oats.—George Eliot.

Obs.—Ohs and sols—ohjectiones et soiutiones. P. Old-fashioned. These

ol)jections and proofs were placed in the margin of theological works.

Bale, Erasmus, etc., explode, as a vast ocean of obs and sals, school divinity; a
labyrinth of intricate questions.—BuRTO>f (,Anatomy of Melanchohj).

Observe.— The observed of all observers—the centre of attraction. P.

A quotation from Shakespeare's Hamlet, act iii. scene 1 :

—

The glass of fashion and the mould of form.

The observed of all observers

!

We children admired him: partly for his beautiful face and silver hair; partly

for the solemn light in which we beheld him once a week, the observed of all ob-

servers, in the pulpit.—E. L. Stevenson, in Scribntr's Magazine, 1SS7.

Occasion.—On occasion—when necessary ; at certain times. P.

Then they went on to give him instructions. He was to start at once—that very

week, if possible; he was to follow certain lines laid down for his guidance; on occa-

sion he was to act for himself.

—

Besaxt.
I am glad to find you can stand your own trumpeter on occasion, though I wish

you would change the tune.—Smollett.

To take occasion—to seize an opportunity. P.

In rummaging over a desk to find a corkscrew, young Ludgate took occasion to

open and shake a pocket-book, from which fell a shower of bank-notes.

—

Maria
Edgeworth.

Odds.—At odds—(a) opposed to ; differing from. P.

Mr. Pilgrim had come mooning out of the house, at odds with all the festivity and
tired of the crowd.—J. M'Caethy.

[h) at a disadvantage. I'.

^^'^lat warrior was there, however famous and skilful, that could fight at odds with
him ?

—

Th.\ckekay.

Odds and ends—stray articles ; casual pieces of information ; things

picked uj} in difl'erent places. P.

A few more odds and ends (stray remarks) before the conclusion of this article.

—

Spectator, ISSG.

Then there was poor Jacob Dodson, the half-witted boy, who ambled about cheer-

fully, undertaking messages and little helpful odds and ends for every one. — T.

HuiiHES.

By lowj odds—by a great ditTerence ; most decidedly. P.

He is by long odds the ablest of the candidates.

xTo odds—it's of no consequence. F.

"
I have lost my hat."

—
" No odds. Come without one."
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Odour.—In had odour—ill spoken of ; having a bad reputation. P.

Mat Crabtree would not be hindered from wrapping up the girls and handing them
to their seats by the trifling objection that he was in bad odour with both of the

women.—Sarah Tytlee.

Odour of sanctity. It was at one time l)elieved that the corpse of a holy

person emitted a sweet perfume. The expression " odour of sanctity
"

is now used figuratively :
" He died in the odour of sanctity " = " He

died havmg a saintly repiitation.

"

The whitewashed shrine where some holy marabout lies buried in the odour of

sanctity.

—

Grant Allen, in ConUniporary Eevitw, ISSS.

It was the spring of the year when the examining chaplain gave the verdict whicli,

for good or ill, put Dan out of the odour of sanctity.

—

Hall Caine.

You are the middle-aged father of grown-up sons and daughters, a magistrate, a

church member, who keeps regular hours, and calls up his servants to prayers and so

forth—all that belongs to the essence of respectability and the odour of sanctity.—

I Sarah Tytler.

Off.

—

To he off—to refuse to come to an agreement. F.

At last when his hand was on the door they offered him twelve thousand five hun-

dred. He begged to consider of it. No, they were peremptory. If lie was off, they

were off.—C. Reade.

Well off—in comfortable circumstances. P.

He seemed to be very well off as he was.—Miss Austen.

Be off with you

!

—go away ! C. A peremptory order.

" Be off with you ! Get away, you minx !" he shouted.—H. E. Haggard.

Off and on—at intervals; sometimes working, sometimes doing noth-

ing. C.

They (Garibaldi and IMazzini) off and on fell out like the heroes of some old epic—
Contemporary Review, ISSS.

"Dear me! Now that's very interesting," said Mr. Josceline; "you could have

got two shillings a line, if you pleased, for writing a poem that took you how long?"
" Well, perhaps two months, off and on."

—

James Payn.

Off-hand— (adj.) free and easy; without stiffiiess. P.

Having a bluff, off-hand manner, which passed for heartiness, and considerable

powers of pleasing when he liked, he went down with the scliool in general for a

good fellow enough.—T. Hughes.

(adv, ) without preparation or calculation ; immediately. P.

The strong-minded Lady Southdown quite agreed in both proposals of licr son-in-

law, and was for converting Miss Crawley off-hand.

—

Thackeray.
He can give you off-hand any information about the capital you may want.

Offhy heart—committed to memory. P.

A day or two afterwards, Mr. Quirk, in poring over that page in tlie fourth volume
of BUiclcdone's Commcntariesi wliero are to be found the passages which have been

alrjady quoted (and which both Quirk and Gammon had got off by heart), fancied

he had at last hit upon a notable crotchet.— S. Warren.

Off one's head—crazed ; distracted. C.

The fact was, the excellent old lady was rather off her liead with excitement.

—

James Payn.
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Off colour—shady ; disreputable. F.

His reputation and habits being a trifle off colour, as the phrase is, he had fallen

back on a number of parasitical persons, who, doubtless, earned a liberal commission

on the foolish purchases they induced him to make.—Wm. Black.

Office.—To give the office—to forewarn ; to tell beforehand. S.

Then back after me ; I'll give you the office. I'll mark you out a good claim.—

C. Reade.

Oh.

—

Oh yes—a corruption of oyez (listen), the cry of heralds making a

proclamation. S.

AVell, then, said the crier, " Oh yes ! oh yes ! His Majesty's— I mean her

Majesty's—court is now opened."

—

Haliburton.

Oil,— To oil one's old icig—to make the person drunk. Nortli oi

England slang.

To pour oil on troubled waters—to pacify matters ; to act as peace-

maker. P.

In my telegrams and letters to Tlie Times I did all in my power to throw oil on the

troubled waters, by explaining mutual misunderstandings, and combating the false

accusations made on both sides.—H. Mackenzie; Wallace.

Used of the actual process.

Xot a barrel of water fell upon the Arno's deck. I believe this may with safety be

claimed as one of the earliest recorded instances of the practical application of oil

to the troubled waters.

—

Scribner's Magazine, 1SS7.

Oil ofiMlms—money. S. See Palm.

To strike oil— (a) to come upon a bed of petroleum. P.

I knew it (the oil) was there, because I'd been in Pennsylvania and learned the

signs: it was only the question whether I should strike it.—Besant and Eice.

(6) to make a valuable discovery of any kind. S.

Ointment.—A fly in the ointment—that which spoils the freshness or

excellence of anything. C. See Bible (Eccles. x. 1).

The homely vein running through her own four daughters, of whom not one was

really pretty, and some were really plain, was a very blue-bottle in my lady's oint-

ment.

—

Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

O.K.

—

O.K.—facetious contraction for " all correct" = " all right."

Old.—Old as thf hills—very ancient. C.

My dear child, this is nothing new to me—to any one. What you have experi-

enced is as old as the hills.—Florence Makryat.

An old maid—an unmarried Avoman who has passed the usual age for

marriage, and is likely to die single. P.

During her papa's life, then, she resigned herself to the manner of existence hero

described, and was content to be an old maid.

—

Thackeray.
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Olive.— To hold out the olive branch—to make overtures of reconcilia-

tion. P.

The sudden appearance in these circumstances of Chamberlain with the olive

branch in his mouth adds piquancy to the scene.

—

The Times, 18S6.

An olive-branch—a child. P. .See Ps. cxxviii. 3. The Bible expression

is olive plant :
" Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of

thy house : thy children like olive plants round thy table."

This young olive-branch, notorious under the name of Timothy's Bess's Ben, had

advanced beyond the group of women and children.

—

Georce Eliot.

The lodgers to whom Crowl had made allusion, under the designation of " tht

Kenwigses," were the wife and olive branches of one Mr. Kenwigs, a turner in ivory.

—Dickens.

On.—071 for anything—ready to engage in it. S.

Are you on for a row on the river ?

Once.—Once and for all—finally; irrevocably. P. Also once for all.

I must tell you once and for all that you wiU get nothing by kneeling to me.—H.
R. Haggard.

Once upon a time—a somewhat old-fashioned and pedantic phrase used

to introduce an incident or story which took place at some indefinite

time in the past. P.

Once upon a time—of all the good days in the year, on Christmas eve-old Scrooge

sat busy in his counting-house.—Dickens.

Once in a ivay—sometimes ; at long intervals ; on rare occasions. C.

Also found in the form once and away.

She knew he was of no drunken kind, yet once in a way a man might take too

much.

—

Blackmore.
'Tis but for once and away.—Maria Edgeworth.

Once and again—repeatedly ; often. C.

I have told you once and again that you must not smoke in this room.

One.—One of these days—soon ; shortly. C.

He repeatedly reasoned and remonstrated with Mr. Titmouse on the impropriety

of many parts of his conduct—Titmouse generally acknowledging, with much appear-

ance of compunction and sincerity, that the earl had too much ground for complaint,

and protesting that he meant to change altogether one of these days.— 8. Wakren.

One too many for a person—more powerful or cunning than he. F.

I rather fancy we shall be one too many for him.—W. E. Nonius.

At one—agreed ; in harmony ; of the same mind. P.

We have read treatises by the dozen on style and rhetoric from Blair to Bain, and

there is none that we should be inclined ourselves to adopt as a class-book. So far,

we are at one with Mr. Morley.

—

Journal of Education, 18S7.

One-horse—third-rate ;
poor ; insignificant. S.

One of them destroyed Manitoulin, my island of the blest, with a few contemptu-

ous criticisms. It was, he declared, a very one-horse sort of pUce. — \V. U.

Russell.
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O.P.

—

O.P.—publishers' contraction for " out of print." Also for " old

prices," in connection with the O.P. Riot at new Covent Garden
Theatre in 1809, when the prices were raised.

Open.^— With open aiins—gladly ; with a warm welcome. P.

They were both received with open arms by the mayor and old Dewar.—C. Reade.

An open secret—a piece of information not formally declared, yet known
to every one. P.

It was an open secret that almost every one (of Lord Palmerston's ecclesiastical

appointments) was virtually made by Lord Shaftesbury.

—

Leisure Hour, liiS7.

Open as the day—utterly without deception or hypocrisy. C.

Open as the day, he made no secret of the fact that he was alone in the world.—
James Payn.
Arthur, on the other hand, learned quite everything about her, for her life was

open as the day.—H. E Hacgakd.

Ojjen sesame—a phrase which causes doors to open. See, in the Arabian

Nirihts' Entertainments, the story of Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves.

When Ali Baba uttered the words " Open sesame," the door of the

robbers' cave opened.

The French do not believe in love. This is a sweeping statement, it may be said,

but if not accepted as a fundamental truth, the surest of all open sesames to the

arcana of French society fails the observer.

—

National Bevicv, 1SS7.

The spell loses its power ; and he who should then hope to conjure with it would
find himself as much mistaken as Cassim in the Arabian tale, when he stood crying,
" Open wheat," " Open barley," to the door which obeyed no sound but " Open
sesame."—ILvcaula vr.

To open the ball. See Ball.

An open question—a fact or doctrine about which different opinions are

permitted. P.

Whether the army is sufficiently organized, or sufficiently provided, or sufficiently

well led, may be an open question.

—

Spectator, 1SS7.

To open the eyes of a person—to make him aware of the real stitte of

affairs. C.

This last flagrant case of injustice opened the commissioner's eyes.

Opinion.— To he of opinion—to judge ; to consider. P.

Mr. Gladstone was of opinion that the tax was inexpedient.

Mrs. Sedley was of opinion that no power on earth would induce Mr. Scdley to

consent to the match between his daughter and the son of a man who Lad so shame-

fully, wickedly, and monstrously treated him.

—

Thackeray.

Orange.—Oramje hloxsoms—Ijrides wear orange blossoms. C.

" How is the amiable and talented Mr. Staunton ?" inquired this person jocosely;

"and what has he come to this lovely retreat for? To gather orange blossoms?"

(get a bride).—W. E. Norris.

A sucked orange—a man whose powers are exhausted. S.

By this time Dibdin was a sucked orange ; his brain was dry.
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Order.—To tale order~to take steps or measures; to make provi-
sion. P.

,i,HhT7nnw'
™°''\^^'*° ";'° *"' ^^"^ ^^^'^""^ voluntarily gives to another irre-

lX:SZ:,Yj;^::r:^T:,'
^°"°^ *° ^^^^ -^^^ "-^ -^•^ I^-r shaU not be

To take orders—to become a clergyman. P.

stu^cfy°-L^cAurAy.'°"'^'^
^' persuaded to take orders, theology was his favourite

In orc^ers—belonging to the clerical profession. P.

SZ^^u" '"^'"7*'^'^ I' >"d were you indeed married by a priest, and inciders? (a regular clergyman).—Goldsmith. j f
,

The order of the dai/—what every one is striving after. C.
'' Think no more of love, but as much as you please of admiration ; dress yourselfas fast as you can, said Miss Broadhurst; " dress, dress is the order of the day "-MARIA EDOKWOr.TH.

^J_conomy in the public service is the order of the day.~mdmmster Revieiv, Dec.

The orders of the rZay-the list of acjenda in a legislative body ; for
example, the House of Commons.

Other.—?Vie otJter rfay—lately ; some time ago. C.
Did you see what the brigands did to a fellow they caught in Greece the other day'—±1. K. Haggard. ^

Out.— ^"0 he out—to be mistaken. F.

" Oh, there you are out, indeed. Cousin Wright ; she's more of what you call a prudethan a coquette."—Maria Edgewokth.
o-

i-«.
«.
pruue

'o he out ivith any one—to have a disagreement with the person. F.
If you are out with him, then I shall not visit him.

Out-and-out—thoroughly ; completely. C.

sclfo:ro^:andrt.-Hi™."" " "^^ °"^- ' ''''''' "'^ ''^ "^^^ '-- ^^ "-

To hare it out icUh any one-to have an altercation with some one on a
certain subject. C.

One day when the two old officers return from their stroll, Mrs. Bunch informs thecolonel that she h.as had it out with Eliza.-TnACKERAY.

Oic(! o/</te ?«ay—odd; quaint; unusual. P.

at^nfro'ouVoftr'''''°™f
'''?'"'"''"" '° ""^ '^''^ ^'''''''^ «»^ '«»' ^°d was

Out of sorts—{a) indisposed
; not in good bodily condition. C.
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Over

{b) in bad humour ; ill-pleased. C.

Was this the pule, sad soul who had come away from England witli us, out of sorts

with the world, and almost aweary of her life?

—

Wm. Black.

To out-Hcrod Herod—to be extravagant in one's language ; to storm as

an actor. P. Herod was a typical tyrant.

" I fancy," said he, " your praise must be ironical, because in the very two situa-

tions you mention I think I have seen that player out-Herod Herod, or, in other

words, exceed all his extravagance."

—

Smollett.

Out ofplace—nnsuitable ; improper. P.

All tliis delicate consideration for the feelings of an impecunious young person was

deplorable and out of place.

—

James Payn.

Out ofporh't— (a) actually paid. C. As in the phrase '

' out of pocket

expenses."

(/>) put to expense. C.

Mephistopheles, either because he was a more philosophic spirit or was not the one
out of pocket, took the blow more coolly.—C. Reade.
He was both out of pocket and out of spirits by that catastrophe.—Thackekay.

Out ofprint. See Print.

- Out of collar—without a place. Servants' slang.

The old butler has been out of collar since last autumn.

Out at elbows. See Elbow.

Old of the question. See Question.

Out of the ivood—escaped from a difficulty or danger. C.

You are not out of the wood (safe from danger) yet.

The excess of women over men makes it impossible for all to be married—Mormon-
ism not being our way out of the wood (of escape from this difficulty).

'^11 out-and-outer— a thorough-going fellow; one pre-eminent in any

capacity. S.

Master Clive was pronounced an out-and-outer.

—

Thacker.4.y.

Outrun.— To outrun the constable—to become bankrupt. C.

A minute of the financial board, published in the Camhridije R''porter, shows that

the university is in danger of outrunning the constable.— Journal of Education, 1SS7.

Over.—Over and abort—in addition ; besides ; extra. P.

"Well, she didn't think somehow that ZeeZeet was over and above (excessively)

well-off.

—

English Illustrated Magazine, 1SS6.

Over and over—frequently ; repeatedly. P.

She had (heard) though—over and over again. For it was Toby's constant topic. —
Dickens.

Over the left—understand the contrary of what is said. vS.

The cook will suit you very well—over the left.

Exp.—lie will not suit you at all.
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Overland.—A)i ovtrlaml farm—a farm without any house upon it.

Devonshire dialect.

^~Owl.— To take owl—to be offended. S.

Own.— To own vp—to confess. C.

What do you want I should own up about a thing for, when I don't feel wrong.

—

W. D. HOWELLS.

"^ p.

—

To mind one'n p\s and q's—to be careful in one's behaviour. C.

I think that this world is a very good sort of world, and that a man can get along

in it very well if he minds his jj's and q's.— A. Tkollope.
And to have to mind my p's and q's is what I don't like.

—

Flokekce Marbvat.

— 7'o be p and q—to be of the first quality. F.

Bring in a quart of maligo, right true,

And look, you rogue, that it be 2> and 5.—Eowlaxds (1613).

Pace.—To try an aniinal's paces ; to put an animal fhrovyh it-i paces—
to find out how it goes. P. A horse walks, ambles, trots, canters,

gallops—these are its different paces, which an intending purchaser

will examine before he strikes a bargain.

I had, in the usual forms, when I came to the fair, put my horse through all its

paces.

—

Goldsmith.

To try a rnaii's jyaces—to see what are his qualities. F.

We take him (the preacher) at first on trial, for a Sabbatli or two, to try his paces.

—Haliburton.

To keep pace with—to keep alongside of ; to go at the same speed as ; to

progi'ess equally with. P.

Agriculture (in the States) has kept pace with manufacturing industry, while it has

far outstripped commerce.

—

Edinburgh Rericw, ISSi.

Old as I am, I feel a pleasure in making any person whom I meet on the way put

his horse to the full gallop to keep pace with my trotter.

—

Halibuktov.

Pack.—To talk pack-thread—to use improper language skilfully dis-

guised. tS.

To be ]>ackin(/—to go off ; to leave a place. S.

Now, be packing ; I do not wish to see you again.

To pack cards—to clieat ; to act unfairly. C.

She has packed cards with Caesar (entered into a deceitful compact with Ciesar^ -
Shakespeake.
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To -send a man packbuj—to dismiss him siiiiiinarily ; to send liini

off. F.

Is none of my lads so clever as to send this judge packing ? - Macaulav.

Pad.—A pad in the straw—sonietliiug wrong. F.

To jiad the hoof—to walk. F.

" AVhat do you mean ?'' asked Lambert, staring in amazement. " You would not

have Susie pad the hoof because the bank has failed?"

—

.Sauau Tvtlkk.
At length Charley Bates expressed his opinion that it was time to pad the hoof.—

Dickens

Paddle.— To paddle your own canoe—to manage your own affairs with-

out help. S.

My wants are small, I care not at all

If my debts are paid when due ;

I drive away strife in the ocean of life,

While I paddle my own canoe.—H. Clifton.

Paddock.— To turn paddock to haddock—to dissipate property. A pro-

vincial Norfolk plirase.

Paddy.—^4 Paddy. See Pat.

Pagoda.— To shake the paijoda tree—to gain a fortune in an easy way.

An Anglo-Indian phrase.

\Vhen he had thoroughly learned this lesson he was offered a position in India, in

the service of John Company, under whose flag, as we know, the pagoda tree was
worth shaking (it was easy to amass a large fortune).—Mus. E. Lynn Linton.

Pains.— To he at pains—to take trouble ; to be careful. P.

She delivered it for the belioof of jNIr. Chick, who was a stont, bald gentleman,

with a very large face, and his hands continually in his pockets, and who had a

tendency in his nature to whistle and hum tunes, which, sensible of the indecorum
of such sounds in a house of grief, he was at some pains to repress at present.

—

Dickens.

"Paint.—Paint red. See Red.

Pair.—A pair of stairs—a fliglit of stairs ; a staircase. P.

Indeed, the hostess of that evening has since been economizing up two pair of

stairs at Antwerp.—G. J. AVhyte-Melville.

To pair or pair of—{a) (of a member of Parliament) to abstain from

voting, having made an arrangement witii a member of the opposite

side that he sliall also abstain. P. A customary Parliamentary

practice.

Mr. W. B. Barbour has paired with Mr. T. Lynn Bristowe from the 14th for the

remainder of the session.— T/ic Scotsman.

^^ (h) to take as a partner. P.

He paired off with Miss Sedley, and Jos squeezed through the gate into the gardens

with Rebecca on his arm.

—

Thackeray.
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'^ Pale.

—

To leap the pale—to get into debt; to spend more than one's

income. S.

Palm.

—

To palm off auytliuKj—to pass anything under false pretences;

to get another to accept ignorantly a false article. P.

Once upon a time a Scotchman made a great impression on the simple native

mind in Natal by i)alming off some thousands of florins among them at the nominal

value of half-a-crown.—H. R. Haggard.

To hear the j^alm—to be pre-eminent. P. The leaves of the palm tree

were used as symbols of victory. A palm leaf or branch was carried

before a conqueror.

It was certain that with Mr. Freeman for editor, the essential element of illus-

trative maps would not be neglected ; but his own, which are admirably selected,

bear the palm.

—

Atheiueum, 1SS7.

Of man's miraculous mistakes, this bears the palm.

—

Young.

To give the palm to—to acknowledge as superior. P.

Having discussed the subject of nationality and love, Mr. Finch gives the palm
without hesitation to American love.

—

Literary World, August 25, 18S7.

""^Palm oil—money. P. So called because it " greases the palm."

The enterprising sight-seer who proceeds on this plan, and who understands the

virtue of "palm oil" and a calm demeanour, is sure to see everything he cares to

see.—C. Dickens, jun., in Dictionary of London.

^Yan.— To pa« out—to result; to apjiear in the conseqiiences. S.

American slang.

She didn't pan out well.—Wji. Black.

To savour of the jjctn. See Savour.

Pandora.—Pandora's box—a collection of evils. P. In the legend ot

Prometheus, Pandora (the all-gifted goddess) is said to have brought

from heaven a box containing all human ills, which, the lid having

been opened, escaped and spread o\-er the world.

Pandora's box was opened for him, and all the pains and griefs his imagination had
ever figured were abroad.—Mus. E. Lvnn Linton.

Pap.

—

Pap ii'ith a hatchet—kindness done in a very rougli way. F.

He means well, but his kindness is pap with a hatchet. «

Paper.—A paper lord—a lord of justiciary; a judge bearing the title of

lord. C. A Scottish phrase.

A paper war—a dispute carried on in writing. C.

Par.—At par—neither above nor below the nominal value. P.

He (George II.) gave Englishmen no conquests, but he gave them peace apd ease

and frcrdoni. the three per cents, nearly at par, and wheat at five and six and
twenty shillings the quarter.

—

Thackeray.
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Pari.— /'«/•« passu—simultaneously ; in a like degree. A Latin phnuse.

Again, .assuming that Knglish rei>ctition was taught in tho lowest forms, and some
way up the school, should it be carried on pari pa.isu with Latin up to the sixth'.'—

Journal of Education, 16S7.

Parish.— To come ujx»i the jtarixh. See Come.

Parsnip,—Fine vord-s buffer no j^aranipH—fair promises do not clothe or .

feed tlie persons to whom tiiey are made. C.

AVho was the blundering idiot who said that fine words butter no parsnips ? Half
the parsnips of society are served and rendered palatable with no other sauce.

—

Thackkrav.

Part.—Part and parcel—an essential part; what is inseparably bound
up with something else. P.

" Well, Mr. Squeers," he said, welcoming that worthy vvith his accustomed smile,

of which a sharp look and a thoughtful frown were part and parcel, "how do you
do ?"— DiCKK.V.S.

The wretched Malone could not do worse, when he bribed the sexton of Stratford

church to let him whitewash the painted cfhgy of old .Shakespeare, which stood
tliere, in rude but lively fashion depicted to the very colour of the cheek, the eye,

the eyebrow, hair, the very dress he used to wear— the only authentic testimony we
had, however imperfect, of these curious parts and parcels of him.—C. Lamb.

Of parts—&\Ae. P.

The occasion was one which required a man of experience and parts to hold the

office.

—

EiHnhunjh Review, ISSG.

The original Bingo had never been a dog of parts.—F. Anstey.

Parthian.—A Parthian shaft—a last shot; a parting missile. P.

The Parthians, it is said, were accustomed to shoot while i-etiring on

horseback at fidl speed.

Aunt Esther was right there, and that Tarthian shaft she had let fly at a venture

—

" I see that it is the poet who is the favourite"—had also food for thought in it.

—

James I'avn.

Her pupil rushed after her, giving upon her own account a Parthian glance of

wrath and indignation around the circle as she did so ^Murray's Mmjazine, 1SS7.

Becky watched her marching off, with a smile upon her lip. She had the keenest

sense of humour, and the Partliian look which the retreating Mrs. O'Dowd flung

over her shoulder almost upset Mrs. Crawley's gravity.

—

Thacker.\y.

Parti.—Parti piris—prejudice ; fondness for a cause already espoused.

P. A French phrase.

Still, after making allowance for parli prls, and for some lack of extended in-

quiry, the book is valuable.—/f/ft«i(su7n, 18H7.

Pass.—To pass by—to overlook; to refrain from punishing; to ex-

cuse. P.

It conduces much to our content if we pass by those things which happen to our

trouble.—Jeuemv Taylor
God may pass by single sinners in this world.

—

Tillotson.

To pass muster—to bear examination; to be sufficiently good not to be

rejected. C.

There can be no serious objection to such glove encounters as are common at
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public " assaults-at-arms," and even the exhibition given by J. L. Sullivan, the

American champion, in the City Hall, Glasgow, on Monday evening, in presence

of tliree tliousaml spectators, may pass muster.

—

St. Andivics Citizen, luSS.

An intruder in the throng, a comiiarative stranger and a secret spy, might pass

muster and escape detection, if not absolutely, at least to a great extent.—Sakah
Tytler.

To pass off (as)— [a) to secure acknowledgment or recognition (as). P.

They pass themselves oft as an old married couple.

—

James Pavn.
One of these passengers being a child still young enough to be passed off as a child

in arms.—H. Conway.

(b) to cease ; to be discontinued. P.

For a few nights there was a sneer or a laugh when he knelt down, but this passed

off soon.—T. Hughes.

(c) to dismiss from notice ; to let pass. P.

Work-girls are horribly afraid of gentlemen, though they pass it off with cheek

and chaff.

—

Besant.

To pass over—to take no notice of ; to condone. P.

One could see she was vain, and forgive it—she had a right to be vain ; that she

was a coquette, and pass it over—her coquettishness gave piquancy to her beauty.

—

S. Baring-Gould.

To come to a pretty px^ss—to be in a bad state. C.

Things are coming to a pretty pass when you take me to task for not being in

earnest.

Passage.—A passage of arms—a dispute ; a quarrel real or playful. P.

As for Mrs. A. and Mrs. B., it seemed as if they were imable to encounter one

another without a passage of arms.

—

Good Words, 1SS7.

Passing.—Passing rich—very wealthy. P. Passing is frequently used

as an intensive by Shakespeare.

A man he was to all the country dear,

And passing rich on forty pounds a year.

—

Goldsmith.

A j^ast-master—a thoroughly experienced person; an 'J^old hand." P.

If you are ambitious of excelling in that line, you had better take a few lessons

from your friend Monckton, who is past-master in the art of humbugging his audiences.

—W. E. NORRIS.

Pat.—A Pat, Paddy, or Paddy Wharl-—M\ Irishman. F. Abridged
from Patrick, patron saint of Ireland. Patrick is very commonly
used as a Christian name in Ireland. In the United States Mick (a

contraction of Michael) is used for Irishmen, and Biddy (from Bridget)

for Irishwomen.

Here's fun ! let the Pats have it about their ears.—T. Hughes.
I'm Paddy Whack, from Ballyhack,

Not long ago turned soldier.

—

Popular Song.

Patch.—Not to he a patch on another person—to be in no way compar-

able to him. F.

He is not a patch on you for looks (much inferior to you in jicrsonal appearance).

—

C Headk.
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To jiaU-h lift a reronciUation—to return, but only in appearance, to a

formerly friendly footing ; to make a temporary truce. P.

" It was perturbing, assuredly, and it might have served, if Linda hadn't written;

that patched it up," I said, laughing.—H. James, jux., in Harper's Monthly,
Fibruiiry ISSS.

Patrimony.— T'Ae patrimony of Sf. Peter—the states of the Church;
the land formerly subject to the Pope. P.

Patter.— To patterfash—to talk thieves" language. S.

Paul.—Paxil Pry—an inquisitive person. C.

He (Boswell) was a slave proud of his servility; a Paul Pry convinced that his own
curiosity and garrulity were virtues.

—

Macaulav.

Pave.— To pave the rcay—to make ready; to prepare the way; to

facilitate the introduction of. P.

Her triumph, though, was short-lived, and but paved the way to Lord Lytton's

final expedient.— Westminster Review, December lSti7.

Pay.— To pay out—to have satisfaction or revenge from. F.

Did you see what the brigands did to a fellow they caught in Greece the other day
for whom they wanted ransom ? First they sent his ear to his friends, tlien his nose,

then his foot, and last of all his head. W-ell, dear Anne, that is just how I am going
to pay you out.—H. E. Haggard.

To pay court—to show flattering attentions. P.

The very circumstance of his having paid no court to her at first operated in his

favour.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

To pay the debt of nature—to die. P.

Coleridge is just dead, having lived just long enough to close the eyes of Words-
worth, who paid the debt of nature but a week or two before.—C. Lamb.

To pay one^s v:ay—to pay one's daily expenses without going into debt;

to meet one's obligations ; to live free of debt. P.

But it may be said as a rule, that every Englishman in the Duke of "SVeUington's

army paid his way.—TnACKER.ir.
A British merchant will liave to sell a great many pounds of sugar and yards of

calico before he can have earned enough to pay bis way.—5pfeta for, 1SS7.

To pay the piper. See Pipek.

The devil to pay—a severe penalty ; very serious consequences. F.

" I must go home, else I shall be locked out."
" There would be the devil to pay then," says Dick, standing up too, and stretching

like a big Newfoundland.

—

Rhoda Broughtox.

To pay throxicjh the nose—to pay an absurdly high price. C.

Although that crafty and rapacious slave-dealer would have made him pay through
the nose for his treasure, knowing tlie physician to be a man of great wealth, he
forbore in very shame from his extortion.—G. A. Sala.

Peace.—To Iceep the peare—a legal phrase, signifying "to refrain from

causing a disturbance." A man who has been guilt}' of an offence

—
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for instance, a man who has threatened another with violence—is

"bound over to keep the peace" for a certain period under hea\^

penalties.

Bound over to the peace—obliged to be well-behaved; under severe

penalties in case of misbehaviour. P.

Mr. Layard, once a daring and somewhat reckless opponent of government and
governments, had been bound over to the peace, quietly enmeshed in the dis-

cipline of subordinate oflBce.—J. M'Carthy.

To hold one's jxace—to keep quiet ; to be silent. P.

She said, and held her peace : jEneas went
Sad from the cave.

—

Dry den.

Peace at any price—the name given to a party of politicians in the

English Parliament who object to war under all conditions. P.

The well-educated, thoughtful middle-class, who knew how much of worldly

happiness depends on a regular income, moderate taxation, and a comfortable home,
supplied most of the advocates of peace, as it was scornfully said, at any price.—J.

M'Carthy.

Pearls.—To cant pearls before simne—to give what is precious to those

who are unable to understand its value. P. A Biblical phrase.

Through him the captain offered them fifteen dollars a month, and one month's

pay in advance, but it was like throwing pearls before swine.—E. H. Dana.

Pecker.—One's pecher—one's nose. S.

To keep up one's pecher—to be cheerful ; to keep in good spirits. S.

Keep up your pecker, man ; you will be all right to-morrow.—C. Reade.

To jmt up another's pecker—to irritate or displease him. S.

He thinks he can do what he likes with me. I am not quite sure of that, if he puts

up my pecker.

Peep.—Peep of day—the first appearance of day. P.

He came at peep of day.

Peepers.

—

To close one's peepers—to shut one's eyes. S.

The next question was how long they should wait to let the inmates close their

peepers.—C. Reade.

Peg.—A peri—a drink of brandy and water. S. An Eastern phrase.

The full expression is "a peg in one's coffin," from the deadly effects

of drink on Europeans in Eastern countries.

Allow me to mix you a peg; it will enable you to take a more generous view of

the matter.

To peg away—to persevere. S.

"Peg away, Bob," said Mr. Allen to his companion, encoufagingly.—Dickens.

To take one down a pp;/—to loM'cr a person's pretensions; to liumiliate

him. F.

The brilliant young athlete wanted taking down a peg —Liter<irii World, ISSi.
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To come down a peij—to be lowered or luiniiliated. F.

Well, he has come down a peg or two, that's all, and he don't like it.— H. R
Haggard.

Pell.— Pell mell— in confii-sion ; heaped in disorder one upon tlie

other. P.

The great force crumples up like an empty glove, then turns and gallops pell mell
for safety to its own lines.—H R Haggakd.

Penny.—A pretty penny—a large sum ; much money. F.

The owner had spent what he was wont to term playfully a pretty penny on his

books.

—

George Eliot.

A p>^iiiiy-dreadful—the name given to newspapers devoted to the pub-

lication of accounts of murders, outrages, and such sensational

news. F.

"You fiend in human form, what is it, I wonder, that has kept me so long from
destroying you and myself too ? Oh, you need not laugh ! I have the means to do
it if I choose. I have had them for twenty years."

(leorge laughed again hoarsely. " Quite penny-dreadful, I declare " (you speak, I

assure you, in the style of a cheap sensational newspaper).—U. R. Haggard.
Of all these there is more than an abundant supply always ready, in wliat may, foi

want of a better title, be called the penny-dreadfuls.—^dniftiov/t Review, 1SS7.

A penny fo?' your thoughts—a playful remark made to one who seems

immersed in thought. C. The full expression would be, "I'll give

you a penny if you'll tell me your thoughts."

Judy looked a little bit puzzled at this. " A penny for your thoughts, Judy,"
says my sister.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

Penny wise and pound foolish—careful aboiit small profits or savings,

and foolishly blind to larger and more important gains. F.

He (the king) engaged her (the elephant) to perform gratis in the Champs Elysees

during tlie three days' fitc. Fifteen hundred francs for this.

But Huguet was i)enny wise and pound foolish to agree, for it took her gloss off

—

showed her gratis to half the city.—C. Reade.

To turn a penny. See Turn.

To think one\s penny silver—to have a good opinion of oneself. F.

Penny f/affs—cheap places of entertainment. C.

Penny gaffs have a dozen audiences every night.

—

Contemporary Review, 1S87.

Pepper.—Pepper-and-salt—a term applied to a kind of cloth of mingled

black and white. C.

One was a low-spirited gentleman of middle age, of a meagre habit, and a dis-

consolate face, who kept his hands continually in the pockets of his scanty pepper-

and-salt trousers.

—

Dickens.

"To take pepper in the nose—to become irritated. F. Old-fashioned.

Because I entertained this gentleman for my ancient (standard-bearer), he takes

pepper in the nose.

—

Ciiai'MAit.
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A pepper-corii rent—an insignificant or nominal rent.

An admirable plan ! but we will take the houses first at a pepper-corn rent.

—

Beauonsfield.
~

Per.—Per annum—yearly.

Per saltum—at a bound. P. Latin.

They imagined that with the attainment of her political freedom, Italy ought
%ter saltum to have regained her place among the nations.

—

Spectator, Januarii 11,,

ISSS.

Per se—in itself ; apart from other considerations. P. Latin.

He is always per se the duke.

—

Hugh Conway.

Perch.—To tip over the perch—to die. F.

Either through negligence, or want of ordinary sustenance, they both tipped over

the perch.

—

Urquhart.

Person.—In person—not througli a deputy ; \\itli Ijodily presence. P.

It is his highness' pleasure that the queen
Appear in person here in court.

—

Shakes ['E.\.ke.

The curt reply brought the earl in person to Becky's apartment.

—

Thackeray

* Pet.—To take the pet—to be needlessly offended ; to sulk. F.

You got into trouble, and when your father, honest man, was disappointed, you
took the iset or got afraid, and ran away from punishment.—R. L. Stevessox.

Petard.—Hoist with one's oivn jxtatrl. See Hoist.

Peter.—Bobbing Peter to pay Paul. See Rob.

Peter Funk—an auction where the bidders have a secret understanding.

See Knock-out. S. " Peter Funk " is the American term.

To peter out—to cease to produce ; to fail ; to come to an end by
degrees. S.

It is said his Pennsylvania monopoly has petered out, and he is now obliged to get

his supply from Canada.

—

The Nation, l-:00.

Petticoat.—Petticoat government—the rule of women. F.

This afforded fresh subject of derision to those who scorned petticoat government.
—Maria Edgeworth.

In petticoats—[a] still a child ; still in the nurserj'. P.

An infant freetliinker, a baby philosopher, a scliolar in i>etticoats—a man, when
he grew up, who knew almost everything except himself (J. S. MiU). — :Mks.

Oliphant.

(b) of the female sex ; in the form of a woman. C. Opposed to

"in trousers."

"But she is false, covetous, malicious, cruel, aid dihonest"—what a friend in

petticoats I—A. Troli.ope.

He never knew when Jane might not make some extravagant display of tlie stu-

dent or jirofessor in petticoats.

—

Sauah Tvti.ek.
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Petto.—In petto—in secrecy ; in reserve. P.

Wliatcvcr else they might liold undeclared in jnffo.—NoKTti.

Philadelphia.—A PhikuUljMa lairyer—the sharpest man living. C.

" Enough to puzzle a Philadelphia lawyer," is a phrase used with

reference to some very perplexing matter.

Philip.—To appeal from Philip drnnh to Philip noher—to ask for a re-

consideration of any case because the first decision was given without

due gravity, the arbiter being under some engrossing influence. C.

If they had any fault to find, let them go to lier, which was not even appealing

from Philip drunlc to Philip sober, but rather from the lioness in the jungle to the

lioness in the cave.—Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

Philosopher.— The 2'>hilo.^o])her\t stone— an imaginary stone, sought

after l)y alchemists, wliicli had the property of transmuting every-

tliing it touched into gold. P.
That stone

Philosophers in vain so long have sought.

—

Milton.
There are a great many places of worship about Whitechapel, and many forms of

creed, from the Baptist to the man with the biretta, and it would be difficult to

select one whicli is more confident than anotlier of possessing the real philosopher's

stone, the thing for which we are always searching, the whole truth.

—

Besant.

Pick.—To 2neJc a quarrel—to search for an occasion to quarrel. P.

At last Dennis could stand it no longer ; he picked a quarrel witli Fritz, and they

liad a battle-royal to prove which was master.—M. Aknold.

To pick hole.'<—to find fault ; to criticise. C.

" Hang the fellow," murmured Mr. Erin to himself, " he's beginning to pick holes

already."

—

James Payn.
"That means that you have been trying to pick holes in him, and that you can't,"

returned Mrs. Lindsay a little defiantly.—W. E. Norris.

To picl: a hone vith one—to find fault with him ; to blame him. C.

Just look at my nose, and you will soon change your mind. It's broader, and
flatter, and snubbier than ever. I consider that I have got a bone to pick with (reason

to find fault with) Providence about that nose.—H. R. Haggard.

To pick lip— {a) to obtain in a chance way. C.

He asked his friends about him, where tliey had picked up such a blockhead.

—

Addison.
The young man, at least, thought his manner of looking an offence to Miss Miller;

it conveyed an imputation that she "picked up" acquaintances.—H. James, jun.

(Ji) to grow stronger ; to recover health. C.

After he had eaten a little and had a .swallow or two more of the brandy, he Viegan

to pick up visibly, sat straighter up, spoke louder and clearer, and looked in every

way another man.—R. L. Stevenson.

A pirk-me-'iip—anything taken to restore the strength : a tonic. F.

T find thp sivrnn vnu f/n.vn nir n. fnint,;tl iiiclv -nip-nn.
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To pick off—to kill separately ; to shoot one by one. P.

He (the war correspondent) now marches with the van, goes out with the forlorn

hope, sits down in the thick of the fight with his note-book, and takes ten men's
share of the bullets. Consequently he sometimes gets picked off.

—

Bksant.

To pick to pieces—to criticise harshly ; to find fault with in a jealous

fashion. F.

The ladies were drinking tea, and picking their neighbours to pieces.

~To pick a hole in a man's coat—to find fault with him ; to find a weak
place in his character. F.

It is difficult to pick a hole in our minister's coat ; he performs his duties too faith-

fully.

The pick of the basket—the very best of anything. C.

It cannot be pretended that we have thus far succeeded in obtaining the pick of the

basket.

—

Daily Telegraph, 1S85.

Pickle.—To hai^e a rod in pickle for any one—to have a punishment in

store for any one. F.

I have a rod in pickle for Tom when he returns home.

Pickwickian.—In a Pichvickian sense—in a merely technical sense, not

applicable elsewhere. P. A phrase taken from Dickens's Pickwick

Papers: " He had used the word in its Pickwickian sense."

Pi9.—To go to pie—to fall into confusion. P.

Your military ranked arrangements going all (as the typographers say of set tn^es

in a similar case) rapidly to pie.

—

Carlyle.

Piece.— T'o give another a piece of one's mind—to speak bluntly and un-

ceremoniously to him ; to tell him unpleasant trutiis. C
On the doorstep of the house where Hilda lodged, stood her landlady giving a

piece of her mind to a butcher-boy, both as regarded his master'i^ meat and his per

sonal qualities.—H. R. Haggard.

Of a piece icith—similar to ; like. P.

Scarcely any other part of his life was of a piece with that splendid commence
ment.—Macaulay.

To piece ont—(a) to increase in length. P.

Whether the piecing out of an old man's life is worth the pains, I cannot tell.— Siii

W. Temple.

(It) to arrange from scattered materials ; to put together so as to

form a whole. P.

Piece out my history in connection with young Walter Oay, and wliat he has made
me feel; and think of me more leniently, James, if you can.

—

Dickens.

Pieceirork—work <lone and paid for by each separate article made or job

finished, and not by the day or the hour. P.

Nothing could be a more noble spectacle than that of myself working at .i lutlio for

nothing in the old days: would it bo quite as noble at tlic brewery d'ling piece-

work ?—Besant.
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Piece.—/*«^ce de resistance—the piuicipal dish at a banquet ; the cliiel

article. C. French.

Tlie rough fare of tlie ship's crew, of which the pii'ce dc resistance was the hardest

of Dutch cheese.—11. Bucuaxan.

Pied. --1 J'i^'d « (erre—a place where one can alight; a convenient

house of one's own. P. French.

Mr. Harding, however, did not allow himself to be talked over into giving up liis

own and only pied d terre in the High Street.—A. Trollopp:.

Pig.—A piij in a j^oke—something bought without inspection
;
goods

accepted and paid for blindly. F.

He would have greatly preferred to have the precious manuscript, like tlie others,

for nothing ; but, after all, what was demanded of him was better than being asked
to give hard cash for a pig in a poke.—Jajies Payn.

A pii/s whisper—[a) a very loud whisper. S.

(b) a very short space of time. 8.

To drive one's i^hjs to market—to snore. F.

To bring one's pi<js to a pretty market—to sell at a loss ; to manage one's

affairs badly. F.

" He never could have brought his pigs to a worse market," observed Sawbridge.

—

Captain Marryat.

To (JO to piijs and whistles—to be dissipated ; to go to utter ruin. F.

" Do you know what has happened in your absence ?

"

Lambert nodded. " That the concern has gone to pigs and whistles," he said

defiantly.

—

.Sarah Tytler.

Pigeon.—Pigeon or pidfjin Emjlish—the corrupt language, half Englisli

and half Chinese, used in commercial transactions throughout the far

East. P.

The grammar of pidgin English is not English but Chinese.—Sayce.

To pluck a pigeon—to cheat a simpleton ; to fleece a greenhorn. P.
" Here comes a nice pigeon to pluck," said one of the thieves.—C. Eeade.

Pigeon's milk—an unaginary substance, which simple boys are sent to

purchase on All Fools' Day (April 1). F.

Pile.—To make a pile—to realize a fortune ; to get wealthy. F.

On the other hand, if the old man should only go on for another year or two he
woiild make that little pile, and a very comfortable little pile it would be.

—

Besant

Pill.—To gild the pill. See Gild.

To sugar the pnll- See Sugar.

A bitter or hard pill to siralloir—a disagi'eeable experience to undergo

;

something woundmg to the pride. C.

Sir Hamilton could not help recognizing the truth of this observation, but Mdter-
nich made him swallow another bittsr pill (listen to another disagreo.<ble truth).

—

I'ublic Oi>inion, 1880.
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Pillar.—From inllar to pod—from one i-efuge to another ; hither and

thither. P.

I'm afraid we shall be pretty well knocked about from pillar to post during the

next month.

—

Florence Maehyat.

Pin.—Pin>i and needles—the tingling sensation in a limb which has been

benumbed. C.

A man may tremble, stammer, and show other signs of rec<n'ered sensibility no

more in the range of his acquired talents than pins and needles after numbness.

—

Georue Eliot.

On the pin—watchful. F.

He was on the pin to see who should be chosen.

To jiin one's faith—to fix one's trust. C.

Those who pinned their faith for better or for worse to the pack.

—

Field, 1S85.

Pin money—money granted to a wife for her small personal expenses.

P. Pins formerly were costly, and formed a considerable share of such

expenditure.

The day that Miss Rayne becomes Lady Coombs I will settle a thousand a year on

her for her private use, and so she'll be independent, and have as much pin money
as she'll know how to do with.

—

Flobence Makry.vt.

Pinch.—At or on a pinch—in a difficulty. P.

They at a pinch can bribe a vote.

—

Swift.

Instead of writing, as on a pinch he loved to write, straight on from his somewhat

late and lazy breakfast until the moment of dinner found him hungry and com-

placent, with a heavy task successfully performed, he was condemned, for the first

time in his life, to the detested necessity of breaking the labours of the day by

luncheon.

—

Trevelyan, in Life of Macaulay.

7^0 feel where the shoe pinches. See Shoe.

Pink.-^^ pinh coat—the dress worn by huntsmen in England. C.

But he absented himself from home on the occasion of every meet at Ullathorne,

left the covers to their fate, and could not be persuaded to take his pink coat out of

the press, or his hunters out of the stable.—A. Trollope.
He (the actual French dandy) has a wondrous respect for English "gentlemen

sportsmen ; " he imitates their clubs sports his pink out hunting.—Thackeray.

Pipe.— To pipe one's eye—to weep. S.

He then began to eye his pipe,

And then to pipe his eye.

—

Hood.

To put a person's pipe out — to discomfit him ; to disappoint his

plans.

James Crawley's pipe is put out.—Thackeray.
He couldn't think of putting the squire's pipe out after that fashion.

—

IIali-

BURTON.

Piit that in. your jnpe and smolr it—listen to that remark and think over

it. F. This saying generally accompanies a rebuke.

"And always put this in your pipe, Nolly." said the Dodeer, as the Jew was heard

unlocking the door above, "if you don't take fogies and tickers."— Dickens.
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Piper.— ^'o pay the piptr—^to defray the cost of an entertainment. F.

" Ay, races and balls, fine clothes and fine eating, them's the ways of the gentle-
folks, and we pay the piper," growled a humble cynic— Sara ii Tvtleii.

^Pipers' news—stale news. F.

Pis.—-1 pis alter—a desperate resource ; a last shift. P. Frencli.

I have no idea of becoming a pis alUr if this harebrained i)eer should ch.inge

his mind.—G. J. Wuvte-Melville.

Pitch. -7'o piVcA atid pay—to pay ready money. Old-fashioned.

7'o pitch a yarn—to tell a wonderful story. S.

The skipper is in great glee to-night ; he pitches his yarns with gusto.— C/ia»i6€rs's

Jounvil, 18S5.

To pitch in or into—to attack vigorously. F. Used either of actual

blows or abusive language.

That curious fancy for pitching in at people they only half disapijrove, which
marks a certain kind of English audience— or, indeed, every kind, if the pitching is

only improved into " invective," and becomes " an ornament of debate"—is deeply

gratified by Mr. Labouchere.

—

S/ectator, 1SS7.
" But if he should pitch into you, sir?

"

" Then he will pitch into a man twice as strong as himself "—C. Reade.
"Dear Tom, I ain't going to pitch into (scold) you," said Arthur piteously —

T. Hughes.

2'o pitch it -itrontj—to act or speak very warmly. F.

I wonder he did not overdo it then, he pitched it so strong.

—

Daily Telegraph,

1885.

Pitchers.—Pitchers have ears—there are listeners who may hear. C.

A proverbial expression. Also, "Little pitchers have long ears,"

—

young persons are quick of hearing.

Pitchers have ears, and I have many servants.

—

Shakespeake.
The child might be somehow mistaken, or the old woman might have misread the

address. But that was unlikely ; and if it had been so, surely Miss Gray, knowing
that little pitchers have ears, would have corrected the mistake.

—

Sauah Tvtler.

Place.—Out ofplace—unsuitable. P.

The words were colourless in themselves, but there was a hard, unfriendly, and
superior tone in them rather out of place in a house where she was a guest.

—

C. Reade.

Give place—yield ; retire. P.

Victorious York did first, with famed success.

To his known valour, make the Dutch give place.

—

Dryden.
The rustic honours of the scythe and share

Give place to swords and plumes, the pride of war.—Dkyden.

To give plare to—to make room for.

Dr. Swift is turned out of his stall and deanery-house at St. Patrick's, to give place

to Father Dominic from Salamanca.

—

Thackerav.
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To take place—(a) to happen. P.

