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. SUBJECT:

career:
15 dar 1913

Oct

Lec

Jun
Aug
Sen

Nov
May
Mey
May

Dec

Apr
Dec

11 Mar

v 18

I«J ﬂ5'

Jan

9 May

Ichi

Date of birth:

Permanent address:

1914

1914

19195
1915
1915

1915

1917

1917

1917

1957

1921

1921

1926

1927
1927

CONFIDENTIAY

da, Jiro

29 December 1894
Fukuoka Prefecture.

 Graduated from IFukuoka Prefectural

Toshi liiddle School

Aonointed officer-candidate and
attached to 9th Field Artillary
Regiment

appointed Private First Class,
Artillery

Superior Private, Artillery
Cornoral, Artillery
Sergeant, Artillery

Entered the Military Acedemy
( RTKUGUN SHIKAN GAKKO)

Graduated from £he Military
Acadenmy

Returned to 9th Field Artillery
Regiment

Sergeant-l{a jor and cadet

second Lieutenant, Artillery, at-
tached to 9th Field Artillery
Regiment

First Lieutenant, Artillery

Entered Army War Gollege(RIKUGUN
DAT GAKXO)

Captain, Artillery and battalion
ad juteant of 9th Mountain Artillery

Attached to 9th Mountain Artillery

Attached to General Staff Headquarters

CONFIDENTIA}
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Subj:

Career:

1 Aug

17
Ll

ApT

Mar

1 Aug

|
26
2
1

Dec

Kar
Aug
[
:Lug
Nov
Sep
.-’Lug

Aor

SOUICE:

(contd)

1929

1930

1931
1933

1935

1957
1937
1939
1939
1942
1943
1944

CIS Files

"“*O‘NFIDED [TIAY

ICHIDA Jire,

L
|
. =

Attached to the Military Academy
Instructor of the I{ilitary Academy
Staff Officer, 1llth Division

Major, Artillery, attached to
General Staff Headquerters

Battalion Commander, lst Field
Artillery Regiment :

Staff officer, l1llth Division
Lieutenant-Colonel, Artillery
Colonel, Artillery
‘1litary attache to India
Resigned from above

Il jor-General

Apvointed militery attache to Jan-

- anese fmbasesy in Burma



RHL/fed

30 April 1947
MIMORANDUM FOR: Commander Charles T, COLE
FROM ! Mr. Richard H. LARSH
SUBJECY ! Defense Witnesses ses ICRIDA, Jiro

and TANAXA, Nobduo
In re mr n-onndn- of April 25, the following
8 subtmitted

information

Japanese

l. ICHIDA served a8 Vice Chief of Staff of the
22 end of the

February 1944 to the

2« TANAKA was Commander of the 33rd Bivision in Burma
frui?-huulmcothcoaﬂ f the war,

The Commanding Officer of the 3rd Battalion, 215¢h
3.# Division was xcnmu Seini, FKe

9 8nd
ird

rq emanud by Lt. Gen,

nd until tho end of the
17 he Burma

RICHARD N, LARSE, Investigator,

Investigation Division, IFS

ich was dirootly under
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pear” g‘?ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂfhﬁ" 22

Soclal Status & Domicile:

Name1i
Date of Birth:

March 28, 1906
September 10, 1906

Hareh 25, 1906
August 10, 1910

August 4, 1913
September 5, 1514

Novexnber 23, 1914
February 3, 1915

April 26, 1917
liay 1, 1917

September 16, 1918

January 1, 1919
January 1, 1920
October 16, 1920
December 2@, 1920

- !M.*-lr“a--i-.—;]lh*-l e -

Curriculum Vitse

Samural in Ffaltama Prefecture
Jiro IS¥FIDA
August 9, 1886

Graduated from the ¥arakeme Middle School in Kegewe
Frefecture, |

Admitted to ttre first year class of the Fussian
Language Section of tre Tokyo Scrool of Foreign
Languages (Government Esteblistment).

Gradvated from the above school,

Appointed Fussisn Interpreter at the Feadguarters

of the Amny stationed in Korea (wit! monthly salary
of sixty yen). | -

Felleved of his post at his own requests

Appointed Army Interpreter and attachad to the
Headguarters of the Eighteenth Division at thre

front (witr monthly salary of sixty yen and an
additional fort{ per cent of i1t as war-allowence).
Trensferred to the Yeadquarters of the Tsingtao
Garrison Amy and concurrently attached to the
Tsingtao Nillitary Administration Office.

Appointed menber of the Committee for Adjustment

of Fusaisn and Danish Officisl and Personal Property
at Tsingtao.

Felieved of his post as Amy Interpreter st “is own
requesgt,

Appointed Tenmporary Inspector of Enemy Communications
/ile€e==8ignal s--TN/ in the West Branct of the
Communications iinistry.

Relieved of Yis post as Temporary Inspector. Fmployed
by tre Hasuda Trading Com?an{ of YOKOFALA and ordered
to Farbin as their agent (with monthly salery of :
sixty yen, elghty per cent of the salary as temporery
and one hundred per cent as foreign-service allowances).
Monthly selary raised to sixty-five yen,

Honthly salary rsised to one rundred and twenty yen.
Dismissed owing to tve clircumstances of tre Coumpany.
Apnointed Army Interpreter. Awarded Sonin Rﬂg*h t
treatment, Cae .
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Name: ISHIDA, Jiro

Date of Birth:-29, October, 1899

Permanent Domicile SHTZUOKA Prefecture Commoner

Mar. 31, 192! Graduated Institute of Civil Engineering,
Engineering Department, TOKYO Imperial University.

Apr. 16, 192} Appointed a govermment employe.

" Allowed one hundred yen a month. Railway Ministry .
" Appointed to gervice in the Engineering |
Bureau. "
" Appointed to service in the Improvement
Section | Engineering Bureau
Jun. 17, 1924 Appointed to Service in the NAGOYA
Railway Bureau. Railway Ministry.
Jun. 18, 192} Appointed to service in Charge of NAGOYA Railway ,
* Improvement, Engineering Section. Bureau, :
Apr. 14, 1925 Appointed assistant-engineer of the Railviay Ministry,

Railway Bureau and allowed the 3rd
closs salary,

" Appointed to service in NAGOYA " K
Railway Bureau.

" Appointed to service in Gharge - NAGOYA Reilway
of Improvement, Ingineering Section. Bureau. J

Sep. 23, 1926 Appointed Head of the Charge of
Maintenance Work, NAGOYA Mainte-
nance Work Officge,

Oct. 18, 1926 Appointed Official Residence

Estimation Conmittee. "
Dec. 16, 1926 Allowed the end class salary. Railway Ministry
Dec. 2}, 1927 Appointed a Railway Bureay Engineer; Cabinet

raised to 7th High 0fficial.




Feb. 2, 1928

Dec. 16, 1928
Jun. 25, 1929

Jul, 15 1929

Jun. 27, 1930
Jun, 27, 1931

Jul. 15, 1931

Apr. 151 1932

Jun. 25, 1932

Mar. 29, 1933

Dec. 231 1933
Jan. 15'5 193]4

Jun. 25 ’ 193).{.

Allowed the 9th class salary.

Appointed to service in NAGOYA
Railway Bureau.

Raised to the Seventh Court Rank,
Allowed the 8th class salary.
Promoted to 6th High Official.

Raised to the Seventh Court Rank,
Senior Grade.

Allowed the 7th class salary.
Promoted to Sth High C0fficial.

Reised to the Sixth Court Rank,
Junior Grade.

Appointed a Railway Engineer;
promoted to H5th High Official.

Allowed the 7th cless salary.
Appointed to service in the

Improvement Section, Engineering
Bureau.

Allowed the 6th class salary.
Appointed a Railway Ingineer;
Promoted to 5th High Official.

Allowed the 6th class salary.

Appointed Head of the FUKUCHIYANA
Maintenance Work Cffice, OSAKA
Railway Bureau.

Promoted to 4th High Official.

Raised to the Sixth Court Rank,
Senior Grade.

Allowed the 5th class salary.

Railway Ministry

Junior Grade.

Railway Ministry

Cabinet

Railway Ministry.

Cabinet.

-Cabinet.

Reailway Ministry.

Cebinet.

Railway Ministry.

the same

Cabinet.

Railway Ministry.
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May 20

Jun.

Jun.
Julis

Jul.

April

Jun.

Jul .,

Oct.

OCt .

Sep.

Feb.

Apr.

18,
b

16,

26,

26,
Ts

15,

2l,

1935
1935

1935
1936
1936
1936

1937
1937

1937

1937

1937

1937
1938

1939

1939

Appointed to service in NAGOYA
Railway Bureau.

Appointed a research fellow
stationed abroead.

Left JAPAN.

Promoted to 3rd High Official.

Raised to the Fifth Court Rank,
Junior Greade.

Returned to JAPAN.

Appointed a Railway Engineer;

Raised to 3rd High Official.

Allowed the /th class salary.

Appointed to service in the Mainte-
nance Work Section concurrently
Improvement Section, Engineering
Bureau.

Appointed to service in the Planning
Section, Engineering Bureau.

Appointed to concurrent service in
the Improvement Section, Engineering
Bureau.

Attached to the Field Railway Heed-
quarters (not published in the

official Bulletin)
Allowed the 3rd class salary.

Decorated with the Sixth Imperial
Order of the Sacred Treasure.

Allowed the 2nd class salary.

Relieved of the allotment (has been
outside regular staff)

Relieved of present post at his own
request.

Railway Ministry.

the same

Railway Ministry

Cabinet.

Cabinet

Railway Ministry.

Railway Ministry

Railway Ministry.
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May , 18, 1939 Promoted one Court Rank as on act of grace from the
ThI'OnB- *

Reised to the Fifth Court Rank, Senior Grade.

Decorated with the Fourth Imperial.
Order of the Small Cordon of the Rising
Sun; for service in the CHINA Inc:ident.
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REPORT BY: 1A, J. Cursis
28 Peb. 1947

NEMORANDUM FOR THR FILE:
Sudjeet: ICHIDA, Jire

No information on the above named subject igs contained in the files of 1Ps. |
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REPORT 3Y: Is. J. Curtis
28 Feb. 1547

MEMORANDUN FOR THE FILE:

Subject: ICEIDA, Jiro

No information on the gbove named subject is contained in the files of IPS.




