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USHT ARAS U G AST KIAN. ROEIIE 9T U
gEIREEAT IfagMId @@l @1 smEEgEr AEL O’ emesdigA
qrmar TR A @A, 9n TgEEdd Fe awiy ¥ and
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THE YOGI AND THE COMMISSARS

............ In 1969 India celebrates the centenary of
gandhiji’s birth, and it remains to be seen how far events
reflect the spirit of the apostle of peace and non-violence.
Were the Mahatma to return to earth today he would weep
over much that is happening in India.

Gandhi was often wrong on details but he had an
uncanny prescience, almost clairvoyant, when peering
into the future. As far back as 1931 when Nehru
suggested that the Congress should dissolve itself asa
Party when independece came, Gandhi demurred. He
believed that the Congress should continue as a party
but that none of its members should accepta paid-job
under the State. In other words he saw the Congress as a
party which would not take office or be actively associated
with the administration of the country but would content
itself with exercising moral pressure on whatever
Government happened to be i power.

Sixteen years later when independence came he
reiterated this advice and warning. He wanted the Con-
gress to convert itself into a Lok-Sevak-Sangh or Social
Service body and to cease functioning asa political
organisation. In a conversation with the then President of
the Congress, Acharya Kripalani, Gandhi warned him and
his colleagures against being drawn into politics.
“ Today ”, he told them, “ Politics has: become corrupt.
Anybody who goes into it is contaminated. Let us keep
out of it altogether. Our influence will grow thereby. The
greater our inner purity, the greater will be our hold on
the people, without any effort on our part. ”

It was too late. The Yogi was preaching to the
Commissars, who were to come after him. ............

BY FRANK MORAES.
(EXTRACT-SUNDAY STANDARD-26-1-69 )
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