It is stupidly foolish to venture our salvation upon an experiment, which we have
all the reason imaginable to think God will not suffer to take place.—Attekburv.

(b) to take precedence. P.

As a British freeholder, I should not scruple taking place of a French marquis,—
Addison.

In place—(a) present. Old-fashioned.

Then was she fair alone, when none was fair in place.

—

Ed.mund Spekser.

(h) suitable ; appropriate. P.

He did not think the remark in place.

Plaguy.—A plaguy sight—veiy nmcli ; exceedingly. S.

Tlie lawyers looked like so many ministers, all dressed in black gowns and white
bands on, only they acted more like players than preachers, a plaguy sight (very

much more).— Haliburton.

Plain.—Plain as a 23ike-sfaff^very plain or evident. C.

" Prune it of a few useless rights and literal interpretations of that sort, and our
religion is the simplest of all religions, and makes no barrier, but a union, between
us and tlie rest of the world."
" Plain as a pike-staff" (that is very evident), said Pack, with an ironical laugli.

—

Gt:oRGE Eliot.

Plain work—sewing that is not ornamental. P.

They understand their needle, broadstitch, and all manner of plain work.—Gold-
smith.

She does beefsteaks and plain work. -Thackeray.

Planks—To walk the 2)lank. See Wai^k.

Platonic,—Platonic love—love witli no mixture of sexual passion. P.

There are not many men who could have observed Mrs. Lecouut entirely from the
Platonic point of view.—Wilkie Collins.

Play.—To play the devil, deuce, or mischief irith—to injure; to hurt

seriously. P.

In short, in your own memorable words, to- play the very devil with everytliing

and everybody.

—

Dickens.
The master-gunner and his mates,^ loading with a rapidity the mixed races could

not rival, hulled the schooner well between wind and water, and tlien fired chain
sliot at lier masts, as ordered, and began to play the miscliief with her shrouds and!

rigging.—C. Reade.

To hriny into pilay—to give an opportunity fur tlic exercise of. P.

The very incongruity of their relative relations brought into play all his genius.

—

\^
A. AlNOER.

To play one false—to deceive one. P.

" Now, look you here, Anne," said George in a sort of hiss, and standing over her
in a tlireatening attitude, " I have suspected for some time that you were playing nia

false in tliis busine s, and now I am sure of it." — H. R. Haoiiaud.
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To playfaM and loose. See Fast.

To ]ilay one's canl-s—to carry out a scheme. C.

We have seen how Mrs. Bute, having the game in her hands, liad really played her

cards too wdL—Thackeray.

7'o play into a person's hands—to.act for tlie benefit of anotlier person
;

to manage matters so that, unknowingly, another person, often an

enemy, is benefited. P.

This is simply playing into the hands of lazy ne'cr-do-weels (good-for-nothings).

— Observer, }$So.

To play irnant—to stay from school without leave ; to absent oneself

witliout leave. P. Properly a school plirase ; elsewhere used play-

fully.

" What !

" said George, who was, when in an amiable mood, that worst of all cads,

a jocose cad, "are you going to play truant (go off without permission), too, my
pretty cousin?"—H R. Haggard.

To play one person off against another—to use two people for one's own
purposes ; to make two people act upon each otlaer, so as to bring

about a desired result. P.

On the occasion referred to the quick-witted old crone saw her chance in a mo-
ment, and commenced to play off one of her visitors against the other with consum-
mate skill.—A. Jessopp.

To make play—to take the lead; to lead off. F. A phrase taken from

tlie race-course.

Gray Parrot made play with Duke of Richmond and Florio next.

—

Daily Telegrajih,

ISSo.

Played out—of no further service ; exhausted ; bereft of force. P.

There is a popular impression amongst the vulgar of this country and of America,
that the part of sovereign has been long since played out.

—

Westminster Hevieio,

1-,S?.

Is our civilization a failure ?

Or is the Caucasian played out?

—

Bret Harte.
From some reason or another examinations were rather played out (rejected as of

little vstlae).—Daily TeUgraph, ISSX

To play the role of—to act the part of ; to beliave as. P. A tlieatrical

phrase.

The fire in the cave was an unusually big one that night, and in a large circle

round it were gathered about thirty-five men and two women, Ustane and the

woman to avoid whom Job had played the rule of another scriptural character.—H.
R. Haggard.

To play one tricks—to cheat or deceive ; to be untrustworthy. F. Used
playfully.

He was now an old man, but active .'till and talkative. His memory played

him trickg (wa^ untrustworthy). — Besant.
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To play a part—to be deceitful ; to be double-faced ; to dissimulate. 1'.

" I really am much obliged to you, my aunt," said John, utterly astonished to find

that she possessed a heart at all, and had been more or less playing a part all the

evening.— H. 11. Haggard.

2'o play up to another—to accommodate oneself to another's peculiarities

so as to gain some advantage. F.

There is your playing up toady, who, unconscious to its feeder, is always playing
up to its feeder's weaknesses.

—

Beaconsfield.

Child's play—easy work. P.

The work of reformation is child's play to that of making your friends believe you
have reformed.

—

Hugh Conway.

Please.—Please the jngs—if all be well. F.

"Please the pigs," then said Mr. Avenel to himself, "I shall pop the question."—
BULWEd Lytton.

" And," he observed to himself, as he watched his friend retreating to his bed-

room, and took his own candle, "once back to London, I'll speak to the doctor, and,
please the pigs, you shall marry Kate before you're six months older.

—

Mistletoe

Bough, 1SS6.

If yott please. See If.

. Pleased as Punch—highly pleased. F.

Old Staines is as pleased as Punch —W. E. Norris.
You could skip over to Europe whenever you wished. Mamma would be iis

pleased as Punch.— R. Grant.

Plough.— To put one's hand to the plonyh—to commence serious work;

to undertake important duties. P. A Biblical phrase. " And Jesus

said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and look-

ing back, is fit for the kingdom of God " (Luke i.v. 6'2).

To have been the first publicly to proclaim this principle is no mean boast ; and
now that they have put their hand to the plough, the preceptors will certainly not

look back.

—

Journal of Education, 1SS7.

To look back from the plough—to abandon work that has been seriously

undertaken. P.

To he ploughed—to fail to pass in an examination. College slang.

Plucked is also so used.

I am sure to be ploughed at the final examination.

Pluck.— To pluck np courage or one's heart or one's spirits—to regain

confidence ; to throw fear aside. C.

He willed them to pluck up their hearts.—Knollvs.
Pluck up thy spirits.

—

Shakespeare.
Carlo sat and whimpered, and then wagged his tail, and plucked up more and more

spirit.—C. Reade.

To pluck off—to descend in rank or title ; to lower oneself. C.
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Plume.— To plume ont.stff upon—to be proud of; to boast regarding. 1'.

The idea of a man pluniing himself on liis viituc.

—

Daihj Tdrijraph, ISS.'i.

Nay, very likely Mrs. IJute Crawley thought her act was quite meritorious, and
plumed herself upon her resolute manner of performing it.—Thackeray.

Borrowed plumes—ornaments which do not belong to the weaier. P.

" I know some people do not care to appear in borrowed plumes," the elder woman
went on.—Sarau Tvtlek.

Pocket.— To put one's hand in one's pocket—to be charitable; to give

iiioiiey in charity. C.

I daresay Dr. Goodenough, amongst other philanthropists, put his hand in his

pocket.—GEoRciE Eliot.

To piU one's pride in one's pocket—to lay aside one's pride for the time

being ; to be humble for the moment. C.

If Miss Blanche should ask you how we are getting on, Kachel, put youi- pride in

your pocket, mind that —G. J. Whvte-AIelville.

To be i}i pocket—to be a gainer. F.

Yet I'm none the better for it in pocket.

—

Dickens.

To be out of pocket—to lose ; to be a loser. F.

Alephistopheles, either because he was a more philosophic spirit, or was not the one
out of pocket (who had lost money), took the blow more coolly.—C. Keade.

All idea of a peerage was out of the question, the baronet's two seats in Parlia-

ment being lost. He was both out of pocket and out of spirits by that catastrophe.

—

Thackeray.

A pocket borou'jh—a borough wliere tlie electors were so few in number
that a single powerful personage could control elections and send liis

own nominee to Parliament. P.

In the autumn of 1834 he (Disraeli) is fuU of his possible return for Wycombe,
which was practically a pocket borough.

—

Edinhuryh Kevieu; 1SS6.

To pocket an insult—to submit to an insult without retaliating or show-

ing displeasure. P.

The remark was a rude one, but the man chose to pocket the insult.

Shakespeare uses j)ocket itp in this sense,

—

Well, ruffian, I must pocket up these wrongs.

"To pocket dibs—to receive salary or profits. S.

"What gives a man position," said Tommy, "is to make other beggars do the
work and to pocket the dibs yourself."—Besant.

Note.—Beggars is here merely a slang term for " people," " men."

A pocket -pnstol—a jocular name for a flask to carry liquor. F.

Coming from Newman Xoggs, and obscured still further liy the smoke of liis

pocket-pistol (liis tipsy condition), it became wholly unintelligible, and involved in

utter darkness.—DicKE.vs.
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Point—T'o make a point of-io be N-eiy careful about; to take care not
to omit. P.

When his sister went out to market he made a point of waiting for Sophy's comingdown to the drawing-room.—James Payn.
i

} ^ "h.

To stretch a poinf—io make an exception
; to observe a rule less strictiv

P.
•''

Oh, I suppose I shall have to stretch a point when I invite people to my house.-James x ayn.

Point Wa?iX-—directly
; plainly ; explicitly. P.

Jltt r'''y^°'^y' l '^y ^? '^^^'- ^ever be squeamish, but speak out your com-pliment both poin blank in a man's face and behind his back, when you knowthere is a reasonable chance of his hearing it again.-TnACKERAy
So she refused you, Uppy-refused you point blank, did she'-G J Whvte-MeLVILLE . u. <• Milt,

To carry one's poi7it-to obtain an object sought for; to persuade otliers
to act as you wish. P.

.,ow*''^?°h^c?^t''^'
particularly glad that she had carried her point about thisparty at Lady St. James's.—Maria Edoeworth.

To point a moral—to give force to a moral precept ; to add to the moral
force of a remark. P.

He left the name at which the world grew pale.
To point a moral or adorn a tale.—Johnson

Here at least was a judgment ready made, to point the moral of the pious and
stimulate the fears of the timiA.—Edinhurgh Review, 1SS7.

To the ;>oi«^—apposite ; applicable. P.

My spoken answer, like my written answer, was not very mucli to the point

-

Belgravia, 1886.

^' To coj7ie to jMints—to fight with swords. P.

They would have come to points immediately.—Smollett.

A case in 2)oint~& case wliich illustrates the subject under discussion. P.
He quotes instances in point from the history of Rio Grande. -Con«<;mpora,-»

"Poke.— To pol-e fun at—to ridicule; to chaff. F.

One was so pleased with his tutor that he gave me a pot of beer besides my fee Ithought he was poking fun at me.—C. Keade.

A piff in a j^oke. See Pig.

Poker.—0/rf Poker—the devil. F.

As if Old Poker was coming to take them away.—H. Walpole

Poles.— Under hare poles—with no sails spread. P.

We were .scudding before a heavy gale, under bare poles.—Maurv at

Polish.— 2^0 2}olish of—to finish ; to settle. 8.

Well, sir, I couldn't finish him, but Bob had his coat off at once—he stood up to
the Banbury man for throe minutes, and polished him off in four rounds easy

-

Thackerav.
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Pons.—Poiis Asinonim—the name given to the fifth prolilein of the

First Book of Euclid. P. See Asses' Bridge.

do and bob for triangles, from the Pons Asinonim.

—

Thackeray.
AVhat was it that so fascinated the student? Not the Pons Asinoruni.—Tmack-

EHAY.

Pooh.— To pooh-pooh—to ridicule; to treat with contempt. C.

He seems to pooh-pooh the question, that it was absolutely impossible for

Henry of Navarre to bring peace to the kingdom as long as he adhered to the Church
of the minority.

—

Athena-um, 1SS7.

Poor.—Poor «-s a church 7HO^^'*e—very poor; having barely enough to

live upon. P.

"One of our young men is just married," Bobbin said, now coming to the point.
" It was a very old attachment, and the young couple are as poor as church mice."
—Thackerav.

Pop.— To pop corn—to parch or roast maize or Indian corn until tlie

grains explode with a " pop." C. An American phrase.

To piop (he (piexfion—to make a proposal of marriage. C.

I suppose you popped the question more than once.

—

Dickens.

Position.— To he in a position to—to have the time, oppoitunities, or

information requisite for. C.

The official referred to is in a position to know (has means of knowing).—Dai?!/
TcUgraph, 1SS5.

You will get a good salary ; I am not in a position to say (prevented by circum-

stances from saying) exactly how much.

Posse.—Posse coniitafits—military strength of a country ; a\ailal)le fight-

ing force. Latin.

" Only Goths, my donkey-riding friends !
" quoth Smid, and at that ominous name

the wholepos.se comitatus tried to look unconcerned.—C. Kinoslev.

Possess.—To jiossess oneself of—to obtain; to secure. P.

We possessed ourselves of the kingdom of Naples, the duchy of Milan, and the

avenue of France in Italy.

—

Addison.

To possess one's soul in patience—to refrain from worrying ; to be

patient. P.

" Possess your soul in patience, and in due time you .shall see what you shall see,"

answered Arthur oracularly.—W. E. Nokris.

Possession.—Possession is nine-tenths of the Ian-, or j^ossession is eleven

points in the law, and they say there are but tuxlve—a dictum used to

assert the great importance which the law attaches, in disputed cases,

to actual possession of the dispiited property. P.

Ain't this my husband's place of abode? Ain't possession nine points of the law?
— Justin M'Cartiiv.

- To fake possession—to occupy ; to seize. P.

At length, having killed the defondant, lie actually took possession.—OoLDSMirn.
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'Possum.—To art Opossum or play 'possum—to dissemble. S. The
opossum has a habit, when pursued, of rolling itself up and pretending

to be dead.

It's almost time for Babe to quit playing 'possum.

—

Scrtbner's Magazine, 18SG.

Post.—To post oneself up in—to obtain full information about ; to

learn thoroughly. P.

Tell me all about it; what books you had to post yourself up in for your examina-

tions, and how you came out of them.

—

Sarah Tytleb.

Post hoc ergo propter hoc—because one thing follows anotlier, tlierefore

it is caused by what precedes. P. Latin.

Post hoc ergo propter hoc may not be always safe logic.—J. E. Lowell.

Post-and-rails tea—tea having a number of stalks floating in it. F.

The tea is more frequently bad than good. The bad, from the stalks occasionally

found in the decoction, is popularly known as post-and-raUs tea.

—

Daily Telcgrai'h,

1SS6.

Pot.—A pot shot—a shot taken calmly at a sitting object. C.

This fanatic, liaving observed the envoy seated in his tent with a light, and the

door of the tent open, fetched his long gun, squatted down at about fifty yards, and
took a pot shot at the " Nazarene infidel."

—

Murray's Maga-iiw, lSs7.

Let not the pot call the kettle black—do not criticise your neighbours un-

less you are free from blame yourself. " Satan reproving sin." F.

You think it's a case of the pot calling the kettle black, perhaps. I'm black

enough, goodness knows ! but you your.self said just now that you didn't believe I

had sunk to her depth of infamy.—W. E. Norris.

To keep the pot boiling—[a) to continue the fun. F.

"Keep the pot a-bilin', sir!" said Sam. (The party were sliding on the ice.)

—

Dickens.

{b) to get sufficient funds to maintain one's household in comfort.

C Tlie phrase is used contemptuously by artists and literary men,

of work done merely for the sake of tlie money to be paid for it.

By these and a score more little petty arts I just keep the pot boiling—C. Rkape.
Something made him unwilling to exhibit himself before her in the degrading

occupation of pot-boiling (painting pictures solely for money).

—

James P.wn.

To go to pot—to be ruined or wasted. S.

All's one, they go to pot.—Dryden.
My farm, stock, and utensils, these young blood horses, and the brand-new vessels

I was building, are all gone to pot.—IlALinur.TON.

Pot luck—ordinary fare; the meal which an uuexjiccted guest re-

ceives. 0.

r>ut he never contradicted Mrs. Hackit, a woman whose pot huk (ordinary faro for

guests) was always to be relied on.—Oeouok Ki.tot.

He should be very welcome to take i)ot luck witli him. -Oraves.
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Potato.— The potato-trap—a slang term for the mouth.

On this Alfred hazarded a conjecture. Might it not have gone down his throat?
" Took his potato-trap for the pantry-door. Ha ! ha !"— C. Reade.

Found.— Jo claim outs ]X)und of Jltnh—to demand payment of debts

due to one, even where their payment involves nuich suffering. P.

Tlie plirase comes from Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice, wliere

Shylock the Jew insists upon Antonio giving liim a pound of liis flesh,

according to an agreement previously made.

The Sultan's view of Oermany is that he ought to seek for the help of German
otflcers and of German financial guides, on the ground that all the other great

powers want their pound of flesh from Turkey.

—

Fortnightly Review, ISS?.

To xiounel an-ay—to work iiard. P.

However, Goldsmith poundesL^way at this newly-found work.

—

Black.

Pow.— To hold a pow-iroiv—to liave a riotous meeting. S.

Powder. — -A^o< worth powder and shot — not wortli the trouble or

cost. F.

The place is not worth powder and shot.

Pray.—I pray, pray, or prithee—an exclamation which often accom-

panies a question. C.

But, pray, in this mechanical formation, when the ferment was expanded to the

extremities of the arteries, why did it not break through the receptacle '?

—

Bentlev.

Premium.—At ajyremium—mucli souglit after; increased in value. P.

.Suicide is at a premium here (the men here are fond of committing suicide).

—

C. Reade.
Servants are at a great premium, masters at a discount, in the colony.—C. Reade.

Presence.—Presence of mind—power of self-control and intelligent

action in a crisis. P.

It is by presence of mind in untried emergencies that the native metal of a man
is tested.—J. R. Lowell.
Both men changed colour but retained their presence of mind and their cunning.

—C. Reade.

Pretty.—A pretty time of it—a difficult or unpleasant condition of

aflfiiirs. F.

Mr. Samuel Erin had for the present a pretty time of it. He was like a man
caught in a downpour of hailstones, witliout an umbrella.

—

James Payn.

A pretty go—an awkward position ; a critical situation. S.

Supposing now that some of them were to slip into the boat at night and cut the

cable, and make off with her. It would be a pretty go, that would.—H. R. Hag(i ard.

Prick.— To prid: tip the ears—to show signs of interest; to appear at-

tentive. ('.

The fierj' courser, whoii he hears from far

The sprightly trumpet and tlie sliouts of war,

Pricks up his ears.—UitvuEN.
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"^To prick out—to plant for the first time. P.

To prick up o)iesel/—to make a display ; to show off. F.

PrimS..—Prima facie—at first sight ; apparently. P. Latin.

At this stage, the learned counsel having already made his opening speech, a state-

ment now would primd faci", be Irregular, and the judge said so; whereupon Mr.
Finlay turned to his learned friends, the Attorney-General and Sir Charles Russell,

and showed them a letter, and conversed with them earnestly and in low tones.

—

St.

Andrews Citizen, 1SS7.

Primrose.— The primrose path—the pleasant and alluring road which
leads to destruction. P.

But, good my brother,

Do not, as some ungracious pastors do,

Show me that steep and thorny way to heaven ;

Wliiles, like a puffed and reckless libertine,

Himself the primrose path of dalliance treads.

And recks not his own rede^^SHAKEsPEARE.
So in those idle days of the Shotover curacy he trod the primrose path of dalliance

with a careless and unguarded heart, and did not waken to a sense of danger until he
found himself and another precipitated downward into the very gulf of hell.

—

Max-
well Gray.

Prizes.— To x>lciy prizes—to be in earnest. Old-fashioned.

They did not play prizes, and only pretended to quarrel.

—

Stillingfleet.

Pro.—Pro bono publico—for the public welfare ; for the benefit of the

whole company. P. Latin.

In some of the bank offices it is the custom (to save so much individual time) for

one of the clerks—who is the best scholar—to commence upon the Tinus or Chronicle,

and recite its entire contents aloud jj?-o bono puUico.—l.AiiB.

Pro and con—for and against ; favourable and unfavourable. P. ~

Mr. Tupman and Mr. Snodgrass arrived, most opportunely, in this stage of the

pleadings, and as it was necessary to explain to them all that liad occurred, together

with the various reasons pro and con, the whole of the arguments were gone over

again.

—

Dickens.

Pros and co?;.?—arguments for and against; minute discussion. C.

Very many thanks to \V. M. for his kind contribution to the pros and cons of King
William the Tliird's pronunciation of English. —IlliiMrnted London Xin-s, 1SS7.

After a few pros and conn, they bade her observe that Iter old lover, Ephraint

Slade, was a rich man, and if site was wise she would look that way.— C. Reade.

Pro tan/o—so far ; in itself. P. Latin.

That (riglit) does tend to attract, or rather to drive, all ambitious or powerful men
into the deliberative arena, and that jwo tanto is beneficial.—.s';)fr<a(«r, ISS;.

Pro tempore—for a short time ; not permanent or permanently. P.

Latin.

The body was then deposited, pro tempore, in St. Anne's Church, Soho.—C. Reade.

Proforma—for form's sake ; merely to satisfy rules. P. Latin.

\ It was merely a proformd meeting; the real business had already been discussed.
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Procrustean.

—

Procmi^tean h(d—an uncomfortable couch, where vioknt

lULasuies are necessary to insin-e that the ])erson fills it. P. Pro-

crustes was a famous robber who lived near Athens. He compelled

his prisoners to lie down on a certain couch. If they were too long

for it, their limbs were chopped oflF; if too short, they were stretched

to the required length.

They have some particular theory to maintain, and whatever does not fit their

Procrustean bed is at once condemned.—E. Whiitle.

Promise.

—

I j^romise yon—an expression generally attached to state-

ments about the future, and signifying "I declare to you," "You
may be certain." C.

" Will not the ladies be afraid of the Hon ?"

" I fear it, I promise you."

—

Shakespeare.

Proof.— To put to the proof—to test; to try in practice. P.

JHy paper gives a timorous writer an opportunity of putting his abilities to the

proof.—Add ISO V.

But he (the British soldier) hates water; drench him thoroughly and you put him

to the proof.—G. J. Whvte-Melville.

Tht proof of the j^uddiiig—the tasting of it ; the actual experience of

anything. C.

"I mention no names; but it's rather odd that when I am speaking of hollow-

hearted friends you should at once name Mr. Tagrag."
" The proof of the pudding—handsome is that handsome does; and I've got £5 of

his money at any rate."—S. Warrem.
Tlie upshot of all discussion on this question is that, to use a vulgar phrase, the

proof of the pudding will be in the eating.—.Spec(a<or, September 17, 1SS7.

Proud.—Proud flesh—inflamed flesh arising in wounds or ulcers. P.

The sores had generated proud flesh.

—

Ditily Telcoraph, 1SS5.

PuU.— To pull up—to cause to stop ; to come to a stop. P. Originally

used of pulling the reins in driving, and of thus stopping a horse.

They thanked heaven they had been pulled up short (suddenly arrested) in an evil

career.—C. Reade.
It is such a relief to be able to say awful without being ] ulled up (interrupted .ind

reproved) by Aunt Chambers.—H. R. Ha(:(;ard.

The coach pulls up (stops) at a little roadsid; inn with huge stables behind.—

T. Hughes.

To pull up stakes—to remove one's residence. American slang.

To piUl through—not to succumb ; to succeed with difficulty. C.

You pulled through it (the punishment), and so will he.—C. Reade.

To pidl a person through—to extricate him from a difficulty or danger. C.

His extra speed pulled him through.

—

Field, ISSG.

To puff the strings—to set in action secretly; to be the real though

hidden promoter of anything. C.

The men who pull the strings are down in the Cape. Thoy want to drive every

Englishman out of South Africa.—H. R. Haooard.

17
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To puU tor/ether—to work liarmonioiisly. C.

The new director and the professors are said not to pull together.

To ptiU oneself tofi'thf-r—to rally; to prepare for a fresh struggle. F.

The Middlesex men now pulled themselves together.

—

field, ISSG.

Joe retired to the bar, where he had a glass of brandy neat, and tried to pull him-

self together, but with small success.

—

Besant.
The cool water applied to his head, and the glass of brandy, vile as it was, that he

drank, pulled Balfour together.

—

Wm. Black.

To pull faces—to make grimaces. C.

^ To pull a long face—to look melancholy. C.

Sarah returning at this moment, shaking her head, and pulling a Ions face at the

ill-success of her search, devoted herself to administering sal volatile.

—

Murray's
Magazine, 1SS7.

Pulse.—To feel one's pulse—(«) to discover tlie beat of the lieart by

pressing an artery. P.

(h) to sound a person ; to try to discover a person's secret opinions. C.

So much matter has been ferreted out that this Government wishes to tell its own
story, and my pulse was felt (I was sounded in the matter).

—

Sovtbey.

Purchase.—J^is life is not u-orth a year's 2>ure}ia-se—lie is not likely to

survive more than a year.

Purgation.—To 2yut one to his purgation—to call upon liim to clear liim-

self from an accusation. P.

If any man doubt, let him put me to my purgation.— Shakespeare.
All right, old fellow; I didn't mean to put you on your purgation.— .\. Tkollope.

Purple.—Bom in the jnirple—born a prince. P. Purple is tlie imperial

colour.

To think of that dear young man (Prince Louis Napoleon), the apple of his

mother's eye, born and nurtured in the purple, dying thus, is too fearful, too awful —
Queen Victoria.

To marry into the purple—to marry a prince or a nobleman. P.

Now I had not the slightest wish for my dear Helena to marry into the purple.—
Midldoe Bough, 1S85.

Purpose.—On jjurpose—designedly ; with full intention. P.

AVhere men err against this method, it is usually on purpose, and to show their

learning.

—

Swift.

• On purpose to—with the intention of (followed by tlie infinitive). P.

I do this, on i>urpose to give you a more sensible impression of the imperfection of

your knowledge.

—

Waits.
He travelled the world, on purpose to converse with the most learned men.—

GOLD.SMITH.

With the purpose q/*—with the intention of (followed by the participle

or gerund). P.

He left with the purpose of following her.
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To the purpose—a^ipositely; poiuteilly ; sensibly; (also as an adjective)

sensible ; practical. P.

He was wont to speak plain and to the purpose.—Siiakksi-kare.

To small purpose—for very little good ; without nuich practical bene-

fit. P.

To small purpose had the council of Jeru.salem been assembled, it once their deter-

mination being set down, men might afterwards have defended their former opinions.
—Hooker.

I>Urse.— Piirtie-proud—arrogant because of wealth
;
puffed up through

being wealthy. P.

What is so hateful to a poor man as the purse-proud arrogance of a rich one?—
Observer.

I wish we had never seen those odious, purse-proud Osbornes.—Thackerav.

To make up a purse—to collect subscriptions on behalf of some individual

;

to get together a sum of money. P.

Meanwhile a purse, I think of seventy dollars, was made up on board, and when
they were on the point of returning ashore was handed to i\\&ia.—London and China

Express, 1SS7.

Some friends who took an interest in me made up a purse for me, by which I

was enabled to pay my passage-money in advance.—G. A. Sala.

Push.—To he put to the push—to be tested by difficult circumstances. P.

Once he is put to the push, his native energy will appear.

To come to the push—to be seriously tested. P.

'Tis common to talk of dying for a friend ; but when it comes to the push (people

are actually tested) 'tis no more than talk.

—

L'Estrange.

Put.—Pitt about—anxious ; annoyed ; in a flurry. C.

Tom was rather put about by this speech.—T. Hughes.

To put oneself about—to take trouble. C.

Mr. Treverton was a person for whom people must be e.xpcctcd to put them-

selves about.—Miss Bkaddon.

To put about a ship—to turn it round. P.

The Stella was put about, and the other broadside given without a return from her

opponent.—Cai'tain Marryat.

To put by— (a) to thrust aside ; to neglect. P.

A presence which is not to be put by.

—

Wordsworth.

{b) to save ; to lay aside. P.

Kight thousand servants, fed and half-clothed at their masters' expense, have put

by for forty years, and yet not even by aid of interest and compound interest

have reached the Rubicon of four figures (goal of £1,000).—C. Reade.

Hard put to (it)—in great troul)lc; sore beset. C.

" You are desperate hard put to, woman," said the Deemster.

—

Hai.i. Caine.

For if he, though a man, was so hard put to it, what canst thou, being \mt a poor

woman, do?—Bunvan.
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Put to it—tested ; tried ; placed in a ditiiculty. P.

Well, I was never so put to it in my life.

—

Mauta Edgeworth.
But Gingham worked for the whole family as a woman wiU when put to it—G. J.

VVhyte-Melville.
The small gentry were sore put to it to know how to order themselves between

these two opposing forces—respect for virtue in the abstract and their inherited

allegiance to their local lord.—Mrs. E. Lvnn Linton.

Put on—feigned ; hypocritical. C.

Sir Charles obeyed this missive, and the lady received him with a gracious and

smiling manner, all put on and cat-like —C. Reade.
Nave made a show of resistance—which was all put on, for he was as fond of shil-

lings as of pounds— and then gave in.—Mrs. Henry Wood.

To put out or 2^uf out of countenance—to discompose ; to make uncom-

fortable ; to confuse ; to disconcert. P.

She interested him intensely, to say the least of it, and, man-like, he felt exceed-

ingly put out (annoyed), and even sulky, at the idea of her departure.—H. R.

Haggard.
" When Colambre has been a season or two more in London, he'll not be so easily

put out of countenance," said Lady Clonbrony.—M.\ria Edgeworth.

S','o piit out—to dislocate. P.

She put her shoulder ont.~Field, 1SS7.

To put two and two together. See Two.

To put that and that together—to reason ; to draw an inference. F.

Young as I was, I also could put that and that together.—Captain Marrvat.

To put in a word—to recommend ; to use one's influence. C.

Well, sir, if he thinks so well of Mr. Peyser for a tenant, I wish you would put in

a word for him to allow us some new gates (recommend that he should allow us

some new gates).

—

George Eliot.

To p^it in an appearance—to be present; to attend a meeting. C.

Not only did all the lady guests put in an appearance, but all the gentlemen.—

James Payn.
Half an hour afterward they sat down as usual to supper. Bessie did not put in

an appearance till it was a quarter over, and then was very silent through it.— H. R.

Haggard.

To put heads together—to consult; to plot; to arrange a plan. P.

Those two ladies now put their heads together.—C. Reade.

To put off^a) to postpone. P.

Let not the work of to-day be put off till to-morrow, for the future is uncertain.—

L'Estranoe.
All parties and entertainnirnts were, of courfe, to be put off.—Thackeray.

[h] to baffle ; to get rid of by temporizing. P.

He put them off with promises.

Hastings, who wanted money and not excuses, was not to be put off by the ordin-

ary artifices of Eastern negotiation.- Macai'i-AV.

Mrs. Wallace was not to be put off by jo.^t —Iamek Pavn.
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(c) to set out from the shore. P.

Three of them put off in a boat to visit the brig.

To put down—to suppress ; to quell ; to crush. P.

He does me the favour to inquire whether it will be agreeable to me to have Will

Fern put down.

—

Dickens.

To put on—to dress oneself with. P.

The little ones are taught to be proud of their clothes before they can put them
on.

—

Locke.

To put up a person—(a) to give him accommodation; to lodge him. P.

His old college friend Jones lived there, and offered to put him up for a week.

{h) to proclaim his marriage banns. P.

AVe are to be put up in church next Sunday, and it takes three Sundays.—C.^rxA in
M.VKRYAT.

To put up a horse—to tie it up or put it in a stable. P. The American

word is hitch— " he hitched his horse."

He rode into Newborough, and putting up his horse, strolled about the streets.

—

C. Reads.

To pnit up—to stop ; to rest. P.

I wondered at what house the Bath coach put up.

—

Dickens.

To put vj) to—to incite ; to instigate ; to teach a dodge or trick. C.

_^_ " We will practise it in the morning, my boy," said he, " and I'U put you up to a
-^ thing or two worth knowing."

—

Thack£k.\^y.

' "^A put-up affair—a concocted plot ; an affair which is not what it pre-

tends to be. F.

A suspicion of the whole affair being what the police call a put-up one, was p ss-

ing through his mind.—.James Payn.

To put up vith—to suffer; to pass over without resentment. P.

Whatever may be the case with Hungary, it must be admitted that Austria will

put up with a good deal from Russia rather than fight.

—

FortnUjJtilij Revkv-, 1SS7.

' To put upon—to deceive ; to treat unfairly or deceitfully ; to make one

do more than a fair share of work. C.

Take care never to know anything about leather, and you won't be put upon

(gulled or bullied).— Besant.
You look and talk like a lady born and bred, and I fear you wUl be put upon

(cheated).—Besant.
This is followed by a determination on the part of the forewoman to find fault,

and by a determination on the part of the work-girls not to be put upon (have too

much work given them).— Besant.

^To put to the hlu.sh—to shame ; to vanquish. P.

Flattering himself that by this stroke of magnanimity he had put the old quiz to

the blush, he stalked out of the office with the paper in his pocket.

—

Thackeray.
You could be put to the blush in many things by a school-girl of fifteen.—H. R.

Haggard.
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2^0 put to death—to execute. P.

Teuta put to death one of the Roman ambassadors.

—

Arbuthnot.

To put out of court—to make one's evidence of no value; to disqualify

one from speaking with autliority. P.

The fact that they were believed to be opposed on principle to all wars \>vA them
out of court in ptihlio estimation, nf Mr. Kinglake jns'ly observes, when they went
about to argu; agauut this particular war.

—

Justin M'CAiiiHY.

Quality.— The quality—the upper class; the gentry. Old-fashioned,

and now vulgar.

By degrees the quality gave up going, and the fair, of course, became disreputable.
—Athenceum, 1S87.

Quarter.—To give or show quarter—to act with clemency; to be merci-

ful ; to be lenient. P.

To the young, if you give any tolerable quarter, you indulge them in their idleness

and ruin them.

—

Collier.

Queen.—Queen's English—the standard English. P. The same as

King's English. See KiNc;. A Plea for the Queen's English is the

title of a book by Dean Alford.

Queen Anne is dead—that is stale news. C. A phrase used sarcastically.

The Americans say " Rats," or " That's an awful chestnut," when a

stale story is told.

Lord Brougham, it appears, isn't dead, though Queen Anne is.

—

B.arham.
" He was my grandfather's man, and served him in the wars of Queen Anne,"

interposed Mr. Warrington. On wliieli my lady cried petulantly, "O Lord, Queen
Anne's dead, I suppose, and we aren't (are not) going into mourning for her."—
Thackeray.

Queen of the May—the village girl who was chosen, as tlie fairest in the

village or district, to be queen of the revels on the first of May, kno\Mi

as May-day. P.

"I thought that you were the spirit of the place, or," he added gracefully, point-

ing to a branch of half-opened hawthorn bloom she held in her hand, " the original

Queen of the May."—H. R. Haggard.

To turn Queen's ertdence—to turn informer for the sake of a pardon. P.

See King.

I hate a convict who turns Queen's evidence.—H. Kixosley.

Queen's heads—postage stamps. F.

" I must buy some stamps; I am run out of Queen's linds."

"That is preo'sely what I want money for," said Trip testily. "I have neither

i^aper nor envelopes nor staini)s."—S. BaringGoui-D.
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Queer.—To be in Queer Street—to he in unfortunate circumstances. F.

No, sir, I make it a rule of mine tlie more it looks like (Jucer Street, the less I

ask.—R. L. Stevenson.

Question.—In question—referred to ; under discussion. P.

Hut at this moment Hawes came into the cell with the bed in question in his
arms.— C. Keade.

To call in question—to express doubts regarding; to find fault witli. P.

When religion is called in question because of the e.xtravagances of theology being
passed off as religion, one disengages and helps religion by showing their utter de-

lusiveness.—M. AllNOLU.

Ont of the question—impracticable; unworthy of discussion. P.

Intimacy between Miss Fairfax and me is out of the question.

—

Jane Austen.

A burning queftfion—a subject causing widespread interest ; a question

demanding solution. P.

The people like to be roused by red hot, scorching speeches; they want burning
questions, intolerable grievances.

—

Besant.

To beg the question. See Beg.

Qui.—On the qui rive—eager; watchful; alert. C. Qid vive is the

summons addressed by French sentinels to those who approach tliem.

Every one was on the qui vive, as Mrs. Jennynge expressed it, to sec tlie new-
comers.—James Payn.

Quid.—A quid pro quo—something given in return ; a recompense. P.

Latin.

Unfortunately, in this prosaic world, one cannot receive cheques for one thousand

pounds without, in some shape or form, giving a quid pro quo.—H. K. Haggard.

Quits.— To he quits u-ith a 2^erson—to have paid another all you owe

liim ; to have a clear account witli him. C. Used both of money
dealings and of injuries to be revenged.

My spade shall never go into the earth again till I'm quits with him (I I]avc had

my revenge).—C. Readr.

To cry quitfi—to acknoAvledge tliat one's account witli another is clear;

to cease struggling. C.

But will he get her to marry him, I wonder. If he docs, I shall cry quits witli

him indeed.—H. R. HAooAun.

Quod.— To put in quod—to imprison. S.

Po you really mean to maintain that a man can't put old Diggs in quod for snaring

a hare without all this rUborate apparatus of Roman law ?—M. Arnold.
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R.

—

The three R's—Reading, (w)riting, and (a)rithmetic. C. Thsso

subjects were formerly considered tlie necessary parts of an ordinary

education.

Fortunate indeed were the youngsters who for a brief season tasted even of the

rich delights of the three E's, as an alderman of that epoch (1850) is said to have

designated the mysteries of reading, writing, and arithmetic.

—

Edinburfjh Rerleio, 1SS7.

Rabbit.

—

Rahhit-it or od-rabbit-it—a common expression, having little

meaning. Formerly an oath with the name of God in it. S.

Rack.—On the rack—[a) in a state of torture, of pain, or of bodily or

mental discomfort. P.

A cool behaviour sets him on the rack (makes him miserable), and is interpreted

as an instance of aversion or indifference.

—

Addison.

(h) in a state of restless activity. P.

Martin's ingenuity was therefore for ever on the rack to supply himself with a

light.—T. Hughes.

To (JO to rack and ruin—to fall into utter disrepair ; to go to destruc-

tion. P.

Mrs. Barry, indeed, though her temper was ^-iolent and her ways singular, was an
invaluable person to me in my house, which would have gone to rack and ruin long

before, but for her spirit of order and management, and for her excellent economy
in the government of my numerous family.

—

Thackeray.
So we must go to rack and ruin, Kate, my dear.

—

Dickens.

To tvork by rack of eye—to be guided by the eye alone in working ; to

work without the assistance of line or rule. F.

To be or live at rack (or heck) and mancjer—to live extravagantly; to

spend money heedlessly. C.

John Lackland .... tearing out the bowels of St. Edmundsbury Convent (its larders,

namely, and cellars) in the most ruinous way by living at rack and niangor there.

—

Caklvle.

Racket.—To be on the racket—to spend one's time in frolic or dissipa-

tion. F.

He had been off on the racket, perhaps for a week at a time.

—

Daily Telegraph,

1885.

To Stand the racket^to take the consequences ; to be responsible. F.

He is as ready as myself to stand the racket of subsequent proceedings —PajVj/
Telegraph, 1882.

Rag.—Gentlemen of the order of the rag—military officers. F. The
rag refers to their red uniform.

It is the opinion wliich, I believe, most of you young gentlemen of the order of

the rag deserve.

—

Fiet.di.vo.
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Rag-tcuj and hob-tail—tlie dregs of the people ; those loungers about a

city who are always ready to flock together and make a niob. C.

Foinid also in the more correct form, ta<i-ra<i and hob-tail. See Tag.

Mr. Gladstone, in fact, is tired of being out in the cold. The [deasure of leading

the rag-tag and bob-tail jiroves but so-so, compared with the pleasure of command-
ing the House of Commons.

—

St. Andrews Citizcit, 1SS7.

Rage.—All the rai/e—extremely popular. C.

Uncle Tom, to the surprise of many that twaddle traditional jihrases in reviews

and magazines about the art of fiction, and to tlie surjirise of no man who knows
anything about tlie art of fiction, was all the rage.—C. Ueade.

NiiTK.

—

Uncle Tom's Cabin, by Mrs. H. Beecher Stowe.

Rain.—It never rains but it pours—a phrase often used when a rapid

succession of events occurs. It signifies somewliat the same as " mis-

fortunes never come singly," but has a wider application by its

reference to all kinds of events.

Nevertheless—for, in spite of the proverb, " It never rains Init it pours," good
fortune seldom befalls us mortals without alloy—there were drops of bitterness in

his full cup.

—

James Payn.

.1 rainy day—a time of trouble and difficulty. C.

Thou'lt give away all thy earnings, and never be uneasy because thou hast nothing
against a rainy day.

—

George Eliot.

Mr. Punch, in a cartoon, is represented as advising the British workman to avoid

the gin-palace, and put by for a rainy day.

—

Fortnkjhthj Review, 1SS7.

Raise.— To raise one's hack—to grow obstinate; to rebel. C.

He had raised his back more than once .sgainst orders emanating from the palace

in a manner tliat liad made the hairs on the head of the bishop's wife to stand
almost on end.—A. Trollope.

To raise the vnnd. See Wind.

Raison.—Raison d'etre—claim to exist ; right to have an existence. P.

A French phrase.

In the conviction that no real amalgamation could ever exist between the two will

be found the raisnn d'etre of the high character with which some of the men of the

tiers etat were credited.— National Kevicw, ISSG.

Rake.—To rake vp the fire—to prepare the fire to last all night, by
covering it with a large piece of coal and throwing cinders or coal-

slack on the top. P.

When she had raked up the fire for the night, she lit a candls and sat down for

half-an-hour to read before retiring to rest.

Ramp.—On the ramp—wild ; in a state of excitement. F. See Ran-tan.

It is aprojins of a re-issue of Messrs. Cassell's serial, British r,nttlcs hij Land and
Sea, that Lord Wolseley goes anew on the ramp.

—

Scottish Leader, August 5, 1800.

Rampage.—On the rampafje—drunk. S.

Ran.—On the ran-tan—excited ; roaming about furiously. S.

John had been (as he was pleased to call it) visibly " on the r in tan '"
t)ie night be-

fore.- P. L. Stevensov.
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Rank.— The rani: and file— the undistinguished mass; tlie private

sohliers of an army. P.

While the rank and file of his parliamentary opponents sought to shout or laugh

him down, he tells his sister that he was receiving the most flattering testimonies of

approval from discriminating judges.

—

Edinburgh Review, 1SS6.

In the ranks—serving as a private soldier. P.

Specimens (of gentlemen) are to be found at the plough, the loom, and the forge,

in the ranks, and before the mast, as well as in the officers' mess-room, the learned

professions, and the Upper House itself.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

To rise from the i'anl's—to be promoted to the position of a commissioned

officer after liaving served as a private soldier. P.

Bap.—To rap out—to speak violently; to utter loudly. C. Generally

used with the word " oath " as object.

He was provoked in the spirit of magistracy upon discovering a judge who rapped

out a great oath at his footman.

—

.Addison.

Frank rapped the words out sharply. Mordle looked the pictvure of surprise.

—

Hugh Conw.\y.

To rap over the knucMes—to administer a sliarp reproof ; to censure

sharply. C.

The author has grossly mistranslated a passage in the Dffensio pro populo Angli-

ciino ; and if the bishop were not dead, I would here take the liberty of rapping his

knuckles.—De Quincey.

Bara.—Rara avis—something seldom seen. P. Latin. Literally, a

" rare bird."

He had brought from India a favourite native servant, his khitmutgar, Supashad ;

a man who was indeed a rara avis among English-speaking khitmutgars, being very

intelligent, and only a moderate thief.

—

Mistletoe Boiiyh, 1S86.

Bate.—-^t any rate—in any case ; wliatever l)e the circumstances. P.

If he could once reach the cave he would at any rate get shelter and a dry place to

lie on.— H. R. Haggard.

Baw.—-4 raw recruit—an awkward or simple fellow; one who has not

yet learned his trade or profession ; one who is " green. " F.

For example, if Sir Barnet had the good fortune to get hold of a raw recruit, or a
country gentleman, and ensnared him to his hospitable villa. Sir Barnet would say
to him on the morning after his arrival, " Now, my dear sir. is there anybody you
would like to know?"—Dickens.

Beach.—i?ea^A-??!e-fZo?/-«.s^—second-hand clothes. S. So called in Lon-
don because an intending purcliaser of such clothes asks the shopman
to " reach-laim-down " them in order to try them on.

Bead.—To read a lesson—to scold or reprimand. C.

Oh, you can spL.ik to my .Aunt Molineux and she will read you a fine lesson —
C. Reaue.
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To read betwetu the lines—to see a writer's concealed meaning. P.

He has not cnouph experience of the way in which men have thouglit and spoken
to feel whit the Bible writers are about -to read between the linos, to discern where
he ouglit to rest his wliolc weight, and wlierc ho ought to pass lightly.—Matthew
.Vrxoi.u.

Ready.— Bendy money—nionoy wliicli can Ijc iniinediately made use of;

money in one's hands. P.

No ready money was required by the new beir.—Maria ELxiKwoiiTU.

Bear.—To hrinrj tij) (he rear— to come last. P.

At half-past ten, Tom IMoody, Sir Iluddlestone Fuddlestone's huntsman, was seen
trotting up the avenue, followed by the noble pack of hounds in a compact body

—

the rear being brought up by the two whips clad in stained scarlet.—Thackeray.

Beckon.— To reckon vifhonf one's host—to calculate blindly; to enter

i-ashly upon any undertaking. P.

AVe thought that now our troubles were over and our enemy's beginning ; but we
reckoned without our host (were mistaken).—il/ofmiWan'i- Mayazinc, 1SS7.

In coming down so unexpectedly to Prettywell, Sir Bate had not reckoned entirely

without his host.

—

Florence Maruyat.

To rtrl-on on or upon—to expect. P.

You reckon upon losing (expect to lose) your friends' kindness.—Sir W. Temple.

To reckon iciih—to call to punishment ; to settle accounts with. P.

His justice will have another opportunity to meet and reckon with them.

—

Til-

LOTSON.

Antony and Lepidus, too, had to be reckoned with.—J. A. Froude.

Becord.—To beat, break, or cut the record—to do a distance in less time

than it lias ever been done before. C.

The White Star steamer Tmtonic made the jjassage across the Atlantic in 5 days,

19 hours, 5 minutes—thus breaking the record.— T/ie Scotsman, AiKjust ISOO.

Speechly proceeded to cut the three miles' record nearly by twelve seconds.

—

nefcree, ISSC.

Bed,—Red-handed—in the very act of committing a crime. P. No
doulit referring to stains of blood.

" By taking the place of your servant, and so selling you into the power of my
friend Count I'eretekoff, "—and here he laughed a low, cruel laugh,

—
" I was enabled

to take those wretches red-handed, and so insure the fate they have so long richly

deserved."

—

Murray's Magazine, 1SS7.

lied tape—officialdom ; useless official formalities. P.

Unlike a minister in England who steps into an office with the red tape cut and
dried for him, Lord Wellesley had no one to advise hira.

—

Asiatic Quaitcrly RexHcu;

1SS7.

The Red Book—the peerage list. P.

And let us, my brethren, who have not our names in the Kcd Book, console our-

selves by thinking how miserable our betters may be, and that Damocles, who sits

on sit'"n cushions, and is served on gold plate, ha' an awful sword hanging over his

head.—Thackeray.
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A red-letter day—an auspicious or happy day. P.

All being holidays, I feel as if I had none, as they do in heaven, where 'tis all red-

letter days.—Charles Lamb.

Painted red—(of a village or town) given over to merriment and high

jinks. S. An American phrase.

Singapore has been in trouble. During the greater part of three days—22nd, 23rd,

and 24th of February—the town was "painted red" by Chinese rowdies, and the air

was full of bludgeons and buckshot.—Japan Mail, 18S7.

A red cent—used, like "a brass farthing," to signify the least piece of

money. F. American.

Now the colonel, in short and sliarp sentences, interrupted by a good deal of

writhing and hard swearing, said he would not leave a brass farthing—a red cent was
what he actually mentioned—to any of his relatives who had known him in England.
—Wm. Black.

A red rag to a bull—what especially provokes and irritates. P.

He (George II.) hated books, and the sight of one in a drawing-room was as a red

rag to a bull. -Temple Bar, 1SS7.

Bieductio.—A reductio ad al>nurdum—a particular case which pro\es

the absurdity of a general statement. P. Latin.

Certainly that appears to us the reductio ad absiirdum of the theory of fortuitous

variation.—Spectator, Feb. 2, 1S8S.

Reed.—A broken reed—a support which will fail you. P.

Though Mr. Crawley was now but a broken reed, and was beneath his feet, yet

Mr. Thumble acknowledged to himself that he could not hold his own with this

broken reed.—A. Tkollope.
In both eases have white men found that the negro ally was a broken reed.

—

Niiieteenth Century, Nov. 1SS7.

Reel.—Off the reel—in uninterrupted succession. F.

Refusal.—To have the refusal of anything—to be allowed to buy it

before any one else; to have the first oli'er of it. P.

What was her mortification when the dowager assured her that the identical Al-

hambra hangings had not only been shown by ]Mr. Soho to the Duchess of Torcaster,

but that her grace had had the refusal of them —Maria Edgewortii.
Mrs. Flint will never let Mrs. Steel have the refusal.

—

Halibuhton.

Reins.—To give the reinn—to allow unrestrained freedom; to release

from control. P.

But how could he thus give reins to his temper?—James Payn.

Removed.—Once or tivice removed—separated by one or two steps of

family relationship. P. A person is cousin once removed to the full

cousin of one of his parents, or to the child of one of his full cousins.

The old gentleman of our own time, whose grandsire (once or twico removed)
gathered the arrows upon Flodden Field.

—

James Pavn.
Our cousins, too, even to the fortieth remove, all remembered theii affinity.