TG/E°N/JCL/jen

File Search

IPS, GHQ, SCAP Ge2 22 Apr A7

1, The following listed mames are additional witnesses for

the Defense Section, International ¥ilitery Tribunal for the Far
East,

»

Kagoshima, Torao

Namba, Tsunekasu

~Iehida, Jrio
b‘“ﬁh“' m

2. It is requested that this list be sereened through your
files in an effort to make available to this office any information

which may be useful in determining the eredibility of the indicated
witneases,

-----------------------‘------‘-4.0.---'------‘-

Ex.0,




| ‘ 6 Moy 1947
MEMORANDUM FOR:
i Capt. Robinson; Mr. lopes; Mr. Edwerds

FROM + EDWARD Pp. MONAGHAN, Chief, Investigative Division, IPS
SUBJECT | : 'Defense Witness

l. Pleace fing abtached hereto 1isgt of material available en the
fellowing wisnegs and/cr witnesces.,

DERSIDANT

— —— —

- KIMURA

WITNESS

LiST OF MATERIAL AVAILARLE

Info fyom G2

2. Pleagé acknowledge_receipt of this memorandun by initialling
‘ched carbon cony to thig cffice, Room 300.

e _
Incl | XDWARD P. MONAGHAN
(Described above)
oA

3 /4D

Mamamale S ST
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SUBJECT:

Date of birth:

Permanent address:

Career:

15 Mar 1913

29 Oct 1914

1 Dec

1l Jun

1l Sep

28 Nov

25 May

30 May

30 Hay
25 Dec

Ichida, Jiro

1914

1915
1915
1915
1915

1917
1917
1917
1917
1921
1921

1926

1927
1927

29 December 1894
Fukuoka Prefecture.

graduated from Fukuoka Prefectural
Toshi Middle School

Appointed officer-candidate and
attached to 9th Field Artillery
Regiment

Appointed Private First Class,
Artillery

superior Private, Artiliery
Corporal, Artillery
Sergeant, Artillery

Entered the Military Academy
(RIXUGUN SHIKAN GAKKO)

graduated from the Military
Academy

Returned to 9th Field Artillery
Regiment

Sergeant-Ma jor and cadet

second Lieutenant, Artillery,
attached to 9th Field Artillery
Regiment

First Lieutenant, Artillery

Entered Army War College (RIKUGUR
DAI GAKKO)

Captain, Artillery and battalion
adjutan£ of 9th Hbuntain Artillery

Attached to 9th Mountain Artillery
Attached to General Staff Headquarters

. -
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Subj:

ICHIDA, Jiro

Career: (contd)

1 Aug

17
U |
1

3 6 )
. 26

SOURCE:

Apr
Mar

Aug

Dec

Mar
Aug
Aug

1929
1930
1931
1933

1935

1937
1937
1939

Nov 1939

Sep

Aug
Apr

CIS Files

1942
1943
1944

Attached to the Military Academy
Instructor of the Military Academy
Staff Officer, 11th Division

Major, Artillery, attached to
General Staff Headquarters

Battallon Commander, lst Field
Artillery Regiment

Staff Officer, 11th Division
Lieutenant-Colonel, Artillery
Colcnel, Artillery

Military attache to India
Resigned ffom.above

Ma jor-General

Appointed military attache to Japanese
Embassy in Burma
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 5068
October 24, 1947

DEFENSE - KIMURA

ICHIDA - Direct

Page

31733
31734

31735

31736

31737

LTRECT EXAMINATION OF ICHIDA, Jiro, {;"’
by Mr. Howard.'—" o e |

* The witness jdentified and verified exhibit
3360 as his affidavit. The affidavit stated that his
* former affidavit was 3089, and he was & former Major-
General in Burma under KIMURA, and had been Chief of Staff
and Acting Chief of Staff. Concerning exhibit 1539, whiich
mantioned 27 Burmese as missing 1n July 1945, after the
surrender he talked to GendarmeTile commander KUME southeast
of Moulmein. Burma Army Headquarters was then at this
place, and KUME told the witness about the so-called

Moulmein Incident for the first time.

had been handled by the chief of the detachment of the
Moulmein M.P., at the chief's own discretion. Later, after
ranking officers of the Burma ATmYy had been moved tO the
Rangoon POW camp at tne end of October, 1945, the witness
informed KIMURA of the Moulmeln Case€, and KIMURA told him
that this was the first ti.e he had heard of 1t. Army
Headquarters had not issued orders nor received information
regarding the matter before the end of the war.

He had read the exhibits concerning Burma

atrocities."Reports on these matters would come to him,
and he in furn would have transmitted them to KIMURA. NoO

such reports were received, and ~onsequently none went to
KINURA.

* The witness identified exhiblt 3361 as his
affidavit and verified it. The affidavit stated that
Armv Commander KIMURA regarded discipline as One of the
most important items for command, and took every oppor tunity
for its materialization. As an example, immediately after
he was appointed he advanced the command post To Maymyo,
conducting'operations himself, and jnvited the Commander
and chief of staff * of the 15th and 33rd Army, to give
them strict direction concerning military discipline. AT
that time he also inspected discipline of units at Maymyo-

Tn early February, 1945, he inspected 28th Army
HeadquartérS"ét“Taigii, encouraging discipline, and reviewed
discipline there. Thereafter, he instructed the 33rd Army
commander and inspected his division, enhancing morale and

discipline.

i
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NAZRATIVE SUMNARY OF THE RECOR 2
rober 24, 1947 Page 5069
ﬁENSE - FT"L”A
IC”IDA - Direct

Page Even after Headquarters w’thdrew to Moulwm.in
at the end of April, 1945, KIMURA went to the front,
visiting beadqva“ters of the 31st, 33rd, 49th, and 18th
divisions and 33rd Army to maintain dlscipline and also
summoned the ¢ommanders of the 15th Army, 3lst, 33rd and
49th Divisions, 1lOlst and 24th Mixed Brigades, and instructed
that they should put top priority on the maintenance of
discipline and winning the popularity of the natives. He

31738 * repeated theése instructions again and again to make them

. permeate the whole army, and sent personnel of headgyuarters

to the front to inspect on discipline.

This inspection showed that all bad ‘conditions,
such as disorder after defeat and interruption of trans-
portation and communication facilities accumulated to make
some of each corps slip from the commanders' hands, and
they made every effort to pick them up. Also, they
inspected battlefield discipline, and found it was
maintained strictly.

KIMURA severely punished those breaking discipline.

and punished several officers for careless treatment of
secret army documents, for lack of control of stubordinates,

31739 * and he punished the head of a prison where Jaranese
soldiers were interned for his bad management.

CROSS-EXAIMINATION BY COL. MORNANE.

31740 * The witness stated that in his . "fidavit, where

he had said that KIMURA punished the chilef of guards of the

Area Armv for lack of control of subordinates, he meant the

chief of guards of the Area Army. These guards had no

I connection with prison camps, but their duty was to guard
army headquarters. /'The prison where Japanese soldiers were
interned was at Inséin, and the place where Allied POWs
were held was six or seven miles apart.

31741 - * The. head of the prison where the Japanese
~ soldiers weré interned was punished for poor control of
the affairs of the grison following desertions which took
. | place after KIMURA arrived. 'When asked if he caused any

investization to be’ made as to the condition of POWs at
Rangoon as a result, of finding of bad conditions at the
Japanese prison, he replied that the Japanese soldiers did
not Qesert because of bad management.

4 - d Ll '
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD : pPage 5070
October 24, 1947

DEFENSE - KINURA

TCHIDA - Cross

Page
+ It was suggested TO the witness that KIMURA

31742

found bad management in the Japanese prison, as a result

of which prisoners were allowed to escape, and finding
that it would be logical for him to insure that there was
no danger of escape€ at Rangoon POW Camp, and the witness
was asked if KIMURA caused any investigation to be made
there. He replied that because the POW Camp in Rangoon
was outside hils duties he did not know shether KIMURA

directed his staff officer to look after that.

. 31743 + Exhibit 3362, the affidavit of TAKAGI, Hidezo,

stated that rhe was appointed a staff officer UO the Burma
Area Army in January, 1945, remaining SO until the

31744 surrender. + He had read the exhibits concerning
f{1legal acts in Burma. During his tenure in the Burma
Army, Headquarters had no knowledge of them, and KIMURA
did not order them. KIMURA stuck to the maintenance of
discipline and the holding of popularity as a fundamental
principle, and endeavoured tO the last to have this

principle realized.
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. DRF. DOC. #2770 - »xh. No.

Translated by
Defensc Language Branch

\

INTRRNATIONAL FILITARY TRIBUNAL FOP TH™ FAR ™AST

THE UNITED STATWS OF ANFRICA, et al
-VB—I

ARAKT, Sadao, et al

Sworn Deposition

Deponent ;
Havihg been duly sworn in accordance with the procedure

followed in my country, I do hereby depose and say a8 followsg

8 T, TCHIDA, Jiro, I attended court on Sept., 4, 1947 as a
witness. WMy affidavit on that occaslion was the exhlbit 308°.
T drew up & suprplementary depositlon in the form of dcfense
document 2874 in order to comglement the saild affidavit. And,
further, I will make here an additional statement.

2 Commanding General of the LArmy KIMURA regarded the maintenance
and enforcement of military discipline as one of the most
import items for command. He took every ayailable obporf

tunity for 1its materialization. I will enumarate some of the

concrete examples as followsg

e e e e e B




N DEF. DOC. #2770

% Imrediately after General KIMURA was appointed Commandér

f I of the Burma Area Army, that is, for about a month from the
last part of Sept. 1944, he advanced the command post to

F | MAYMYO where he conducted opcrations himself and invited theras
7 the Cormander and the Chiaf of §taff of the 15th Army and the
Chief of Staff of 33rd Lrmy to give them a strlct direction
concerning maintenance of military discipline. During that

while, he also inspected the military diseiplin~ of tho units

staying at MAYMYO.

In the beginning of Beb. 1945, he inspected the 28th Army
Headquarters at TAIGII, when he encouraged the maintenance of
militery discipline. Then he reviewed milltary discipline of'
the units staying there. Thereafter, he advanced as far ds -

for instructions.
KARO where he invited the Commander of the 33rd Army/ Also
he inspected the front line of the 335rd Division on the rileger
TRRAWADDI, enhancing morale and discipline.

IV. Fven after the Area Army Feadquarters withdrew to Moulmein

at the end of April, 1945, Corrender Kimura went to the front

l

1ine . He visited the H-adquarters of 31, 33, 49, 18 Divisions
and 33 Lrmy with a view of meintaining the military discipline.

; He also summoned to the Area Army Headquarters the cormandcrs

of 156th Army 31st, 33rd, 49th Divisions, 10lst, 24th Mlxed

Brigades which withdrew to Moulmein one Dby one, comrancer Of

gendamarie and staff-officers of each Army and Division, and

L T

#—m;

e — N e *



DFF. DOC. #2770

he gave instructlons that they, in commanding theilr sutordinatesy
should put top priorty on the malintenance of dlscirline of ‘
Japanese soldiers and winning the popularity of natives.

