/ { / TASS couuumm ON THE CHANGKUFENG INCIDFNT

AUBUST 8, 1938

Taken from PRAVDA, organ of the Central
Committee of the All-Union Comsunist Party
(of Bolsheviks), Moscow, August 8, 1936.

CONCERNING THE CONFLICT IN THE REGION OF LAKE KHASAN

The Japanese Ambassador, Mr. Chigemitsu, yesterday, the Tth, again
visited the People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs, Comrade Litvinev.
Taking advantage of this occurreance, Cemrade Litvinev reminded the Ambassa-
dor that several days ago the latter had made in the nane of the Japanese
Gevernment a proepesal concerming the cessation of military eperations and
that he had been infermed in reply therete that as seemn as the attacks
and Dombardsants frem the danchurian side will cease the Soviet side will
have ne need te have recourse te ceunter military eperatieas, Therefers,
the cessatien of military eperatiens Jepended exclusively en the Javanese
side. Uafertunately en the felleving day the gttacks of the Japanese
arned ferces on Seviet territsry had beea respsated. The artillery Lessbardment,
including bembardment {rea hesavy pleces fres the territery of Vamchuria,
has been reneved, which had compelled the Seviat side te reply by artillery
and te bring 1ts aviatien inte actien, Altheugh the Japanese attacks hae
been beaten eoff and the resmants «f the Japanese units ferced froem Soviet
territery, it is impesaible net te regret what has scourres and net te place
on the Japanese GCevernment the respensibllity fer the vietins en beth rslees.
Cemrade Litvinevy neted that the receurss to the armes clashes in the regiun
of Lake Khasan ceuld net be characterized as & berder incidemt suggesting
& brush between frentier seldiers., In genaral, freatier guards d¢ net have
artillery and in the present instance the first attack of the Japanese hae
been undertaken with the help of artillery. It weuld appear therefere thst
there had taken place an attempt in tixmes of peace Lo selisze et territery
or aven te invelve Japan in & war wits the Seviet Uniem. this flews
the entire danger of the resent clesh te nhich the Japansse Gevernamnt
should devete its mest serieus attentien. Te the ebservatien of Mr. Shigeaitsu
that the Japanese ferces are eccupying enly a defensive pesitien, having the
auty te defend Manchurian territery, Ceamrade Litvimev rejeiasd that ne ene
had attacked or had any inteatien of attacking Japansse territery and that
the Japanese armed forces evisently have a strangs cenception of sefense if
thiey understand thereby an attack en Seviet pests, artillsry bembardment
thereef, and the eccupation ef & line en Seoviet territery.

Mr. Chigemitsu stated that he Lad come w'th the intentien of renewing
bis prepesal cencarning the cessatien of uilitary eparations en the part of
the forces ef beth sides, which wust resa;n in that pesitien in which the
agreement would fine them, Fellewing this, in his epinien, it would be

pessible to preceed te the creatienm of a comnigsion ef representatives of the
Soviet Unien and “ancheukus with the participatien ef the Japanese fer the
dafinitien of the frentier. Cemrade Litvinev peinted eut that the situatien
on the spet may change and that beth asides will strive te eccupy the mest
sdvantageous pesitien up te the moment of agreeament, which means the cen- ;
tinuatioen of military eperations. In any case ne agreemsnt i3 pessible @
if there remains en Seviet territery even an insignificant Japanese military '
unit. At the present time thers i3 none but one might reappear there if the

prepesal of the Ambassader were accepted. If the Jupanese side guaranteess
up te the time fixed the cessatien of attacks on Seviet territery and eof
firing froem Manchurian territery, then the Seviet side will give similar

guarantees in regard to Manchurian territery.

Mr, Shigemitsu fer s leng time inasisted on nis prepesal cencerning the
ceszatien of military eperatiens en the basis eof the acetdpl situatien in
fact existing at that given time and subsequently advanced a prepesal con-
cerning the withdrawal of the ferces of beth sides t¢ a fixed distance. VFeor
the redemarcation of the frentier Mr. Shigesitsu prepesed te use in sdditien
te the Hunchun Agresement alse ether materials which may be in the pessessien
of Mancheukue or Japan.

e Comrade Litviney stated that in as much s the Japanese urmned ferces
had attacked Soviet territury and had thereby causesd the cemflict their-
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withdrawal further back might be welceasd in erder to aveid repeated attacks
and that this weuld be an additienal guarantes. There is, hewever, ne feunda-
tien whatseever fer the withdrawal of the Seviet ferces, which the entire
time have been and are exclusively ea their em territery and are net
threatening Manchuria. The redemarcatioen of the frentier must be carries
out exclusively en the basis of existing international agresmeants. The
Hunchun Agreement nad Deen preduced by the Seviet Gevermment ans thatl argree-
sent slene can fera the basis ef the redemarcation, unless Msacheukue er
Japan will presduce & later sgreexent cencluded betwesn Russia anea China.

But me such sgreement existis. Ne other material can have any influence on
the definitien of the frentier. Cemrade Litveney made a resusé of his
prepesal in the fellewing manner:

Military eperatiens are te cease gfter beth sides bind themselves net
te cress ever and net te fire acress & definite line and te withdraw such
of their armed ferces which at the mement of agreement might fine themselves 7
om the ethier side of this line. The frentier imdicated en the map annexssd
te the Hunchum Agreement wiil be sgnized as such & line sad in this
fashisn wil. be restered the situs Len which existed prier te July 29, that
is, prier te the first incursion ef the Japanese ferces eate Seviet terri-
tery. Fellewing the establishsent of cala on the fremtier s Mpartite
cosnigsion censisting en ene slde of tws represemtatives frem the Ceviet
Uniem and en the ether of ens of rom Japan and eme frem Mamehuris will precees
there and start om the apet the redesarcation of tie frantier sstablishes A
py the Hunchun Agreesont and tns pretecels and lnn’tlnoxod therete. The
Asbassader premised te censidsr the contents of the conversatien which nas
taken place wnd te revert thareto. Thersupes Cemrade Litviney mads the
follening declaration te the Anbassader: At the same time that thae Japanese
Gevernusnt had advanced prepesals cencerning the cessation of military
ererations en ene pertien of the frentier en anether pertien and thisz time
in the regien of Credekeve & Japanese Company with three machine guns susddenly
sttacked the Seviet berder detachment guarding Height 588,53 situates on
Seviet territery and sccupled it, The Sevint reinfercements which came us
sare fireé en W machine guns en the part of the Japansse csmpany, which
haying fled te Manchurian territery left en the height ten Jaoanese grenanss
ané fifty used grenade cases, During the fight raveral Red Army men were
killes and weunded. Thera were ebvisusly killed and wounded alse en the
Japanese side, After numersus pretests in cennection with similar inclsentis
{t would be ussless Lo limit eneselfl teo a new preotest., In view of tha forn-
geing it appears essential to declare that the Seviet Gevernmeant coed netl
intend in the future te permit the unpunishes, periedic zillingy ane woundiar
of 1ts berder guares, nor the even temporary eccupatlien of Seviet territery
oy Japaneso forces and that 1t fully intends in the futurs in similar instances
te use the mest severe measur=s, inclusing the uss of artillery and aviatien,
Let the Jacanese Gevernment eblige the Kvantung and Kerean Armies te respect
the existing Cfremtier. It 1s time an end te the emdless "ingldents"
and elashes en the frentier. EH%S)
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