—

Goldsmith.
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Res.—AVs anfjustai domi—limited means ; want of sufficient funds for

household comfort. P. Latin.

If it hadn't been for the res avgustxv dumi—you know what I mean, captain—

I

should have let you get along with your old dug-out, as the gentleman in the water
said to Xoah.—\V. D. How ells.

Respects.— To pay 07ie's respect'^ to any one—to make one a jjolite visit

;

to meet one with courtesy. P.

Her last pleasing duty, before she left the house, was to pay her respects to them
as they sat together after dinner.

—

Jane Atsten.
Every day Miss Swartz comes you will be here to pay your respects to her.

—

TllACKEKAY.

^7 Resurrection.—Resrwrection pie—a pie composed of the odd bits of

meat that have been cooked already. S.

^ Retching.—Retching and reamiwj—stretching out the arms and gaping,

as when one is aroused from sleep. F.

Return.—To return to our muttons—to return to the main subject of

our narrative. C. The translation of a proverb taken from the old

French farce of Pierre Patelin.

To return to our muttons—this mode of progression

At length upon Spanking Bill made some impression.

—

Barham.

Rhsnne.— Neither rhyme nor reanon—wanting in sense and every other

valua1)le quality. P. Sir Tliomas 'Slove advised an author, who had

sent him his mamiscript to read, "to put it into rhyme," which,

when he had done, Sir Thomas said, " Yes, marry, now it is some-

what, for now it is rhyme ; before it was neither rhyme nor reason."

Without rhyme or reason—inexplicably ; from no cause to be easily

understood. C.

^Vhen a person on whom one is accustomed to depend for most of that social in-

tercourse and those pleasant little amenities that members of one sex value from
another, suddenly cuts off the supply without any apparent rhyme or reason, it is

enough to induce a feeling of wonder, not to say of vexation, in the breast —H. K.
HA(i<iARD.

Ribbon.—A red ribbon or riband—the order of the Bath. P. The
knights of the Bath wear a crimson riblion with a medallion bearing

the motto, Triajnncta in nno (three joined in one).

He (Hastings) had then looked forward to a coronet, a red riband, a seat at the

Council Board, an office at Whitehall.—Macaulay.

A blue ribbon—the order of the Garter, the most distinguished of the

English orders. P. The phrase is used to signify a "distinction of

the highest kind."

In 1840 he was elected to a fellowship at Oriel, then the blue ribbon of the uni-

versity.—yl</ienfeMj», ;S'S7.
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To handle the ribbons—to hold the reins ; to drive. F.

Otherwise, I have no doubt, I should have been able to take a jlace in any hip-

podrome in the world, and to handle the ribbons (as the high, well-born lord used to

say) to perfection.

—

Thacker.4.y.

Rich —Rich as a Jew—very rich. F.

Poverty prevails among the London Jews to a much greater extent than was
imagined—sufficient, certainly, to shake considerably popular faith in the truth of

the old saying, " Rich as a Jew."

—

Spectator, 1SS7.

RichniOIld.

—

Another Riclimond in thejiehl—another unexpected adver-

sary. P. The phrase is taken from Siiakespeare's Rirhard III., act

v., scene 4. At the battle of Bosworth, King Richard replies to his

attendant Catesby, who urges him to fly, "I think there be six Rich-

monds in the field. Five have I slain to-day instead of him."

This time it was a rival suitor who made his appearance, and Brian's hot Irish

temper rose when he saw another Richmond in the field.

—

Fercus W. Hume.

Rift.—The rift in the lute—the small defect or breach which will

gradually spoil the whole. P.

Some little rift had taken place in the lute of her diplomacy.

—

James Payn.
Unfaith in aught is want of faith in all

;

It is the little rift within the lute,

That by-and-by will make the music mute,

And ever widening, slowly silence all. —Tennyson.

Rig.— To rig the market—to buy shares of a stock in which one is inter-

ested, in order to force up the price : a common practice. A stock-

broking phrase.

So you make your mine by begging—(modern miners never dig),

—

And you float a gorgeous company. The shares go spinning up

;

But you never rig the market. (What an awkward word is rig.)

And you drain success in bumpers from an overflowing cup.

—

Punch.

Right.

—

To i^ut or set to rights—to arrange ; to rectify ; to set in order ;

to cure. C.

She put her curls to rights and looked as pleased as fun.

—

Haliburton.
When I had put myself somewhat to rights at the hotel, I hired a fly and drove

to Herr Kiicher.

—

Leisure Hour, 1SS7.

Was it not well, then, that he should see a letter which put that mystery to rights ?

—R. L. Stevenson.
Old Cooper has set him to rights (caused him to recover from sickness) by this

time, you may depend on it.

—

James Payn.

By rifjhts—properly ; according to strict justice. P.

Had it not been for the pre-occupied and uncomfortable state of his mind,

Arthur should by rights have enjoyed himself very much at Madeira.—H. R.

Haggard.

A right arm—one's stanchest friend ; the principal supporter of any

one. P.

Sir Liuncelot, n y right arm, the mightiest of my knights.

—

Tennyson.
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^To send to the ri<jht-dbout—to dismiss without ceremony. F.

The next offer Eliza would not accept ; it was from a widower with children, and
she sent him to the rightabout.— Mrs. II. Wood.
nad he had the power of doing so, that brilliant young gentleman would have

been sent to the rightabout with the shortest possible delay.— iVujroi/'s iV/a</«2nie,

1SS7.

A right-hand man—a. very serviceable person ; a friend on vhom one

chiefly depends. P.

The general liked it just as well—wanted a pipe (of the wine) for the commander-
in-chief He's his royal highness's right-hand man.—Th.\ckerav.

Ilis heart (s in the right ^)/aoe—he is faithful and true-liearted. C.

My daughters are plain, disinterested girls, but their hearts are in the right place.

—Thackerav.

^iight as a trivet—safe and sound ; in a thoroughly satisfactory condi-

"tion. F.

Don't you hear me tell you that we have found out all about the cheque, and that

you're as right as a trivet?

—

A^ Trollope.

Rimmon.— To how down in the house of Bintmon—to conform to cere-

monies of which one disapproves ; to subordinate one's religious convic-

tions to political or social expediency. Rimmon was a Syrian god.

Xaaman, when he became a Jewish proselyte, asked Elisha the pro-

phet's pardon for continuing to worship witli his royal master in the

temple of Rimmon (2 Kings v. 18).

Rimmon, whose delightful seat

AVas fair Damascus, on the fertile banks

Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid streams.

—

Mh.ton, Paradise Lost, i. l,C7.

Others of the tell-tale letters show us in detail how Defoe acquitted himself of his

engagements to the Government—bowing, as he said, in the house of Rimmon.

—

MlNTO.

Ring.— To ring the changes on anything—to make use of an expression in

a variety of ways ; to repeat something in various different forms. P.

Some of our English authors of to-day have a trick of ringing the changes on a

phrase until the ear gets rather weary of it.

Ringing the changes—a method of cheating whereby a customer gets

back his own coin and keeps tlie change. S. He buys sixpence

worth of currants, tenders half-a-crown, and gets back two sliiliings

as cliange. Then he says, " Oil, liere is a sixpence ; give me back tlie

half-crown," which the shopkeeper, taken unawares, prolably does,

and the cheat makes off with two shillings.

To form a ring—to make a union of manufacturers of a certain article,

so as to keep up the price. F.

Experience has shown that the operation of these trusts, or rings, or syndicates, is

compl.?toly b-ineful.

—

Tlie Scotsman, IS'.iO.
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Riot.— To run riot—to roam wildly and without resti-aiiit ; to be lawless

in conduct. P.

The day was bright and lovely, and I found my eyes running riot the same as they
had done during my first ride on British soil.—BuRROutiHs
And as he was whirled along on the London and North- Western, how the young

soldier's thoughts ran riot in the future. — G. J. WhvtkMklville.
When we lean back with folded arms in our corner of the family pew are we

thinking of heaven's high King, and our position relatively to him? or is not rather

our fancy running riot among our pleasant sins ?—Rhoda Brouohton.

Rise.— To take or get a rise out of a periton—to amuse oneself by making
anotlier angry or excited ; to play a trick on another. F. Origin-

ally, no doubt, taken from angling, where one casts a fly to get a

fish to " rise."

On one occasion I took what we used to call a "rise" out of Calverley.— TewipJe

Bar, 1SS7.

Road.—A roycCl road—a road without difficulties. P.

There is no royal road to learning ; no short cut to the acquirement of any valuable

art. —A Trollope.

Ill the road—forming an obstruction. C. The same as " In the way."

Although as strong as a horse, he looked neither heavy nor yet adroit, only leggy,

coltish, and in the road. —R. L. Stevenson.

J7 Roast.—To cry roast meat—to be unable to keep one's good fortune to

oneself ; to proclaim one's good luck. C.

They may imagine that to trumpet forth the praises of such a person would be cry-

ing roast meat, and calling in partakers of what they intend to apply solely to their

own use.—FiELDiMi;.
The foolish beast not being able to fare well but be must cry roast meat, would

needs iiroclaira his good fortune to the world below.—C. Lamb.

To ride the roaat or roost—to be supreme. See Rule.

Rob.—To rob Peter to pay Paul—to take what rightfully belongs to

one person to pay another. P. The origin of this expression is as

follows :—In 1540 the abliey church of St. Peter's, Westminster, was
advanced to the dignity of a cathedral by letters patent ; but ten

years later it was joined to the diocese of London again, and man}- of

its estates appropriated to the repairs of St. Paul's Cathedral.

How was he to pay for it ? The horse was not his. To leave it would be to rob

Peter to pay Paul. —Leisure Hour, 1SS7.

>Robe.—Gentlemen of the long robe—judges and barristers. P.

The genteel world had been thrown into a considera' lo state of excitement by two

events, which, as the papers say, might give employment to the gentlemen of the

long robe.—Thackeray.

Rock.—Rocks ahead—a phrase signifying that some danger menaces.

P. The title of one of Mr. Greg's books is Cassandra, or Rocks

Ahead—that is, "the Prophetess of Evil, or Danger looming near."

"Take him away again, sir. Don't let him stay. Rocks ahead, sir!" Mr. Bun-
ker put up his hands in warning.— Rksant.
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On the rocks—hard up ; having no money left. S.

/ Rock-bottom pricc'i—the lowest possible price. F.

The largest stock of United States stamps of any dealer, at rock-bottom prices.

Rod.— To imt or have a rod in pickle— to have a punishment in

store. F.

The house grows silent; the guests return to their homes, and to the rods their

expectant wives have got in pickle for them.—Rhoda BRoudiiToN.

Roger.— The JoUy Roijcr—the black pirate's flag. P.

The Hispaniola still lay where she had anchored ; but, sure enough, there was the

Jolly Roger—the black flag of piracy—flying from her peak.—R. L. Stevenson.

Roi.—Roi faineant—a do-nothing king ; a sovereign only in name. P.

The later Merovingian kings of France allowed all j^ower to pass into

the hands of the mayors of the palace, and themselves became rois

faineants, or sluggard kings.

It was the old story — the young Sultan who leaves everything to his grand

vizier, and finds himself a rui faineant dethroned and imprisoned.

—

Mistletoe Bough,

Roland.— To give a Roland for an Oliver—to give tit for tat; to re-

taliate in a forcible manner. P.

He withdrew moodily to a bench, comforted, however, not a little by the thought

that he had given Mrs. Carr a Roland for an Oliver.—H. R. Haggard.
He then took a sheet of paper, and said he would soon give her a Roland for an

Oliver.—C. Reade.

Rolling.—A rollinrj stone gathers no moss—a person who is always

shifting about makes no money ; a restless wanderer remains poor.

P. A proverb of Thomas Tusser's (1523-1580). Mr. Laurence Oli-

phant described his experiences, as a traveller, in a series of articles

in Blackwood's Magazine, entitled " Moss from a Rolling Stone."

He had been a rolling stone, which, if it had gathered no moss, had rolled on it

(made no money, had used plenty of it). —James Payn.

Rome. — Rome icas not built in a day— great results cannot be ob-

tained in a short period
;
patience is required in the production of

anything valuable. P.

"Yes," said Ella, amused by this very moderate compliment to her artistic skill;

"it is the one with the coast-guard station on it; but I have not had time to put

that in yet."
" I see; Rome was not built in a day, was it ?"

—

James Pavn.

When cut Rome do as the Rotnans do or as the Pope does—an ancient

proverb recommending prudence in behaviour. We must adapt our-

selves to the prejudices and customs of others. St. Augustine found

on arrival at Rome tliat they fasted on Saturday ; he complied with

this custom, though it was strange to him.

18
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Room.—Room and to spare—plenty of accommodation ; ample room. C

To prefer aiiother's room to his compani/—to wisli another to leave you
;

to dislike his society. F.

When one is not en rapport with one's friends about any particular subject in

which for the time they are interested, it is better to leave them, for it is certain

they would rather have our room than our company.

—

James Payn.

Root.— The root of all evil—the love of money. P. So called in tlie

New Testament (1 Tim. v. 23).

The root of the matter—sound religious principle ; deep-seated religious

faith. P. A plirase much used by tlie Puritans, and borrowed from

the Old Testament :
" Seeing the root of the matter is found in me "

(Job xix. 28).

Thou dost not believe but what the Dissenters and the Methodists have got the

root of the matter as well as tha Church folks.

—

George Eliot.

Rope,—Give a r-ogue rope enour/h and he icill hang himself—a wicked
man is sure to bring about his own destruction. C.

He is a bad man, and a dangerous man, but let him be. He is taking plenty of

rope, and he will hang himself one of these days.—H. R. Haggakd.

With a rope round one\s nech—in imminent danger of a violent death. P.

This (hanging) was the usual fate which followed failure in this country (Central
America); and those who fought in it knew they were doing so with a rope round
their necks—which doubtless improved their fighting qualities.—£iacii'.'ood's Maya-
zine, 1886.

A rope of sand—something which has an appearance of strength, but is

in reality useless. P.

Where he (Love) sets his foot, the rocks bloom witli flowers, or the garden becomes
a wilderness according to his good-will and pleasure, and at his whisper all other
allegiances melt away like ropes of sand.—H. R. Haggard.

Rose.— Under the rose—privately; secretly; in confidence. P.

The Alsatians and we have some common enemies, and we have, under the rose,

some common friends.

—

Scott.

Meadows went to the Black Horse, the village public-house, to see what farmers
wanted to borrow a little money, under the rose.—C. Eeade.
John, saying notliing, continued to disobey the order, under the rose.—R. L.

Stevenson.

A bed of roses—a luxurious jolace ; a vei-y comfortal)le situation. P.

That James Ailsa, sensitive and shrinking, did not repose just then upon a bed of

roses, may be easily understood.—Mrs. Henry Wood.
Life could not have been a bed of roses for any of tliem.—Mrs. Henry Wood.

Rot.—JRot or all ro<—humbug ; nonsense. S. A favourite schoolboy

phrase in England.

By this time Mouti had got the horses up, and asked if he was to inspan.
" No ; wait a bit," said John. " Very likely it is all rot " (my fears are unfounded),

he added to himself.— H. K. Haggard.
Let's stick to him, and no more rot (nonsense), ami drink his lioalth as tlie head of

the house.—T. Hughes.
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Bouge.—Rouge et noir—a well-kno\vn game of cards. French. Liter-

ally, " red and black."

Those who are interested in tlie mysteries of rovge ci 7!0ir. —Beaconsfield.

Rough.— To rough if—to endure liardships ; to do witliout comforts or

luxuries. P.

Take care of Fanny, mother ; she is tender, and not used to rough it like the rest

of us.—Jane .\ustev.

The luxurious style which men who have served long in the army, and often been

obliged to rough it, know so well how to enjoy.— G. J. Wh\te-Melville.

Rough on—hard lines for ; a hardship to ; unfortunate for. C.

There was a universal feeling, he assured his ward, of sympathy for him. Every-

body felt that it was rough on such a man as himself to find that he was not of illus-

trious descent.

—

Besant.

A rough customer—an unpleasant individual ; one whose manners are

coarse. F.

A rough diamond—a person with an unattractive exterior, who possesses

good qualities of mind and lieart. C.

As for Warrington, that rough diamond had not had the polish of a dancing-master,

and he did not know how to waltz.

—

Thackekav.

The rough side of the tongue—rebuke ; abuse. P.

Johnson, after the manner of critical bears, often licked with the rough side of

his tongue.

Bound.—A round —nothing. F.

Alfred told her the round O, which had yielded to " the duck's egg," and was be-

coming obsolete, meant the cipher set by the scorer against a player's name who is

out without making a run (at cricket).—C. Reade.

'To go the roiind—to circulate; to be carried to the different members

of a society. P.

In spite of the stories which have lately gone the round of the European press as

to Russian mobilization on the frontier of Roumania, it is probable that Russia will

no longer pursue the policy of tearing off bits of Turkey.

—

Fortnightly Review, 1SS7.

In round numbers—mentioning an approximate sum M'hich has no small

figures or fractions. P.

The cost, in round numbers, will be £3,200.

^ A round robin—a document, signed by a number of individuals, which

has the names radiating from the centre, so that no name heads the

list. P.

Their names were reduced to writing, to be respectfully submitted to Johnson.

But such was the awe entertained of his frown, that every one shrank from putting

his name first to the instrument; whereupon their names were written about in a

circle, making what mutinous sailors call " a round robin."

—

AVashjngton Irvino.
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To round on a person—to prove unfaithful to him ; to behave treacher-

ously to him. F.

"Jeremiah, if that venomous wretch Phoebe Farebrother had married you, would

you be in danger now?"
" No; there would be nothing to trouble me, if she hadn't rounded on me. '- B. L.

Fart EON.

Row.—A roio of pins—used to signify what is of small value or im-

portance. F.

" True," would be my mournful reply ;
" but he doesn't amount to a row of pins"

(is a very insignificant person).

—

Robert Grant^ quoted in Edinburgh Revieiu,

1882.

Row.—A roiv royal—a grand fight ; a quarrel in -wliich much noise is

made. F. This "row" rhymes with "now," and is probably an

abridgement of " rout."

And the end is general exasperation, with fines, notices of leave, warnings, cheeki-

ness, retorts, and every element of a row royal.

—

Besant.

-Rub.—To rub dovm—to groom a horse. P.

When his fellow-beasts are weary grown,

He'll play the groom, give oats, and rub 'em down.—Drvde.v.
" I could milk a cow and groom a horse with anybody."

"Ah!" said Nicholas gravely; "I'm afraid they don't keep many animals of

either kind on board ship, Smike ; and even when tliey have horses, that they are not

very particular about rubbing them down."—Dickens.

^ To rub up—to renew ; to refresh ; to brighten. C.

You will find me not to have rubbed up the memory of what some in the city

heretofore did.—Swfft
1 shall be glad of the opportunity of rubbing up my classics a bit ; I have been

neglecting them lately.—H. R Haoijard.

There^s the rub—that is the point which causes me troul)le. P. A quo-

tation from Shakespeare—Hamlet's soliloquy.

" How does your account with him stand ?"

" My account ! ah, there's the rub."—Edmund Yates.

Rubicon.—To cross or pass the Rubicon—to take a decisive step ; to

venture on a great and dangerous undertaking. P. The Rubicon is

a small river which separated republican Italy from Cisalpine Gaul.

Cffisar, whose military command was limited to ihe latter province,

arrived at this river, and after some hesitation crossed it. By doing

so he broke the law, and became an invader of his country.

Compelled to choose between two alternatives, he laid the matter before hi.s wife,

and awaited the verdict from her lips. It came without he.sitation. "It is your

duty ; the consequences we must leave (io forward, and to victory."

The die was thus cast, the Rubicon crossed.—Qwarterii/ Itevifw, 1S87.

Ruddock.—^C(Z 7^uddoch'^—gold coin. S.
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Rule.— To rule the rooat or roast—to manage ; to govern ; to have the

chief say in everything. C. Probably the rood (meaning an assembly

of fowls) is tlie original phrase.

The ncw-iiiade duke that rules the roast.—Shakem'eaue.
Ahiia, slap-dash, is all again,

In every sinew, nerve, and vein
;

Runs here and there, like Handet's ghost,

While everywhere she rules the roast.—PuiOK.

Mrs Nash was ruling the roast at Caromel's farm, being unquestionably both mis-

tress and master.

—

Mrs. Henry Wood.
He was biding his time, and patiently looking forward to the days when he himself

would sit authoritative at some boai"d, and talk and direct, and rule the roast, while

lesser stars sat round and obeyed, as he had so well accustomed himself to do. —A.
TUOI.LOI'E.

He cruised around in the rivers and inlets and sounds of North Carolina for a

while, ruling the roost.

—

Harper's Monthly, 1SS7.

EiUm.

—

A rum start—a strange condition of affairs. S.

"Come," said Silver, struggling with his ashen lips to get the word out, "this

won't do. Stand by to go about. This is a rum start."—E. L. Stevenson.

A rum customer—a person difficult to deal with. S.

If they (the Dutchmen) could only keep their hands out of their breeches pockets,

they would be rummer customers than they are now.—C.\ptain Mauevat.

Run.— To run to seed. See Seed.

To run riot—to roam wildly. See Riot.

To be run out of anything—to have no more in stock or in one's posses-

sion. F.

I must buy some stamps; I ani run out of Queen's heads. —S. Baring-Gould.

To run short—to be insufficient. P.

However, the house was finished at length and furnished—furnished quietly and
scantily, because the money ran short.

—

Chatnberss Journal, 1S87.

Several days runniiuj—several days in succession. C.

Fine ladies would never consent to be asked for three Sundays running in the

parish church.—Tkevelyan.

In the long-run. See Long.

To run amuck or amok—to rush ahead violently ; to go at a headlong

pace. P. A Malay phrase. Generally associated with violent and

angry collisions.

Heady to run amuck with any one who crossed hini.

—

Disraeli.
In their alarm they were ready to run amuck of everything. — Manchester

Guardian, 1S80.

Satire's my weapon, but I'm too discreet

To run amuck, and tilt at all I meet.—Pope.
But what do you mean by b^'ing rich? Is it to run amuck and then fail?—

Besant
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To run to earth—to secure the capture of ; to hunt down. C.

It looks extremely ugly, to say the least of it, that all the men who helped to run
to earth the various members of the Ruthven family were richly rewarded.—
Spectator, Jan. 7, ISSS.

The run of one's teeth—as much as one can eat. F.

It was an understood thing that he was to have the run of his teeth at Hazelhurst,
and that his muse was to supply all other wants.—Miss Bkaddon.

The run of inople ; the r.ommoa run—ordinary folks ; the average of

people. C.

Perhaps I am scarcely an example of what is popularly called the common run of

visitors at the " Ultramarine."

—

James Payn.

The ordinary or comtnon run—what is customary or usual. P.

I saw at once that these repasts are very superior to the common run of entertain

ments.—Thackeray.
They had pretensions above the ordinary run.—W. Irving.

To be run after—to be popular and admired. C.

" She gives herself wonderful airs, it seems," said Bassett, rather bitterly.

Marsh fired up. " So would any woman that was as beautiful, and as witty, and
as much run after as she is."—C. Reade.
She had been rather fond of society, and much admired and run after before her

marriage.— T. Huohes.

7'o 7-un clown— (a) (of a vessel or any body in motion) to sink or ovei'-

turn it by collision. P.

As he trotted on, he would call out to fast postmen ahead of him to get out of the

way, devoutly believing that in the natural course of things he must inevitably over-

take and run them down.

—

Dickens.

\

\

(h) to speak against ; to criticise unfavourably. C.

"How could you, could you deceive me so?" cried Ella pitifully. "Suppose I

hadn't liked the poems ?

"

" Well, then, I should never have told you about them. But didn't you guess the

truth when Felspar used to run them down, and protest that they were not half good
enough for the illustrations ?"—James Payn.

\^
-=»-— (c) to discover ; to hunt after and find. F.

"Now, look here," said the captain; "you've run me down; here I am. Well,

then, speak up: what is it?"—R. L. Stevenson.

(d) to stop through want of Avinding (of a watch). P.

The mechanism of the miller's life stopped, but that of the watch went on, for Joe
wound it up that same evening, and it had not since been allowed to run down.—S.

Baring-Gould.

Jiun down—in a low state of health. C.

This evening, especially, he was much run down, and the unexpected cliop brought

a sense of physical comfort which he had not known for a great while.

—

Besant.

To run in—to lock up. C.

-.^ Fifty inebiiates were run in for the night.
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Bun OH—a phrase used in jjiinting, to signify that a paragraph is to be

continued without a break.

A ran upon a bank—a sudden rush of depositors and holders of notes

anxious to obtain theii" niouej'. P.

Jessop's bank has such a number of small depositors, and issues so many small

notes. He cannot cash above half of them without notice. If there comes a run, he
must have to stop payment this very day.—Miss Mulock.

/^ To run for it—to make off ; to hurry away. F. For it does not refer

to any object, but is a mere extra phrase.

But just then— crack! crack! crack! — three musket-shots flashed out of the

thicket. Merry tumbled head-foremost into the excavation ; the man with the

bandage spun round like a teetotum, and fell all his length upon his side, where lie lay

dead, but still twitching ; and the other three turned and ran for it with all their

might—K. L. Stevensos.

..To run up a score—to buy articles on credit. F.

Kun up a score with that Jellico ! No ; she'd not be such an idiot as that.—Mrs.
H. Wood.

To run on anythiwj— (of the mind) to be occupied with thoughts of

it. P.

In England everybody's head runs on dukes.

—

James Payn.

To run a ria : to run one's rirjs—to play a trick ; to be riotous. F.

AVhile I live you shall be kept straight and like a lady ; and when I'm gone I

shan't be none (any) the wiser if you go wrong and run your rigs as you have done.—
Mks. E. Lyxn Linton.

/^

To run over—(a) to overflow. P.

He fills his famished maw, his mouth runs o'er

With unchewed morsels, while he churns the gore.

—

Duvden.

(b) to read or consider in a hasty manner. P.

If we run over the other nations of Europe, we shall only pass through so many
different scenes of poverty.

—

Addison.

To run out—(a) to come to an end. P.

When a lease had run out, he stipulated with his tenant to resign up twenty acres

without lessening his rent.—Swift.

(6) to digress ; to extend ; to expand. P.

Nor is it sufficient to run out into beautiful digressions.—Addison.

To run up—(of a building) to erect s^Deedily ; to build in a short

time. C.

This whole street was run up in three months' time.

Rush.—i^^o/ worth a rush—of no value. P.

John Bull's friendship is not worth a rush.

—

Arbuthnot.
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Sack.— To get the sack—to be dismissed from employment. F. A
phrase common in French, where ^ac (sack) means linapsack. It has,

therefore, reference to the " marching off" of a soldier.

I say, I wonder what old Fogg 'ud (would) say, if he knew it. I should get the

sack, I s'pose (suppose), eh?

—

Hugh Conway.
"And what is it to him ?" retorted Evans, with rude triumph ;

" he is no longer

an officer of this jail ; he has got the sack and orders to quit the prison."—C. Eeade.

Sackcloth.—In sackcloth and ashes—in grief and repentance. P. Tills

is a Scriptural expression, and comes from the habit of Eastern

nations on occasions of sorrow and remorse.

A deplorable error and misfortune, for which humanity should mourn in sackcloth

and ashes.—.T. S. Mill.
She felt that she might yet recover her lost ground, that she might yet hurl Mr.

fglope down to the dust from which she had picked him, and force her sinning lord

to sue for pardon in sackcloth and ashes.—A. Tkollope.

Sad.—A sad dog—a merry fellow ; a gay man ; a man given to jok-

Vig. F,

I am afraid, ma'am, your son is a sad dog.

Safe.—Safe bind, safe Jind—what is packed up securely will be easily

got again. C.

Safe bind, safe find—you know the proverb.

—

Wilkie Collins.

^ail.—To sail close to the wind—to go very near to impropriety or

danger. C. Said of a ship when nearly rumiing into the wind".

He had always been so especially hard on a certain kind of young English gentle-

man, who has sailed too close to the wind at home, and who comes to the colony to

be whitewashed.—H. Kingsley.

To make sail—(a) to start (of a sailing vessel). P.

The captain gave orders for unmooring ship, and we made sail, dropping down
slowly with the wind and tide.—E. H. Dana, jus.

[h) to start ; to go off. F.

The signal to make sail for the drawing-room was given, and they all arose and
departed.—Thackeray.

To stnke sail—[a) to loM'er the sails. P.

——(5) to be more humljle ; to lessen one's pretensions. P.

Margaret
Must strike her sail, and learn awhile to serve

While kings command.—Shakespeare.

~ Sail of the line—warships. P.

Before he left Egypt he (Nelson) burnt tlirce of the prizes. They could not have
been fitted for a passage to Gibraltar in loss than a montli, and that at a great ex-

pense, and with the loss of the service of at least two sail of the line.—South ey.
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To set sail. See Set.

'Sake.—For sake'fi sake—for oltl times ; because of previous ac(|uainlance.

F. Equal to the .Scotch " For auUl langsyue.

"

I've a-been (I have been) long minded to do't for sake's sake. — T. Huoiiks.

Yet for old sake's sake she is still, dears,

The prettiest doll in the world.—C. Kinusley.

Salt.—Above the xalt—in a position of honour. P. Tlie salt-cellar in

tlie dining-hall of former times was placed lialfway down the table,

and marked the division between the equals of the master in lank and

Ills inferiors.

Btloiv the salt—in an inferior position. P.

His lordship's business, however, lies chiefly with those, so to speak, below the

salt.—G. J. Whvte-Melville.

To eat a man's salt—to partake of his liospitality ; to be his guest. C.

This, among the Aralis especially, constituted a sacred bond between

host and guest. It is considered unseemly for a person to eat a man's

salt and then to speak ill of him.

One does not eat a man's salt, as it were, at these dinners. There is nothing sacred

in this kind of London hospitality.—Thackeray.

To salt a jniiie—to sprinkle some precious ore about it, so that it may
appear rich and prodiictiv-e. C. A common trick.

If it hadn't been for the Dutchman's story they would never liave known the mine
was salted at all.

—

St. Louis Democrat, April 17, 1S8H.

To throv: salt on the tail—a ludicrous phrase, applied to the attempted

capture of something difficult to catch. Children are told they may
catch birds if they succeed in throwing salt upon their tails, as in the

nursery rhyme,

—

Simple Simon went a hunting
For to catch a quail

;

He got a pennyworth of salt

To throw upon its tail.

His intelligence is so good, that were you coming near him with soldiers or con-

stables or the like, I shall answer for it you will uever lay salt ou his tail.

—

Scott.

Plenty of subjects going about for them that know how to tlirow salt upon their

tails. That's what's wanted.—DrcKEXs.

The salt of the earth—the wholesome portion of a community ; that por-

tion of a community which has a good influence upon the rest. P.

The expression is taken from Matthew v. l.S :
" Ye are tlie salt of the

earth.

"

AV'e require to call up before us the dissenting community of the period, with its

strong underlying sense, not only that it was the salt of the earth, but that its

bounden duty was to prove itself so.— Mrs. Oliphant.

Rather too salt—said of an excessive liotel bill or overcliarge of any
kind. S.
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To spill -salt. This is considered unlucky. It is also considered un-

lucky to help another to salt at table :

'

' Help to salt, help to

sorrow.

"

Some of these eggs were for breakfast, and I ate them with a good appetite ; but in

helping myself to salt I spilled it, on which she started up with a scream —
Thackekay.

Worth one's salt—of value ; serviceable. C.

He loved to eai-n his money. He delighted to believe—Toby was very j"oor, and
couldn't well afford to part with a delight— that he was worth his salt.-Dickens.
Every man who is worth his salt ha-s his enemies.—T. Hughes.

True to one's salt—faithful to one's employer. P.

Faithful as they were to their salt, they had never so much as dreamed that the

master whom they had served so loyally could betray them.—J. A. Fkouue.

With a grain of salt. See Grain.

Sam.— To stand Sam—to entertain friends ; to pay for refreshments.

S. Sam is a contraction for " Uncle Sam," a jocular name for the

U.S. Government. The phrase, therefore, originally means to pay all

expenses, as the Government does.

Samaritan.—A good Samaritan—one who behaves in a kind and com-

passionate manner to those who have no claims uj^jon him. P. .See

the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke x. 29).

I took leave of the good Samaritan, who appointed two of ray niggers to see me
out of the wood.—C. Reade.

It is seldom that debtors or good Samaritans waylay people under gas-lamps in

order to force money upon them, so far as I have seen or heard.—J. R. LowEtL.

Same.—All the same— [a) no difference. P.

' It must be late in the afternoon, then," said the lawyer rather crossly.
" All the same to me," acquiesced the Pater.—Mrs. H. Wood.

[h) nevertheless. C.

He may be a reformed character. All the same, I cannot employ him.

Sanctum.—Sanctum sanrAorum—a private retreat ; the room in a liousc

set apart for one's private use. C. Latin.

" If I might be allowed to propose," said Lazarus, " I would suggest your follow-

ing me into my sanctum sanctorum."—S Baring Gould.

Sand.— The sand has run out—the appointed term has come to an end.

P. Sand is here the sand in the hour-glass, by whicli time Mas

formerly measured.
" Hush, my child—never talk of dying. Please God, you have many years of life

before you."

She shook her golden head a little sadly. " No, doctor, my sand has run out; and

perhaps it is as well."— H. R. Haooard.

A rope of sand. See Rope.
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Sang.—Sanrf froid—cold blood ; culinness in the i)rescnce of excitement

or of danger. P. French.

Then Ilobinson, who had never lost his presence of mind, and Iiad now recovered

Iiis saiig J'roid, made all four captives sit round together on the ground in one little

lot.—C. Keade.

Sans.—Sansfaron—without observing strict etiquette. P. French.

" Will you both come and din 5 witli me to-night, sans facon ; there will be nobody
except Agatha and Mr. Heigham?" asked Mrs. Carr.—H. K. IIauoard.

Satan.—Satan reproving sin. This phrase is used when the person who
finds fault with another is eqiially guilty of the bad habit. F.

Satin.—A yard of saAin—a glass of gin. London slang.

Sauce.— What is sauce for the ijoose is sauce for the gander—like things

demand like treatment. C.

Now, what's sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander : if you put a pressure on
one class to make it train itself properly, you must put a pressure on others to the

same end.—M. Arnold.

Sauve.—Sauve qui pent. This plirase is used when, in a tune of danger,

every one looks out for his own safety. P. French.

If Swift had not been committed to the statesmen of the losing side, what a fine

satirical picture we might have had of that general sauve qui pent (scramble out of

danger) amongst the Tory party.

—

Thackekay.

Savoir.—Savoir vivre—knowledge of polite life. P. French.

Miss Nugent had always seen him in large companies, where he was admired for

his savoir vivre and entertaining anecdotes.

—

Maria Edoeworth.

Savour.— To savour of the j^an—to betray its origin. F.

To savour of the frying-pan—to show signs of heresy. P.

Bishop Nix of Norwich used to call the persons whom he suspected of heretical

opinions, "men savouring of the frying-pan."

—

Southey.

Say.— To say one's say—to say all one has to say ; to tell one's own
story in one's own way. C.

Ladies and gentlemen, the workman has said his say, and I hope the company
have been amused.—C. Reade.

Scarce.—To make oneself scarce—to retire ; to withdraw ; to go off. F.

As soon as ever they understood the object of their feared and respected com-

mandant, a general desire manifested itself to make themselves respectively and col-

lectively scarce.--II. R. Haooard.
When a lady tells you decidedly she can't sto]) to talk to you, and when she ap-

pears up to her eyes in cleaning house or sometliing of that sort, the next tiling to

do is to make yourself scarce.—GKoRciE Eliot.

Scarlet.— The Scarlet IVomau—the Church of Rome. P. A term

borrowed from the Bible (Rev. xvii. 4).

The latter old lady (Rome) may be the Scarlet Woman, or the beast with ten horns,

if you will.—J. R. Lowell
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Opinion ! it's what the believers in the Scarlet Woman call inveterate contumacy
;

they used to burn people for it.

—

James Payn.

Scarlet fever—feminine preference for military men. F. The British

military colour is red.

Schoolmaster.

—

The schoolmaster is abroad—good education is spread-

ing everywhere. P. Often, but wi'ongly, used in the opposite sense

—to imply that the schoolmaster is absent, and is much needed.

Let the soldier be abroad if he will, he can do nothing in this age. There is an-

other personage—a personage less imposing in the eyes of some, perhaps insignificant.

The schoolmaster is abroad, and I trust to him, armed with his primer, against the

soldier in full military array.

—

Lord Bkouuham.

Scissors.—Scissors and paste—the implements of a newspaper sub-editor,

who cuts out extracts from other journals for his own. C.

They saw in the applicant for the editorship merely an inferior, whose duty had
probably lain in the scissors and paste department.

—

Besant.

'Score.—To go off at score—(a) to lose control of oneself; to speak in a

rambling way. F.

The conversation soon becoming general, lest the black-eyed should go off at score

and turn sarcastic, that young lady related to Jemima a summary of everything she

knew concerning Mr. Dombey—his prospects, family, pursuits, and character.

—

Dickens
Reuben would answer, going off at score in his old way.—H. Kingsley.

{h) to proceed without any hesitancy or break. C.

In every year of a boy's school-life he learned to read two or three little books, and
he usually had these so well by heart that he could go off at score if you started him
on any given page.

—

Nineteenth Century, July ISSS.

Scot.—Scot free—quite uninjured. P.

1 could not name a single woman of my acquaintance of whom I have not heard

some story or other. Even dear, good, old Hester doesn't come off scot free.—

Florence Marryat.

Scot and lot—payment exacted by the parish. P.

The right of voting at Westminster was in the householders paying scot and lot.

—

Macaulay.

Scotch.—Scotch fiddle—the itch. S.

A Scotch marriage—an irregular marriage. P. Tlie Scotch marriage

law required very few formalities. The village of Gretna Green, ou

the Border, was famous for such marriages.

A good many years ago, when I was very young, and a most consummate fool, I

got myself entrapped into a Scotch marriage.—Miss Bu.^udon.

A Scotch mist—a drizzling rain. C.

" Drip, drip, drip 1 " cried Celin, pettishly ;
" one of these odious Scotch mists, that

is as likely to last for a week as for an liour."—Miss Braudon.

4J%U of all scotch—excessively. F.
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"/ did not scotch my mind—1 spoke plainly. F.

Scotla,ndi.—Scotland Yard—the London police head-quarters. C.

He'll bleed you to your last sixpence, and, as likely as not, when you're cleaned out

he'll write to Scotland Yard.-D. Christie Mukray.
, , , „ , t .t,o

AVho set Scotland Yard on my heels? Who put you up to the fact that I am the

man who caUed himself Chicot ?-Miss BnADUoK.

Scrape— ^0 ^'•'ape acqnahtanre with amj one—to insinuate oneself into

terms' of familiarity ; to make friends in a chance way. C.

Scratch —To hrinq one to the srra^rh-to cause one to come to a deci-

sion. "C. The scratch is the line in a prize-ring up to which the

boxers are led.

I'm the feUow to bring old Bryce up to the scratch.-GEOROE Eliot.

To come to the scrafch-to declare oneself ; to come to a decision
;
to act

decisively. C.

Indeed had it not been for a little incident about to be detailed, it is doubtful if

Mr. Bellamy would have ever come to the scratch at all.--H. 11. HA<.<iABD

Finally, to my patron's great content, I consented to come up to the scratch and

Monday night I had the hardihood to present myself in the mus.c-room of the

Adelphi.—C. Keaue.

A scratch runner-one who, in a handicap race, starts from the line, or

starting-post, and gets no advantage.

Old Scratch—the devil. F.

" Sam," says she,
" what on earth ails you, to make you act so like Old Scratch in

vnur sleen''"

—

Haliburton. ^^ „..

'^T'd as soon intrust my affairs to Old Scratch as to him.-MRS. H. Wood.

A scratch team or pacA'-a number of individuals brought together acci-

dentally or hastily. P.

It seems now to be generally understood that ^'""^t^ntinople itself is not to be de-

fended by this country, unless Hungarian feeling should make Austria fight, and

SL a scratch pack'of other allies can also be obtained.-Fo,-(,M,/./;, Revuw,

1SS7.

Screw —A screw /oo.se-something wrong ; a disturbing element. C.

Said 'when two friends have a difference, or when something wrong or

unpleasant happens in one's affairs.

"Jefferson forgot to insert one little word," said I; "he should have said, Ml

'''"
Well," slid he, "I must admit there is a screw loose somewhere."-HALi.

"''orlandlady turned pale;-no doubt she thought there was a screw loose in my

intellect.—O. W. Holmes.

An old screw—a miserly fellow. F.

This genthn.an and the guard knew Sir Pitt very well, and laughed at hini a great

deal. They both agreed in calling him an old screw, which n.eans a very stmgy,

avaricious person.—Thackkka v.
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^ __
To draii- one's screw—to draw one's salary. S.

He's a reporter on the Netvs, and draws a handsome screw.

—

Besaxt.

A
To screw one's courage to the sticl-iiKj-pIace—to resolve to act decisively ;

to siinunon up boldness to strike. P. A qiiotation from Shakespeare

(Macbeth, act i. scene vii. line 60) :
" But screw your courage to the

sticking-place, and we'll not fail."

He either did not fear him, or had screwed his courage to the sticking-place.—

James Payn.

To put on the screw—to limit one's credit ; to be less bold and ventiire-

some in business undertakings. C.

To put under the screw—to coerce or compel. C.

To put the screw on—to bring pressure to bear on ; to apply force

to. C.

He knew where he could put the screw on George.—Thackeray.

' ffer/uIarJ;/ screwed—drunk. S.

gga,_—At sea—in a state of perplexity ; unable to give any explanation

or solution. P.

It was disgusting that these two young people—for his niece looked as much at sea

(perplexed) as his son—should be so wrapped up in one another and their common-
place affairs, as to have forgotten " Vortigern ard Rowena" already.

—

James Payx.

I could not have been more at sea had I seen a Chinese lady from Pekin.

—

Mks.

H. Wood,

Half seas over—the worse for liquor. S.

To get one's sea-legs on—to be able to walk steadily on shipboard. F.

Give him a little time to get the use of his wits in emergencies, and to know the little

arts that do so much for a patient's comfort—just as you give a young sailor time to

get his sea-legs on and teach his stomach to behave itself—and he will do well

enough.—O. AV. Holmes.

Beyond sea^i—on the other side of the ocean. P.

The husband or lover may have been out of the way—beyond seas, perhaps—

a

sailor, very likely.—Miss Braddon.

Sea-horses—the white breakers on the sea-coast.

Alice's eyes are fixed on the white sea-horses.

—

Austen Pember.

The son of a sea-cook—a contemptuous term in use among seamen. S.

If he got any more cheek from him, or any other post and rail son of a sea-cook.—
H. KlNOSLEY.

Sear.—The sear and yellow leaf^old age. P.

My way of life

Is fallen into tlie sear, the yellow leaf.—SHAKEsrEAUE.
The baby in whose honour they had all met is a matron in the sear and yellow

leaf.—Thomas Haruv.
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Season.—In season and out of season—at suitable times and at unsuit-

able times. P.

He made many enemies by these tilings, uttered in season and out of season.

-

Macmillan'i Magazine, 1SS7.

Second.— To come of second hcxt—to be defeated. C.

The Koh-i-noor, as we named the gentleman with tlie diamond, left us, however,
soon after that " little mill," as the young fellow John called it, where he came off

second best.—O. W. Holmes.

See.— To see double—to be drunk. C.

To have seen better days—to have been in a higher social position ; to

have been in a better condition. P. Used both of persona and

things.

He's an Englishman, and, I guess, has seen better days.

—

Haliburton.

To see to anythimj—to attend to it ; to take care of it. P.

He's above thinking of farming tools ; he sees to the bran-new gig.—Haliburton.
She (Lady Palmerston) saw to everything.

—

Public Opinion, 1SS6.

To see off—to accompany to the place of departure ; to witness the de-

parture of. P.

Before he could say any more, in came Bessie herself, saying that the driver was
waiting, and they went out to see her sister off.—H. R. Haggard.

To see ivell and good—to think fit ; to be willing ; to consent. C.

An' if your reverence sees well and good, I'll send my boy to tell 'em as soon as I

get home.

—

George Eliot.

To see a person at York frst—an expression of extreme unwillingness,

used where one is unwilling to do a service or grant a favour. F.

If a girl like Miss Jennynge had done it—though, as a matter of fact, she would
have seen him at York first (was most unwilling to do such a thing)—it would have
been civil, and that's all.

—

James Payn.

Seed.—To run to seed—(a) to grow rank ; to become weak by excess of

growth. P.

I am inclined to think that there is such a thing as architecture run to seed.—

Nineteenth Centunj, ISSO.

There is no use denying the fact that in the popular imagination the Byzantine

Empire appears as a political monstrosity.. ..a world, in short, which consisted in

civilization run to seed.

—

Scottish lieview, ISSG.

Painters had been in the Bank House, which had been running to seed and calling

in the most crying manner to be done up.

—

Sarah Tytler.
Mr. Monks is aware that I am not a young man, my dear, and also that I am a

little run to seed.—Dickens.

(6) to become seedy, or worn out.

Seek.—To seek—lacking; deficient. P.

The Ocrmans in Greek

Are sadly to seek —PonsoN.
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He did very well understand that the adhesion of two such pretty and well-dressed

girls to the cause, which is at present sadly to seek in the matter of young ladies,

would greatly stimulate waverers and bring enthusiasm into the ranks.

—

Besant.

Sell.—To sell another man—to deceive him. S.

Did I ever tell you how the young vagabond sold nie last half?—T. Hughes.

To sell a man up—to force him to become a Ijankrupt ; to comjael him to

have his property brought to auction. P.

Then he would send in his bills, sue her, sell her up, and drive her out of the place

stripped to the last farthing.

—

Besant.

To sell out—(a) to leave the army. P. This phrase was used when
commissions in the army were bouglit and sold, a system abolished by
Mr. Gladstone's government in 1869.

It was in this period that he quitted the Guards, and sold out of the army.

—

Thackeray.

(&) to get rid of investments ; to take ready money in place of in-

vestments. P.

Still a great loss would be incurred by selling out of them at a period of depres-

sion.—C. Reade.

To sell of—to part with the whole of anything. P.

George heard of a farmer who was selling off his sheep about fifty miles off near

the coast.—C. Reade.

Send.—To send to Coventry— to exclude from companionship. F.

" Sent to Coventry " signifies in disgrace or disfavour with one's asso-

ciates. Most used by schoolboys, who inflict the punishment fre-

quently on their fellows. See Boycott.

In fact that solemn assembly, a levy of the school, had bepn held, at which the

captain of the school had got up, and given out that any boy, in whatever form,

who should thenceforth appeal to a master, without having first gone to some pre-

positor and laid the case before him, should be thrashed publicly, and sent to

Coventry.—T. Hughes.

To send one ahout one's hnsiness—to dismiss peremptorily. P.

Upon this I was, naturally, mollified, and sent him about his business, hoping to

have seen the last of him at Ilighmore.—C. Reade.

Seniores.—Seniores priores—elders first ; let the older people take pre-

cedence. C. Latin.

We say at school, Seniores priores (let favour go by seniority).—C. Re.\de.

Sere.—See Se.\r.

Serve.—To serve a person out—to retaliate ui)on liiiii for real or fancied

wrongs ; to wreak revenge on him. C.

"Little brute," cried Ilawes viciou.sly ;
" I'll work liim ; I'll serve him out"— C.

Reade.
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To serve a man right—^to be a right treatment for him ; to punish hini

deservedly. C.

He knocked him clean off his Icjjs on to the deck, where he lay stunned and bleed-

ing. "Serve him right," cried Charlie from the hatchway.— G. J. AVhvteMelville.

To serve one's turn—to be useful on occasion ; to assist or prove service-

able when needed. P.

His connection with the press serves our turn, Harry, doesn't it?—Edmund
Yates.

To serve one a had (urn—to do him an injury. C.

You mean well, I have no doubt ; but you never in your life served me a worse

turn than when you prevented me from hitting that man.—W. E. Nqkuis.

Set.—^ set down—a chance ride m a passmg vehicle. F.

Part of the journey I performed on foot; but wherever I could I got a set duwn,

because I was impatient to get near tlie Land's End.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

7'o set about—to commence ; to make preparations for. P.

They gave him hints that he might set about doing something to provide himsf If

with a living.

—

""iVilliam Black.

To set one's cap at—(of a woman) to try to captivate ; to try to obtain as

a husband. P.

" You won't like everything from India now, Miss Sharp," said the old gentleman ;

but when the ladies had retired after dinner, the wily old fellow said to his son,

" Have a care, Joe ; that girl is setting her cap at you."

—

Thackeray.

To set one'sface against—to oppose resolutely. P.

Nor was it in the least on sesthetic grounds that he had set his face against the

whole scheme.

—

Good IVords, 1SS7.

To xet (he teeth on edge—to irritate ; to grate upon the feelings. P.

His nails also were flat and shapeless, and he used to be continually gnawing

them till he had succeeded in getting them down to the quick, and they were a sight

to set a Christian's teeth on edge.—S. Warren.

To set one's face like a flint—to be resolute and determined. P.

They were a couple of lion-like men ; they had set their faces like a fliut —
BCNi'AN.

To set against or over at/ainst—to place on the opposite side from, so as

to counterbalance or make" even. P.

There were cows to be paid for, with the smith and farrier's bill, to be set against

the rent of the demesne.— M.ari.a Edgeworth.
In fact, one vice is to be set over against another, and thus sometliing like a

balance is obtained. —R. H. Dana.

To set on foot—to start ; to begin. P.

He did not stop to set on foot an inquiry into his train of thought or state of feel-

ing.

—

Dickens.

To set the Thames (or a river) on fire—to be conspicuously able ; to be a

man of light and leading. P.

From nearer home we have the well-known expression, " IIo will never set the

19
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Thames on fire." It is thus explained. Our ancestors used a wooden mill, or quern,

which sometimes took fire when worked with great rapidity. This mill was called

the thammis ; and when in the hands of an idle miller, the chances of its becoming

ignited were considerably minimized.