At the Headquarters conference e repeated his instructions
again and again to make them permeate among the whole army.

He also dispatched the staff offlicers and personnel of the

Headquarters to the front 1ine to have them inspect disclipline

conditions.

V. The foregolng inspcction showed that 211 bad conditions,
such as disorder caused by defeat and interruption of
‘transportation and communication facilities, accumulated to
make some portions of each coOrps slip from the hands of the
commanders and they therefore made every possible afforts
to pick them up. At the same time, in accordance with the
intentions of the Area Army Commander they inspected the

discipline in the bettlafield so often that they found that

1t was waintained very strictly as far as their cyes could reach,

vI. Commander Kimura severely punished those who broke the

discipline.
For example, he punished the chief of staff of the Area

Army, senior staff-officer in the first line, adjutant-general,
junior adjutant, and commender of 24 Mixed Brigade for careless
trcatment of secrct documents ef the army. He punished a

senior staff-officer of the 2nd Section for his continulng




DEF. DOC. #2770

contget with a priest named Nagai contrary to the intentions

the

of the Area Army Commander. Hp also punished/chief of guards

of the Areg Army for lack of control of his subordinates. He

punished the head of the prison where the Japanese soldiers

were 1interned for tis bad management.

on this 17th day of Oct., 1947
At Tokyo

DEPONRNT /S/ ICHIDA Jiro, (scal)

I, KORETSUNW, Tatsumi, hereby certify that .the above

statement was swern by the Deponent, who affixed his signature

and seal thereto in the presence of this witness.

On the same date

At Tokyo

Witness: /S/ KORFTSUNR, Tatsumi (seal)

CATH

In accordance with my cansclence I swear to tell the whole

truthrwifhholding nothing ancd adding nothing.

/S/ ICHIDA Jiro (seal )
1 e TG ——
T a
, RN YL o o 7 i Tt




Def. Doec. # 2574 | _ Exh. No.
. )

Translated by
Defense Languvage Branch

INTTRFATTON'L, “TLITARY TRTBNAL FOR THT WAR BAST
UNTTED STATES CF ATGRICA et al,

“VS=

ARAKT, Sadao et al

S"ORN DEPNSTTTION |
Deponent § YCKIDA, Jiro.
Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached she=t
ard ‘n accorderce with tﬁe procedurs followed in my country
I hereby depose as follovrs.
I, TCMIDAY. Jiro, appearad as a witness in the above styled
case on September 4, 1947, Iy former affidavit is Exhibit
3089,
I was a Mo jor-feraral nt the erd of the war stntioned
In Borma vnder General KIMIIRA after surrender. I assisted the
Chief of Staff +n wrr times, ard vas 2eting Chief of Staff,
after: svrrender. Concerring Court Exhiit 1539 in vhich is men~'n
tioned 27 Burmese as baing missing in July of 1945 and vhich is
also knovn as the !Moulmein case, I state as follows:
After the surrcnder, arourd the beginning of October 1945,
I had occasion to talk to Commander of Gendarmerie KUME who vas
on his way from a place atout 50 kilometre southeast of foulmein
to Rargoon with his subtordipates by order of the British Army.

He had stopped to rest at Thongwa.village.
it

e T —
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Def, Doc, # 2574

The Feadqrarters of the Burama Area Army was then located in
Thongwa village abonwt 30 kilometers tb the southeaat of
foulmein. In this conversation Commander K™E told me ahout
the so-called Moulmein incideﬂf for the first time. Commander
KU'™ told me that the Burmese who had been kept in cuvstoday
at !'oulmein had been hardled py the Chief of the detachment
of the 'ovrlmein nilitary rolice at his,the Chief of the
detachments own discretion and without orders from anyone,
Later on after the rarkinrg officers of the Area Army in Burma
had been movzd to the FU™ camp in Rangoon as prisohers,
arouild the ead. of ONctober 1945, T informed General KIMMRA of
the Wculnein case. Genergl KIHERA told me that that was the
first time he had heard of the case., 'ilitary Headquarters
of the Area Army Iirn Bur-a had rot issved orders ror received
any informatior regarding the matter before the termination
of the “iar,

I have read all of the court Exhibits corcerning Atros
cites in Burma presernted to this trikwnal. Rerorts concerning
such motters world haﬁe come to me and I in turn wouvld have
trarsmitted them to Gereral KFI'MRA, No reports concerning the
Ellegal acts mertior=d ir the exzhibits read by me were received
consequantly there was norne to po to Gereral KIITIRA,

(n this 11 day of Sett, 1947

- — — i —

DEPONENT : /S/ICHIDA,Jiro
- (seal)

T
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Def'« Doc. # 2574

I, hereby certify that the above statement was swvorn
by the Dzpcrert, who affixed his signature and seal thereto
in the 9vasence of this witness.

On the same date, at I . M.T.F.5,

—— w @ e § SR TP . .

"itpress: /3/ KORETSTNE? Tatsimi

e e——— RS RS o

(seal

OATH
In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the

th withholdirg rothirge and adding nothing,

-
i i
O
l.-_-l
{D
l,"‘f'
o |

/S/. - ICHIDA, “Jiro (seal)




NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 4261

September 4, 1947
DEFENSE - Division V - Pacific

POW - ICHIDA - Direct

Page {
DIRECT EXAMINATION OFLICHIDA, &mo,
By Mr. Freemam: i

27574 + The witness identified exhiblt No. 3089 as his
affidavit. and verified it. The affidavit stated that in
April, 1944, the witness was appointed¢ Vice-Chief of Staff
of the Burma Army, and held that office to the surrender,
as a Major-General. His chief duty was to assist the Chief

. T of.8tarf.

In mid-September 1944, General KIMURA arrived as

Commander of the Burma Army, which had suffered a crushing
defeat at Imphal, with its strength weakened. Since August,
1943, supplies had almost ceased to come from Japan. On his
arrival. KINVURA issued instructions that his command maintain
discipline and try to win the confidence of the natives. They

27576 * had meetings in late October and mid-December, 1944, and late
January, 1945, and KIMURA summoned his staff officers to command
headquarters and reminded them of his instructions. KIMURA
constantly tried to have his instructions obeyed thoroughly. sO
that the Burmese came to place great confidence in him.

KIMURA met the Burmese ministers once OT twlce a month
to exchange opinions. He welcomed complaints, and in proper
cases had improvements made. The war situnation developed
unfavorably. and there was increasing hardships on the part of
the natives. KIMURA felt sorry for them, and when he met
Burmese officials always expressed thanks for their good will
and showed sympathy for their delicate circumstances. KIMURA
instructed his men to contribute to the stabilization of Burmese
living conditions at the expense of strategical requirements.

27577 *+ KIMURA always took pains to promote good feeling
with the Burmese, and to prevent misunderstandings because of
difference of customs, manners and language, he had completed a
pamphlet, "The Attitude to take toward the Burmese", and had it
distributed among his men and Japanese residents. He also asked
the Burmese government to tell theilr people of the readiness and
desire to act with them of the Japanese. The government dis-
tributed a translation of this request among the prefectural
sovernors. The result of KIMURA's efforts is shown in the
friendly relations between the Army and the populace, which
were notably improved, and their men did theilr best to reallze

KIMURA's intentions.

|




NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 4262
September 4, 1947

DEFENSE - Division V - Pacific

POW - ICHIDA - Direct

Page

The witness attended Japanese-Burmese cooperation
conferences as an army representative, and had opportunity to
contact high government officials. The witness took care to

57598 * cooperate in all ways to insure the stabilization of the

livelihood of the populace.

withdrawal of Army Headquarters from Rangoon to
Moulmein commenced at the end of April 1945, and was completed

. beginning July. Headquarters could not function properly, and

in 1ts hasty retreat loss of communication and transportation
equipment and documents, transfer of skilled officers. unsatils-
factory replacements. and frequent air railds, interfered with
the satisfactory functioning. The air raids were conducted day
and night, frequently compelling headquarters to seek shelter
outside Moulmein. Soldiers, including invalids, had to seek
shelter in the jungles day and night.

27579 * At the end of March, 1945, the Burmese defense
army, of 6,000 to 8,000, revolted, and suerrillas started
harassing their rear lines. The Burma defense army had seemed
to favor the Japanese, as agreement had been arranged at Rangoon
for united operations. The revolt was unexpected, but later it
became clear that there had been a secret declaration of war
against Japan on March 14, 1945, and the Burmese had previously

. stationed men in the rear of the Japanese Army at key polnts.

The main body in Henzada, with the outbreak of the uprising,
destroyed communications and transportation and assaulted their
sentries and squads of soldiers and gendarmerie and murdered
officers, and seized money and stores. The guerrillas engaged
in espionage, so that Burma Army Headguarters and the 28th and

27580 33rd Headquarters * were subjected to bombings with heavy losses
and the Japanese officers were mostly killed belonging to the
advance militia. Of 200-odd Japanese nationals in the Delta
region, only a few were found safe at the war's end.

KIMURA sought no revenge, but stressed the importance
of the previous friendship, and met the situation from a strat-
egical point of view only. There were no forces to meet the
emergency. A small amount of troops and part of the 55th
division, were used to make a false show of strength. From
January, 1945, guerrilla parties formed in the mountain regions
and in the regions south of Papun, With the entry of Indian
educated Burmese, the arrival of Indians and British officers by
parachute, and the replenishment by ‘air of arms and ammunition,
suerrilla strength grew rapidly and groups were scattered far and
wide, acting with the rebels. ’
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27581 * In one village ten Japanese Red Cross were
assaulted and none were returned, but KIMURA always warned
against retaliation. While KIMURA was commanding,_there
was no chance to take British-Indian troops as prisoners,
The situation for the few months before the end of the war
was a succession of defeats, and as a result the men were
demoralized and exhausted. Japanese were scattered all over
the area, overpowered by a sense of defeat, and had their

minds on how to defeng only.

27582 * Harassing.activities in the reav, loss and
destruction of communication, combined to all but paralyze
the army, rendering it difficult for officers to lead theilr
men. = Burma Arm Headquarters, then scheduled to break up
before the end of August, and the retrenchment and reor-
ganlization, was planned and partly executed. Most staff
officers had been transferred, and they were obliged to
make-shift with non-career officers. Headquarters was
busily engaged in preparing to meet the intended Allied
attacks, and had much difficulty in attending to this
business. While laboring under these difficulties, the

27583 * war ended. KIMURA had. tried all this time to 1mprove
discipline and to win the trust of the populace.

