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| (n November 25 ant on November 25, at m ctings of aipgh officials

of thie “overoment, Sccrctary “ull caphssized the critical nature of tic

relaticns of this comutry vith Japan. [e stobed that there was nractically

no ncssibility of an arcemenl bollz nehicved 1dth Jupany thet in his cninion

the Japancse werce likely to br.ak out at any tim: with new acts of conquest
by force; and thet the mattor of eaf.ouurdirg our naticral sceurity was in
th¢ hanés of the Army and thc levy. Tho Scerctary caoresscd his judgment

that any plans for our milit=r~ d-fcrse snould includge an assumption that

the Japznisc mipht malc tne lemeit of surerisc ¢ centrel pcint in their
ncints sinmaltanceusly with a vicw

stratcgy and also mizhd atiaca ab varions

tc demeralizing offorts of Acfens ' ant o f soordinaticn fer purposes thereccf,

On Povamber 29, 1:41, Scerctary lull contorred vitn Lnc british

imbascador. The teerctary said that "onhs Ai-lounatie nart of cur rcletiuns

| :4th Japan was virtually cver snd tart 4he mmbtbor will nob ro to the officials

of the srmy and Mavy". Ho saicd fuarther thst it weals be "a scrious mistale

for cur country =nd cther couutrics inverustid in ths Tacifie situatiorn to
make plens of resistance witheut iaclading the wesslibility that Japan nay
meve suddealy end with overy russiblo Jicmend of surpriccescnd spr.ad out tver
consiccrable arcas and canturc certoin positicas and pests beierc the peaccful
countrics interestcd in tac Tacific would have time tu coufer and foramlate
~lans +¢ meet thesc new corditienss that this woulsd te ca tiae theory that.

the Japancsc recogniz: that thwir courco of urlimiced concucst nov ronewed

a4

all alcng the 1linc ~robably is a dusnarate goable and rcquiras the utmost
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bcldness and risk!,
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