Doc. No, 1274 Pazea

Telagran (Secret cypher Proceces) q
Tokyoe, 18 Jumary 1930 T640 olclinnis
Arrivel: 18 January 193¢ 1315 oielony

No. 30 of 13/1 TGP SECRET!
In reference to the telegram fren Henliuw, No. 24 ol 15 October.

1) The counsel®n»r of tho Legatior. smbnitted to the Vi-ve
Foreign Iiinista>. DPrias Fiadster KUONG's latest dscliaration.
The Vice Forcign Mi-i:Ler sypressed /uls/ regrei thal the
statenent cane teo late., bat expressed his opinion, after
taking notice cf i%t: contents, that even in case of an
earlier arrival hardaly anything could have been changed
regarding the developnents. He added that KAWAGOE's report
according to which Chiang Kai-shek had, elghtl days ago,
said to a close friend of his an inmportant Chinese Jjourna=-
1list, that he desires peace and cooperation with Japan,

but could not accept the Japanese terns is before the
Foreign Ministry. The Vice Foreign Minister concluded
from this /that/ the Chinesc fundamentally lacked readi-
ness for peace and /that this was/ proof that Chinese

inquiry had only becn for veliling purposes.

2) Furthernore, it follows fron a report of the Chinese
secretary to the military attache that the Chinese ambas-
sador here had already on Thursday the 13th or Friday the
14th received telegraphic instruction to depart in order
to report and that according to instructions he 1s depart-
ing for China these days.

This staterment from authoritative quarters of the
Chinese CGovernnment also allows the conclusion that they
at least did not pronise themselves a favorable effect
on the Japanese Governnent from their answer.

ZaentClically to Hankow.

DIRKSEN

Teiegram (Secret cypher Process)
Tokyo, 18 January 1938 1845 hours
Arrival: 18 January 1938 1435 hours

No. 31 of 18/1 TOP SECRET!
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Pol. 1 137 (viii) g II
Pal. 3 137 £ (viii) 111

In connection with celegram No. 30 of the 18th and tele-
gram No, 18 <) and 21 +) of the 17th

Secrct, For the State Secretary nersonally

1) This afternomn at 4 o'clock I transnitted to th: Forelign
Minister the Iap.nding DNB anncuncement 1ln Engiish transla-
tion, EIRUT) wasz unct wxceedingiy joyiul over 1t, but did
not raise any opjections whatsoever.,

2) Regarding declaration of Prime Minister KUNG, he (group
nissinz) in the sare way as the Vice Foreign Minister yes-
terday to the Counscllioir of the Legation: Even a trans-~
nission in tine could nave changed nothing in the cecizion
of the Japanese Government, as the declaration contained
nothing new.

3) Discussing a future conclusion of peace HIRCTA explained
that a new Chinese Government would have to be set up, which
had no connections with the Comrminists, would fight then

and had peaceful relations with the Peking Governmentj the
decisive point was the sharp fight against Cormunisn,
Apparently, the forming of a Central Chinese Government 1in
Nanking was not Intended by the Chinese side.,

Identically to Hankow

DIRKSEN

St.S
Dir.Fol.
RM 57

The Japanese Ambassador visited me on the 22nd of this
rnonth. The occasion was the return of ny officlal visit
with hin. The Ambassador transnitted on this occasion the
thanks of the Japanese Governnent for the endeavors of
Germany for the re..establishnent of peace in East Asia.
Upon ny question how Japan envisions the further develop-
ment of the matter in China, the Anbassador d:clared that
the Japanese Government couid, after the nilitary defeat
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of Chiang Kai-shek, no longer recognize hinm as representa--
tive of the Chinese people and that the Chinese Central
Government did no longer exist. Japan would now /endeavor/
to negotiate about the end of the state of war with a new
Chinese goverament, whizh prcbalbiy would be composed of the
already existing govszrnments in Peking and Shanghai. /Ina
reply/ to ny objection tnat there wculd then probably still
remaln a big and ne*t yvet vacificed area of China, the Anbas~
sador repiied that they were preparsd for everyéhing in Japan
and that they would also know how to carry the burden of a
prolonged state of war,

Then the Jlntassader mentioned tihet hils government is
of expanding the irade cf gcods with Germany. However, it
1s of importance for them to obtaln long range credits for
the receipt of Gernan gcods beyond the present volume. I
told the Ambassador tiat he knew our situation and that I
could tell him already today that even with the best inten-
tions we were not in a position to grant any bigger long
term credits. The Anmbassador declared then that Japan does
not wish to change the present structure of our econonric
relations and that she is also ready to make the payments
provided in our agreenent in foreign ezchange /devisen/;
but, whatever wonld be exported to Japan beyond the present
volume of the German expoit would have to be paid by barter
with Japanese goods. He, the Ambassador, would get into
contact with the economic authorities in Germany regarding
the details.

Berlin, 29 January 1938.

/s/ wv. Nenrath.

(Frame No. 81244-81245)

Berlin, 28 Jamuary 1938
Menmorandun

The Japanese Ambassador just told me confidentially
that the Britis: Ambassador visited him this morning in

regard to the following natter:

As was already to be seen recently from a French
trial balloon, English and French circles have an idea to
conduct a joint /step/ in Tokvo in the intercst of peace
/and to conduct it under inclusion of Germany/. Mr. TOGO
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was of the opinion that this English intention could be
traced to misgivings of the English about increasing
Communist infiuences in China, which might also have an
effect upon Iniia. The British Ambassador had acked TOGO
to what extent, in his opinion, Germany would react to
such a suggestion. He, idenderson, would like to feel out
the Reichsninister omorrow morning, (the 29th of this
month) in this metter. 0G0 raplieé to the Engliish
Ambassador, as he toid me, that it is hardly likelv that
participation of Germany in such a joint action would be
welcomed in Tokyo. Furthermore, it is already too late
for such an action, Chiang Kai-shek is according to
Japanese opinion. no lcnger partner to %he negotiations,
Rather, it is the Japcnese aim to come to an agreement with
a new Chinese governient friendly to Japan.

In the further couvrse of the conversation which dealt
no longer with the supposedly impending British feeler,
Mr. TOGO mentioned that the moment would soon come when we
would have to start taiking about German cooperation with
Japan in the New China which 1s to be constructed. Mr.
TOGO did not talk about the recognition of Manchukuo.

/s/ Weissacker

(Frame No, €1243)

Telegran
(Secret Cypher Process)

TOP SECRET

Tokyo, 29 Jamuary 1938, 1430 p.n.
Arrived 29 January 1938, 1145 a.m.

No. 52 of 29 January.
Re: Telegram of 25, No. 32.*
*) Pol. I 201 g (VIII)

olnce the Japanese Government has emphatically fixed
1ts standpoint not only by the well-known declaration but
in the meantime, also repeatedly in reply to 1nterpeliations
in the Diet, /namely/ not to react under any circunstances
to any peace feelers of the Hankow Government, I have mis-
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-

givings agalnct transnission of the statement of the
Chinese Ministry for Cormmersc since it nmight pessibly be
considered as a hidfzn ncw atterpt of Cermany to mediate.

Identical to Harkow.

. /5/ Dirksen

(Frame 81242)