' There was no report of a single instance of
unlawful conduct, and the witness was sure KIMURA issued no
orders. for the perpetration of atrocities. Such acts would
not have been tolerated. As for the Kalagon village affair,
British headquarters, after the war's end, gquestioned
KIMURA about it, and he and the witness and others knew
nothing of 1it. He. heard about it,for the first time in

March 1946,

| In regard to conditions of POWs in internment
camps during KIMURA's tenure, the Burma-Siam Railway was
under the Commander of the Southern Area Armies, and had

27584 * been completed a. year before KIMURA arrived. The Burma
Army had no. part, in its construction or operation. .

ivicion. . OV ianan oo a detachment of . the Malayan
camp, . were under the.C f of . that camp, who was under the
uriadiction of . the._ Southern Expeditionary Forces Commander .
The latter ordered the Chief of the. Malayan Camp. to, set up
a detachment in Rangoon under the Burma Army. Commander and

put it under . the 83rd Supply Corps.

y .
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Three and a half month's after KIMURA's arrival,
the Tavoy Internment Camp was in charge of the Independent
| 24th Mixed Brigade. 1In December, 1944, the Tavoy and
Mergui army districts were transferred to the Thailand Army
27585 and placed under control of the * Tavoy unit.

The Rangoon camp was originally a prison, where
about 600 were interned. It was a permanent buillding, very
fit to live in, and equipped with medieal rooms, sick rooms,
recreation halls, ete. For recreation, there were planos,
phonographs and books, and sports equipment. A military
band Occasionally entertained. The depot supplied live
stock to help supply nourishment to the prisoners, who were
permitted to lay out farms, inside and outside the compound
to make themselves self-supporting. After a time they 1
could produce more than enough and sell the surplus in the
Rangoon market. The proceeds were the prisoners'. POWs 1
| did not have rations of staple food reduced, but were better A
| 27586 * supplied than the Japanese. Milk, tobacco, and other daily |
| necessities could be bourht at the camp canteen,

Sundays and the POWs national holidays were ob-
; served as days of rest, with additional rations sometimes,
P Working hours were reduced to six, and the type of work was
! the unloading of ships conveyance, and other general Jjobs.
‘ The witness heard of no atrocities ever practiceg by Japanese
; during KIMURA's tenure, though he was told that punishment
| had been given several times at the request of Brigadier
Popson when British-Indian soldiers were disobedient.

il
E -'E....-..__---u——.ﬂ' sl

In June, 1944, before KIMURA's arrival, cholera
27587 broke out, but was soon checked. * Since August, 1943,
medical supplies almost ceased to arrive, and even the -
Japanese did without. Medical treatment left much to be
desired, but they did their best. Captain TAZUMI, Chief
of the Camp at Rangoon, who everyone agreed was an excellent

chief, received from Brigadier Popson and Major Rollins,
letters of thanks.

When Army Headquarters evacuated Rangoon. it was
decided that POWs whose health would be impaired by removal,
and those whose services were not needed, would be left,
Only those well ang strong would be removed. but because of

theswar situation all were released towarg %he end of April,
1945,
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About 200 were accommodated in the Tavoy Intern-
ment Camp, where the management was fair and proper, and
the institution receiveq letters of  thanks. * Such letters
were attached to reports and documents submitted to the
British after the surrender,

It was the practice for the Japanese Air Force
to take charge of captured Allied airmen for Interrogations,
and the Burma Command had no authority over the Air Force.

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY COLONEL MORNANE,

* The witness stated that when he said that
KIMURA showed sympathy for the delicate cilrcumstances of
the Burmese, he meant that because the war situation was
growlng unfavorable and there was pressure exerted at the
front, natives residine in suck districts were forced to
undergo a situation where law and order were not secure.
Before this time, law and order had existed there. It digd
not include the fact that the Burma Government had been set
up by the Japanese. The establishment of suéh goverument
took place before the witness arrived in Burma, andhe was
not acquainted with the detalls, but he believed it was
set up by the Japanese.

By the national defense militia he means the
Burmese National Defense Army. * Japanese officers did
not direct the Burmese Army, but General Onson was the
commander. He did not remember the number of Japanese
officers of the militia who were killed,

The witness stated he was repatriated from
Rangoon in January, 1947. He did not give evidence at
the trial of Major ICHIKAWA. The 33rd Division was under
KIMURA's command,. and he believed that the 213th Regiment
was a part of it. The witness stated that he did not know
Col. TSUKUDA, commander of that regiment.

* During the time the Rangoon POW Camp contained
POWs, the witness did not visit it, but did so after the
war when war crimes suspects were confined there. The
only time he inspected it was after it came under British
control. The situation he described was the result of a
visit made on business connected with the British Army
after the surrender. His description was based firstly
on reports made at staff officer's conferences, and also
after the surrender in conversation or reports from TAZUMI,
camp commander.

. |
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* He did not commit these reports to writing, but
he relied on his memory. The witness gave no evidence for
Captain TAZUMI when he was charged at Rangoon with war
crimes, and gave no evidence at any other trial prior to

this.

The witness did not know definitely, but believed
that after Allied airmen were interrogated they were not
sent to the Rangoon Camp. * He did not know whether his
headquarters ever inquired into the deaths of Rangoon
POWs. If such a matter were brought up before the confer-
ence, he would know about it, but it was not.

Attention of the Court was called to exhibits
No. 1537 to 1558,

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. HOWARD,
Counsel for KIMURA.

* The witness stated that ICHIKAWA was convicted
of complicity in the Kaladan Incident. ICHIKAWA was under
General TANAKA, Divisional Commander. TANAKA was jJalled as
a suspect, but just prior to the witness' leaving Rangoon
he was released, and the witness understood he was now in

Japan.

Exhibit No. 3090, an excerpt from the Biennial
report of General Marshall to the Secretary of War, July 1
1943 to June 30, 1945, stated * the Burma Campaign continued
with intensity %hrough the monsoon season of 1944, Allied
troops were disposed along the Chindwin River north of
Kalewa and from the upper Irrawaddy to Lungling. The south-
ward push was planned through Central Burma to Mandalay, and
Mountbatten prepared to seize Rangoon amphibiously. At the
close of the monsoon, Allied troops under General Sultan
advanced south along the Irrawaddy, captured Schwegu in
early November, and by December had cleared the supply road

* to Bhamo.

The Japanese had never recovered from Stillwell's
thrusts and from losses inflicted by British and Indian
forces. As fast as combat forces advanced, U. S. engineers
established a road behind them. On January 28, 1945, the
Stillwell road was opened. In Western Burma the Bri%ish

broke south against Japanese delaying actions, and in the
Arakan cleared the Kaladan River delta and provided air

strips.
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By the end of January, 1945, the Japanese retreat
was 1n full swing, and MacArthur's landings in the Philippines
and U. S. fleet operations in the China Sea cut the Japanese
supply line to Burma. In mid-February, a British column

27598 drove to Meiktila. * The seizure undermined the whole
Japanese position in Central Burma. Other forces closed on
Mandalay, and Japanese there held out until March 2ls. Forty
days later British air force troops descended along the
shores of the Rangoon River and assault troops followed,
and British forces entered Rangaon May 3. The Burma Campaign
had all but ended. A few Japanese units withdrew into
Thailand and the Moulmein area, but thousands were cut off.
Mountbatten reported the Japanese had received 300,000
casualties, of which 97,000 were killed. -
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2. It was mid September 1944 that General KIMURA, H aro,
Qur

arrived at his post as Commander of the Burma hArea Armys
arie 24

+ in the Imphal campaign

- — - & ——
—— e -

Lrmy thero had suffered & crushing dofesa

with its fighting stronpgth weaken

ad considerably, and since

about August 1943, supplies had almost coased to como from Japals

hings wero in such an

3. Genoral KIMURA, who arrived when t

unfanvorable stato, issued a set of instructions to all the troops

under his commund_ggigiufﬁg'thom strongly tom

discipline and to try te win the confidence of the nativese.

aintain military

.‘_-lr—-—

When we had meotings in late Octobor and in the middle of

d in late January 1945, the Goneral summoned

f officers and unit ocommanders

De cembor 1944, an

to the Army Headquarters the staf

under his command and roaminded them most carefully of the instruc:

tions he had previously ziven, (the iraft of the instructions and

ame are notb extant, having been

other d ocuments related to the s

while in office, General

cither lost or burnt while retiring)e

e his instructions oboyed

KIMURL consbantly ondeavored hard to so

so that the Burmese people came to placo

thoroughly Dby his trpops,

a good deal of confidence 1n hime

+he Burmese State Ministors ant least

The General met

once Qr twice a month for the purppo anging free and

Ho we lcomed the complaints agninst the

""‘\____ L am——————
ght prcper had the

outspoken opinionse.

o -

p—

Japanese and in the cnses that he thou

Meanwhile thoe war situation had

requested improvements made e

o day for us, entailing

vorably from day t

beon developing unfa
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increasing hardships and suffering on the part of the natives.
The General felt sorry for their plight. When he had occasion
to meet the Burmese high-ranking officials he always expressed
his gratitude for their good will and at the same time showed

sympathy for their delioate circumstances. Genoral KIMURA

instructed his men to ocontribute to the stabilization of living

conditions 8P the Burmeso at'th; oxpense of the strategical

i —

requirTeméents. -
Gonoral KIMURA always took pains. to promote pgood feeling

and harmony between Japanose and Burmose. In order o provent

misunderstandings likely to arisc because of the difference in

the manners and customs and languago, he had a two-volume
booklet compiled, entitled "The Attitude to take toward the

ﬂ:"'-"—'?-"

Burmese"” and distributed copies not only among our men, bdut

N e

alsc among the greator part of the Japanese rosidents for

their gyidance and observances. (I tried to got a copy but

so far haven't been able to lay hands on ono.) At the same tinoc

he asked the Burmese Government to tell thoir people plainly of
| our readiness and desire to act in concort with them. The-

government on thelr part distributed the summarized translaticn

of the goeneral's requost among the profectural governors for

. thelr informaticne The result of the general's efforts was

reflected in the fact that the friendly and harmonious relations

between the army and the populance were notably improved and
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our men, appreciating theilr commander's spirit and intention,

did their bYest tc realize his wishes.
I used to attend the Japanese-BurmaseCooperation Conference
as a representative of the Burma Aroa Lrmy, and so I had ample
opportunities to come in contact with the high gove rnmental
officialse. Mindful of the general's care and the Burmese
official thoughts and opinions, I took caro to conﬁerata with
the government in theoir undertakings in all ways, and ©to oensure

the stabilization of the livelihood of the populance.