—

All thu Year Round, 1SS7.

I hardly expect him to set the Thames on fire ; but I hope his mother will never

have reason to be ashamed of him.—W. E. Norris.
These lead lives colourless, so far as the nation's advancement is concerned. They

set no stream on fire, and count their duty to the state satisfied when they have paid

their taxes.

' Well set tip^well built ; having a powerful frame. C.

He was well set up; a big, handsome fellow, with brown hair straight and short, a

smooth cheek, and a full moustache —Besant.

To set of—(a) to start. P.

He set off for Bedford early that morning.—C. Reade.
Vivian set off the next day for Sir Badmore Scrope's.—Beaconsfield.

(b) to embellish ; to show to advantage. P.

That is a becoming glass, Gwendolen ; or is it the black and gold colour that sets

you off ?—George Eliot.

Miss Crawley had a good taste. She liked natural manners—a little timidity only

set them off.

—

Thackeray.

A set-off—wliat counterbalances. P.

As a little set-off against the pig-master's bills, I make heavy entries against the

gfood squire.

—

Blackmore.
Others talked of the shop as infra duj.; the set-off against which was the education

and beauty of the bride.—Captain Markyat.

To set in—to become settled in a particular state. P.

The afternoon set in dull, and toward evening the sea freshened sufliciently^o send

most of the passengers below.—H. R. Haggard.

To set sail—to start on a voyage. P.

Henry had taken the child she brought him in his arms, and set sail in a vessel

bound for Africa.—Mrs. Inchbald.
My friend the captain never inquired after me, but set sail with as much indiffer-

ence as if I had been on board.

—

Goldsmith.

To set up—to restore ; to re-establish. P.

So he tried everything he could think of to get set up (strong again).^T. HroiiES.
" It says, by the way, tliat the Duke of Dunderhead is certainly making up to Mrs.

Thumps, the rich Nightman's widow ; a precious good hit that, isn't it? You know
the duke's as poor as a rat

!

"

" Oh, that's no news. It will quite set him up (restore him to wealth), and no
mistake."—S. Warren.

To set up for—to pretend to be. P.

Henry White swore he would take rooms at the Trcmont House and set up for a

gentleman.—R. H. Dana, jun.

The youth, before setting up for a gentleman, had been an attorney's apprentice.

—W. Irving.

To set store hy. See Store.
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To set little by—to value slightly ; to despise. P.

His prince, tlie lord of that country, will shortly come into these parts, and will

know the reason, if they have any, why his neighbours set so little by liim.—

BUNYAX.

A set-to—a fight. F.

At a dead set—in a state of stagnation ; at a standstill. P.

To make a dead set at—to single out as tlic object of one's attentions. C.

The old lady made a dead set at the parson.

Settle.— To sftth'. a man'H hash—to kill him. S.

He received some terrible kicks on the back and legs. "Give it him on the

head ! "— " Kick his life out !

"— " Settle his hash ! "— C. Reade.
I take no blame for settling his hash.—R. L. Stevenson.

To settle doivn—to adopt a regular mode of life ; to engage in one's life-

work ; to cease to Mander about. P.

"Surely," thought Angela, "he is settling down; he will soon find work."

—

Besant.

Seven.— The seven dearUy sins—pride, envy, wrath, sloth, covetousncss,

gluttony, and hist. P.

Sure, it is no sin

;

Or of the deadly sins it is the least.

—

Shakespeare.
Vulgarity is an eighth deadly sin, added to the list in these later days.—J. R.

Lowell

Seven-league boots — boots which carried their wearer at an extra-

ordinarily rapid rate. P. An expression borrowed from a well-known

fairy tale.

Mr. Carlyle would be much better if he didn't take health by the throat (as it

were), bathing as if he were a little boy in the Serpentine, walking as if he had
seven-league boots.

—

Jane Carlyle.

The seven sleepers—seven Christian youths wlio fled from persecution in

the third century, and fell asleep in a cave. They did not awake
until their discovery more than two hundred years later. The story

occurs in various forms.

A roasted ox and a lethargy like that of the seven sleepers would scarce restore

you to the use of your refreshed and waking senses.—Scott.

A seven rZay.s' vonder—something which absoi-bs piiblio interest for a

short time and then is forgotten. C. See Nine.

The seven days' wonder about the boy had almost died away.

—

Hugh Conway.

Sewn.—Seirn ?(;;—intoxicated. S.

He took care to tell you that some of the party were pretty considerably "sewn
up" too —Thackeray.

Shade.— To fall into the shade—to cease to attract attention. P.

But, finally, the original Semite fell more and more into the shade. The Aryan

came to the front —H. R. Haocaiu).
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Shake.—To shake a fey— (n) to dance. F.

I explain that the stage is ready for them, if they like to act; or the concert-room,

if they will sing; or the dancing-room, should they wish to shake a leg.

—

Besant.

{b) to move about. F.

He was so bad that father never let him come into the house, where, he said,

honesty alone should shake a leg.

—

Besant

To shake one's head—to indicate disapproval, doubt, or dissent. P.

When he read the note from the two ladies, he shook his head, and observed that

an affair of this sort demanded the utmost circumspection.— Goldsmith.

No great shakes—of little value or account. S.

Oatmeal is no great shakes at best. It ain't even so good for a horse as real yellow

Indian corn.

—

Haliburton.

To shake by the hand or shake hands—to salute by gi-asping tlic liand. P.

But she smiles as she sliakes her by the hand.—FLonENCE Marryat.
He said, " I wish you to abstain from writing to Sir Charles, and him to visit you

only once more before his marriage, just to shake hands and part, with mutual
friendship and good wishes."—C. Reade.

To shake the elbow—to gamble with dice.

To shake the dust off one's feet—{a) an act showing one's displeasure with

any place, and a determination never to return tliither. P.

He (Beust) had been regarded by the Austrians as the author of their misfortunes,

and wrote from their capital to a friend in Saxony: "To-morrow I leave Vienna.

I will shake the dust off my feet. I wUl not return there in a hurry."

—

Quarterly

Beview, 1S87.

Soon after the interview just recorded, he left Barchester, shaking the dust off

his feet as he entered the railway-carriage.—A. Trollgi-e.

(6) to cease travelling. C.

At length the pilgrim shook the dust off his feet at Heidelberg.

—

Beaconsfielp.

To shake in one's shoes—to be in a state of apprehension or friglit. C.

The children's copybooks, etc., were laid out for inspection, while the embryo
scholars manifestly shook in their shoes before the verdict to be pronounced on their

halting performance.—Sarah Tytler.

Sharp.—Sharp j)ractice—grasping beha\iour ; conduct m hicli is defcns-

iljle on legal grounds, but is yet considered ungenerous. P.

' I call this," said Tommy, in a great rage, "confounded sharp practice."

—

Besant.

Sheep.— 7^0 cast or ynake sheep's eyes—to look at with amorous eyes. C.

The horrid old colonel, with a head as bald as a cannon ball, was making sheep's

eyes at a half-caste girl there.—Thackeray.

Black sheep—bad characters. C.

" We arc as linble to have black sheep here as elsewherp," the archdeacon replied.—

A. Tkoi.i.oi'P.

I
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Sheet.— Three sheets in the u-iiid—half-intoxicated. F.

Captain Cuttle, looking, candle in liand, at Bunsby more attentively, believed

that he was three sheets in tlie wind, or, in plain words, drunk.—Dkkkn.s.

Shelf.—Laid or ]>Ht on the .s/j*-//'—no longer engaged in active work ; set

aside to make room for more active workers. 1'.

AVhat is a man to do when he's put ou the shelf and has no home?

—

Good Words
]SS7.

Shell.— To shell out—to pay out money. S.

We can always make the old villain shell out, as he ought—Mks. E. Lynn
LlNTO.N.

Shield.— The other side of the shield—the other side of any question.

P. The story is told of two knights who, meeting at a jiost from

which a shield was suspended, fell to quarrelling about the material

of which the shield was composed. Tlie one held it to be gold, the

other silver. From words they came to blows. After a bitter struggle

they discovered tiiat both were right, since the one side was gold,

and the other side silver.

Shift.— To mahe shift—to contrive with difficulty. P.

He had erected a mill in miniature for the diversion of Edward's infant grandson,

and ni;Kle shift in its construction to introduce a pliant bit of wood that answered
with its fairy clack to the murmuring of the rill that turned it.— H. Mackenzie.
By my other labours I make shift to eat and drink and have good clothes.—Gold-

smith.

Shilling.—To take the Queen''s shilling or get the shillimj—to become a

soldier. P. Soldiers on enlisting received a shilling from the recruit-

ing sergeant as a sign of the bargain having been concluded.

It was then that, not caring what became of me, I took the Queen's shilling, and
became a soldier.— B. L. F.4R.jeon.

"I am ready enough to become a recruit," said Allen.
" But you can't find the man with the ribbons and the shilling (the recruiting-

sergeant). Patience ! The recruiting-sergeant is always about. You will get that

shilling."—Besant.

Shine.—To take the shine out of—to surpass ; to outshine ; to outvie.

F. Also, but less correctly, of of

You will become a rival potentate to my governor. You will take the shine out

of him directly.—C. Reade.
He is the first man of the age; and it's generally allowed our doctors take the

shine off of all the world.—Haij burton.

Ship.— When one^s ship comes in or home—when one's fortune is made. F.

Yesterday afternoon I brought my long business to a head : the ship has come
home ; one more dead lift, and I shall cease to fetch and carry for the Princess Rata-

fla.—R. J.. Stevenso.v.

The wealthy relative, of wliom he borrowed for Douglas's sako, proDf'srd to surply

him with an income of a hundr.-d pounds per annum until the major's next expected

ship should come in.—D. Chiustie Murray.
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Ship-shape—neatly arranged. F.

The ship of the desert—the camel. P.

Shoe.—To shoe a ;/oose or a gosliiKj—to engage in a foolish or fruitless

undertaking. F.

" The smith that will meddle with all things may go shoe the goslings," is an old

proverb.—Maria Edgewokth.

To die in one's shoes—to die on the scaffold. F.

And there is Mr. Fuse, and Lieutenant Tregooze,

And there is Sir Carnaby Jenks of the Blues,

All come to see a man die in his shoes.

—

Barham.

To stand in another's shoes—to occupy the position held by another. C.

Don't think, it you value your peace of mind, to stand in my shoes when they are

vacant. —Thackeray.

To tread the shoes straight—to be upright in one's conduct. F.

To throw an old shoe after one. This is done at weddings to wish good

luck to the person. An old shoe means "long life."

To shake in one's shoes—to be in a state of nervous terror. C.

When Mrs. Proudie began to talk of the souls of the people he always shook in

his shoes.—A. Tjiollope

To be in another person's shoes—to be in the same position as an-

other. C.

" Oh, would I be in Arthur's shoes after fourth lesson ? " said the little boys to

one another.—T. Hughes.

To step into another jjerson's shoes—to take the position previously oc-

cupied by another. C.

"That will do, sir," he thundered; " that will do. It is very evident now what
would happen if you stepped into my shoes after my death."—Good Words, 1SS7.

To wait for another's shoes—to look forward with expectation to his

death. C.

The old cock means to crow yet over some that are waiting for his shoes —SroiT.

Cornelis, the eldest, who had made calculations of his own, and stuck to the

hearth, waiting for dead men's shoes.—C. Keade.

Quite a different pair of shoes—an altogether differeut case. F. Prob-

ably a corruption of the French font autre chose, "an altogether

different thing.

"

Promise and performance are a very different pair of shoes.—Bf.ackmokk.

Where the shoe pi^iches—where the difficulty or cause of discomfort

lies. C.

"He discharged me from visiting the premises."

" That was not veiy polite."
" Ami threatened to horsewhip me the next time I canv^ there

"

"Oh, that is where the shoo pinches" (what irrititcs you).—C. Reade.
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"I do not believe it; and, anyhow, I will not have you flirting with lier in my
presence."

"Ah, that is where the shoe pinches."—Florfnce Marryat.

^fihoot.— To shoot the pit—to cheat a landlord by leaving Avitliout pajnng

the rent. S. Compare " moonliglit flitting"' and "shooting of

moons," whicli see.

Shootiiifj of inoowi. See Moox.

Shop.— To talk shop—to speak exclusively of one's own business or

professional affairs. F.

" When he had a few clergymen round him, how he loved to make them happy !"

"Never talked shop to them, did he?" said the archdeacon.—A. TROLLorK.

Short.—Short commons—want of sufficient supjilies ; scanty rations. C.

He deserves to be soundly rated and kept upon short commons for backing bills.—

Good }\'ords, 1SS7.

In the midst of short commons, anxiety, and hard work.—H. Kixgsley.

A short cut—a quick path ; a path which saves distance ; a method
which saves time. P

" See yonder, how our young people are enjoying themselves !
" and he pointed with

his whip to where EUa and Anastasia, accompanied by Vernon and Felspar, could

be seen approaching them by a short cut.

—

James Payx.
Catechisms of history, manuals of arithmetic, short cuts to a smattering of science,

and guides to \iniversal knowledge.

—

Edinburgh Review, 1SS7.

Short shrift—little time to repent ; but a small interval before the in-

fliction of pimishment. P. Shrift was the priest's absolution.

The neighbours would form a posse in a twinkling, and chase the thief night and
day till they secured him; and then short shrift for the poor wretch.

—

Macmillan's
Magazine, 1SS7.

The short and the hng of it—the whole matter stated briefly ; the sum
and substance of the matter. P.

The short and the long of it was, I couldn't tell what to make of her.—Maria
Ed<;EWORTH.
And the short and the long of the matter was, that while we could get several who

were willing enough to ride to Dr. Livesey's, which lay in another direction, not one
would help us to defend the inn.—R. L. Stevenson.

~ Shot.—Shot in the lorl-er—funds in hand. F.

" As long as there's shot in the locker, she shall want for nothing," said the gener-

ous fellow.—Thackeray.

Shoulder.— To turn, shov; or (jive the cold shoulder—to treat coolly :

to repulse. P.

Since I discarded him for Xave, he lias turned the cold shoulder upon mo.-Mrs.
Henry Wood.
I'm afraid people are rather inclined to show them the cold shoulder.—Cooci

Words, 1SS7.

Some time ago you had a friend whose companionship I thought was doirg you no

good, and I gave him the cold shoulder.—.James Payn.
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^yelr a
'^'^ ^""^ "' ''""" ^^«^'^^-—to l^e wise beyond one's

You appear to have an old head upon very young shoulders.-CAPTAiK Marrvat.
To ruh shoulders—to come into close contact C

With one's shoulder to the fo^/ar—hard at work. C.
Have I not always had my shoulder to the collar ?-A. Tkollope.

To put one's shoulder to the roheel~to commence working in earnest C

•'^.Sn^iS-e^^J^e-:-:;^^-^^^

bIIZZ:"''''
'"'"" '^ ""-'^ ''^^'='- ^^' '-* '- ^'--'der to the wheel. -M,ss

Show.-7'o show the door~to dismiss without ceremony P

doo'-R'lt Srlv'^^sr.""
^" "'^* ^'^"« ^^^' ^^'^' ^'- ^^-«^ ^oth of then, the

those asjinn, you^^tickeg^s IfhaVTberrrcSt'tu' ?'! If
^°^^°^' °'

on showing off at Lord's ground -T Hut hes
°'"''° ^"^ "'^^ ^='^' ""-ee months

yo .sAoiw i«,_to conduct into a house. P.

co™Te,:o^:;ired° .fiJT^/^ ^^^^"^"^
r^--^ «- -^h the n,ost

peculiarly fortunate rLTngundefh" oof thrn'''.' '" '"f"'"'^''
"""^«"

Goldsmith. °°' *^^ "^^^^ ^e most loved on earth.-

To show to a room—to conduct thither. P.

-^ZZ MilavA:^"^
''^ ^""''^^^' ^'"^ ^^^-'^ ^° ^^ ^>-- to her room at once.

To show one's teeth~io display signs of anger. C.

To show one's hand~to reveal one's plan of action. P

Prom"time"totir
'" ^'-^^-J-'- r^v.. (Chapter heading.)

aworred^^^r^loTheT^^^^O.'^ow^^i^^^

7'o^Ao,. a per-5o« ,,;,_to reveal to the world a person's real character •

to .l.sclose a person's villany or hypocrisy. P
'

Bo:r'':unhVk^o;r^"tn;tr;;re."horn^^ ''English With .he Knglish,

up."-n. R Haocard.
''°' ''°' •^°^''- ^-^ '•"•"f"! l^^st we show you
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A show o/haiidji—a display of right haiuls iii voting. V. A chairman,

wishuig for the decision of a question by a meeting, often calls for a

show of hands.

Slirub.—To shrub about—to get along tolerably well ; to be in a fairly

good state. F.

Shut.—To shut up—to be silent. F.

"True for you, old man," said Trevor, good-naturedly laughing. "Pitch that

fellow Dick over the arm of the chair and make him shut up."

—

Blackwood's Maga-

zine, ISSi;.

"Von shut up, Johnny. It I pay Reed out of my own pocket, it's nothing to

anybody."^Mrs. H. Wood.

To shut a person rip—to silence him. F.

Though we agree with Mr. Skelton in wishing that we had also Maillard's account

of it, we cannot doubt that the reformer (to use the colloquial expressii>n) shut him

up.

—

Athenmum, 1SS7.

To shut the stable door when the steed is stolen—to take precautious when

too late. P.

And then it all came out—the old story of shutting the stable-door on the stolen

steed, and separation, when the mischief of constant companionship had been done.

—

Mistletoe Bough, lS.i7.

To shut tq) sho2>—to close business ; to cease working. F.

About this time, in the beginning of 1824, the Jamaica Ginger Beer Company shut

up shop—exploded, as Gus said, with a bang !

—

Thackeray.

Sick.—The Sick J/cth—Turkey. P. A name given contemptuously, in

view of its expected partition.

It was with Sir Hamilton Seymour, the English ambassador, that the czar held

the famous conversation on the subject of the Sick Man, and the partition of

Turkey, when Egypt was to have been England's shsiie.—Public Opinion, 1SS6.

Side.—To put on side—to be arrogant and assuming in manner. F.

You will put on aU the side you please—when you are outside the office.—Besant.

Sight.—Out of siijht—incomparably; bej^ond comparison. C.

She was walking back through the quiet streets of the old-fashioned market-town

to the Bank House, with its peculiar importance and dignity, out of sight the best

house in Xewton.

—

Sar.\h Tvtler.

A hill at sir/ht—a bill which will be cashed ^^llen presented, and not

after three or six months. P.

I'll pay you off that kiss with interest ; I'll answer a bill at sight for it (pay at

once), I will, you may depend.—Haliburton.
To have stored moral capital enough to meet the drafts of death at sight must be

an unmatched toric.—•!. E. Lowell.

A sifjht o/fhiiif/s—a great number of things. F.

Bought a sight of furniture—couldn't hardly get some of it upstairs —O. V/.

H0LME.S.
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A sight for sore eyes—a pleasant object ; something pleasant to see. F.

" I hope," said she, " my lady will come and see me when my lamb is with me ; a

sight of her would be good for sore eyes."—C. Eeade.

Silent,—Silent as the grave—wholly silent ; saymg nothing ; making no

noise. P.

" Livesey," said the squire, "I'll be as silent as the grave."—R. L. Stevenson.

Silk.— To make a silk jnirse out of a soiv's ear—to make a handsome
article out of coarse and inferior materials. C.

He flung the Phdnomenolorjie to the other end of the room, exclaiming, " That
smart young fellow is quite right ! it is impossible to make a silk purse out of a sow's

ear."—M. Arnold.
" Ay," said the warder, in passing ;

" you may lecture the bloke (fellow), but you
will not make a silk purse out of a sow's ear."—C. Reade.

The silken tie—the soft and invisible bonds of love and affection. P.

True love's the gift which God has given

To man alone beneath the heaven ....

It is the secret sympathy.
The silver link, the silken tie,

Which heart to heart, and mind to mind.
In body and in soul can bind.

—

Scott.

7^ fake silk—to be made a Queen's Counsel (Q.C. ) at the English bar,

and be entitled to wear a silk robe.

Weston became a distinguished barrister and in due course took silk.

Silver.—Euery cloud has a silver lining—there is always some ray of

hope in the darkest condition of affairs. P.

" I have a bad headache to-day," said Helen, by way of excuse for her tears. " It

has been gloomy weather lately."

" Gloomy within and without," he assented, giving a meaning to her words that

she had not meant to imply. " But in every cloud, you know, however dark it may
be, there is a silver lining."

—

Mrs. H. Wood.

A silver wedding—the celebration of the tM'enty-fifth anniversary of a

wedding. P.

The jubilee of her Majesty will be immediately followed by the year making the

heir apparent's silver wedding.

—

Forln'njldlij Revieio, 1SS7.

Born ivith a silver spoon in one's mouth. See Spoon.

The silver-fork school—a name used by Tliackeray for the school of

novelists who describe only elegant life and fashionable society.

Up to the heights of fashion witli the charming enchanters of the silver-furk school.
—Thackeray.

Simon.— The real Simon Pure—the real person ; not a personator. P.

Simon Pure is a character in Mrs. Centlivre's play, A Bold Stroke for
a Fortune. He is personated 1)y a Captain Fcignwell, who is nearly

successful in obtaining a wife and a fortune by his dissimulation ; but
the real Simon Pure, a Pennsylvanian Quaker, turns up in time and
proves liis identity.
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And then Mr. Toogoocl had only written one short scrap of a letter in triumph :

" Crawley is all right, and I think I've got the real Simon Pure by the heels."—A.
Tkoli.oi'e.

Simples.—CuUbnj for the slmj/les—an operation to be peifonneil for the

benefit of fools. C.

In the Lords and Commons (what evils might be averted) by clearing away bile,

evacuating ill humours, and occasionally by cutting for the simples.—South ey.

Sine.— Sine die—without fixing any future date ; indefinitely. P.

Latin.

Our old friend'was even now balancing on the brink of that eventful plunge (a

proposal of marriage), which, if not made before the grand climacteric, it is generally

thought advisable to postpone sine die.—G. J. Whyie-Melville.

A sine qua non—an essential ; what is absolutely requisite. P. Latin.

"Besides, sir," he added, turning to the warder with an assumed air of deference,
" I believe it is a sine qud non—I mean it is indispensable—that for some time I must
report myself to the police once a month."

—

Hugu Conway.

Sinews.—The sineics of war—money; funds. P.

Widow Maxey had only become reconciled to her abdication, because, as was well

known, she had remained in possession of the sinews of war— that is, the actual

proprietorship of the horse and cart, in addition to her savings.—Sarah Tytlek.

Sink.—Leave him to sink or swim—do not aid him, but let him fail or

succeed by liis o'wn efforts. P.

AVith or without reason. Miss Huntley is of opinion that I defrauded ynu of your

rights by taking what my father's will gave me, and that I afterwards turned you out

into the world to sink or swim, as the case may be.

—

W. E. Norris.

Her husband told her that she must sink or swim with him.—Edmund Yates.

Sister.—Sister Anne—the sister of Bluebeard's wife (in the nursery

tale). She kept watch from a tower to see if the expected aid would

arrive.

"Sister Anne is on the watch-tower," said he to Amelia; " but there's nobody
coming."

—

Thackek.a.y.

He was prospecting down the road, like another Sister Anne.

—

James Payn.

Sit.—To sit down with—to have to be contented with ; to accept

something whether we like it or not. P.

Mr. Simpkins got the ten thousand pound prize in the lottery, and we sat down
with (had to rest content with) a blank.—Goldsmith.

?'o sit bodkin—to be squeezed between two people. C.

There is barely room between Jos and Miss Sharp, who are on the front seat, Mr.

Osborne sitting bodkin opposite, between Captain Dobbin and Amelia. —Thack-
er.\^y.

To sit up for any one—to await a person's return after the usual bed-

time. P.

Her own maid should sit up for her.—George Eliot.
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'To sit upon a person—to snub him. F.

He asked, outside, with shame, liow it was that he allowed himself thus to be sat

upon and ordered out of the house by a mere girl.—Bkkant.
My lady felt rebuked, and, as she afterwards expressed it, sat upon.—Mus. E.

Lynn Linton.

To sit on thorns—to be in a state of discomfort or agony. P.

He was sitting on thorns, all the time, afraid lest she should refer to the late

event.

To sit out anything—to refrain from taking part in it. C.

Frank danced beautifully, but somehow we liad given up dancing together lately,

and used to sit out our dances together.

—

The Mistletoe Bough, 1S>^5.

To sit out—to stay longer in one's seat than another can. P. Often

used in accounts of drinking-parties.

On coming into the estate he gave the finest entertainment ever was heard of in

the country ; not a man could stand after supper but Sir Patrick himself, who could

sit out the best man in Ireland.

—

Mauia Edgewoeth.

To sit on the rail or fence—to refuse to support any party ; to reserve

one's decision as a voter. C. An American phrase.

In the American political slang, he (Henry IV.) was always sitting on the rail be-

tween Catholics and Huguenots.

—

The I'imes.

To sit e(j(js—to remain too long as a guest. F.

To sit under—to attend the services of. C.

On a Sunday the household marched away in separate couples or groups to at least

half-a-dozen of religious edifices, each to sit under his or her favourite minister.

—

Thackeray.

To sit under a clergyman—to attend his church.

She, after a time, sat under him, as the phrase is, regularly thrice a week.

—

Thackeray.

Six.—Six of ov to one, and half-a-dozen of or to the other—essentially the

same ; differing in nothing. C.

There's been a good deal of fun made of rabbinical fables ; but, in point of fables,

my opinion is, that all over the world it's six of one and half-a-dozen of the other.

—

George Eliot.

And so it's six to one and half-a-dozen to the other.— G. J. Wuvte-Melville.

Also in the shorter form

—

six and half-a-dozen. C.

" What do they say about his chance?"
" Six and half-a-dozen, sir."—H. Kincsley.

Six and eightpence—the usual fee charged by a lawyer for a consultation.

Always remember, Mr. Robarts, that when you go into an attorney's office-door

you will have to pay for it first or last. In here, you see, the dingy old mahogany,
bare as it is, makes you safe. Or else it's the salt-cellar, wliich will not allow itself

to l)e polluted by six-and-eightpenny considerations.— .\. Tuolloi-e.

K.rp.—By " mahogany" is meant the attorney's dining-tablc. Mr. Robarts was to

be looked on as a guest. Tlie salt-cellar is anotlicr mark of ho.spitality. .Vs long

as Mr. Robarts was in the lawyer's private residence no fee would be charged.

I,
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I liavc the riglit given me by a genuine interest in his affairs— the interest of a

friend rather than a lawyer. You don't suppose it's for tlie sake of the sixand-cight-

pence.—Miss Braddon.

At sixes and sevens—in disorder ; ill-arranged. C.

All goes to sixes and sevens—a universal saturnalia seems to be proclaimed in my
peaceful and orderly family.

—

Scott.

Its vicinity (the presence of soldiers in a town), in our own experience, has invari-

ably over-roasted our mutton, multiplied our cobwebs, and placed our female estab-

lishment generally at sixes and sevens.—G. J. AVuvte-Mblville.

Sixty.—Like sixty. See Statick.

Skeleton.— The sl-cUton in the house or ni])hoard—the secret cause of

grief or shame in a household. P.

After that first and last visit, his father's name was never mentioned in Pitt's

polite and genteel establishment. It was the skeleton in the house, and all the

family walked by it in terror and silence.

—

Thackeray.
I find that the skeleton in my domestic closet is becoming a pretty big one.

—

DirKVSri (Letters).

Skin.— yo sHn a flea for its hide—to be excessively mean and avari-

cious. F.

" Generous !

" I exclaimed ;
" why, he's the meanest little hunks that ever skinned

a flea for the hide and fat."—G. A. Sala.

To shin a flint—to be excessively grasping. C. Hence the term slcin-

flint for a miser.

Just as the toper squeezes the empty bottle and the miser skins the flint.—Besant.

To escape hy the sHn. of one's teeth—to escape very narrowly ; to come
within an ace of falling a victim. P.

It is true that ten years before this he had, after an almost heroic resistance,

yielded to accept office in the Palmerston Ministry, and escaped only by the skin of

his teeth.

—

Leisure Hour, 1SS7.

The pit-brow women, to the number of something like five thousand, were last sum-
mer only saved by the skin of tlieir tcetli from having their daily bread taken from
them by a Liberal government.

—

Contcmporarjj llcviev', 1SS6.

To save one's skin—to get off without Ijodily hurt. C.

We meet with many of these dangerous civilities, wherein it is hard for a man to

save both his skin and his credit.

—

L'Estranoe.

Skip.— To ski]> over—to pass unnoticed. P.

A gentleman made it a rule in reading to skip over all sentences where he spied a

note of admiration at the end.—Swift.

Skirts.— To sit nj)on a man's skirts— to meditate revenge against

him. F.

Sky.— To sky a jncture—to place it in an exhibition high uj) on tlic

wall. P.

This fli^'ht of Eastern imagery was duo to his picturt^ having T)een skied in the

academy.- Jamk« Pavn.
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To laud or praise to the skies—to be loud in piaise of. P.

Indeed he was lauded by many persons to the skies.

—

James Payk.

Slap.—A slap-han(j shop—a low eating-house. S. A London term.

They lived in the same street, walked into town every morning at the same hour,

dined at the same slap-bang every day.

—

Dickens.

S/ap-up—very fine ; elegant. S.

More slap-up still, have the two shields painted on the panels with the coronet

over.

—

Thackeray.

Sleeping.—A sleepinr/ jiartner—a member of v. firm who takes no share

in its management, but receives part of the profits. P.

In most businesses there are sleeping partners.—Captaix Marryat.
His sole motive in consenting to become, as it were, a sleeping partner in the

shameful plot, of which his daughter was the object, was to obtain possession of his

lost inheritance.—H. R. Haggard.

Let sleepinr) dogs lie—do not refer to unpleasant events of the past. C.

Peter Scott was a jealous man to begin with, and it was best to let sleeping dogs

lie.— .Si. Andrews Citizen, 1SS7.

To sleej) uj)on anything—to defer action until next morning. C. Cau-

tious people often prefer to wait at least twelve hours before they

commit themselves to a course of action.

Still he went in to breakfast with some slight hope that, now Mrs. Glegg had
" slept upon it," her anger might be subdued enough to give way to her usually

strong sense of family decorum.

—

George Eliot.

Sleeve.— To laugh in one's sleeve. See Laugh.

To carry a thing on one's sleeve—to reveal it to the public gaze. P. See

Heart and Wear.

He (the poet) should talk well, but not with an obvious striving after epigram ; he
should be sensitive, but not carry his vanity openly on his sleeve for the daws to

peck at.—Besant.

In one's sleeve—secretly. C. Mostly used of secret laughter.

"No, not that woman," said Mr. Harding, enjoying his joke in his sleeve.—A.
Trolloi'e.

Sleight. — Sleight-of-hand — manual dexterity; clever use of the

fingers. P.

Vivian, you are a juggler ; and the deceptions of your sleight-of-hand tricks de-

pend upon instantaneous motions.—Beaconsfield.

Slide.— To let things slide—to refuse or neglect to interfere ; to leave

matters to develop themselves. F.

She was not one of those diplomatists who advocate a masterly inaction, and let

things slide.—James Payn.

^ Sling.— To sling one's hook or one's Daniel—to move on. S.
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Slip.— 7'o xUp off the hook-H—to die. 8.

Pray to God in heaven, unless you wish to see me run away. And if 1 do, he slips

off tlic hooks.

—

I5l.\ck.more.

He was not far from eighty when he slipped off the hooks without an aclio or pain.
— Mks. E. Lvnn Linton.

To slip one's cable—to die. S.

He was dreadfully frightened at the prospect of slipi)ing his cable in a foreign
land.—G. A. Sala.

To slip one's %cind—to lose one's breatli ; to die. C.

"You give him the right stuff, doctor," said llav/es jocosely, "and he won't slip

his wind this time."—C. Reade.

To (fire the slip—to escape secretly. F.

" I wonder the writs haven't followed me down here," Rawdon continued, still

desponding.
" When they do, we'll find means to give them the slip," said dauntless little

Becky.—Thackera y.

To slip throurfh one's Jingers— {a) to die unexpectedly and without a

struggle. P. Said of a sick person.

{h) to escape from a person's grasp. C.

He would not let the thing slip through his fingers a debtor never yet escaped

him, and never should.

—

Maria Edgewokth.
"When Chaldicotes slipped through tlie duke's fingers and went into tlie hands of

Dr. Thorne, or of Dr. Tliorne's wife, the duke had been very angry with Mr. Fother-

gill.—A. Tkollope.

" To slip into a man—to give him a sound beating. S.

There's many a slip 'fwixt the nip and the lip—men cannot count on any-

thing until it is actually in their grasji. P. "The original," says

Cliarlcs Reade, "is (Jreeii, and comes down to us witii an example.

To the best of my recollection, the ancient legend runs, that a Greek

philosopher was discoursing to his pupil on tlie inability of man to

foresee the future—ay, even the event of the next minute. The pupil

may have, perhaps, granted the uncertainty of tlie distant future, but

he scouted the notion that men could not make sure of immediate and
consecutive events. By way of illustration he proceeded to fill a gob-

let. 'I predict,' said he, sneeringly, ' tliat after filling this goblet,

the next event will be that I shall drink the wine.' Accordingly he

filled the goblet. At that moment his servant ran in— ' Master !

master ! a wild boar is in our vineyard !
' The master caught up his

javelin directly, and ran out to find the boar and kill him. He had
the luck to find the boar, and attacked him with such spirit that Sir

Boar killed him, and the goblet remained filled. From that incident

arose in Greece the saying, ' Polla melaxu 2>elei knlikos hai cheileos

akra.'
"
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Mrs. Quiverful went off to her kitchen and back settlements with anxious beating

heart, almost dreading that there might be some slip between the cup of her happi-

ness and the lip of her fruition, but yet comforting herself with the reflection that

after what had taken place any such slip could hardly be possible.—A. Tkollope.

Slough.—A slonfjh of despond—a state of utter despondency. P. See

Bunyan's Pi/yrim's Progress, " The First Stage."

She seemed to be stuck in a slough of despond, and could not move in any direc-

tion to get out of it.—C. Keade.

Slow.—A doio Qoach—a lazy or inactive person. F.

He's not very quick in temper, or in anything else ; he's what we c.ill a slow coach.

—Captain Maurvat.

Sly.—On the sly—secretly. C.

" I thought you were down here about it?"

"Only on the sly, Mrs. Walker."—A. Trollope.
He was beginning to doubt this clerk who attended that meeting on the sly.—

C. Eeade.

Small.—A small-heer chronide — a, record of insignificant domestic

events. C The jihrase comes from Shakespeare, Othello, act ii.,

scene 1, line 161 : "To suckle fools and chronicle small-beer."

This small-beer chronicle is scarcely justified by the fact that many of Agnes's

acquaintances and correspondents were persons of distinction

—

Alhenccum, 1SS7.

Small hours—the hours after twelve ; midnight. P.

Although a fog rolled over the city in tlie small hours, the early part of the night

was cloudless.—R. L. Stevenson.

Small talk—conversation about unimportant things, like tlie \\-eather or

the every-day events of life. P.

She was absorbed in digesting Rolfe's every word, and fixing his map in her mind,
and filling in details to his outline ; so small talk stung her. —C. Eeade.

His voice was soft and low, and he had a way of jilacing his white, plump, glisten-

ing hand on the region of his heart as he spoke, that gave a sort of dramatic earnest-

ness to what would otherwise have been small talk.

—

James Payn.

Smell.— To smell a rat—to detect something wrong. P.

Of his attachment to the doctrine of the Trinity the Bisliop of Kxotfr may mako
what protestations he will, Archdeacon Denison will smell a rat in them.—M.
Arnold.

Smoke.— To end in smohe—to come to no practical result. P.

To smoke the calumet, or the pipe of peace—to be fonnallj' reconciled.

C. Tlie phrase comes from a Red Indian custom.

This dinner was essentially a well-dressed pow-wow to witness the burying of tho

hatchet and the smoking of the calumet.—Mrs. E. Lynn LiNroN.

. Snail.—At a snail's (jallop—very slowly. C.

And if he happened not to feci

An angry hint from thong or stoel.

He by degrees would seldom fad

T' adojit the galhi]! of a snail. — Combe.
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Snap.—To snap one's Jimjers at—to ilety ; to show one's contempt for. C.

You live with me, and snap your fingers at Hawes and all his crew.—C. Reade.

To snap a man^-i nose of—to speak sharply to him. C.

Well, well, you needn't snap a man's nose off ! Come, wliat has the young man
been doing?— Co d n'orifs, i^.^7.

Sneeze.— To sneeze at a thing—to despise it; to think little of it. F.

A buxom, tall, and comely dame
Who wished, 'twas said, to change her name.
And if I could her tliouglits divine,

Would not perhaps have sneezed at mine.

—

Combe.

Snuff.— To fal-e it in S7>vff—to take offence. F.

You'll mar the light by taking it in snuff;

Therefore I'll darkly end my argument.

—

Shakespeare.

In snuff or in the snvff—offended. F.

He dares not come there for the candle, for, you see, it is already in snuff.

—

Shakb-
SPEAKE.
And whereas in snuff and distaste you may fling away from such res infecta, a

little patience and words may do your business.

—

A Cap of Gray Hairs for a Green

Head, inss.

" Hoot, hoot," said Uncle Ebenezer, "dinna [don't] fly up in the snuff at me."—
R. L Stevenson.

To sntiff pepper—to take offence. F.

I brought them in, because here are some of other cities in the room that might
snuff pepper else.

—

Old Play.

Up fo snuff—crafty ; knowing. S.

" Ah, I daresay," returned her uncle. " You American ladies are so up to snuff,

as you say."—W. D. Howells.
A rough and tough, and possibly an up-to-snuff old vagabond.

—

Dickens.

To w.vff out—to die. S.

So.

—

Only so-so—very indifferently ; not well. C.

" How do you find yourself, my dear fellow ?

"

"Only so-so," said Mr. John Spanker.— Dickens.
" What cheer, Sol Gills ? " cried the captain heartily.

"But so-so," returned the instrument-maker.

—

Dickens.

And so on—and the like ; and other similar words, acts, or events. P.

He heard of a house here or a house there, and went to see it, but it was too large;

and of another, but it was too small; and of a third, but it was not convenient for

her purpose; and so on.— Besant.

So-and-so. A phrase used when exact particulars are referred to Imt not

actually given. C.

It would also have been considerate, at least, had Mr. Browning given tlic dates of

despatches referred to by Lord Hawkesbury as Xo. Soand-so, when answering them
or acknowledging their receipt.

—

Spectator, Dccemher 17, JSS7.

But my name is So-and-So is a safe answer, and I gave it.—J. R. Lowell.

20
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So to fipeak. (a) An apologetic phrase generally used with statements

which ai'e not literally true. P.

Sometimes the home is visited by the committee, who go round and taste the soup,

so to speak, confer as to the accounts, and consider the case of those ill-advised

young people who liave requested permission to stay out for an hour later than is

allowed by the rules.

—

Besant.

(h) if the phrase may be used. P, Attached to statements tliat

miist not be taken literally.

If an old man has to go hungry, he grows melancholy, because the situation is

permanent, so to speak.

Soap.—Hoiv (i.?'e you offfor noap ? A meaningless bantering phrase, at

one time common in England. S.

Or put their heads into his shop, and asked how he was off for soap.— S. Baring

GOITLD.

• Soft.Soft .9(1H-ffcr—flattery. S.

It is done by a knowledge of soft sawder and human nature.—HALiBrRTOS.

Soft soo;)—complimentary speeches. _F. A person of insinuating man
*»>, ners is said to be soapy.

Soi.—Soi-disant—self-named ; self-appointed. P. French.

Charges of seduction trumped up by young women like Annette TTarciionx and

their soi-dUant patrons must be subjected to a very searching invesugation.—

Saturdaij Meview, 1SS7.

Some.—Some of these days—soon ; before very long. C.

Son.—Son of a sea-cook—a term of contempt used bj- sailors to -their

companions. S.

Of course, in the use of sea-terms you'll not wonder

If I now and then should fall into some blunder,

For which Captain Cliamier or Mr. T. P. Cooke

Would call me a lubber and son of a sea-cook.—Bariiam.

Song.—^o sell for a soikj or an old sonr/—to sell very cheap. C.

C Kit ! Kit ! the firm ends with me. I must sell the goodwill for the very worst

old song, if it once leaks out what a fool you are.

—

Blai kmore.
A skeleton clock and a couple of bronze figures, picked up in one of the slums of

Covent Garden for a song.—Miss Braddos.

Sop.—To throw a sop to Cerberus—to try to pacify a greedy enemy by

granting him favours. P. C'ei'berus, in Roman mythologj', was the

three-headed dog that watched Pluto's palace in the infernal regions.

To Cerberus they give a sop

His trii)lc barking mouth to stop.

—

Swift.

For instance, the Transvaal Convention that Mrs. Carr mentioned is an adniiralilo

example of how such pandering is done. No man of e.xpericnce c.in have believed

that sucli an agreement woul 1 be wise, or that it can result in anything biit trouble

and humiliation; Imt tlie trouble and humiliation will not come just yet, and in the

meanwliile a sop is tlirown to Cerberus.— II. K. I1a(hiard.
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Sore.—-4 sight for sore eyes—a welcome sight. F.

Well, the very sight of the Yankee girls is. good for sore eyes, the dear little

critters (creatures).

—

Haliburto.v.

Sorrow.—Sorrow—a word used in Ireland to give a negative meaning

to a sentence. F.

The birds were singing, and I stopped whistling that they might hear them ; but
sorrow bit could they hear (they heard nothing) when they got to the park gate, for

there was such a crowd and such a shout.

—

Maria Edgewokth.

Sotto.—Sotto rare— in a subdued voice ; in a wliisper. P. Italian.

"She's worn out and upset, poor little thing I " he said sotto voce.—Murray's
Midjazine, 1SS7.

Sour.—Sonr grapes—a thing despised liecause it is unattainable. P.

A famished fox once saw some clusters of ripe black gra]ies hanging from a trel-

lised vine. She resorted to all her arts in vain, for she could not reach them. At
last she turned away, beguiling herself of her disappointment, and saying, "The
grapes are sour, and not ripe as I thought."—.(£sof)'s Fables.

Sow.—To soiij wild oats—to be wild and extravagant when young. P.

"Upon my honour," exclaimed Sir Brian, "your excuse seems to me to be your
condemnation. If you were a spendthrift, as young fellows often are, there would
be a chance of your sowing your wild oats.— Good Words, 1SS7.

To sow the wind and reaj? the whirlwind—to behave recklessly and

wickedly, and suffer a dreadful punishment. P. From the Bible

(Hosea viii. 7). In Stevenson's The Misadrentures of John Nichohon,

the heading to chapter i. is, "In which John sows the wind," and to

chapter ii. , "In which John reaps the whirlwind."

His portrait of the poor crazy-brained creature, Lord George Gordon, who sowed
the wind which the country was to reap in whirlwind, is excellent.—F. Map.zials, in

Life of Dickens, " Great Writers " Series.

Sow.—To have the u-rong sow hy the ear—to have captured the wrong
individual. Also " the right sow. " F.

However, this time he'd got the wrong sow by the ear.—T. Hughes.
"It's all right, old fellow," he said, clapping his hand on Crawley's shoulder;

"we've got the right sow by the ear at last."—A. Trollope.

Spade.—To call a .ipade a spade—to use plain langtiage ; to be straight-

forward in the terms one uses. P.

Viola, when will you leave off using such terrible words ? Our poor father always

said he never knew such a girl for calling a spade a spade.

—

Fi.orknce IMarhvat.
She was not an epitome of all the virtues, but a woman of a decided temper, not

used to mince matters, and calling a spade a spade.

—

Mrs. Oliphant.

Spanish.—A Spanish castle—something visionary and unreal. P. See

Chateaux ex Espagne.

Nellie le Strange, with her light heart, her tumble-down Spanish castles (dreanis

never to l)c realized), and her silly little tender jokes, has gone away.—Uhoda
Brouohton.
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Speak.—To speak volumes—to furnish ample testimony. P.

Does it not, then, speak volumes as to what the instinctive revolt of the attitude
is, to find her taking it quite as a matter of course that a high-bred, well-behaved
young lady of eighteen should be roused to an outbreak like the following 1—Specta-
tor, 1SS7.

To sjwal: of—worth mentioning. P.

They have no institutions of their own to speak of, no public buildings of any
importance.—BesANT.

To speak ^vellfor one—to speak in his favour ; to be to his credit. P.

To sjjeak up—to retort ; to address a superior saucily. C.

This is followed by a disposition on the part of the forewoman to find fault, and
by a determination on the part of the work-girls not to be put upon, with an inten-

tion of speaking up should the occasion arise.

—

Besant.

Spear.—Achilles' speay\ It was said that this spear could both wound
and cure. P.

Whose smile and frown, like to Achilles' spear,

Is able with the change to kill or cure.

—

Shakespeare.

Spelling.—A spelling bee—a gathering where prizes are given to the

persons who are best at spelling. These competitions were veiy

popular in Great Britain about the year 1876.

It was also spelled in a manner disapproved by the great Butter, and disallowed

by speUing bees.

—

^Besant.

Sphinx.—The Sphinx's riddle. Tlie vSphinx was a she-monster who is

said to have proposed a riddle to the Thebans, and to have murcfered

all who failed to guess it. ffidipus was finally successful in guessing

it, whereupon she killed herself. P.

What solution, if any, have you found for the labour question ? It was tlie

Sphinx's riddle of the nineteenth century.—E. Bellamy.

Spick.—Spick and span—very neat and trim. F.

A spick and span new gig at the door.

—

Haliburton.
" Because," said Belle

—
" because, Mr. Ludgate, the furniture of this house is as

old as Methusalem ; and my friend, Mrs. Pinilico, said yesterday it was a shame to

be seen: and so, to be sure, it is, compared with lier own, which is spick and span
new."—Maria Edgewokth.

Spin.—To spin a yarn—to tell a story. C. A sailor's phrase.

Blow-hard (as the boys called him) was a dry old file, with mucli kin

humour, and a capital spinner of a yarn.—T. IIuoiies.

Spirits.—Out of spirits—melancholy; gloomy; sad. P.

lie was out of spirits ; he had grown very silent ; he did not read : it sci

he Iiad something on liis mind.—R. L. Stevenson.

Spliced.— To ijet spliced—to bo married. S. A sailor's phrase



Split [ 309 ] Sponge

Split.—To split on a fribiid— to inform against him ; to reveal a scheme

ill which he was concerned ; to betray him. 8.

Kobinson sighed. "What is the matter?" said his luaster, trying to twist his liead

round.

"Nothing; only I am afraid tliey—they won't split. Fellows of that sort don t

split on a comrade where tliey can get no good by it."—C. Reade.

To -split with—to quarrel with ; to separate from. F.

SiAit up—havmg long legs. S.

The favourite came from Lincolnshire, a tall, well-spUt-up fellow.

To split hairs—to indulge in over-re*iiied arguments. P.

No splitter of hairs was he.—C. Ee.\de.

Spoil.—To spoil the Egyptians—to get siqiplies from one's enemies. P.

A Scriptural phrase (Ex. xii. 36).

More, he might even be able to spoil that Egyptian George, giving him less than

his due.—H. E. Haggard.
" It would be a spoiling of the Egyptians perfectly justifiable," said Maurice.

—

Mrs. E. Lynx Listox.

To spoilfor ajiijht—to be very anxious for a fight. F.

"You seem to be spoiling for a tight," remarked Bracknell. "I don't know that

I have any grievance against you, but 111 try my best to indulge you by discovering

one."—W. E. NoRRis.

Spoke.—To put a spioke in another's icheel—to arrest his progress ; to

hinder his schemes. C.

You have put a most formidable spoke in my wheel by preventing the extension of

the borough.—W. E. Norris, in Good Words, 1S87.

Sponge.—To sponge upon another—to get money or food in a mean
way ; to take advantage of another's good nature to obtain money
from him, or a place at his table. P.

The ant lives upon her own honesty ; whereas the fly is an intruder and a common
smell-feast, that sponges upon other people's trenchers.

—

L'Estrange.
He could not allow people to say of him that it was an easy matter to abandon his

own income, as he was able to sponge on that of another person.—A. Trollope.

To throti; up the sponge—to confess oneself vanquished ; to yield. F.

In i)ugilistic encounters the two principals are accompanied by seconds.

After each round these seconds wipe the faces of the principals and

prepare them for the next round. When a principal refuses to enter

for another round, his second throws up the sponge.

Had it not been for lier, French would have collapsed, and perhaps would have

thrown up the sponge.— Mr-<. E. Lynk Linton.

Brooke cannot find it in his heart to stop them just yet, so the round goes on, the

Slogger waiting for Tom, and reserving all his st'enfrth to hit him out should he

come in for the wrestling dodge asrain ; for he feels that must be stopped, or hii»

sponge will soon go up in the air.—T. Hughes.
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Spoon.—It takes a Ion;/ xjioon to sup vnth him—lie is a devil or an evil

spirit. C. The proverb runs, "It takes a long spoon to sup with

the devil "—that is, the devil is so crafty tliat if one forms a league

with him, most of the profits are sure to go to him.

"Bespeak a long spoon."
*' Why, Dromio?"
" Marry, he must have a long spoon that must eat with the devil."

—

Shakespeare.
He had voluntarily supped with the devil, and his spoon had been too short.

—

Mils. E. Lynn Linton.

£o7ii ivith a silver spoon in one's mouth—born in wealth an<l luxury. P.

" What ! the settlement I have made is more than enough—five thousand pounds
more than enough. One can see, young fellow, that you were born with a silver

sjjoon in your moUth."

—

Longmans' Magazine, ISSG.

Born ivith a golden spoon in one's mouth—born to great splendour ; heir

to great wealth. C.

The result of his training has been to make him thoroughly discontented with his

present lot, and disposed to consider himself aggrieved much above tlie majority

of his fellow-creatures, because he was not born with a golden spoon in his mouth.

