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Angola | Severe drought leading to food insecurity
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2SMA indicator provides an
assessment of the top soil
water content, which is a
direct measure of drought
conditions, specifically the
difficulty for plants to
extract water from the soil.
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1fAPAR (fraction of Absorbed
Photosynthetically Active Radiation)
anomaly represents the fraction of
the solar energy absorbed by
leaves. Negative deviations (from
the long term average over the
same period) are a good indicator
of drought impacts on vegetation.
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 People in drought-stricken southern provinces of Angola are
likely to experience an extended hunger season, facing the
worst drought since 1981.

 The poor harvests have severely affected the population
access to food in this region, which is highly dependent on
agriculture, and has also adversely affected the nutrition
situation. As food reserves are depleting, the situation has
deteriorated and will likely worsen during the lean season.

 Angola is characterised by marked precipitation seasonality
and the main issue leading to the current drought is the
strongly reduced precipitation during several previous rainy
season (from November to April). This extremely dry
condition occurred also in the most recent rainy season
(2020-2021).

 Both used indicators (fAPAR and SMA) depict well the
vegetation and the soil condition at the end of this rainy
season (end of March 2021).

 This push households in these provinces into extreme
vulnerability, increased food insecurity and livelihood losses.

Sources: JRC GDO, Amnesty International, FAO, IPC
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