4, The general war situation duriny General KIMURL's tenure

of offico wnss

His arrival at his post coincided with the concentration

. co——— ———

of the maein force toward the River Irrawaddy following the

*-1

i~ ———. —

_orushing defeat we had suffered at Imphal. He had hardly assumed

b Sl L — - ———
""h-l---—-|-------——--"ﬂ.L

his new duty bBefore he advanced to Maymyo, 18 September, 1944
and he devoted himself there to the conduct of military opera-
tions yntil around the 250th of Ootober. The Japanese firmy in
Burma oould barely manage tec makoe preparations for the Irrawaddy
battle by moving forward all the available troops to replenish
the remaining strength of the 1dth Corps £hat had taken part in
the Imphal battle, though we were so‘circnmstanced that it was
next to impossible to leave behind any part of the general

fighting troops requisite for the preservation of peace and

safeguarding of the roar arcae On the 3rd of February 1945,

»
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Genoral KIMURA and his army advanced as far as Kalow where tho
PR ————— -r“i-“'.wm

I I, S SBIE  cos R S
General conducted the operations himself. He remained there

e,

ur inferiority in fighting powef,

I\'Il-_ e .
e — s R o P A . —

16th of Fébruary. Owing to o

especially in equipment sich as planes, tanks and fire~projectors,

the Janpanese lines were picrced all along, and again we were ©

forced to retreat with heavy losses. The 15th and 33rd Corps

tion to

managed somehow to setb about the concentration opera

the Tanesserim area mid-May 1945, and completed the movement by

thoir main bodies in June. The fighting strongth of these armies

was sadly diminishod, with tho best part of the arme

being lost, and the soldiers physically were most seriously

deteriorated; in fact, more than ten thousand of them had to

be invelieded to Thailand. The 28 Corps had its rotreat cut

of f and wes obliged to stay in the Pogu district for about three

months isolated from the others. In late July 1945, when the

rainy seascon was at its worst, this disjoined army desperatoly

charged into the enocmy forde, losing thercby the better part of

its strength and the whole of its major arms. When the war camc

to an end the troops ware still retreat

main bodye

Tha withdrawal of the Burma Area Army Headquarters from
th

Rangoon to Moulmeln commenced at the aend of April 1940, e

complete concentration be ing offoected at the beginning of July.

e e e A e S S ——————

—

Tho hoadguarters, however, could not function as 1i%¥ should; its

hasty retroat to Moulmein, tho loss of communication and trars-
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transportation equipment and the important documents, the
transforence of many skilled staff-officers, the unsatisfactory
replacements among the administrative personnel, frequent air
raids by British-Indian planes and the faoct that it was at

the peak of the rainy sedson -- all these faotors intorfered
with the satisfactory funotioning of the Army headquarters.
Above all, the air raids by the British-~Indian planes which
wore conducted in the dayﬁime and on moonlight nights as well,
freaquently compelled the hoadquarﬁera to ssek shelter in the
outlykng villages of Mculmein and attend to its duties thers.
ind most of the soldlers, toc, not to spoak of the invalide,
had to seek shelter in the jungles both day and night.

At the end of March 1945, with the state of things preval-
ing so unfavorably, the na£iona1 defense army of Burma,
numnbering 6, 000-8, 000 rosé against the Japaneso and the guer-
rillas started a campaizn of harassing our rear lines and

were greatly menaced.

-

The Burma National Defense Army had seomed fevorable to
—W-————\_—_‘
the Japanese, as an agreoment was arranged at Rangoon with the
Japanese army for united operations. The revolt was an

unexpected one for the Japanose. Aftorwards, it became clear

that a secret declaration of war against Japan‘had boen made

T V
and signed by Magjor General Onsan on 14 March 1945, For this
w—mw
—

purpose they had previuﬁsly stationed numbers of men in the

rear of the Japanese army, at the key strategic points, such as
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Toungoo; Pegu, and Thatone The main body in Henzada, with the
outbreak of the uprising, destroyed tho means of communication
and transportation at sevoral places, assaulted the senty=guards,
squads of soldiers and gendarmerie squads &t varicus places,
murdering most of these officers and seizing the money and stores
kept in their custedy. Espionage was engaged in by the guer-
rillas so that the Headguarters of the Burma Area Army and the
28th and the 33rd Corps headquarters weroc subjected to serious
bombings with heavy losses to us, and the Japanese officers in

charge of the national dofonse militia were for the most part

killed. Of the 200 cdd Japaneso nationals, including the

. e — O — e o -
- il ey, ™ e i, =
. —

b

interpreters and the commercial clerks who wero in the Delta

e ————— T g R g

e ———

g, . —

retion, only a few wero found safe at the ond of the war and

the rest are still missipg.

However, General KIMURA sought no revenge. On the contrary,
e ——————————————— A ————————
he stressed the importance of the friendship hitherto kopt up

be twoen Japan and Burma and met the situation from a strategil-

cal point of view only. There were led c forces to meet the
———

—

ome rgencye. A.agg}},amouﬁt of troops and pert of the 65th

— ﬁ“"ﬁ—f“‘w o

division whioch had be-n dispatched for aid in the quarter

of Bassoin and Meiktila were uscd for the purpose of making a

false show of strength.

From January 1945 there began to be formed one after

another guerrilla parties of Karen and Kachin tribes in the

A T
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"by moans of parachutes and tho re
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d Kaukareik area and in the

mountain rogions south of Kemapew an
the entry of the Indian

rogions south of Papun. What with

the arrival of Indians an
plenishment by air of arms and

d British officers

in strength till the

munitions, the guerrillas grow rapidly
working mest actively in

roups were scattered far and wide,

G
collusion with the rebels. The 31st and the 33rd Divisions

esistance at sevoral places o©On their retreat

wore offered r

rovinoco

In the strateg?
we woro constantly nnrassed till the end of the
and the guerrilla groupse.

inflictin;

in particuler,

r by the aotivities of the robe ls
anttacks upon thc Japaneso armies

And this was espocially the caso

we
They sprang surpriso

heavy lossos tC the lattor.

in the reiny season whon small
wore in rotroat.

Japanose parties of troops,

woary and exhausted, Then these troops

assaulted and deprived of their ar

ns the 28th Corps, while trying te
e from the

ms or of +their lives.

were
cross

In lato July 1945,
River, met with a stout resistanc

oth banks of the rivere.

40 or

the Sittaung

guerrillas and their asscciates on b
n the western bank of the river,

In a name less village ©
to the northwest of Swe -gyin, ten Japanese Red

50 kilome ters
Croasvwere agssaulted and not one of thom camb back alive,
(this, according to the report of the soldior who was with the
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victims at the time of tho incident)es For all of thesc cases

o= -'--t—-_..._--""“*—*_.._____““w —
of rosistance on the part of the Burmese, General KIMURA

anlways warned his troops against toking rotaliatory measurosSe
Such*be ing tho casce while Goneral KIMURA was ocommanding,

there was no chanco whatovcr for us to take British=Indian
.-d‘"'""

ey o IR .t-.:-ﬂ---ﬂn-"""""-“

tr00p§435~n£ii323£i:;_3hu3 the ‘situation of the Burma Area

Army for the few months before the end of tho war was &
succession of defeats. In consequenco of the dofoats and the
subsequent decline in the army's fighting strength, our men

wore demoralized; theoy wero both physoially and mdrally in

e e i
—

a state of exhaustion. The Japanese troops who woere scattered
in small groups all over the operations areas were ove rpowe red
by a sense cof defeat, and had their minds occupied only with
the &uestiéﬁ.of how to defend themselves against the Burmese
rebel army and the guerrillas. Y.

Jhe hara531ng activities that thase hostile groups were car-

-_‘_“_.___-ﬂ"‘-r- _

— - ——

rying on in the rear cf our army, the loss and destructiﬂn of

e —— e —

the means of communication, - the lack

of fresh supplies of dry c0ll batteries, traffic disturbances
caused by British planes, the interrupticn of cocmmunications
during the highest rainly season =-=- all these factors combined
to all but paralize the entire werking system of the Burma

Area Army, thus rendering 1t very difficult for the officers

to lead and supervise thelr men properly.: As the Burma Area
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L




A ."'--‘"'. —r
- ;

-
a
|
-

Def. Dcc, #284

Army Headquarteors had boen s chedulod to break up bofore the end
of August 1945, tho rotronchmont, roorganization and transse
foronce of tho Army was plannod, part of which was actually
boing oxccutsds. Moanwhilo most of tho Army Staff officors had
boaon transfﬁrod, thorefore we wore obligod to make=shift with
non-carcoer staff offfcors for the timo becing. Naturally, the
Army Hoadquartors which was busily ongaged in making préparuéf
ticns tn mcct the intonded attacks by tho Allied armics by
land and sea in thc near futurc oxperiencod much difficulty
and inconvonionce in attending ¢~ thoir businoss. It was
whilc we wore labrring under thosc difficulties that tho

war wos onded. Unfaverably circumstanced as he was, Conmandor
KIMURA had boon endoaveoring cll this while to maintain and
impr:viﬂﬁhgﬂiiiiigiipo of his troops and alse t- win and kcap

e — 5 - T —— A ————

up tho trust of the populace.
- I— e TR e S ————

6§, Not ono sincle instance cof unlawful cnonduct allogedly

orted tc tho Army Hoad-~-

mon was8 ovoér re

coqgi

quarters. I am certoin that no crders wero cvor issuod by
N ________________—_—_———-_— =

KIMUR4 for tho porpotration of the atroeious acts, ovidenco

of whioh_pggvhggnmhi:gght bofore the courte Such acts would

not havo boon toloratode As for the Kalagoen village affair,
e R e T

—

tho British Army Hecadquarters, soveral months after the oloso
of tho war, quostiocnod Goneral KIMURA about it; the genoral

and I and theo other staff cfficers nas well had nrt known

e S N S




DOP. DOG. #284

Bnything ab-~yut it,

It was in March 1946, |

> 3 gt | romembo p o B %
that 1 hoa pd about the AfLfoir fop tho

first timo ang B AR

Q8 fyr- n
Lt,

Gonorﬁl_TANﬂKA, Nobun,

ox-Commundor nf tH
(He had

0 33 prd Divisiﬁn

Thailand bofope this tine ) who
happenod ¢a C o ¢

benan trunsforrod tn

Joing Anglr-Japunoso Tap

Rangoon,

6. As fap ag 7 Knnw, the conditi

nnd.}ntornmgnﬁ_pgmgs vhileo Gono pg
Burnaq

N8 »f the Priarnoy ap oy

\
8. .3

n office in

] KIMURA wa
Qre as £ollowsgy

() Phe Burng -

S iagm Railwuy Was8 undor tha dirs
of the Cor

Ct contray
:mandor-in-Chiuf

b ’all Inporinl Armios in tho
Southory Aron, an? is had boon °mplotod abayt

one yoar =
befero tho

arrival a~p Genoral KIEURL. And g-

the Burnn Arco
Army had no part

in the canstructtfn.