—

Florence Marryat.

To make, a spoon or spml a horn—to succeed m an enterprise or fail

deplorably. F. The phrase is used when an opportunity is furnished

to an untried but energetic person of showing liis skill. There is

always the fear of his ruining the materials.

He may be a good enough sort at cricket or billiards, in a smoking-room or a

drawing-room, but that's about it. He will neither make a spoon nor spoil a horn.

—

Sarah Tytler.
He, on the other hand, with an exceptionally acute and vigorous mind of his own,

and determined to make a spoon or spoil a horn, had little idea of restricting himself

to the ordinary passive part allotted to the "bookseller."

—

Mrs. Olipuant.

Spooney.—Spooney on a girl—foolishly fond of her. F.

"The reason," said she, "why I had never either formed or provoked any attach-

ment was because I was always so spooney on girls."

—

Mistletoe Bough, 1SS5.

George is getting spooney on that girl, or she is getting spooney on him.

—

Flor-
ence Marryat.

Sport.—To sjjort one's oak—to shut one's door to chance visitors. F.

A college phrase, common at O.xford and Cambiidge.

Rumours of high play at cards, of perpetually sported oak (continual seclusion

in his room), non-attendance at chapel, and frequent shirking of classes, lessened the

esteem in which Routh was held by tlie authorities. —Eh.mund Yates.

Ho remembered that he had been concerne<l in the blocking up of that chapel

door and in the sticking of a striking caricature on that superciliously sported oak.

—

Sarau Tvtleu.

Spot.—On the spot—just there; instantly; without change of place. P.

Though they luid caused tlie death of many men during tlio last two yr:irs, they

had not yet, as it happened, murdered a single one on the spot.— C. Rkade.
It was determined upon the spot, according as tlio oiatory on either aide pre-

vailed.—Swift.
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Spout.— Uj) (he spoilt—at the pawnbroker's. S.

There's that dressing-case cost me two huiulred— tliat is, I owe two for it; and the

gold tops and bottles must be worth thirty or forty. I'lcasc to put thai up tlio spout,

ma'am, with my pins, and rings, and watch, and chain, and tilings. Tiiackkkav.
I haven't a suit of clothes fit to go in, even my Cbarrister'.s) wig and gown are up

the spout together.— D. C'hkistie Mubrav.

Sprat.— To throw a sprat to catch a ivhah—to venture something small

in orilcr to obtiiin a large return. C.

" What are you at? Are you mad, Tom ? Why, there goes five pounds. Wliat a

sin !

"

"Did you never hear of the man that flung away a .«prat to catch a wluile?"

—

C. Reade.

Spread.—Spread-eafjhism—(a) boastful American patriotism. P. Com-
pare it with English Jingoism and French Chauvinism.

When we talk of spread-eagleism, we are generally thinking of the United States;

but the real spread-eagleism is that, not of the AmLrican Republic, but of the Rus-
sian Empire.

—

FortaUjhtly Review, 18S7.

Hush, my lord ! You forget that you are a British peer. No spread-eagle for

you.—Besan't.

(b) any kind of blatant patriotism. P.

Among educated people his (Viscount Wolseley's) spread-eagleism may bo left to

work its own ridicule.

—

S(^ottish Leader, 1S50.

Spring.— To sprUuj a mine upon one—to surprise one; to lay a plot

and announce suddenly its completion. P.

" But, my dear Samuel, this is so altogether unexpected."
" So is the discovery of the manuscript," put in the young fellow with pitiless

logic.

"It is like springing a mine on me, my lad."

—

James Payn.

To spring to one's feet—to rise up suddenly. P.

He sprang to his feet, and pushed the woman, a buxom party of nbout thirty, from
him.—H. R. H.aogard.

Spur.—On the spur of the moment—acting under the first impulse,

without reflection. P.

The criticism offered on the spur of the moment had been, in reality, advanced by
way of protest against the whole document.

—

James Payn.

To win one's spurs—to gain a reputation. P. Originally used of feudal

warriors who, by doing some deed of valour, won the sjjurs of knight-

hood.

The encounter in which Charles Townshend won his spurs was only a priliminary

skirmish.

—

Trevelyan.

Square.—All square—all right ; quite satisfactory. F.

" Sit still; it will be all square."

But in his heart he knew that it was not all square, and t'lat tlity were in immi-

nent danger of death from drowning.— H. E. Haocakd.
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On ov upon the squart—honourable; fair; even; honourably; fairly. C.

If you think it fair

Amongst known cheats to i>lay upon the square,

You'll be undone.

—

Rochester.
Ain't it all on the square? AVhat have you got to say to that?—T. Hughes.
For now I'm upon the square with you (I am treating you openly and fairly), I

must be straight as an arrow.

—

Maria Edgewokth.

To square—to settle; to adjust. P.

Lady Parker will square accounts by sending you a card for a garden party nest

July.—Miss Braddos.

To square up—to take the attitude of a boxer; to clench tlie fists and

prepare to fight. C.

The speaker proceeded to square up to George in a most determined way.—H. R.

Haggard.

To square off—i\\e same as square up. C.

He felt as a peaceful citizen might feel who had squared off at a stranger for some
supposed wrong, and suddenly discovered that he was undertaking to chastise Mr.

Dick Curtis, the " pet of the Fancy," or Mr. Joshua Hudson, " the John Bull

fighter."—O. W. Holme-s.

^ To square anything to or icith—to make it agree with. P.

Eye me, blest Providence, and square my trial

To my proportioned strength.

—

Milton.
Fortune, accident—call it ratlier providence—has placed you in a certain station,

and it is fit for you to fulfil the duties of that station without repining or restlessness,

because, forsooth, it does not happen to square exactly with some vague notions of

your own.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

To break squares—to depart from an accustomed order. C.

To break no squares—to give no offence ; to make no diiference. C.

A square meal—a full meal which satisfies. F.

Talleyrand, even at the age of eighty, ate but one square meal a day.

—

Saturday
Review, ISSS.

Square-toes—a contemptuous name for a person of strict morals. F.

The Puritans wore slioes of this sliapc.

I never shall forget the solemn remonstrances of our old square-toes of a rector at

Hackham.

—

Thackeray.

To call it square—to consider matters settled ; to make no furtlier

claim. F.

I don't Vtink I ever did Eogers any wrong, and 1 never did think so; but if I dui
do it

—

if I did—I'm willing to call it square, if I never see a cent of money back
again.—W. D. Howells.

Stab.—On the 'stab—paid regular weekly wages; on tlie stafl" of a tlrm

S. '8tab is licre a contraction for " establishment."
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Stable.—To lock or shut the t<tahh-door whai Iht stted is doltti—to take

precautions wlien too late. P.

The emperor of Austria, who has given a great deal of time and patient labour to

the reorganization of the Austro-Hungarian army, is, it is understood, pleased with

the recent development of tlie powers of mobilization of the Austrian cavalry. But
this is rather a case of shutting the stable-door when the steed is stolen. The
Russians had a very long start, and it is probable they still maintain it.

—

Fortnightly

Riikw, 1SS7.

Staff.—To liave the better end of the staff—to liave tlie superiority. C.

Miss Byron, I have had the better end of the staff, I believe?

—

Richakdson.

Stage.—A stafje whisper—a wliisper tliat can be heard by many. P.

Stake.—At stake—in peril; about to be contended for. P.

He wrote to tell the king that the honour of himself and his brother sovereigns,

whose consciences they directed, was at stake.

—

National Review, 1887.
" Do not speak of him, Johnny."
" I must speak of him. A man isn't to hold his tongue when everything he has

in the world is at stake."— A. TROLLorE.

Stake and rice—a wattled fence. Provincial English.

Stale.^To lie in stale—to lie in ambusli. Provincial English.

Stall.—To stall a debt—to refrain from pressing its payment. Pro-

vincial English.

Stall your mu<j—be off; go away. S.

Stand.— To stand by—(a) to be faithful; to assist in a difficulty. P.

The man that stands by me in trouble I won't bid him go when the sun shines

again.—C. Eeade.

(/*) to be ready ; to hold oneself in readiness. A nautical use.

Standing-by is sailors' English for being ready.—J. Holdswohth.
" What did you say, Captain Cuttle ? " inquired Walter.

"Stand by!" returned the captain thoughtfully.

—

Dickens.

To stand at ease—to take the restful position allowed to soldiers in the

intervals of drill. P.

By their rattles and slaps they're not standing at ease.

—

Barham.

To stand on end—to stand erect. P. Generally said of the hair of a

person who has got a frigiit.

When I think of the souls of the people in that poor village, my hair literally

stands on end.—A. Trollofe.
My hair stood on my head like quills.—K. L. Stevenson.

To stand to reason—to be logically certain; to be an uudouljted fact. P.

If you were heir to a duktdoni and a thousand pounds a day, do you mean to say

you would not wish for jiossefsion? Pooh ! And it stands to reason that every

great man, having experienced this feeling towards his fathir, mut br aware that

his son entertains it towards himself —Thackeray
It stands to reason that I must either be driven a'ong with the crowd or else be

left behind —A. Trollope.
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To stand on ceremony—to act with reserve ; to be stiff and ceremonious

in behaviour; to be backward. P.

Mordecai absolutely refused (this bond), declaring that now he had the power he
would use it to obtain the utmost penny of his debt ; . . . . that a man lying on his

death-bed was no excuse to a creditor; that he was not going to stand on ceremony
about disturbing a gentleman in his last moments.

—

Maria Eduewoeth.

To stand in one's U<jht—to hinder his advancement. P.

Don't stand in the poor girl's light; for pity's sake, George, leave us in peace.

—

C. Keade.
At seventy, as at twenty-seven, he is found standing in his own light on many

occasions through nervous fear.

—

Leisure Hour, 1SS6.

To stand in need of—to require ; to be m want of. P.

I stood in need of a comfortable dinner.

—

Goldsmith.
She afterwards took him downstairs and gave him some supper, of which he stood

in great need.

—

James Payn.
So I proposed that we should try to go out and get a bath, of which we stood sadly

in need.—H. E. Haggard.

To stand to—{a) to uphold ; to be faithful to. C.

" My lady, whatever I say you'll stand to ?

"

" Whatever you say I'll stand to."— C. Eeade

{h) to oppose in a duel ; Jo be a match for. C.

"A regular Turk," answered Fagan ; adding, "I never yet knew the man who
stood to Captain Quin."

—

Thackeray.

To stand to one's <jun—to offer resistance ; to defend oneself. C.

Titmouse, though greatly alarmed, stood to his gun pretty steadily.—S. Wabren.

To stand treat—to j^ay the expenses of any feasting or merriment. C.

He ordered in a glass of negus from the adjoining public-house, after some discus-

sion, which ended in an agreement that he should stand treat that night, and Tit-

mouse on the ensuing one.—S. Warren.

To stand out—to object ; to refuse to agree ; to separate oneself from

others, P.

If the ladies will stand out, let them remember that the jury is not all agreed.

—

Swift.

He always stands out and higgles, and actually tires them till he gets a bargain.

—

Goldsmith.
Miss Monica Thome stood out, but Mrs. Grantly gave way.—A. Tkollope.

To stand in good stead—to be useful ; to jjrove of good service. P.

" I pique myself on my wisdom there, Arthur, and as an old fellow to whom wis-

dom has become cheap, I can bestow it upon you."
" Thank you. It may stand me in good stead some day."

—

George Eliot.

To stand over—to be delayed ; to be set aside for a time. P.

lie had a habit of giving and lending whenever he was asked, also of buying what-

ever chanced to take his fancy, and payint; for it or letting payment stand over

according as he happened to have money in his pocket or not at tlie time.— (/ourf

Words, 1SS7.
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To stand up for—to champion; to speak in dufuiice of. V.

You are always standing up for tlio black peoijlc, whom the Boers liate.— II. E.

IIauoakd.

To a/and one's friend—to prove faitliful and friendly in a dillicidty or a

crisis. C.

-Mrs. Dolly regularly expected that Kllen should, as she called it, stand her fiiciid

in these altercations. —Maria Edoeworth.

To stand on one's own bottom—to be independent. C. .Still found in

its original form, " Let every vat (or tub) stand on its own bottom."

Suijpose an Irishman in England were to speak in praise or abuse of the country,

would one be particularly pleased or annoyed ? One would be glad that the man
liked his trip; but as for his good or bad opinion of the country, the country stands

on its own bottom, superior to any man or men.

—

Thackeray.
But I think it's better to let every tub stand on its own bottom.—Hugh Conway.

.1 standing/ dish—a dish or article of diet which regularly appears av

table. C.

Standintj orders—general rules or instructions constantly in force.

Star.—//iA' star is in the ascendant—he is lucky ; fortune favours liim. P.

His feelings of resentment became more lively, and not the less so because the

exi)ression of them had been stifled, while he had considered the star of Titmouse to

be in the ascendant.—S. Warren.

A man's good star—a lucky influence affecting his life. P.

"Yes," said Ella patiently; "she was, of course, the Pre"—(her good star just

saved her from saying the Pretender)
—

" Prince Charlie in disguise."

—

James Payn.

The Stars and Strijx-s, or the Star-spanijh:d Banner—the flag of the

United States. P.

If I were a AVest Indian, I should feel that under the Stars and Stripes I should be

safer than I was at present from political experimentiDg.— J. A. Fboude.

I don't want to see my husband walking into his proper place in Westminster with

Stars and Stripes flying over his head.

—

Besant.

Being a sharp fellow, he has acquainted himself thoroughly with the geography

of that country, and the amount of capital requisite to enable a man to set up for

himself under the Star-spangled Banner.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

Stare.— yo stare in the face—to be very evident; to threaten; to be

ready to overwhelm. P.

Is it possible for people without scruple to offend against the law, whicli they

c.irry about them in indelible characters, and that stares them in the face whilst

tliey are breaking it?

—

Locke.

Statice.—Like statice or stacia or sisfy. A plirase used in eompaiing or

estimating things. S. Statice is a plant tliat grows among rocks by

the sea-shore.

It is the most costly government in the world, considering our means. We are

actually eaten up hy it; it is a most plaguy sore, and has spread like statice till it

has got its root into the very core.—IIaliburtok.
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Status.— The status quo—the position in which affairs actually are; the

present situation of affairs. P. Latin.

It was hardly too much to assume that a little fui'ther thought, a little more con-

sideration of future i)robabilities, would have led to the maintenance of the status

quo.—Good Worth, l!iS7.

Stave.—To stare off—to prevent; to keep back for a time aiul with

difficulty. P.

I have more influence in the land than you know of. Perhaps, even, I could stave

off the war.—H. E. Haggard.

Stays.—/« stays. A sea phrase, applied to a vessel which is tacking,

and whose sails are shivering and have not yet filled ui the new
tack. P.

" My pretty Patty," laughed her cousin, " if you knew anything of nautical

matters, you would see tliat it was not a cutter yacht, for she has more than one

mast; though, certainly, as you saw her, she seemed to have but one, for she was
just coming about, and was in stays."

—

Verdant Green.

Steal.— To steal a march ujwn—to gain an advantage over an enemy
or a competitor without his knowing it; to act before another is

aware. P.

I long to see you happy—long to behold the choice of such a heart as yours. Pray,

do not steal a march upon me ; let me know in time.

—

Maria Edgeworth.
At last, one morning, happening to awake earlier than usual, he stole a march on

his nurses, and, taking his stick, walked out and tottered into the jaiL—C. Keaue.

Stick.—A stick-in-the-mud—a slow person who is wholly without the

spirit of enterprise or adventure. F.

This rusty-coloured one is that respectable old stick-in-the-mud, Nictas. — T.

Hughes.

To stick by—to be faithful to ; not to desert. P.

He thought what a savage, determined man Osborne was, and how he stuck by his

word.—Thackeray.

To stick at—to be scrupulous about. P.

" I came here to night to rob your house," he said. " I have been lying beneath
your bed for hours, rehearsing as to how it should be done, and resolved, if I met
any resistance, to do worse than rob, for I am one that sticks at nothing."—Jame.s
Payn.
Such women as Hester Beverley, who do not stick at telling a falsehood, will not

hesitate to listen at a door.

—

Florence Markyat.

To stick out—to be stubborn ; to refuse to accede. P.

He would have clearly liked to stick out; but there was something about tlie lot

of us that meant mischief, and at last he struck.—K. L. Stevenson.

To slick to one's colours—to be faithful to a cause; to refuse to yield. P.

The lady had made a great mistake in putting her supremacy to a test so crucial,

but, having made it, slie stuck to her colours.

—

James Payn.

\r,'o stick up for—to champion ; to speak in defence of. C.

I'll stick up for the pretty woman preaching —George Eliox.
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A poor stick—a person without character or energy. C.

He was a poor stick to make a preacher on (of).— Haliburton.

To cut one's stick—to go off. S.

It was plagiiy lucky for the doctor, I can tell you, that he cut his stick as he did,

and made himself scarce, for Alden was an ugly customer.— Hali burton.

To stick in—to persevere. F.

To ittick on—to overcharge ; to defraud. F.

To stick one\<^ spoon in the vail—to die. S.

Stiff.—To do a bit of stiff—to give money for a bill ; to cash a bill. S.

I wish you'd do me a bit of stiff, and just tell your father if I may overdraw my
account I'U vote with him.

—

Thackeray.

A stiff 'tin—a corpse. S.

Stile.—To help {a lame dog) over a stile—to assist a poor fellow in a

difficulty. F.

I can help a lame dog over a stile (which was Mark's phrase for doing a generous

thing).—C. KixosLEV.

Still.—^till voters run deep—silent and undemonstrative people have

generally great powers of thought and action. C.

"What, kissing her hand, and he a clergyman!" said Miss Dunstable. "I did

not think they ever did such things, Mr. Kobarts."
" Still waters run deepest," said Mrs. Harold Smith.—A. Trolloce.

Stir.—Stir-up Sunday—\he Sunday just before Advent. S. The Col-

lect or Church prayer for this day begins with the words, " Stir up,

Lord, we beseech thee." Schoolboys who are looking forward at

this time to the Christmas vacation irreverently "stir up" or poke

each other's sides on this day.

Stock.—To make stock of—to draw profit from ; to make use of for one's

own benefit. C.

They could not have made stock of it, as Susie would have done in the circum-

stances.—Sarah Tytler.

A stock phrase—z.n expression in constant use l)y a person, so that it has

become a mannerism. P.

And the poor boy seemed to see under the humble stock phrases in which they

talked of their labours of love, and the future reward of their present humiliation, a

deep and hardly hidden pride.—C. Kingslev.

.9/orZ--i»-/ra^Z€—marketable articles; the goods which a merchant wishes

to dispose of. P. Also used of the accomplishments or ])ossessions

which a man can turn into money.

All his .show was on his back, as he said. His carriage, with the fine gelding, was

a i)art of his stock-in-trade.—Thackeray.
She has ideals, convictions, aspirations—a whole stock-in-iradc of things that a

good many girls seem to get on very well without—Wm. Black.
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To take stock of—to observe and estimate ; to watch minutely. P.

" You seem to have observed him very closely, considering your opportunities."
" I have. It is my trade to take stock of my fellow-creatures."

—

J,\mes Payn.
Though the countess is certainly taking stock of Miss Rayne, when she considers

herself unnoticed, it is with anything but a gratified exjjression on her countenance.
—Florence Marryat.

To take .'ifock in—to value; to regard with tnist or confidence. P.

Marse Dab himself, however, never appeared to take much stock in the genea-

logical advantages he enjoyed.

—

Blackvwod's Mwjazine, IS'^T.

Stolen.—Stolen fruit—said of something wliich is very sweet. C.

It was so sweet to hear Edward praised by one who did not know us; it was like

stolen fruit.—C. Reade.

Stone.—Stone-throviinci—finding fault with one's neiglihour.s. P. No
doubt taken from Christ's saying, " He that is M'ithont blame among

you, let him first cast a stone at her " (John viii. 7).

The stone-throwing spirit, the self-depreciation of the capital, and the occasional

outbursts of Nihilism, are only the natural results of the autocratic system.

—

Fort-

nightly Revieu; 1SS7.

Stone-hlind—completely V>lind. P.

He is considered a rich man, and, being stone-blind, he sent for this girl —
Captaim Marry'.-vt.

A stone\s-throiu—a short distance ; a lumdred yards or more. P.

Rebecca and her husband were but a few stone's-throws from the lodgings which

the invalid Miss Crawley occupied.

—

Thackeray.

To leave no stone unturned—to adopt every possible metliod of search or

inquiry ; to take every possible means towards gaining an object. P.

A phrase borrowed from the Greek dramatist Euripides. Polyci-ates

asked the Delphic oracle Iiow best to find the treasure buried by

Mardonius, the general of Xerxes, on the field of Platea. Tlie oracle

replied, " Turn every stone" (Panta kinesai petron).

But Mr. Irwine '11 leave no stone unturned with the judge—you may rely upon
that, Adam.

—

George Eliot
" We shan't leave a stone unturned on either side," said Mr. Quirk.—S. "Warken.

Stool.— To fall between tiro stools—to adopt two plans of action, and to

fail ; to lose oneself l)y trusting to two supports instead of boldly

clioosing a single one. P.

What on earth should she do ? Fall to the ground between two stools ? No ; that
was a man's trick, and she was a woman, every inch.—C. Rf..\de
And they were very merry—so that no one would have thought that .Johnny was

a despondent lover, now bent on throwing the dice for his last .stake; or that Lily
was aware that .she was in the presence of one lover, and that she was like to fall

between two stools (having two lovers, neitlier of whom could servo her turn).—
A. Trollope.

Store.— To set store In/ or on—to value: to think highly of. P.

An artist sketched a likeness of the young declaimcr, on which, in after days,
those who were fondest of him set not a little store.-Oeoroe Eliot.
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//( slore—ready ; waiting ; soon to disclose itself. V.

If he portrays persons generally as well as he does places (as I do not doubt) there

must be another treat in store for us.

—

James P.wn.
Little anticipating the checkered ills in store for liim.—W. Irvino.

Story.— Weak- in the ripper story—crazy ; fccble-miiulcd. F.

Stove.— The store-pipe hat—the tall silk hat. C.

About the only monstrosity I saw in the British man's dress was the stove-pipe

hat— licuROUciii-s.

Straight.—A straiijkt tip—private and correct information. S.

All he had to do was to give him the straight tip, and let him go and buy.—
Besant.
AVe got the straight tip ; that's all you need know.—Miss Eraddon.

Strain.— To strain at a gnat—to make difficiilties about something in-

significant. P. A Scriptural phrase (Matt, xxiii. 34).

^. You are just the chap to strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel.

—

Haliburton.

Strait.—A strait jacket or vaisfcoat—an article of dress ptit on a mad-
man when he is unruly. P.

George Gaunt is accredited to a keeper, who has invested him with the order of the

Strait Waistcoat.—THArKERAY.
£.rj).—George Gaunt, instead of going as a secretary of legation to a foreign

court, has been intrusted to a keeper, and is watched as a madman.

Straw.—J/y eyes draw stravs—I am very sleepy. C.

Lady Anx. I'm very sure 'tis time for all honest folks to go to bed.

Miss. Indeed my eyes draw straws (I am almost asleep).—Swirx.

The last strair—that which finally causes a catastrophe; an event simple in

itself, but able, in conjunction with other things, to caiise a calamity.

P. Tlie proverb runs :
" It is the last straw which breaks the camel's

back."

If there are any real tragedies being acted out in Oldbury just now, you may de-

pend upon it they are unsuspected ones, or that all the good people are busy heaping
last straws on the fainting camel's back.

—

.\nxie Keary.
Identification would mean loss of credit, the last straw in many cases.

—

Spectator,

1SS7.

Not to care a straic or two strarrs—to be perfectly indifferent. P. A
straw is the symbol of what is worthless.

I don't think she could have cared two straws about the woman.

—

Murray's Maga-
zine, 1SS7.

A straw hid—a worthless bid (at an auction). P. The Indder in such a

case is unable to pay if the article is knocked down to him.

A man of straw—a creature evolved from .the fancy, and wholly uidike

the real person ; an unreal person ; a dummy. P.

The man of straw who offers bail is furnished the money by those wlio stimulated

the outrage.— ('. Reaiie.

Major, there's a man of straw in that house.—G. J. AVhyte-Melville.
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You bring me a party that will give me enough for those mills to clear me of you,

and I'll talk to you. But don't come you here with any man of straw.—W. D.
HOWELLS.
The conduct of the whole dialogue is masterly. Both Milton and Cowley sustain

their parts with admirable propriety. It is no sham fight in which one of the inter-

locutors is a man of straw, set up only to be knocked down.—J. Cotter Morison.

Strephon.—Sfrrphon and Phyl/is—a pair of rustic lovers, generally

taken as typical of a sentimental young man and his sweetheart. P.

He brought his lovely wife to a romantic-looking cottage, covered with roses and
myrtle, and there their Strephon and Phyllis-like existence had commenced.

—

Florence Marryat.

Strike.—To strike work—to refuse to work until better terms are

promised. P.

A number of functions, in fact, struck work.—H. Drummond.

To strike one's colours or Jlag—to surrender. P.

Anastasie was aware of defeat ; she struck her colours instantly.—R. L. Stevenson.
The flush of victory, the intoxication (jf success, had passed over to another ; and

it was he who had to strike his flag and own himself defeated.

—

Mrs. E. Lynn
Linton.

Strike me luck or lucky. An old phrase, useil when a bargain was made,

and money exclaanged in token thereof.

" Come, strike me luck with earnest, and draw the writings."

"There's a God's penny for thee."

—

Beaumont and Fletcher.

To strike a bargain—to conclude a bargain. P. The striking of hands

was a sign of a bargain being conch;ded.

Mr. Miles answered by offering to bet he should make the best servant jn the

street ; and, strange to say, the bargain was struck, and he did turn out a model
servant.—C. Reade.

To strike all of a heap—to astonish ; to dumfounder. F.

I ran to Paley and told him what had befallen upon the house. He was not struck

all of a heap, as I thought he would be.—C. Reade.

Strike while the iron is hot—do not miss a favourable opportunity ; act

when the conditions are favouralde. P.

" Let George cut in and win her," was his advice. " Strike while the iron's hot,

you know—while she's fresh to the town."

—

Thackeray.

To strike up—to Ijegin ; to set on foot. C. Generally said of music.

An introduction took place between the squire and the clergyman's volatile pupil,

which struck up an immediate alliance of obliger and obliged.—G. J. Wiiyte-
Melville.

I fancy it requires more tlian ordinary spirit now for a good old gentleman, at the

head of his family table, to strike up a good old family song.

—

Thai kehav.

To strike in—to make an al)i'upt entry into a conversation. P. See

Cut IX.

But at this moinont the lieutenant struck in. " Oh, that is <iuite foolLsh ! " he cried.

—Wm. Black.
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To strike ones tent—to depart. C.

However, he had amassed a good deal of money In this gambling hell of his ; and
so he was able to persuade a few of liis meaner dependants to strike their tents along

with him, and go out into the wilderness.—Wii. Black.

Struck.—Sfrurl: upon—attracted by. V. An Aincricanisin.

" But that young man liad perfect ways."
" Seem struck upon Irene?" asked the colonel.—W. D. Howells.

Stuck.—Stuck np—proud ; conceited. F.

" They didn't seem stuck up," urged his wife.—W. D. Howells.

Study.—A hrown sfiidi/—a state of mental absorption ; a dreamy condi-

tion of mind. P.

He'll poison his patients some day wlien he's in a brown study.

—

Flokence
M.^RRYAT.

Stump.—To stump -up—to pay out money. S.

Why don't you ask your old governor to stump up ?—Dickens.

On the stump—lecturing ; on a lecturing tour. F.

Sua'Viter.—Suaviter in viodo—possessing tact ; having a pleasant mode
of dealing. P. Latin. The full plirase is Suaviter in modo, fortiter

in re, "Pleasant in the manner of carrying out an enterprise, firm in

the business itself.

"

Let Mr. Slope be i\\e fortiter in re, he himself would pour in the suaviter in modo.
—A. Trollope.

Sub,—Suh rosa—in confidence ; secretly. P. The Latin form of '
' Under

the rose." See Rose.

By-tho-by, I wonder some of you lawyers (sub rosa, of course) have not quoted the

pithy line of Mandeville.—3. T. Coleridge.

Such.—Such and such—certain. An adjective phrase, which saves the

need of using a definite numeral or other adjective. P.

She had written to him to say tliat she would be at her fatlier's on such and such a

morning, and he had gone to her there.—A. Tkollope.
She had always been accustomed to such and such things ; there was no possibility

of living without them.

—

Maiua Kdgewortii.

Sugar.—A szirjar-plum—something very nice. C.

For tliis pretty toy Mr. Conway Dalrymple liad picked up a gilt sugarplum tii tlio

tune of six hundred pounds.—A. Trollote.

Sui.—Sni generis—peculiar ; belonging to a class apart ; not like anything

else. P. Latin.

Not a Clinton, nor yet a Carew, she was sui generis, and supreme.—Mits. E. Lynn
Linton.

21



Summer [ 322 ] Swear

Summer.— The little summer of St. Luke—a mild spell of weather which

usually comes about the middle of October. St. Luke's Day, the ISth

of October, gives it the name.

Indian summer. See Indian.

Sunslline.—To have been in the minshiue—to be drunk. F.

He was in that condition which his groom indicated with poetic ambiguity by say-

ing, that " master had been in the sunshine."

—

Geouge Eliot.

Sup.^7^0 su}} liith Pluto—to die. P. Pluto was the Latin god of the

infernal regions, where the spirits of the dead existed.

Supper.—To set one his supper—to perform a feat that cannot be imi-

tated or surpassed. F.

Sure.—As sure as a gun—certainly ; without fail. F.

" As sure as a gun," said she, " that must be the knock of the post."

—

Macaulat.

To he sure—certainly ; no doubt. C. An exclamation having no de-

cided force or meaning.

Lord ! what a life mine is, to be sure.—S. Waeben.

Surprise.—A surprise piarty—a party of friends who appear imex-

pectedly at the house of some one of their acquaintance, bringing food

with them. This is usually done in the evening. P. An American

custom.

Swallow.—One swallow does not male a summer—we nnist not frame a

general law from one single phenomenon. P.

" When the Family Galas were about to be executed unjustly, with the consent of

all the lawyers and statesmen in France, one man in the nation saw the error, and
fought for the innocent, and saved them f and that one wise man in a nation of fools

was a writer of fiction."

" One swallow does not make a summer, for all that."—C. Eeade.

Swear.— To swear hy another—to be an imitator or admiring follower ;

to admire all his actions ; to ha-\-e full confidence in. C.

" I suppose I oughtn't to say it before you," observes Miss Smiles presently, " be-

cause, of course, you swear by everything British."

—

Florence Makuyat.
Gilbert smiled. " The performance was not quite such a risky one as it looked, I

think ; but, of course, that is the sort of tiling that makes these people swear by

Monckton."—Good! Words, 18S7.

To sivear in—(of a magistrate) to engage formally the services of men
for the government. P.

Governor Lanyon is sending Eaaf down with power to swear in special constables,

and enforce the law at Potchefstroom.—H. E. HAcuiARD.

To sivear like a trooper—to use profane language freclj'. P.

She was perfectly tipsy, screaming and fighting like a Billingsgate flshwonian, and
swearing like a trooi)er.—Florence Maruyat.

t
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To sicear of—to renounce ; to give up. C. Often used intrausitively.

" Will you liave a drink with us, Jack ?
"

" No, mate, I have sworn off "' (given up drinking).

To swear out—to renounce ; to give up. Old-fasliioned.

Your grace hath sworn out house-keeping.

—

Shakespeare.

Sweat.—The sweai ozone's brow ot face—hard labour. P.

"In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground.
—Genesis Hi. JO.

'Tis the sweat of our brow, Tummus, none of 'em (them) think on (of).

—

Black-
more.
In this practice, indeed, he imitated some of the most renowned geniuses of the

age, who have laboured in secret with the sweat of their brows for many a repartee.

—

Smollett.

Sweet.—Sweet on or upon—attached to ; liaving a fancy for. F.

" Mark my words, Kawdon," she said. " You will have Miss Sharp one day for

your relation."

"What relation,—my cousin, hey, Mrs. Bute? James sweet on her, hey V" in-

quired the waggish officer.

—

Thackeray.

A sweet tooth—a likmg for sweetmeats and dainties. P.

All people with healthy physical appetites have a sweet tooth somewhere in their

heads.

—

Macmillan's Magazine, 1SS7.

I know she has a sweet tooth still in her head.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

One's sweet will—uncontrolled wishes ; the unrestrained desires of one's

heart. C. A phrase generally used soniewhat sarcastically.

If only the idealists can have their way, and work out the yearnings of their own
sweet will, we shall soon be a teetotal, vegetarian, and non-tobacco-smoking people.

—Faniilij Herald (quoted in Edinburgh Rivicw, 1SS7).

At any rate, Grace made no attempt to do anything of the kind, but wandered at

her own sweet will within the limits of her own parole.

—

Blackmore.

Swell.—The swell moh—people of bad character ; men who prey on the

vices or follies of others. F.

The fact was that he had been one of the swell mob.— Captain Marryat.
When he had worn something of tlie air of a dandy, or, at the worst, of a success-

ful swell-mobsman.—D. Christie Murray.

Swim.—In the swim—in the current of events ; acquainted with all that

is going on. C.

Swing.—In full swing—very busy ; working busily. C.

The street market was in full swing.

—

Besant.

To fjirefull swinrj to—to indulge freely ; to let loose ; to free from con-

trol. P.

But let us return to Nature: do you mean that we are to give full swing to our in-

clination, to throw the reins on the neck of our senses?—M. Arnold.

To hare full suAnr/—to be allowed free and uncontrolled exercise. P.

Every one has his full swing, or goes to th" devil his own w.iv — Hazlttt.
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Swoop.—-A-t one fell sicooj)—with one unlucky blow ; by a single catas-

trophe. P.

At one fell swoop it had cleared the sideboard of glasses, decanters, silver waiters.

—AViLSON.

Swop.—To swojy ho)'ses crossing the stream—to make an exchange at a

critical time when all one's energies should be devoted to the business

in hand. F.

Sword.—At swords' points—bitterly hostile. P.

This the captain took in dudgeon, and they were at swords' points at once.—R. II.

Dana.

The sword of Damocles. Damocles Avas a courtier in the palace of

Dionysius the Elder, ruler of Syracuse. Having extolled the felicity

of princes, he was answered in the following fashion by his master.

He was invited to a sumptuous banquet, and, arrayed in royal robes,

was given the principal seat ; but over his head hung a sword sus-

pended by a single horse-hair. By this Dionysius meant to intimate

the precarious nature of the power and felicity of princes.

When it is said to be the Czar's wish that the aged Emperor of Germany's end

should 4»e peaceful, and that it is only because he would not that his last moments
should be disturbed by the clash of arms that he desists from action, it will be seen

how thin is the thread by which the sword of Damocles is suspended.— .St. Andnivs

Citizen, 1S87.

To put to the sioord—to kill. P.

At swords draion—bitterly hostile. P. See Dagger.

Giovanni belonged to a family wlio, from the earliest times, had been at swords

drawn with the government.—MARTf)N Crawford.

Sydney.—Sydney sider—a convict. S.

There is no euphemism invented yet for the word "convict," which is available

among the labouring class of Australia when a convict is present. Those who think

they know something of them might fancy that "Old hand," " Vandemonian," or

even Sydney sider, were not particularly offensive.—H. Kingslev.

T.—To a T—exactly. C. Perhaps from a T-square.

" "Well," said I, " tlicre i>5 a pretty show of girls, that's certaift ; but thoy wouldn't

condescend to the like of mo. I was thinking there were some of them that would

just suit you to a T."— Halibukton.
The fool forgets thero is an Act of Tarliament, and that we have complied with the

provisions to a T.— C. Keape.
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Table. — To turn the tables — to reverse the position of two rival

jmrties. P.

It was DO light act of courage in those days, my dear boys, for a little fellow to say

his prayers publicly, even at Kugby. A few years later, when Arnold's manly piety

had begun to leaven tlie school, the tables turned. Before he died, in tlie school-

house at least, and I believe in the other houses, the rule was the other way.

—

T. Hu(iHEs.

If Mr. Dillon had said that such an outrage as this was nothing but the turning of

the tables on the atrocities of the penal code, we should not have blamed him.

—

Spectator, 1SS7.

Tahh d'hote — the public dining-table at an hotel. P. A Fi'ench

jjlirase. Literally, the " host's table," from the custom of the land-

lord presiding at the public dinner.

I was very fond of dining at table d'hote anywhere.

—

The Midktoe Boiigh, 1SS5.

Upon the tahle—known to every one ; a matter of public discussion. P.

I will not, however, take up the time of this—I mean your time—by recapitulating

all that I told you on that occasion ; the facts are, so to speak, all upon the tallu,

and I will merely touch upon the main heads of the case.—H. K. Haggajrd.

Tableaux. — Tableaux invants— "living pictures;" dumb representa-

tions, generally of historical scenes, in which the figures are real

people. French. A favourite amusement in social gatherings.

On the 26th of January 1500, having accomplished the first half of his task, he

(Caesar Borgia) entered Rome as a conqueror, on which occasion a representation was
given of the triumpli of Cajsar, witli the various episodes of the life of the .Koman
Cresar, shown in tableaux vivants, suggested by the painter Mantegna.—itactwood's
MiKjnzine, ISSS.

Tag.— Tarj-rar/ and bob-tail—the ill-dressed rabble. P. See Rag-tag.

He invited tag-rag and bob-tail to the wedding.—L'Estrange.

Tail.—To keep the tail in the neater—to thrive ; to prosper. F.

To turn tail—to retreat in an undignified way. C.

" Never thought I should live to turn tail in this way," growled one soldier to

another as they passed out.

—

Ewjlish Illustrated Ma<ja::iia', 1SS7.

Tailor.—J^^ine tailors make a man. An old saying. See Nine.

I believe Pinchin's father to have been a tailor. There is no harm in the craft,

honestly exercised ; but since tlie world began nine tailors have made a man, and

you cannot well see a knight of the shears without asking in your own mind

where he has left his eight brethren.—G. A. Sala.

Take.—To take ahark—to bewilder ; to astonish ; to surprise. P.

"A what?" asked Hardy rather taken aback.—DifKENs.

For to hand in a dead woman might take him aback, as it had taken me.

—

Mks.

Henry Woo d.

To fake back—to recall words that have been spoken ; to retract. C,

" I've disgusted you, I see that; but I didn't mean to. I— I take it back
"

"Oh, there's nothing to take back," said Corey.—W. D. Howells.
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To take home to oneself—io understand comijletely. C.

Jael did not at all take home to herself the peculiar meaning of lier friend's
words.—A. Trollope.

To take after—io resemble ; to imitate. P.

We cannot but think that he has taken after a good pattern.—Atteebuey.
Thank God, you take after your mother's family, Arthur.— GEoiit:E Eliot.

To take the cue—to understand a hint. P,

The ladies took the cue and retired.—C. Eeade.

To take to the road—to become a liighwayman. P.

The pewterer was unfortunate in his business, and took to the road.—G. A. Sal.v.

To take doivn~-(a) to humiliate ; to lower the pretensions of. C.

Our reverend's been taken down a bit since that gent at the hall lit his pipe in
the church porch.—A. Jessopi>, in Nhuteenth Century, 1SS7.

"The fact is," went on the other, "that I thought you wanted taking down a
peg."—Good Words, 1SS7.

(b) to take the place of a scholar higher up in the form. A school
phrase.

(c) to commit to writing spoken words as they are uttered. P.

He wrote letters and took down instructions in shorthand.—Besant.

To take flight—to go off. C.

My good Matilda, I am sick of this. I have been bored to-night, and what is much
worse, I have been snubbed. Suppose we take flight for Cannes ?—&ooi? U'orrfs,
1SS7.

To take in good part—to hear or receive willingly. P.

I will just add one little word, Utterson, that I'm sure you'll take in good part.
This is a private matter, and I beg of you to let it sleep.—R. L. Stevenson.

To take anything to heart—to bear it seriously : to be much affected by
it. P.

The next day he called at Grassmere, Susan met him all smiles, and was more
cheerful than usual. The watcliful man was delighted. " Come ; she docs not take
it to lieart." He did not guess tliat Susan had cried for hours and hours over the
letter.— C. Keade.

To take in hand—to undertake ; to commence working with. P.
But that acquaintances—mere acquaintances—should have taken it in hand to

give her pecuniary assistance, was a humiliation indeed.—James Pavx.

To take hold of—to seize ; to occupy. P.

But there was something in the delicate handwriting and perfume of the letter
that took hold of my im&sma,iion.—MUtldoc Bouijh, 1SS5.

To take in—{a) to deceive ; to delude. P.

"At all events, everybody was very liard upon him, just because they were taken
m," argued Margaret. "If lie had acknowledged what they admired so mucli to
have been his own, they would have seen nothing in it to admire."—James Pav.\.
Here wore two battered London rakes, taking themselves in for a moment and

fancying they were iu love with each other like Phyllis and Corydon.—Tiiackejiav
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(b) to escort to a room. P.

As for Miss Huntley, she rather prided herself upon her immunity from "airs,"

and would have been quite content to accept ]Mr. Uuswell's arm, had that person

been requested to take her in to dinner.—Good Words, 1SS7

(c) to comprehend ; to absorb mentally. P.

It is not to be supposed that he took in everything at one glance.—Dicken.s.

To take q[f'-~(a) to mock at ; to make sport of ; to mimic. P.

Taking off (making fun of) the factory ladies.— IIamburton.

I know the man I would have: a quick-witted, outspoken, incisive feUow....de-

lighU in taking off big wigs and professional gowns, and in tho discmbalming and

unbandaging of all literary mummies.—0. W. Uolme.s.

(b) to munler. Old-fashioned.

The deep damnation of his taking off.—Shakespeajie.

To take oneself off—{a) to go away. C.

Sincerely thankful was he when the meal came to an end, and when Brian, with a

murmured excuse, took himself off.— O-'ood Words, 1SS7.

The stranger suddenly took himself off, and was no more seen by the young lady.—

A. Tkollope.

(b) to commit suicide. C.

" You argue," said Mrs. Wallace, " that in the case of wicked people, the very

best thing they can do is to take themselves off, as you call it, since in so doing they

do the world a service."—James Payn.

To take on—to be afifected ; to be overcome by one's feelings. C.

" Dear heart ! dear heart
!

" cried the squire, who was deeply attached to his

sister; "don't take on so, my dear good Joan."—Blackmore.
"

It is a pity you take on so, JNIiss Briggs," the young lady said, with a cool, slightly

sarcastic air.

" My dearest friend is so ill, and wo-o-o-on't see me," gurgled out Bnggs m an

agony of renewed grief.—THACKEKAy.

In a j)rdty take on—much afifected. F.

She was in a pretty Uke on, too, sir, because, as she said—to use her very words-

she was chiselled out of a dance.—S. Baring-Gould.

To take it out—(a) to take exercise ; to relieve one's physical energies. C.

Her limbs were elastic, so that she seemed when she walked as if she would like

to run, jump, and dance, which, indeed, she would have greatly preferred, only at

Xewnham they take it out at lawn tennis.—Besant.

(b) to obtain an equivalent for a loss sustained. C.

"Can't you keep awake till you have stated your case?" asked Harry. "Come,

old boy; you can Uke it out in slumber afterwards."—Besant.

To take it o^it of a person—to exhaust his energies. P.

So they tried back slowly and sorrowfully, and found the lane, and went limping

down it, plashing in the cold puddly ruts, and beginning to feel how the run had

taken it out of them.—T. Hiohes.

To take part—to share ; to act along with others. P.

Take part in rejoicing for the victory over the Turks.—PorE.
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To take place—to happen. P.

Whether anything of the nature of a family collision had taken place on the

occasion of lier doing so, John Lawrence did not know.

—

Murray's Magazine, 1SS7.

To take stock in. See .Stock.

To take hy storm—to secure by one great effort ; to overcome hy one

single blow. P.

In face and manner and speech she was of those sweetly innocent girls who take

men's hearts by storm.

—

Mrs. H. Wood.
Of course, at my age, I was soon all right again, and going to take the world by

storm to-morrow morning.—C. Keade.

To take to—to apjjly oneself to ; to conceive a liking for. P.

Miss Betsy won't take to her book.

—

Swift.

Men of learning who take to business discharge it generally with greater honesty

than men of the world.

—

Addison.
The squire took to her very kindly (was very well pleased with her).—A. Trollote.

To take to one's bed—to be prosti'atetl by illness. P.

It is quite true that at times he took to his bed.—Letter quoted in Nineteenth

Century, 1SS7.

To take to one's heels—to commence running ; to start off at a rapid

pace. P.

I gave a view halloa, took to my heels, collared my gentleman, and brought him
back.—R. L. Stevenson.

To take to task—to reprove ; to lecture ; to find fault with. P.

"I am only saying what Dr. Cooper has just told me—that Mr. Josceline's-life

must be counted by hours. There is no hope."

"Still," urged Mrs. Armytage, irritated at being taken to task— and, as was
evident, with the approval of the company—by a lady so inferior to her in the social

scale
—
"the truth must be told, we are taught, even of the dead."

—

James Payn.

To take too much—to get drunk. C.

She knew he was of no drunken kind, yet once in a way a man might take too

much.

—

Blackmore.

To take in tow—to conduct ; to take charge of. P. Originally a sea

phrase.

Sir Brian stood in the middle of Pall Mall shaking his stick at the cabman,
whose number he took, and causing some interruption to the traffic, until he was
courteously but firmly taken in tow by a policeman, who remarked that the roadway
was intended for wheeled vehicles and the pavement for foot passengers.—(Jooff
Words, 1SS7.

To take turns—to engage in anything alternately, each one in succession

being allowed to take part. P.

I think a good way will be for each of them, even the youngest, to take turns in

ordering the dinner and seeing it prepared.

—

Besant.

To take vp~-{a) to put in jail. P.

Fur many a time, when they take a man up, tlipy spread it about that he's turnod

informer like the rest.— Chaki.es Lever.
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(b) to helpj to aid ; to patronize. P.

He told his story from the beginning : how he had experienced nothing but failure

and disappointment ; how he had been taken up by the queer old fellow at the chop-

house, etc.—Besa-ST.

(c) to engross ; to comprise. P.

I prefer in our countryman the noble poem of Palamon and Arcite, which is

perhaps not much inferior to the Ilias, only it takes up seven years.—Drydex.

{il) to reply to ; to interrui^t with a criticism. P.

One of his relations took him up roundly for stooping so much below the dignity

of his profession.

—

L'E.straxge.

Meantime a shrewd woman was there listening with all her ears—a woman, too,

who had vague suspicions about him, and had taken him up rather sharper than

natural, he thought, when, being off his guard for a moment, he anticipated the

narrator, and assumed there were two burglars.— C. Reade.

Tah:n jip—wholly occupied ; engrossed. P.

Mr. Fraser did not answer him immediately, so taken up was he in noticing the

wonderful changes a week had wrought in bis appearance.—H. K. Haucakd.

To taJct np arms /or—to defend ; to cham^jion. C.

Miss Smiles takes up arms at once for Mrs. Beverley.—Florence Marryat.

To take njmn om-stlf—to venture (in a moral sense) ; to undertake a

responsibility. P.

The Parliament took upon them to call an assembly of diWnes to settle some
Church questions.—South.

" Well, well, well !
" he murmured. " But it doesn't do to say so, you know, Mr.

Segrave. At times, I confess, he appears to me to take too much upon him."

—

Good
Words, 1SS7.

To take a man at his tvord—to believe what he says. P.

If I should decline all merit, it was too probable the hasty reader might have
taken me at my word.

—

Goldsmith.
" It seems a pity," Harry chimed in, " that so much protesting was in vain.

Perhaps Mr. Messenger took him at his word."

—

Besast.

To take a tellinfj—to receive advice or a rebuke patiently. C.

To take it into one's hearl—to conceiA-e a sudden intention ; to resolve

upon without any apparent reason. C. Generally used of a caprici-

ous whim.

Mrs. Crumpe took it into her head that she could eat no butter but of Patty's

churning.—Maria Edgeworth.

To take up uith—to be friendly with ; to seek the society of ; to keep

company with. C.

Do yon suppose that Penelope Lapham is a girl to take up with a fellow that her

sister is in love with, and that she always thought was in love with her sister, and go

off and be happy with him ?—AV. D. H<>well«.

Taking.—In a terrible taki/nj—greatly agitated. C.

" Zounds. Blanche ! what did you say?" burst out the general in a terrible taking,

as he thought how everything niust come out.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.



Talk [ 330 ] Tantrums

Talk.—To talk a person's head off—to be excessively talkative ; to weary
anotlier with talking. C.

I only hope, Heigham, that old Pigott won't talk your head off ; she has got a

dreadful tongue.—H. R. Haggard.

To talk a j^^rson up—to cajole a person with flattering words ; to per-

suade a person to do some action. P.

I sent for Mr. Flamborough, and they talked him up as finely as they did me.—
Goldsmith.

_\ To talk over—(a) to persuade a person by talking ; to induce a person to

change his opinion by talking with him. P.

Miss Kennedy looked embarrassed. She had betrayed herself, she thought. "I
know—I know. But he talked me over."

—

Be.sant.

He talked over Trevittick, who sulkily acquiccced.-H. Kingslev.

(b) to discuss a siibject. P.

Tandem.—To drive tandem—to drive a coach to which two horses are

harnessed one in front of the other, and not side by side. V.

He had already given up driving ia,nAe.m.—Athinceum, 1SS7.

Tangent.—Off at a tangent. This phrase is used of quick and sudden

movements, where a person breaks away unexpectedly. C. Espe-

cially used of conversations ; but also, as in the second example, of

one's thoughts.

She could scarcely say ten words, except about herself ; so when Bassett questioned
her about Sir Charles and Lady Bassett, she said "Yes," or "No," or "I don't

know," and was off at a tangent to her own sayings and doings.—C. Reade.
John Treverton, smoking his cigar, and letting his thoughts wander away at a

tangent every now and then.—Miss Bkaddon.