of tho railway in Quostion,

(2:)s

the 6+th Dot

2aintenancs gna Cperation

Thoe Prisoncrg ofp War camp in

achnent o tho Qa

o °anp, was undop tho
juriaddbtiﬂn °f tho Chiof

! lﬂyﬂn Poe Oirl'l

- tho C onirangd

‘nricnder inw Chinr

°f tho g

2uthern Expoﬂitinnary
“ored the Chiogs p

uulny:n P.O.TT. 6!11‘.'1p o

o .F_":-'_:_ _:@x? 'm““ﬁn l-l...-#l---“ b ;—:x. .
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supply nourishmont,

Dof. Doce #284

The Commandor of Burma Aroa Army put that defaéhmont of tho

73rd Supply corps whe was alsn the Commandor of the Rangoon

0
Roar Communication Hoadquarters.

(3). Fcr about threo menths and a hal® aftor Goneral

KIMURALA's arrival at his post, tho Tavﬁj army internmont camp

— e —-.—ll""""'-'"

was in charge of the c“ﬂﬁnnéor of tho Inﬂononﬂont 24th Hixcd

e — o

Brigados In Docombor 1944, the Tu:ﬁy rr? Morgui army éistricta

el T N . N e — —

wore, by orders fr~m tho Commandor-in-Chief, of tho d outhern

T i, S ——

Expediticnary Forces transforred tr tho jurisdioction of tho

—
- w—— S

Thailand Arca Army, and WOTO plnco: unﬁor tho diroct contrnl

— e —— . — _"'_'-'-_.-

Wi i e ——

of tho Tavoy unit under com?and of tho Thailand Area Arny

commandor.

(4)¢ Tho Rangoon prisoner nf war camp was rriginally the
ﬁanrrﬂn Contrn{#;:::::?‘:;:;o, if I romomber right, ab~ut 600
persens. woero .internacs Tho camp was 2 pormanent huilding,
falrly woll fit to live 1in, boing equipped with modieal rooms,
sick rormo, rocrocaticn hall, bath and wash rocms, kitchen,
wator supply, playgrcund and so. forth,

(6). For eomfort and rocroation tho camp was providod
with.pianos, phoncgraphs and borks, and cxorcise was,oncouraged
with many srrts of spert oquipmont being utilizoed, ihot@i}itgry
band was occasirnnlly_invitod e afford tho'inmntng ggxgr;ggn,
mont,

(6)¢, Tho dopot suppliod lots of cows, pigs, grats and.

dicks in gsovceral, installnonts for tho priscrnors te tomnd %o help

[ =Y. gy fﬂ?hﬁ?ﬁMWﬂﬂf} S R,




Dof. Doc. 7284

(7)s '-The prisoners worce poermittod

insido wnt ﬂutg;ﬂg_jhg_ggmgggnds 80 that thoy qight bo

1 making themsc lves so 1f

-supportinge Tho rosult

intorosted 11
c ablo t° procuc? moro than

oncugh and scll in tho Rangor"n aarzot whnt was loft OvVeTe

+homso 1lvOS e Tho

The proooeds cf the salos was uso® for

d—~+—not hnvo the 1r W“ﬂa._

prisrnors,éi
_.,-"' e ———— —— —
— -_/ﬁ"‘

thoy woro in foct bcttor sUp

and thorofore thoy woerc Yery ~rateful for thise

(B). Milk, tobaccO an¢ cther cnily nocossities could

— _ — 1
be had at the cantocn in tho camp, f°r which sonvonionon tho

vas highly ~patifioc.

(9)s Sundays and Pr@s?ncr's national holldays wero sotb

ag days of rost on which

aside tc be ~bsorved by tho prisoncrs

1 owod ndditi“nul rationse.

coconsinons thoy WwWoro s omctimes al

(10)e =orking hcurs. ¥ -radunl _

avoraroe being six hourse

roquired ©° aAn ying, 1 WAaS told,

. and nthor gonoral jobse

A Hacpows-xas ovor brought t° MY aars

gy —

o —

priscnors durinr Gonorﬂl hIlURh 3 tonuro1ﬁfrbffic¢, thcugh

I WA 3 told that nunishmont WO S ﬂotﬂﬂ‘*ut aﬁvorql tines at tho

i ——

thoso British-Indlaﬁ soldiors

roques

___._.,_.-.-.-.._-—-I

who had.shﬂwn thomsolvoa diarbodiont tgjg}ml_&h

thutmngociticn

1 py tho Japancse soldicrs on the

- ““il'h-.lﬁ' e [
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Dof. Doc. 3284

(12). In June 19@4, bofore Gonornl KIMURA s ﬁrrival,
cholera brrkeo out in tho camp,

whioch however wae soon stampod
-~
cut,

n ¢ almost
i *"““"H

‘ even tho Japanosoc troops thomsoclvos haa
" —— - - W R e SN i i B W T PNy M. s ——————
Eo7C without thoir ration

Sss Modical troatmonts, thorofern,

loft much tr~ bg dosirod, I was tolde Dospito theso shortaros,

they did thoir bost,

Captain TAZUMI, tho then chief
ta A sy -

"f tho prisonor of wap
camp.at Rangonon,

who overyonno ngreod was the mogt cxcelleont

of the chiofs of tho institutiﬁn,_r9poivod from Brigadioy
Popson and liaj-r 22llins lottors of thanks on sovoral occasi~ng,
This is what tho

——
captain told mo himso 1f,

When tho army Hoad

quarters ovacuntod Rangoon, it was at

first docidod that the prisoncrs whago hcalth w-ul-

bo impaired
by rcmoval and

Ssome whns¢ sorvicos woulé ba

nco'ad waule bo
loft at Rangoon,

proparatory t» thoip rolecasc,

and that
theso who wore well an?d

only

strong wruled bo romoved ; but owinge

tr the war situatinn

the wh~lo of tho prisonors woero rocloascd

on tho spot toward the one of April 1945,

About one hu nd recd

pPerscns wero accommodatod in the military

canp at Tavry whoro tho “anagoment in goncral was
dircctec fairly and properly,

intornmont

l
s0 that tho institutisn Wa 8

favored soveral timos with lotters of thanks,

Thoso lotters
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Dof. Doce. 3284

worc attached to the reports and other d ncunonts submitted to

tho British LArmy after tho surrendor.

It was the practice for tho Japanosc Alr Forco in Burma

’_"&-
-
.-u--".”‘I

te takofﬁhnrgo of nll nllied airmon who woro captured for tho
i ———————

-
— - . — - T T Dl ww T .ﬁ-"’“

purpnse of intorrogntions, Tho Burma ‘Ayea irmy ha” pnp ccmmand

T i e, P R B

=N .-

W

ovor the Air Féfco.

On this 13th day of January, 1947
At Dofensoc Counscel, Intornational Military Tribunal for theo

Far East
Doponents ICHIDA Jirc

Subscribod and Swern to boofe me this 13th day cf

January, 1947, at Tckyn~, Japan.
g

“itnoss /S/ TATSUI'I, Karotsuno

OATH

In accordance with my conscionce I swear to toll tho

wholc truth withholding nothing and ad<ing nothing.

/8/ ICHIDA Jiro

-15-
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27 May 1947 |
MEMORANDIR. FOR: Oapt. Robinson, Mr. W. X, Edwards
FRM s Nr. mm |

SUBTBOT ; Witnesses -\ ICHIDA, Jiro sgnd IKEJIRI, Bin (KIMURA)

le AStached is the desoration info on the above named witnesses
assigned to you.

FEDRO 1OFEZ
Asgogiate Frosegutor
for the il ippines

-ﬁ"‘wl---l e TN
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27 May 1987

h ICHIDA, Jiro (XDERA)

Tulkacka Frefecture

Bora 29 Feb 1094

Bnds of Odeys  Ioat Lozit Ministxy
29 Apr 1934 'The Misor Goxdon Major, Arsillery Manchmrian VWar
neident

29 dpx 1940

Colonel, Artillery Chinese
Ingident

Colonel, Artillery Chinsse

.

Var Ministry

Var Ministry
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Hae ~ IKEVIRT, Bin (KIMURA)

Eiads of Onlexs  Rost

29 Apx 1940 The 6%h Qrder Ma jor, Transport
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FROM

1 May 1947

!

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mre. Sutton; Capt. FRobinson USN Ati: Cmdr. Cole;

Mr. Iopez; Mr. Edwards

EDVAED P. MONAGHAN, Acting Chief
Investigative Division, IFS

SUBJECT $ Defense Witnecs

1. Please find attached hereto list of material available on the
following witness and/or wi'nesses,

DECICULANT - Kimore

WITNESS LIST OF MATERIAL AVAILABLE
Ichida, Jiro . Report by Mr. Larsh
Tanaka, Nobuo

2. Plecase acknowlcdge receipt of this memorandum by initialling
and returning attached carbon copy to this office, Room 300,

Vot 200

Incl EDWaRD P. NMONAGHAN
(Deseribed above)

- - . : : - : , .
e - — .L"""‘“F—""‘ =P - "_"-- = - = i = i E ] 1- h 3 1 - - Wy .--‘,‘_ - L . ™ .'l.
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RHL/fed
30 April 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR3 Commander Charles T, COLE
FRCM ! Mr, Richard H. LARSH

SUBJECY t Defense Witnesses ICHIDA, Jiro
and TANAKA, Nobuo

In reply te your memorandum of April 25, the following
information is submitteds

l. ICHIDA served as Viee Chief of Staff of the Japanese
Army in Burma from 22 February 1944 to the end of the
war.,

2e TANAKA was Commander of the 33rd Bivision in Burma
from 27 June 1944 to the end of the war,

3o The Commanding Officer of the jrd Battalion, 215th

4« The organizational relationship between the 3rd
Battalion, 215th Regiment, 33rd Division, IJA, and
the Japanese Army in Burma 1s as follows: The 33rd
Division was under the 15th Army commanded by Lt. Gen,
KATAMURA from 30 August 1944 and until the end of the
war. This 15th Army came direetly under the Burma
Area Army commanded by KIMURA which was direetly under

the Southern Army.

RICHARD H, 5, Investigator,
Investigation Division, IPS

el . e T e g -
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DATE__3 April 1947

PROGRESS RPORT OF:_ ICHIDA, Jiro  (KIMURA)

Information in the hands of the Investi-
gation Division,

Statement in avnlication for subpoena as
to subject of witness's testimony.

Examination of case £ile, 1f any.

Cross-reference file on case files in
office of Investigation Division.

Cross-reference card file hy subject
matter of evidentiary documents in
Document Division.

Reference in evidence to witness or to
the subject matter of his testimony.

°’reparation of summary of testimony
already given hy witness.

Memorandum nrenared by ilr. Lonez, dated
‘farch 11, 1947, relating to decorations

Partially
Completed

awvarded te defendants and their witpesses.

Statenent of any other investigation
conducted by you, |

“edro Looez
Cant. James J. Robinson

"1lliam E

o sdwards

Fully
Commlet2d

X

i RSt e o
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Resume hy: OCommander Cole

Date t 25 April 1947
JACHIDA, Jire
1. Bequegted as witness bys KINURA
2. Subpoena request: states that "The facts to be proved by this witness

are that he was the Vice Chief of Staff in the
Japanese Army in Burme when the accused XIMURA was Commanderein-Chief of
such Army; that he attended the War Go-Operation Council in Burms as Chief
of the Japanese Members and is familiar with the treatment of the Burmese
people by the Japanese Army. The testimony of this witness is relevant in
that 1t tends to prove that the accused KIMURA dealt fairly with the
Burmegse people,"

3. Summary of Personal Historv:

29 M. m& « Born

25 May 1917 « Graduated from the Military Academy

9 Mey 1928 <« Appointed to duties of the Head s of the General Staff
17 Apre 1930 = Appointed as instructor at the Military Academy

11 Mar, 1931 - Appointed a staff officer of the 11th Division

2 Dec, 1935 = Appointed Battalion Commander of the Pirst Field Artillery

1 HMar, 1937 = Appointed a staff officer of the 11th Division

1 Aug. 1939 = Appointed Colemel, Artill

11 Nov. 1939 = Appointed Military Attache India

< Aug. 1943 = Appointed Major-General

1 Apr, 1944 = ntek as an additional post, attache to the Imperial
a8y Burma,

4. Decorationg:
Recommending
Date Slass of Decoration dchievement __Ministry
11 July 1931 6th Class Order of
Sacred Treasure
29 Apr, 1934 Minor Cordon of the Fourth  Services in the
Order of the Rising Sun 1931-1934 Affair

19 Nay 1939 3rd Class Order of the
Sacred Treasure

29 Apr. 1940 Ath Order of the Golden Kite Services in
and Intermediate Cordon of China Incident
the Order of the Rising Sun

20 Dec. 1944 2nd Class Order of the
Sacred Treasure







Q. How do you Justify the killing of the infant children?
e — ——— —— S —

A. There was no other alternative way of dealing with the
children,

Q. Explain that a 1ittle further, /\
\

they would _@_ﬂ%u, and as such they conld not have » )
order save time and carry out my duties,
I could not help K11ing them, " /

NOTE: ~ In view of the fact that ICHIDA, Jiro, was Vice Chief of Staff
in the Japanese Army in Burme when KINURA was Commander-in-Chief, it is

(2) Gourt Exhibit #1537-A (Pros, Doc. #5120) = murder of Burmese
ciﬂJi;zé ;v Kempeitel on about 20 June 1945 ( Transeript
p- 12’ L

(3) Court Bxhibit #£1538-4 (Pros, Doc. #5138) - massacre of 30

Burmese women and children by Jepanese soldiers on about 24 June,
1945 (Transeript p, 12,967),

(4) cm hhiuhdt #1539-4 &r:a. Doc. Jf.::B'I) - liutslgight 1:]3'93
of g 1ties against ese in e and July uding
the Ebaing Massaere (lachine-mj.ng of 92 Dmn’um l:n, women
and children in Jime, 1945) (Transeript p. 12,968),

(5) Gourt Exhibdt #1544=4 (Pros. Doc, #5347) - exocution Y
Burmese by Japanese scldiers in Nay, 1945 (Transeript p. 12,974) .

(6) Court Bxhidit #1551-4 (Pros. Doc. #5359) - torture of a Burmese
native in June, 1945, hy Japanese soldiers (Transeript p, 12,979),

(7) Court Exhibit #1553-4 (Pros. Doc, #5361) - torture of 621
Burmese in January, 1945, and execution of five in March or
April, 1945, by Japanese soldiers (Transeript p. 12,983),

(8) Court Exhibit #1558-& (Pros. Doc, #5369) - mistreatment of

civilian internees in February, 1945, by Japenese soldiers
(Transeript p, 12,994), ‘ .

For the above atrocities against Burmese during his temure of office as

Commander-in-Chief of the Japanese Army in Burma it ig submitted that the
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Resume Ly Commander Gole

¢ 25 April 1947

2e M_m: states that "The facsts 1o be proved by this witneas

Jepencso Arny in Burpa when tle accused

ere that he ves the Tice Chief of Staff in the
KIEURA Conmand

1 Mare -W.mmormn&nmam

11 Nov, 1939 - Appointed ¥114tery Attache
> Aug. 1943 = Appointed ¥ jor-Conoral
se an pdditicnal post,

India

1 Apre 1944 - atteche to the Daperial
in Buree.
. Degoraticnat
. Recomeending
VR glasa of Degcratdan Achigvement  JAlndatiy..

11 July 1931 6th Clags Order of
Sacred Treasure

29 Apr, 1934 MHinor Cordon of the Fourth services in the
Order of the Rising Sun 1971-1734 Affalr

16 Yoy 1939 w.mmmofthe




No intmm mnm. in ‘fﬂu of IPS, British ﬁ:lﬂaioh
m raquested te obhtn ovios ofw mtlrrognﬁ;m‘ by Britinh authﬁ:.ﬁu
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Qe FHow do you Justify the killing of the infant children?

A. There was no other alternative way of dealing with the
children,

Qs Explain that a little further,

A, Firgt, within the orders I received, the killing of the
children was also included, If T spared the children

they would be orphans, and as such they could not have a
living, In order to save time and carry out my dutles,

I could not help killing them,"

ICHIEAVA and three others were sentenced to death for thelr
part in the massaore,

NUIE: = In view of the fact that ICHIDA, Jiro, was Vice Chief of Staff

g
g

€3

]

Japanese Army in Burms when KINURA was Commander-in-Chief, it 1s
ed ICHIDA be cross-eommined as to whether such atrocities
ord condoned by himself or KIMURA, It is to be noted that
Ealagon Massacre is the only incident in Burma in which the Japanese
mit 1s id o In all other Prosecution exhibites the perpetrators
referred to only as "Japansse soldiers® or "Rempeitai,"

(2) Court Bxhibit #1537-A (Pros, Doc, #5120) = murder of Burmese
civﬂ.!mlz 955;' Kempeitel on about 20 June 1945 (Transeript
P- ’ -

(3) Court Exhibit #1538-A (Pros, Dec, #5138) = massacre ¢f 30
Burmese wonén and children YLy Japanese soldiers on about 24 June

1945 Mpt Pe 12.%7). _

(4) Court Exhibit #1539-A (Pros, Doc, #5337) = lists eight canes
of atrocities against Burmese in June and July, 1945, including
the Ebaing Massacre (machine-gwmning of 92 Burmese men, women

and children in June, 1945) (Transeript p. 12,968),

(5) Court Exhibit £1544=-A (Pros. Doc. #5347) - exocution of zeven
Burmese by Japanese soldiers in May, 1945 (Transcript p. 12,974).

(6) Court Exhibit #1551-A (Pros, Doc, #5359) = terture of a Burmese
native in June, 1945, by Japansss seldiers (Transcript p. 12,979).

(7) Court Exhibit #1553-A (Pros, Doc, #5361) - torture of 621
Burmese in January, 1945, and execution of five in IHarch or
April, 1945, by Japanese soldiers (Twenseript p. 12,993).

(8) Court Exhibit #1558-A (Pros. Doc, #5369) - mistreatment of
civilian internees in Felruary, 1945, ty Japanese soldiers

(Transeript p, 12,994).

:
i

For the above atrocities egainst Burmese during his temure of office as

Gmﬁ;ﬂw-h-ohidortho:mnlwhm it is submitted that the
acens

xmumrm 3:
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ICHIDA, Jiro (Major General)
Kequested by: mm
Nationality - Japanese
Witness is in Singapore in the custody of the British Army,

The facts to be proved by this witness are that he was
the Vice Chief of Staff in the Japanese Army in Burma whem the
accused KINURA was Commander=in-Chief of mw&h?‘t he
attended the War Co-operation Council in Burma as
Jmmol-beﬂmdhmdththohutmntoftho

Burmese people by the Japanese Army,

The testimony of this witness is relevant in that it tends

to prove that the accused KINURA dealt fairly with the Burmese
MPJ-‘-
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Resume by: Commander Cole

Date s 25 April 1947
JCHIDA, Jiro

1. Requested gs witness by: KmUR&

2. Subpoena request: states that "The facts to be proved by this witness

are that he was the Vice Chief of Staff in the
Japanese Army in Burma when the accused KIMURA was Commander-in-Chief of
such Army: that he attended the War Co-Operation Council in Burma as Chief
of the Japanese lembers and is familiar with the treatment of the Burmese
people by the Japanese Army. The testimony of this witness is relevant in
that it tends to prove that the accused KIMURA dealt fairly with the
Burmese people,"

3% f Per tory:

20 Dec, 1894 - Born

25 May 1917 =~ Graduated from the lilitary Academy

9 MNay 1928 -~ Appointed to duties of the Headquarters of the General Staff

17 Apr, 1930 = Appointed as instructor at the Military Academy

11 Mar, 1931 = Appointed a staff officer of the 1llth Division

2 Decs 1935 - Appointed Battalion Commander of the First Field Artillery
Regiment

1 Mar, 1937 = Appointed a staff officer of the 1lth Division

1 Aug, 1939 - Appointed Colonel, Artillery

11 Nov. 1939 = Appointed Military Attache in India

2 Aug. 1943 - Appointed Major-General

1 Apr, 1944 = Appointed, as an additional post, attache to the Imperiel
Embassy in Burma,

4. Decorgtiong: -
Recommending
Date Clgss of Decgorgtion Achievement Ministry

11 July 1931 6éth Class Order of
Sacred Treasure

29 Apr, 193/ kiinor Cordon of the Fourth Services in the
Order of the Rising Sun 1931-1934 Affalr

19 May 1939 3rd Class Order of the
Sacred Treasure

29 Apr. 1940 Lth Order of the Golden Kite Services in
and Intermediate Cordon of China Incident
the Order of the Rising Sun -

20 Dec, 1942 2nd Class Order of the-
Sacred Treasurse
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5« Pregent

¢ ex=-General, Japanese Army,

Pregent addregg: believed to be in Singapore in custody of the

6.

British Army.