Tansy.—Like a tansy—perfect ; complete. C. Tansy v>-iia a drink

composed of many ingredients, and requiring great care in its com-

position.

Miss. Look, Lady Answerall, is it not well mended?
— Lady Ans. Ay, this is something like a tansy.—Swift.

Tantalus.—'4 Tantalus cup—a cup in which the water vanislics ns

soon as the tliirsty person attempts to di'uik. P. Tantalus was a

tyrant wlio, for his many crimes, was tortured in the infernal regions

by having water ever at his lips. As soon as he tried to drink, how-

ever, the water slowly receded, and left him more tliirsty than ever.

Nothing occurred to interfere with the plan of action decided on by Hilda and
Philip; no misadventure came to mock them, dashing the Tantalus cup of joy to

earth before their eyes — H. R. Hagoakd.

Tantrums.—In one's tantrums— in a had liumour. F.

When he saw Dobbs Broughton he told that gentleman that Mrs. Van Slever had
been in her tantrums.— A. Tiiorj.oPE.

'' What, you are in your tantiuins again ! " said she.—C. Reade.
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Tape.— Tapt or rtd tape—official routine; official tlulay and obstruc-

tion. P.

The frost and reserve of office melted like snow in summer before the sun of reli-

gion and humanity. How unreal and idle appeared now the twenty years gone in

tape and circumlocution.—C. Reade.

Tapis.—On the tapis—under discussion. V. Tapis is French for

' carpet."

Well, as my engagement to Lady Catherine is still on the tapis, it will be as well

to assume that I did not (give her a chance of marrying me).

—

MiatUtoe Iliyiiijh, 1SS5.

The Schleswig-Holstein question comes on the tapif, and no one seems to know
much of anything about the place geographically.—/'or<?ii{//itii/ Review, ISS?.

Tar.— To have a lick of the tar-bni,'ih—to be partly of negro blood. F.

Tarring and feathering—a punishment inflicted upon an unpopular per-

son. Josepli .Smith, the founder of Mormonisni, was so treated.

King Richard Cteur de Lion, before sailing for the Holy Land, had a

law enacted in tlie fleet that " a robber, Avho shall be convicted of

theft, shall have his head cropped after the manner of a champion,

and boiling pitch shall be poured thereon, and then the feathers of a

cushion sliall be shaken out upon liim, so tliat lie may be known, and

at the first laud at wliicli the ships shall touch he sliall be set on

shore.

"

Tarred vith the same brush or stick—possessing the same peculiarities

;

marked by the same qualities. C.

As a sample of the self-trained and self-educated amateur, he was, however, tarred

with the same brush as John Lawrence.

—

Murray's Magazine, 1SS7.

We are all tarred with the same stick, we women.—C. Reade.

Tartar.— To catch a Tartar—to capture what proves to be a trouble-

some prisoner ; to seize hold of what one would afterwards willingly

let go. P.

Reckless Reginald soon found he had caught a Tartar in his new master.—C. Reade.
She let him have his head for a bit, and then, when he'd got quite accustomed to

the best of everything and couldn't live without it, she turned him into the street,

where there is no claret and no champagne. So that poor man caught a Tartar,

didn't he ?—Besaxt.

Task.— To take to ta-'<k—to reprove; to find fault with. P.

Mrs. Baynes took poor madame severely to task for admitting such a man to her

assemblies.—Thackerav.

Tattoo.— The deriVs tattoo—beating, usually witli the fingers, on a

table or other flat surface. P. Generally a sign of impatience or

of ill-humour.

" Ah, what shall I do. Lord Steyne, for I am very, very unhappy ?"

Lord Steyne made no reply except by beating tlie devil's tattoo and biting his nails.

—Thackeray.
There lay half-a-dozen ruHians writhing on the ground, and beating the devil's

tattoo with their heels.—C. Reade.
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Tea.—A storm in a tea-cup—a petty squabble; a cUstuiljauce marked
by much noise, but of no importance. C.

For all that, his sympathies had been entirely with her in the recent squabble.
" What a ridiculous little storm in a tea-cup it was !

" he thought with a laugh.—
Murray's Magazine, 18S7.

A teajight—a social gathering where tea is the beverage drunk. S.

Teens.—In one's teens—between the ages of twelve and twenty. C.

He (the great Conde) was a ripe scholar even in his teens, as the Latinity of his

letters pToves.—EcUnbunjh Review, 18S7.

Teeth.—To cast or throw anything in one's teeth—to reproach one with
anything. P.

You've got the girl, and we must keep her; and keep her well too, that she may
not be able to throw it in your teeth that she has made such sacrifices for you.

—

Blackmore.
" She was ill, and she gave you a letter for me. Where is it?"
" I confess that the first part of your information is true, Mr. Ruthven, though I

don't know why an act of benevolence should be thrown in my teeth as if it were a
crime."—Flokencb Marrvat.

From the teeth outwards—without real significance ; merely on the sur-

face. C.

Much of the Tory talk about General Gordon lately was only from the teeth out-

wards.

—

Daily News, ISSG.

' To have ctit one's teeth ov eye-teeth—to be crafty. S.

He and I were born the same year, but he cut his teeth long before me.—C.

Keade.

Tell.—To tell on or ?y;o?t—to afTect; to influence. P.

His previous exertions had told on his constitution.— Qjiftrierii/ Rericir, 1S07.

"Pull yourself together, Bradsliaw," said the lawyer. "This suspense, I know,
is telling upon all of you."—R. L. .Stevenson.

To tell off—to count separately ; to number in order. P.

But one day after chapel, as the men were being told off to their several tasks,

Robinson recognized the boy by his figure.—C. Reaue.

To tell tales out of school—to repeat in piiblic what has passed in tlic

company of intimates ; to reveal private matters. P.

" Look here, Duffham," he went on ;
" we want you to go with us and sec—some-

body; and to undertake not to tell tales out of school."—Mrs. Henrv Wood.

Tempers.—God tempers the wind to the shorn la)nb—God makes misfor-

tunes bear lightly on the feeble. P. A French saying, of which

Sterne has made use.

" You are very kind," said Mrs. Crawley. " We must only bear it witli such forti-

tude as (iod will give us. We arc told that he tempers the wind to the shorn

lamb."—A. TKoLLorK.
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Ten.— Ten to one—ten chances to one; almost certain; almost cer-

tainly. C.

Whenever the reader lights upon the title which Fox had waded through so

much to earn, it is ten to one that within the next half-dozen lines there will be

found an allusion to the gallows.—Tkevelvan.

One often thou-^and—an exceptionally excellent person. P.

She did not know that she lierself was a woman of ten thousand. She spoke
believing herself to be a common type of humanity.—James Pay.v.

The npper ten or ten thou.-iand—those moving in the highest London
society. P.

Lord Swansdown has had some dealings with him in an agricultural way, and
wishing to show him civility on his accession to the upper ten, desired his wife to

send him an invitation for the shooting season.—Florknce Makuyat.
l)ut to tens of thousands—including, I'll be bound, the upper ten—it will be utterly

unknown.—James Patn.

Tenterhooks.—On tenterhooJci—in a state of discomfort or agony. P.

Tenteriiooks are the hooks on which a web of cloth is stretched by
- the selvages on a frame.

I must say I should like to h.ive it settled as soon as possible, beciuse it keeps a

man on tenterhooks, you know, and feeling like a fool.— Florence Marryat.

Terms.—On terin-^— friendlj'. P.

He wasn't on terms with Flashman's set.—T. Hughes.

On f/ood or excellent term.'i—friendly ; intimate. P.

I am not on good terms with Sir Charles.— C. Reade.

To come to terms—to make a bargain. P.

When George returned to the farmer, the latter, who had begun to fear the loss of

a customer, came at once to terms with him.—C. Re.\I)E.
" The Manor House does not belong to me."
".So I understand; but I should think you could come to terms with your

brother."—Good Words, 1SS7.

Terra.—Terrafirma—dry land. P. Latin.

Another foaming breaker, supplemented by a vigorous shove from their stalwart

arms, sends their unwieldy craft up high and dry, and the spray-splashed passengers

can step out on terra firma.—Scrihncr's Maija-inr, 1SS7.

Tete.—A tele-d-tcte—a confidential conversation. C. French.

" You will forgive me, Philip, for interrupting your t(te-A-iete, but may I ask
what is the meaning of this?"

Pliilip returned no answer.—H. R. Haooard.

Tether.— To the end of one^i^ tether—as far as one is able to proceed. C.

I tell you plainly I have gone pretty well to the end of my tether witli you.

—

C. Reade.

Thames.— T'o fct the Thames on ftre. See Set.
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Thanks.— ThanJa to this or that—this is the cause; the result is due to

this. P.

If we are to believe the book, thanks to the American social system, she had a

series of wonderful escapes from ill-considered matches.

—

Edinburgh Ruieir, JSS2.

That.—At that. A plirase in common use in America, signifying tliat

certain conditions are conceded.

John, looking at him, guessed that he could not weigh less than seventeen stone,

and he was well within the mark at that (if he allowed him such a weight).—H. R.

HAaOARD.

There.—^^^ <7ie?-e. See All.

Thick.— Through thick and thin—throiigh every obstacle ; daunted by

nothing. P.

Tliese fellows who attacked the inn to-night—bold, desperate blades, for sure—and
the rest who stayed aboard that lugger, and more, I dare say, not far off, are, one

and all, through thick and thin, bound that they'll get that money.—R. L.

Stevenson.
The first dawn of comfort came to him in swearing to himself that he would stand

by that boy through thick and thin, and cheer him and help him and bear his bur-

dens.— T. Hughes.

Thick-skinned—not sensitive ; not easily rebuked. P.

" Ah ! you wouldn't be if you saw Annerley Hall," returns the baronet, ton thick-

skinned to recognize a rebuff.

—

Flokence Maeuyat.
There was something in his companion's astounding thickness of skin that tickled

his humour.—James Payn.

Thin.—To run thin—to seek release from a bad bargain. F.

The thin end or edge of the ivedge. See Wedge.

Thing.— The thing—exactly right; just what ought to be. F.

" You are not at all the thing (by any means as well as you ought to be), my
darling boy," said Mrs. Sharp to Christopher.—Blackmore.
Although they all knew the songs by heart, it was the thing (considered right and

necessary) to have an old manuscript book descended from some departed hero, in

which they were all carefully written out.—T. Hughes.
Where energy was the thing, he was energetic enough.

—

All the Year Eonnd, 1SS7.

To know a thing or two—to be wise or cunning. F.

"Mr. Levi," said he, " I see you know a thing or two; will you be so good as to

answer me a question ?"—C. Reade.

Thingumbob.— Thingumhoh, thtngumehoh, thingummy, or thingamy—

a

word used to replace a name that is forgotten. F. " What d'ye call

him ? " is sometimes used in this way.

"Make your mind easy," replied Mr. Miles calmly; "he won't escape; we shall

have him before the day is out."
" Will you, sir? that is riglit—but how?"
"The honourable Thingumbob, Tom Yates's friend, put us up to it."—C. Reape.
"My gracious, Mildred," sud<leiily exclaimed Agatlia, "do you see who tliat is

therf leaning over tlie bulwarks? Oh, he's gone; but so sure as I am a living
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woman, it was Lord Minster aud Lady Florence Thingumebob, bis sister, you know,
tlie pretty one." H. K. JfAiuiARD.

The merchant who discharo'ed his clerk last week because he never could remember
the word mucilage, and persisted in saying thingummy, has got another who is

unsound on the word chronometer, and calls it a watch-you-call-it.—.SY. Andrews
Citizen, 1SS7.

There was Mr. So-and-So and Mrs. Thingamy.—'NVilson.

~ Think.— ^0 thiitJc better of it—to cliange one's niiud ; to abandon a

resolve. P.

You will think better of your determination.—Dickens.
" I said plainly tliat I will not marry liim."

"I know you did, my dear; but Mrs. Gamier and I fancied you might have
thought better of it."

—

Florence Marryat.

To Ihiuk no end of a ji^rson—to liave a very liigh opinion of liis cliar-

acter. F.

Thirty.— Thirty-nine Articles—the statement of the doctrines of the

Cluucli of England which every clergyman must sign. P. Theodore
Hook, Avlien asked if he was ready to sign the Thirty-nine Articles,

replied flippantly, '
' Yes ; and forty if you wisli.

"

Mr. Punch, like Theodore Hook, had not any great reverence for the Thirty-nine
Articles.—Fortnightly Review, IHST.

Thomas.—A very Thomas—an unhelieving, incredulous jierson. P.

The disciple of our Lord who bore that name refused for a time to

believe in Christ's resurrection. See John xx. 24, 25.

Alorcover, when he sees the lock of hair and the love-letter—and perhaps there
may be other discoveries by the time he returns—he must be a very Thomas not to

believe such proof.—James Payn.

Thorn.—To sit on thorns—to be in a position of excessive discomfort;

to be troubled in mind. P.

She did not say anything at the breakfast-table, though Anna sat upon thorns lest

she should; Helen was so apt to speak upon impulse.—Mrs. Henry AVood.

A thorn in the side or the flesh—a perpetual source of annoyance. P.

There was given to me a thorn in the flesh.

—

2 Corinthians xii. 7.

.Sir Charles demurred. " Oh, I don't want to quarrel with the fellow; but he is a
regular thorn in my side, with his little trumpery estate, all in broken patches. He
shoots my pheasants in the unfairest way."—C. Keade.

Thousand —A thoiLsand and one—a very large number ; an innumer-

able collection. P.

The servant girl entered, bringing a slip of paper upon a salver, the name, no
doubt, of one of tliose thousand and one ])ersons who were now always coming to

ask permission to see the manuscript.—James 1'ayn.

Thread.—To take up the thread of—to commence again wliere a stop-

page has taken place ; to resume the treatment or discussion of. P.

Harry possessed a ready sympathy ; he fell easily and at once into the direction

sugeested by another's words. Thus, when Angela talked about the palace, he also

took up tlio tliread of invention, and made believe with her as if it were a thing pos-

sible—a thing of brick and mortar.

—

Besant.



Through [ 336 ] Throw

To hanij by a thread—to l)e in imminent danger; to be ready to fall. P.

A fate which has already overtaken one living, and hangs by a thread over others.

—Spectator, 1SS7.

Through.—Through hands:—finished ; executed. C.

" And now," continued the butler, addressing the knifeboy, " reach me a candle,

and we'll get this through hands at once."—R. L. Stevenson.

Throw.—To throio the great cast—to venture everything; to take a

step of vital importance. P.

In a word, George had thrown the great cast.—Thackeray.

To throw dust in the eyes of—to confuse ; to mislead. P.

It is not an honourable occupation to tlirow dust in the eyes of the English reader.

—Contemporary Revieiv, 1SS7.

To throiu the handkerchief—to propose marriage ; to choose a wife. C.

The Sultan is said to select women for his harem in this fashion.

Presently he looked up, probably for the return of Davey, and perceived her wav-

ing her handkerchief toward him—a signal which the female oracle of the " Ultra-

marine " would have reprobated exceedingly ; to her it would seem only one step short

of throwing tlie handkerchief.

—

James Payn.
Her liighly-flattered mother falls straightway in love with him, and he might have

been encouraged to throw the handkerchief at once, had the frivolous Alice been

equally impressionable.

—

Edinburgh Revieiv, 1SS2.

To throiv the handle after the blade—to lose even the little which remains

to one. C.

The question is, Will you at all better yourselves by having now one of your hot

fits, speaking with promptitude and energy, and, in fact, going to war witli Russia

for what she has done ? Alas ! my dear friend, this would be throwing the handle

after the blade with a vengeance.—M. Arnold.

To throw dirt or imid at—to abuse ; to speak evil of. C.

Then throw dirt at the plaintiff. He is malicious, and can be proved to have for-

sworn himself in Bassett v. Bassett.—C. Reade.
A woman in my position must e.xpect to have more mud thiown at her than a less

important person.

—

Florence Mabryat.

To throiv oneself at or at the head o/— (of a woman) to show a man that

she is eager to receive a proposal of marriage. C.

As for the girls, Claire, they just throw themselves at a man.—Besant.
They say that unless a girl fairly throws herself at the young men's heads she isn't

noticed.—W. D. Howells.

"^To throiv over—to abandon ; to cease to aid or acknowledge. P.

"Look here, Musselboro; if you're going to throw me over, just tell mo so, and

let us begin fair."

" I'm not going to throw you over ; I've always been on the square wi h you."— .A.

Trollopk.
Do you suppose Captain Mitchell can help being so comically miserable, or that

Kitty Greenwood can help being made ridiculously happy, by tlic attentions of a.

man who, in the nature of things, will end by throwing lier over? -doiid Wurds, 1SS7.

Tliey say that lie is engaged to a girl in England, and has thrown her over for the

widow.—H. R. Hacuiard.
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To throw stones—to find fault with other people. P.

There is an old proverb about the inc xpedlency of those who live in glass houses
throwing stones, which I always think that we (who are in society) would do well not
to forget.— Florente Marryat.

7*0 /A;-OH' «/)—to reject; to cast off. P.

" What do you mean. Lady Bellamy, when you talk about my duty?"
I mean the plain duty that lies before you of marrying your Cousin George, and

of throwing up this young Heigham."— 11. R. Hagcard.

To throic up the spoiKje. See Sponge.

-I'o throw ojf— (of hounds) to start in pursuit of game. P.

Some of the carriages turned out of the field to follow slowly along the road, in

hopes of seeing the hounds throw off.

—

Marion Crawford.

To throw npon ones hands—to give one the responsibility of. P.

In spite of his warning the mother had been left behind, and he was in the un-
enviable position of having a child thrown upon his hands until the nest stoppage.

—

Hugh Conway.

Thumb.—Ruh-of-thumh—measurement or calculation without the aid of

precise instruments ; rough and ready calculation. P.

AVe never learnt anything in the navy when I was a youngster, except a little rule-

of-thumb mathematics.—T. Hughes.
The real truth is, Winterborne, that medical practice in places like this is a very

ruleof-thumb matter.

—

Thomas Hardy.

Under the thumb of—completely subservient to; quite under the control

and direction of. C.

Your Cousin George is very fond of a pretty woman, and, to be plain, what I want
you to do is to make use of your advantages to get him under your thumb and per-

suade him into selling the property.—H. R. Haggard.
From the death of Louis XI. female influence was constantly on the increase, and

we may designate the century from 1483 to 1589—with the exception of Louis the

Twelfth's reign—as the era of the ascendency of women and favourites. The kings

were either nobodies, or were under the thumb of their wives or mistresses.

—

National
Rtvieii; 1SS7.

" If you think I'm going to be afraid of Mother Van, you're mistaken. Let come
what may, I'm not going to live under her thumb." So he lighted his cigar.—A.

Trollope.

To turn the thumhs -up—to decide against. P. A classical phrase. The
Romans in the amphitheatre turned their thumbs up when a com-

batant was not to be spared.

They had unanimously turned their thumbs up. " Sartor," the publisher ac-

quainted him, " excites universal disapprobation."—K. Garnett.

To bite one's thumb at—to show contempt for. F.

Tick.—On tick—on credit; not paid for. F. Abbreviated from "On
ticket," on credit.

" Won't you be tempted now?" he ad<led to Susan Potter.

She laughed. " Not with these things. I should never hear the last of it if

Potter found out I went on tick for finery."

—

Mrs. H. Wood.
There are few, I guess, who go upon tick as much as we do.— IlALiBrRTON^

22
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^-
To tick of—to mark separately after examination. P.

He would drop suddenly upon his cousin Josephus, and observe him faithfully

entering names°^ticMng ol and comparing, just as he had done for forty years, still

a junior clerk.—Besant.^
Tic-ket.-To 00 any tkl-ef-to vote iov any c^nse. F. An American

political phrase.

Yes ; I love the Quakers. I hope they'll go the Webster ticket.-H.VLTBiTRTON.

Ticket-of-leave-e. warrant given to convicts who are allowed their

liberty on condition of good behaviour. P.

T ^iinnose he's out now on a ticket-ot-leave.-HuGH Conway

They found themselves outlaws, ticket-of-leave men, or what you w.ll in that

Une; in short, dangerous parties.—T. Hughes.

^^
What's the ticket .?—what is to be done ? S.

" WeU," said Bob Cross,
" what's the ticket, youngster? are you to go aboard with

u^e?"—c'aptaik Marryat.

That's the ticket-yox. have done the right thing; that's well done. S.

From the winning ticket in a lottery.

Tickle.—^0 hVil-^e to death—to amuse exceedingly. F.

Tide —To tide over—to overcome a difficulty temporarily. P.

Such Questions as these are sometimes very anxious ones in a remote country vil-

lage where ev°ry pound spent among the inhabitants serves to bmld up hat margin

outside he ordTn^ry income of the wage-earners which helps the smaU occupant

to tMe over many a temporary embarrassment when money is sc.rce.-^ met, enih

Century, 1SS7.

Tile.-^ tile or a slate /oo.se-sometliing wrong with the brain; a dis-

ordered brain. S.

Do you think I am as mad as he is ? Attack a man who has just breakfasted with

me, merely because he has a tile loose !-C. Keade.

Time.—^< <imes—occasionally. P.

She knew that at times she must be missed.-Miss Austen.

In no tiine—very quickly ; with great speed. F.

They listened a moment ; there was no fresh sound Then Brutus slipped down

the front stairs in no time; he found the front door not bolted.-C. Reade.

From time to time—a.t intervals. P.

She lived with them entirely, only visiting her grandmother from time to time.-

Miss Austen.

In time-{a) after a season ; when some years liave passed. P.

Emma was now in a humour to resolve that they should both come in timc.-Miss

Austen.

[h) punctual or punctually ; not beliindhand. P.

Impey posted back to Calcutta, to bo in time for the opening of term.-MArAUi.AY.
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To have a good time or a real good time—to enjoy oneself. C. An
American phrase.

It was also largely due to the vigilant politeness of young Mavering, who seemed
bent on making her have a good time.—W. D. Howells.
An American, when he has spent a pleasant day, will tell you that he has had a

good time.—A. Trollope.
How you will enjoy it ! I guess you'll have a real good time, as our cousins jay.—

Flokexce Marryat.

For the time being—temporarily; for the particular season or occasion

only. P.

It is the leading boys for the time being who give the tone to all the rest, and
make the school either a noble institution for the training of Christian Englishmen,

or a place where a young boy will get more evil than if he were turned out to make
his way in London streets, or anything between these two extremes.—T. Hughes.

Time out of mind—from a remote date; longer than any one can re-

member. P.

Having, out of friendship for the family, upon whose estate, praised be Heaven ! I

and mine have lived rent free, time out of mind, voluntarily undertaken to publish

the memoirs of the Rack-rent Family, I think it my duty to say a few words, in the

first place, concerning myself.

—

Maria Edoewobth.

To take time by the forelock—to act promptly; to make no unnecessary

delay. P,

Now, sir, it's got to come to blows sooner or later ; and what I propose is, to take

time by the forelock, as the saying is, and come to blows some fine day when they

least expect it.— R. L. Stevenson.

At this time of day—at so late a date ; in our present stage of civiliza-

tion. F. The phrase refers to a j)eriod, not to a day of twenty-four

hours.

But although there was no evil and little real selfishness in Mrs. Nickleby's heart,

she had a weak head and a vain one ; and there was something so fhittering in being

sought (and sought in vain) in marriage at this time of day (so late in life), that slie

could not dismiss the passion of the unknown gentleman quite so summarily or

lightly as Nicholas appeared to deem becoming.

—

Dickens.
More than anything else, at this time of day (now that she was an elderly woman),

I was sorry for her.

—

Henry James, jun.

Tim^ and again—very frequently. C.

Time and again I've had my doubts whether he cared for Irene any.—AV, T)

IIOWELLS.

Timeo.— Timeo Danaofi et donaferenfe$—I fear the (ireeks even when
they bring gifts. A line from the Latin jioet Virgil, signifying tliat

an enemy is to be feared even when lie professes friendship.

" Come in here, there's a good fellow, I want to speak to you."

. '-' Why is he so infernally genial?" reflected Philip. "Timeo Danaos et dona
» ferfnles."—Yl. R. Hagqakd.

'r-^in.^T^i"—money. S.

"Monstrous nice girl, 'pon my honour, though, Osborne," he w.as good enough to

add. " Lots of tin, I suppose, eh?"—Tii/kCKKRAY.
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Tip.— To tip the icink—to give the signal. S.

For without putting on his fighting face, he calmly replied that he had seen Mr.
Metaphor tip the wink, and whisper to one of his confederates, and thence judged
that there was something mysterious on the carpet.

—

Smollett.

On the tip of one^s tongue—ready to be uttered ; on the point of utter-

ance. C.

It had been on the tip of my tongue to say where I had just seen JeUico, and the
trade he was doing.

—

Mrs. Henry Wood.
Mary Wells ran in, with an angry expression on the tip of her tongue.—C. Keade.

The strakjht tip—early and accurate information. S. See Ste.\ight.

'^ To tip up—to pay money ; to open one's purse. S.

" I should have liked to make her a little present," Osborne said to his friend in

confidence, " only I am quite out of cash until my father tip^ up."—Thackeray.

To tip one's J!n—to hold out one's hand to shake. S.

Tiptoe.—On tiptoe—in eager expectation ; in a state of excited sus-

pense. C.

Religion stands on tiptoe in our land.

Ready to pass to the American strand.

—

Heubert.
The news that Sraike had been caught and brought back in triumph ran like wild-

fire through the liungry community, and expectation was on tiptoe all the morning.—Dickens.

Tip-top.— yf^^/o;?—first-class. F.

One of those tip-top firms in the city would have gone straight off to take counsel's

opinion.—Miss Br.a,ddon.

Tit.—Tit for tat—something given in return; just retaliation. C.

"•Tit for tat ! tit for tat !
" they cried; " Squire, you began it, and yon have your

due."—Blackmore.

To,

—

To and fro—backwards and forwards. P.

Speckled spiders, indolent and fat with long security, swing idly to and fro in the

vibration of the bells.

—

Dickens.

-V' A to-do—a commotion ; a noise and confusion. P.

His mother, inside the vehicle, with her maid and her furs, her wrappers, and her

scent-bottles, made such a to-do that you would have thought she never had been in

a stage-coach before.—Thackeray.

Toe.—The Ii<jht fantastic toe. A phrase used with reference to

dancing. F.

(Come, and trip it as you go

Z On the light fantastic toe.- Mii.ton.

Mr. St. Leger evidently prided himself, as Mr. Fitzloom oUserved, on liis light

fantastic toe.

—

Be.\ci)Nsfield.

/ To toe the mark—to be careful in one's conduct. F.

Now you know what I am ! I'll make you toe the mark, every soul of you, or I'll

flog you all, fore and aft. from the boy up. K. II. Dana, ji'n.
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Token.—By the name lol-en—moreover; likewise; nay more. C.

Why, I caught two of their iiifliunniatory treatises in tliis very house. By the

same token, I sent them to the executioner at Marseilles, with a request that lie

would burn them publicly.—C. Readk.
For we have that memorandum in writing with a pencil, given under lii.s i wn

hand, on the back of the lease, to me, by the same token when my good lord liad liis

foot on the step of the coach, going away.—Maki\ EuciEWoiiTH.

"More by token—moreover ; iii truth. C.

Whether it were St. George, I cannot say, but surely a dragon was killed there,

for you may see the marks yet where his blood ran down, and more by token the

place where it ran down is the easiest way up the hillside. —T. UumiEs.

Tom.— Tom, Dick, and Harry—ordinary, iusigiuficant peojjlc; the

multitude. C.

" But all are not preacliers and captains in the Salvation Army?"
"No; there is my cousin Dick. "We are, very properly, Tom, Dick, and Harry."

—Besant.
If that girl isn't in love with you, she is something very like it. A girl does not

pop over like that for Dick, Tom, or Harry.—H. R. Hauuard.

Tom-and-Jerry shop. See Jerry.

Tom Tiddler's ground—said to be a coutiaction for Tom the idler's

(/round. F. An imaginai-y garden of ease and wealth, where ehildren

pick up gold and silver.

I'm here, my soul's delight, upon Tom Tiddler's ground, picking up the demnition
gohl and silver.

—

Dickens.
Now the spacious drawing-room, with the company seated round the glittering

table, busy with their glittering spoons and knives, and forks and plates, might have
been taken for a grown-ui3 exposition of Tom Tiddler's ground, where children pick

up gold and silver.

—

Dickens.

"Tommy.—Tommy Atkins—the typical British private soldier. F.

Tlie commanding officer at AV'oolwich garrison has issued an order forbidding

soldiers to be seen carrying children in the street. In the privacy of Ins house

Tommy Atkins may still, I suppose, hold liis baby in his arms, but beyond the

domestic circle he must sink the parent in the soldier.

—

St. Andrews Citizen, 1SS7.

To-morrow.—To-morrow come never—a future date that will never

ariive. F.

Salhj. You married to my sister ! When will that be ?

Marc. Very soon, my dear. To-day or to-morrow perhaps.

Sdlly. To-morrow come never, I believe.

—

Colman.

Tongue.— ]Vith the ton<jue in the cheek—mockingly ; insincerely. C.

And if statesmen, either with their tongue in their cheek or with a fine impulsive-

ness, tell people tliat their natural taste for the bathos is a relish for the sublime,

there is more nsed to tell them the contrary.

—

Matthew Arnold.

To hold the tongue—to be silent. P.

'Tis seldom seen tliat senators so young
Know when to sp ak and when to hold their tongue.

—

Dryden.
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To give tongue—to speak out. C.

Only when Mary fired a broadside into her character, calling her a bold, bad,

brazen-faced slut, only then did Mrs. Kichard give tongue on her behalf.—Mrs. E.

Lynn Linton.

Tooth.—Tooth and nail—with great energy; violently; fiercely. P.

As if attacking both with the teeth and with the nails.

She would then ignore the verbiage, as that intellectual oddity, the public singer,

calls it, and fall tooth and nail upon the musical composition, correcting it a little

peevishly.—C. Reade.
Lady Barbara Pollington had fallen upon the brewer, tooth and nail, and was

proving conclusively to him that in anything but a corrupt and rotten state of

society he would at that moment be working off a well-deserved sentence of im-

prisonment with hard labour.

—

Good Words, 1SS7.

There are men that roll through life, like a flre-new red ball going across Mr.

Lord's cricket-ground on a sunshiny day; there is another sort that have to rough

it in general, and, above all, to fight tooth and nail for the quartern loaf, and not

always win the battle.—C. Reade.

A sioeet tooth—a liking for sweet tilings. C. See Sweet.

In the teeth of—[a] in direct opposition to ; in spite of. P.

But when we fly antagonistically in the teeth of circumstances, bent on following

our own resolute path, we take ourselves out of God's hands, and must reap the

consequences.

—

Mrs. Henry Wood.
Grace Crawley's fortune was made in the teeth, as it were, of the prevailing ill-

fortune of the family.—A. Trollope.
Notwithstanding his brave threats made behind Angela's back, about forcing her

to marry him in the teeth of any opposition that she could offer, George reaghed

home that night very much disheartened about the whole business.—H. R. HAOoAiiD.

(6) in presence of ; with something right before one. P.

The carrier scarcely knew what to do in the teeth of so urgent a message.

—

Black-
more.
He was not, in most people's opinion, a very estimable man, but he had the talent

—by no means a despicable one—of maintaining his personal dignity in the teeth of

the most adverse circumstances.

—

Murray's Mayazine, 1SS7.

Top.—The top of the morning to you!—a morning salutation. C. Now
old-fashioned.

"You, doctor? Top of the morning to you, sir!" cried Silver, broad awake and
beaming with good nature in a moment.—R. L. Stevenson.

To the top of one's bent—fully ; wholly ; to the farthest limit. C.

They fool me to the top of my bent.—Shakespeare, HamM, act iii., scene 2.

Accordingly Goldsmith was fooled to the top of his bent.—W. iRviNti.
" If his master were a mere dreamer, in fact, which is not the case, you would say

that he encouraged him in his hallucinations."

I see ; he humours him, like the prince in the play, to the top of his bent."—
James Payn.

To top o?(e'.s boom—to hurry off. F. A sea phrase.

" Ah, well !" ho sighed; " I suppose that I liad better top my boom again?"
" Do what?"
" I mean I had better leave ISIadeira."— II. R. Haooard.
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A top-.sawytr—a first-rate fellow. S. Of tlic two men who work a

frame-saw in a saw-pit, the one who stands al)o\e is ealled the top-

sawyer.

Well, he may be a top-sawyer, but I don't like him.—C. Kkade.

At the top of the tree—in the foremost place ; at the head of one's pro-

fession. C.

"Indeed, Mrs. Armytage, we have all set our hearts upon being on the very top

of the hiU."
" I don't know as to that," was the grim reply, " but I know who has set her heart

upon being at the top of the tree."

—

James Payn.
He's had wit enough to get to the top of the tree, and to keep himself there.—A.

Trollope.

The fop notch—the highest point. F.

It is two weeks since they (the locusts) first appeared in that county, and the

effect of their blighting touch has not yet reached the top notch.

—

New Y<yrk Herald,

18SS.

To top up xvith—to finish with. S.

What'U you drink, Mr. Gargery, at my expense, to top up with?—Dickens.

Torch..— To hand on the torch—to continue the work of enlightenment.

P. A classical jjhrase.

Though Italy now (in the sixteenth century) ceases to be the guiding light of Eu-

rope, her work lias been done among the nations, and in their turn France, England,

and Germany hand on the torch, and the warmth and radiance survive still, and are

reflected in the Italy of our own days.

—

Quarterlij Review, 1SS7.

Toss.—To toss tip—to decide in a chance way, as by throwing up a

coin. C.

It is a queer picture—that of the old prince dying in his little wood-built capital,

and his seven sons tossing up who should inherit and transmit the crown of Brent-

ford (petty crown).—Thackeray.

Touch.—Touch and go—said of a critical situation, where a very small

influence will turn the scale. C.

"It was touch and go (my escape was a narrow one), doctor, was it?" inquired

the other with a seriousness as strangely foreign to the phrase as the phrase itself

was to the speaker's usual manner of expressing himself.

—

James Payn.

In touch with—having a delicate appreciation and intimate knowledge

of ; in sympathy with. P.

It would be impossible to di.scover a more ideally perfect ambassador than is Lord

Lyons; but the republic is not popular in Paris smart society, and while Lyons

himself does not go out, the embassy is, like all embassies, in touch wilii smart

society.

—

Fortnigldly Reviev\ 1SS7.

Certainly this is inherent in the office and function of the country parson, that he

is not quite in touch with any one in his parisli if he be a really earnest and con-

scientious parson.

—

Nineteenth Centunj, 1SS7.

To touch persons off—to be too clever for them ; to be more than a match v-'

for them. F.

" Well done, my good boy," returned she ;
" I knew you would touch them off."—

Goldsmith.
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N To touch it off to the }tine-s—to act with great cleverness ; to do anything

perfectly. S.

If I didn't touch it off to the nines, it's a pity. " I never heard you preach so

well," says one, "since you were located here."

—

Halibukton.

Tour.—A four deforce—a feat of strength or of skill. P. French.

" That is not wortliy of a mathematician," said Mr. Frascr with some irritation;
" it is nothing but a trick, a tour deforce."—K. R. Haggard.

Tout.— The tout ensemble—the whole taken together. P. French.

" Wliat a lovely woman this is," said Mrs. Bellamy, with enthusiasm to Miss Lee,

so soon as Philip was out of ear-shot. " Her tout ensemble positively kills one."—H.
K. Haggard.

Tow.— To fake in toiv—to take charge of. F.

Doctor Blimber accompanied them ; and Paul had the honour of being taken in

tow by the doctor himself—a distinguished state of things, in which he looked very

little and feeble.

—

Dickens.

Town,—A man about town—a fashionable gentleman ; a man who
spends his life in city clubs and in pleasure. P.

" Why should I give her pure heart to a man about town ?

"

"Because you will break it else," said Miss Somerset.—C. Eeade.

Tracks.—To malce tracka—to go off; to depart quickly. S.

I'd have made him make tracks, I guess, as quick as a dog does a hog from a

potato-field.

—

Haliburton.
" I am glad that the old gentleman has made tracks," said John.—H. R. H.a.goard.

Trade.^^iwo of a trade—two j^eople in the same business or i)rofes-

sion. C.

It is proverbial that two of a trade seldom agree.—£(Zi7('i' y/t lU view, 1SS6.

Trail.— To frail off—to move heavily; to lose impetus. C. The ex-

ample given refers to a novel that had been begun with some spirit.

How was it that, after this, A Heart of Gold began to trail off?—B. L. Farjeon.

Trap.—To understand trap—to be knowing or wide-awake. F.

My good lady understood trap as well as any woman in the Mearns.

—

Scott.

Traveller.— To tip the traveller—to deceive ; to fill with false informa-

tion. S.

Aha ! dost thou tip me the traveller, my boy ?

—

Smollett.

Tread.— To tread the boards—to be an actor; to follow the stage as a

profession. P.

The theatres occupied a much higher position in society. Kcmble and his

majestic sister, Mrs. Siddons, trod the boards.—James Payn.

To tread on a 7nan's corns—to annoy or hurt him. C.

" Only," he added, " I'm glad I trod on Master Pew's corns," for liy this time ho

had heard my stnry.—H. L. Stevenson.
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To tread on another's lo€'<—to annoy or exasperate him. P.

The old West Indian families are very jiroud and sensitive, but there is not much
possibility of their having their toes trodden upon in anything like the way that

made Mr. Froude's last book the subject of such an outcry by some of our antipodean

friends and relations.

—

i>p(ctator, ISfii.

To tread on eijiji—to walk with the utmost care ; to be very circum-

spect. C
" It's real mean of him, isn't it?" says Miss Smiles. " Why, it might come to lier

liusband's ears any day, and poor Emily will feel as it she was treading on eggs all

her life."—Florence Marryat.

Treasure.— 7'/-en-s«re-//-ore^treasurc hid away and accidentally dis-

covered. P.

And so Farmer Caresfoot became the lawful owner of C'ratham Abbey with its two

advowsons, its royal franchises of treasure-trove and deodand, and more than a thou-

sand acres of the best land in Marlshire.—H. E. Haggard.

Treat.— To stand treat—to entertain at a public place ; to pay the holi-

day expenses of a party. C.

They went out to Versailles with tlicir families ; loyally stood treat to the ladies at

the restaurateurs.—THACKERiVY.

Tree.— t^I^ « (>"(:&—in a fix ; cornered ; unable to do anything. S.

I'm completely up a tree this time.

—

Ualiburton.

At the top of the tree. See Top.

Trice.—In a trice—without delay ; very quickly. C.

If she gives him proper encouragement, he'll pay the money in a trice.

—

Maria
EdgeWORTH.

Trick.—To trick Old—to decorate; to dress brilliantly. P.

It finds itself tricked out in gay garments, and it has money put in its pocket, and

it is bidden to dance and be merry.

—

Wm. Black.

Trip.— To trip rip—to cause to fall. P.

Paddy was tripped up.

—

Beacon.sfield.

To catch a man tripping—to discover a man making some error or com-

mitting some offence. P.

Though the police know him, and would give their eyes to catch liini tripping, he

never tumbles into their trap.—Miss Braddon.

""Triton.—A Triton of the minnou's—a man who appears big because his

companions are so small. P. Triton wa.s a sea-god, the trumpeter of

Neptune.

Hear you this Triton of the minnows ?—Shakespeare.

Trojan.—Lile a Trojan—gallantly ; bravely. C.

llo had lain like a Trojan behind his mattress in the gallery; he had follcwed

J very order silently, d' ggedly, and well — R. L. Stevenson.
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Trot.—To trot out—to show for inspection ; to exhibit to a com-

pany. F.

" Come, come," said James, putting his hand to his nose and winking at his cousin

with a pair of vinous eyes, "no jokes, old boy; no trying it on me. You want to

trot me out, but it's no go."

—

Thackeray.

Truant.—To play truant—to be absent without leave. P.

" He'll be back on the 15th," said the knight, " unless he means to play truant."

—

A. Trollope.

True.—True 6/Me—thoroughly faithful and trustworthy ; stanch. P.

Squire Brown, be it said, was a true blue Tory to the backbone.—T. Hl'ghes.
He had, I suspect, been watching his master, like a true blue British cur.—H.

Kingsley.

True as steel—faithful ; steadfast ; wholly to be trusted. P.

Thank Farmer Meadows, for he 'twas that sent Tom to the prison, where he was
converted, and became as honest a fellow as any in the world, and a friend to your
George, as true as steel.—C. Reade.

Trump.—To hold trumps—to be lucky ; to be sure of victory. F.

Trumps are the winning cards at whist. The word is a form of

" triumph."

You never hold trumps, you know : I always do.

—

George Eliot.

To 2^l^y one's trump card—to use one's best chance of success. C.

He was a man with power in reserve; he had still his trump card to play.—
Besast.

To turn up trumjys—{a) to prove successful ; to !)e fortunate. F.

There are plenty of instances, in the experience of every one, of short courtships

and speedy marriages which have turned up trumps—I beg your pardon—which have

turned out well after all.

—

Wilkie Collins.

{b) to prove of signal service ; to prove very useful. F.

When he turned up trumps I let things be.—H. Kingsley.

7'o trump uj)—to fabricate ; to make up with an evil motive. P.

" The girl has gone mad."
" Good heavens ! you don't say so !

"

" Yes, I do, though ; and I'll tell you what it is, Bellamy, they say that you and
your wife went to Madeira and trumped up a story about her lover's death in order

to take the girl in."—H. R. Haggard.

Trumpet.—To blow one's own trumjKt—to speak boastfully. C.

After such a victory our old friend the archdeacon would have blown his own
trumpet loudly among his friends.—A. Trollope.

Trumpeter.—To be one's oirn trumpeter—to sound one's own praises ;

to speak favourably of one's own performances. C.

Ha hoped I was a good boy, which, being compelled to be my own trumpeter, I

very modestly declared I was.

—

Captain Mark vat.
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Try.—To try it on—to see how far one may venture with iniijunity ; to

test one's power. C.

In several other rooms the poor little fellows tried it on.—T. HudiiEs.

Well, then, lie is trj'ing it on with Miss Eayne. There is no doubt of that. 1

watched them through the tableau.—Elorbuce Makbyat.

To try on—to sec if clothes fit. P.

In the conduct of the show-room and the trying-on room she has all her own way.
—Besant.

To tty oite'fi hand at—to venture upon for the first time ; to make a be-

ginning witli. C.

lie had on several occasions been induced to try his hand at ecarte.—S. Wabiien.

To try coHclusionts—to have a decisive struggle. P. A Shakespearian

phrase.

After that he would have to try conclusions with his own people.—Mks. E. Lynn
Linton.

Tuck.—To tuck into—to eat heartily of. S.

" I won't myself," returned Squeers ;
" but if you'll just let little Wackford tuck

into something fat, I'll be obliged to you."

—

Dickens.

To tuck up—to draw tight round one ; to roll up so as not to drag or

hang. F.

" AVhy," said Lord Jocelyn, with a shudder, " you will rise at six ; you will go out

in working-clothes, carrying your tools, and with your apron tied round and tucked

up."

—

Besant.

A tuck-out—-a feast; an eating of dainties. S. A "tuck-shop" is a

confectioner's.

Old Dobbin, his father, who now resijected him for the first time, gave him two
guineas publicly, most of which he spent in a general tuck-out for the school.

—

TUACKERAY.

Tug.— The tug of ivar—the hardest part of any undertaking ; the real

struggle. P. The name is also given to a favourite athletic pastime,

where two sides pull at the opposite ends of a rope.

When Greeks joined Greeks then was the tug of war.—N. Lee.

It was when the ladies were alone that Becky knew the tug of war would come.

—

Thackeray.

Tune.—To the tune of—to the amount of. F. A surprisingly large sum
of money is generally mentioned after the phrase.

Then Mr. Titmouse ventured to apply to Mr. O'Gibbet, that gentleman being Mr.

Titmouse's debtor to the tune of some five hundred pounds.—S. Wariikn.

Turf.—On the ^xr/—engaged in horse-racing. P.

" My dear Digby, you talk like a racing-man," said Mrs. Brabazon. " You should

remember that we are not all of us on the turf."—James Payn.

Turk.— To turn turk—to grow ill-tempered and arrogant. F.

Kmnia'ii liaving turned turk, startled my father.—II. KlNdSLKY.
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Turn.—To turn, in—to retire for the niglit. F.

" Well, I'll turn in ; I'm pretty tired," said Larry, rising and laying liis hand on the

old man's shoulder.

—

All the Year Round, 1S87.

To turn off—to dismiss. P.

" Then why don't you turn her off?"
" Who'd take such a useless old hag if I turned her off?"—C. Eeade.

7'o turn out—(a) to prove in the sequel ; to result. P.

£37,000 was private capital sunk in the land without any prospect of seeing the

capital again, and, as things have turned out, witliout even getting tlie interest.

—

Spectator, 1S87.

The tidings turned out to b3 correct.

—

Dickens.

(?)) to eject ; to evict. P.

To turn out in the cold—to repulse ; to reject ; to remove from a pleasant

situation. C.

It was a warm evening, as his father had observed ; but in one sense he had been

turned out in the cold, and he felt it bitterly.

—

James Payn.

To turn up—to show oneself ; to appear ; to happen unexpectedly. C.

" Perhaps my sister will turn up."
" How can she, if the roads are impassable?"

—

Blackwood's Ma(jazin«, ISSG.

He had come over to England to be an apothecary, or anything else that might
turn up. — Dickens.

He's turned up, by .Jove, a trump (nice fellow) all of a sudden.— S. Warren.
And nobody ever turned up that was able, in any way, to understand her.—Black-

more.
But something might turn up ; and it was devoutly to be hoped that Dr. Tempest

would take a long time over the inquiry.—A. Tiiollope.

To turn up one'n nose at—to show contemjjt for. C.

When first Chaldicotes, a very old country-seat, had by the chances of war fallen

into their hands, and been newly furnished, and newly dcconitrd, ami newly

gardened, and newly green-housed, and hotwatered by them, many of tlie county

peoplj had turned up their noses at them.—A. Tkollope.

To take turns. See Take.

By turns—alternately ; one after another. P.

They feel by turns the bitter change

Of tierce extremes ; extremes by change more fierce.—Milton.

To turn one's coat—to be a renegade ; to join the party one lias opposed. C.

I never turned my coat, as some fine gentlemen who have never been to Constanti-

nople have done. I never changed my principles.—0. A. Sal.^.

The celebrated Sir Jolm Urie, a soldier of fortune like Dalgetty, wlio ha<l already

changed sides twice already during the Civil War, and was destined to turn his coat

a third time before it was ended.- -Scott.

To turn one''s hach on—to refuse to acknowledge ; to repulse. C.

He could not consent to turn liis back upon helpless travellers.—W. Irving.
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To turn a deaf ear—to refuse to listen. P.

The Russian government, in the last few years, made repeated applications to the

governments of France and England for protection against Nihilist conspirators who
made Paris or London their residence ; but the English government has turned a

deaf ear to the requests made for legislation.

—

Fortnightly lieview, 1SS7.

To (urn one's hand to—to be ready to work at. C.

I can turn my hand to anything.—\V. Irving.

To turn the head of—to intoxicate ; to destroy the moral Ijalance of. P.

The youth's head is turned with reading romances.

—

Scott.

He was but a stripling of sixteen, and being thus suddenly mounted on horseback,

with money in his pocket, it is no wonder that his head was turned.—W. Irvixo.
" If you only know how much we— I mean I—made last week."
" Please do not tell me that. You might turn my head."

—

Besant.

To turn in one's grare. A phrase used with reference to dead people,

when something happens which would have annoyed them exceedingly

when alive. P.

William Slagg, you must have turned in your grave.—Huon Conway.

To turn the corner — to pass a critical point ; to change for the

better. C.

For the present this young man (althougli he certainly had turned the corner) lay

stiU in a very precarious state.

—

Blackmore.

To turn over—to transfer. P.

'Tis well the debt no payment does demand,
You turn me over to another hand.

—

Dry den.

To turn on one's heel—to go off with a gesture of contempt. P.

A very dry recognition on Miss Anna Maria's part replied to the effort I made to

salute her, and, as she turned on her heel, she said to her brother, " Breakfast's

ready," and left the room.—C. Lever.

To turn over a new leaf—to commence a new course of life ; to im-

prove in conduct. P.

Then, in a private postscript, he condescended to tell us that all would be speedily

settled to his satisfaction, and we should turn over a new leaf.

—

Maria Edoe-
wortii.

To turn one round one's little J!nger—to manage with ease. C.

" But he turns you and me round his little finger, old boy— there's no mistake

about that" And East nodded at Tom sagaciously.—T. Hucihes.

To turn a penny—to earn money. C.

1 attend sales, and never lose a chance of turning a penny.—C. Keade.

To turn the tables. See Table.

To turn tail—to go off; to turn back. F.

That night two .supers turned tail. An actress also, whose name I have forgotten,

refused to go on with her.— C. Keade.
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To turn to account—to make good use of ; to profit from. P.

It is possible that he would turn them to good account.

—

Thackeray.
The Americans are a time and money saving people, but have not yet, as a nation,

learned that music may be turned to account.—R. H. Dana, jun.

To do a good turn—to be of service. P.

Indeed, I tried, at Angela's suggestion, to do you a good turn with Philip Cares-

foot.—H. R. Haggard.

To do a bad or a7i ill turn—to injure. P.

Go to Crawley. Use my name. He won't refuse my friend, for I could do him
an ill turn if I chose.—C. Reade.
He is a wicked fellow, Bessie, and a dangerous fellow ; but he has more brains and

more power about him than any man in the Transvaal, and you will have to be care-

ful, or he will do us all a bad turn.—H. R. Haggard.

To turn the stomach—to cause sickness or loathing. P,

The stomach turns against them.

—

Hazlitt.

To turn ujwn—to prove unfaithful to ; to desert. P.

But he (George IV.) turned upon twenty friends. He was fond and familiar with
them one day, and lie passed them on the next without recognition.—Thacker \y.