0 rogations:

No interrogations available in files of IPS. British Division has
been requested to obtain copies of any interrogations by British authorities
in Singapore,

7+ Srogg-Fxaminatjon:

(a)

e Materigl: = Evidence concerning the treatment of the Burmese

people by the Japanese Army during the period when KIMURA was Com~
mander-in-Chief of the Army in Burma 530 August 1944 to 15 August 1945)

1s set forth in the Court Transcript

(b) The atrocities committed by the Japanese Army against Burmese civilians

Pe 12’963 to p. 13’095)0

. while KTIURA was Commander-in-Chief are degcribed in the following
Prosecution documents:

(1)

Court Exhibit #1540-A (Pros. Doc. 5137) = The Kalagon Massacre
in which approximately 633 Burmese villagers were tortured and
then put to death in July, 1945, by Japanese soldiers of the
3rd Bn., 215 Regt., 33rd Division (Transcript p, 12,969).

Court Exhibit #1541-A (Pros. Doc.#5336) = contains a report

of six war crimes trials at Rangoon including the trial of
Major ICHIKAWA and 13 other Japanese soldlers implicated in the
Kalagon Massacre (Transcript p, 12,970),

The defense alleged that the operation was carried out under
superior orders as a measure of reprisal, The defense called as
witnesses Col, TSUKADA, the commander of the 213 Regt, and Capt.
KATAYAMA, his operational gstaff officer, These officers stated
that the Kalagon operation was carried out on orders from the
Division., Col., TSUKADA, however, suggested that ICHIKAWA had
certain discrefin as to whether or not he would kill all the
villagers but he stated that ICHIKAWA had in no way exceeded
his orders,

Majoi' ICHIKAWA testified as follows (Court Exhibit #1541-A,
Pe 4)% =

Q. "Do you really think that women and children were acting
ageinst the Japanese army? |

RvisYess




Q. How do you justify the killing of the infant children?

A, There was no other alternative way of dealing with the
children,

Q. Explain that a little further,

A, First, within the orders I received, the killing of the
children was also included, If I spared the children
they would be orphans, and as such they could not have a
living, In order to save time and carry out my dutiles,
I could not help killing them,"

TCHIKATIA and three others were sentenced to death for their
part in the massacre.

NOTE: - In view of the fact that ICHIDA, Jiro, was Vice Chief of Staff
in the Japanese Army in Burma when KIMURA was Commander=-in-Chief, it is
suggested that ICHIDA be cross-examined as to whether such atrocities
were ordered or condoned by himgelf or KIMURA, It is to be noted that
the Kalagon Massacre is the only incident in Burma in which the Japanese

Army unit is identified.

are referred to only as "Japanese soldiers'" or "Kempeitai,"

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

Court Exhibit #1537-A (Pros,. Doc. #5120) = murder of Burmese
civilian by Kempeitei on about 20 June 1945 (Transcript
p. 12,966),

Court Exhibit #1538-A (Pros. Doc. #5138) - massacre of 30
Burmese women and children by Japanese soldiers on about 24 Juns,
1945 (Transcript p. 12,967).

Court Exhibit #1539-A (Pros. Doc, #5337) =~ lists eight cases
of atrocities against Burmese in June and July, 1945, including
the Ebaing Massacre (machine-gunning of 92 Burmese men, women
and children in June, 1945) (Transcript p. 12,968) ,

Court Exhibit #1544=A (Pros. Doc. #5347) - execution of seven
Burmese by Japanese soldiers in May, 1945 (Transeript p. 12,974).

Court Exhibit #1551-A (Pros. Doc. #5359) = torture of a Burmese

native in June, 1945, by Japanese soldiers (Transcript p. 12,979).

Court Exhibit #1553-A (Pros. Doc. #5361) - torture of 621
Burmese in January, 1945, and execution of five in March or
April, 1945, by Japanese soldiers (Transcript p. 12,983).

Court Ixhibit #1558-A (Pros. Doc. #5369) - mistreatment of
civilian internees in February, 1945, by Japanese soldiers
(Transeript p. 12,994).

For the above atrocities against Burmese during his tenure of office as

Commander-in-Chief of the Japanese Army in Burma it is submitted that the
accused KIMURA is directly responsible,

- -
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ICHIDA, JIRO

Sugpgested Cross-Examination -

Qs

Qs

Q:

Q:

On page 14 of your affidavit you state that Ceptain TAZUMI, then Chief
of the POW Camp at Rangoon told you he received letters of thanks from

Brigadier Popson and Major Rollins, Who were Popson and Rolling?

TIs it not a fact that Captain TAZUMI was tried by a British War Crimes
trial on charges of ill-treatment resulting in the deaths of 17 POWs

in Rangoon POW Camp and sentenced to seven years' imprisonment?
(NOTE - TAZUMI's trial and sentence are set forth on pages 11 and 12

of Court Exhibit 1541-A at Record p, 12,970.)

On page 10 of your affidavit you state that no orders were issued by
KIMURA in connection with the Kalagon Massacre. Is 1t not a fact that
Major JCHIKAWA and eight (2) other Japanese soldiers of the 3rd Battalion,
215 Regiment, 33rd Division, together with six (6) Japanese members of
the Kempei Tail were tried by a British War Crimes trial on a charge of
torturing and then murde.r:l.ng' 633 Burmese villagers in July, 19457

Was not Major ICHIKAWA sentenced to death at the end of this trial?

Is it not a fact that the defense at that trial called as witnesses
Colonel TSUEKADA, the Commander of the 213th Regiment and Captain

KATAYAMA, his Operational Staff Officer and that these officers stated
that the Kalagon operation was carried out on orders from the Division?

(NOTE - Above facts appear in Exhibit 1541-A, p. 1 to 5 inclusive at
Record p. 12,970¢)

Could such an operation have been carried out by the 33rd Division with
the approvel of KINURA as Commander-in-Chief of the Burma Areas Army?
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ICHIDA, Jiro (Major General)

Requested by: KIMURA

Nationality - Japanese
Witness is in Singapore in the custody of the British Army.

The facts to be proved by this witness are that he was r_

' the Vice Chief of Staff in the Japanese Army in Burma when the

| accused KIMURA was Commander-in-Chief of such Army; that he
) attended the War Co-operation Council in Burma as Chief of the

- Japanese Members and is familiar with the treatment of the
| Burmese people by the Japanese Army,

| The testimony of this witness is relevant in t.hat‘ it tends
F B - to prove that the accused KIMURA dealt fairly with the Burmese

people,
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CORRICULUM VITAE

FPersonal history of ICHIDA, Jiro

Date of Birth: 29 December 1894

Domicile: Fukuoka Prefecture

1913 Mar. 15 Gredueted from the Fukuoka Prefectural Tochiku'
Iiiddle School.

161L, Oct. 29 Appointed a Cadet; Attached to the 9th Field Artillery
Regiment. (Wear Ministry)

Dec. 1 Assigned to the 9th Field Artillery Regiment.

Appointed First Class Private, Artillery.
(the 9th Field Artillery Regiment) - .

1915 Jun. 1 Promoted to Superior Private, Artillery.
(the 9th Field Artillery Regiment)

Aug, 2 Promoted to Corporal, Artillery
(the 9th Field Artillery Regiment)

Sept. 1 Promoted to Sergeant, Artillery
(the 9th Field Artillery Regiment)

Nov. 28 Entered the Militery Acaedemy.

1917 May, 25 Greduated From the Military Aceademy.

May, 3C Returned to his fomer regiment.

Mey, 30 Promoted to Sergenat-lu jor Artillery.
Appointed a probational officer
(the 9th Field Artillery Regiment)

Nov. 26 The Officer's Selection Board approved the Selection, *
according to Article 12 of the Army Replacement :
Regulations.

Decs 25 Appointed Second Lieutenant, Artillery. (Cabinet)

Appointed an officer attached to the 9th Field
Artillery Regiment. (Wer Ministry)

1918 Feb. 8 Conferred the 8th Court Renk, Senior Grede.

1921 April 1 Appointed as First Lieutenant Artillery. (Cabinet)
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1921 May, 20 Conferred the 7th Court Renk, Junior Grade.

Dec. 1) Ordered as student in the Military Staff College.

1926 Mar. 11 Appointed as Captain, Artillery. (Cabinet)

' 1927 Jan. 18 Relieved from office and arpointed an officer attached
¢ r to the 9th Mountain Artiller
o

1928 May, ¢ Aprointed to duties Quarters of the General
" Staff. (War Ministyy)

.' 1929, Aug. 1 Appointed to duties at the Military Academy,
- (Wer Ministry) '

: 1930, Apr. 17 Appointed 88 instructor in the Military Academy.
'. g ‘ (Wer Ministry)
" p

T w--.‘

1931, Mar. 11 Appointed a staff officer of the 11tk Division.
(War Ministry)
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1933+ Aug. 1 Appointeg Najor, Artillery. (Cabinet)

“._ *
-

Appointed offigep
the General Stafr,

attached to the
(War Ministry)

1935, Dec, 2 Aprointed battalion com
“Artillery Regiment. (W

Headquarters of

T —— . -
—“—

rander of the First Fielq
ar Ministry)

1934, Apr, 29 Decorated with the Minor

of the Rising Sun for ser
1936, Jun, 15 Conferred

1937, Mar, 1 Appointed a staff

officer of the 11th Division.
(Var Ministry) :
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Page 3

1937 Aug. 2 Appointed Lieut-Colonel, Artillery. (Cabinet)

1939 May 19 Decorated with the 3rd Class Order of the Sacred
Treasure.

1939 Aug. 1 Appointed Colonel, Artillery. (Cabinet)

1939 Nov. 11 Appointed Militery atteche in Tndia. (Cabinet)

1939 Aug. 15 Conferred the 5th Court Rank, Junior Grade.

19,2 Sept. 26 Relieved from office. (Cebinet)

1943 Aug. 2 Appointed Ma jor-General (Cabinet)

i
l
{

' 1940 Apr. 29 Decorated with the Lth Order of the Golden Kite end the
+ Intermediste Cordon of the order of the Rising Sun,
b for service in the China Tncident.

T T —

1943 Aug. 16 Conferred the 5th Court Rank, Senior Greade.

194 Apr. 1 Appointed, as an additional post, attache to the
. Tmperial Empassy residing in Burma. (Cabinet)

194); Dec. &0 Decorated with the 2nd Class Order of the Sacred Treasure.
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[} ; REPORT BY: Lt, J. Curtis |
3 28 Feb, 1947 r
E
L, |
3 MEMORANDUM FOR THT FILE: {
Subject: ICHIDA, Jiro R
"_.
I ] '
: No information on the above-named subject is contained in the ‘ _
£ files of IPS. B
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