Turned.—Turned out o/—educated at. C.

Indeed, he knew that the arguments of those who hold the doctrine of predestina-

tion, and its correlative reprobation, are logically unanswerable by the best theo-

logian ever turned out of Oxford.

—

Hugh Conway.

Turtle.—To turn the turtle,—to capsize. S.

Yes, Mr. Keene ; but turning the turtle is not making a quick passage—except to

the other world.—Captain Marryat.

Tweedle.—Tweedledum and tweedledee—two things wliich differ very

slightly, and are very insignificant at best. C.

Some say, compared to Bononcini,

That Mynheer Handel's but a ninny;
Others aver that he to Handel
Is scarcely fit to hold a candle.

Strange all this difference sliould be

'Twixt Tweedledum and Tweedledee.—John Bvrom.
Although Swift could not see tlie difference between tweedledee and tweedle-

dum, posterity has not shared the dean's contempt for Handel; the world has dis-

covered a difference between tweedledee and tweedledum, and given a hearty

applause and admiration to Hogartli, too, but not exactly as a painter of Scri|itural

subjects, or as a rival of Correggio.

—

Thackeray.
I'm afraid there won't be time to instruct my ignorance of the difference between

tweedledum and tweedledee before the end of November.—W. E. Nonius, in Gooil

Words, 1SH7.

Twenty.—Twenty and tirentij—man}'; innumcral)lo. C. Twonly and

twenty times = once and again.

I have hinted it to you twenty and twenty times by word of mouth —S. Richard-
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Twig.— To twig a person—to comprehend liim ; to understand Iiis mean-

ing ; to know what his intention is. S.

" Stay," cried he; " if he is an old hand he will twig the officer."—C. Reade.
I twig you now, my boy, Sam Slick, the clockmaker.—Haliburton.

Two.—In two hoos—immediately; withoiit any delay. F.

"Do they, indeed?" says I; "send them to me, then, and I'll fit the handle on

to them in two twos."—Haliburton.

To put or lay two and two together—to reason logically ; to draw a logical

conclusion. C.

The young fellows in Dublin, too, by laying two and two together, began to per-

ceive that there was a certain dragon in watch for the wealthy heiress.—Thackeray.
With one thing and another now I am so knocked about that I cannot put two

and two together.

—

Blackmore.
Gwendolen was a woman who could put two and two together.

—

George Eliot.

To have two strinr/s to one's botv—to have two tilings to rely upon ; to

have a second resource to fall back upon. C.

Now I must go and write a line or two for the public, and then inspect the asylum
with Suaby. Before post-time I will write a letter to a friend of mine who is a Com-
missioner of Lunacy, one of those strong-minded ones. We may as well have two
strings to our bow.— C. Reade.
You have now, as you see, what it is always well to have—two strings to your bow.

—Jam es Payx.
The American heiress is both powerful and wealthy, and Hester Beverley knows well

the advantage in this world of having two strings to your bow.

—

Florenx'e Marrvat.

To make two bites of a cherry—to divide something so small as not to

be worth a division. P.

If I was in your place, I wouldn't make two bites of a cherry.—C. Reade.

Two ran play of that game—another person can retaliate in the same

way. C.

" Woman, what do you mean ?" cries the visitor, rising to her feet.

" Now, don't you call me any names, or you will find that two can play at that

game."—Florence Marrvat.
Mr. Bassett had invoked brute force in the shape of Burdock. "Well, sir," said

he, " it seems they have shown you two can play at that game."—C. Reade.

Tv-o upon ten—two eyes on ten fingers—that is, "keep a watch on his

movements or he may steal." S. This watchword is often passed

round a shop when a suspicious character lias entered it.

Twopence.— To n-ant twopence in the shilling—to be weak in the brain;

to be crazy. F. The head is called sarcastically a man's "two-

penny;" as in the game of leap-frog, where the boy stooping down is

told to " tuck in his twopenny."

Twopenny.— Twopenny-halfpenny—of small value; insignificant. F.

The next day we took a i)rizc called the Onldcn Sun, belonging to a creek on the

m!»in, a twopenny-halfp'nny little thing, thirty-five tons.— G. A. Sala.

Those twopenny-Ii.ilfpcnny liglits wliich make so good an effect in the garden.—
Mrs. E. Lynn Li.vtos.
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u
Ugly.—A» 'ugly ducHing^something which is despised for its want of

l)eauty, but which afterwards wins admiration. C. In the fable from

whicli the phrase is taken the ngly duckling proved to be a swan.

" Well," said Campion, " you see I was one of the ducklings myself."

"Oh, ah, so you were," said Babcock, perfectly unabashed, "but we'll hope you'll

turn out more in the ugly duckling line."— F. Anstey.
And then we all get into our carriages, with the "ugly duckling," transformed

within the last quarter of an hour into a swan, leading the way.

—

Rhoda Broughton.

An iKjly cnMomer—an unpleasant individual to deal with; a person to

be afraid of. F.

Some of these good-looking young gentlemen are ugly customers enough when
their blood is up, and Cousin Charlie, like the rest, had quite as much "devil" in

his composition as was good for him.— G. J. Whyte-Melville.

As ugly as sin—repulsive in appearance. F.

Why, she is as ugly as sin ! Though she is my friend, I must acknowledge that.

—

Maria. Edgewokth.

Uncle.—^fy uncle's—the pawnbroker's. S.

" If you won't lend me, I must starve."
" Go to my uncle's," Titmouse groaned aloud.—.S. Warren.

Uncle Sam—the people or government of the United States. F.

"We call," said the clockmaker, "the American public Uncle Sam, as you call

the British John Bull."— Hai.iburton.
She was called the Cainlina, and, like the vessels in that trade, except the Atjacucho,

her papers and colours were from Uncle Sam.—E. H. D.\na, .iun.

Unction.—To lay a flattering unction to the soul—to soothe oneself

with a pleasant fancy. P. A Shakespearian phrase (Hamlet, act iii.,

scene 4).

And he had answered her, that she sent him straight to the devil ; that when she

heard in after times that vavrien, George Iluthven, had shot himself, or gone to

the dogs, she might lay the flattering unction to her soul that ^7n' had sent him
there.

—

Florence Marryat.

Union.—The Union Jack-—the flag of tlie United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Ireland. P.

The weighted corjise, wrapped round with a TTnion Jack, was borne along by the

sailors to the stern of tlic ship.—Wm. Black.

Up.

—

All up—certain destruction; a hopeless condition of affairs. C.

John realized that it was all up, and that to stop in the cart would only mean
certain death.—H. K. HA(iOARi>.

Pippin was as white as death, and I thought it was all up myself.—C. Kkape.
'Tis all up with the villains.- S. Wakuen.
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Up and about—no longer in l)ecl ; dressed and moving about. C.

It was then a little after five, and there was already a stir, an occasional footfall

along the principal streets. By the time he got to the Whitechapel Road there were

a good many up and about.

—

Besant.

Up in a/v?!s-—enraged ; ready to quarrel. C.

The squire would have been up in arms, no doubt, if he had known it.—Mrs.
Henry Wood.

Up a tree—in a dilemma ; thoroughly perplexed. S.

" AVorse than that," replied Jacques, looking very grave; " I'm in a regular fix

—

up a tree, by Jove."—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

UjM and dotcn.s—prosperity and adversity ; successive rises and falls. F.

The ups and downs of the rival parties furnished subjects for two excellent car-

toons.—Fortnightly Revieiv, 1SS7.

Uj^ fo a thint/ or (iro-^knowing; skilful. F.

As King Solomon says,—and that man was up to a thing or two, you may depend,

though our professor did say he wasn't so knowing as Uncle Sam,—it's all vanity and
vexation of spirit.

—

H.^liburton.

Ujy to somtthinrj—about to carry out a scheme. C.

Old Jacobson was as curious as anything over it, and asked the squire, aside, what
he was up to, that he must employ Crow instead of his own man.

—

Mrs. Henry Wood.

Up to the eyes—completely ; to its full extent. C.

Splatchett's farm is mortgaged up to the eyes.— C. Reade.

Up to the mark—in excellent condition or health ; not below the aver-

age. C. Generally used negatively.

"Come, Balfour," said Mr. Bolitho brightly, "have a glass of sherry and a cigar.

You don't look quite up to the mark this morning."

—

Wm. Black.

Upper.— The ^qyper hand—the control; power of governing. P.

Finally, the reports were that the governess had come round everybody, wrote Sir

Pitt's letters, did his business, managed his accounts—had the upper hand of the

whole house.

—

Thackeray.

The upper ten or iip>per ten thousand—the highest circle of society. P.

Next comes "The History of a Crime" (pace, Victor Hugo), of the high-falutin'

order, intended, we suppose, to give one a.glimpse of the iniquities of the upper ten.

—Edinburgh Revieiv, 18S7.

The upper ffory—the head or brain. F.

You see, the point we should gain would be this,—if we tried to get him through
as being a little touched in the upper .story,—whatever we could do for him, we
could do against his own will.—A. Trollope.

Upset.—An upset price^ihe price at whicli an article at an auction is

started by the auctioneer. P.

The upset price was one pound an acre, payable at once.—H. KiNfi.sLEY.

Upsides.— Upsides with {a person)—on an equal footing M'ith. F.

I am upsides with my neighbour now, since my new tiap has arrived.

23
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V
Vade.—A vade memm—a useful book of reference that can be carried

about; a constant companion. C. Latin: " Go with me.

"

The fact is, I can't say I'm versed in the school

So ably conducted by Marryat and Poole

;

(See the last-mentioned gentleman's " Admiral's Daughter,"

The grand vade mecum for all who to sea come).

—

Bakham.
All these things will be specified in time,

With strict regard to Aristotle's rules.

The vade mecum of the true sublime,

Which makes so many poets and some fools.—Byron.

Vae,— Vcevictis!—woe to the vanquished ! P. Latin.

Vce victis being of old the only regret expressed towards those against whom the

fortune of war had turned.

—

Chambers's Journal, 1S87.

Valet.— Valet de chamhre—bedroom servant; personal attendant. P.

French.

We are not the historic Muse, but her ladyship's attendant, tale-bearer

—

valet de

chamhre—for whom no man is a hero.

—

Thackeray.

Veil.—To take the veil—to become a nun. P.

He had, as he said, taken orders as a nun takes the veil, to get rid of the wicked

world.—R. Garnett, in Life of Carlyle.

Beyond the veil—in the other world ; in the regions of the dead. P.

The tale was finished in London on the 3rd of November 1S44, and early in De-

cember read by him from the proofs ready for publication at Torster's rooms to a

little party of friends, including Maclise and Stanfleld, Dyce, Laman Blanchard,

Douglas Jerrold, and Thomas Carlyle. Reader and hearers are beyond the veil;

there is not one left to us now.

—

Henry Morley.

To draw a veil over—to conceal. P.

There may be whole pages, close- written and full of stirring matter, which I have

chosen to conceal ; there may be occurrences which it is best, at this time, to draw

a veil over.—G. A. Sala.

Vengeance.— With^a vengeance—extremely; forcibly; unmistakably. C.

He could be logical with a vengeance—so logical as to cause infinite trouble to his

wife, who, with all her good sense, was not logical.—A. Trollope.

The Hispaniola reached Bristol just as Mr. Blandly was beginning to think of

fitting out her consort. Five men only of those who had sailed returned with her.

Drink and the devil had done for the rest, with a vengeance.—R L. Stevenson.

Ventre.— Ventre d terre—at the greatest speed. C. French. Liter-

ally, " with the belly on the earth."

Wo ride at speed, we drive at speed are married, divorced, robbed, ruined, and

enriched, all ventre il terre.'—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

Verbum.— Verbum sap.—a word is enough. A contraction of the Latin

phrase verbum sat sapienti, "a word is enough for a wise man." C.

I say no more. Verhum sap.—Wilkie Collins.
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Via.— Via media—a middle path ; a course between two opposite ex-

tremes. P. Latin.

It must be nnconditional surrender, or the last attempt at conciliation. There
was no via malia.—Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.

Vial.—To j>our out the lials of one's wrath—to give vent to one's anger;

to express one's indignation. P.

Slie pours out the vials of her mental wrath on the head of Mrs. West for encourag-

ing Staunton to come to Norman House.

—

Florence Marryat.

Vice.— Vice versd—making an interchange of positions
;

placing t\A'o

things each in the place of the other. P. Latin. Literally, '

' the

terms being exchanged."

They never laugh when they ought to weep, or ince versd (weep when they ought

to laugh).

—

James Payn.

Victory.—A Cadmean victory—a victory in which the victors suffer as

much as their enemies. P.

Vin.— Vin ordinaire—ordinary red wine, such as is supplied free of

charge at meals in a French hotel. P. French.

I suppose those toadies of his have supplied him with a vin ordinaire at a hundred
and twenty shUlings a dozen.—Wii. Black.

Virgin.— Virgin soil—what is fresh and unused. P.

I am convinced that comic opera, or rather operatic comedy, has an immense
future before it in this country. One may almost call it virgin soil.—Good Words,

1SS7.

Virtue.— To make a virtue of necessity—to do willingly what cannot

be avoided ; to submit with a good grace to what is inevitable. P.

Making a virtue of necessity, there are many in England who begin no longer to

regard Constantinople as a British interest of the first magnitude.

—

FoHnightly Re-

view, 1SS7.

Viva.— Vivd voce—using the voice and not the pen as the medium of

communication. P. Latin. The literal signification is " with the

living voice."

Dr. Johnson seems to have been really more powerful in discoursing vivd voce in

conversation than with his pen in his hand.— S. T. Coleridoe.
The sole examination is vivd voce and public, but, I was assured, of not the least

importance.

—

Journal of Education, 1S87.

Voice.—At the top of one's voice—loudly; in a high voice. P.

Volte.— Volte face—a complete change of position ; a reversal of con-

duct -6r policy. P. French.

N|Oth!ng in the last two years had happened to justify the conference in executing

a volte face.—Journal of Education, 1SS7.
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Volumes.—To speak volumes—to be important testimony ; to be very

significant. P.

Bella, yon know it is the same woman. You recognized her in a moment. That
speaks volumes.—C. Reade.
The epithet so often heard, and in such kindly tones, of "Poor Goldsmith,"

speaks volumes.—W. Iktiku

w
Wait.—To wait npon— (a) to pay a formal visit to. P.

The countess had actually come to wait upon Mrs. Crawley on the failure of her

second envoy.

—

Thackeray.

(/;) to attend to the wants of a person. P.

She had been so long used to be humoured and waited upon, by relations and ser-

vants, that she considered herself a sort of golden idol.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

To loaitfor another's shoes. See Shoe.

Walk.— To walk the planh— a punishment frequently imposed by
pirates on their captives. P. The unfortunate victims -were made to

walk along a plank jiartly overhanging the water. After a few steps

the plank tilted, and they were shot into the sea.

It is also to be deplored that pirates should be able to exact ransom by threaten-

ing to make their captives walk the plank.

—

Macaulay.
I had to take it, or walk the plank.—C. Reade.

To walk one's chalks—to go off. S.

The prisoner has cut his itick, and walked his chalks, and is off to London.—C.

KiNQSLEY.

A walk over the course, or a u-alk over—an easy victory; a victory gained

without any real competition. C.

To ivalk the chalk line—to be particular m one's conduct. S.

Make him walk the chalk line.

To walk the hospital—io prosecute medical studies with the view of be-

coming a physician. C. Before medical colleges were introduced

into England, students attached themselves to one or other of tlio

London liospitals.

Lor', no ; it's quite a stranger ; a young man that's just been walking the 'orspital

:

but they say he's very clever.—Miss Braddon.

-To iralk info a ]>erson—to scold liim ; to rate him soundly. S.

To walk into food—to eat lioartily of it. S.
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Wall.— To <jo to the wall-—to fail ; to be unsuccessful. P.

Quacks prosper as often as they go to the wall.

—

Thackeray.
He grows rich as the village grows poor ; and so the Moslem goes to the wall.—

St. James's Gazette, 1S'<7.

Charles's hopes had to go to the wall.

—

Mrs. Henry Wood.

The JfiKjer or handwriting on the ivcdl—the aimouncoiucnt of a coining

disaster. P. See H.vndav-ritixg.

This inexplicable incident, this reversal of my previous experience, seemed, like

the Babylonian finger on the wall, to be spelling out the letters of my judgment.

—

R. L. Stevenson.

Wall - flower. — A u-aU -flower — a lady who at a dance finds no
partners. C.

"I never dance."
" What ! are you never tired playing the wall-flower? Do not German waltzes in-

spire you ? "—Miss Braddon.

Wallaby.—To <jo on the Wallaby track—to go up country in search of

work. S. An Australian term.

War.— War to the Icnife—a bitter and deadly struggle. P.

Which war old Lady Lufton, good and pious and charitable as she was, considered

that she was bound to keep up, even to the knife, till Dr. Proudie and all his satel-

lites should have been banished into outer darkness.—A. Trollope.

To put on the ivar-2')aint—to dress oneself up in a conspicuous fashion

;

to wear one's finest clothes. F.

" Have you seen the hero of the evening ?
"

"Who? Do you mean the Portuguese governor in his war-paint ? "—H. R.

Haggard.

Warming.—A warming-jian—a person who holds a post until a minor

is ready to occupy it. P.

We used to call him in my parliamentary days W. P. Adams, in consequence of

his being warming-pan for a young fellow who was in his minority.—Dickens.

Warrant.—A warrant officer—a petty officer in the navy, as dis-

tinguished from a " commissioned officer." P.

What is surprising is to find myself a warrant officer.—Captain Marryat.

Wash.— To wash one's hands of—to refuse to have anytliing more to do

with. P.

To look at rae, you would hardly think " Poor Thady " was the father of Attorney

Quirk. He is a high gentleman, and never minds what poor Thady says, and having

better than fifteen hundred a year, landed estate, looks down ui)on lionest Thady;
but I wash my hands of his doings, and as I have lived so will I die, true and loyal

to this family.

—

Marta EixiKWoKTit.
" .\nd I think he said it was a cruel business—nnv, Vm surp he did ; and that, as

for liini, he washed his hands on't" (of it). Mr Aubrey seemed confounded.—S.

Warren.
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To wash one's dirty linen in j^Mic—to speak iii public of impleasant

private affairs ; to discuss unpleasant private matters before strangers.

P.
" I have been so pressed since my marriage," he said, " that it has been impossible

for me to keep things straight."

"But Lady Alexandrina—

"

" Yes, of course, I know. I do not like to trouble you with my affairs—there is

nothing, I tliink, so bad as washing one's dirty linen in public ; but the truth is,

that I am only now free from the rapacity of the De Courcys."—A. Tkollope.

Washed out—pale and bloodless in appearance. C.

She noticed that the young man who sat beside him looked rather pale and washed
out.

—

Hugh Conway.

Wasp.—A ivasjjs' nest—a place where there are plenty of enemies ; a

place where one is unwelcome. P.

It was into a wasps' nest that the imprudent Louise thrust herself.

—

Illustrated

London Neivs, 18S7.

Watch.— Watch and icatch—taking alternate watches. C.

We will fight the schooner watch and watch till daylight.—Captain Mabkyat.

Water.—To throw cold water on an enterprise—to discourage its pro-

motion ; to speak slightingly of it. P,

It was to be hoped Mr. Godfrey would not go to Tarley and throw cold water on
what Mr. Snell said there.

—

George Eliot.

Colman threw cold water on the undertaking from the very beginning.—W. Black.
Among them was Aurelia Tucker, the scoffer and thrower of cold water.

—

Besant.

In deep water—in difficulties
;
puzzled how to act. C.

Once he had been very nearly in deep water because Mrs. Proudie had taken it in

dudgeon that a certain young rector, who had been left a widower, had a very pretty

governess for his children.—A. Trollope

Of the Jirst ivater—of the highest type ; very excellent. C. A term

originally applied to precious stones.

One comfort, folk are beginning to take an interest in us. I see nobs of the first

water looking with a fatherly eye into our affairs.—C. Keade.

To hold wafer—to be tenable ; to be supported by facts. P.

That won't hold water. It does not commend itself to reason.—E. L. Stevenson.
Tales had gone about respecting her. Nothing very tangible, and perhaps they

would not have held water.— Mrs. Henry Wood.
He was secretly conscious that the theory of the evergreen tree would not hold

water.

—

James Payn.

To make the mouth wafer—to be excessively alluring ; to cause desire

and longing. P.

I could tell you things that would make your mouth water about the profits that

are earned in the musical branch of our own trade.

—

Good Words, 1SS7.

To be in hot ivater—to be in trouble or difficulties ; to have people angry

with one. C.

Tom was in everlasting hot water as the most incorrigible scapegrace for ten niilts

round.—T Uuohes.
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To water stock—to give away a proportion of the shines in a company
at a large discount or gratis. C.

But there's no use crying over spilt milk, or watered stock either.

To back wafer—to reverse tlie forward motion of a boat in rowing

;

to row backwards. P.

The captain gave orders to back water, and none too soon, for we just avoided a

collision.—K. H. Dana.

The water-works or the water-immps—the shedding of tears. F.

"Oh, Miss B—— , I never thought to have seen this day;" and the water-works

began to play.—Thackeray.
"Thank you, Dobbin," he said, rubbing Iiis eyes with his knuckles, "I was just

—

just telling her I would. And, O sir, she's so kind to mo." The water-pumps were
at work again (he again commenced to shed tears).

—

Thackeray.

Wax.— To wax fat and kick—to become unruly and hard to manage
through too great prosperity. P. A Biblical phrase (Deut. xxxii. 15).

During the prosperous period when our revenue was advancing by leaps and
bounds, it is to be apprehended that waiters as well as sailors waxed fat and kicked.
—Blackwood's Magazine, 1SS6.

In a wax—angry. S.

When she's in a wax there's nowhere a finer stringer of big ones (lies).

—

Besant.
" You needn't get into a wax over it, old chap," said my father.—H. Kingsley.

Way.—In a loay—(a) somewhat ; in a certain sense. C.

The people of the boarding-house continued to amuse liim, partly because they

were in a way afraid of him.—Besant.

(6) agitated ; much concerned. F.

The poor father is in a way about his son's misbehaviour.

Once in a way—rarely ; occasionally. C.

Once in a way a man might take too much.

—

Blackmore.

In afair way o/—likely to ; with every likelihood of. C.

Rothsay had come back to England in a fair way, for the first time in his life, of

making money.—Wilkie Collins.

In a good way—prosperous
;
prosperously. C.

He quitted the militia and engaged in trade, having brothers already established

in a good way in London.

—

Maria Edoewortd.

To make one's way—to be prosperous ; to rise. P.

He (Disraeli) is determined to make his way.

—

Edinhurgh Review, 1SS6.

To make way—to step aside so as to leave a passage ; to give place. P.

Make way there for the princess.—Shakespeare.
Every one .sliifting, and shuffling, and staring, and assisting in that curious and

confusing ceremony called making way.

—

Bkaconsfield.
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To go the way of all flesh—to die. P.

His former retainer, Phil Judd, had gone the way of all flesh.—il/«rrai/'s Maga.
zine, ISS?.

They nodded to each other by way of breaking the ice of unacquaintance, and the

first stranger handed his neighbour the family mug—a huge vessel of brown ware,

having its upper edge worn away like a threshold by the rut of whole generations of

thirsty lips that had gone the way of all flesh.—Thomas Hardy.

Li the ivay—proving an obstacle ; causing an obstruction ; not wanted ;

not welcome. P. Compare " in the road."

You may be (you are) a charming person, but just now you are a little in the way.
They resent your presence.

—

James Payn.
It may seem strange that I felt in the way in their company.

—

Mistletoe Bough,
1885.

Out of the icay—strange ; eccentric. P.

In her drama, which was so effective on the stage, Djek did nothing out of the

way.—C. Eeade.

Under ivay—in motion. P.

Arthur was perfectly charmed with everything he saw, and so was Agatha Terry,

until they got under way, when she discovered that a mail steamer was a joke
compared with the yacht in the matter of motion.—H. R. Haggard.

To be by icay of being—to be able to be classed as ; to come into the

category of. C.

Phipps was by way of being something of a musician.

—

Good Words, 1887.

By the ivay. A phrase used with remarks made incidentally, and not

belonging to the main subject. P.

With this, and showing the tricks of that dog, whom I stole from the sergeant of a
marching regiment (and, by the way, he can steal too upon occasion), I make shift to

pick up a livelihood.—H. INIackenzie.

To give way—(a) to yield ; to submit. P.

I have never seen the bridegroom's male friends give way to tears.

—

Thackeray.

(b) to break down ; to lose control of oneself. C.

"I see how it is," said poor Noggs, drawing from his pocket what seemed to be an
old duster and wiping Kate's eyes with it as gently as if she were an infant; "you're

giving way now."

—

Dickens.

To go a very little ivay vnth—to have small influence upon. C.

Her well-meant apology for her father went, indeed, but a very little way with her

comijauion.—James Payn.

Ways and means — necessary funds and the manner of procuring

them. P.

This passionless character is illustrated by Lewis's position in the Cabinet as

Chancellor of the Exchequer during the heiglit of the Crimean War and to its close,

and he was therefore responsible for finding the ways and means for carrying it on.

—

Westminster Review, 1SS7.

When money has to be raised, the House of Commons resolves itself into Com-
mittee of Ways and Means.
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Weak.— Weak as a cat—very feeble. F. Always of jihysical weak-

ness.

John looked round, and for tlie first time a sense of hope began to creep into his

heart. Perhaps they would survive after all.

" Let's go up and see. It is no good stopping here ; we must get food somewhere.

I feel as weak as a cat."—H. R. Il.viiuARU.

As iveak as icaier—very feeble. P. Used both of moral and of phy-

sical weakness.

Sir, I am only just getting well of a fever, and I am as weak as water.—C. Reade.
Away from you I am weak as water, excepting where she is concerned.

—

Florence
Mabryat.

Wear.— Wear and (ear—damage resulting from constant use and from

occasional accidents. P.

The increasing wear and tear of life, reducing leisure and making brevity in letter-

writing a primary consideration, supplies a third reason.

—

Macmillan's Magazine,

1SS7.

The castle walls have stood the wear and tear of centuries.

—

Edinburgh Review,

1887.

To wear on—to pass slowly (of time). P.

After the Bellamys' departure, the time wore on at Madeira without bringing

about any appreciable change in the situation.—H. R. Haggard.

To n-ear one's heart njion one's sleeve for daics to ^Jec^ at—to expose one's

private feelings to unfeeling criticism. P. A Shakespearian phrase.

See Heart and Sleeve.

She is, in fact, a fair specimen of an English maiden—upright, fearless, and whole-

some-looking. What more may be in her, her intimate friends alone know, for she

is not a woman to wear her heart upon her sleeve for daws to peck at.—Florence
Marryat.

Weather.— The iceather eye—the eye of a keen observer. F. A sea

plirase.

Job returned in a great state of nervousness, and kept his weather eye fixed upon
every woman who came near him.—H. R. Hagoard.
But you keep your weather eye open, Jim.—R. L. Sievenson.

Wedge.

—

The thin end or ed<je of the tcedge—the first small beginning,

whicli may lead to what is serious and important. P.

How or when he (Thackeray) made his very first attempt in London, I have not

learned ; but he had not probably spent his money witliout forming " press " acquaint-

ances, and had tluis formed an aperture for the thin end of tlie wedge.—A. Trollope.
It was the thin edge of the wedge, in good truth, and the driving home had to

come.—Mrs. E. Lynn Linton.
In tliis way the thin edge of the wedge has been inserted for French influence at

the back of Marocco.

—

Grant Allen, in Contemporary Review, ISSS.

Weeping.—To return by Weeping C7-oss—to regret deeply some under-

taking ; to be in a state of lamentation. F.

The lawyers' harvest-term is o'er.

Which to their purses brouglit good store ;

But many clients, to their loss,

Do return home by Weeping Cross.—/'oor Rubin, 17BB.
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Weigh.— Under iveigh—in motion. P.

We were soon under weigh again.—C. Lever.

Well.— Well, I never I—an exclamation of surprise. F.

This almost caused Jemima to faint with terror. "AVell, I never!" said she.
" What an audacious—" Emotion prevented her from completing either sentence.

—

Thackeray.
" Well, I never ! " said the old man. " My stay-at-home Jess wanting to go away,

and without Bessie, too ! What is the matter with you ? "—H. E. Haggard.

Well-to-do—in comfortable circumstances. P.

Moreover, she had a distillery of rum and arrack in Kingston itself, and everybody
agreed that she must be very well-to-do in the world.—G. A. Sai.a.

Well and good. A common consequent in a conditional sentence,

signifying that the result is satisfactory. C.

If it come up a prize, well and good ; and if it come up a blank, why, well and
good too.

—

Maria Edgeworth.

Truth lies at the bottom of a well. A saying which refers to the difficulty

of finding out the truth. C.

In his simple opinion the depth of the well, at the bottom of which truth is hid,

was nothing to the unfathomableness of his designs.—J. Maclaren Cobban.

Wet.—To ivet one's ivhistle—to take a drink of liquor. F.

"Musselboro, reach me down the decanter and some glasses. Perhaps Mr.

Crosbie will wet his whistle."
" He don't want any wine—nor you eitlier," said Musselboro.—A. Trollope.
But if you'U believe me, sir, they don't so much as wet their whistles.—A. TroliTope.

whack.—To take one's whach—to drink liquor. S.

Dinner parties, where the guestb drank grossly, and even the school-boy took his

whack, like licorice-water.—R. L. Stevenson.

What.—/ tell yon v:hat. This phrase calls the attention of the listener

to some important statement. C
I know something about that place (the House of Commons), I think ; and I tell

you what besides, that if there had not been this interruption, Mr. Disraeli might
have made a failure.

—

Sheil.

What not—various things difficult to mention severally. C.

In these rooms in Wine Office Court, and at the suggestion or entreaty of New-
bery, Goldsmith produced a good deal of miscellaneous -writing—pamphlets, tracts,

compilations, and what not, of a more or less marketable kind.

—

Wm. Black.

To hioiv ivhat's ivhat—to be intelligent and well-informed. C.

If, perhaps, such men as Louis Philippe and Monsieur A. Thiers, minister and
deputy, and Monsieur Francois Guizot, deputy and excellency, had, from interest or

conviction, opinions at all differing from the majority, why, they knew what was
what, and kept their opinions to themselves.

—

Thackeray.

What-do-you-call-'em. A phrase used like Thingamy, because one forgets

the exact name, or does not wish to utter it. F.

" I might feel it was a great blow," said Miss Snevellicci, " to break uj) old associa-
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tions and what-do-you-call-'enis of tliat kind, but I would submit, my dear, I would
indeed."

—

Dickens.
" Well," I said, " three guineas, which I shall have over, will buy mo a pair of

what-d'ye-call-'ems."

—

Tiiackekav.

WhaVti-his-name. Used like tlie previous phrase. F.

Jfy dearest Editli, there is siich an obvious destiny in it, that really one might al-

most be induced to cross one's arms upon one's frock and say, like those wicked

Turks, there is no What's-his-name but Thingummy, and What-you-may-call-itis his

prophet.

—

Dickens.

Wheel.—To go on wheels—to advance smootlily and rapidly ; to make
rapid progress. C.

The thing went on wheels. Richard Bassett was engaged to Jane Wright almost

before he was aware.—C. Reade.

To put a spohe in a 7nan's wheel—to interrupt his career of success ; to

embarrass him. C.

You have put a most formidable spoke in my wheel by preventing the extension

of the borough.

—

Good Words, 1S87.

WMle.—To ivhile away—to pass in amusement ; to spend for purposes

of amusement. P.

And so he went on riding with her, and copying music and verses in her album,
and playing chess with her very submissively ; for it is with these simple amusements
that some officers in India are accustomed to while away their leisure moments.—
Thackeeay.

Whip.— The whip-hand—the control ; the power of ruling. C.

"Why, Anne, do be reasonable. If I gave you those letters, I should never be able

to sleep in peace. For the sake of my own safety, I dare not abandon the whip-hand
I have of you.—H. R. Haggard.
The secret of all success is to know how to deny yourself. If you once learn to

get the whip-hand of yourself, that is the best educator. Prove to me that you can

control yourself, and I'll say you're an educated man ; and without this all other

education is good for next to nothing.—Mrs. Ouphant.

Whistle.—To pay dear for one's whistle—to pay too much for some

coveted possession or pleasure. P.

We went off in very great state, but still having to pay with needless heaviness for

our whistle.—G. A. Sala.

To ivet one's ivhistle. See Wet.

To irhis/le for anything. This phrase is used when tliere seems to be

no reasonable chance of obtaining tlic thing desired. C.

If we only got what we deserved—Heaven save us !—many of us might whistle for

a dinner (go dinnerless).

—

Tbackerav.

White.—-^t a white heat—in an intense passion; very angry or ex-

cited. P.

They let their thinking be done for them, in all critical moments, by Parisian jour-

nalists at a white \\Q>ik\,.—Contemporary Review, 1887.
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A ivhite lie or Jib—a statement which is verbally true, but really and
essentially false. P.

Between them both, Helen was in a corner. She might have been capable of telling

a white fib and saying she had not the letter, rather than let her father see it.—Mrs.
Henky Wood.

White as a sheet—intensely pale. P.

Next second a terrible crash resounded from the other end of the room. George
turned white as a sheet, and sank into a chair.—H. E. Haggard.
When they took him out of the black hole after six hours' confinement, he was

observed to be white as a sheet and to tremble violently all over.—C. Reade.

White soup—the substance which is obtained by putting silver plate,

etc., into the melting-pot. S. A term used by London thieves.

Gold watches, silks and shawls and trinkets, yards of brocade, ells of lace, and
last, not least, a caldron always on the boil for the manufacture of that all-absorbing

fluid which is called "white soup," and is sold by the ounce, surrounded the once
virtuous Gingham in her respectable home.—G. J. Whyte-Melville.

White caps—waves having their tops wliite through the wind breaking

them into foam. C. Also known as " white horses."

It was no gale, but only a fair wind ; the water foamed along the ship's sides, and
as her bows descended, shot forward in hissing jets of spray; away on every side

flocked the white caps.—W. D. Howells.

A whited sepulchre—something outwardly fair but inwardly corrujit. P.

A Scriptural phrase (Matt, xxiii. 27).

So that (bad as I may be. Lady Swansdown) I consider myself a better woman
than you (and such as you) are. Oh, yes ! I know you don't stand alone. I know
there are plenty like you in the best society—whited sepulchres, fair without, and
rottenness and dead men's bones within.—Florence Marryat.

The white feather. See Feather.

Whole.— Upon the whole—taking everything into consideration. P.

Upon the whole, Emma left her with softened and charitable feelings.

—

J.\ne

Austen.

Wide.—There is a ivicle cjulf fixed—there is a great and permanent

cause of separation. P. Tlie phrase is taken from the New Testa-

ment. See the parable of Dives and Lazarus (Luke xvi.).

Lady " Pat," as she is called by her familiar friends, would seem to be a fitter

companion, both in station and age, for Lady Swansdown than Mrs. Beverley; but

between the countess and Lady Pat there is a great gulf fi.\ed.—Florence Marryat.

Wide awake—smart ; clever. C.

Sir Bate Coombe likes to be admired, even by an old maid ; but he is too wido

awake to let her see it.

—

Flokknuk Marryat.

To give a wide berth—to avoid. C.

Always give the redcoats a wide berth, my dear.—G. A. Sala,
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Wigging.— To get a trigging—to be scolded. F.

However, it did not take him long to pardon John Monckton, while, as for the

tremendous wigging which he would doubtless receive from his father, he had no
difficulty at all about pardoning that in advance.

—

Good Words, ISSi.

Wild.—-4 u'ihl-goose chase—a foolish and fruitless search. P.

"Wouldn't to-morrow do for this wild-goose chase?" inquired Wheeler.—C.
Reade.

Will.— Will he, nill he—whether he wishes or not. C.

An imprudent marriage is a different thing, for then the consequences are inevi-

table when once the step has been taken, and have to be borne, will he, nill he.

—

Mrs. Oliphant.

Will-o'-the-icisp—the i<inisfatnns, or phosphorescent light which hovers

over marshes ; anything which deludes or deceives. C.

"I am very, very miserable; give me hope, the light of hope."
" It would be a will-of-the-wisp, Willie."

—

James Pavx.

Willow.—To icear the willow—(a) to occupy the lowest jilace or

seat. C.

{h) to be in mourning; to be in grief. C.

This went on until the summer of the year 1C57, when her father gently put it to

her that she had worn the willow (grieved for her lover) long enough, and would
have to ally herself with some gentleman of worth and parts in that part of the

country.—G. A. Sala.

But as high an estimate of Hazlitt is quite compatible with the strongest political

dissent from his ojiinions, and with a total freedom from the charge of wearing the

willow for (deploring the death of) painting.

—

Macmillan's Magazine, 18S7.

(c) to be forsaken. C.

" You have heard the news (of Miss Grantley's approaching marriage), Ludovic?"
she asked.
" Oh, yes ; it's at all the clubs. I have been overwhelmed with presents of willow

branches."—A. Trollope.

Win.—To v:in the day—to be successful. P.

Yet if, on the one side, there stood cold science, and on the other a • uflfering girl,

it is ridiculous to acknowledge that the girl alwaj's won the day.—Besant.

To win at a ranter—to gain an easy victory. C.

Petty finery without, a pinched and stinted stomach within ; a case of Back verms
Belly (as the lawyers would say), the plaintiff winning in a canter.—S. Warren.

Wind.—In the vind—about to happen ; talked of as probable. C.

All of a sudden the coach stopped. " Hallo," said my uncle, " what's in the wind
now?"—DicKEVs.
He never has a kind word to say of me even when we're alone ; I believe there's

some one else in the wind.

—

Florence Marrvat.
" .Such things never happen to such a poor devU as me," exclaimed Huckaback

with a sigh.

" Wliat is in the wind, I wonder?" muttered Titmouse.— S. Warren.
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To get 2innd—to be talked about ; to circulate as news. P.

His return had got wind, and every farmer under fifty had resolved to ride with

him into Huntercombe.—C. Reade.
" And now, since we are to go," said Lady Clonbrony, " pray let us go immedi-

ately, before the thing gets wind, else I shall have Mrs. Dareville, and Lady Lang-
dale, and Lady St. James, and all the world coming to condole with me, just to

satisfy their own curiosity."

—

]Ma.ria Edgeworth.

To get ivind of—to obtain news regarding ; to learn about. C.

I could get wind of the amount given, now, if I wanted.

—

Macmillan's Magazine,

1SS7.

Luckily Mr. Hodge speedUy got wind of our misfortune.—G. A. Sala.

To go to the winds—to be dissipated ; to be utterly lost. P.

Few men can bear to see a sweet and pretty woman in tears, and this little incident

was too much for John, whose caution and doubts all went to the winds together,

and have not since been heard of.—H. R. Haggard.
At this all young Fielding's self-restraint went to the winds.—C. Reade.

In the ivind's eye—right in the face of the wind
;
pointing directly to

the quarter from which the wind comes. P.

At last, however, she fell right into the wind's eye, was taken dead aback, and
stood there awhile helpless, with her sails shivering.—R. L. Stevenson.

To raise the ivind—to obtain necessary funds. F,

To raise the wind some lawyer tries.—J. and H. Smith.

Betwixt wind and water. The part of a ship betwixt wind and water is

tliat portion which is below the water-line, except when the ship lieels

over under the pressure of the wind. There is of coiirse great danger

when a shot strikes here. The phrase is used figuratively.

That shot was a settler ; it struck poor Sail right atwixt wind and water (in the

most susceptible place).

—

Halibubton.

To take the wind out of another's sails—to anticipate another ; to gain a

clever advantage over a competitor, C.

Ex-Bailie Laverock announced the important fact that one gentleman had offered

him two-thirds of the £12,500 loan at So per cent., and anotlier gentleman had
offered him £500 at the same rate. This quite took the wind out of the sails of

the party in power. Tliey looked aghast at each other, and it was evident from
their countenances that the ex-bailie's statement had a terribly depressing effect on
the majority.

—

St. Amlrews Citizen, 1SS6.

By the way, I flatter myself that I have rather taken the wind out of Mr. Bus-
wcU's sails.

—

Good Words, 1SS7.

It's an ill tvind that hloios nobody good—few calamities arc liarniful to

all concerned. C.

But it is an ill wind that blows nobody good. This storm raised George Fielding's

better part of man.—C. Reade.
This very sensible view of the matter reassured Brian, who thought to himself,

"It's an ill wind that blows nobody good; perhaps when she is Mrs. Pubbin sho

won't want to sing in the choir any more."

—

Good Words, 1SS7.
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To take wind—to become known. P.

I could easily have brought her ladyship to her senses, however ; but my scheme
had taken wind, and it was now in vain to attempt it.

—

Thackerav.

To the four winds [of heaven)—completely irrecoverable. P.

" Heaven knows," answered John, carelessly; "given to Tom, Dick, and Harry

—

scattered to the four winds. I have not kept one of them."—Miss Braddon.

Wind.—To icind up—to settle; to bring to a conclusion. P. Generally

used of the formal settlement of the affairs of a business firm that is

broken up.

If you like to retire and leave me to wind up the concern, a cheque for £10,000 is

at your service.— Mistletoe Bough, ISSo.

With this beautiful metaphor I shall wind up (bring my remarks to a close).

Wing.—To dip another's tvings—to hamper his movements; to lessen

his power of action. C.

To take binder one's wing—to protect; to patronize. C.

AVe heard you were under Lady Patrick's wing, and felt that you were safe.—
Florence Marryat.
As for you, ISIiss EUa, with your papa's permission, I shall henceforth take you

under my wing.—James Payk.

To lend toings to—to increase the speed of ; to hasten. P.

I could hear hails coming and going between the old buccaneer and his comrades,

and this sound of danger lent me wings.—K. L. Stevensom.

The mngs of Azrael. See Azrael.

To take icing—to fly off suddenly ; to depart without warning. C.

So Beauchamp took wing; and whether Lady Bracknell was annoyed or relieved

by his flight I cannot venture to say.—W. E. Norkis.

Wink.—To toinlc at—(a) to signal to with the eye in token of a mutual

understanding. P.

" But now your mother's not by, you know," said Mrs. Dolly, winking at the land-

lady ;
" now your mother's not by—

"

" Yes ; nobody will tell of you," added the landlady.—Maria Edgewoeth.

(h) to pretend not to see ; to take no notice of. P.

Later on the emperors were fain to wink at what they would not sanction and
could not extirpate.

—

Fortnightly Review, 1887.

To unnk on—the same as to ivink at (a). P.

" Very well, sir," cried the squire, who immediately smoked him (quizzed him),

and winked on the rest of the company to prepare us for the sport; "if you are for

a cool argument upon the subject, I am ready to accept the challenge."

—

Goldsmith.

Winking.—Like vnnking—quickly ; eagerly. S.

Nod away at him, if yon please, like winking.

—

Dickens.
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Wish.—To wish to goodness—to be very desirous. F.

" And to be lying all the time horribly sick in your berth, and wishing to goodness
you were back again in the schoolroom learning about the feudal system," Lady
Mordaunt suggested.

—

Murray's Magazine, 1887.

To ivish one joy of anything. A phrase generally used sarcastically to

intimate that the person who has the object will find it a troiiblesome

possession. C.

The apothecary's apprentice wished Mrs. Corney joy of her job, and took himself

off on tiptoe.

—

Dickens.

Wit.—At one's wit's end—in a state of utter perplexity ; wholly puzzled

how to act. P.

Mr. Felspar was almost at his wit's end how to act.

—

James Patn.

To have one's wits about one—to be observant ; to be (|uick at seeing and

acting. C.

Cripps, if his wits had been about him, must have yielded space and bowed.

—

Blackmore.
Whatever might be urged about William Henry, it could not be said that he had

not his wits about him.—James Payn.

Witch.— To be no iritch—to be quite sharp. C.

The editor is clearly no witch at a riddle.

—

Carlyle.

The witch is in it—there is some mysterious, supernatural influence al

work. F.

She had never heard of the fate that was once supposed to appoint the sorrows of

men irrespective of their blamelessness or blame, before the time when it came to be

believed that sorrows were penalties ; but in her simple way she recognized something
like that mythic power when she rose from her struggle with the problem, and said

aloud to herself, " Well, the witch is in it."—W. D. Howells.

Withers.—Our withers are unwrung—we are not hurt or irritated. P.

The metajihor is taken from a galled horse, the withers being the

ridge between the shoulder-bones.

Let the galled jade wince ; our withers are unwrung.

—

Shakespeare.
" I know you are," said Robarts, who knew the man well, and cared nothing for

his friend's peculiarities when he felt his own withers were unwrung.—A. Trol-
LOl'E.

Wolf.—To cry " wolf"—to call out for help when none is needed, until

one's friends get disgusted, and do not come at a real crisis. P.

" O Beavis ! " exclaimed the duke ;
" this is Beavis's cry of wolf, is it?"

" Papa," said Lady Grace, in urgent tones, " when the wolf did come the cry was
disregarded."—S. Barinq-Gould.

To keep the wolf from the door—to obtain sufficient to sustain life ; to

avoid dying of hunger. C.

Giving tlio poople that employment to which they had always been accustomed,
and without which they would, in many cases, have found no little difficulty in

keeping the wolf from tlicir liumblc doors.— Jlfitrrni/'ji Magazine, 1S87.
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A >roIf in sheep's cloth i)i;j—a dangerous person who pretends to l)e rjuite

harmless. P.

" Tliere are three thousand men in the British army," announced the old vrouw
oracularly, and casting a severe glance at the wolf in sheep's clotliing, the man of

blood who pretended to farm.—II. R. HAoaARD.

Wonder.—For a wonder— strangely enough; contrary to expecta-

tion, r.

For a wonder he was not sea-sick.—C. Reade.

Wood.—Old of (he ivood—free from danger ; escaped from a diffi-

culty. C.

Mr. Josceline had merely observed indifferently, " I think we may be quite com-

fortable as to our young friend's getting out of the wood " (recovering from bis danger
ous illness).

—

Jame.s Payn.
Not being a man of invention, he could not see his way out of the wood at all.—

C. Reade.

Wooden.— The trooden spoon—the prize supposed to be conferred on

the lowest graduate in a college list. F.

Here is something about a wooden spoon that he says he quite expected to have
won for a prize, but the examiners have gone and given it to Mr. Richard Lutbridge

instead.

—

Annie Keary.

Wooden nntmer/s—citizens of Connecticut State in America. F. The
name arose from a swindling transaction successfully carried out by a

merchant of Hartford, the capital of Connecticut. The people of this

state are noted for their sharpness in commercial transactions.

He called me a Yankee peddler, a cheating vagabond, a wooden nutmeg.

—

Hali-

BURTON.

Wool.—To drai'^ or pnU (he wool over one's eyes—to cheat or hoodwink

him. F.

" Ahab," said I, " I have but a few minutes to stay with you, and if you think to

draw the wool over my eyes, it might perhaps take a longer time than you are think-

ing on, or than I can spare."

—

Hai.iburton.

I don't propose lie shall pull the wool over my eyes, or anybody else.
—

"W. D.

How ELLS.

To f/o a-ii!Ool-fja(her'ing—to go astray ; to be bewildered. C.

"What misconception?" asked the Pater, whose wits, once gone a-wool-gather-

ing, rarely came back in a hurry.

—

Mrs. IFrnry Wood.
The unhappy little man, wliose head was never of the strongest, and his wits al-

ways going a-wool-gathering, went stark, staring mad.— G. A. Sala.

To he wool
-(fatherin (J

—to be in an absent-minded state. C.

Mr. Robarts had come round to the generally accepted idea that Mr. Cr.awley had

obtained possession of the choquo illegally, acquitting his friend in his own mind of

theft, simply by suppo.sing that he was wool-gatlicring when the cheque came in his

way.—A. Titoi.LorE.

24
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Word.— To have word:^ or a vord—to have an angry discussion ; to

quarrel. C.

He is a poor, sneaking creature, and my brother George he caught Crawley selling

up some poor fellow or other, and they had words.—C. Reade.
"^>v " We were a very happy little company, Johnson," said poor Crummies. " You and

I never had a word."

—

Dickens.

A man of his word—a man to be depended on ; a trustworthy man. P.

As for himself, Mr. Osborne, he was a man of his word.

—

Thackeray.

To take the word—to commence speaking. P. A French plirase.

The colonel, left alone with his wife for the first time since he had come to town,

made haste to take the word.—W. D. Howells.

Upon my word—certainly ; surely ; I assure you. C.

Upon my word, you answer as discreetly as she could do herself.—Jane Austen.

By word of montli—orally; with the tongue. P.

That noble instrument (the organ) was saying to her something which the playei

did not venture to say by woi"d of mouth.

—

Good Words, 1SS7.

The chance of entrapping Magdalen by word of mouth.—Wilkie Collins.

Work.— To u'orh the ropes—to control ; to manage a scheme M'ithout

being observed. C.

How our mutual friend worked the ropes is more than I can tell you.—H. E.

Haqoard.

To %oorlc up)—to investigate thoroughly and with a special purpose. - P.

Having some private means of his own, he had gone out to India for the purpose

of working up certain still obscure problems.—il/iUTof/'s Magazine, 1S37.

To make short v)orh of—to finish quickly ; to gain an easy victory

over. S.

We all thought he would make short work of the soldier-officer.—G. A. Sala.

World.—AH the world and his wife—every one without exception. C.

Miss. Pray, madam, who were the company?
Lady S. Why, there was all the world and his wife.—Swift.

A man of the world—a man well acquainted with public and social

life. P.

" I am not at all a man of the world," he said ;
" and of the law I know nothing."

—Blackmore.

The world, the flesh, and the devil—love of jilcasurc, sensual indulgence,

and vicious iiropensities. P.

He renounces the world, the flesh, and the devil, proaokcs and prays day and
night.

—

Haliburton.

Worm.—To worm out information—to obtain information liy subtle

devices. P.

By the aid of liquor he wormed out their story.—C. Reade.
By these moans lie wormed out of Mr. G. the whole story of his adventure.—G. P.

R. James.
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Worse.—The worst half—a. playful name for a husband. F. " Better

half " is a common name for a wife.

It would be a nice amusement for some of these long evenings, and the prepara-

tions would serve to occupy our time, whilst our worse halves arc out sliooting.

—

Florence Marryat.

"Worst.—If the }ror.^f comei^ to the vorst—in the event of tilings turning

out very badly. C.

" If the worst comes to the worst," Becky thought, " my retreat is secure."—

Thackeray.

Worth.— Worth one's vhile—advantageous
;
profitable. P.

Upon the face of the thing, it looks as if it might be worth your while.—Gooei

Words, 1SS7.

]Vorth one^s ftalt—efficient ; a good workman. F.

It was plain from every line of his body that our new hand was worth his salt.—It.

L. Stevenson.

Would.— Wonld-he— in intention; anxious to be considered this or

tliat. P.

The would-be wags among the boys racked their brains to find the means of tor-

menting her through her name.—S. Baring-Gould.

Wrapped.— Wrapped up rw—wholly devoted to. C.

Lork, Mrs. Richards, no ; her pa's a deal too wrapped up in somebody else.—

Dickens.

Wreck.— Wrerl- and ruin—complete riiin. P. See Rack axd Ruix.

The whole estate is going to wreck and ruin because my uncle won't have the rabbits

killed down.—Wsi. Black.

Wrinkle.—A vrinUe on one's horn—a valuable hint. S.

"Now," says the major, "I'll give you. Slick, a new wrinkle on your horn."

—

Haliburton.

Write.—To write anything up—to praise in a systematic manner

through the press. C.

" Pray, Mr. Grey, is it true that all tlie houses in Russell Square are tenantless ?

"

" Quite true. A perfect shame, is it not? Let us write it up."— Beaconsfield.

Wrong.— The UTong side of sixty or seventy—more than sixty or seventy

years of age. F.

The old woman answered, " That though her master was a deal on the wrong side

of seventy, yet he was as alert, and thought no more of going about than if he was as

young as the gentleman who was now .speaking to her."—Maria Edgewortu.

. To hare got up on the icrong side of the bed—to have got out of bed the

wrong way. F. This is said of a person who is in a cross humour
during the day.

There is a pleasing nursery fiction that accounts for many disagreeable things by

a theory on tlie right and the wrong way of getting out of bed. Valentine remem-
bered this, and felt (piite certain that Sam, Melenda, .and Lizzie had all tlirce got

out of bed the wrong way that morning. Tliere was going to be a row, and one of

uncertain dimensions.

—

Besant.
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Yorkshire

X
X.

—

Donhle X—a superior qiicality of lieer. C.

And I said, " A pint of double X, and please to draw it mild !

Yarn.— '^'o spin a yam. See Spin.

Year.— Years of discretion—an age when one is able to judge between

what is right and what is wrong. P.

A mere boy ; a very lad. Not come to years of discretion yet ; and never will, if

he goes on raging in this manner.—G. A. Sala.
I'm afraid the cat got out of the bag when Mrs. Pasmer came to the years of dis-

cretion.—W. D. HOWELLS.

Year of grace—year dating from the birth of Jesus Christ. P. Equi-

valent to Anno Domini, or year of our Lord.

My story begins in the year of grace seventeen hundred and sixty-four.

Yellow.— Yellow Jack—the yellow fever. F.

I have been in places hot as pitch, and mates dropping round with Yellow Jack.

—

R. L. Stevenson.

Yeoman.—Yeoman''s duty or service—excellent work. P.

The shattering of the false image had done him yeoman's service.—A. Trollope.
In the gratitude of his heart, George would willingly have given a thousand pounds

towards the erection of a statue to Hilda Caresfoot, whose outraged pride and
womanly jealousy had done him such yeoman service.— H. R. Haooard.

Indeed, it is quite certain that he (Benvenuto Cellini) performed more than yeo-

man's duty as a gunner all through tlie period of the sack of Rome. — J. A.

Symonds.

Yorkshire.—To come Yorkshire over a man—to cheat or swindle him.

F. Yorkshire jockeys were known for their tricky dealings in the

sale of horses. See Macaulay's ]Varren Hastings: "And the crime

for which Niincomar was about to die was regarded by them in much
the same light in which the selling of an imsound horse for a sound

price is regarded by a Yorkshire jockey."

" Surely," said John, " what I say I stick by."
" And that's a fine thing to do, and manly, too," said Nicholas, " though it's not

exactly what we understand by coming Yorkshire over us in London."- -Dickkn.s.



APPENDIX.

OLD SAYINGS.
As poor^ as a church-mouse, as thin as a

rail,

As fat as a porpoise, as rough as a gale.

As brave as a lion, as spry as a cat.

As bright- as a sixpence, as weak-* as a rat.

As proud'* as a i)eacock, as sly as a fox.

As mad^ as a March hare, as strong*" as

an ox.

As fair as a lily, as empty as air,

As rich as a Crcesus, as cross" as a bear.

As pure* as an angel, as neat as a pin.

As smart as a steel-trap, as ugly as sin.

As dead as a door-nail, as white as a sheet.

As flat as a pancake, as red^ as a beet.

As round as an apple, as black ^^ as your
hat,

As brown as a berry, as blind ^^ as a bat.

As mean as a miser, as full as a tick.

As plump as a partridge, as sharp'- as a

stick.

As clean as a penny, as dark as a pall,

As hard^"* as a millstone, as bitter'^ as gall.

As fine as a fiddle, as clear '^ as a bell,

As dry as a herring, as deep as a well.

As light as a feather, as firm as a rock,

As stiff as a poker, as calm as a clock.

As green '^ as a gosling, as brisk as a bee,

—

And now let me stop, lest you weary of me.

From Alden's Favourite Gems of Song and Poetry.

EQUIVALENT EXPRESSIONS.

^ As poor as Job.
" As bright as a button.
•* As weak as a cat; also (of moral

weakness) as weak as water
* As proud as Lucifer.

^ As mad as a hatter.

^ As strong as Hercules.
^ As cross as two sticks.

8 As pure as the driven snow.

" As red as a salamander.
'" As black as a crow.
" As blind as a mole.
'•^ As sharp as a needle.
'•^ As hard as nails.
'* As bitter as aloes.

15 As clear as crystal (of trans

parency).
••^ As green as grass.

SIMILAR EXPRESSIONS.

Beautiful as the day.

Bold as brass.

Cold as charity.

Cool as a cucumber.

Cruel as the grave.

Drunk as a lord.

Bull as ditchwater.

Grave as a judge.

Greedy as a pig.

Hapi)y as a king.

Heavy as lead.

Hungry as a hawk.

Merry as a cricket.

"*°*®|. Methuselah
Pleased as Punch.

Quiet as pussy.

.Sick as a dog.

Sober as a judge.

Soft as soap.

_ , (a church.
Sound as ; , ,,

( a bell.

Sour as vinegar.

Straight as an arrow.

Sure as a gun.

Sweet as a peach.

Swift as an eagle.

True as steel.

Vain as a fchoolgirl.

(a serpent.

Wise ass Solomon.

(.Socrates.



AUTHORS, AIvro:NYMOUS WORKS,
ajn'd journals quoted.

An asterisk shjnifics that the work is frequently quoted.

Addison, Joseph (1672-1719), essayist and poet; one of the greatest literary names of

the Queen Anne period. "Whoever wishes to attain an Englisli style, familiar

but not coarse, and elegant but not ostentatious, must give his days and niglits to

the study of Addison."

—

Johnson.
Adeler, Max, American humourist. His real name is Charles Heber Clark.

Ainger, Alfred, essayist and critic.

All the Year Round, a periodical, started by Dickens in lSu9, and still flourishing.

Allen, Charles Grant, scientific and popular writer and novelist ; born at Kingston,
Canada, in 1848. Author of For Maimlt's Sake, Pliilistia, Bahijlon, etc.; also of

Plujsioloijical JEstMks, The Colour Sense, The Ecohdionist at Lanje, Vignettesfrom
Nature.

Anstey, F., novelist. Author of Vice Versd,* The Giant's Robe,* A Fallen Idol,* The
Black Poodle and Other Tales.* " F. Anstey " is a nom de plume.

Arbuthnot, John, M.D. (1675-1735), one of the prominent writers of the Queen Anne
period. Author of Law is a Bottomless Pit; or. The History of John Bull (1713).

Argosy, The, a monthly magazine, edited by Mrs. Henry Wood until her death in 1887.

Arnold, Matthew, D.C L. Oxon., LL.D. Edin. (1S22-1S8S), widely known as a poet,

essayist, and critic. " His essays ought to live longer than most of their time."

—

Swinburne. Author of Literature and Dogma,* Friendship's Garland,* Culture
and Anarchy,* St. Paul and Protestanti.mi, Essays in Criticism,* etc.

Asiatic Quarterly Review, a standard publication, principally treating of India and
Indian matters.

Athenaeum, The, a weekly review of literature and art, holding a unique place as a
critical authority. London : started 1829.

Atterbury, Rev. Francis, D.D., Bishop of Rochester (1662-1732), an able and prolific

writer of the Queen Anne period. " In his writings we see language in its strictest

purity and beauty."

—

Doddridge.
Austen, Jane (1775-1817), one of the most delightful of English novelists. Autlior of

Sense and Semibiiity,* Pride and Prejudice,* Korthangcr Ahbcij, Emma,* Mansfield
Park, Persuasion.* Miss Austen's works were much admired by Sir Walter Scott,

and are still widely read.

Bacon, Francis, Viscount St. Albans (1561-1(526). Author of The Advancement of
Learning, Essaijs, etc.

" The world to Bacon does not only owe
Its present knowledge, but its future too."

—

Drydex.
It is incorrect to call liira Lord Bacon; his titles were Lord Verulum and Lord St.

Albans.
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Barhain, Richard Harris (178S-1845), Dovelist, versifier, and miscellaneous writer.

Best known for his amusing Ingoldshy Legends.*

Baring-Gould, Sabine, essayist and novelist. Autlior of Tlie Path of the JuAt(,ii>Zi);

IrtUind: lU S,eii>:s and .Snyns (ISGl) ; In Exiiu I^rcul : A Novel (1S70); Yorkshire

(>ddUUs(\S'i); Little Tu'peiunj;* Court Royal,* etc.

Bayly, Thomas Haynes (1797-1839), best known as a song-writer. Author of Ible of
ikauty ; C>h hd, we never mention her, etc.

Beaconsfield, Earl of. See Disr.\eli.

Beaumont and Fletcher, dramatists who wrote in conjunction. They rank high

among Elizabethan authors.

Bede, Cuthbert, nom de I'lumc of the author of Verdant Green* (q.v.).

Beecher, Henry Ward (1812-1887), the greatest of American pulpit orators. Author
of various theological and popular works

—

Life Thoughts, Life of Jesus the Christ,

Senno7is,* etc.

Belgravia, a witlely-read London journal, edited by Miss Braddon.

Bellamy, E., American writer. Author of Looking Backv:ard.*

Bentbam, Jeremy (1748-1832), political writer. Author of A Fragment on Government,

Tlie Principles of Morals and Legislation, The Liberty of the Press, The Book of

Fallacies.

Bentley, Richard, D.D. (1662-1742), eminent scholar and coLtroversialist. Wrote A
Disartaiioa on the Eijiatles of Phalaris, etc.

Berkeley, George, D.D. (1684-1753), philosopher. Wrote The Principles of Human
Knov:l':dge, The Principle and Cause of Motion, etc. An excellent writer of

English prose.

Besant, Walter, M.A, novelist. AVrote his earlier works in conjunction with James
Kice

—

Ready-Money Mortiboy, The Golden Buttetfty,* They Were Married. Author
besides of JU Sorts and Conditions of Men,* All in a Garden Fair,* Dorothy Forster

The World H'tnt Very Well Then, Children cf Gibeon,* Kathcrine Regina.*

Black, William, novelist. Author of A Princess of Thule, The Beautiful Wretch,* A
Vauijhter of Heth, Macleod of Dare, Life of Goldsmith,* Green Pnstures and Picca-

dilly,* Madcap Violet, Tlie Strange Adeentures of a Phaeton, etc.

Blackmore, Robert, novelist. Author of Lorna Doone,* Cripps the Carrier,* Mary
Anerley, Alice Lorraine, Cradock Nouxll, The Waiting Supper,* Ncv:havcn, etc.

Blackwood's Magazine, familiarly known as " Maga," a monthly periodital, staited in

lsl7 in Edinburgh.

Blair, Robert (1699-1746), author of Tlic Grace.

Bronte, Charlotte (1816-1855), author of Jane Eyre, Villctt^, Sliirlcy, The Professor,

etc. Wrote under the nom de plume of Currer Bell.

Brougham and Vaux, Lord, Henry Brougham (1779-1868), a voluminous writer ou
various topics.

Broughton, Rhoda, novelist. Author of Cometh up as a Floivtr;' Xot Wisdy, but Too
Wdl, etc.

Brown, Tom (died 1704), poet.

Bryant.William Cullen (1794-1878), American poet.

Bunyan, John (1G28-16SS), author of The Pilgrim's Progress,* Tlie Holy War, and
otlier religious works.

Burke, Edmund (1730-1797), author of A Philosophical Inquiry into the Origin of our
Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful, Thoughts on the Present Discontents, and many
other works, mostly political. " In amplitude of comprehension and richness of

imagination superior to every orator, ancient or modern."

—

Mac.\ll.\y.

Burns, Robert (1759-1796), the great lyric poet of Scotland. Author of Tarn o' Shantcr,

etc.

Burroughs, John, New England writer. Author of Birds and Poets, Locusts and Wild
Honeij, Winter Sunshine,* etc.

Burton, John Hill, LL.D. (1809-1881), historian. Author cf A History of Scotland, The
Scot Abroad, The Reign of Queen Anne.

Btirton, Robert (1.S76-1639), wrote the Anatomy of Melancholy,

Butler, Samuel (ie00-16s0), author of Hudibras, a mock-heroic poem.
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Byrom, John (1691-1763), poet and essayist.

Byron, George Gordon Noel, Lord (17S8-1S24), poet and dramatist. Author of Hours of
Idleness, Childc Haruld, Manfred, Don Jiuin, Enr/lisli Bards and Scotch Rcvietvers.

Caine, Hall, contemporary novelist. Author of The Shadow of a Crime, A Sonof Hagar,
The Deemster.*

Calcutta Englishman, The, an Indian newspaper of high .standing.

Calverley, Charles Stuart, lately dead, best known for his parodies.

Carlyle, Thomas (1795-1881), historian and essayist. Author of History of Frederic the

Great, The French Rerolution, Sartor Eesurtus, Heroes and Hero-lforship.

Carlyle, Jane Welsh, wife of Thomas Carlyle (died 1806). Wrote a volume of Letters,

published after lier death, which are considered models of style.

Centlivre, Susannah (16G7-1723), dramatist. Author of The Perjured Husband, A
Bold Stroke for a Wife, etc.

Chamberlain, Joseph, statesman.

Chambers's Journal, a weekly miscellany which has appeared since 1832. Published
by W. and R. Chambers, Edinburgh.

Chapman, George (1557-1634), poet and dramatist.

Chesterfield, Earl of, Philip Dormer Stanhope (1694-1773), well known for his Letters

to his Son, Philip Stanhope.

Clarendon, Earl of, Edward Hyde (1608-1674), historian.

Coleridge, Samuel Taylor (1772-1834), poet and essayist. Author of Christahcl, Table

Talk, Aids to Refliclioa, The Ancient Mariner.
Collier, Jeremy (1650-1742), theologian and pamphleteer.
Collins, William Wilkie (1824-1890), novelist. Wrote The Woman in Whitt, Arma-

dale, The Moonstone, The Dead Secret, Pcrcn and the Prophet,'* The Girl at the Gate,*

No Name,* etc.

Colman, George, sen. (1733-1794), well-known dramatist. Author of The Jealous Wife,
The Clandestine Marriar/e, etc.

Combe or Coombe, William (1741-1823), humourist. AVrote the well-known Tmir of
Dr. Syntax in Search of the Picturesque (1812).

Congreve, William (1670-1729), poet and dramatist. Wrote The Old Bachelor, The
Way of the World. " His style is inimitable, nay, perfect."— H\zlitt.

Cjntemporary Review, The, a monthly periodical of general literatm-e, started

in 1866.

Conway, Hugh (died 1885), author of Called Back, Dark Days, A Family Affair,* The
Story of a Sculptor. See Parous, P. J.

Cornhill Magazine, The, a popular monthly, started in 1860 under the editorship of

William Makepeace Thackeray.
Copper, William (1731-1800), poet and letter-writer. His letters are considered

models of English style. Wrote the poems Table Talk, The Task, etc.

Craik, Mrs. See Mulock, Dinah.
Crawford, P. Marion, novelist ; son of Crawford, the American sculptor. Author of

Saracenesca,* SanV Ilario, Doctor Claudius, A Poman Singer, Marzio's Crucifx, etc.

Daily News, The, Liberal newspaper, started in 1846.

Daily Telegraph, The, Conservative (Liberal until 1876) newspaper, started in 1855.

Dana, Richard Henry, novelist ; son of an author of the same name, born in America
in 1815. Author of Tu-o Years Before the Mast,* etc.

D'Arblay, Prancesca (Fanny) Burney, Madame (1752-1840), novelist. Author of Ere-

Una ; or, A Young Lady's Entrance into tlie World. Married to General d'Arblay,

a French refugee, in 1793. Other works, Cumille, The Wanderer.
Defoe, Daniel (1663-1731), author of Pobinson Crusoe, Juurnal of the Plague, etc.

Democracy, a novel published anonymously in 1SS2, and relating to political life in

Washington, U.S.A.
De Quincey. See Quincey.
Dickens, Charles (1812-1870), novelist. Author ol .^htche^ by Boz,* The Picku-ick Paiiers,*

Oliver Tuiiat,* Nicholas Nickleby,* The Old CuriosHy Shop, Barna'iy liudge, Amer-
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iran ynies, Martin CUuzzlevit, A Christmns Carol,' The Chimes,* Dombey and
Snii,- IhnUl Copiicrjield, A Tale of Two Citits,* etc.

Disraeli, Benjamin (1805-18S1), Earl of Beaconsfield, statesman and novelist. Author
of i'iciitn Grey,' The Younfi Duke, Lothair, etc.

Disraeli, Isaac (1760-1S48), father of the above. Author of The Curiosities of Litera-

ture,' and other works.

Drayton, Michael (l."63-163l), poet. Author of Polyolbion, The linrons' Wars, The
Shepherd's Garland, etc.

Drummond, Professor Henry. Author of Xatural Lair in the Spiritual World.*

Dryden, John (1031-1701), poet and dramatist. Author of Ah.i<ilom and Achitophel,

The Hind and the Panther, etc. ; translator of Virgil into English verse.

DuflFerin, Earl of, Frederick Temple Blackwood. Author of Lctti.rs from Hiijh Lati-

tudes, etc.

Edgeworth, Maria (17C7-1S49), novelist. Author of Castle Hackrent,^ Popular Tales,*

The Dun, etc.

Edinburgh Review, The, a famous quarterly, started in 1S02.

Eliot, George (1S20-18S0), novelist. Her real name was Marian Evans ; afterwards she

became Mrs. Lewes, and later Mrs. Cross. Author of Scenes of Clerical Life,* Adam
Ltde,* The Mill on the Floss,* Silas Marner,* Romola, Felix Holt, Middlemarch,
Da(ticl Deronda.*

Emerson, Ralph Waldo (1803-1880), American essayist and poet. Author of Essays,

The Conduct of Life, Parnassus, Selected Poems, etc.

EncyclopaBdia Britannica, the most esteemed work of the kind. The ninth edition,

edited by Professor T. S. Baynes, who died in 1887, and Professor Robertson
Smith, was completed in 1889.

Fargus, F. J. See Conway, Hitgh, which was his rwm de plume.
Farjeon, B. L., novelist. Author of At the Sign of the Silver Flagon, Jessie Trim,

Mis r Farthriither,' A Secret Inheritance, London's Heart.

Farrar, The Ven. Frederic William, Archdeacon of Westminster ; voluminous writer

on language and theology. Author of the school stories, Eric, Julian Home, St.

Winifred's, or the World of School. Also of Chapters on Lanrjuage, Greek Syntax,
The Life of Christ, The Life and Works of St. Paid, The Early Days of Christi-

anity.

Fenn, G. Manvllle, novelist. Author of Pretty Polly, Bla'-k Blood,* Thereby Hangs a
Tale, Clerk of Porticick, Book of Fair Women.

Ferrier, Susan Edmonston (1782-1851), novelist. AVrote Marriage, The Inheritance,

Dediny, or the Chi-fs Daughter.
Fielding, Henry (1707-1754), novelist Author of Tom Jones,* Amelia, etc.

Fitzgerald, Percy. Author of Life and Times of George IV., Tlie Real Lord Byron,
The Life and Times of Jul, n Wilkes, M.P.

Eraser's Magazine, a periodical established in 1830.

Freeman, Edward Augustus, D.C.L., historian. Author of The History <f the Nor-
man Conquest, Growth ff the English Constitution, etc.

Froude, James Anthony, LL.D., historian and essayist. Author of The History

of Emjland from the Fall of Wolsey to the Death if Elizabeth, Short Studies on
Great Subjects, Oceana,* Ceesar: a Sketcli.*

Gaskell, Mrs. (1811-1865), novelist. Author of Mary Barton, The Moorland Cottage,

ICi'v.s- nml Daughters,* NorVi and South.*

Gentlemen's Magazine, The, a well-known periodical, started in 1731, and still

publislied.

Gladstone, William Ewart, statesman, orator, and essayist. Author of Jurentwa

Miindi, On " Ercc Homo," Gleanings nf Pad Years, etc.

Gleig, George Robert (1796-18*8), miscellaneous writer. Author of The Subaltern, The

Life '•f Lnrd CUvc, The I.if' of Warren Hastings, The Life of the Duke of Welling-

ton, Tiie Military History nf Great Britain.
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Goldsmith, Oliver (1728-1774), novelist, poet, and miscellaneous writer. Autlior of The
Vicar of Wakefield* The Citizen of the World, etc.

Good Words, a montlily magazine, started, with Dr. Norman Macleod as editor, in

1S60.

Grant, Anne, poetess and miscellaneous writer. Wrote Memoirs of an American Lady.
Grant, A. C. Author of Description of the Red Spider, Green Fly, etc., Last Hundred

Years of English Literature.

Grant, R., American novelist.

Graves, Richard (1715-1804), miscellaneous writer. Best known for his Spiritual
Quixote.

Green, John Richard (1837-1883), historian. Author of A History of the Emjlish
People, The Making of England.

Greg, William Rathbone (1809-1881), miscellaneous writer. Author of The Creed of
Christendom ; The Great Duel: its Meaning and Results; Cassandra, or Rocks
Ahead.

Guardian, The, a periodical publication, edited by Richard Steel in 1713. Also the
name of a Church paper in England.

Guthrie, Dr. Thomas (ls03-1873), religious and miscellaneous writer. First editor of

The Sunday Magazine.

Hacket, John (1592-1670), Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. Wrote Chridian Con-
solation, A Life of Archbishop IVilliams, and Sermons.

Haggard, H. Rider, novelist. Author of She,* Solomon's Mines, Jess,* Daivn,* Alan
Qnatcrmain,* etc.

Hakewill, George (1579-1649), theologian.

Haliburton, Thomas Chandler (1796-1865). Author of Sam Slick the Clockmakcr,* a
satire on Nova Scotian ways and things.

Hallam, Henry (1777-1859), historian. Author of Viev) of the State of Europe in the

Middle Ages, Constitutional History of England from the Accession of Henry VII.
to tlie Death of George II.

Hardy, Thomas, novelist. Author of Tlic Woodlanders,* Farfrom the Madding Crowd,
Two on a Tower, The Mayor of Casterbridge.*

Harper's Monthly, a New York monthly periodical.

Harte, Francis Bret, American poet and humourist. Author of The Luck of Roaring
Camp, Songs vnthout Sense, etc.

Hawthorne, Nathaniel, American novelist (1804-1864). Author of Tlie Scarlet Letter,*

Tlie House of the Seven Gables, Grandfather's Chair,* Mosses from an Old Manse.
Hayward. Sir John (died 1527), historian. Author of Lives of Three Norman Kings of

England, The Complete History of Edivard IV., etc.

Hazlitt, William, essayist and critic (1778-1830).

Herbert, George, poet and theological writer (1593-1633). Wrote The Temple, The
Country Parson, etc.

Holmes, Oliver Wendell. Author of numerous prose and poetical works— 77(6 Autocrat

of the Breakfast Table,* Tlie Professor at the Breakfast Table,* The Poet at the

Breakfast Table,* etc.

Hood, Thomas (1799-1S45), poet and humourist. Author of The Dream of Eugene
Aram, The Song of Ihr Sliirt, etc.

Hook, Theodore Edward (1788-1841), novelist, humourist, and miscellaneous writer.

Hooker, Richard (1553-1600), theologian. Author of The Lairs of Ecclesiastical Polity.

Horsley, Samuel (1733-1808), Bishop of St. David's, Kochesterj and St. Asaph, theo-

logian.

Howell, James (1594-1665), miscellaneous writer. Wrote Poems on Divers Emergent
Occasions, I}istructions for Foreign Travel, etc.

Howells, W. D., American novelist. Author of A Modern Instance, A Woman'.i
Reason, April Hopes, The Lady of the Aroostook,* The Ri.ic of Silas Lapham,* The
Minister's Ch/irge.* A frequent contributor to Harper's Monlhlit.

Hughes, Thomas, a county court judge. .4utlior of Tom Brown's Schooldays,* Tom
Brown, ut Oxfi.rd, Lij'e of Bishop Fraser,* etc.



Hume [ 379 ] Lowell

Hume, Fergus W., novelist Author of The Myihry of a Handum Cab.'

Illustrated London News, The, a London weekly paper, well known for tlie excellence

of its illustrations.

Inchbald, Elizabeth (17S3-1S21), novelist and dramatist. Author of A Simple Story,

yat lire mid Art,* etc.

Irving, Washington (l"S3-lSo9), American author. Wrote The Sketch-Book, Talcs 0/

a Traaltcr, The Conquest of Granada, The Life of Oliver Goldsmith,* etc.

Jackson, Catherine Charlotte, Lady, author of The Court of the Tuilcries, The
Court of Franci in the i^ixteenth Cenlurtj.*

James, G. P. R. (lS01-li5<X)), voluminous author. Best known for his novels— Richdieu,
The False Heir, Arabella Stuart, Rose d'Albret, Arrah Niil, A(jiucourt, The
Smuijijler, The Stepmother, Beauchamp, Heidelberg, The Gipsy, The Castle of
EhrLiist'.in, Darnley, Russell, The Convict.

James, Henry, jun., American novelist. Author of The Ainericans, The Europeans,

Daisy Miller, Rodirick Hudson, The Madonna of the Future, Eugci-e Pickering,

Confidence, Washington Square, The Portrait of a Lady, Foreign Parts, French
Poets and Novelists, The Siige of London, Portraits of Places, A Little Tour in
France.

Jessopp, Augustas, D.D., essayist and reviewer in The Nineteenth Century.

Johnson, Samuel, LL.D. (1709-17S4), lexicographer, novelist, poet, and essayist. AVrote

Lnmlon, A Visit to the Hebrides, Rassdas, The Lives of the Poets, etc.

Jonson, Ben (157i-lG37), dramatist. Author of Every Man in His Humour, The Al-

cliiuii-t, etc.

Journal of Education, The, a London monthly magazine, devoted to educational
topics.

Keary, Annie, novelist. Author of Janet's Home, Oldbury,* etc.

Kingsley, Charles (1819-1875), voluminous writer. Author of Alton Locke, Tlie Water
I'.'i-hicf, The Hermits, Hypatia,* etc.

Kingsley, Henry (1830-1876), novelist. Author of Geoffrey Hamlyn, Ravenshoe, etc.

Lamb, Charles (1774-1834), poet and essayist. Author of Essay.<! of Elia,* Tales from
Shakespeare, etc. " Lamb's style runs jDure and clear."— Hazlitt.

Lecky, William Edward Hartpole, historian. Author of The History of Rationalism
in Europe, The History of Europian Morals, England in the Eighteenth Century.

Lee, Nathaniel (165u-lG02), dramatist. Wrote Ncra, The Rival Queens, etc.

Leisure Hour, The, a monthly magazine of general reading.

L'Estrange, Sir Roger (1606-1704), voluminous writer. Author cf A Brief History of
ila: Tunes, etc.

Lever, Charles James (l80a-1872\ Irish novelist. Author of The Adventures of Harry
Lorrequer, Tom ]!urke of Ours,* Barringtun, etc.

Lewis, Sir George Cornewall (180t;-lS03), political and miscellaneous writer. Author
of An Essay on the Injlueivx of Authority in Matters of Opinion, etc.

Lewis, Matthew Gregory (177n-1818), novelist, poet, and dramatist. Known as
" Monk " Lewis, from liis first novel The Monk.

Literary World, The, a weekly review of current literature.

Locke, John (1032-1704), philosopher. Author of An Essay Concerning Human Under-
standing, Thouglits Concrrning Education, etc.

Lockhart, John Gibson (17'J4-18.'>4), novelist, biographer, and critic. Best known as

the author of the Life of Sir Walter Scott. For some time editor of llie Quarterly
Rcri,:o.:

Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth (1807-1884), poet and prose writer. Author of Evange-
line, Hiaiiyttlia, etc.

Longman's Magazine, a popular monthly journal, .started in 188:}.

Lowell. James Russell, American poet and essayist. Author of T)ie Biglow Papers,
My Scudy Wimiows,* Poems, etc.



LyTin [ 380 ] Nineteenth

Lynn Linton, Mrs. E., novelist and essayist. For long on the staff of The Saturday
Ilcvkw. Author of The Rebel of the Famity,* I'aaton Carev:,* Under which Lord?*
Idiie, Patricia Kcmhle, etc.

Lytton, Lord, Edward George Earle Lytton Bulwer-Lytton (1805-1873), novelist and
poet. Author of The Caxtoiis, My Novd, The Last of the Barons, etc.

Macaulay, Lord, Thomas Babington (1800-1859), historian, essayist, and poet. Author
of History of England ; Essays, from " The Edinburgh Review;" Lays of Ancient
Rome, etc.

M'Carthy, Justin, novelist and journalist. Author of A History of Our Own Times,*
My Enemy s Dawjhter, Camiola,* etc.

Mackenzie, Henry (1745-1831), novelist and litterateur. Best known as author of The
Man (f FediiKj* Editor of an Edinburgh periodical, Tlie Louni/er.

Macmillan's Magazine, a London monthly periodical, first edited by David Manns.
Marryat, Captain (1792-1848), novelist. Wrote principally sea-stories. Author of

I'eter Simple, Jacob FaiUiful, Mr. Midshipman Easy,* The Little Savage,* Perciml
Kerne.* "An admirable writer, who would have stood in the first class of sea-

scribes had he written nothing but Peter Simple."—Pp.ofessoii Wilson.
Marryat, Florence, novelist, daughter of the above. Her married name is Mrs. Koss-

Church. Author of O^jcji Sesavie.'* A Little Stepson, Under the Lilies and
Roses,* etc.

Marzials, F., author of a book on Charles Dickens.

Massinger, Philip (1 584-1640), English dramatist.

Maxwell Gray, the uom dc plume of the lady who wrote Tlie Silence of Dean Mail-
land.*

Melmoth, William (1710-1799), translator of Cicero's and of Pliny's Letters.

Mill, John Stuart (1806-1873), pliilosopher and political writer. Author of A Siistcm

of Logic, Essay on Liberty, An Examination of Sir William Hamilton's Philo-

sophy, etc.

Milton, John (1608-1674), poet and prose writer. Author of Comus, Lycidns, Paradise
Lost, Para-U^c Regained.

Mistletoe Bough, The, a Christmas publication, issued by the proprietors of Belgravia.

Moore, Thomas (1779-1852), Irish lyric poet ; biographer of Lord Byron.
Morison, J. Cotter (died ISSS), historian and essayist. One of the founders of The

Fortnightly Revietv. Wrote biographies of Gibbon and Macaulay for the English

Men of Letters Series. His masterpiece is Tlie Life and Tiiiie:^ of St. Bernard.

M^rley, Henry, Professor of English Literature in University College, London Author
oi Sunrise i)i Italy, and other Poems (ISiS), How to Make Home Unhealthy (1850),

A Defence of Ignorance (1851); the Lives of Palissy the Potter(lS52), Jerome Cardan

(1854), Cornelius Agrippa (1856), and Clement Marot (1870) ; Memoirs of Bartholo-

mew Fair (1857), Fairy Tales (1859-00), English Writers (1864-67), Journal of a Lon-

don Playgoer (1866), Tables of English Literature (1870), A Fir.^t Sketch of Engli.-<h

Literature* (1873). Editor of King and Commons (1868), The Spectat-jr (1868),

Cassell's Library of English Literature.*

Morris, Charles (1740-1832), author of The Contrast, The Toper's Apology, and other

well-known lyrics.

Mulook, Dinah Maria, became Mrs. Craik; died in 1887. Author of John Halifax,

OeiUlcman,* A Noble Life, The Laiirel Bush, A Woman's Advice to Women, A Life

for a Life, Sermons Otit of Church, and Poems.
Murray, D. Christie, novelist. Author of Joseph's Coat, A Life's Atonement, Val

Strange, The Weakr Vessel, etc.

Nairne, Baronoss, Caroline Oliphant(1706-lS4.''i), poetess. Author of The Land ofthe Leal

.

Nares, Edward (1762-1847), miscellaneous writer. Author of Sermons on the Erideuccs

of Christianitu, Remarks on the Unitarian Version of the Ne\v Testament, and a
novel Thinks I to Myself (ISU).

National Reviaw, The, a Conservative monthly magazine, started in 1886.

Nineteenth Ceatury, The, a monthly literary review, started in 1877.
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Norrls, W. E., novelist. Authorof Mademoiselle de Mersac, Matrimony,' No New Thing *

Mnjiir and Minor,* ^[y Friend Jim,* Chris,* etc.

North, Roger (lC."iO-lT3.S), miscellaneous wTlter. Author of Lives of the North Family,

A I>i.<rourse on the Study o/Loi's, and A[cmoirs on Mnsic.

North American Review, The, an American monthly magazine.

Observer, The, a weekly London newspaper.

Oliptaant, Mrs. Margaret, novelist, historian, and essayist. Author of the novels Mrs.
M<n-iiin:t Mnithind (1S40), Merkland (IS.'il), Adam Graeme of Mossijraii (1852),

Harry Muir (IS^Z), Majdalen Hci.bitrn (1S54), Lilliislief (18.'ir)), Zaidee (18&G), The
Quiet Heart (1856), Chronicles of Carlingford, Jgnes(lH59), The Brovnlows (1868),

The Minister's Wife (1869), Jo/in* (1870), Three Brothers (IS'l), A Son of the Soil

(1870), Squire Arden (1871), Om.bra (1872), At His Gates (1872), Inn,>ci nt (1872), May,
A Bose in June (1874), For Love and Life (1874), Valentine and His Lrvth(rs (187:")),

The Curate in Charge (\S76), Carita (1877), Mrs. Arthur (ISII), Young Mnygrave

(1877), The Primrose Path (1878), Hester,* Within the Precincts (1879) ; also Memoirs
of Edward Irving (1862), Francis d'Assisi (1870), and Montalemhert (1872), His-

torical Sketches of the R'ign of George II. (1879), The Makers of Florence (1876),

Dan<e (1877), 7)rMs (1S78), 77te Littrary History of England in the Nineteenth Cen-

tury* {\SS2), A Little Pilgrim. (jSSi), Tlic Land of Darkness (1887). A frequent

contributor to Macmillan's Magazine.
Ouida, nom de plume of Miss Louise de la Ramee, novelist. Author of Ifanda, Under

Tvo Flags, Prince.'ss Napra.rine, A Tlainy June, Moths, Othmar, A House Party,

Sfrathmore, Friendship, In Maremna, Signa, Pazcarel, Ariadne, Chandos. A fre-

quent contributor to The North American Bcview.

Pall Mall Gazette, The, a daily London evening paper.

Palmer, Ray, miscellaneous writer.

Payn, James, novelist. Author of Lost Sir Massingberd, Fallen Fortunes, mat He
Cost Her, By Proxy, Less Black than We're Painted, Thicker than IVatir, The
Canon's Ward,* The Talk of the Town,* A Grape from a Thorn,* The Luck of the

Darrell.'i.

Peter Pindar, the nom de plume of John Wolcot (1738-1819), satirist. Wrote The
Apple Dumpilings and a King, Peeps at St. James's, etc.

Pope, Alexander (1CS8-1744), poet. Wrote Pastorals, An Essay on Criticism, The Rape
of the Lock, The Messiah, Windsor Forest, Translations of the Iliad and Odyssey,

The Duneiad, Essay on Man, Imitations of Horary.

Prescott, William Hickling (1796-18.59), American historian. Wrote The History of
the Beign of Ferdinand and Isabella the Catholic, The History of the Conquest of

Mexico, The History of the Conquest of Peru, The History of the Reign of Philip II.

of Spain.

Prior, Matthew (1C64-1721), poet. Wrote Tlie Cdy and Country Mouse, Carmen Scc^i-

Inre, and Poems.

Public Opinion, a weekly London journal, containing CKtracts from other papers.

Quarterly Review, The, a Tory journal, started in London in 1S09 as an opponent of

The Edintmrgh I!eviep.\ Gifford and Gibson Lockhart, Scott's son-in-law, were its

first editors.

Raleigh, Sir Walter (1552-1618\ voyager and historian. AA'rote Tlie T)i'<corrry tf the

L"rg'\ Biautifal, and Rich Empire of Guiana, A History if the Woi-ld, Advice to

My >../(.

Randoipb, Thomas (1605-1634), poet and dramatist. Wrote Aristippus ; or. The Jovial
Larrrs, The Jealous Lovers, Hey for Honesty.

Reade, Charles (1S14-18S.3), novelist. Author of Prg Woffington, Christie Johnstone,

It i< Never too Lute to Mend,* The Co7>r.<e of Trne Lure nrver does run .'smooth.

Jack of All Trades;* Love Me Little, Lore Me Long; The Cloister awl the Hearth,

Very Hard Cash," Griffith Gaunt, A TerriUc Temptation,* A '^implrton, The
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Wanderinj Heir, A Hero and a Martyr, A Woman Hater, A Perilous Secret*

Good Stori'is of Men and other Animals*
Referee, Ttie, a weekly London paper, devoted to sporting news and social gossip.

Rice, James (died in 1884), wrote, in conjunction with Walter Besant, Ready Money
Mortihoy, The Golden Butterfly,* They were Married.

Richardson, Samuel (1689-1761), novelist. Wrote Pamela, Clarissa Harlour, Sir
Charles Ornndison.

Robercson, Dr. William (1721-1793), historian ; Principal of Edinburgh University.

Author of The History of Scotland during the Reign of Queen Mary and of King
James VI. till his Accession to tke Crotnn of England ; The History of the Reign of
the Emperor Charles V., with a View of the Progress of Society in Europe, from the

Subversion of the Fi.omin Empire to the Sixteenth Century ; The History of America.

Rocli9Ster, Earl of (1647-1680), John Wilmot. Wrote a tragedy called Vakntiiiian,

and Poems.

Ross Alexander (1698-1784), schoolmaster and poet. Author of Helerore ; or. The
Fortunate Shepherd, a Pastoral Tale in the Scottish Dialect, to whicli are added a
few Songs by the Autlior.

Russ3ll, Dr. William Howard, journalist; distinguished as "Special Correspondent"
of The Times newspaper during tlie Crimean War. Author of Letters from the

Crimea (185r)-56), Diary in India (1860), Diary North and South (1863), Diary in

the East (1869), Diary in the Last Great War (lS7Z),Tour of the Prince of Wales
in India (1877). Founder of The Army and Navy Gazette in 1858. Wrote also

T/ie Adventures of Dr. F,rady, and Hcsperothen,* Notesfrom the West.

RussbU, W. Clark, writer of sea-stories

—

John Holdsworth, Chief Mate,* Wreck of the
" Grosvenor," Sailor's Sweetheart,

St. Andrews Citizen, The, a weekly newspaper published in the university town of St.

Andrews.

St. James's Gazette, The, a London evening journal.

Sala, George Augustus, journalist and essayist; long on the staff of The Daily Tele-

graph. The founder and first editor of Temple Bar, a monthly magazine. Author
of The Seven Sons of Mammon, Captain Dangerous,* Quite Alone, The Two Prima
Donnas, America in the Midst of the War, Two Kings and a Kaiser, A Journey Due
North, Dutch Pictures, From Waterloo to the Peninsula, Rome and Venice, William
Hoijiirth, Paris Herself Again.

Saturday Review, The, a London weekly journal of literature and politics.

Sayce, Professor A. H., of Oxford. Author of several works on philology.

Scotsman, The, the leading daily paper in Edinburgh.

Scott, Sir Walter (1771-1832), poet and novelist. Author of Tlie Lay of the Last

Minstri'l, Marmion, The Lady of the Lake, Rokehy, and The Wuverley Novels.*

Scottish Raview, The, a quarterly journal, started in 1882.

Scribner's IVIagazine, an American monthly magazine.

Shakespeare, William (1534-1616), dramatist. Wrote Love's Labour's Lost, Tlit

Comedy of Errors, A Midsummer - Niglit's Dream, Two Gentlemen of Verona,

Rmneo and Juliet, Venu,s and Adonis, The Rape of Lucrcce, Richard II., Richard
HI., King John, The Merchant of Venice, The Taming of the Shrew, Henry IV.,

The Merry Wives of Windsor, Henry V., Much Ado About Nothing, As You Like

It, Twelfth Night, All's Well that Ends Well, Othello, Macbeth, King Lear, Hamlet,

Truilus and Cressida, Antony and Cleopatra, Coriolanus, Timon of Athens, Pericles,

The Tempest, Cymhdhie, A Wltitcr's Tale, and Sonnets.

Sharpe, Charles Kirkpatriok (1780-1S51), autlior of Legends and other Poems, The

Life of Lady Mitnjuni Cii iniiiiglianic. The Genealogy of the House of Setou.

Shell, Richard Lalor (niKi-lsf)!), Irish orator.

Shirley, James (1504-lOGO), dramatist. Wrote Tlie Brothers (le.'ii), and numerous
otlier plays.

Smith, James and Horace, published in 1S12 the Rejected Addresses, a scries of parodies

on coiitemiiorary authors.

Smollett, Tobias George (1721-1771), novelist and poet. Author of The Tears of Cale-
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donia, 77i< Advirt: a Satire, The Adventures of Peregrine Pickle, Tlie Erpedition nf

Humphrey Clinker, etc.

Soutb, Robert, D.D. (1633-1710), famous preacher and theologian. Wrote The Laity

Iii.^lrui-t'-d, S-rniciis,' eta

Southey, Robert, LL D. (1774-1843), poet-laureate, essayist, and historian. Wrote Wat
T\il<r, Joan of Arc, Thalaha the Destroyer, Madiu\ Tlie Cnrse of Kehamo, A Vinion

of Judijmi-nt, Poems. Also in prose, Life of NeUon,* History of the Peninifiilar

Il'.ir, Kany^ Moral and Political, Tlie Book of the Church, T)u Doctor."

Spectator, The, a London weekly review.

Spencer, Herbert, philosophical writer. Has written The Proper Sphere of Govern-

ment, Social Static^, Principles of Psychology; Essays: Scientific, Political,

and Speculative ; Classification of the Sciences, Principles of Biology, Spontaneous

Gciuration, Recent Discussions in Science, Philosophy and Morals, The Study of

Sociology, Descriptive Sociology, Sins of Trade and Commerce, Ceremonial Institu-

tions, Data of EUiics, etc.

Spenser, Edmund (1552-1599), poet. Author of The Shepherd's Calendar, The Faerie
Qui''-ne. Prothalamion.

Sterne, Laurence (1713-1768), novelist. Author of The Life and Opinions of Tristram
.*<h(iiiily, G'-nt. ; A Sentimental Journey Through France and Italy, The History of
a If'iirm iratchcoat.

Stevenson, Robert Louis, novelist and essayist. Has written The Strange Case of Dr.

Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,* Treasure Idand,* The Merry Men,* Kidnapped,' Prince
0/^^* r/ie Dynamiter,* JVVio Arabian Nights.

Stillingfleet, Edward (1635-1099), Bishop of Worcester, theologian. Best known for

his S''rmoiis.

Swift, Jonathan (1607-174.5), Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin, satirist. Wrote TIte Battte

of til r Ii)oks, Tale of a Tub, Travels of Lemuel Gulliver, Polite Conversation.*

Symonds, J. A., historian and essayist. Author of The Renaissance in Italy, Sketches

in Italy, etc.

Taylor, Jeremy (1G13-10C7), Bishop of Down and Connor and of Dromore, theologian

and religious writer. Author of Holy Living and Dying, The Great Exemplar,
Sfv,:: ins.

Templ9, Sir William (1G28-1G98), statesman and miscellaneous writer. Author of

Miscellanea, Letters, etc.

Temple Bar, a London montlily journal, started by O. A. .Sala.

Thackeray, William Makepeace (1811-1863), novelist and essayist. Wrote Vanity
Fair,' The Hidory of Pendennis, Esmond, The Nenvomes, Tlie Virginians, A
Shabby Genteil Story,* Philip, Catherine,* Denis Duval,* The Four Georges * Round-
about Papers,* The Irish Sketch Book,* The Parish Sketch Book.*

Tillotson, John (1630-1094), Archbishop of Canterbury
; published The Rule of Faith,

and .Sermon*.

Time, a London monthly journal.

Times, The, the preatest of the London daily newspapers.
Trevelyan, Sir George Otto, statesman and author. AVrote Letters of a Competition

Wallah, Cawnpore, Tlie Ladies in Parliament, Life of Lord Macaulay,* Early Life
and Times of Charles James Fox.* Sir G. O. Trevelyan is a nephew of Mac-
aulay.

TroUope, Anthony (1810-1883), novelist and miscellaneous writer. Author of The
ICizr^.H,* Jlmrhester Towers,* Doctor Thome, Orley Farm, Tlie Last Chronicle of
Banrt,' Phineas Finn,* The Vicar of Dullhampton,* Australia and Kew Zealand,
South .Africa,' Framley Parsonage.*

Twain, Mark, the nnm de plume of Samuel Langhorne Clemens, American humourist.
Author of The Innocents Abroad, Tlie Innocents at Home, The Netr Pilgrim's Pro-
gress, Tom .Sawyer, Huckleberry Finn.

Tyndall, John, F.R.S., D.C.L., scientific investigator and writer. Author of The
niiieii'rs of the Alps, Hiat as a Mode of Motion, Lectures on Light, Ussons in Elec-
tricity, etc.
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^y"!?"; ^^^.^^' ^^f^o'n rf« plume of Miss Keddie, novelist. Autiior of Days of For,r/.« Diamond Rose, Burled Diamonds,* NobUsse Oblige, A Garden of JVomen, leU

Urquhart, Sir Thomas (1613-1661), autlior of The Jewel, Logopandecteision.

Verdant Green by Eev. Edward Bradley (1827-1889), whose nom de plume was " Cuthh.rfBode." ^^^o.nt^.o.otGlencreggan,TkeCurateofCra.uion,Tm^^^^^^^

™'°d 'oU°eTforfs^''''''''''
''"™'"'' '"' miscellaneous writer. Author of Ru..ia,

^^'^^'fl^7Tf^\'f\"
7'"'"'"°"^ ^"'er. Best known for his novel The

( astle «j Otrauto, and for liis Letters.
"» ci j »<,

Warren, Samuel, D.CX. (1807-1877), novelist and miscellaneous ^Titer. Author ofP««a3«/ro». ^/te Dmry of a Late Physician, Ten Thousand a Year * etc

^^'y,^,!?'n^*r*° ^^\7' ^,"^<="«^° «««^yi^t and critic. Has published The Genius
Tin, TJ\'''',T^'

-fMacaulay, Essays and Reviexos, Men ofMark * etcWhyte-Melville G. J (1821-1878), a voluminous Writer of novel's, treating mostly ofsporting and country-house society-W.^i/ Grand, General Bounee,^ Hollb^nZtMarket Harborough, etc. Also of historical novels -T7.e G?arf a/or, a jfon aristory, Sarchcdon, The Queen's Maries.
'"""c'-S a i.oman

^"Ts'so^r^SSrV PV,^' ""T '''""'' ''"' """^ '''' ^'""- " Christopher North
;
" Pro-

tornl^ ' J °-°^^^ '" "'' University of Edinburgh. A large contributor

H^creeit ions (f Chrtstoph''r North.
Windham, William (1750-1810), statesman and orator.
Wolcot, John, M.D. See Peter Pindar

^°°AnS ofr^ f'"" ''!I^'
^'°*^ ""'^«'- "'« '^'•"^ ^'<^ J'^"""^ ot "Johnny Ludlow."

wr^lf f', fr',^'^''"""''"^-''^^'"^-
Jf»'iburton's Troubles, Osu-ahl, Anne

SrT ; i"^''
York, Told in the Twilight;^- Helen Whitney's Wedding, andother 1 ales ;* 77ie[7«;io;;/JFfs;i.* Editor of the ^rj/osy.

and other Poems
; The Borderers; Sonmts.

Yates Edmund Hodgson, novelist and journalist. Established The World magazine in

]llpr 1 n \ , .^^";*f^'^^'.*
J^roken to Hcn-ness, Running the Gauntlt, Kissi.g

tne Ixod, It rcckeel ??(, Port.
Yonge, Charlotte Mary, writer of stories for girls. Author of Tl,e Heir of Redcliffe

Hee,rtsease, The Densy Chain, The Cheiplet of Pearls, Cam<ns of English Hi^foru etc

Ay?r/^'4;i;r"''''^'
'""'' '"""'"'' '"" '""^"^ ""'^^ """'' knmvn fo; his
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